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An exhibition of musical instruments is held at the Central Con-

servatory of Music in Beijing. PHOTOS BY FENG YONGBIN / CHINA DAILY

Music lluminates
Silk Road charm

By CHEN NAN

h hinadaily.com.cn

The inaugural conference
of the Music Education Alli-
ance Across the Silk Road,
initiated and organized by
the Central Conservatory of
Music, was held in Beijing
over May 5-7.

The Silk Road is a byword
for economic trade and cul-
tural exchanges between
Asia and Europe.

Professors and presidents
of 15 music conservatories
from countries along the old
trade routes, including the
Kyrgyz National Conservato-
ry, the Slovenian Conserva-
tory of Music and the
Vietnam National Academy
of Music, and those from 11
Chinese music schools, such
as the Shenyang Conservato-
ry of Music and the Shanghai
Conservatory of Music, par-
ticipated in forums and
workshops held as part of
the conference.

An exhibition of musical
instruments from countries
along the Silk Road and con-
certs, including ones on Xin-
jiang Mugam music and
traditional music from
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Azer-
baijan, Turkey and Iran, was
held during the event.

An agreement on research
and cultural exchanges, such
as in-depth exchange activi-
ties and plans for teacher
and student exchanges and
scholarships, was signed
during the conference.

According to Yu Feng, the
president of the Central Con-
servatory of Music, the con-
ference will be held every
three years in alliance coun-
tries along the Silk Road.
And reports from presidents
and professors of music con-
servatories will be published
in Chinese, English and Rus-
sian.

“The ancient Silk Road
trade route, for centuries,
had been a catalyst for open-
ness and collaboration.
Besides business, cultural
communication was an
important part of the Silk
Road. We hope that the new
alliance will contribute to
music research and boost
collaboration in music edu-
cation,” said Yu at the open-
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Svanibor Pettan, secretary-
general of the International
Council for Traditional Music

ing ceremony in Beijing on
May 5.

Yu also said that coopera-
tion among universities,
which have geographical
advantages and rich educa-
tional resources, will pro-
mote innovation in music
research.

Speaking about the event,
Svanibor Pettan, a professor
at the University of Ljubl-
jana Slovenia and secretary-
general of the International
Council for Traditional
Music, a nongovernmental
organization linked with
UNESCO, says: “We are
interested in learning about
various musical traditions.
That’s why we are here, for
the music alliance along the
Silk Road”

The ICTM World Network
comprises 127 countries and
regions, and in July 2018, the
Central Conservatory of
Music and ICTM will join
forces to host a forum of
international societies
which focuses on research-
ing music and dance.

Speaking about the plan,
Pettan adds: “Western music
is seen as one of the world’s
great music systems rather
than a standard for evalua-
tion of other music systems.
Every music system is wor-
thy of study, and learning
helps us understand a broad-
er cultural context.”

The Music Education Alli-
ance Across the Silk Road is a
way of boosting the Belt and
Road Initiative, a trade and
infrastructure development
plan announced by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in Septem-
ber 2013 during a visit to
Kazakhstan.
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FOCUS ON INNOVATION

Tongji University is eager to make its courses more relevant for the new
generation. Xu Xiaomin and Wang Hongyi report in Shanghai.

hanghai-based Tongji

University is seeking

innovative ways to

boost its offerings.
The university’s Party chief
Yang Xianjin says that Tongji
is also looking for ways to
improve its talent cultivation
and courses.

Yang says: “As President Xi
Jinping called on us to
achieve the goal of the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation and fulfillment of the
Chinese Dream, I feel the
country has a huge demand
for high education and talent.

“And cultivating talented
people to meet the country’s
demand for development has
long been a key issue for edu-
cators”

The establishment of the
Imperial Tientsin University
(Peiyang University) in Tianjin
in 1895 marked the start of
China’s high education jour-
ney, and during the past 122
years the country has seen
remarkable progress.

“China now is an important
nation when it comes to edu-
cation. But as it enters a new
era, new types of higher educa-
tion are needed.

“First, we have a new gener-
ation born in the late 1990s
and early 2000s who are con-
nected to the internet,” says
the professor, an experienced
university educator and
administrator who has been
on the campus since his gradu-
ation in 1984.

Teaching ideology

Meanwhile, to meet its goal
of improving higher educa-
tion, the 110-year-old Tongji
University, which is well-
known for its engineering and
architecture courses, is look-
ing at social sciences.

In January, the university
convened a special meeting to
discuss and explore the devel-
opment of humanities and
social science disciplines.

Speaking about the disci-
plines, he says: “The period
between 18 and 22 is the best
time in a person’s life, and it is
an important responsibility
for us educators to help these
students develop their views
of the world and their values.
That is why we need to focus
on social sciences.”

Typically, ideology educa-
tion is seen as boring by stu-
dents, and the traditional
blackboard teaching style
used to teach it is seen as a
turn-off.

But Yang says: “It (ideology)
should be sprinkled like salt
on food, which should blend
naturally in the dishes, thus
making it more palatable”

So now, instead of using
only the blackboard and chalk,
teachers in the Tongji Univer-
sity have begun to blend ideol-
ogy into their courses.

For instance, the university
has launched a plan to reform
the China’s Current Situation
and Policymaking course.
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Tongji is renowned
for its strong basic
research ability,
and we also want
to focus on industry
transformation
using these results,
so as to better
serve society.”

Yang Xianijin, Party chief of
Tongji University

Tongji University teachers led by Yang (right) me
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Now, teachers use slide-
shows and video clips, and use
current events in their teach-
ing, which has won favor with
the students.

Eye on sciences

Separately, the university
will focus on developing new
courses and departments to be
in sync with the country’s
strategies and changing eco-
nomic circumstances.

“The top of the list is biosci-
ence, which includes research
into stem cells,” says Yang,
who earned his PhD in bio-
medical studies from Tianjin
University.

Ocean engineering, which
includes deepwater studies, is
also on the list. “We are work-
ing to place ‘eyes’ under the
ocean, which has never been
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done in the country before,”
says Yang.

The university has also relo-
cated its lab in marine geology
to Shanghai’s Lingang port
area to facilitate better obser-
vation of seabed changes.

As one of the top schools in
Shanghai, Tongji University is
working to develop courses to
meet the demands of the city,
which aims to transform itself
into a science and technology
innovation hub with global
influence.

Besides, the university is
focusing on green energy, city
transportation and railways as
well as disaster prevention.

“These (subjects) target
important issues for our big
cities such as Beijing and
Shanghai,” says Yang.

“Tongji is renowned for its
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strong basic research ability,
and we also want to focus on
industry transformation using
these results, so as to better
serve society.”

In a related development,
the university is working with
companies such as the Shang-
hai Automotive Industry Cor-
poration and the China
Railway Rolling Stock Corpo-
ration, to set up labs and trans-
form research results into
tangible products.

Overseas cooperation

Tongji University’s history
can be traced back to 1907
when the Tongji German Med-
ical School was founded by
Erich Paulun, a German doc-
tor in Shanghai.

With a long history of links
with Germany, Tongji is now
looking for more international
cooperation.

To this end, the university
has established links with Aus-
tralia, Austria, Canada, Fin-
land, France, Germany, Japan,
Spain, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom and the United
States in education, science,
technology and economics.

Also, Tongji University has
been recruiting international
students since 1954, and was
one of the first universities in
Shanghai to offer programs to
international students.

In 2016, the university
enrolled more than 4,900
international students from
161 countries and regions to
pursue their bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s and PhD degrees in vari-
ous disciplines, and to take
language courses.
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