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Deservedly ranked the best 
Sub-Saharan economy for ease 
of doing business by the World 
Bank, Mauritius is a small coun-
try with a proud reputation on 
the world stage as an ambitious 
nation attracting investors from 
China and beyond.

A leading manufacturer and 
exporter of textiles, clothing and 
seafood, the beautiful country 
of 1.3 million people boasts a 
modern and business-friendly 
climate. 

Ranked 17 out of the 183 global 
economies featured in the World 
Bank’s highly respected Ease of 
Doing Business Index, Mauritius 
has remained a regional leader 
for the second consecutive year 
as judges recognized its lat-
est wave of sustained legal and 
regulatory reforms.

With a robust economy and a 
strategic position between two con-
tinents, Mauritius not only bene� ts 
from social and political stabil-
ity, but also a highly educated and 
bilingual labor force, as well as new 
and reliable infrastructure.

Combined with the core pillars 
of a modern regulatory climate 
and preferential access to lucrative 
international markets, the country’s 
diversi� ed economy is testament to 
the hard work by the government 
of President Anerood Jugnauth 
and Prime Minister Navinchandra 
Ramgoolam. 

Their dynamic and forward-
thinking approach has created a 
condusive business environment 
that has led to huge foreign direct 
investment (FDI) throughout the 
country’s many sectors and indus-
tries.

Chinese investors are at the 
forefront of this investment race, 
with strong bilateral trade and 

political relations between Chi-
na and the Republic of Mauritius 
ensuring advantages over foreign 
investors.

During his visit to Mauritius 
in February 2009, Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao highlighted the 
excellent relations and progress 
made in various fields, such as 
labor, project contracting, agri-
culture, investment and human 
resource training. 

Trade between the two coun-
tries stands at a record high at 
$325 million annually and the 
pair are building on this success 
by establishing closer economic 
and trade links. 

Excellent incentives
Designed as a springboard 

for Chinese operations in the 
region, the massive state-of-the-
art $820 million JinFei Economic 
and Trade Cooperation Zone 
— funded and built by the Chi-
nese — is seen as a key part of 
Mauritius’ continued economic 
diversification and moderniza-
tion. 

Sited near the capital, Port Luis, 
the exciting development is expected 
to generate up to $225 million worth 
of exports a year through its mix of 
manufacturing, distribution, com-
mercial and logistics operations.

In one of the world’s most gener-
ous tax regimes, investors enjoy low 
business and income taxes, tax-free 
dividends, free repatriation of prof-
its, dividends and capital, absence 
of capital gains tax and exemption 
from customs duty on equipment.

Such incentives mean the country 
has � ourished and while the global 
economic crisis has slowed fiscal 
growth, Mauritius is performing 
strongly and managed remark-
ably well considering the difficult 

international environment. The 
Indian Ocean nation finished 
2009 with positive growth of 3 
percent, increased employment, 
inflation at 2.5 percent and FDI 
still at the level of 2008. 

As former deputy prime minis-
ter Raman Sithanen observed at 
the time: “Our balance of trade 
is satisfactory, our reserves have 
increased to about 42 weeks of 
import cover and investment as 
a share of GDP has remained 
high.

“We have considerably 
improved the business climate: 
it now only takes three days to 
start most businesses. We have 
reduced taxation and want to 
give stability, security and pre-
dictability to investors. We have 
also opened up the country to the 
outside world and it is easy for 
people to work and stay in this 
country,” said the former deputy 
prime minister.

A financial hub
The country’s modern and 

transparent financial services 
industry makes it a banking and 
financial services hub for the 
region—and China has a vital 
role to play in the development 
of this sector and others.

The Asian giant remains a very 
important trade partner and the 
number one source of imports, 
which Mauritian government 
officials put down to good qual-
ity value for money. As a govern-
ment spokesman said: “We have a 
strong bond with China and you 
can see their footprint in nearly all 
our infrastructure. 

“Chinese companies built the � rst 
airport and are now modernizing 
roads, stadiums and hospitals. In 
addition, the JinFei Economic and 

Development Zone will be a trade, 
logistics and distribution zone for 
Africa. China will remain a key 
driver of FDI and a key driver of 
trade toward Mauritius.”

