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Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

the largest and most culturally diverse infernational school in Tianjin with
a studenf body representing 32 differenf nationalifies!
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it 3 skall, This i3 learming with purpose : IST is5... fully accredited by the Council of International Schools (C15)
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tianjin emaill: admissions@tiseagles.com

international phone: (86 22) 8371 0900 ext. 311

) WEBSITE! WWWLISTIANIIN.ORG  EsaniL: iNFORISTIANNM.NET TeL: BB 22 28592001 Fax: B 27 28592007
RIS P, &1 58N Road; Hex Bistick WEISHAN SOUTH ROAD, SHUAMGGANG, JINMAN DISTRICT, TiANAN 300350, PR.CHiNA

Tianjin, 300222, China :
T R KA S



TEL: Bp-002-85280211 BE200717
(013011 365TE8

FAX: B6-022-BE280218

E-mail! tiadmind@irecorpomie.cn

Websits) www [recorporate cn

Farledd Qarian
Shagm Me AMEON
Tolagn Al AMEROCD

WasTows Contral Park
s M REARYO

COUNTDOWN INTO 2013 NEW YEAR’S
EVE CELEBRATION AT QBA

Countdown with your loved ane and friends into 2013

and say goodbwe to 2012

Enjoy the best entretaintment in town

with our regident latin band to celebrate the coming new veur.

Qba Mew Year package, rates start from RMB3IS50
(inclusive service charge)

3 SIS )f ) Date: 315t Dec 2012 20:30 to lamwe
. f I / 1)t ({r), Terms and conditions apply,

Emgﬁﬁ For more information visit www.westin.com/tianjin
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ARIVA

ARIVA TIANJIN NO.36 SERVICED APARTMENT
1B - XIE36SIREZAE

Offering different type of studio apartments, Ariva Tianjin
No. 36 Serviced Apartment provides guests with greater
flexibility. Stylish and airy, the apartments are designed
for blissful relaxation.

All the apartments are fully equipped with high quality
facilites. For both short and long stay guests, our warm
and friendly service is dedicated to ensure that your stay
at Ariva Tianjin is both comfortable and enjoyable.

Ariva Tianjin No.36 Serviced Apartment, located in the
prime area of Heping District, boasts a prestigious cen-
tral business district address. Adjacent to the famous
Five Avenue Area, Ariva Tianjin No.36 Serviced Apart-
ment is an ideal business or leisure location for both busi-
ness and leisure travellers, connecting easily to popular des-
tinations such as Nanjing Road, Jiefang Road and Binjiang
Road.
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Ariva Tianjin No.36 Serviced Apartment _ _¥ : ) ; - =E
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Christmas Party
B Sy

A :
= " In a century old beautiful Italian heritage building Diamond Ballroom
1 Now it is a brand new boutique hotel B
= The Yi Boutique Luxury Hotel Tianjin sincerely welcomes you! o ¢ Over 150 lucky draw prizes waiting for
AL o ., ] - v e <
i /@/’/f)// Celebrate an Italian Christmas in luxury = _ you to bring home !l

Christmas Eve grand dinner

Time: 19:00- 21:00, October 24th, 2012
Venue:Via Veneto

Price: Y 1688/person

Christmas prooti

Time: From November 25 to December 24,2012
» 20% off discount for room rate in promotion period
» No'charge of service fee for dining in Via Veneto in promotion period

Live entertainment and performance with
¥ awide variety of delicious buffet spreads.

For ticket purchase,
¢ please contact 8319-8888 ext. 3105

ggtroo'm'pranot

@ Celebrate Christmas at our Christmas Eve dinner and, on the same day, book a one night stay at our classic
guestroom for only ¥ 2000/night

@ Celebrate Christmas at our Christmas Eve dinner and, on the same day, book a one night stay at our suite
deluxe for only ¥ 2500/night

@ _Celebrate Christmas at our Christmas Eve dinner and, on the same day, book a one night stay at our
Presidential Suite for only ¥ 2200/night

X7 R B EE
@mm‘mmmmm@m@ﬁ" Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside gz

2nd prize:a 1000RMB dining voucher for our hotel
3rd prize: Ferragamo skin care set 3 viP RMB 1488/
Adult RMB 11881
Child RMB B8/

