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For all business travel, Gilyiiours and shutile bus services - Lianghao Car RentalWill satisfy your needs and
fulfil all your expectations. We have a varied range of car models, excellent quality/ears, and diversified
rental solutions for you to choose. We are flexible and responsive to all your needs and arrangements
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Add: No.34 1st Avenue TEDA. Tianjin  TEL: 022-25280670  Hitp:/iwww.hotelgpv.com

Hotline: 400 611 6060 www.lianghao.com Jing Road, Hedong District, Tianjin
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Tianjin REFULL Tianke Mold&Die Co., Ltd

REFU{

A professional manufacturer specialized in the design, production
s0d fproess [ precson samping. mald, injecon. mold and
precision mol

Eablbed n 2006 TR Reul Tanke Mold&Die Co. Lt ows
variqus types of 4uto machines including CNC, EDM and Wire Cut
that m\pone‘i from Switzerland. The Company will provide a
comprehensive Solution 10 clients with the precision  mold

injection mold as th

and assisted by printing and assembly.
Main business
Stamping tool design and manufacture

Injection mold design and manufacture
Mechanical part manufacture

contact. ™,
Sales direct live; 1530:
Tel, 022-6850-9041 P
Address: Hua Yuan Industrial Park, Tuanbo Town el Couny,
E-mail - refull @188.com, _ wwwpmom




Fhe & ool o wath a Sty of aademic eiprilenee
NOW A00EPTING ENROLCAEENT PO 200 2 e 2031 E'

corporate guests.

* Deluxe Package @ RMB218, 6 pieces

« Imperial Package @ RMB318, 12 pieces

*Premier Package @ RMB418, 6 pieces of mooncakes
with one bottle French Wine and Chinese Tea

For purchaéé:‘831_9—8888 Ext. 3561
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No. 189 Nanjing Road, Tong Guan Road Entrance of

1 R The Exchange, Heping District, Tianjin, China
hotel nikkotianjin Tel. 8310-8668 Fax: 83193266
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the letter, Uncle Hanzi is deliberating which offer to take. If everything

goes well,he will receive a Z Visa in October and his dream of running
his Chinese etymology website in China willfinally come true. Richard Sears,
‘whose Weibo account name is Uncle Hanzi, benefited from the most powerful
online social tool when he was most desperate for help.We do not doubt that
he will have his current problemsresolved as so many helping hands have
reached out.In one of his recent post, he publicized the amount of donation he
received since the SOS post was widely spread on Weibo on August 1. It was
some 66,000 RMB and 3000 $ in total, which was, in his words,“a very big
number’

However, | also believe that Uncle Hanzi will have more complex problems
thanother celebrities face. Endless media interview calls, people reaching him
for various purposes and controversies, may be obstacles. Richard wrote in his
last Weibo post before he left to update his visa,“Ym already 62 years old but it
seems that my life has just begun. Looking for a job,an apartment and guan xi
is the most amazing experience in China... | have to leave now. Is it an end ora
start? Sointeresting!”

Is your lfe interesting so far? Is it in a positive or negative way? Living in a
foreign country must be frustrating sometimes. One of the things that annoy
most people Is smoking in inappropriate place. The Tianjin government
updated
check the effect. No matter whether there is a new version of a smoking ban,
people’s awareness of proper smoking behavior has largely improved in recent
years.Chinese people tend to see the good side of a thing and be tolerant to the
bad sides, believing that they will turn good as time goes by. So in the big story
of this issue, you can see Chinese people’s views in how effective the new
regulations can be.

Tianjin is famous for its hospitality. As 2012 Summer Davos will take place
this month, Jin Magazine produced special inserts to welcome the prest
guests from all over the world. Although they may not have much time to
explore the city, our special feature will show them the outline of the city and
‘we hope they can come back for more.

T his letter s going to be a subsequent report of the cover story. As | write
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Biz Socializer

#1 Event for Business
Networking in Tianjin since 2009

@ QING WANG FU, o 55 chongaing road, heping district, tianjin
Date: 18. Sep 2012 /i Time: 19:00 to 22:00

I you have any questions, please contact us at marketing@rexgroup.net
We need first name, last name, job title, company name, email address
and mobile number of each guest.

Chambers Member registration fee is 80 RMB.

Non-Chambers Member is 150 RMB.

The entrance fee includes:

- Acomplimentary drink (beer, rediwhite wine, soft drinks)

- Canapés

Date: 18, Sep 2012~ Time: 19:00 10 22:00  Venue: Qing Wang Fu,
55 Chongging Road, Heping District, Tianjin 300050, China

Contact: +86 (22) 8713 5555
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should retire right away to avoid more
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with her mom in an n'
mall in Beijing. She asked her mom to buy
her a complete set of Apple products
including an iPhone4s, an iPad3 and a mac
book, which will cost about 30,000 RMB
in total. The girl shouted to her mom: “Just
watch me lose my face in university if you
don’t buy me those!” and then left by
herself. The mother who obviously could
not afford it, burst into tears.
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Shell Breaks Ground on a $100
Lubricant Plant in Tianjin
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According to a source from the Tianjin Bureau of Public |
Health, the burcau has initiated a supervision and inspection on
the implementation of the Tianjin Smoking Control Regulations taking effect on May
31st. The inspection will ensure all spaces in health care institutions for children and
‘women, children’s hospitals, the indoor space of other medical institutions are completely
non-smoking. Hospitals of primary level are encouraged to set up smoking cessation
outpatient service and consultation hotline. This year, the Bureau will record the smoking
control effect into the medical institution evaluation system. If a hospital fails in this
index, it will be punished with degradation immediately.

Hospitals are required to post no-smoking signs in visible places in building
entrances, waiting areas, meeting rooms, bathrooms, hallways, elevators, and staircases
The outdoor smoking area should be far away from halls and crowds with obvious
direction signs.

180 Sets of PM2.5 Monitor Equipment in Po:
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According to Xinhua News Agency, Royal Dutch

Shell started its largest lubricant plant in China on
August 16th. The plant, worth $100 million, is located in Tianjin
Binhai New Area, the industrial hub of Tianjin city. Up to 3,000,000
tons lubricant can be produced afier the plant starts regular
function in the year 2015. Mark Gainsborough, exccutive vice
president of Shell's global commercial business, said that China is
one of Shell's most valued markets, and has been the fastest
‘growing markets in recent years. The vice president expected that
Asian lubricant market will account for more than half of the
world's lubricant demand. In 10 years, China may replace U.S. to be
the largest lubricant market in the world. The new plant in Tianjin
is Shell’s seventh lubricant plant in China. The company has set up
plants in places including Zhejiang province, Guangdong province,
and total production capacity has reached 1.5 million tons,
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According to a source from the local Environmental Protection Administration, 180
sets of PM2.5 monitor equipment will be installed in two and half months. From this year
on, Tianjin will sirengthen its control on pollutant emission and further promote the
improvement of air quality. The goal of PM2.5 density improvement will be gradually
achieved in three stages.

Targeting automobile exhaust emission, which
is the main source of PM2.5 pollutants, the
authority has slleng(h:ned ihe management of

ection signs an,
canblished the traffic restictons for yellowsign
vehicles. The government will emphasize the

development of new-energy automobiles. By 2015,
there will be 2000 full electric powered buses in
operation.
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Line 2 of the Tianjin Metro is considering setting up blue direction signs withina |
500-meter radius of it stations to help passengers casily find the nearest station. Opening |
on 1 July 2012, the line is 22.75 kilometers long and has 19 stations. It operates in two |
!

i

i

!

i

i

!

|

separate sections with open hours 9 am to 4 pm. Line 2 is disabled-friendly with subway
exits connected to sidewalks for the blind and lifis for wheelchair-bound people at its
entrances. The castern section runs from Tianjin Railway Station to Tianjin Airport
Economic Area, and the western section services between Cao Zhuang and Dongnar
“The two sections were ot connected because a section of tunnel west of Tianjn Railway
Station was flooded with water from the Hai River and collapsed d
May, 2011. The affected section won't finish reconstruction until the beginning of 2013.
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The 2" Delegation Conference of Tianjin Marketing
Association was held on July 28th. The conference reviewed and
passed the charter revision report and audit
report about the association. A new  board
panel was confirmed for the association. The
first marketing reward Marketing Star was
presented to 10 enterprises and 1

Hang Seng Bank opens sub-branch in Binhal
district of Tian;
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Hang Seng Bank Limited (sehk:0011) opened a sub-branch in
the Binhai district of Tianjin on Monday, said Hang Seng Bmk
(China) Limited, the mainland China unit of the Hong Kong-
bank. The sub-branch is part of Hang Seng Bank's efforts
its foothold in the Bohai Ring Area for an extensive financial service
network, said the lender, noting that it plans to set up three service
outlets in the Bohai Ring Area within the year. Hang Seng Bank,
which opened a new sub-branch in Beifing in the first half of this

outlets in the mainland by far, of which 12 are branches and 31 are
sub-branches. Hang Seng Bank has made its cross-border renminbi
settlement service available in 15 cities so far.

RIDAY NIGHT




COVER STORY

Uncle Hanzi

By Monica Wang, proofread by Jim Gibney, Photo by David

eibo is the Chinese word for

microblog. Tn the last few years it

has has become one of the most
influential information sources in the world
There are few people in the world who know.
this better than Richard Sears, whose Weibo
name is Hanzi Shushu — which translates into
English as Uncle Hanzi. Richard is now using
the latest technology of the web to help
research one of the world's oldest languages -
Chinese.

In one of his Weibo posts, Richard has
said: “Weibo is the guanxi (connection) for
people who have no guanxi
become an overnight sensation in China. Itall
began with a Weibo post that said Richard
Sears, who is currently living in Tianjin and
has spent 20 years studying Chinese
etymology, had established an etymology
website. This was enough to set the number of
visitors to his site soaring into the millions.

He has invested all his savings and time
into his study of Chinese but now Richard's
visa s going to expire. The message on Weibo

2]

called on people to help him continue his work
and be able to stay in China. He needs
someone to provide him with  job offer so he
could get an expert visa to continue his
studies. The post was retweeted almost 40,000
times.

‘When 1 heard about Richard's story I was.
quick to act and visit him. However, T was not
the only one or the first. On the day I arrived at
Richard’s small  apartment, in an
old-fashioned xiao qu near Tianjin University,
I found he was already meeting with other
journalists from a local publication. Richard
told me that he now receives 500 emails a day
since the post calling for help was sent out on
the internet.

Obviously, he is a busy man. During our
conversation, he received at least four phone
calls, all from mass media asking for
appointments to interview him. One of these
‘was from a journalist who was prepared to fly
from Shanghai for the interview. While we
chatted, Richard took the phone calls and
questions in the manner of a man who is used

1o getting things done. It seems that he is used
t0all the atiention.

Richard found himself famous for the
first time at the beginning of 2011. Afier the
now famous tweet, his website's page hits
increased from 15.000 to 600,000 a day. It was
only then that he first became aware of Weibo,
the Chinese microblogging site. Since then his
popularity and life has been like a
rollercoaster: “I was famous for a few days
and then I went 10 zero...then Tianjin TV made
me famous for a few more days.”

It was “China Right Here”, a serial
documentary produced by Tianjin TV, who
found him and made an episode about hs life
and work. The documentary was shot in
Tennessee in the USA. This led to him
receiving the "China Right Here" award in
Tianjin in 2011. This distinguished award is
given to 12 foreigners who have made
outstanding ~ contributions to China  and
Chinese culture. He s a worthy winner.

At the award's ceremony, Richard was
introduced by two prestigious Chinese

holars. The first was Xu Yuanchong, a
90-year-old noted translator who  was
nominated for the Nobel Prize in literature.
The other was Xu Jialu, a 74-year-old leader
in Chinese character information processing
development. That two such illustrioy
Chinese men of letters introduced him shows
the high regard in which he is held.

Since the call for help Richard has
received donations that have helped sustain
his website for a few months. However, what
he needs is some long-term sponsorship. His
website is at www.Chineseetymology.org It
has a simple interface with a place to donate at
the top and dictionary on the side. The main
page has information and links to the
variations of characters in ancient Chinese
languages.

‘The information contained in the website
is encyclopedic. To give some idea of the
scope here are some facts and figures. There
are 31,876 oracle bone characters Xu Ja Gu
Wen Bian, 24,223 bronze characters Jin Wen
Bian and the full text Chinese sources from
the Shuo Wen Jie Zi, Mandarin, Taiwanese
and Cantonese languages. There is also a
speech and phonetic database and English
translation tools.

There are other tools which show
Richard's expertise and background ~ in
mronmuun technology. There are traditional
cter to  simplified character  tools,
Lraditonalcharate o super cursive character
to0ls and a complete etymological analysis of
the 6552 most common modem Chinese
characters. He has had no helper to assist him
and he has entered, the more than one million
pieces of information, by himself.

in anyone's language it is a significant
study that makes him deserving of a job or
funding from a university. However, he has
been turned down by professional academia
He says, “Although my website is the most
popular one in etymology. 1 don’t have a PhD,
and 1 never swudied Chinese in
college..academia doesn't like this kind of
people. You don’t know anybody who can
offer [me] a job in a university.” Sadly, T don't

ichard went to Taiwan when he was 26
where he started leaming speaking, reading
and writing Chinese. At the age of 40, he
decided that he would computerize Chinese
etymology but it was just an idea. Four years
later, he had a serious heart attack and almost
died. It was this accident that spurred him to
action. Since then, he has ardently studied
Chinese and collected  information from
everywhere he could.

Many Chinese people have expressed

their respect and support for Uncle Hanzi
Many also think that it should be the Chinese
peaple’s job to protect Chinese culture. They
feel that because it is now being done by a
foreigner the Chinese people should be
ashamed. However, for Richard this is not a
problem and he has strong feelings about what
has become his life work. He uses an
intereting analogy to explain his feclings
Half the world's expert chefs are men

because women are supposed to cook. If a
man cooks, it’s special. Similarly, Chinese are
supposed to write Chinese...but as a foreigner,
it's very interesting. So half of the world’s
experts in English, are foreigners. I’s actually
common in the world for other subjects [as
well] because people are likely to study things
that are uncommon. They like to be special.”
Richard is certainly special

He continues: “I'm free and I represent
something that Chinese people want to be.”
Many Chinese, he thinks, are atiached to
education, parents, family and a job. “They
don’t have a hobby...and say, oh, I'd like to do
that.” Richard thinks he can interest young
Chinese in their language. “Among. [the]
young Chinese there are more independent
ihinkers than there used 1o be, but ot
enougl

His love of Chinese has led to him being
misunderstood by his friends and his two ex

wives. Richard lives a strange life in the
opinion of many. He puts all his energy into
his hobby partly because of his health that has
made him uncertain about how much time he
has left. Richard told me that he s ok at the
moment and now has plans o further enrich
the website. But to do this he must have
substantial sponsorship.

16 1 have a sponsor and one or two
helpers, T would first go through and fix all the
mistakes on the website. It is 98% correct but
because 1 put in about a million pieces of
information, there are mistakes. And then I
would put the pictures in and the English
explanations. But if T have the helpers, T think
T could put in super cursive Chinese messages,
not only English explanation but also
Chinese.” A big job is ahead of him

Originally,  Richard  worked as a
programmer so he has been able to make use
of his knowledge of the latest IT technology to
promote his Chinese etymology website. He
can see where the future of the internet is
going. “Everybody [now] gets information
from cell phones. I'll make the study more
user friendly] for cell phones.” O course,
more helpers and funds are desperately
needed to fulfil all these plans

If you think you can help Richard please
don't hesitate to contact him at his website.
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SMOKE

FREE

By Paula Taylor

in some public places in Tianjin, such as
on the bus, although you wouldn’t know
it as many people seem to ignore it.

S ince 1996 there has been a smoking ban

Is Anyone Listening?

Just recently I endured a horific journey
on the bus from Beijing Airport to Tianjin. We
landed at 1.00 a.m. and I had no choice but to
wait for the 6.30 a.m bus back home. When
the bus started to drive down the motorway 1
quickly realised there was a problem with the
suspension, and if I thought I could catch up
on my sleep I was sadly mistaken. I was
bounced up and down in my seat for 2% hours
and several times was actually thrown off the
seat. If this wasn’t bad enough, the driver and
his companion, despite there being a no

smoking sign, lit up cigarettes. “What a good
idea”, a fellow passenger thought, and also it
up. T endured it the first time they did it, but
when shortly after putting their first cigarette
out they lit up again and I discovered I could
not open the windows, T could stand it no
longer. 1 marched down the bus theatrically
fanning the noxious fumes away and said in a
loud voice “Can you open the windows
please”. They looked at me sheepishly, told
me the windows could not open and then put

out their cigarettes.

Is there anyone in Tianjin that obeys the
1o smoking law? Taxi drivers frequently pull
over to pick me up with a cigarette in their
hand. IfT don’t challenge them, they carry on
smoking. You may or may not know that if
re smoking you can refuse to pay the

fare and report them, if you can be bothered.
Bus drivers frequently smoke on the bus and
so they have no freedom of speech, they
cannot stop passengers from smoking. I have
sat next to people in a non-smoking part of a
restaurant, and you guessed it, they smoke and
nobody stops them.

England’s Smoking Law History

When the no smoking law was
introduced in England many people opposed
it In November 2004 a public health report
suggested that smoking should be banned in
public places and it was gradually phased in,
with the first restrictions imposed on hospital
and govermnment buildings. 1t was widely
debated i parliament, who initially had
suggested a partial ban, buton 1st July 2007, it
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was a done deal and a total smoking ban was
introduced and vigorously enforced. One of
the first pub landlords to be prosecuted for
allowing people to smoke had his licence
taken away, and his pub was closed. Another
pub landlord allowed his customers to smoke
and was punished with a large fine. He
refissed to pay. allowed customers to smoke
again and was summoned to  court
Retribution was swift, he was sentenced to six
months jail. Judging by the comments in the
newspaper most people were happy that he
had gone to prison. You may think this is
harsh but the law is the law and a line has to be
drawn somewhere. It was something of a test
case and the eyes of smokers and non-
smokers alike were all watching to se what
would happen.

o
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Different Rules Apply Here

Now I am in China of comrse | have s
endure it, but whas drives me crazy is the fact
that if there is @ smoking ban in place, not arly
do some people ignare if, bat nobody else
eriticises them fos doing so. 1 Bave previously
mentioned the time | weat o Hoog Korg with
my trusty Chinese friend. 1t was the first time
she hadlevet lef the maialand and loved Hong
Kong, but there was ooe thing that snnoycd
her. Inpublic places smoking is bannod and
there is  $3000 (EIKD) fine if snybody breaks
the law,(incidentally I didn't see anyone do

sa).

My fricnd was aghast and said 5,000 is
o0 mseh, they shouldn't be so barst”

“What do you care, you don’t cven
smoke” I said 10 her.

SLothink $200 is cnoush ol
punishment”.

