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The first year of the 12th Five-
Year Plan period (2011-15) was a 
successful one for Qidong, with the 
city meeting all of its targets.

In 2011, Qidong’s GDP totaled 
52 billion yuan ($8.3 billion), a 38 
percent increase over last year.

Its revenue from taxes and fees 
rose 38 percent over the 2010 figure 
to 10.4 billion yuan, of which local 
general revenue amounted to 4.4 
billion yuan, a 41 percent year-on-
year increase.

Fixed-asset investments reached 
30.3 billion yuan, 20.8 percent 
higher than the 2010 level. The sales 
volume of retail goods expanded by 
17.1 percent from the 2010 level to 
reach 19.7 billion yuan. 

The disposable income for urban 
residents per capita totaled nearly 
23, 900 yuan, and net income for 
rural resident per capita amounted 
to 12,535 yuan, increases of 15.9 
percent and 18.4 percent, respec-
tively, over the preceding year.

Qidong was named a national 
technologically advanced city for 
the sixth time. It also climbed 13 
places in rankings of the nation’s top 
100 counties in terms of economic 
competitiveness and 12 places in the 
nation’s top 100 counties for scien-
tific development.

The city has been successful in 
transforming the pattern of its eco-
nomic development pattern and 
upgrading its industrial structure.

In 2011, 46 of Qidong’s enterpris-
es grew into large-scale enterprises. 
The number of its companies valued 
at more than 100 million yuan grew 
by 65 and the number valued at 1 
billion yuan increased by five.

The output of new industry 
accounted for more than one-third 
of the total output of the city’s large-
scale industry.

The city launched 329 new agri-
cultural projects and expansions of 
existing projects.

High-yield crops made up nearly 
57 percent of total cultivated acre-
age, a 2.4 percent increase over the 
year before. 

The added value of tertiary indus-
try constituted 35.9 percent of the 
city’s GDP, a 2 percent increase over 
the year before.

Qidong has put a premium on 
innovation and the development 
of high-tech industry. Investments 
in new technology amounted to 
14.5 billion yuan, making up 61.7 
percent of the total investment in 
industry, 19 percent higher than the 
2010 figure.

The output of the high-tech 
industry reached 41.3 billion yuan, 
contributing 41 percent of the total 
output of large-scale industry, a 2.3 
percent surge over the year before.

Qidong has been aggressively 
attracting talent. In 2011, 11,000 
professionals employed in various 
enterprises and 4,000 elite profes-
sionals in high-tech fields were add-
ed to the city’s talent pool. Of them, 
150 have a master’s degree or higher 
diploma. Its efforts have made it a 
leading county for attracting talent.

Qidong has given priority to large 
seaside projects. Chongqi Bridge 
was put to use, while the Qidong 
section of the Ningqi railway and 
first-rate seaside highways are also 
under construction. 

Construction inside the city’s 
industrial parks is proceeding 
apace. Jianghai Industrial Park was 
selected to be among the first batch 
of pilot projects built under the joint 
efforts of the whole Yangtze Delta.

One hundred projects, each 
worth more than 100 million yuan, 
are currently under construction, 

including 26 projects valued at more 
than 500 million yuan and 18 proj-
ects valued at more than 1 billion 
yuan.

Qidong has worked to upgrade 
facilities and improve the ecologi-
cal environment in urban and rural 
areas. The overall blueprints for 
urban planning as well as plans for 
such towns as Nanyang and Jinhai 
have been drafted. 

There have been visible improve-
ments to rural ecology in the past 
year. The whole city now has access 
to safe drinking water and landfills 
are effectively managed to prevent 
contamination. Green belts cov-
ering 800,000 square meters have 
been added to the city’s landscape.

This past year has also marked 
improvements to local quality of 
life. The social security system now 
covers the whole urban and rural 
area, with 90 percent of farmers 
insured under new rural security 
program. 

Some 193,000 senior citizens 
over the age of 60 get benefits from 
the city. Rates of benefits for the 
disabled and the employed have 
increased. The registered urban 
unemployment rate has stayed 
below 3 percent.

There has also been a boom in 
cultural activities. The city enacted 
plans to become a center of art and 
culture, and construction of the 
Yangtze River Museum began this 
year.

Though it has met or exceeded 
most of its goals, Qidong will not 

rest on its laurels, officials said. The 
city has ambitious goals for the next 
four years.

By 2016, it aspires to reach a land-
mark per capita GDP of 100,000 
yuan and achieve a great transfor-
mation of the economic develop-
ment pattern. In its plan, the added 
value of the service industry will 
exceed 40 percent of GDP; con-
sumption will contribute 35 per-
cent to economic growth, and R&D 
expenditures will make up 2.8 per-
cent of GDP.

