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Nationss first yoga college set up

Foundation stems
from cooperation
memorandum signed
during Modi's May visit

By CHEN LIANG
and LI YINGQIN in Kunming

China’s first yoga college
was established at Yunnan
University of Nationalities in
Kunming on Saturday, follow-
ing a cooperation memoran-
dum signed between China
and India in May.

At the founding ceremony,
Peng Jinhui, president of the
university, said: “The univer-
sity has confidence to build
the college into an influential
brand with its own character-
istics, a platform for cultural
exchange and a bridge for
Sino-Indian friendship”

YUN and the Indian Council
for Cultural Relations signed
the cooperation memoran-
dum during Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

May visit to China.
The college will not start
enrolling students until

August, according to Fan Jing,
director of international
affairs at YON.

Fan explained that YUN
has a long-term history of
cooperation and cultural
exchanges with India. It is
one of eight institutions in
China, and the only one in
Southwest China, offering
Hindi as a language major.

“YUN has sent around 30 of
its Hindi language students to
study in India for a year since
2011,” Fan said.

In 2011, they studied at the
Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Institute of India in Guj-
arat state, where Modi, a yoga
enthusiast, was chief minister
from 2001 to 2014.

“The arrival of our students
was covered by the local

Students do yoga in Yunnan University of Nat

If a standard
curriculum is set
up, ... we could
start enrolling high
school graduates.”

Fan Jing, director of
international affairs at YUN

media, and Modi met our stu-
dents at that time. So he knew
our school,” Fan said. “The
Chinese students President Xi
Jinping met during his visit to
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India visit last year were main-
ly from our school””

Over the years, YUN has
established a good relation-
ship with the consulate gener-
al of India to the point where
students and teachers can
obtain their Indian visas with-
in 48 hours, Fan said.

Courses set

Yoga courses have been
offered by the College of Eth-
nic Minority Sports at YUN for
afewyears. Two yoga teachers,
trained in the United States,
have instructed about 6,000
students in the university.

“Our experience of yoga
education has also given us
credit and confidence in the
cooperation,” Fan said.

he university esta

The Indian Council for Cul-
tural Relations will send two
teachers to design the curricu-
lum for a short-term course,
defined as three to six
months, and a long-term
course, lasting 12 months.

There will be three classes.
The elementary class will
require 120 class hours to
earn a certificate; the inter-
mediate class will require
240 hours; and the advanced,
360 hours. In addition to
yoga practice, there will be
classes on Indian culture and
philosophy.

All students who enroll at
the college will have the
chance to study at the Morar-
ji Desai National Institute of
Yoga in India, and those who

qualify will be granted inter-
national yoga training certifi-
cates. “Students can also
apply for scholarships from
the Indian Council for Cul-
tural Relations,” Fan said.

With China still lacking an
accepted yoga standard, the
Indian teachers will help
standardize yoga techniques,
Fan said.

“If a standard curriculum is
set up, and our diploma
becomes recognized by our
education authorities, we
could start enrolling high
school graduates,” she said.

Contact the writer at chenli-
ang@chinadaily.com.cn
and liyingqing @chinadai-
ly.com.cn

TAIWAN

Polling shows
viable candidate

By BLOOMBERG

Taiwan’s ruling Kuomint-
ang took a step closer to
naming its nominee for next
year’s Taiwan leadership
elections after polling over
the weekend showed that
the current “vice-president”
of the legislature is a viable
candidate.

The survey, conducted on
Friday and Saturday to
gauge how favorably voters
viewed Hung Hsiu-chu and
how she might fare against
the opposition party’s nomi-
nee, found she could win,
Kuomintang Secretary-Gen-
eral Lee Shu-chuan said at a
news conference on Sunday.
The party’s central commit-
tee will meet on Wednesday
to finalize a roster to be put
before a party congress on
Friday, where a formal nomi-
nation will take place.

“I can’t think of any sce-
nario in which I won’t be
nominated by my party,
Hung told reporters after
the results were
announced. “I will work
harder to earn everyone’s
support before the national
congress meeting.”