“T0 i s anly S200 people will break fhe
law a5 they can afford to pay that

Amithvw'mﬁmiwldmemﬂe
gets caught breaking a traffic law, a fine of
200 yuan is casy for him to pay. I couldn’t
understand why my friend was annoyed on
behalf of smokers who break the lsw. This in

between Westerners and Chinese. 1 others
are bresking the law, queve jumping of
ing in uasociable behaviour, Chinesc
people will not criticise them. My Chinese
friends are all decent, law-abiding people, |
know they do ot approve of these b babits
but they will not openly condemn others.
Usually when 1 am ot with my friends and
see somenne do something unsociable, and
ask outraged “Did you sce that guy siop his
car and empty all his rabbish on the floor™”
“Really? 1 didn't see” is the sock
answer. OF T get told “We don’t look a wht

(-]

others are doing”. 01 mare frequently. “We
dow't want to embaviss someaus by
eriticising theen, maybe in time they will
change”. Well 1 believe in miracles but [
wan't be excited any time soon sbout selfish
people suddecly seeing the light and deciding.
tht what they ae doing is wrong. My friends.
do ot even like it if I call such people selfish.
“Maybe they don't keow they can't smoke
here” they sty nicely when | paint sut that in
the metro it s really dangerous when people
ignore he smaking ban, 1 stw  man standing
underneath the “No Smoking™ sign — you
guessed it, smoking. The Chinese characters
setsally translate as “Stroagly forbidden 1o
smoke bere”. “You think he can't see that
sign™ [ ask. The reply is usually “This is
China, no point you getting upset”.

Why | Care

T will gel upset i people smoke in the
Metro, because in Londen m November 1987
there was & disaster an the tube (metro) when
somebody carelessly dropped a it match on
the cscalator. 1t set alight rubbish that had
accumlated, and the smoke and flames.
famned by the wind in the tunnels quickly
spread. 31 poople died and 60 people were
infured, some very seversly and they received
liffe changing injuries. As & resubt of a fire at
another tube station, had boen
banmed on the tube trains since July 1984, In
February 198 a completc ban on smoking in
all sub-surfsce stations was pat into effect.
However this did not inclade the escalators.
and this is why the tragic incident at King's
Cross Station occured.  Most of the tube
stations in London are extremely old and the
escalators at King's Cross had been built in
1940 and were made of wood That one
persan’s carelessness that day cost many lives.
Thers i a plague ol this  station

commmorating the passengers (hat disd, and
quite often the badly injured survivors appear
an TV 1o give their stories. Therefore this
tragedy is aill fresh in Londooers minds,
even if they were ot bom when it happened.
Can you imagine if a similar disaster oocurred
in China? Because of the sheer number of
people ravelling on the metro, it would be a

of enormous propenions, so |
really get scared when ] sec samevae violating
this law.

Chinese People Do Care

Hadlier on in this atticls 1 gave my
‘apinion a5 10 how Chinese people react when
they see someone breaking the no smoking
rule. 1 was intercstod to sce whether or nat my
view was correct 30 [ asked a selection of
Chinese friends for their opinion. Have a look.
a1 the following questions und answers:+
Q. Have you ever seen anyong smake in
210 smoking placs?

A Yes, sure. Soms peopls just don't care
Q. Did i iy ST W —
A. No, il . Fpis g Sank that |
am tom Sy — -]y know
sach el

o poegis. a2 nery comeemed 2310
hm\/n-_m e, 5o even if ey
disappumes f bl bbegmimur they will not say
amythizy #8 wwm iy Smmsclves become the
arget of srmm—
Q. Hom e i o )1 17
A. Soms ey il con't realize that
they o s ® B 110 smoking area,
or think fhiey wfl Be lucky enotigh to
escape the penalty.

Ther
Ul ol are
slspya, iy o gy, sl i el of the
b T el W 1o them.

s b iy b that W
ekl el s . g o I 25
Tt 1w e e

another differsncs herwesn

Q. TF your husbandifiiend smoked in @ no
smoking place how would you deal with

Al think | would ask them to lsavs the no
smaking zone or otherwise Kick them out
myself.

Fara Chinese person to fee] this strongly
aboat samething that they would actually
challenge friends and family - this is progress
indecd. The problem has always bees not that
Chinese people do not care about these things,
wmmﬂmunwﬂhuwmmmm

Uik we are rude, beeause we  spesk

al fhe ather person’s Reelings
sy il they s breaking hess rules ey do
ot care about the feclings of others and so
Bave forfeited their right to have their feelings
taken into consideration.

Q. In Eurape and Ameriea it is ilegal to
smoke in all public arsas including the
vublic. spaces in the hallways of
ts. Da yau think that China will
g a siniler law?
A %ma | do. | think it is definitely a
pmases g Bl Bas are some no
e e, a7l Tii i5 0N the right
W b — " —hatonal sity. Al
e S ESeRmes. Wore are some
[ -

vty | il w1 b inpossible
o g B M sty o Elrincs
e Ry il 1 g ety

G W P —— Do
someond Bemses hese rules?

A So for i Thetin, | dan' think they will
be punmemt Br bresking the ruls
s | Bt fime for peaple to realize
il 4 e behaviour o smoke in
weian wmam Morcover, the municipal
i —

Smsiwmes W Wb Therefore us
- e i E——ue reminding
eSS Sormiar sl WL Reich A3 fiends,
Tanilies, i wes—

This b sy W There are many

peaple smaking i1 2 no

smoking place but she el she could wol say

anything t them. She feels that there are o
i 0 smoking = e would be better
#F w ioing it arsl #EYE; the rules. Sbe
sl 0 would pre-#age 94 friend or relative
o = rying to il B rules by telling
dewms i advance they = in & DO smoking
me= Wi definitcly &8 St some form of
should by mpcmented for (he
it although Wi mimined it would be
sy daficult 1o pui s ptice,
uShiuai has sy sfaders cverywhbere
Bl i pot felt bogem smugh o confront
S b focls that wsking is acoepuble
i wkers shesd =

themselves when sameone’s had behaviour
upsets them.  If anyone sbe know fried to
smoke in a place they shoulda’t she is quite
definie that she would siop them. Regarding
the banning of smoking in all public places
the had this to say “That vl ke at cast swo

very docidod “Who will bs thers to wasch the
smokers? Policemen? There used 1o be old
ladics (authortzed by the governmenn) to stand
on the strect to catch those who st o the
road, but quarrels d. Then

= e e Chems =il completely ban
b, ol et

the mem ssiic opinion came
r....qm whe b 5o scen people

& W driver is slaig ou can refusc to
g . and e . Vot ofthen vill
o s cigaretes ma f pom ask them s they

it of the commpummes. When sho bas
= wmcone sowimy Hegally she will
vt a0 anything sdess s blows.the smoke
s  face. Agas b ilings are “These
s e ot awass sl Bey are smoking i
& masmuking arca s e fon't respeet any
e = mgulations = i i3 what Chinese

wways say: ket il RS, [ have
--tdlhnsa-d.|-ﬂlynﬂmmta
p-_'.mm quilim s e lowe T
cy usc M s o comfon

! Peope don't think it's a big deal
and the ladies are just there to make money
out of it". From all these opisions it is
obvious that many Chincse do not ke the Lact
that the rules are broken but feel wrable to
deal with the sinsation.

Why Break the Rule?
The previous viewpaints belong o
von sokias. The s
differenn opinions, one particulasly was quite
interesting, and I think sums of what the
majocity of people here think. I asked the
same questions. This smoker felt that they
Just had to get used to the fact that in some
places it is forbidden 1o smoke. So far so
However, e bas broken this mle

of e

b did Bt influence anyonc clsc, so felt that it
was akay. He also felt thas although smoking
s already basned in some places, it wasld not
b possible 1o 109 peapls in (he camidors af
public places.
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Another smoker felt that it was good
there were non-smoking places and expressed
his support, although he admitted he had
smoked in these places as he felt the law was
not so strong. A few articles back I wrote
about the time 1 asked a friend why Chinese
peaple did not follow the rules and she said
“We feel although it s a rule, maybe it is not
. Again
Chinese people seem to have collective
feelings about this, that it won’t matter too
much if they break a rule. Interestingly
enough this smoker felt it would be a good
thing if smoking was banned in all public
places and cited Singapore as a good example
to follow,

Going Forward
As there are already bans in place, why
are new regulations needed? The local
Government have pledged to reduce  the
effects of smoking on others and so the new
smoking ban, or as they refer to it,
smoking” is  extremely
comprehensive. They have also set up the
Tianjin Health Promotion Board to promote
and co-ordinate an anti-smoking campaign.
They have released a report as follows
In the past two months, they received 41
complaints and carried out routine checks
times. 103 rectification notices along
with 2,477 verbal warnings were issued.
According 10 a nationwide survey, the

.05

smoking and heart discases, lung discases
among children and lung cancers stood at a
leading 70.2%, §5.9% and 78.8%.

The report said the rate of smoking in
public places in Tianjin has fallen
significantly, especially at schools, child care

o

centres,  banks,  post offices,
telecommunication  offices, libraries and
museums.

It also admitted more efforts should be
made at restaurants, intemet cafes and
ballrooms.

‘Tianjin hopes to make the 2012 Summer
Davos conference and the 9th National Sports
Meeting of College Students, which the city
will host in September 11 to 13 and September
910 15 respectively, smoking-fiee.

The list of places where smoking is
banned has grown and here are some of them:-

Any institution or activity where there
are  children, for instance  schools,
kindergartens children’s hospitals etc. Any
health institution, including those for adults
Libraries, museums, art_galleries,  science
institutions, exhibition halls, cinemas, music
halls, any place of entertainment, internet
bars, shops inside markets, supermarkets,
gyms, sports competitions, places of histarical
interest, any rooms or halls inside public
parks, bookshops, any shopping place that is
inside. Public areas in hotels, and in addition
they are 1o offer no smoking rooms,
conference. rooms, restaurants, banks, post
offices, any place offering a public service,
any form of public transport including the
waiting  rooms  and ticket halls
Establishments are to provide a place for
smokers and they are to install a good
extraction system. Also the Health Board are
to actively educate people as to the ban and
have eye catching signs warning people, alang
with a_telephone number, presumably to
report violations,

What will happen?
Now for the important part of ihe
legislation - consequences! If someons flots

the law and refuses to put their cigarette out
they can be asked to leave or the staff can
refise to serve them. There is fo be a
widespread advertising campaign and the TV
companies etc. will not be able to charge for
this, Schools, hospitals ete. are also to take
part in an_educational campaign warning
people of the dangers. Workplaces are to
appoint a person to enforce the rule and
companies are encouraged to have their own
punishment system.

Every May 31st is World No Smoking
Day and this is to be widely publicised.
Tobacco vendors are to be encouraged to stop
selling tobacco for this one day. Each
company is to have someone responsible for
preventing smoking inside, and if they fail in
this duty the company is to be fined 5,000
yuan and the supervisor is to be held
personally responsible and to be fined 500
yuan. If they fail to set up a supervisor, the
same fine applies. If eating and entertainment
places fail to set up a designated smoking
area, they also get the same fine. Individuals
that smoke are to be fined from 50 to 200
yuan. Anyone that threatens the smoking
Supervisor or berates them s to be taken to
court. Any supervisor that receives a bribe to
ignore someone smoking is to be re-educated.
These new laws replace the original 1996
anti-smoking laws

Quite what we are supposed to do when
someone flouts the law is a litle tricky, as
Chinese people will not take 100 kindly to
foreigners trying to tell them what to do in
their country. If we are in a restaurant and
someone smokes, better to let the staff’deal
with the problem.  China is already a Super
Power but only time will tell if they are ready
now 10 follow the lead of other countries in
this health campaign. It will be interesting to
see what happens.
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EXPATS HISTORY IN TIANJIN

Floods in Tianjin

— not a new experience!

X
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large amounts of rain falling

in the Beijing-Tianjin area
with  Befjing flooding  more
heavily than in the past 60 years.
Floods are not new. Flooding used
to be a regular oceurrence
especially with Tianjin ~being
located on  coaal lin withthe
Hai fon
confluence of fve rivers _the
Southern part of the Grand Canal
(Nan Yun) joined by the Wei River
a Linging, Ziya River, Daging
River,  Yon River, the
Nnr\hem Conal oining the Bai
Rive

J uly and August have scen

ln September 1917, there
was a particularly serious flood
‘when heavy rains and run-off from
the mountains led to the dyke of
the Grand Canal being breached in
about 13 places. The south-west
part of me city was completely

_;hEL BIFRAIKR

submerged: water in_the Hai
Guang Si area was 178 metres
high; in the French concession to
the northern part of Hebei Road it

was up to 1.45 metres highs in the
Japanese concession it was about
1 metre high, while in the British
concession it reached about 0.7
metres. Standing on the rooftops
looking west, all that could be
seen was a vast expanse of water
with numerous islands — villages
on mounds — between which junks
sailed (abstract for article i

Z

Municipal
Council made a number of
improvements to the drainage as a
result. The Qiang Zi River was
canalised to feed water into the
Hai He by way of sluice gates. The
Japanese, French and B

‘municipal governments negotiated

i 1917 o

By Andrea Klopper

with the Germans to install

pumping  equipment in their

concession where the Qiang Zi

River fed into the Hai He River so

that water could be more rapidly
erted.

In 1937 however, there was
another threat of flooding. The
Peking

and Tientsin Times
eing takea
ents buit

o
ot o

Two years later. there were

more heavy rains with three uge

storms causing the Yong Ding, Da

Qing, Zi Ya and Nan Yum Rivers

flood and merge. The

army dynamited the dyke ncar

Varg, Liu Qing hoping to divert

e rising wasers into

land but 10 no avail. The waters

flooded through Hai Guang Si and
the Qiang Zi river overflowed.
Water was as high as 1.8 to 2.4
metres in some places. wmle most
streets were about 1.5 metres
under water o tht bosts bocame
the means of travel. All public
transportation was disrupted, most
factories had 10 stop production
and businesses were closed with
huge conomic osesincured
Matters in the city were
exacerbated by a infls of people

‘houses built of mud brick so when
their foundations were soaked by
the rising water, the mud softened
and caused the houses to collapse.
Entire villages were submerged.

which they could locate by the all
buildings. In the city, people were
marooned on their roofs.
Salvation  Army  organised
“house-top relief”. With hired
boats, distributed  clean
drinking  water and Chinese
steamed buns o some 3000 people
cach day.
Every available place that
could provide shelter was opened

the refugees — the Race Club
rcsiand, he Tintsn Grammar
Schoul hall (some 1600 people),
public meeting places and empty
warchouses.

The Salvation Ammy and
others were also responsible for
erecting shelters for the refugees
as it became apparent they would
not be able to re-establish
themselves before the onset of
winter. The city authorities
provided waste land where the
south-facing huts could be built
with the labour of the refugees.
Bamboo rods formed the frame
over which reed mats were draped
and then the whole was plastered
with mud to form a 9 by 5 foot hut
Over 4000 such huts housed over
20 000 refugees (personal notes of
Dr Hoyte)

An appeal went out for
medical help as it was feared
disease would  spread  many
refugees already weakened by the
preceding three years of near
famine in the district. One of the

oo Teca.

doctors who responded  was
Chmese Inland  Missionary Dr

who was working at a
hmpual in Linfen. His daughter,

“The lom low lines of huts
stretched as far as | could see.

Father had to stoop low to get
through m door o could
not stand upright

Chinese
patheti

Relp. A Title gir sbout my
age stared at me, but we were

both 100 shy to speak”
(Goldsmith, Elizabeth 2000:
Doctors held daily clinic and
did home visits 1o those 100 ill to
move. Surgery was done in the
city hospitals while there were
camp  hospitals for matemity
needs and an impromptu hospital
with improvised beds. Dr Hoyte
was placed in charge. Those with
infectious diseases were housed in
a special camp.

ettt e gty g it D

The August 1939 Big Flood

o
Which were estmated at 20 000
people. The Buddhist Red Cross
was involved, helping to bury
those that died.

Light Infantry stationed in Tianjin
at the time, was on

exchange duty at the Barmacks. He.
waded across the room which was
clearly full of water and
apparently stood on a live wire
cither while trying to reconnect the
electricity supply (official version
or tried 10 tum on a fan_Being in
the water right by a plugged in
appliance (as the photo shows)
suggests a rather casual attitude 1o
the potential  dangers!
unfortunate private was duly given
a military funeral in the Hai He.
His  fellow  soldiers  were
evacuated from their barracks and

sampans and the officers played
deck tennis on the mess roof! The
US Marine Barracks were also
flooded with the compound under

canks high (18th) in terms of
reconds for deaths:

44 inches of water. Prior 1o his
death,  Private Grimstead ~had
written to his mother and noted:
“Tl have to go now. The
smel is temible. I'm surprised
you cannot smell it in England
it that bad®” (all above from
hitpfidurhamlightinfantrywebs
comIstdli1937china.him)
Clearly it was an extremely
hard time and its protracted nature
added to the general discomfort.
The extent of the flooding
was such that 4 couple of
months for the waters 1o recede
despite the city engineers erecting
huge pumps 10 help drain the city.
A Bitish sllent news clip at e
being
organised with buckes and hand

o theight (D Ho

Soldrsof e 1 Duta Lt Iy
e 1939 oo Top: Soldiers on he
vt Gt

o e o b

o (cf
Bml:hpame Comvideocombatin
g-tientsin-floods). By spring, it
had dried out <ulhc|enﬂy for Ihc
displaced farmers to retur to their
land with barges helping to carry
people. Some 13 000 suits of
wadded clothing were distributed
and families were each given $10

and a bag of seed DrHoyte
commented:

“The whole enterprise was an

amazing achievement”.

Evidence of the event
remains today on the occasional
markers on various buildings (see
below) and when the rains fall as
they recently did, older Tianjiners
1o doubt remember
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BUSINESS

China's Business
School Boom
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re China's business schools keeping
Apdc:‘ with demands from the business

worl and  their  international
competition?

As China's economy continues (o grow,
domestic business schools supplying talent
for the market arc increasing in international
status and number. However, can domestic
business school programs expand fast enough
to keep up with rising student demand and the.
appetite of China-based companies for their

Education providers in China are
recognizing and responding 1o the domestic
need for business talent. The increasing
demand for higher-quality MBA is being
driven by the needs of multinational
companies, as well as state-owned and
private enterprises.

very few years the Ministry of
Education approves schools in_ batches of
10,20 or 30.With seven batches approved so
far this year, China now has a total of 127
business schools that educate about 30,000
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students a year. But although the number of
schools has risen exponentially, it still lags
behind the number of business schools in the

Over the past decade, the number of
business schools in the US has increased
annually by roughly 6%, So that today about
1000 MBA degree programs serve an
estimated 130,000 students. Roughly one

quarter of all graduate students in the US will
eam an MBA degree. But only one in every
20 of the roughly 420,000 graduate students

in China will graduate with a business degree.

OPTING TO STUDY ABROAD

Despite the increase in quality and
quantity of China-based programs, many
Chinese students still opt to study outside of
China. "They are committed to a different
learning ~ experience.” says Cambridge
University Judge Business School MBA
Exccutive Director Karen Sicgfried, nothing
that applications from Chinese students to
Judge's MBA program have increased over
the past two years, even with little direct
advertising in China by the school.

"Many top applicants in China are
looking to programs outside of China to
provide them with the broad international
exposure and training that they feel will

betier prepare them 1o be
business leaders upon  their
retum to their home country.”
she says.

Business  programs  in
China are keeping up with the
international - competition for
swdents by diversifying,
offering  more  specialized
degrees in areas like marketing,
and adding value and academic
quality. says Rutgers Business
School Senior Executive MBA
China Program Representative
Kelly Brantner. Rutgers is

ranked 20th in The Wall Street Journal's top
Executive  MBA(EMBA)  programs
worldwide.

Chinese business schools also have
the"latecomer"advantage of being able to
learn from the carlier efforts of the world's
best schools. The Chinese programs are also
trying to identify their positions in the
worldwide marketplace, in terms of ranking
and international accreditations.

NEW WAYS OF THINGKING

Many potential Chinese students with
aspirations for employment in multinational
corporations believe a business  school
education will help them develop the required
leadership and critical thinking skills that are
not encouraged in traditional ~ Chinese
classrooms, where there is more emphasis on
rote memorization and respect for authority.