\ .l . Holiday Inn
?ﬂnmtha@ EEBES ‘H
rizes for the lucky draw S i . - . ; 2 gplbdasal
, % 1st prize:one night free stay at our deluxe suite at the Yn Boutique < Grand Ballroom X'mas Gala Dinner
| Venuea EF Baliroom

HRENMMHITEERS S
Café Venice Chrisemas Eve Dinner Buffer

VVarnua: 2F calé venice

Adult RMB 898/ “
Child RMB 498/
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CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION
RMB45 8*/adult RM3298*/child below 12 years old

Buy two tickets and get one night complimentary stay in a superior
room on Dec 24,2012(room only). L

Complimentary free flow of soft drinks and Santa Clause will make an appearance
for the children and parents

Accompanied by a lucky draw and live band

Children below 5 years eat free when accompanied by their parents

Enjoy our Christmas beer buffet for only RMB80* per person

For inquiries, please call our hotline 24578888 ext. 3635
Date and time: Monday 24th December 2012, 18:30-21:00
*Complimentary room requlres two full adult price tickets

* The hotel reserves the
* Subject to 15% service ¢

Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel Tianjin
66 Xinkai Road, Hedong District, Tianjin 300011 China

‘{adwélw\ Blu

PLAZA HOTEL

http://www.radissonblu.com/plaza-tianjin
i.%f\ﬁnn:é@%’éf&
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aZn Tiangn Binhai - Grand Ballrom
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TEDA International Club Tianjin

Carefully designed
Newest decoration
Newly opened
New style

New experience

Elegant, luxurious, cozy guest rooms  Ease your fatigue after your journey
The newest multimedia conference facilities and professional meeting service
Make your business meeting perfect and successful

Seaport Chinese Restaurant
Luxurious banquet halls and VIP rooms,
new Cantonese cuisine and modern Sichuan cuisine

Greenland Restaurant
Delicious food which your taste buds will enjoy

Mellow Lounge Lobby Bar
Pleasant fragrance of drinks, and romantic atmosphere

Luxury five star hotel
Personal experience Unlimited possibilities
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Tianjing TEDA Intemational Hotel Chrismas Eve Party
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The Hearing Procedures in a Labor Dispute Arbitration

-From Logos Law Firm (experienced local Chinese lawyers)

dispute arbitration commissions shall adopt

the arbitral tribunal system. The arbitral
tribunal shall be composed of three arbitrators, with
one serving as chief arbitrator. And the cases may be
solely arbitrated by one arbitrator if the they are
simple.

The labor dispute arbitration commission
shall,within five days from the date it accepts an
application for arbitration, make a notification to the
parties concerning to the composition of the arbitral
tribunal in written to the parties.

An arbitrator shall withdraw, and the parties is
entitled to apply for his withdrawal orally or in
written, under one of the circumstances sent out
following:

(i) He/She is a party to the case in question or a
close relative of a party or its agents;

(ii) He has interest relations to the case;;

(iii) He has other relations with a party to the
case or its agent, which may affect impartial award;
or

T o make awards of labor dispute cases, labor

(iv) He meets with a party or its agent without
authorization or accepts invitation to dinner or gifts
therefrom.

210605 5%

Foreign Investment
Financing (banking, security, insurance)
Real Estate

FEN P R Y B

The labor dispute arbitration commission shall, in
a timely manner, make a decision on the application
for withdrawal and notify the parties of the decision
orally or in written.

The arbitral tribunal shall notify both parties to
the date and place of the hearing five days before the
hearing is held. A party who has justifiable reasons
may request for postponing the hearing three days
before the hearing is held. The labor dispute
arbitration shall decide whether the request is
approved.

In the course of arbitration, the parties is entitled
to examine and cross examine and debate. When the
examination and cross examination and debating is
ended, the arbitrator shall solicit the final opinions
to the parties.

Where the evidence provided by a party is
substantiated upon verification, the arbitral tribunal
shall confirm the facts on ground of such evidence.

Where a worker fails to provide the evidence
which is kept and controlled by the employing unit
and is relevant to his arbitration claim, the arbitral
tribunal may require the employing unit to provide
such evidence within a specified time limit. Where
the employing unit fails to do so, it shall bear the

* ConfidentialityfRZ * Commit

unfavorable consequences.