The election, scheduled
for Jan 16, will mark the exit
of the KMT’s Ma Ying-jeou,
who was first elected in 2008
and served the two-term lim-
it. One of the main issues will
be Taiwan’s relationship
with the Chinese mainland
— with the KMT more in
favor of improving ties than
the main opposition Demo-
cratic Progressive Party.

In April, the DPP named
chairwoman Tsai Ing-wen,
who ran against Ma in
2012, as its nominee for
leadership.

Two of the KMT’s most
senior members, Chairman

I hope the two
female contenders
can give people

a brand-new
campaign and set
a new model of

democracy.”

Hung Hsiu-chu, the KMT's
nominee for Taiwan election

Eric Chu and legislative
speaker Wang Jin-pyng,
have said they won’t seek the
party nomination.

“If I am nominated by
KMT, I hope the two female
contenders can give people
a brand-new campaign and
set a new model of democ-
racy,” Hung said, referring
to Tsai.

Hung, who has served as
the deputy leader of the leg-
islature since 2012, called
last week for the signing of a
peace agreement with the
Chinese mainland in a party
address, the Taipei-based
Central News Agency report-
ed. Hung was previously a
high school teacher and
holds a master’s degree in
education from Northeast
Missouri State University,
according to her profile on
the legislature’s website.
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OU BELONG AT ,
MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY.

+ Quality academic programs with high accreditations

+ More than 1,400 international students on our friendly, safe campus in

Springfield, Missouri

+ Established presence in China thanks to branch campus in Dalian and

partnerships with other Chinese institutions

+ Recent honors: Named to America's Top Colleges list by Forbes magazine;
received Best Midwestern distinction from The Princeton Review

+ International students have memorable experiences, from campus
involvement to travel around U.S.

+ Unbeatable value with scholarships and internships for international students

www.missouristate.edu

Learn about TOEFL requirements, English as a Second
Language courses and more: www.international.
missouristate.edu/futurestudents

Missouri State.
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Earn a world-class master’s degree in finance,

Queens
Master of Finance
in Beijing
A partnership with
Renmin University

while you work.

EO/AA

Find out more at gsb.ca/mfin_beijing

CFA Program 2\/).
Partner of %\&

This English-language program provides an exceptional opportunity to earn a
master’s degree in finance from Canada’s Queen’s School of Business — one of
the world's premier business schools. Weekend classes allow you to complete
the program while you continue to work, right here in Beijing.

Queens
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The University of Chicago Booth School of Business
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(YUDBA

An Executive Doctorate Programme Offered by One of the

Best Business Schools in Asia (No.4

ly invite you to attend the upcoming information seminat

and in the World (No. 37)

(UTD Rankings 2015)

gitalk about some of the key features of our DBA programme....

Online Application

€ Rigorous but Practical,
€ Reflective but Progressive,
€ Distinctive but Collective, and

€ Takes a few years to complete but has
Lifelong Personal and Societal Impacts

Professor Muammer Ozer )
Director, DBA Programme,
Professor of Management

Application Deadline : 31 May 2015
: www.cityu.edu.hk/dba/admission

» www.cityu.edu.hk/dba

Email: dba@cityu.eduhk Tel: (852) 34428527
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Welcome

to Ireland, welcome to UCD.

www.ucd.ie/international

international students

Career opportunities
and 1-year stay back

University College Dublin
Ireland’s Global University

B Email: chinaoffice@ucd.ie

higher education
institutions worldwide

University College Dublin
is more than a campus, it is
a safe and welcoming community.

Its 133 hectares of leafy space, lakes, playing pitches, historic
and modern buildings is home to Ireland’s largest community
of students, faculty and researchers. Located in the Embassy
belt of Dublin, one of Europe’s most vibrant cities, the safe
modern campus has a warm welcome for every visitor.

www.ucd.ie/international

Scholarships
available for

visa for Ireland

University

of South
Wales

We offer professionally-oriented undergraduate and postgraduate
courses in a range of areas including:

« Business « Engineering - Aircraft Maintenance - Law

« Accounting ¢ Finance « Project Management - Computing
«TESOL « Built Environment « Nursing « Education

« Art and Design

www.southwales.ac.uk/international
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

Professional courses
for a professional

*Terms and conditions apply.
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