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GUANGZHOU — World and 
Olympic champion Park Tae-
hwan of the Republic of Korea 
(ROK) will lead a world-class fi eld 
into the pool on Tuesday when he 
takes on the Chinese duo of Zhang 
Lin and upcoming Sun Yang in the 
men’s 400m freestyle.

Park defeated the Chinese pair 
in the men’s 200m freestyle fi nal on 
Sunday, and set an Asian record in 
the process.

He won this event at the 2008 
Olympic Games in Beijing, and is 
defi nitely the man to beat consid-
ering his current sizzling form.

However, Zhang, China’s first 
male world swimming cham-
pion and world record holder in 
the 800m freestyle, is desperate 
for revenge against the Korean 

who defeated him three times in 
freestyle events at the 2006 Doha 
Asian Games. And teenager Sun, 
who has posted the season’s fastest 
time in the 1,500m freestyle and 
came in second on Sunday in the 
200m, is also a threat to  21-year-
old Park.

“The Asian Games have not 
ended. I hope I can do well in the 
400m freestyle,” Park said.

Sun is looking forward to pull-
ing an upset.

“I proved my power by winning 
a silver in the 200m freestyle and I 
believe there is more to come in my 
next events,” he said.

As for Zhang, he needs to fi nd 
his form quickly.

“What happened yesterday is 
already past and I don’t want to 
comment on it,” Zhang said aft er 
winning the 4x200m freestyle on 
Monday with his teammates.

“I won’t be knocked down,” he 
wrote on his blog.

Meanwhile, Japan, a traditional 
swimming power, is counting 
on Ryosuke Irie, the 100m back-
stroke world champion who won 
the 200m race on Monday, to save 
some face as it has garnered only 
four  gold medals so far, compared 
to China’s 14.

Irie is looking for a golden 
double in the 100m today.

As usual, China, which  passed 
the 50-gold mark on Monday, 
expects to harvest another large 
share of the 36 gold medals up for 
grabs on Tuesday.

In gymnastics, the host is 
favored to sweep the five gold 
medals on individual apparatus 
as Japan did not send its first-
string team on the men’s side and 
the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea was disqualified from 

the women’s competition due to 
age fraud.

On the mat, judo goes  into its 
fi nal day of competition with the 
host judokas not having a single 
title so far, and desperate to make 
amends by claiming their share of 
the four gold medals up for grabs.

In team events, China will take 
on Chinese Taipei for the women’s 
tennis team title, and the latter will 
also battle Uzbekistan for the men’s 
team title.

In table tennis, China is eye-
ing a sweep of the team title. Th e 
men’s side faces the ROK while the 
women’s team meets Singapore.

In basketball, defending cham-
pion China faces Group E long-
shot Mongolia at the Guangzhou 
International Sports Arena. In the 
other  Group E matches, the ROK 
meet Uzbekistan at Yingdong 
Gymnasium while Jordan plays 
the DPRK. In Group F, medal 
contender Iran takes on the Phil-
ippines.

In men’s soccer’s round of 16, 
Japan meets India, the DPRK  
plays Vietnam, Turkmenistan 
faces Th ailand and UAE takes on 
Kuwait.

GOLD RUSH >> TODAY’S 
MEDAL EVENTS 

36Artistic Gymnastics
19: 30 Men’s Floor
20: 10 Men’s Pommel horse
20: 10 Women’s Vault
21: 00 Women’s Uneven bars
21: 00 Men’s Rings

Billiard Sports
16: 00 Women’s 6-Red Snooker Singles

Bowling
14: 30 Women’s Singles

Canoe/Kayak Slalom
10: 57 Men’s Canoe Double
11: 27 Women’s kayak Single

Chess
15: 00 Men’s Individual
15: 00 Women’s Individual

Cycling Track
10: 12 Men’s Team Pursuit
11: 14 Women’s Points Race

Judo
15: 00 Women’s Open
15: 00 Men’s Open
15: 00 Women’s –48kg
15; 00 Men’s –60kg

Shooting
9: 00 Women’s 25m Pistol Team
12: 00 Men’s 10m Running Target
12: 00 Men’s 10m Running Target Team
16: 00 Women’s 25m Pistol

Swimming
18: 00 Men’s 50m Butterfl y
18: 06 Women’s 100m Breaststroke
18: 22 Men’s 400m Freestyle
18: 41 Women’s 50m Freestyle
18: 56 Men’s 100m Backstroke
19: 12 Women’s 4x200m Freestyle Relay
19: 35 Men’s 4x100m Freestyle Relay

Table tennis
14: 30 Women’s Team
19: 30 Men’s Team

Tennis
10: 00 Men’s Team
10: 00 Women’s Team

Weightlifting
16: 30 Men’s 77kg
19: 00 Women’s 63kg

Wushu
10: 00 Women’s Changquan
14: 35 Men’s Taijiquan/Taijijian All-Round

ROK FREESTYLE STAR FACES STIFF CHINESE CHALLENGE OVER 400M

Champion Park ready to rock the pool
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Park Tae-hwan of Republic of Korea starts the men’s 200m freestyle fi nal at the 16th Asian Gameson Sunday. Park won gold. 
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Zhang Lin of China competes in 
the men’s 200m freestyle.