The city will concentrate its efforts 
on improving the public standard of 
living. The average per capita annu-
al income of urban residents and 
rural residents will exceed 45,000 
yuan and 25,000 yuan, respectively. 
The Gini Coefficient, a measure 
of inequality expressed as a ratio, 
will be kept under 0.4. Average life 
expectancy will exceed 78.

Integration of urban and rural 
areas will be accelerated, and a 
spectrum of public services will be 
improved. A modern public traffic 
network will be put in place. People 
in the labor force will have an aver-
age 12.2 years of education.

Various targets have been speci-
fied for this year. The goal for GDP 
growth rate has been set at 12 per-
cent. The targeted increase rate for 
revenue from taxes and fees in the 
budget and local general budget are 
25 percent and 20 percent, respec-
tively. 

Fixed-asset investment is expect-
ed to rise by 20 percent and the 
output of large-scale industry is to 
increase 25 percent. 

The city plans to raise trade 
volume by 10 percent and reduce 
energy consumption per yuan of 
GDP by 3 percent. According to the 
plan, the average per capita dispos-
able income of urban residents is 
set to rise by 15 percent, and net 
incomes of rural residents will grow 
15 percent.

Sun Jianhua, the Party secretary 
of Qidong, said that “Riding on 
the momentum of 2011, Qidong 
is committed to making great-
er strides in 2012 and the years 
ahead”.

City on track to meet goals
Qidong’s ecological wetlands on the coast of the Yellow Sea. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Map shows Qidong’s location in relation to nearby Shanghai.
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Qidong, a city of 1.12 million peo-
ple, is where Yangtze River meets the 
sea. Situated on a peninsula, the city 
is blessed with strategic waterways 
and a golden coastline. 

The city functions as a strategic 
port and a supplement to neigh-
boring Shanghai, which sits some 
80 kilometers away.

The city covers more than 1,200 
square kilometers of land area, 
with 12 towns, 316 villages and 26 
community offices under its juris-
diction.

Established as a county in the 
March 1928, Qidong has witnessed 
robust social and economic devel-
opment since China’s reform and 
opening-up. 

The city’s development efforts 
have landed it a place on the list 
of the nation’s top 100 counties 
ranked by economic competitive-
ness, the nation’s top 100 counties 
in terms of rural development and 
the nation’s best 100 counties. 

It has also been named a national 
ecological city and national sani-
tary city.

Qidong is known for its marine 
economy. It possesses 203 kilome-
ters of coastline and 400 square 
kilometers of intertidal zone. Its 
Liusi Fishery is one of the six larg-

est fisheries in China, contributing 
one-third of Jiangsu’s total catch.

Besides its ocean economy, 
Qidong is also known for its strong 
automated toy industry. The city 
houses nearly 200 producers of 
automated toys. A 50,000-strong 
army of sales people promotes 
the toys to potential customers 
through a sales network that spans 
China. 

The city’s annual sales of auto-
mated toys make up 60 percent of 
the national total. Its automated 
toy market is officially recognized 
by China’s Hardware Association 
as “China’s Top Automated Toy 
Market”.

Also, the port city is renowned 
for its contribution to architec-
ture. With 100,000 Qidong people 
engaged in architecture projects 
at home and abroad, the city has 
claimed ten Lu Ban awards, the 
highest honor in Chinese archi-
tecture. 

Qidong is strong in primary edu-
cation as well. Students of Qidong 
Middle School took 13 gold medals 
and two silver medals in interna-
tional academic competitions for 
secondary school students.

In addition, the city boasts an 
excellent tradition of woodcutting 
and other handicrafts. The Qin-
dong Art Academy is reputed to be 
China’s top woodcutting academy. 

Photo shows a berth at Qidong’s Lusigang Port. Only 78 km from the Pudong district of Shanghai, it is the most important harbor in the north side of 
Shanghai.

Qidong poised for 
economic growth

Tourists travel by oxcart at Qidong’s scenic Gold Beach.

Shanghai

Suzhou-Nantong 
Yangtze River Bridge Chongming-Qidong 

Yangtze River Bridge

Qidong

Shanghai Yangtze 
River Bridge

Yellow Sea

Yangzhou-Qidong Speedway

Nanjing-Qidong Speedway

Riding on the momentum 
of 2011, Qidong is 
committed to making 
greater strides in 2012 
and the years ahead.”

SUN JIANHUA
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