The arbitral tribunal shall make a written record
of the hearing. Where the parties or the other
participants in the arbitration believe that there are
omissions or errors in their recorded statements,
they shall have the right to apply for
supplementation or correction. If the tribunal
refuses to do so, the application shall be recorded.

The written record shall be signed or sealed by the
arbitrators, recording clerks, the parties and other
participants in the arbitration.

After applying for arbitration of their labor
dispute, the party may reach a settlement on their
own. Where a settlement agreement is reached, the
arbitration application may be withdrawn.

The arbitral tribunal shall mediate before making
an award. When an agreement is reached through
mediation, a statement of mediation shall be
prepared by the arbitral tribunal.

Where mediation fails to or before the statement
of mediation is served, one party goes back on the
agreement reached, the arbitral tribunal shall make
an award in a timely manner.
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LOGOS LAW FIRM

We can help you in the following area of litigation, arbitration and non litigation affairs:
SR

i
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REEI. AL

Incorporation, corporate restructuring

! REFU “ m““.“-ﬁn Infrastructure Construction ERng iR

Tharjin REFULL Tianks Mold&Die Co., Lid Protection of Intellectual Property Rights FRFAR AR

l International and Domestic Trades EHrRERR Z

Y i " e Maritime Affairs BEER
:‘# mowcey ﬂn?d.& design, m Corporate Governance NEREEME
pracislen -Hm . v Relations between Employer and Staff FRKRLMIE
Establisked in 2008, Than]in Refull Tienke Moldd Die Co., Lid awns Translation for Business Negotiation and Legal Affairs r‘;ﬁ%u#ﬂ Of£%F

varigus types of st machines scluding CNC, EDM and Wire Cut Registration, Transferring of shares and Opening account of BVI Company ~ BVI/AS]#91&r. BRINEAL . F&MkP

L1

Bre imported fhom Switserland. The Company will provide o
comprehemtive iolution &' clienta with the precision mold
mezufachuring as the core snd precision injfection mold as the cerier

Establishment of Foreign-Funded Enterprises SNEAR NI ST
Legal Knowledge Training/Professional Ethics Training/Team Faith Training  SA#Z1IRESYI. BRAV #<pEEi)l . B BAMS {08

SRS o,

Sramping el dexign and manufaceeee N‘ — mm% It’s time to find a more

Mmpenmien method. " HR-WDO SERVICE
Precuion 4 HEERMEEEE? AN EBRBRERIINE

a 2 sy eyt LOGOSCOLLEGE MANAGEMENT
Address: Hua Yuan Industrial Park, Tuanbo Town, Jinghal County, Vir )uu% &p@ ’ I- nau s CONSULTING CO.LTD
. : ey T TR EZEEMEFRAR

REHHAR P M K56 B4 5 R R RHE E2-2-301 +86 22 8371 5256
2-2-301, Tianfakejiyuan, No.4 Rongyuan Road, Tianjin Hi-tech Industry Park, 300384, PRC

Telephone: 86-22-83715256 83713771 Facsimile: 86-22-83715257

Email:Logoslawfirm@yahoo.com.cn Website: www.logoslawfirm.com Fax: +86 22 83715257 +86 22 8371 3771
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New Tianjin Location Starting November 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Address: No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District

(TG DR #5225 )
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
*Phone: 8829 7772

« Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com

« TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.
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Support
Encouragement

People who share our
goals and beliefs

K L]
All of these things help us 3
to discover how we fit into "
the place that God has

put us.

Join our fellowship
Sundays at 9:30 AM or
10:15 AM in Tianjin or at
10:00AM in TEDA as we
discover God and His
great plan,together

>
CROWNE PLAZA

TIANJIN JINNAN

XPFESREAHSE
4 Li.

f aSphing Jeppanyaki Restaurant

Slocated on the third floor of the hotel,
serve 78 guests at its four teppanyaki stations.

atmosphere
d pftpnreﬂ by our hatel chef,

gnature teppanyaki

M w;mmm ive you the chance to taste our
¢ s as our Snow Dragon Beef,
i Sushi
Beef
carefully raised cattle.
at enhance the tender and julcy
sfrult vinegar Is avallableWe offer salads,
sushl of avariety of flavors, as well as traditional
Korean bibimbap and cold noodles.