‘This focus on self-improvement and the
desire to get ahead in the business world has
been helping drive the local business school
boom. So much has been written and talked
about regarding the need for individuals to
have improved critical thinking, leadership
and team building skills-the softer skill side
of business. However, there is still a gap that
needs 10 be addressed and business schools
and addressing that gap.

A recent survey of part-time and
full-time MBA and EMBA graduates by the
Graduate Management Admissions Council
(owners and administers of the GMAT
exam)found that 91% of graduates saw an
improvement in their critical and strategic

thinking  skills, while 84% said ~their
leadership and team building skills improved
a good or great deal.

STAYING HOME TO STUDY

Many China-based programs are seeing.
a noticeable rise in the number of Chinese
MBA applicants. This may be due to a variety
of factors. "The gap of economic
development, living conditions, opportunities
and many other things have narrowed
between China and developed countries, so
more and more students simply consider an
MBA as a purely academic choice rather than
ranking advantage of going abroad and
staying there.

The sluggish overseas job market and

the often prohibitive costs of obtaining and
MBA overseas are also giving prospective
students reason to consider options closer to
home. Many Chinese MBA students plan to
work in China after graduating because the
job market is better here than in many
developed nations. If they leave China to
study, they lose contact with their business
networks and fall out of touch with business
trends.

ATTRACTING FOREIGN STUDENTS

Chinese students are not the only ones
who are increasingly choosing Chinese MBA
programs. The numbers of foreign students
applying and being admitted to Chinese
business schools is also on the rise.
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New Face in Tianjin
Hotel Industry

By Parker Barriball

he Westin has recently seen the appointment of a new General

| Manager, Terry Ko, who has years of experience both on the

Mainland and abroad in the hotel industry. Terry who was borm

in Hong Kong was kind enough to

hotel industry in Tianjin and the differences between Chinese and
Western

¢ us his unique perspective on the

A. They all have different needs. In General, because of cultural
differences, Western people coming from more courteous soci
hence they are more approachabl enerous with saying pleas
thank you. Chinese society is more conservative and people are
sometimes less liberal with say
associates. Chinese people are humorous and like to joke with their
friends but with servers or strangers they are much more reserved than
their Western counterparts, there is less joking around with a Chinese

guest. However, the younger Chinese generations are becoming more

please and thank you to service

and more approachable.
sbout the strength's you feel the Westin
c up?
A. For one our location is
still very new and attractive. Our amenities and rooms are all excellent
Of course I believe our service is great. One thing 1 enjoy about
Starwood Preferred Guest pro
provide an environment where people can fulfill their purpose. I they
need a formal conference room, or a lounge to relax with clients, we
really facilitate their mission in town. They come here with a goal and

Ieave having accomplished it

Vhat are some in the works at the
/estin that we can expect in the futu
A. Right now we have a series of food promotions. We do short
term, ten days to two weeks, of a new flavor. Sometimes we have
southern Chinese food served in our restaurants, soon w
Turkish offering. Other times we will do a chef ex
hotels to bring in broader flavor samples. No matter how good a chef
youare, if you did not grow up eating a certain kind of food, you will
never truly be able to recreate it. That is why chef exchanges
ests as broad a sampling of cuisine as possible.
Q dvice wou ve to young people interested i
1 career in the he
A, First I wou you have to make up your mind to do it
because you won’t be GM in two years. You know, there is no such
thing as an instant manager. You really do need the experience; you
have to know how all the little aspects work so that when you do lead
people in the future you can apply your skills with your staff. You can’t
tell others 1o smile as a GM with a frown on your face; you need a
people in this business is not about

Many people are surprised when th
like this, if everything went well at my hotel on a given day, it is just
a5 good as Christmas or Chine v
Jin would like to thank Terry and the Westin for taking time to
speak with us and wish them all the best of luck in the upcoming

holiday season.
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BUSINESS

New Places,
Familiar Faces

The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel,
Tianjin is living up to the name.
By Parker Barriball

otel managers are transient by nature. New blood brings new
S-star luxury hotels like Tianjin's

e alent. Such was thecasc recently when Christian Metzner came to
the Astor. The difference in this case however, was that Christian has
been a fixture in Tianjin’s hotel industry for years. We caught up with
Christian recently, no small feat for us as Christian was recently
managing both the Westin Hotel and the Astor simultancously.

Q. You have been in China and Tianjin for a long time, you
know the lay of the land in the luxury hotel industry. With that in
mind, were you happy with the state of affais at the Astor when
you arrived as the new

A. The Astor is different level of hotel from the start. We have a
history here, and we grew along with the city. So coming here I knaw
the uniqueness would pose challenges but also offer great opportunities
0 preserve the essence of the hotel as well as bring in new directions.
“The Astor is a Starwood Hotel and as such we have guidelines and cor
values, but GM:  bring their ideas with them. This is a post
T was happy to accept and have enjoyed, really enjoyed it so far.

ome in a

Q. What is the hardest part of balancing your personal and
professional life?

A. Wellto start, I live in the hotel. So there’s always the presenc:
of work. I am available twenty-four hours a day in case there is an issue.
Which is nice in that it helps us bring a good experience o our guests,
but the temptation is to never separate, to always be in the work
mindset. T start work early because | want to great our guests as the
leave, to really check in with them, and many times work runs late. T
have to make it a point to get outside of the hotel and see the cily,
especially in the cold days of winter. Even if it is just a walk, you have
10 keep from getting static. Since the Astor has high profile guest:
example James Cameron, it keeps things interesting as I always warl to
spend at least some time with our guests, be they famous directors ar

far

(-]

‘government dignitaries. Still, this s the lifestyle I have chosen and 1
really like it, 1 like the city as well

Q. How would you compare and contrast working here at the
Astor to your previous post at the Westin

A. At my last job I started in marketing and moved up. Here 1
started as GM so there is that difference. But as the hotel gocs,
everything here is about the details. Our guests expect an incredible
experience and we work to make that happen. Whether is food. guest
relations, or the services we provide, we want to make staying here a
different experience. The details allow our guests to truly experien
Tianjin itself.

The attention to detail is always evident. Anytime T have visited
the Astor the Victorian lobby is a welcomed retreat for tea and a chance
0 relive some of the history of Tianjin in its oldest hotel. They even
offer Historic Menus, so guests can sample the same dishes that the
likes of the Empress Puyi and US President Herbert Hoover enjoyed
during their long ago stays. Christian was clear in explaining that at the
Astor, “We want to deliver and indigenous experience”. And they
certainly do. The core values of the hotel are Indigenous, Exceptional,
and Experience and I can attest that each of my own visits have shown
that these values go from ethereal to material inside of the Astor.
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The Wild Wild East

Jobless, Ignorant and
Expat!
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SEHRE, B
FURHST—

Working in China has distinct positives
and negatives. On one hand, China’s
economy is strong at the moment (at least
stonger than most highly ~ developed
economies). The opportunities here are also
much faster paced than what you would
usually find there. A deal can be struck in
China within a week while the same one can
take a month to complete in the US.

The Chinese customer and client is also
becoming less price-sensitive and  will
therefore be on the radar of every major
company, so working in China will give you
valuable  experience of navigating the
inese market and deems you more
valuable to companies back home if you
decide to return one day.

‘Think about it as a new frontier where
opportunities are available but also dangers.
It's very comparable 1o the old US west

Become a Yearly Sponsor 2013/14 of the German Chamber

Tianjin Office

As a Yearly Sponsor of the German
Chamber Tianjin Office your company will
be present as one of our leading partners
over the course of one year. With this
sponsorship you underline your support for
the German Community in Tianjin and
benefit from a wide range of advantages.

Duration of Sponsorships:

March 01,2013 until February 29, 2014
Application Deadline:

January 01,2013

Price of Sponsorship:

RMB 30,000 net (Tianjin)

ERARITE, MEY

- where many made fortunes in gold rushes
because they gambled and went there in dire
conditions and dealt with dangerous security

“RABRS, HAGRET
GATURLE kAR AS
RATTANEE, FRAE

You have the opportunity for a North China

ot too long ago, China was still
\ taking the very first steps in
economic development,
infrastructure  expansion and  industrial
advancement. Before and during this time,
most westerners never thought about China
or what's happening there and they didn’t
have their eyes ~even through news- on the
fast developments taking place in China

There were some however who did keep
an eye on China’s very ambitious plan and
how it came together and translated to real
development on the nation’s vast lands.
Those few spectators were interested in the
expanding Chinese market and were working
on developing economic and technological
co-operatives  with  Chinese  businesses;
government and private owned alike.

Even fewer of those spectators had a
bigger plan; to actually live and work in
China one day! Some had a special interest in
Chinese (or Asian) history, some wanted to
start a new life on the other side of the world
and some just simply wanted to get a job
there.

Fast forward to the 215t century and the
icture becomes clear. The Chinese economy
is now on of the world’s largest and is here to

stay. This naturally set a business and
employment scene very different from what
China had a mere twenty years ago. Today.
‘many expats have moved to China for doing
business or working in the local market while
some have moved in to teach English to the
demanding population.

While many expats made the decision to
live in China permanently and now have
wives (Chinese or foreigners) and maybe
children and families, most expats remain
undecided on this issue and treat it as a short
term situation without any future planning.
However, since we're in China, we might as
well use their famous concept on the
“five-year-plan”.

You can start by asking yourself, what
do you want of a career or a business? Is it the
expansion and advancement available in a
growing market? Is it a higher salary or
bigger profit? Is it a lfestyle that you can’t
find anywhere else? Is it a personal
relationship that you think you will find
here?! Different people each have a different
reason for coming to China and you need to
pinpoint yours. Of course you came for
business or career but what do you want afier
that?

I this artcle series, Moe ELGHAREER discusses China’s workplace, employment opportunities,issues that
face expats in Chinese businesses, how the Chinese professional scene accommodates expats and the patential for

expat-Chinese co-operation in the workplace.

(-]

issues on a daily basis

Drawbacks in China might not be
primarily security and heat related, but have
to be navigated carefully for a successful
career or business here nonetheless. For one,
you should lower your target salary/profit to a
realistic level. Remember that there is a 50%
difference in the purchasing power compared
with the US for example. In other words, if
you live comfortably in the New York with
$50,000 annually, you can expect to live an
equivalent lifestyle in Shanghai, Beijing or
“Tianjin with $25.000 annually.

Keep in mind that the salary of a top
Chinese graduate of a leading university (e.g.
Peking) is around $12500 annually and
heishe would have an advantage over you
when it comes to working in China. One
reason s the language but more importantly;
the area knowledge, business information,
market connections and cultural sensitivity
that you can spend years to develop to a
suitable level.

So what's the situation for expats in
China now? How to compete efficiently for a
job and how to choose which job to compete
for? These are our topics for next month
Until then, 1 will gladly receive your
comments & questions and will try to discuss
them in the next article. Happy Mid-Autumn
Festival.

Send comments & questions 1o Moe ELGHAREEB

sponsorship covering Beijing and Tianjin
for only RMB 120,000 net.

(Price of Sponsorship in Beijing: RMB
96,000 net)

German Chamber Tianjin Office Room 1502, Giobal Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073

TelFax+86 22 8767 9249

2 Email ianjin@bj china.ahk do  Website: www.china.ahk do

Resort presents its unique five star services as a luxury resort hotel 1o guests from
around globe. The hotel is near several Highway Entries, and is only a 10-mine diive
“Tianjin. The total

to
area of the hotel is 35000m2, the lake is 500,000m2.
re are 88 quest rooms in the hotel. Equipped and ready for video phone
conference and simultaneous interpretation systems, nearly 1000m2 conference room
will satisfy any demands by national and international meetings; there are aiso small
‘The Jasmine
Cafe inside the hotel provides both Chinese and Western buffet; with 5 VIP rooms with
CgEOC BT neav\y 300 m2 and is spacious enough for 160
ques . while ideal place for
Moreover, et v oo macer swiming oo, 3 fiess conter, landad
indoor tennis courl, badminton field, Pingpang room, chess and card room, and billiard

“The 18- hole golf course is about 4000m2 and can help businessman relax their body
and mind,

Bolong Lakeview Resort, an ideal and most convenlent place for government and
business travelers.
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LOCAL FACE

Young, Energetic and
Creative Executive Chef

When did you start your career as a chef?

Although I studied Chinese Cuisine in
school, 1 started as a western chef at Hyatt
Hotel Tianjin 18 years ago. I learned from
many chefs from all over the world, such as
Hong Kong, New Zealand, Germany and
Korea.

o

by Monica Wang

What are your responsibilities in the hotel?
I'm in charge in both Chinese and

Western kitchens in the Radisson Blu Plaza

Hotel Tianjin as well as banquet kitchen

Can you brief us on the specialties of the
restaurants in Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel

n
The restaurants in Radisson Blu Plaza
Hotel Tianjin are very accessible compared to
other luxury restaurants in five-star hotels,
The breakfast buffet in Café@ 66 complies
with Carlson Rezidor Group’s super breakfast
standard, which has an emphasis on nutrition
and health. Since we have Chinese, Western
and other Asian customers, we have a menu
that fuses international cuisines to meet the
demands of different culinary preferences.
ur Chinese restaurant China Station
has an open kitchen and guests can see
cooking process in the kitchen. I’s different
from ordinary Chinese kitchens that are
always filled with smoke. We have Cantonese
food, spicy Sichuan and Hunan food, as well
as delicate Shanghai food. Wherever the
guests are from, they can find something
friendly to their appetite.

Summer Davos is coming back to Tianjin
in September. Will you j catering
service?

Yes. I've provided service to Summer
Davos three times. For the first time in 2008,
T worked for a five-star hotel in TEDA and T
was in charge of breakfast, lunch, dinners, tea
break.

ad
received an delegation from India and we
invited two native chefs from the Carlson
Rezidor sisiter hotel in India to prepare their
local delicacies. We also learned some Indian
cooking.

Did you ever cook for any celebrities? Do
they have special requirements?

There are a lot of them, such as Premier
‘Wen Jiabao and Bill Clinton. We didn’t know
who the VIP guest was when we prepared the
food and we only knew it afterwards. But for
us. we treat every guest equally well so it's
not important who shehe is. They are not
picky and would rather be left alone. So they
just ordered something and then we delivered
the food to their room.

In your opinion, what makes a good chef?

Cooking has been evolving all the time,
just like the fashion industry. As modem
logistics develops. you can get any fresh
material that you need. What can distinguish
you from other restaurants lies in how you
make use of the materials and whether you as
a chef take it seriously because the customers
can tell from the first bite. As a chef, one must
know the art of combining ingredients to
create wonderful tastes and sound nutrition
You should never stop creating. It's important
for a chef to have his signature dishes, but he
can't live on them forever, otherwise, people
would feel tired.

Tianjin Expatriate Community Expo 2012

‘estyle and service showcase for expatriates

_ Optimize and Enjoy Life in Tianjin

For more information,
please callat 02,

forfallucky/draw chance'




CULTURE

Adventure on
Two Wheels
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By Jim Gibney

nce you get over your initial fears of
Odying, riding a bike in China can be

quite interesting and, 1 dare to say
this, even fun. Of course, you have to be
careful that you don’t drop down one of the
‘open manholes in the road or get cleaned up by
someone who opens their car door directly in
your path without looking. It is distinctly
possible you will be forced onto the footpath
by a car driver changing lanes or a bus tuming,
‘without indicating. After surviving these trials,
you can then gamble on your chances of
developing cancer by inhaling the choking
fumes of a passing bus. However, despite all
these negatives, cycling in the city is always
an adventure.

I'have done a bit of cycling in China, both
in the city, and in the country. Its fun. To get
into it, first you must get a bike. There are
plenty of bike shops around. Prices start at
about 300 kuai for a basic “clunker” and
skyrocket up to whatever you are prepared to
pay. If you want to buy a “brand” bike like
Dahon or Giant it is best to buy them from a

(2]

proper bicycle shop rather than from a market
as you may not always get what you think you
are getting. Many of the markets sell brand
bikes that are a hotch potch of mixed
components and some of them are blatant
fakes. They might be cheaper but they are
generally not the real deal. Let the buyer
beware.

OK, le’s say you have your bike. What
do you do next? You need to consider where
you are going to keep it. I live on the sixth
floor of a building without a lift and 1 quickly
tired of dragging the bike up and down the
stairs. T got more exercise going up and down
the stairs than T did actually riding. Luckily,
most residential areas have a bike garage
where for a small monthly fee you can lock up
your bike without having to worry about it
disappearing. An added bonus of keeping your
bike here is that they usually have a pump and
other bits and pieces that can come in handy.
‘They open early and close late and your bike is
safe from the elements and thieves.

You will sill need to have a secure lock

and be careful where you lock up your bike.
Pick your lock with care and make sure it is
adequate. 1 have already lost one bike to
thieves and now 1 carry around a chain and
padlock and a D lock. I realized that cable
locks are not up to the job as I watched a video
at the police station. The video showed three
men slicing through my cable lock with a pair
of bolt cutters and then running away with my
bicycle. The whole operation took about 10
seconds. The best altemative is (0 put your
bike in one of the many bicycle parks around
the city and pay them to look after it.
However, this is not always an option.

‘What I like most about cycling in China
is that you don’t have to take any tools along
with you. If you have a problem with your
bike, such as a broken spoke or a puncture,
you just have to head to the nearest
intersection and the chances are that there will
be an old, toothless, jovial man with all the
gear needed to fix your bike. For a couple of
Kuai he will be able to do any of the required
repairs on the spot while you wait. To be one
of these army of bicycle repairers, who are
found in every urban area, it seems that the
only qualifications required are that you have
o be retired, thin as a rake, have bad teeth, a
big smile and smoke. It is a wonderful service.

Last month I had a puncture and I had to
wheel the bike only about 50 metres to find
someone who could fix it. It was a hot day and
the bike man had set up his cart full of gear in
the shadow of a bridge. Though the guy was
old he energetically jumped off his stool and
motioned me to sit while he thoroughly
examined my bike. The guy looked amazing:
thin as a stick with grey hair but lithe and
seemingly fit as a fiddle. Through my friend,
who acted as an interpreter, he told us that he
was a retired soldier and 77 years old. OF
course, he had a cigarette dangling out of
mouth. He squatted on the ground next to the
bike while he checked the tube in his trough of
water.

He told us he had been a soldier but
because there are no pensions he still has to
work after he retired. His face was as brown as
a nut from being outdoors all the time and his.
half broken teeth were the same colour,
stained by the cigarettes of a lifetime. He was
very friendly and he was eager to tell us about
himself. He lifted up his trouser leg to show us.
the scars of the bullet wounds that he got i the
Korean War. They were still noticeably visible
affer almost sixty years. A tear came to his eye
as he told us how his best friend was killed and
the tribulations and trials of being a soldier. He
said the worst thing about the fighting in
Korea was the biting cold.

e .

We talked about the futility of war. Hi
eyes moistened as he remembered. To lighten
the mood, I decided to change the subject. I
asked about his family. He eyes quickly
brightened as he told me about his wife, son
and grandchild. He truly seemed a happy man
It made me think of how easy my own life was
compared to his. T certainly don’t intend to be.
working when I am 77 and if I was, there is no
way T will be fixing bicycles. I looked at my
bike. It probably cost more than he would earn
in two months of working seven days a week
T offered to buy him a beer. He refused and
kepton working, checking the tube. My friend
and I watched the deft movement of his hands

He found the puncture. We sipped our
beer while we listened to his story and
watched him skillfully patch the tube. He did
the job much better than I could ever have
done. When he was done T asked how much
He held up three bony fingers. It seemed
unfair that for his skill and time he would be
getting about 50 cents. I know that in Australia
it would not be done for less than $10 and T
would probably have to wait a day for it to be
ready. I gave him five kuai. He was happy with
that and so was 1. He lit a smoke, squatted
down next to us while still talking avidly as we.
finished off our beers. It was worth the five
Kuai just to watch him and hear about his lif.