Established in 1984, State Invest-
ment Corporation (SIC) has devel-
oped into a strong conglomerate 
with a diversified portfolio that 
covers the port, airport, restaurants, 
casinos, real estate development and 
manufacturing sectors.

As the government’s invest-
ment arm, SIC enjoys a very solid 
reputation and has shown itself to 
be a valuable partner for local and 
foreign entrepreneurs and institu-
tions. The firm is now seeking 
partners for three large ventures: 
the Mauritius Land-Based Oceanic 
Industry project; the capital’s new 
ring road; and the country’s cargo 
handling corporation.

“We are delighted with our col-
laborations with Chinese and very 
impressed by their quality, pric-
ing, and lead-in time,” said SIC 
managing director, Iqbal Mallam 
Hasham. 

“ ey have proven themselves to 
be very reliable, professional and 
committed businessmen that fit 
our criteria and we invite them to 
invest in our country and our future 
projects.”

As the government’s official 
investment promotion agency, the 
Board of Investment (BOI) plays 
a key role in the country’s emer-
gence as a strategically located 
and competitive global business 
platform.

The BOI acts as a one-stop-
shop for the international busi-
ness community in Mauritius by 
providing a range of personalized 

services that ensure investors can 
start their businesses quickly and 
easily. 

As the interface between gov-
ernment departments and inves-
tors, the BOI ensures a competi-
tive investment landscape free of 
bureaucracy and red tape and 
with high levels of transparency 
and legal protection.

“Our larger role is delivering 
social dividends to the people of 
the country, as well as jobs and 
enhanced quality of life through the 
successful delivery of investments,” 
said BOI managing director, Raju 
Jaddoo. “We want to put Mauritius 
on a path of creativity and innova-
tion and become a well-known 
investment platform between Asia 

and Africa.”
With its enviable strategic loca-

tion, Mauritius is a bridge between 
two worlds.  e island nation has 
developed into a major manufac-
turing base and logistics hub for 
large foreign companies targeting 
markets in Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East.

Tasked with promoting exports, 
supporting enterprise develop-
ment and providing competitive 
intelligence, Enterprise Mauritius 
provides a range of services to 
facilitate exports of Mauritian-made 
products.

A collaborative partnership 
between industry and government 
that aims to help local � rms expand 
into regional and international 
markets, the organization empow-
ers businesses in Mauritius and 
improves their competitiveness in 
global markets. 

Business experts from Enter-
prise Mauritius attended more 
than a dozen international fairs 
in 2009, created business open-
ings for nearly 100 enterprises and 
established nearly 2,000 business 
contacts across various sectors and 
industries.

“We want foreign enterprises to 
come to Mauritius and be export- 
oriented,” stated Enterprise Mauri-
tius chairman, L Amédée Darga.

 “Mauritius is a very safe base to 
operate from as there is an element 
of predictability and a well-struc-
tured and free-flowing business 
transaction and � nancial environ-
ment.”

Darga highlighted the success of 
the textile and cane industries as 
evidence of how the small country 
has capitalized on major growth 
opportunities. “We are adding 
value to all of our products such as 
fish, fine vegetables and flowers,” 
he said. “There is huge growth 
potential in the agro-industrial 
sector and also in light engineer-
ing which produces a very wide 
range of goods.”

The Mauritian government 
wholeheartedly echoed this 
view and said Chinese investors 
should view their proud and 
dynamic country as a bridge 
towards Africa.

Mauritius — a multi-faceted haven o� ering world class water sport

Boasting a top business environment 
in Africa, the tiny country is making a           
huge impact in international markets

Business-friendly bridge between two continents
M A U R I T I U S  
6 specialreport                C H I N A  D A I L YW E D N E S D A Y,  O C T O B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 1 0

We want foreign 
enterprises to 
come to Mau-
ritius and be 
export-oriented. 
It is a very safe 
base to operate 
from as there is 
an element of 
predictability and 
a well-structured 
and free-fl owing 
business transac-
tion and fi nancial 
environment.”
 L AMÉDÉE DARGA
ENTERPRISE MAURI-
TIUS CHAIRMAN
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