Ling Yu Road, Ba Li Tai Town, Jinnan District, Tianjin, China
PEXRETmRER/\ RS
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gone. With, the new year just around the corner, some are looking
forward to a better 2013 while others are worried that December 21st
might signal the end of the world. Although most people don't take it too
seriously and will treat that day just like any other, what if it was really true? |
suppose if it really did happen we might rue the lost opportunity to prepare
properly for the end of our lives.

Most likely many people would try to rectify mistakes made in the past or
say things that they had not dared to say before. It would be their last chance to
put things right before they close their eyes and ready themselves for the
peaceful big sleep from which we never awake. However, it is never wise to leave
things to the last minute and spend the last moments of your life rushing
around with so much to do.Whoever first said:“Live every day as if it was your
last” has a very good point. Perhaps the doomsayers’ prophecy is more a
reminder for us to take life seriously and to not waste life’s precious gift.

Making a life-changing decision can be a painful process because it could
be the biggest mistake in your life. This can be especially true in decisions
regarding relationships and family. Divorce, was once extremely rare in China
but itis now becoming more and more common.Some Chinese think it is a side
effect of the globalization and prosperity that has brought tremendous
opportunities to China. Paula Taylor has recently been exploring the emotional
world of Chinese people regarding divorce. She understands that divorce in
China is a much more complicated issue in than in her hometown Britain. She
wanted to know about the Chinese people’s changing attitude toward it and
what was most important to the people making this momentous decision.

However, we hope that these are issues that are not part of your life and
want to sincerely wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Remember
to cherish the time spent with your family and try to do everything better next
year!

n s we near the end of the year it is always surprising how quickly it has
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Monica W

\ Got a passion for Tianjin?
Want to share your China experience?

Are you a veteran expat with tips and
tricks of the trade?
In tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine is looking for freelance writers to contribute articles to the magazine in all areas.
If you are interested, please get in touch with editorial@jinmagazine.com.cn
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How much fun do you want to have this Christmas?
Getready for a fabulous party, with plenty of exciting ideas. magic ernament, Bve entertainment, lueury delicious food, the exciting
hucky draw prize, Christmas gifts, an unforgetable Chastmas celebmtion for your whobe team
Rela, it's Hollday Inn Tianjin Binhal.
Date: Monday 24th December, 2012
Time: T8:30-24:00
Locathon: Binhal Ball Room, 15th F, Haliday tnn Tianjin Binhai
RMB2 188 per person Including gala dinner, two lottery tickets, VIP Area seat approaches the stage. one night stay in a
business room with two breakfasts before Dec. 31, 2012
. RMB168E per person including gaka dinner, lottery ticket, five entertainment
It's half the price of the normal one for children, If you bought our Christmas gala ticket, add RMB428 you can enjoy one night stay
in @ supetior room with two breakfasts. This promation i valid from now to February 28, 20013,
Book Christmas gala tickets before December 10, 2012, half price for Children ticket. This Is on a first come,
first serve basls

WA 65283388 REIEE
Holiday Inm
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WHAT'SON December

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

The Former Soviet Union
Songs Concert

WS BREE RS

Time: 19:30 on Dec 7 Friday

Price: 180/120/80/50/30 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Forever Red Star

The Russian Red Star Red Army
Chorus and Dance Ensemble Concert

KAMIE—EBEMAFAERERATRE
Time: 19:30 on Dec 28 Friday
Price: 880/680/480/280/180/80 RMB

Tianjin
Tel:8388

The Nutcracker
EEER (PRET)

Performer: Mongolian
National Ballet Theater
Time:19:30 on Dec 24-26
Price:
380/280/180/120/80/50/
30RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Flamenco Dance

FBRAARSE

Performer: Raffaello Amargo Dance Team
Time: 19:30 on Dec 29-30
Price:680/480/380/280/180/120/60 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Music Drama:
THE SUIT

FRIER] (TEARTRAR)

Director: Peter Brook
Time:19:30 on Dec 13-16
Tianjin Grand Theater
Little Theater I
Price:300/200 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Pipe Organ
Solo Concert
EREREE RS