Riding is China can be scary. I have
ridden in quite a few countries in the world
and there is no doubt that China is the one
where 1 have had the most near death
experiences. You have to be always on the
alertas on the road the most unexpected things
can and, often do. happen. However, the
unexpected can also be a delight. If it was not
for riding a bike and getting a puncture, |
would not have met an old man who touched
me with his story. Since then, I have ofien
have thought about that man and his life. If

China has taught me one thing, it is that
despite all our complaints, we have had an
easy life compared to the earlier generations

Bikes are a great way fo get around
China. Punctures are inevitable especially in
China. However, the next time you get a flat
tyre, it might end up being the best part of your
ride and the best part of your day. I will
probably forget the details of my ride that da
But I will never bike man or his story.

Get on your bike!

Bike renting has

erged in some cities. ||



EDUCATION

Black and White

aceis a funny thing. Along with other
R differences between people, like
ender, national

orientation, racial identity is one thing that is
sometimes identified and postulated about too
quickly. When you see an Asian face in
Tianjin do you assume they speak Mandarin,
maybe English, but why not French or
Afrikaans? The point is that simply looking at
a face does not necessarily correlate to the
person’s linguistic abilities. This may seem
quite obvious but nowhere is this racially
based language assignment more apparent in

, or even sexual

(]

By Parker Barriball

the professional world than in English
language instruction in China

Check any ESL forum online, well do not
do that because you will be bored to tears, just
Know that within the first few posts you will
find a foreign national, usually of Asian
descent  complaining  about  workplace
ination. Check out this report from the
Los Angeles Times,

“I've had 10 deal with Chinese parents
who have the mentality of “White is right,""
Benjamin Newbry, associate director of the
Princeton Review test-preparation company

dis

in Shanghai, told reporters. “It’ just the idea
that somehow if you're white, it qualifies you,
and skills don't really matter. Being white
becomes a plus on your job application.

“Chinese  parents aren't shy  about
Newbry said these parents

complaining.”
often “were up in my face” and could get
“pretty aggressive when it comes 1o their kid
learning environment.”

It is common practice for English
institutes and Chinese schools to advertise for
their teachers with ‘preference’ given to
American, or English, or Australian. Outside
of this holy trinity of accents, interest starts to
fall through the floor. Preference here can be
read as an absolute requirement for
employment. Your English may be formal,
non-regional, and even native, but if you are
of Asian descent or even ABC (American
Born Chinese) you may find yourself out of
the English teaching game in China.

While some employers will not put a
racial preference right into an advertisement
when it comes to the hiring and interview
process, Asian applicants get the shaft more
than their fair share. Reports from NBC
news.com tell of a pair of friends from Canada
and the US that relocated to mainland China.
Both were well qualified and had the
credentials and previous experience to make
them great candidates for English teachers. On
friend got the job, the other, Mike Lee was not
hired. The recruiter’s explanation was
essentially that the parents of their school do
not like Asians teaching their Children
English. While blatant discrimination like this
is a major legal offense in the West, it happens
here more often than you might think

We could talk about the historic
examples of the evils of racial discrimination
and even persecution. And in comparison, the
discrimination faced by Asian or non-white
English teachers face may seem like a small
issue. No one is dying, so what's the big deal,
should this be an issue that expats o
mainlanders care about? The problem  in
reality is not that someone did not get hired.
Rather the more interesting, and telling aspect
is the motivation behind the actions of both
the schools and parents that give hiring
preference to round eyes only.

Why is it that administrators kow-tow to
the backward notion that Asian  teachers
equate to poor English teachers? The simple
answer lies in their ultimate employers, the
parents. We all know how much time, effort,
and money is put into the Little Emperors of
China. Any Chinese parent who can afford to
be disceing in their child's education
options will choose what they deem to be the
finest in education, whether their perception is
based in reality or in racial bias. In this light it
is understandable that recruiters will give the
customer what they want. So what is the hang
up on the parents’ side? s it really so
unbelievable that someone who looks Asian
could be a good English teacher? If the
measure of language proficiency is someone’s
ethnic background, why is there an HSK, or
TOFL, or any other standardized language
test? Put simply, in China the vast majority of

parents cannot look past a teacher’s
appearance

‘While beauty may be skin deep, language
ability is not. The idea that Asians or even
non-Western European teachers are somehow
by nature subpar o their blonde hair and blue
eyed counterparts is ridiculous. However, we
still see that this s the prevalent attitude. How
do T know if the Asian person next to me grew
up in Beijing or Los Angeles? I don’t know,
and therefore it is my responsibility, as a
decent person, to find out how 1o best
communicate before I judge them. This should
apply not only with casual encounters, but
especially in the workplace. Not that one’s
country of origin is a perfect indicator of
language cither, but it is a betier measuring
stick than their appearance.

The situation is neither secret, nor
improving. So what s the solution, and is it
even a problem that needs 10 be addressed?

For the time being T don't see Chinese
attitudes changing. China is not a place known
for embracing new ideas quickly. We simply
arc not going 10 sec things like blatant
discrimination replaced  with ~ affirmative
action programs, or “equal opportunity
workplace” signs any time soon. So what to do
in the meantime? Well if you find yourself
here in Tianjin as a teacher, but on the wrong
end of racial preferences for teachers, you can
consider a jump in carcers. There are plenty of
opportunities 1o work in China besides

teaching, especially if teaching is not a
passion of yours. Still, it is not impossible to
continue teaching even with a deck stacked
against you. Plenty of teachers do not fit the
blonde hair and blue eyed stercotype and still
make a living. So in a practical sense, you can
still make it as a teacher. Again, T would arguc
the larger problem is the underlying attitudes
and misunderstandings inherent to the culture
here

Certainly not every Chinese parent
would write offan Asian faced, Western raised
teacher. The key is getting them to be open
minded enough to give it a try. This is unlikely
however because there is often a barrier
between parents and teachers, that of HR
managers with discriminatory practices. Until
this layer is cither removed, which is
essentially impossible for practical reasons; or
legislative action is taken o stop workplace
discrimination, which is also unlikely as the
“plight’ of well-paid foreign teachers is very,
very low on most government leaders” lists,
we can expect little to no change via legal or
administrative avenues,

So we are left with cultural perception
As we have alrcady established, the Chinese
mind is one not friendly to rapid or drastic
change. We are living in the oldest culture on
the planct, for millennia China kept its
uniqueness not by overtly changing other
nations by force, but rather through
absorption, ~ through patience, a  gradual
wearing a way of outside forces, and in some
cases even feigning subjugation to maintain
the overall culture. The thing to take away
from this is that Chinese leaders and citizens
alike are not likely to change their view of
most things at the snap of a finger. Racial
perceptions may never see a major overhaul in

China.
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communications and connections with modern western cultures. After  and social undertakings. Since the reform and opening up policy was
Tianjin opened as a trading port in 1860,

° P t became the gateway to the  adopted in 1978, Tianjin has made tremendous achievements in all
h of China and a ba modem  China’s Westernization pects as one of the first coastal port cities opening to the rest of th
‘ ‘ O I I I ‘ O la I ' 1 I l Movement. Since then, Tianjin has set out to modenize its railway,  world. In 2006, the development of Binhai New Area was included &

telegraph, telephone, postal service, mining, modern education,  part of China’s overall development strategy. Tianjin has become a
legislation and military systems. At that time, Tianjin was the second  regional emerging cconomic engine following Shenzhen Special
e name “Tianjin” frst appeared in history in the vear 1403, is how Tianjin got s name. rgest industrial and commercial city and the biggest financial and  Economic Zone and Shanghai Pudong New Area. In the future, Tianjin
also the first year of Yongle of Ming Dyn: Since ancient times, Tianjin has been a vital hub for river and sea trading center in North China.

meaning of a place where the emperor ferried. In th
1404, the second ye:

will be an international port and sustainable city with a prosperous
transportation, which has played a big part for the economic After the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949, as a
communication and development for North and South Chir mun

led “Tianjinwei". That Tianjin

economy, civilized society, high-leve

of Yongle, the emperor then started building city

education and scientific
ality directly under the Central Government, Tianjin achieved

was among the first cities in China that had rapid and compreher

de
walls and a military base in Tianjin, which is ¢

(<]

lopment, complete infrastructure and beautiful environment,

ive development in both economic construction  functioning as the economic center of the North of China.
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In the first half of 2011 the city received 6 1,660,000 tourists at home and
abroad, tourism income broke 90,000,000,000 yuan. From January to June, the city

received a total of 11.63 million overseas passengers, an increase of 17.2%. Foreign
‘exchange income amounts to 1.03 billion USD, increased 21.5% compared to the same
period. Domestic tourists amount to 60.5 million individuals, a 14.2% increase.

Domestic touris its to 83.8 bill d 21.4% red t
e 'Epn yuan, increase comparecto By the end of 2012, the number of five star hotels will reach 30 By 2015, this number

the same period last year. T
P 4 will reach 40. However, Tianjin hotel catering industry talent is obviously insufficient,

expected to notch up to only 100 thousand people.

Positive developments in building economy, put in place to promote development in the
In 2011, the city's GDP reached 111,909,900,000 yuan, becoming the nation’s top

downtown building cconomic policics, have identified 128 focus points on supporting projects.
city by GDP. The speed of development in the service sector has increased, increasing the proportion

Number of buildings that pay a tax exceeding a hundred million has increased from 27 to 67,
ofadded value in city's economy 46%. The healthy fihe financial industry has

‘which sped up the development of the modern service industry.
made a great contribution to economic growth. Consumer markets are now prosperous and active.

Retail sales totaled more than 20 thousand yuan. Joy city, Shui You City, Florence Town, Red Star
International Plaza opened. Tourism developed rapidly. Tai'an Road comprehensive development
project of No.1, 2, 3 yard has been completed0. The Haihe River scenery tour and other tourist routes

are also popular. The eruise industry rece 72000 tourists. Exhibi
momentum is powerful, Meijiang Exhibition Center’s second phase project has been completed, and
successfully held several large conferences.

In 2010, the passenger volume of the subway was about 4, 200,000 million, an increase
f 17.6% light rail passenger volume was 2.25 million, up from the previous year by 30.1%.
Metro Line 2 began test operation on July Ist, Line 9 will be operational by September Ist.

Line 3 will run on October Ist. When all lines have opened, daily passenger flow can be large

221,000,000 pe dy:
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ever, in history, has there been such vibrant economic

‘growth, most notably in China, a rapid improvement in our

standards of living and such a drastic reduction in global
poverty, and yet, never have we been engulfed by such a pervasive
sense of anxiety. The words one hears most these days are: uncertainty,
fragility, turbulence, volatility, unpredictability, and o on; not only in
the continent I come from — Europe -, but from the rest of the world as
well. These words have perhaps something of a prophetic nature,
mirroring what tomorrow’s world will be like. We indeed find
ourselves at a critical juncture. In my private conversations with global
leaders from all walks of life, a thread emerges and it is this: across

every sector of society, decision-makers are struggling with the

complexity and the velocity of change taking place in an increasingly

interdeps

dent and transparent world,

Our world is in a state of flux. It is changing radically, very fast
and everywhere. All risks, be they of an economic, geopolitical,
environmental, societal or technological nature, intersect with each
other through an extremely complex web of causal links. In such
conditions, it is no longer possible to claim, for example, that an
economic risk will be confined to the economic sphere, or that an

risk won't have across risks

of a different nature (cconomic, geopolitical and so on). The key
concept here is systemic connectivity. Systemie risks are often caused

by the system’s weakest link

In many respects, the world we live in is on the verge of constant

instability, with “random” occurrences happening all the time. It has

become, if [ may put it this way, a conveyor belt for constant surprises,
which is why we often have the impression of driving at a very high
speed into fog unable to find the brakes, of lurching from one crisis to
the next. Over the past few years, we have experienced a permanent
succession of major crises, which contrary to the past, have all been felt
globally: the sub-prime, the sovereign debt, the Arab Spring, - all
originated in a particular country or region, but all had, or have, the
potential to propagate globally. Even a scemingly local catastrophe (the
Fukushima nuclear meltdown), reverberated across the world,
affecting global trade through supply chain effects and triggering
global public anxiety about nuclear energy (it even prompted German
and Swiss politicians to shut down several nuclear reactors),
It therefore presents them with new - and often daunting -
challenges. How can leaders best respond?
® To confront increasing interdependence, leaders have to be highly
connected, or well “networked”. They have to master “contextual

intelligence” (an expression coined by Nihtin Nohria, dean of Harvard

New Champions
functional equivalent of oiling the wheels!
® To confront increasing transparency, leaders must cultivate the

virtues of honest

y. modesty and humility. The importance of
self-confidence that I just mentioned does not equate to arrogance, far
from it! Humility and modesty are some of the most useful

psychological traits in a context of uncertainty, not only in terms of

tackling issues, but also in relations with others, as any perception of
unfaimess tends to clog-up the mechanism of social interaction.
1 should like to conclude by very briefly highlighting how the

World Economic Forum has

risen to some of the new challenges
thrown at us by this acceleration and densification of history.
The World Economic Forum reflects the need for a global

cooperative institution in the 21st century. When the Forum wa

founded in 1971, it was already built on the “multi-stakeholder”
principle. At that time, the concept of “multi-stakeholder” was
practically unknown. Today it has become evident that global, regional
and industry challenges cannot be met by governments, nor by
business, nor by civil society alone. Solutions for the manifold

problems require a collaborative effort stimulated also by the best

It is no longer possible to claim, for example, that an
economic risk will be confined to the economic sphere, or
that an environmental risk won’t have repercussions
reverberating across risks of a different nature (economic,

geopolitical and so on). [/

Business School), because the ability to connect the dots, to anticipate,

and to exploit emerging trends is today a prerequisite for successful

leadership. Good leaders don’t try to predict the future but work hard to

anticipate it and be prepared for a multiplicity of possible outcomes.
® To confront increasing complexity, leaders have to be agile and
flexible. Effective leaders are not aftaid of exploring new ideas, new

terrains, of engaging into unknown territories and of crossing

boundaries between different fields or groups. Practically, this means

that no modern leader can afford to think in “silo” terms and er

\gage
only with a group of peers: her or his approach to problems, ssues and

challenges has to be “holistic™, cr

cros

ing many different interes

and disciplines, and elaborate solutions with a broad spectrum of
stakeholders.

@ To confront increasi

¢ velocity, leaders must act with celerity.
which in turn requires self-confidence, a strong vision and the ability to

insiil trust. Indeed, a high-trust environment favours engagement and

teamwork, hence enables celerity. Trust, vision and confidence are the

expertise and by the best academic minds.

Over the last 42 years, the World Economic Forum has become
the world’s foremost multistakeholder organization engaged in many

initiatives, events and publiciprivate partnerships which always follow

our mission. “Committed to improving the state of the world”

The World Economic Forum recognised 33 years ago the
importance of China when we first became active in this great country
One of our three offices is in Beijing and we are proud to have
established a global meeting point — our Annual Meeting of the New
Champions — in China, with the objective being to bring together the
best entreprencurial minds in shaping the next phase of
industrialization, or in other words, a greener and more
resource-efficient economy responding also to, until now, unmet
human needs.

3¢ Extract from the specch by Prof. Klaus Schwab, delivered a Tsinghua University on
May 282012
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Tasly group adhere to create the first brand of modern
Chinese medicine and push forward the healthy development of
the industry continuously since its establishment in 1994.It has
been expanded to biological medicine,chemical medicine,
characteristic specialized medical industry on the basis of
modern Chinese medicine essence of specialization and has
been entered gradually into the health care products, health
food, cosmetics, safe drinking water, biological puer tea lives,
such as health industry field. Tasly group have put forward the
concept of “one with two wings"with all effort by its globalization
goals to form a biological pharmaceutical industry as its core,the
health product industry and the health managing service industry

as its two wings of a brand new pattern of health industry.

BOHA/! LEASING
HEEE

Incorporated in Tianjin in December 2007 with a registered capital of 6.26085 billion yuan, Tianjin Bohai Leasing Co., Ltd. is one of the fifth batch of pilot
domestic financial leasing companies approved jointly by the Minisiry of Commerce and the State Administration of Taxation jointly companies. As a professional
financial leasing company jointly established by HNA Group and the Tianjin Municipal Government, Bohai Leasing provides a full range of leasing solutions for
Chinese and foreign clients. With an excellent financial innovation environment in Tianjin, and strong support from the government, the HNA Group and other
sharcholders, the company is committed to the exploration of innovative pa sy 17- China Securities Regulatory

ing on the stock market

1 of development of China's leasing industry.
Commission approved the back door listing of Bohai Leasing, making it China’s

financial leasing company to seek finar
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Company Advantages

Bohai Leasing has a wealth of business experience in leasing in such fields as As China’s first leasing company to go public, the ﬂ"a"ﬂ‘\; Mll’m"\ of a listed
municipal infrastructure, power facilities, etc. It has a registered capital of 6.26 billion capital e
yuan,second largest o al companes inth industy
22 Lz
. RERARLS=,
Incomporated and invested joinly by HNA GROUP and Tianin Municipal  The business scae could be expanded 1o en times of the capital, without being
1, Boh Leasing eouid i ofclens
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Successful Cases
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2The laseproect of Airbus plants in Tianjin 2 xme
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3.The sall and lease back project of Binlai Creations Center 3 whARTOREEEAE 4

tm starts in February 2011. 1t s the fist 100 millon yuan building” sal and lease back financial 201152388 MEEAERARGHTAT 1 L8 %
tin Tianjin, B ‘ R TE
in Tianjin. T blazed a new s I g};* TR T o MRS LR)

MOST PIII]FESSII]IIA[ MISI INNIWATW[ INTEGRATED LEASE SERVICE PROVIDER
SABEMS R

Tianjin Bohai Leasing Co, Ltd.
R SRREMAT
ADD: 26, Building A, Tianjin Center,No.219, Nanjing Road, Heping District, Tianjin
bk, RpHIEXRIRE 9 KEADAESE
TEL:022-58087555 FAX:022-58087000
www.bohaileasing.com
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It has been two years since the distinguished guests from
all over the world to come to Tianjin for the Summer Davos,
event in 2010, Thi you'll gather here againrto meet-old
friends, your great counterparts and sce what happened in the

i ofizblc ud sustsinable developmND
ot of new progresses to discover and amazing changes wow
the travelers.
ats residents i Tianjin have found the
little different every day, maki

tons of reasons to continue their career in the city with a huge

potential and recommend other fellow entrepreneurs back

home to look for opportunity here.
Jin Magazine interviewed fi atriate entrepreneurs

in multinational companies in Tianjin and they

showed their confidence in the new champion in 215t century

George Thompson
Plant Manager

1.How long have you lived in Tianjin?

Ihave lived in Tianjin a total of four years

2.Do you already feel comfortable li
involved in local community?
Yes it feels like home and the peaple are usually very friendly and

g here?Do you feel fully

helpful. Getting involved in local community has been more difficult
because 1 do not speak Chinese. But I do live in a local apartment
complex.

3.Tianjin Spirit is concluded as patriotic, honest, practical,
innovative, open and generous, in an official way. In your opi

what characteristics can distinguish the city from others?

In addition the ones mentioned above in the question I think the
people are friendlicr toward foreigners then some of the other big cities
and they try to be helpful. T also believe Tianjin has more of a family
atmasphere. Personally Twauls raher live in Tianjin fhan some of the
Larger cities that claim 10 be more advisssad and open Lo v

because the personal friendliness of the people.

cin culluze

New Champions

4.Will you recommend your fellow entrepreneurs to invest or work
in Tianjin? If so, how will you persuade them?

Yes,In addition to being a good place to live I have found that the
‘Government officials try their best to work with foreign businesses.
The officials I have worked actually back up their promises with
appropriate action to help foreign investors to navigate through all the
rules and regulations.

5.Have you felt any big changes in the city during the past two
years? If so, what are the

Yes.I have seen the expansion of the freeway system. At the same
time I have seen a significant increase in the number of cars on the
street during peak traffic. This has caused a lot of congestion on the
streets during the peak time period. In the future I look forward to the
Tianjin subway expansion put into peration and the positive impact it
will have on improving the traffic situation and general transportation
aund he eity. T also havs really heen impressed will the
improvements in the ity center river front area. | have Bad many ol my
forsign friend visitor's remark how impressed they ae with the Ciry of
Tianjin.

The expansion of freeway system has made travel faster and easier.

(>:]
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1.How long have you lived in Tianj

Five and a half years

2.D0 you already feel comfortable I

ing here? Or do you feel fully

involved in local community?
Tianjin is a great place to be if one likes o see and participate in
and a by

the growth of a city iness environment. | have enjoyed very

much seeing the size of the business community and the various

chambers of commerce grow and prosper. The city has also added and
improved its school and health care facilities, increased the range of
hotels as well as seen an improvement in the restaurant and

entertainment scene.

3.Tianjin Spirit is concluded as patriotic, honest, practical,
innovative, open and generous, in an official way. In your opinion,
‘what characteristics can distinguish the city from others?

Great cities usually have a strong local character, but are also open

0 newcomers and the vibrancy they bring. Tianjin has a distinct loc:
popula
culture. The city also ha

jon with local art forms (cross talk and others) and its own food
architecture which reflects its international

legacy as well as universities and companies that continue to draw in
both domestic and international newcomers. If the city can continue to
leverage these varied aspects, its character will continue to evolve and

thrive.

Michael Hart

& i Chairman of the Tianjin Chapter of

- the American Chamber of Commerce

Tianjin Culture Center attracted more world-class artists to Tianjin

4.Will you recommend your fellow entrepreneurs to invest or work

Tianjin? If so, how will you persuade them?

1do believe Tianjin is a great place to build a business. In some
cases getting started is harder because Tianjin has been slower to build
outits business environment, but once established, if entrepreneurs are
willing 0 roll up their sleeves and be creative, they can be very
successful here. After less than six years here, our business has added
several hundred dedicated and loyal employees. The result has been a

low employee turover and a positive outlook for

growing busin

years of additional revenue growth.

5.Have you felt any big changes in the city during the past two
years? If so, what are they?
The city has seen some phenomenal growth in physical terms.

New infrastructure is making the city more convenient and modern and

new property developments are creating new places to work, shop, live
and eat. The city government has also been spending on events that are

bringing more visitors to the city and is trying to build up resources to

accommodate increased tourism. Finally, it is clear culturally the city

is growing. While there is still plenty of room for improvement, the
increase in musical and artistic shows and events in Tianjin has started

to build some lasting cultural institutions.

Gabriele Castaldi

Tianjin Chapter

1.How long have you lived in Tianji
Thave been living in Tianjin since 2004, that is more § years

2.D0 you already fecl comfortable living here? Or do you feel fully
involved in local community?

After having got used with the local circumstanc

Tcan say that T
feel very comfortable living in Tianjin. I was lucky enough to have the
opportunity to learn the Chinese language after arriving in Tianjin and
1

-annot say to be fully involved in the local community, but I feel to be

this has helped me a ot to ensure my comfort while living her

connected with a few group of people I share interests with, and this

makes up for other misses

Tianjin Spirit is concluded as patriotic, honest, practical,
innovative, open and generous, in an official way. In your opinion,
h the ¢

what characteristics can distingui from others?

‘The official characteristics reflect the actual situation partially.
Regardless whether in a positive or negative meaning, the spirit is
changing and becoming more aligned with other metropolis. As an
example T look back at the time a few years ago when it was a common
scene in the early evening (o see people of every age sitting on the road

outside of a street restaurant, especially afier the Spring start, but not

only. Small temporary seats where st in an apparently random way,
sometimes hindering the traffic circulation of mostly bicycles and less
of cars. This kind of scene can be still seen today. but only few spot
offer this rendering.

‘To my opinion it means that the past living style is being replaced

through a metropolitan life style, forged by the impressive
development of the city during the last decade, especially during the

last five years and this, in turn, is reflected into the new spirit you

can

breathe in the new Tianjin.

4.Will you recommend your fellow entrepreneurs to invest or work

in Tianjin? If so, how will you persuade them?
T would strongly recommend entrepreneurs to invest in Tianjin,

because I see many opportunities, and this is the reason why I did it,

New Champions

Chair of the European Union Chamber of
Commerce in China (European Chamber),

after having worked in the city for six years. However the
recommendation is not for all entrepreneurs, because in fact there are a
few issues which need to be dealt with appropriately to set a necessary
condition for success. In this respect a knowledge of the local
environment circumstances is mandatory, regardless of company’s
size. As a result working in Tianjin can be very pleasant, satisfactory if
the environment situation is properly understood. but can become a

nightmare for those who fail in this acknowle

5.Have you felt any big changes in the city during the past two
years? If so, what are they?

Because of daily routine sometimes one can miss major changes
that happen in the surrounding environment. However in case of
Tianjin the extent is such that cannot pass unnoticed. At first I mention
the building landscape in the city and surrounding suburbs has
radically changed through the new construction; the newly developed
area in front of East Station becomes prominent during the night
lighting. Air quality has improved though further major room is
available. The amount of car on the road has dramatically increased
and the infrastructure development, though impressive, seems unable
10 keep pace. Finally a few places have emerged for leisure purposes
and tourist attractions.

Florentia Village, a new tourist attaction in Tianjin
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1.How long have you lived in Tianjin?
Thave been living in Tianjin for almost two years.

2.Do you already feel comfortable I

g here? Or do you feel fully

volved in local community?

is comfortable at the moment but with better access

Tianj

infrastructure and amenities, the comfort level will increase with time,
‘This is understandable as the city is undergoing a lot of transformation
for the better. As a foreigner, I do my best to gt to know more local
friends as time goes by.

3.Tianjin Spirit is concluded as patriotic, honest, practical,
innovative, open and generous, in an official way. In your opinion,
‘what characteristics can distinguish the city from others?

Apart from the characteristics  cited, willingness to learn
international best practices would be another feature that makes Tianjin

different from the other cities.

Mireille Wan
Managing Director,
CB Richard Ellis Tianj

4.Will you recommend your fell

W entreprencurs to invest or work

Tianjin? If 50, how will you persuade them?

1 would recommend such investors to Tianjin as the fundamentals of

Tianjin prepare the city for further growth in the economic and social
arenas. The economic indicators are one of the more persuasive factors
whilst other aspects would be the willingness of Tianjin Government in
co-operating with investors, competitive operating costs and the
availability of high quality labour pool.

5.Have you felt any big changes in the ci

during the past two

years? If so, what are they?

On the infrastructure side, more subway lines are opening and
these will increase the accessibility of the city. More development
projects of international standards are coming into the market over the
next few years and these should improve the overall built-up landscape
in Tianjin. These are the more tangible benefits that one can see. On the
non-tangible side, the service level is improving 50 as to catch up with

the hardware,

Newly openad suheray line 2

1.How long have you lived in Tianjin?
I came to China ten years ago as a consultant, was only supposed

10 be here a few months, I saw many opportunities here and decided to

give it a couple of years; T am still here and have no plans to leave soon.

2.Do you already feel comfortable living here? Or do you feel fully
involver

local community?

T am very comfortable in Tianjin; this is now my home, in all
aspects of my life. I have remarried, have a beautiful three year old
daughter, own my home and my restaurant, Hank’s Sports Bar &
Grill has been running strong here for eight years.

I.do feel involved in the local community, at least the expatriate
community. My business gives me the opportunity to meet most
expatriates that come to Tianjin. If they are new to China or Tianjin
they are always full of questions and looking for advice, for example,
where is the best place to live, where should we send our children to
school, what activities are there, where to eat and shop, are there any
golf courses, just to mention a few of the enquires.

3.Tianjin Spirit is concluded as patriotic, honest, practical,
innovative, open and generous, in an official way. In your opinion,
what characteri ish the

Tianin, although the third largest city in China, has a much
different feel than Beijing or Shanghai, people are very friendly and

s can

y from others?

helpful, not always in a big hurry. Compared to other cities, the

expatriate commur

here is relatively small, so sometimes you do
feel like you are a minority here, but that’s okay. we are in China.

Over the years I have lived here I have seen huge changes in the
city, from infrastructure and cleanliness to  entertainment and
opportunity. Many times expatriates will stay in a small neighborhood,
usually their own. If you get out and tour this city, it will not be long
before you realize what a beautiful city it is and how big itis, it is, in all
aspects. a world class city.

4.Will you recommend your fellow entrepreneurs to invest or
work in Tianjin? If so, how will you persuade them?

Hank Martin

Owner of Hank’s
Sports Bar & Grill

New Champions

For the most part, yes I would. I guess it depends on the business
model, what they want to accomplish, how long they would be here and
why they would consider Tianjin. For me it was and is a win win
experience, my business does very well here. It did take me a while to
get used 1o the way of doing things here, things we take for granted in
America may take weeks, even months to get accomplished, but with a
little patience, you can get it done.

T would encourage entrepreneurs 1o talk to other like companies,
what were their experience’s, what would they do different. They
should also talk to the Tianjin government; find out what incentives the
‘government might be willing to offer. Take a good look at the city: see
what it has to offer, not only to their business, but their families as well.

5.Have you felt any big changes in the city during the past two
years? If so, what are they?

T can't really say T have seen a lot of changes over the past two
years. What I can say is that I have seen a dynamic revitalization of
Tianjin over the past ten years. Tianjin has made remarkable progress
ofits infrastructure and cleanliness. Ofien when I drive around this city

Tam in awe of the improvements that have been made since my first

experience here, to me, Tianjin is truly a great city.

!" .

Tianjin is getting greener.
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New Champion

Explore the Life of a Royal Family =

culture in the Qing Dynasty. In 1913, Li Chun, who was the
govemar of Jiangxi Province bought the Prince Zhuang Residence

m [talian Concession

T ———
lifestyle of Manchu royals including games for young men, the
food and their hunting tools. Every day, there is o royal family
costume show at 10:00am.

o
L

Located at No.70 Anshan Road, Heping District, Jing Yuan
(the Garden of Serenity) is the former residence of Asin-Gioro Pu
Yi, the last emperor of China, The manor, which was built in 1921,
‘was originally named Qian Yuan before Puyi moved into the manor

with his empeess Wanrong and coocubine Weaxiu in July

1929. He then renamed the manor ‘the Ganden af
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exhibition also includes a part that shows how the villa was restored

into ts original look from a disordered courtyard, with comparison
pictures.

restaurants and bars of German, ltalian, French, Thai and Chinese
origins.
‘The area always has a festive atmosphere with colorful bulbs

ERMHE

destination where they can have some authentic European beer and
enjoy a caol breeze, while travelers are also excited to see s0 much
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= Old Tianjin in New Tianjin

Tianjin has some dazzling old Chinese style
architecture  scattered throughout the  city
Ancient Culture Street, located on the west bank
of the Haihe River, was formally opened in 1986.
A giant archway inscribed with the words “an Old
Neighborhood of Tianjin’” stands at the entrance to
the street. Although it serves primarily as a
shopping area or business street, Tianjin Ancient

ulture Street attracts hoards of tourists, who
come to see its unique architecture styles, admire
its classical cultural features, buy various
traditional folk crafts, and sample the delicious
local Tianjin snacks. Most importantly. as these
visitors meander down the bustling cobblestone
streets, they will be particularly impressed by the
outstanding replica classical architecture in the
folk style of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911),

Looking closely, visitors can see that most of the buildings
along the street are built with “blue bricks’. There are boards
inscribed with the names of shops, which were wriien by famous
calligraphers. There are the traditional carved rooflines, with
intricate, brightly colored paintings drawn in accompaniment.

Some of these paintings range from stories of legendary and
historical figures in Ancient China to flowers and birds. Some
paintings even retell stories contained in Chinese classical novels,
such as The Dream of a Red Mansion (one of four classical Chinese
novels) and Song of Eternal Sorrow, which is a story about the

KA

]

Empress Yang Kwei Fei in the Tang Dynasty (618-907)

Tianjin Arciest Culture Street is designed as a place for
nac-locals to experience Chincse Folk customs, and as such,
contains examples of nearly all the Tianjin local culure in one
place. For an added expericnee, when visiting the stroet on the 23rd
day of the third lunar month, visitors will be fortunate enough to
find the truly spectacular “Imperial Festival”, o Husnghui Fair,
which is held annually on this date. During the fair you can see
performances of stilt walking, dragon lantern, land boat, and lion
dances.

Blessings from Confucius=

b4

The Confucian Shrine was built in 1436
(during the Ming Dynasty) and was originally a
school supported by the local government. Since
Confucianism has dominated the education of
China since ancient times, a Confucian Shrine was
built on the site of the school. After three years of
renovation, the shrine was re-opened on August the
15t of this year.

The Confucian Shrine in Tianjin has both a
provincial level and county level that are the same
in layout but different in scale. Walking into the
entrance, you'll pass the ‘Ling Xing Men® first,
which is a wooden gateway that symbolizes that
intellectuals from all over the country gather in this
place. Then you can see a pool with a stone bridge
called *Pan Qiao’ above it. Walking over the bridge
shows that you are admitted by the school and
formally become a student of Confucius. With the st
moon rather than a full moon, the pool implies a phil sy e s
the road of pursuing knowledge and truth, there is e s s
complete success.

Da Cheng Hall is the main building of the shrine, v
statue of Confucius, dressed in an emperor’s clothing, indicating his
principal status in China. Along with Confucius, the hall also
worships other phenomenal Confucian philosophers who are called

e WP — 0 P B
i

Fomglts wit manc to womslsp Emsfucius are sy clderly
e e e hcated willy Coslasion philosspary wSen they
3O 0 53990 rents who SESRT SR children #ed WS for the
Saint’s blessings for their children in their exams. They also write
their wishes on red wood pads and hang them outside the hall

New Champions

A Beautiful Scenic Spot Where Three Rivers Meetn

‘There is a certain spot in Tianjin called *San Cha He Kou’. It
is the point where the Hai, Nan Yun and Zi Ya Rivers meet. This is
the place to come if you are looking for a slow walk by the
riverside in the evening with bright lights and‘or enjoy a ride on the.
Tianjin eye. You can also catch the Haihe Pleasure Boat from
Yongle bridge dock to tour around the area. Perhaps you just want
to walk by the river banks to soak in the scenery. Either way San
Cha He Kou would leave you with some great memories to
remember your time in Tianjin

Historically, the Hai River was used for shipping goods and is
considered the ‘mother” river of Tianjin. For generations, the river
‘was utilised as a trade route, however, these days the river is mostly
famous for its beautiful scenic spots and attractions not to mention
the odd fisherman. You can either take pictures with the stone
sculptures or just make full use of the evening light by the river, the
choice is yours. There are also street games and other such
entertainment such as target shooting, throwing baseballs at the
cans or throwing cane rings around souvenirs and all only at
10RMB a game. There is also a couple of river side restaurants and
cafes where you can enjoy delicious food and relax.

During 1400’s Emperor Yongle of the Ming dynasty crossed
the Hai River to conquer the south and he named the area “Tianjin®

meaning *The place where the son of Heaven crossed the river”.
Nowadays, the Yongle Bridge is famous for its giant Ferris wheel,
the Tianjin eye. One of China’s tallest Ferris wheels itis 110 meters
in diameter and 120 meters high and was completed in 2008. There
are 48 capsules and each can accommodate § people with a full
cycle taking about 30 mins. Take a ride when the sky is clear to see
a panoramic view of the city and the view will be breathtaking.
Getting there you can easily take a bus to the Jin Gang Qiao
(4xRIHF) stop or grab a taxi. The nearest accommodation is the
*Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside’ and you can even book a room
facing the water front if you prefer. There is a Wester style cafe on
Hai side of the river as well as a few oriental cuisine styled
restaurants on the Nan Yun River side. Summer is on the way so
this is a place worth putting on your “where to go” list in Tianjin.
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M Harvest Season for Turnips

M Gui Fa Xiang

New Champions

Kang Le Ice-cream L

When thinking of the specialties of Tuanjin, how many can you name? Baczi,
Jian Bing Guo Zi, chestnuts.... T bet the last thing that comes to mind s radish, o yeu
may even never have heard that Tianjin prodisces turnips.

In winter, local people like to buy green furmips as snacks or for cooking, Groea
turnips can lead to a healthily functioning digestive syster and help you expel the
toxins in your body. In tea houses, green tumips are also popular while people listen
to cross-talk or Peking Opera.

In the market, the taste of green turnips varies a lot. Some varbetics are crispy axd
juicy, while some are dry and spicy. It is always & challenge for buyers 10 pick out the
good from the bad and sometimes, it is all just huck.

T was not a big fan of green turnips when | was younger because my parcnts
always picked the bad turnips, but after I tasted good Tianjin turnips, I changed 5
mind.

Sha Wo Green Turnips from Xin Kou Town of Xiging District is 3 well-known
brand for green turnips. When the turnip season comes in carly Jamuary, buyers from
Tianjin and surrounding cities drive along to the litle village 1o buy the freshest
turnips of the year. We went to find Guo Zhizhen, the first villager in Xin Kou Town
to sell green turnips on the internet. M. Guo said that the harvest of green turnips had
begun and we were welcomed into his house.

According to Mr. Guo, the great taste of his groen turnips is due to the soil ard
water of his village. Even in nearby villages, the furmips are nar a3 good as theics; this
is why Sha Wo Green Turnips are so famous for local people.

By Monica Wang

EGOUBU LI

Founded in 1858, Gou Bu Li, (dogs
ignore it) sounds like a great name for a
restaurant right? The name of this century old
brand is at first a bit confusing. One story
about the origin of the name stems from the
founder’s  childhood  nickname, Gouzhai
(puppy), and after his dumpling business
started to take off patrons came up with the
saying, “Dog doesn’t care” [to talk to us] as he
was incredibly busy making his dumplings.
Tradition maintains that Empress Dowager
Cixi tried the baozi and pronounced them
delicious, quite the endorsement

Regardless of the Chinese name, Go
Believe as it is known in English was unveiled
as a transliteration ahead of the Beijing
Olympics. It is much more appetizing and
pleasing to the Western ear. In a city known fa
dumplings, being known as one of the besi
quite impressive. Much of the brands succmss i sl i the
careful selection of ingredients. Each pic & mgesmsdl i bave
18-20 folds. A secret recipe handed down e s iy 20d
careful attention to detail also helps insure by i gt of
this popular Tianjin based brand. The opesss ## i gh-seed
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“inrmsigy f people are coming, many from Beijing, in
8, s s e with customers that it was hard to keep the
canpen phss e e slanged to hard wood flooring "

18th Strect M= Fiss
(ied dough twisah s
ooe of Tiagjin's Sews

years' history. I o B of flow, sugw, veperable oil, sesame,
sweet-scented osmanthus, ginger and peasut, ete. As to i
mcadumlhnlmmlhn}ﬂapﬂmmlmumot

materials, and frying It is popular forics
flavor and lasting erisp.

As 10 its origin, it ean be traced back 10 the initial period of 20th
‘century. There was a crafteran named Liu Laoba in Tianjin ot that tine
who lived oa selling fried dough twist. In order to make his busin:ss
Populas, be made a great effort to improve the craf, ingrediest, tastc tad
dllp:oflhe[ndmdﬂwm Afier several years of developaea, e

fried dough wist made by him became very delicious and develaped
into a kind of distinguished food. As his store was located t the 1t
Stroet of Donglou, it was then named "Shibajic Frid Dough Twist”
(Shibajic Maba).

l Er Duo Yan

Founded in 1892, this Tianjin buand takes its name from the alley
in which dhe original shop was focabed. The nace trambstes as “Eur
Hole™, thankfully the snack tastes nothing like the name of fac
sestaurant. The founder was a Chinese Muslim named Liu Wanchun.
Like other MusHm restaurants in Tianjin it is casily identified by tic
green insigaia with Assbic script. The restaurant’s specialty is Zha Cito.
uhq»lmd ice cake with a red bean paste cente. It makes fora sweet

ot & greasy one. The outside is golden and flakey and greal
scrved warm on & chilly
day. The resturant

Kang Le offers a variety of ice-cream popsicles renging from
classic chocalate to pineapple to my fuvorite hawthorn berry, and their
st famous, red bean flavor. The company was founded in 1951 and
bas suocessful i n the city, For
jesterners, thei .
used 10 but once you are aceustomed to finding beans in your frozen
woat, the flavor can be very refreshing. They also offer several snacks,
NiaoCHI, like the ghinous rice ball which is traditionally eaten during
the Lantern Festival. The price is very reasonable at about $ kusi per
popcicle depending on location. There is & Kang Le window on Bing
Jian Do, offering a refreshing et during a day of shopping. You had
better buary and get your fill of these frozen treats before the weatber

(s cold!

This Tiasg® B comparty focated on Heping Road was foundsd

in 1211 and GegEY sarved die unigue needs of wounen who lad.
zone through the wadition of foot binding. This is no small feat
considering the perfect foot of a woman at that time was a “3-inch.
zolden lotas". The became well known for providing the.
special shoes needed after foot binding. As times and sustoms changed
the company tock a new direction, When reform and opening gained
momentum in the 1990’ the company had to fiod a way fo mect
svolving needs while keeping o semblance of its rich history, They
began to affer different options to consumers and have become o
favorite of the older generation, making comforable shoes for those
sntering a more rsiaxed and genfle phase in ife.

®



About Tianjin Rego International School

Tanjin Rego International School provides education of the
highest quality in English to international students between the
ages of 3 and 19. Housed on one large campus, the Primary and
the Secondary schools both work in harmony to enable the
holistic development of every child. A collegial atmosph

fosters the learning and devel nt of all of our students.

Founded in 2000, REGO now attracts students from more than fifteen

different nationalities. With a growing number of students in both the
Primary and the Secondary school, the school continues to flourish and

expand, as does the extent of our educational provision. A developing

profile in Music, Sport and Drama coupled with strengthening links to the

local community, encourage our students to develop into well-rounded
individuals.
TRIS students are learning to be:

they and excellence in their

work

* Ambitious; they are self-confident and strive towards achieving their
best

* Independent; they are inquisitive, self-motivated, and autonomou:
learners.

* Creative; they think in original and innovative ways in all aspects of
their work.

* Principled; they value the internationalism of the school community,
and show integrity and respect towards others in their actions.

* Responsible; they are self-disciplined and care about others, about the

environment, and about the interdependence of people and the global

community

38 Huan Dao Xi Road, Mei Jiang Nan Residence Zone, Tianjin. Tel: 88161180 13132597584 E-mail: yyin@regoschool.com

Ink stone

Ink stone, brush, ink and paper are the four treasures in the study in traditional Chinese
culture. As the name tells, ink stones were made of stones but as time progressed, more
s were used to make ink stones. such as jade, bronze, silver, porcel

adays, ink stone is not only a stationary but an art of carving and pain
collectors have realized to its value.

Tianjin Western Gallery Museum will have a yellow ink stone exhibition, which is
produced in Fangcheng, one of China’s five major ink stone origins. Fang Cheng is a county
of Henan Province, in which the carliest Great Wall of China s located. The yellow ink stone
was first made in the Han Dynasty and became prevalent in the Song Dynasty. They still
produce first-class ink stones today.

Wang Chunyang
Ink stone artist who

owns an ink stone ke

company

Q: What did you bring for this exhibition?
A: There are some ten picces of my wark
Each of them has a story. For example, one of
them is inspired by the Monkey King who
stole the saint peach in heaven palace. The
Monkey King is the most popular fictional
figure in Chinese culture. Chinese people like

braveness and unyielding spirit to evil

Q: How do you choose materials?

A: We find stone materials on Yellow Stone
Mountain. We do it all by ourselves. We climb
up the mountain, pick stones and carry them
down. It's impossible to use explosives
because the stone is weak and will turn into
ashes. Only the stone found two meters
underground has a sound shape and smooth
surface.

Q: What's your future plan?

A: I started making ink stones when I was 18
and it’s been 20 years since then. I think every
piece of stone is unique in its texture and color.
I don’t use the internet, I spend all my time
with stones. Ink stone s my lfetime partner.

Q: What do you think of the talent pool in your
industry?
A: When I had just started in the indusry, I
had to work as an apprentice for three months,
unpaid. It was a bitter work. I carved on the
stone for six hours and had only Sem to show
for it. But now the benefits for technician:
quite good and more people want to lean the
skill



1 . Cruise artistic hall, stimulate unlimited creativity,
culture essence, and wonderful summer vacation

5 -2012 Hopeland International Kindergarten Summer Camp special artsiactivity.

In August, Hopeland Intemational Kindergarten planned a series of
classes 1o help stimulate and encourage the natural and infinite artistic
creativity of our young children. The classes included fun art, kid's ballet,
happy Orff, kung fu, tae kwon do and swimming. At the same time, the usual
program of learning of Hopeland continued with interesting English learning
activities and challenging math games. Let's make sure that all our children
enjoy developing their knowledge and skills during these fun activities which
will help make a great start fo the next semester. With Gontributions from the
kot Tianjin. Cultural Center, the Science and Technology museum and the
R ' /Uil Children's Art Theatre, everyone enjoyed the visual feast, strprises and the
Ui SRR SR enjoyment of the children ! The kids just love: Hopeland Interational
YR ;uumwudmﬁ indergartent
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LIFEFEATURE

Whiter Than White

—B¥

White is Right?

Someone asked me why foreigners do
not carry umbrellas in summer to protect
them from the sun. I laughed. This is yet
another one of those culture differences that I
have attempted to explain to my friends
without success. In Asia you will see that the
beauty products for the most part, even those
famous brands that are sold back home are
adapted for the Asian market. They have an
added ingredient — skin whitener

In England many of these products are
viewed as dangerous as they contain too
many nasty chemicals, and so the  local
government often does spot raids on the
shops that sell them by sending in officials
posing as customers. OF course the shops do
not keep the products on open display but
have them under the counter. The shops are
often caught red handed and are effectively
put out of business by the large fines that
imposed upon them. It is an open secret that
these products can be bought if you know
where to go and what to ask for, they even
have a code name.

Anything that lightens clothes, hair ot
skin has to contain bleach. That being so,
the long run it is not going to do their skin any
‘g0od and maybe the consequences will not be
seen until years later. Why then do not only
Asian women, but also some black women
want to use bleach to lighten their skin? The

By Paula Taylor

black and Indian women who do this do so
because in their society the lighter the skin
the better they are viewed. I cannot speak for
the products here in China, I do not know
what they contain, but in England they were
found to contain hydroquinone - the neares
equivalent is paint stripper or turpentine,
of course it is illegal to use it in cosmetics.
For those that have used them, the
consequences have been horrendous. You
wouldn’t put neat paint stripper on your skin,
why putiton ifitis in a fancy package?

shocked when I said to her “Your skin is such
a great colour, you should come to England,
people would admire your tan”.

Are you a Tan Fan?

In contrast Western women have an even
more dangerous habit and that is they like to
tan their skin, for them white is not right
Incidences of skin cancer are increasing and
doctors are forever warning us of the danger,
but it seems no-one is listening. A journalist
strolled along a Mediterranean beach asking
the English women that were sunbathin;
they were not affaid of the danger of skin
cancer. They asserted that they were not and
that they were more affaid of going back to
England looking pasty and white than of
developing cancer. They were quite flippant
and said things like “Well if I get i, T get it,
we've all got to go sometime” and “You only
live once, might as well enjoy yourself, being
brown makes me feel good”. These women
obviously had spent years crisping their skin
toa nice tan leather texture

Many beauty competitions, including
bodybuilding ones require competitors to be a
deep mahogany. The newspapers are always
criticising women celebrities if they are too
pale. The headlines say “She looks like a
ghost” or “She looks unhealthily pale”
golden glow is all very well but some people
take it too far. Anyone that previously
thought a safe way to tan was to use sunbeds
since had their illusions shattered.

i

>

has lon,
Some experts believe that sunbeds or tanning
booths can increase the risk of developing
melanoma, a deadly form of skin cancer by

5" nt case that hit the
news of a mother in America who was taken
to Court, as she took her red haired fair
skinned 5 year old daughter to a tanning

There was a e

€ € If we concentrate on developing a beautiful
personality, then people will naturally be drawn to
us regardless of our skin colour »

Why are Chinese women so desperate to
have white skin? This goes back a long way,
rich ladies wanted to keep their skin white to
show that they were not poor and did not have
to work in the fields. Those that did manual
work would have no reason or interest in
protecting their skin and so would have it
baked by the sun day afier day. Nowadays of
course most girls do not work on farms, but
the idea of white skin as beautiful will not go
away. My Chinese friend is quite dark and
her family are always criticising her and
saying that she looks like a farmer. She was

booth and the child sustained severe burns.
Pictures of the mother reveal that she is
strangely obsessed with becoming as dark as
possible, she looks like a black woman in
some of them, even though she is a white
American.

It has 10 be said that this is mainly a
female problem. Sometimes 1 envy men
because their lives are a lot simpler than ours.
We are never satisfied, if we have straight
hair, we want it curly and vice versa, we
change the colour many times throughout our
lives, not many women go through life

€ § That being so, in the
long runiitis not
going to do their skin
any good and maybe
the consequences
will not be seen until
years later 99

without pouring some kind of chemicals on
their heads. We are constantly on a diet or
obsessed with the way we look. We paintour
s beautifully and we worry about whal (>
wear each day. In short, whatever we Taok
like is not good enough and we do all we e
to o it Men have none of thes:
problems, as far as looks are concerned they
do the minimum amount of maintenance work
they have to and don’t worry about the L2
Why do men not have bad hair days? Wiry
don’t they have fat days? Why don't they
have to have clothes in different sizes in ¢
their diets are not working? They do not
bleach their skin and when they go on holicdry,
sun tanning for the sake of it takes a back scat
to shoving as much food or drink down their
throats as possible, (sorry guys. generalising
here)

1 shocked my friend by showing her a
newspaper article that did research on the bzt
fake tan products, and the ones that got five
out of five were the ones that enabled
woman to develop the darkest tan. S
the sun and tanning booths are dangetous,
could fake tan be the answer? Women's
beauty magazines are awash with products fo
get a natural looking fake tan. The bad nows
is scientists have just warned that the
chemicals used in spray tans may cres
serious health problems if inhaled. inchuding
cancer. If the main ingredient, DHA, enters
the lungs it is then absorbed into the
bloodstream where it could damage DNA and
cause tumours.

Whether you want tan skin o white skin
obviously depends on whether you are from
East or West, but the old adage is true, beauty
s only skin deep. This obsession will
changing skin colour will only lead (o
problems in the future. There is a line from a
famous film is “A woman is only beawifu
when she is loved”. If we concentraic on
developing a beautiful personality, then
people will naturally be drawn 1o us
regardless of our skin colour

hat




SHOPPING

Must-buy in summer

summer hits full tilt, one has

A oice, but to find their own ways to
survive the heat and humidity of

summer in Tianjin. With the bizarre monsoon
rains, sticky humidity and the baking heat,
Tianjin, certainly has quite the summer
season. However one cannot just hide away
in an air-conditioned room all summer,
despite just how tempting that may sound. So
how does one survive the rising temperatures
of summer, or to be more precise, how do the
cooling actions of the local Chinese citizen
compare with those of the expat.

1 shall start with my observations of the
Chinese people around me. Though I do not
claim to know every local method taken to
stay cool during summer, or even to
understand the underlying reasons behind
some of these actions, I am merely able to
comment on what I see.

The umbrella, the winter utensil that has
truly found its place in the Chinese summer,
providing shade from the scorching sun, or
protection from the heavy rains, this is
clearly quite the talented accessory. Though
one is unlikely to see many in England
strolling about with an umbrella in summer,
this i certainly something I can appreciate in
Tianjin, after those sudden bursts of torrid
rain, have left me entirely drenched in recent

weeks. Despite this I still opt against the

(2]

umbrella wielding way, and continue to
accept the sunrays bearing down upon my
skin

The handheld fan is the second most
common accessory, to be adomed by the
local Chinese in summer. With patems
varying  somewhere between a cla
bamboo creation, and a rather happy mokw
little sheep, the fan can be quite the summer
fashion statement. Though I confess it would
be rather nice at times to have the cool breeze
of a swinging fan on one’s face, I simply
prefer to use my hands for other things

However the recent spotting of a cap, with

o
fitted electric fan, may just change this. If
only T could handle the ridicule of suc
contraption.

Moving away from the accessories, to

the clothes themselves, and the contrasting
difference between the summer fashion of
some locals to the expat crowd. In this, I
refer to those, who opt to cover every single
piece of exposable skin. From the
elbow-length gloves, and the face mask, to
the thick stockings and dark trousers. These
few, who opt for such clothing choices,
continue to baffle me. Though I appreciate
the need to protect one’s body from the
harmful rays of the sun, I simply do not
understand how they are able to handle the
humidity, wearing such an abundance of
clothing in summer.

The next notable observation is the
current obsession the local ~population
appears to have with over-sized fruit drinks,
largely from a singular juice bar. Though at
least Tam happy to see people finally moving
away from tepid water, to the icy cold variety,

Sadly I cannot face the great queues of
the juice bars, and am left with my ice coffee
instead. Though where this fails, I accept the
cursory glances 1 receive as I remove my
bottle of water from the freezer at work.

T may not support the concept of using
clothing 1o cover my entire body, I do
however appreciate the huge benefit in
protecting one’s skin from the sun. For I, like
may others, have little intention of looking
old before my time. With this in mind, I never
fail in my daily use of sunscreen, particularly
in regard to one’s face. Aside from the
sunscreen, hats are equally useful, though
sadly my head is just a little too large to
handle any form of hat wearing. Despite
these comments, if someone was to purchase
me a rather unique visor, T may just consider
wearing it through the summer

New excellent brands have come. is ETA “

Something new, Something iun ISETAN in Autumn.
www.isetan-tianjin.com

J/CH PENG

HAND-MADE SHOES

911 OPEN 4F

Craftsmanship of JACK PENG

Goodyear welt process
Technical succession
Highest materials
Tailor made
Handmade

Pride

Agete, the famous Japanese brand, has now come to setan
for the first ti new store brings many stylish works of

(Special Offers art together under the one roof. You will be able to find what

© Spend over 2900 RMB and receive a 300 RMB discount youare looking for here.

Spend over 3900 RMB and receive a 500 RMB discount
Spend over 8000 RMB and receive a 1000 RMB discount

@ sept. 8th(Sat) to Sept.16th(Sun)On these days there will be a spedal event
for our valued customers at special room on 5F . Participants will ge
e e e

Brand New Shop Modification

Cosmelicss Cosmetiosy @ntisalishopy

benefit® Sulwhasoo® | 1= QA @ e

" LANEIGE @®
w 1 Watch zone Gsnis

"uﬂ" Stationery zone (33
(AR

As a special opening of  make a purchase of more
i B000 gD, you wil receiveid special go . This
alimited openis

offer and only while stock lasts,

Cosmelicsy
ORIGI Ns

LINIQUE ®

A typical Chinese Cabbage
has broad green tender leaves,
which are slightly fibrous.

e eaten raw bur
mostly it s fried, tossed infu a i
soup or pickled

Tianjin Isetan Membership Card Get re’giﬁtered in Expats Club
e

The aclivily s popuar and wil be caied oninthe flur

& White radish has a thin skin, tender, julcy,
sweet and spicy

It can be cooked by frying, mixed into a stir
fry or boiled. It can also be eaten raw.

Isetan Memhurshlp Card Advantage

Discount for regular membership card hoider @

Duing romolen pericd, gt regitered o upale personal
jofomaon, get one frée cool chocolate beverage. from
GUDIVA
Discount for VIP membership cad holder Avalabiy: 200 vouchers

Validy: 2012, September 1st o 30t
‘Specil discount for membership card holder_yearly

Isetan 108, Nan Jing Road, Heping Tel: 2722-1111  Hrs: 09:00-21:00



DINING

Eat Moon Cakes
Like Chinese Do

B EA—HIZ A5

s Mid Autumn festival approaches
A you will soon start to notice that the

store where you shop will have
shelves filled with dozens of varieties of moon
cakes. The individual moon cakes are usually
round or rectangular and are a traditional
offering between friends, work mates and
family. If you are lucky someone will give you
some. They are eaten while celebrating the
Mid-Autumn festival which is one of the four
most important Chinese festivals

Tradition

Historically, moon cakes are supposed to
be eaten outdoors, while sitting under a tree
looking up at the full moon and sipping on
some tea. Sadly, I haven't seen many people
doing thls in T\anjm However, one thing you
can be sure of about moon cakes, they
certainly Hove ot of salrics du to he high
fat content. This makes them extremely filling
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By Jim Gibney
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and many Chinese will have just a wedge
rather than cat a whole cake in the one sitting.

ings
T have to admit I am not a great fan of
moon cakes. Over the years, T have scored a
few moon cakes, mainly from work
colleagues, and I usually pass them on. Why?
Maybe itis the lack of sugary sweetness that is
often evident in Chinese cooking. Certainly,
‘moon cakes look attractive but the fillings, to
me, are always a disappointment. However,
never can you say they are not exotic and a
Chinese tradition.

If you don't think that's the case, then
have a look at these for some examples.
Depending on the region the paste fillings can
vary enormously. So, where you do your

oon cake shopping can mean you will get
fillings like lotus seed paste or the cheaper
Kidney bean paste. Then there are the sweet
bean pastes which can be made of mung, black

or azuki beans. Some regions prefer jujube
paste which is slightly sour in taste. O course,
there are many more.

If you're not crazy about beans then you
can go nutty over the five kemel fillings
These types of fillings use nuts and seeds from
a wide variety of sources including walnuts,
almonds, ~sesame, peanuts, pumpkin or
watermelon. To spice it up and add even more
uniqueness and taste to the mix candied
melon, ham or rock sugar can be added. The
ingredients are finely chopped, carefully
combined then bound together with a maltose
syrup.

Prices

Cheap moon cakes. the kind 1 usually
give and receive, will come in an individual
plain plastic wrapper. The more expensive the
moon cake, the more flash the packaging. If
you want to impress someone you buy the
moon cake in the flashiest packaging. It  bit
like the system for baijiu. Though to me, all
baijiu tastes the same — horrible - it all
depends on how well the bottle is packaged
and looks. So the more expensive they are, the
more prestige is bestowed.

Itis the same with moon cakes. The top of
the moon cake may have the Chinese
character for longetivity or harmony. There
may be pictures of the moon, the moon
‘goddess Chang'e, her companion rabbit or just

a bucolic image of vines or flowers
Mooncakes are big business in China with
prices ranging from a measly one or two kuai
to whatever the market will pay. It depends on
the stuffing and the packaging.
recent years, with the growth of
capitalism and the ever increasing numbers of
the Chinese middle and upper class ~there
have been new less traditional styles of moon
cakes developed to appeal to those with
different tastes and bigger wallets. Some of
these more modern fillings include ice-cream,
chocolate, caviar or jelly. So, if you really
want to impress the friend that has it all, get
them the foie gras and champagne moon
cakes
Depending on how deep your pockets arc
the sky s the limit as to price. Last year
Starbucks coffee houses offered a set of moon
cakes in a fancy box for $60. A box from the
Haagen-Daz ice cream company will set you
back more than $30. Because moon cakes are
cheap to make, you have to be careful you are
getting the real deal. Last year police in
Guangzhou  confiscated 8,000 boxes of

counterfeit moon cakes. I hope they didn’t eat
them al

Strange gifts attached to moon cakes

Of course, there are other ways to blow a
bit of spare cash on your friends. In
Zhengzhou a baker came up with the idea of
mooncakes made of silver decorated with 56
precious stones. These would set you back
6,900 yuan s0 a box of half a dozen would be
about 40,000. A bit out of my price range. In
Changehun spend 1,800 RMB on box of
mooncakes and get a “free” golf club. Another
baker in Yunnan managed to throw in a digital
camera

You could write a book about moon
cakes. Here are a few bits of moon cake trivia.
Perhaps you did not know it, but the biggest
moon cake was made in Shenyang. It weighed
in at 13 tonnes and had a diameter of 8.5
metres. It was 20 e thick and had a surface
area of 52 square metres. Apparently. they are
still eating it. The award for the worst taste
combination would have 10 g0 1o the beef
1 heard, in

Last year a department store in Beijing
offered a moon cake made of 100 grams of
gold. This would be pretty fattening, hard to
chew, even harder to digest and would cost
You 60.000 RMB. I'd be happy to accept one
as a gift but it’s a bit over the credit limit on
my Mastercard. Of the regular moon cakes,
that i, those made for eating, the filling that is
the most expensive tends to be durian. You can
pay $50 just for one of these delicacies

Ul

What foreigners say about Moancakes

Obviously, Chinese people love their
moon cakes but what about foreigners? I've
given my opinion about them, so I thought I'd
ask a few people from “out of town™ their
opinions. O the several “wai guo rens” we
surveyed they had all received moon cakes.
Strangely, none of them had given moon
cakes! Perhaps, it is sen as just a Chinese
custom. At least one person said that they did
not know where to buy them. Hard to believe
that!

They all knew that moon cakes were
given to celebrate the Mid Autumn festival but
only one knew they had something to do with
the story of Chang’e the moon goddess of
immortality. As to the taste, all agreed that
while they may not have liked them much at
first, they are now quite fond of them. It seems
they are an acquired taste. Most agreed that
you cannot judge a moon cake on the first
tasting, even the strangest tastes can grow on
you

Particularly popular were the durian
flavoured moon cakes — these people must
have rich friends - and those containing nuts.
Stinky t0fu and saly cgg filing also got

but the traditionalists will say that these aren’t
really moon cakes. Several people mentioned
a dislike of those that contain sweet beans or
‘meat. 1 would have (o agree with them on this
one

Anyway, this year the day to go out, sit
under a tree, sip your tea and munch away on
‘your moon cake is September the 30th. I hope
it is clear night so you can see the moon.
Enjoy.



DINING

Salvatore \\ Coffee in a Zoo \\

As the Ttalian style street Insalata Di Mare is a cold combination of squid, king prawns, and
in Tianjin has increased in mussels accompanied with fresh vegetables. The classic Mediterranean
1 popularity so has its options taste is enhanced with a dash of fresh squeezed lemon, Pizzas are made

for ltalian Cuisine. A new  with traditional Italian recipes and guests will find the similar taste
Ilian restourant has just  found in their origin country.

opened on the outskirts of the An Italian chief chef is now working in the kitchen to guarantee
area. Although new to Tianjin, the food quality can meet the standards found back home. We look
Pasta Fresca Da Salvatore  forward to an outstanding performance by Savaltore in this landmark
already boasts of a 24 years  area of Tianjin,

history.

Originally established in
Singapore by Carecci
Salvatore, an Italian who
started with three ~ simple
tables, the restaurant produces
fresh pastas, sauces and
ingredients i o
factory based in Shanbhm Its
specialization in pasta s
evidenced by its robust offerings in this classic Italian dish Pictures and
names of 18 types of pasta cover a colorful menu reminiscent of a
child’s coloring book. Since many of their customers are Chinese, it

WL R RR

provides them with a textbook look at authentic Italian food.The Add: 22 Guang Fu Dao, ltalian Style Street, Hebei District
selection of sauces is also rich. You can choose from olive oil base, augaon, s -
seafood base, tomato base and cream based sauces; each of the bases is Hours: 11:00

offered in several different varieties.

Seafood Buffet for Friday Night

Friday evening always makes for a great happy-hour.
You've made it through another five exhausting working days |
and should give yourself a well-camed adult beverage. You
don’t need to decide where to go at the last minute. Just go
straight to All Day Buffet Restaurant in The Westin Tianjin. a

lobster? What's more, a steamed fish is
6crvcd for each table. Older Chinese
3 peopl, who always have traditonal
tastes, will want to come back again.

The buffet has a very fair balance
‘grand seafood buffet is waiting for you! of food from various regions

It is a weekly feast! The seafood buffet features fresh ‘Westerners will surely be satisfied with
lobsters, crabs, prawns, mussels and salmon. There are
several ways of cooking them that you can choose, such as
sashimi, baked with cheese and BBQ style.

The teppenyaki station is
also something you can not
miss. With steak, chicken, friends, couples, families and
prawns, skewers and fish on
offer, there is something to
satisfy everyone in your party.
Steak and chicken are richly 8
flavored and tender. Several types of

the teppanyaki while local people will
be surprised to see fried spring rolls
and Tianjin baozi.

It is definitely

a buffet for all

comers. It's no wonder that you see

4 collcagues  choosing Al Day

'*_ Restaurant for a Friday get-together.

sauces are served for dipping, but you Westin
may need to add just a little bt salt. 'Add: 1F Seasonal Taste, The Westin Tianin, 101 Nanjing Lu, Heping
Each guest will be offered a baked D

lobster with cheese. How many of us Tel: 23890088
Price; RMB308+15% service e
will immediately come out just to try the

N\

Cafés have become a popular spot for people to relax,
chat, and even study. However, themed cafés are still rare in
this city. In Ao Cheng, a local trend setting area, has seen
the opening of a new café themed with animals,

As the name implies,

of fancy coffees like vanilla latte,
caramel latte and some other drinks
topped with cream. But for westerners,
espresso, Americano and Latte are all
served, either in plain or fancy flavors.
The coffee tastes really fragrant and
smooth and the shop owners said the
Tables an chai st made of - coffee beans come from South
plain wood, giving things a RIS American countries like Brazil and
nawral flare. The most Costa Rica

eye-catching things are of The bakery selection is also
course the fluffy animal toys tempting. Waffle is one of their
that are pla specialties and Belgium Waffle and
comer. A Blue Berry Waffles are two best
crouches sellers. The sandwich menu is
counter, perfect for a quick lunch. Ham
I really couldn't help &Cheese, Chicken Teriyaki and
caressing its back! vegetarian sandwiches can meet

As this is a coffe most people’s needs
franchise of a Korean brand,
everything from  decoration
to coffee making procedure
c

200 COFFEE

has  to with a Add: Magnetic isiness Area, Bin Shui Xi Dao, Nankai
consistent standard. As we all District  (near Jinyi Cinema .

now, Koreans like sweet w500 2200

coffees. So we can see a lot
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TRAVEL

Tibetan Buddhism and
Daoism all rolled into

Rismg beautifully and spread out

Wutaishan mountain range in  Shanxi
province can offer some satisfaction to those
who long for a remote mountainous area
experience amongst the flat_expanse of
Northern China’s wheat fields. Snuggled
within a valley of the five major terraces
which comprises Wtaishan (Five terraced
mountain) is the town of Taihuai (£7F)
where you can witness the colorful
processions of pilgrims dressed in colorful
garb wandering the streets and paying tribute
to Manjusri, the Buddhist Bodhisattva of
wisdom, or Wenshu (JC7) in Chinese. As
one of the four holy Buddhist mounta
China, it plays a significant role in Buddhist
culture and education (hence the number of
parents who travel here asking for guidance
on how their children can achieve a high gao
kao exam score).

‘Transportation to the area can be slightly
difficult at times but it was still definitely
worth itFirst, I took an overnight train to
Datong (K[F]) immediately after wrapping
up my final class for the week at Nankai
University (1 literally had to pack the night
before). Then, after a grogey morming slog
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By Kyle Knutson

from one end of Datong to the other, T took
one of the fairly frequent 5 hour buses to
Wautaishan from the new south bus station
(Xin Nan Zhan #H3#). Be wamed that
some buses only go as far as Shahe (F37)
and you may have to transfer onto another
bus outside of the bus station.

Your final destination should be the
town of Taihuai (£31F), the central tourist
town in the mountain range, so don’t say
“Wataishan” 10 the bus ticket office staff
when you transfer. This situation happened to
me and the Shahe bus station ticket seller
thought I meant the Wutaishan train station
which was actually the name of the main train
station in Shahe (I thought that it would be
called the Shahe train station). To further
complicating things, 1 BELIEVED her and
thought that 1 was supposed to catch the

uses to Wutaishan at the train station she
mentioned (which I still mistakenly believed
was the Shahe Train Station). Instead, upon
arrival at the Wutaishan train station an hour
later, there were no buses and I was
bombarded by a guy who wanted o give me
aride in a beat up car to Wutaishan for 200
yuan. So back to the bus station I went after
gritting my teeth a lite and eventually
cleared up the misunderstanding with the

ticket lady who sold me the correct ticket at
less than 30 yuan.

Setting foot in Wutaishan was like a
breath of cool, crisp air and was a far cry from
the coal choking pollution of most cities in
Shanxi province. Welcoming me first, was
the northern peak, which you can get to by
disembarking early from the bus before it
arrives at Taihuai. It is the highest point in
northern China at 3,058m, with excellent
views of the entire mountain range. The town
of Taihuai was another 10km or so down the
‘mountain. You can just catch the next bus, as
long as the original bus you first took was not
the last! Also be aware that the other peaks
(east, west, south and central) may only be
accessible by taxi. For the south peak, you
‘might be able to get there by a bus heading to
o from Taiyuan but I never tried this.

In Taihuai, the diversity of wandering
pilgrims, Daoist, and Tibetan Monks who
journeyed from all over China was a rare site
10 behold. Seeing so many different people all
in one place and knowing that each individual
probah\) had his or her own story to tell

ertainly attested 10 the fact that Wutaishan
el acertan special spiritual connection for
all its visitors. Sadly, the sheer number of
et jabbering tourists

interspersed within the mix did certainly
spoil some of my most meditative and
contemplative moments.
evertheless,  thert

temples in the area that T visted. At one point
in history, there were over 200 or 5o in the
area until an uprising occurred around the 9th
century which destroyed most of the
buildings. Eventually, Wutaishan’s religious
significance became prominent again during
the Ming Dynasty and became a popular
pilgrimage center for monks who held a
special affinity to the Bodhisattva Wenshu.
Notable Lamas, Emperors Kangxi and
Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty also visited
Wataishan and left their own personal
epigraphs at some of the temples. It is also
believed that Wenshu appears amongst the
cloud formations in the sky or even takes on
the appearance as one of the e
Wautaishan monks.

Probably the most famous temple that 1
visited was the Tayuan Temple with its huge
753 meter high white Tibetan stupa
(dagoba). 1 could literally ~see this
magnificent structure overlooking the city no
matter where I was throughout the whole day.
Aits base, were numerous Buddhist statues
and Tibetan prayer wheels which the tourists

e were a host of

and the other monks could spin. 1f you decide
1o participate, just femember to tum them
clockwise 1o keep the positive karma
flowing!

Most of the temples are included in the
admission price but a few may charge an
extra 10 yuan. If you want to escape the
ghastly crowds of people, the much more
peaceful Yuan Dynasty Nanshan temple is
about 2.5 km south of the main (and yet to be
paved at the time of writing) street which
borders along the eastern part of Taihuai. Just
follow  the simple direction signs  after

crossing a bridge to the left of the main road
(afier about 2km or so walking south) and
you will see it sitting on a pleasant hll with
good views. I remember breathing a sigh of
relief because for once, T could actually take
the time to listen and feel the cool wonderful
mountain breeze; fiee from the distraction of
visitors.

If you are still in the mood for a short
hike, Dailuo peak, just east of town has 1,088
steps that you can climb before arriving at the
Waufang Manjusri Palace. Here, I was able to
observe copies of the five Manjusri statues
whose originals were in the five most popular
temples in Wutaishan: Xiantong, Tayuan,
Manjusri, Shuxiang, and Luohou temples.
Each temple was like cye candy with golden
pagodas, blindingly white stupas, colorful
prayer flags, and various representations of
Wenshu riding a lion and wielding a sword
‘The sword itself was not used to threaten but
to 1id oneself of illusion and misdirection.

As evening descended on Wutaishan,
and the active chanting of the monks, the
tinkles of the temple bells and the squeaks of
the wing prayer wheels started to dic down,
I decided 1o retire at one of the local
restaurants and treated myself to a Taimo (5
Fvy dinner which included Taimo noodles,

Taimo soup and diced Taimo mixed with
chicken in a mild sauce. Taimo is a local
mushroom that the locals grow here. It is
healthy but can be a little bitter for western
tastes. Make sure you have an expert with
you if you decide to buy any dried Taimo to
20 to ensure good quality,

Wautaishan was a perfect example of a
great intermixing of all the major Chinese
religions that a town could offer. For those
who have a bit of adventure and time on their
hands, a journey to Wataishan will certainly
leave you with that impression.

o



DISCOVERING TIANJIN

Enchanted City Whose
Culture is Rooted

in History
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storically, due to this proximity, Tianjin
had both benefited and suffered from its
role as Beijing’s “political backyard”.
Tianjin is one the five central ciies of the.
People’s Republic of China but rarely heard of in the
outside world. Other cites n C1

by Marina Kucher

Architecture™. A list of 615 "hmnmslly inflected
buildings” was approved.

the city. They look nice but don’t have any historical
value. To differentiate between real and fake
historical architecture, one must look for a plate that
acknowledges the historical significance of the
building. Tianjin has got much to offer ~ both rich
gorgeous relics of Wester and Chinese past.

The Astor Hotel is probably the most
well-known historical reic in Tianjin. Several years
ago, when I was ot familiar with the history of the
city and when I didn’t know anything about the
name”Astor”, 1 had already noted the beauty and
charm of the Astor Hotel.

The building of the Astor Hotel is as
magnificent now as it was more than a hundred
years ago. It all started with the name of the Britsh
missionary John Innocent, the founder of the Astor
hotel, who came to Tianjin in May of 1861. John
Innocent was among hundreds of Westerners
pouring into Tianjin after the “Treaty of Tian-sin”™
was signed, as foreigners couldn't travel freely
around China before that.

The Second Opium War followed the First
Opium War that was decisively won by the British
Several documents known as the "Treaty of
Tien-tsin" were signed in Tianjin in June 1858 and
ratified by the Emperor of China in the Convention
of Peking in 1860, aftr the end of the war. The
Second French Empire, United Kingdom, Russian
Empire, and the United States were the parties

into three groups: sixty buildings “of special
importance” are to be protected at any cost, 162 are
considered “of key value forpmuumn while 393

distinct about them, like Beijing is the capital,
Shanghai s the la in China, Shenzhen s the
major financial center, and Guangzhou s the main
manufacturing hub.

What is Tianjin? To give a city an ideniy, to
‘promote the ciy, the govemment took a dirction to
emphasize the history of Tianjin. From the year
2000, the focus on Tianjin’s  specificity was
intensified as part of an attempt to differentiate the
city from the Chinese capital. With ts nine forcign
concessions, Tianjin s unique, even when
‘compared to other ciies which were open to foreign
trade and setlements during the late-imperial and
Republican periods.

Tianjin’s authorites are very aware of the
s history. In 2005, the Tianjin Municipal
Government launched a_fifteen-year cultural

005-2020) and adopted

The-Pln for he Fistoria and Caltrst Prominnt
City” (2006) recognized fourteen protected historic
cultural areas, six of which were classified as
national-level key protected sites.

Among important cultural and historial sites
of Tianjn are North and South Liberation Road,
Haihe River landscape, Five-Avenue Area, Binjiang
Avenue, former ltlian concession district, Anshan
Road and other. Major historical and cultural places
include Boxer Rebellion Altar Site in Luzu Hall
(Honggiao Distric), Wanghailou Church (Hebei
district). Old restaurant at the Astor Hotel, Tianjin
Nankai High School building and many more.

Of course, the priority is given o the
residences of “famous Chinese residents” and a lot
of Western-style houses with “no defined status”
were brought down. At the same time, a lot of

“Regulations 1o Protect Tianjin’s  Historical

Westen-
being constructed to add to the panoramic view of

involved. These hinese ports
(according to Nanking Treaty signed afier the Fist
Opium War, only five Chinese ports were open for
the fiee foreign trade — Shanghai, Ningbo, Fuzhou,
Xiamen and Canton) to the foreigners. The “Treaty
of Tian-sin” had also permilted foreign legations in
Beijing, allowed Christian missionary activity, and
legalized the import of opium. Thus, Tianjin was
opened as a commercial port. The UK and France
took the area of Zizhulin as their concession
Zizhlin means “purple bamboo forest” or
sometimes it’s mentioned as a “black bamboo
forest”, now the area in Heping distriet, between the
Jilin Road and Chengde Road. British Concession
set up in 1860, German Concession set up in 1895,
and the Russian Concession set up in 1900 were the
largest by area in Tianjin.

Inthe concessions, the ciizens of each foreign
power were given the right to fieely live and trade.
Each concession also had its own laws and police
force. That was because Tianjin concessions were
granted to keep protection walls and garrisons for
safety due to the 1900 Boxer Uprising and bloody
massacres of European church members. Different

concessions developed their own cultures distinct
from the rest of China, because each administration
would try to make their concession look "like

home". Churches, public houses, and other wester
institutions sprung up in the concessions.

China became home to John Tnnocent, who
remained here for 40 years. In 1863, he bought a
parcel No29 of a riverbank land in the British
concession for 600 tacls (Chinese “liang’, a weight
‘measurement equa to 40 grams) of silver and built
a one-storey British-styled house, used as a trading
place and hotel, This was to be the first hotel within
the concession and at the time was called “The Mud
House” and later,“The Old House”.

‘The Astor Hotel became the prime venue for
all diplomatic activity in Tianjin. It housed the
consulates of the US, Canada, Japan and Germany.
Aot of intemational treaties were signed at the
Astor Hotel: the Sino-Denmark Treaty and the Sino-
Netherlands treaty, both signed in 1863, as well as
Sino-Brazil Hamony Trade Treaty (1882),
Sino-French Tianjin Treaty  (1885), and
Sino-Portugal Commercial Treaty (1887).

‘The Astor Hotel became the popular gathering
place for Westerners,the only place in town o enjoy.
4 good dinner and relax. In the summer of 1886,
renovation and extension work began on the Astor
Hotel and the hotel became a three level structure
with a veranda and a tower facing the park to the

fest. Built in a traditional European architectural
style, the Astor Hotel was the most impressive
building in Tranjin during the early 20th century.

‘The name of the Astor Hotel is also connected
with another prominent figure in the city’s history.
Detring von Gustav was a sharcholder of the Astor
Hotel, director of the Tianjin Customs and the
chairman of the board in The Municipal Council of
the British Concession. Under Detring’s influence,
the Astor Hotel underwent large development: the
constuction of Victoria Park was planned; the Astor
Hotel became the first hotel with telephone. heating
facilites, running water, and elevator in China.

&

Prominent political figures have stayed in the
hotel over the years. Hebert Hoover, later 31st
president of the United States of America, came o
Tianjin to work for Kailuan Mining Coal and stayed
atthe Astor Hotel. American president Grant stayed
here in 1879, Albert Einstein in 1922, Charlie
Chaplin in 1931. Dr. Sun Yat-sen stayed here on
sveral ocasons. Yuan Shik and XiuShican.
both Presidents of the Republic of China, hid here
during the uncertain political times. Pu Yi, the last
emperor of China, came dancing at the Astor Hotel
every autumn during his six-year stay in Tianjin.
“The tenth Panchen Lama and the 14th Dalai Lama
read their prayers at the Astor Hotel while visiting
“Tianjin in 1954. The Premier Zhou Enlai held some
banquets at Astor Hotel. Former Briish Prime
Minister, Gordon Brown, paid visit to the Astor
Hotelin 2011. The lst goes on.

During is history, the hotel was renamed two

O'Hara’s Pub in the Astor Hotel is named after him.

In the modem times, the hotel underwent
several renovations. In 1987, the new building was
attached to the Astor Hotel. In 1998, the Astor plaza
rose up next to the hotel. Tn 2010, the grand
construction for enlargement was completed by
njin Tourism Group. Starwood Hotels and
Resorts Worldwide, Inc. was appointed to manage
this prestigious and historic property, a national
cultural relic.

The historical past of the Astor Hotel is
imprinted not only in the magnificent architecture
and fumiture, but in the smell and creaking of wood
floors and stircases. A heavily carpeted hallway
with dark wood pancling whispers, “Thereis history
here”.  How many great people walked these
corridors! The old wing certainly does give one the
fecling of what Tianjin must have been like in "the
old days". 1 enjoyed walking around the hotel,

more times. First,

took over the Astor Hotel in 1941 All British
shareholders were taken under escort to- the
concentration camp in Wei Fang and the Japanese
invaders changed the name of the hotel from
“Astor” 1o “Asian hotel”.  After Tianjin was
liberated the hotel got s new name *Tianjin Hotel”
‘The name “Tianjin Astor Hotel” was restored only
in 1984, The hotel’s Chinese name “Li Shun De”
expresses the Confucius ideas of the power of
understanding and the power of reason.

“The third important person i the history of the
Astor Hotelis an Irish businessman and the major
sharcholder William O°Hara, who was appointed as
Chairman of the Board of the Astor Hotel in 1916,
But in 1943, he was taken into the concentration
camp in Wei County by Japanese army. The camp's
population included British, Canadian, American,
Australian and other citizens who were forced 1o
stay in the camp for nearly two and a half years until
American forces liberated them. In 1952, M.
O’Hara handed over the hotel to the govemment
and left with his whole family to New Zealand.

‘The museum in the Astor Hotel is so worth a
visit. On display are memorabilia, antiquities and
photographs that span the last two centuries. In the
museun you can leam about all the forcign
concessions, names of the streets and names of the
foreign residents. Did you know, there were such
streets in Tianjin as Edinburg Road, Sydney Road,
Oxford Road, Dublin Road, Wellington Road,
ombay Road, and Greenwich Road? Did you
know, that Flint James (1720-) was the first
Englishman who came to Tianjin and Blodget
Henry (1825-1903) was one ofth first Americans?
T must confess that 1 violated the
touch” rule in the museum. The charming old
fumiture is so appealing, and the Bible fiom the
19th century is truly a treasure!
‘The Astor Hotel is a gem among historical
relics of Tianj




SHOW BIZ

Tear Jerking Talent

and talent shows are becoming more and

more popular in China and 1 expressed my
dismay at these valueless imports. The same
problems infcting these shows in the west, such
as fake contestants and sob stories have also
travelled over to China

When talent shows first appeared on our
screens they were supposed help amateurs
hoping for their big break. Now it is ofien
revealed that many of the contestants are in fact
professionals, some of them even have recording
contracts or have released records. If that i the
case, the genuine amateurs do not stand a chance.
It is quite poor really and it makes me feel
cheated, as if the TV companies think we are so
stupid that we will swallow whatever bitter
offerings they serve up.

Another insidious facet of these shows are
the sob stories that precede most contestants”
appearances. | remember wanting to vote for
somebody because she had entered the show as
her father had secretly filled in an application
form for her without her knowledge and he then
died of cancer. When she was going through his
belongings.she found the form and she felt she
had to enter the show to honour his memory.
This was an extremely heartrending story which
was absolutely true, but it did not have anything
o do with whether or not she was talented. From
that point on many people wanted her to win, we
had to wipe the tears from our eyes and swallow
the lumps in our throats each time she sang,
we thought of her poor father. As it happens
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I na previous article I explained how reality
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voice was fantastic and she almost won.
Afterwards though, she herself criticised the
show by saying the producers had forced her to
cry on screen by repeatedly telling her to think of
her dead father. Of course it worked and she
could barely control herself. It seems they were
more interested in getting the sympathy of the
audience rather than her emotional wellbeing.

Is this acceptable conduct on their part,
what do you think? T vowed that I would never
give them one penny more of my money by
calling their phone lines and voting for the

contestants. I could accept the exorbitant price
of the phone calls, at least [ knew that I was being
exploited. but I could not accept them thinking
that T was a viewing idiot, although thinking
about it, T was, as I fell for their cheap tricks
hook, line and sinker

So it was with a heavy heart that I leamed
the new hot show in China is The Voice, this is a
very popular show in many countries so you may
be familiar with it. A group of four professionals
ach has a set of budding singers to mentor and
train. The usual stories have started to come out
Chinese style. There was a 20 year old girl
contestant who said she had just lost her father
three months ago. However people found out
that in another singing contest carly this year she
said she had just lost her grandparents. Then the
program published an official statement saying
that this information was wrong, she had actually
she lost her father and her grandma had fallen il
I my father had died. talking about it on TV is
the last thing I would do,

Good news and success stories do not sell
and do not persuade us to part with our money. so
the producers of these shows are not interested in
anybody who has a happy life, they want all the
gory detais of tragedies. skeletons in the closet,
sickness and heartbreak. When they cannot find
anything juicy enough to wrest our emotions and
cash from us,they scrape the bottom of the barrel
and we are hit with such bombshells as “My
husband’s brother's  wife's boss's  sister’s
‘mother-in-law’s next door neighbour’s uncle’s
budgie died, and so T have come on the show for
abetter life”, cue gullible wretches (me) picking
up the phone in order to give them that better life.
Okay, okay slight exaggeration but you get the
point. 1 have a question, why can't they just
sing? Itis a singing competition after all. 1 have
voted my last vote, called my last call, T will save
my money, I want a better ife too!

One Night on the Train

K7

ome one once said that "life is a

S journey not a destination’. These are

pretty wise words that are obviously

the product of a great mind. Now speaking of

great minds, 1 am pretty sure these words

were not said by that great sage Confucius but

T am confident that if trains had have been

around in his time it the kind of thing that he
would have said.

Nowhere in the world is there a journey
like the one you experience on a long distance
Chinese train trip. The journey actually
begins ten days before you get on the train.
Ten days before is when the tickets go on
sale. If you want a sleeper it is very important
that you book early or you will miss out and
may have to spend the whole trip sitting up.

So ten days earlier, you go to the station

oint in complaining about the queue,
‘you'll just have to wait just like the other 500
people. After an hour you get o the window
Il clutching the details of your train trip
carefully written in Chinese characters by
your Chinese friend. "Passport?” asks the
ticket seller. You go home to get your
passport

u return with passport. Finally after
several hours, you emerge from the station
with a ticket in your hot little hands. You
await the day of your trip with anticipation. It
finally arrives. You push through the crowds

By Jim Gibney

and omto the train. You find your
compartment. You look at your ticket and
check out your bunk. There is someone
sleeping in it

You check your ticket again. Yes that is
your bunk. You'try to wake up the snoring
body. It mumbles something and tums over.
‘You call the conductor. He checks your ticket.
Yes it is your bunk. By now a crowd has

CHINESE WHISPERS

gathered to see what the waiguoren is doing.
You ask the conductor, could you make the
man move. Finally, the man grumpily moves
on

You finally sit down to relax. Eveyone in
the compartment is staring at you. One of
them finally asks in Chinese, where are you

fom? Your answer in broken Chinese does
nothing to_inspire further conversation in
Chinese. However, one of the onlookers
knows some English and so a slow
conversation in English begins with the
standard questions.

Where are you from? How long have
you been in China? What is your job? Do you
like China? Afier these staple questions it can
get a bit tricky. You may be asked how much
money you make or are you married. If you
are martied you will be asked about children
and if you are not, there might be an offer to
meet a sister or friend — she's very beautiful.

After a while you might yawn a bit and
suggest that s time to have a bit of a sleep. If
it is an overnight train, you will have no
choice in this matter as the lights will be
unceremoniously  tumed  off a
predetermined time. Once you have made
yourself comfortable, not that easy to do, you
will be able to listen to the snoring of your
fellow travellers.

If their snoring is not too loud. you will
be entertained by the loud noise emanating
from the nearby compartment where the
young students are celebrating, with a case of
beer, finishing or returning to their studies.
The girls will gigele and the boys will boast
as they wile away the evening. If you're lucky
you might drift off to sleep in a couple of
hours.

All too soon, it will be morning and you
are at your destination. Chinese trains? I
wouldn't ravel any other way.




NATURAL CHINA

Caves in Natural China

hen people think of China,
s N / probably the first thing that comes
to mind is the Great Wall or giant
pandas. One remarkable feature of China that
gamers less publicity is the abundance of
caves. If the idea of going hundreds of feet
underground in the dark is not your cup of tea,
you may be interested to know that many of
the caves are tourist attractions and as such
have dazzling lighting arrangements. Not all
of them welcome visitors, some caves have a
more intriguing use, but more of that later.
Regarding those caves that are tourist
attractions, the Reed Flute Cave is one of the
most famous attractions in Guilin City. The
cave got its name from the giant reeds at the
mouth of the cave. There are enterprising
crafismen who fashion the reeds into flutes
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and sell them outside. This cave system was
opened to the public in 1962 and has been
doing a roaring trade ever since. Chinese
people like unusual things and they
particularly like rocks.

AL240 metres long there s plenty to see
and jaw dropping sights await, visitors to the
cave are presented with the spectacular sight
of stalactites, stone pillars and rock
formations. The Chinese like to give poetic
names to the rock f to which
legends and stories have been attached
Names such as Crystal Palace, Dragon
Pagoda, Virgin Forest, Flower and Fruit
Mountain abound. Also doing business there
are the official photographers who  offer
photographs at 20 yuan cach, as they say the
lighting is not sufficient for non-professional

photography.

Also in Guilin is the Silver
called because the roof of the cave is supposed
10 make you feel that you are in a fairyland of
ice and snow because of the colour of the
rocks. No doubt you will be impressed by the
high roof, waterfall and underground river.
‘The different parts of this cave have also been
given poetic names such as Screen of Music,
Keep Moon Palace and Waterfalls on Snow
Hill as well as the Three Treasures of the
Buddha, Discussing on Buddhist Sutra, the
Mixed Pearl Umbrella and the Solitary Pillar
Propping up. 1 think it is worth visiting
because of the names alone.

Many caves are alike and are all
wonderful, but the claim is that Silver Cave
distinguishes itself from the others by the fact
that it consists of three parts, the lower cave,
the grand hall and the upper cave. It also
boasts an amazing collection of stalactites,
stalagmites, and stone pillars. Silver cave is
billed as a magnificent natural art gallery, a
combination of poetry, philosophy and
esthetics,

These are just two of the cave systems
open to the public but there are many more all
over the country. Caves also have another use
here. Many people live in caves and until
2011 there was a cave boarding school. The
people that live in caves in China are not
unusual, there are many places in the world
where people do this, Turkey being one of
them
live in caves and it s

In Arizona there is a luxury cave house
for sale at a cool £1.5M dollars. Why is it so
expensive? Have a look at the advert for this
house:- “Sitting on 37 acres, Chulo Canyon
Cave House is carved into an outeropping of
granite  boulder, extending more  than
2,000-square feet into a desert grotto. It
occupies 2,890-square feet of living spac
comes with an 890-square foot guest house, a
subterrancan game room undemeath the guest
house, library, workshop space, home office,
and a caport. There’s a glass-walled
sunroom, kitchenan eight person  dining
room, a sunken living room, two bathrooms, a
sleep loft with walk-in closet tucked below
undemeath the loft stairs, and exercise room™
Another strong selling point for me at least is
its natural temperature control “The house
never slides below 66 degrees Fahrenheit or
above 72 degrees. The home’s natural pool is
a short hike away. up the side of a nearby
mountain and fed by a freshwater creek for six
10 cight months out of the year. The higher up
you go, the more pools there are to choose
rom. The owners also installed a carefully
camouflaged hot tub”. T would like to live in
this house but.....I am too poor and cannot
afford S1.5M.

ave, so

and

The cave houses in China may be a bit
more modest but they are no less desirable to
the inhabitants. OF course there are different

andards of cave dwellings and some
“mansions” have electricity and running water
as well as several chambers. They also feature
high ceilings and yards at the front. Some of
the prices being touted around are from 191
yuan per month to rent one room
dwelling without plumbing or other modern
comforts, to a three bedroom one bathroom
cave which could be sold for anything up to
290,550 yuan — that is if you can find anyone
prepared to sell. One man who grew up in a
cave later moved to the city but he longs o go
back. He says that once he retires he will try
to move back, although it will not be easy as
dwith

Experts understand why cave homes are
sirable. They are cool in the summer and
warm in the winter. Ina land where space is at
a premium, caves are energy efficient, as the
farmers can save their arable land for planting
if they build their houses in the caves. It
doesn’t take much money or skills to adapt.
Locals in the Yan'an area say that a lot of
peaple want to rent their caves but nobody
wants to move out. There is no shame in
living in a cave, indeed Mao Ze Dong stayed
in these very caves in 1938. The locals say
that they are very comfortable, many of them

have lived in caves all their lives. They revel
ina life that is simple and uncomplicated.
Until recently the Dong Zhong cave
school in Gui Zhou taught 200 children, many
of them boarders. The cave also housed 18
families and their livestock
down early in 2011 as the Government fel that
it did not reflect well on China as a modern
ty and so they provided a modern facility
If you want to try cave living there is a
hotel in Yan'an, reviews were mixed but I am
w0 try it myself. Probably the city
duwellers  that  styed and v
dissatisfied had expectations that were tao

soc

high. One of the reviewers complained that it
was basic but then said that the night sky was
very beautiful, he could see lots of stars. It is
worth going there for that feature alone. We
don’t see many stars in this part of China

Making use of the many caves in China is
a good idea commercially and practically. The
fact that the Chinese use what is at hand to
is yet another
testament to their  resourcefulness and
ingenuity.  China is a land of constant
surprises

carve lives out for themselves
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SLANTED

Why you need to
watch the American
TV Show: Breaking Bad

ThEsES IR

1.The Premise

For those of you who may not have
heard of this Emmy winning series; in the
ilot episode a regular guy played by Bryan
Cranston (Malcolm in~the  Middle)  is
diagnosed  with terminal lung  cancer.
Heartwarming from the beginning 1 know.
We then see him struggling with how to
provide for his family. Did I mention he is a
highly overqualified (he discovered ‘grey"
matter) highschool chemistry teacher? He has
ason with MS, a wife who is almost forty and
oh yeah, pregnant. Instead of hitting the craps
tables or selling a kidney, our down and out
hero makes the next most logical decision- he
startscooking - methamphetamine with a
deadbeat former student

While this may sound like a family

fiiendly giggle fest in the same category of a
ag of drowning puppies. I assure it's a bit
dark. Walter, the cancer patient becomes
Walter the methcook but not without a
painfully steep learning curve.

2Staying  Power:  Evolution  over
Degradation

Unlike so many television series where
the character arcs and plot lines run their
course by the 3rd or 4th season Breaking Bad
has not only come into its own with character
development, it sill has us drooling for more
each week in it fifth season. One of the main
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characters, Jesse, the highschool dropout
tumed hopelessly inept meth cook goes from
a pathetic mash of rich kid drug addict, to
murderer, to continued screw up, to drug
kingpin in the span of a few seasons. The
strength of the characters in generally is that
they evolve in believable ways. Especially
Walt, who for the best intentions(providing
for his family), has become far too
comfortable in the skin of his pseudonym,
Heisenberg. At one point he even starts

building bombs to get rid of rivals,

3.A guilty Pleasure
Sometimes you just need to watch a
good action movie right, or secretly watch a
romantic comedy by yourself and cry it out.
We all need a guilty viewing pleasure and
Breaking Bad provides that. It is dark but it
starts out, like Walter, with the best
intentions. It's a story that is believable
because when Walter starts out his life of
ime, he s not only a bumbling criminal; he
never loses focus of his goal, the financial
security after the cancer takes him. As time
on the characters closest to Walt,
mcludmg his wife, lose their innocence and it
all because of their proximity to the
Soutwest bet new meh cog
I cannot stress enough the amazingly
good writing behind this show. If you can
convince a friend to  watch this
better-than-your-first. sexual-experience TV
show you will have beer drinking discussion
material for the next 6 o § years. Trust me it's
that good. If you like a feel good Disneyesque
show, flip away from this one, actually, run
forest run. This is an awesome look at what
happens when a decent but desperate man is
pushed against a ticking clock and wants to
provide for his beloved family. Walter's wi
his “business’ partners, and even brother-
in-law are all given ample attention to
develop into three dimensional and
empathetic  characters.  Unlike  the
Kardashian’s, and they have the advantage
being ‘real’ peaple. Walt is on the one hand
highly sympathetic and on the other truly
despicable. Morality is not just stretched its
thrown into a blender, sent through a wood
chipper, and then served up cold to an
audience that is hooked from the first
episode. Check it out.

INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE

‘Somerset Intemational Bullding Tianjin
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‘Somerset Youyi Tianjin
No.35 22.2811
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SOMERSET
SERVICED RESIDENCE
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Ascott China has 3 Serviced Residences in Tianjin. With a total of 540 fully furnished and equipped studio, 1, 2 and 3 bedroom

serviced residence units and a wide array of recreational facilities, you can surely find your home away from home whether for
long term residence, business travel or leisure travel. Because life is about living

For further i or call 400 820 1028

please visit
At Coptatans

Somerset is managed by The Ascott Limited, a member of CapitaLand.It is the largest global serviced residence owner-operator in Asia Pacific,
Europe and the Guif region, managing the Ascott, Citadines and Somerset brands in over 70 cities across more than 20 countries.
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TIANJIN PORT (GROUP)CO.,LTD.
Add: No.99, Jin Gang Road, Tanggu, Binhai New Area, Tianjin
Post code: 300461

Tel: (022) 25707550 Fax: (022) 25702080
‘Website: www.ptacn.com
E-mail: webmaster@ptacn.com