Organist: Drahoslav Gric
Time: 19:30 on Dec 26
Wednesday
Price:380/280/180/120/
80/50 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Tianjin Symphony Orchestra
and Stanislavski and Niemi
Boris - Danginke Music
Theatre Music Concert

R % 32 AR ) 5 B [ S S8 R i R
FEMEREET-ARBSRERE RS

Conductor: Korobov
Time:19:30 on Dec 4 Tuesday
Price: 380/280/180/120/80/50 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

The World Classic Song
Chorus Concert

HREHTESGIBE RS

Time: 19:30 on Dec 24 Monday
Price: 380/280/180/120/80/50 RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Vienna
New Year's Concert 2013

B HMEXRA01MEFT RS

Performer: Symphonia Vienna
Conductor:Raphael Schluesselberg

Time: 19:30 on Dec 27 Thursday

Price: 1280/1080/880/680/480/280/180/120
RMB

Tianjin Grand Theatre
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

The Kingdom of the Netherlands
Eindhoven Symphony
Orchestra Concert

HEEIEEREFZMRAET RS

Conductor: Daan Adamiraal
Time:19:30 on Dec 29 Saturday
Price: 580/380/280/180/120/80 RMB

Tianjin Concert Hall

Daniel « Kramer
Piano Concert

ARREEHR
WEFRLS

Time: 19:30 Dec 25 Tuesday
Price: 240/180/120/ 80/ 50/ 30RMB
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Tianjin Concert Hall

Vienna
New Year's Concert 2013

M MEZLREA01IHEEFE

Performer: Symphonia Vienna
Conductor:Raphael Schluesselberg
Time:19:30 on Dec 29 Saturday

Price: 1280/1080/880/680/480/280 RMB
Tel: 83882000 83882002 23320068

Western Shore Museum

Vocal Classic Concert
EREMEFERS

Performer:Tianjin Song and Dance Theatre
Time:20:00 on Dec 1 Saturday
Price: T00RMB

Western Shore Museum

Piano Solo Concert
AEREERE

Time: 20:00 on Dec 7 Friday
Price: 100RMB

Western Shore Museum

Classic String Quartet Concert

ZRNERZ#TRR

Time:20:00 on Dec 21 Friday
Price: 100RMB

Western Shore Museum

Classic Movie Music Concert
PEREMERE

Time: 20:00 on Dec 8 Saturday
Price: T00RMB

Western Shore Museum

A Cappella Concert

FHEAEEFS

Time:20:00 on Dec
22 Saturday
Price: T0O0RMB

Western Shore Museum

String Quartet Jazz and
Country Music Concert
ZRMESHL, INEFREHEFE

Time: 20:00 on Dec 14 Friday
Price: 100RMB

Western Shore Museum

Gugin Solo Concert

HEMRERE

Time:20:00 on Dec
28 Friday
Price: T00RMB

Christmas Ball

Tianjin International
Community Centre

08 Sat

Ticc_09@hotmail.com
Tianjin.weebly.com

Bin Hai Exhibition Center

Automobile Trade Expo
Date: 07-09 Fri-sat

(Ontinenfal ®

Wednesday, December 5, 2012
12:15-16:30

Become our yearly Sponsor
2013/14 of the GCC North
China - Tianjin Office

German Chamber cordially invites you to join our factory
visit at Continental Automotive Systems (Tianjin) Co,, Ltd.,
which was founded in year 1995 and belongs to the
Continental Automotive Group. It is a Foreign-Owned
Enterprise, located in the center of the TEDA industrial zone
in Tianjin with more than 1,500 employees and 29K square
meters of building area. Continental Automotive Systems
(Tianjin) Co,, Ltd. is the second fastest growth company in
TEDA, and one of the largest automotive suppliers in China,
The main product portfolio covers most fields of
automotive electronics including blue tooth systems,
radios, engine control units, body control units and
transmission control units for both local and international
OEMs. In year 2009, Continental Tianjin has introduced new
technologies to produce state of the art radios and
transmission control units, Wire bonding, clean room, and
plastics have been established in Continental Tianjin to
widen the product portfolio. At the same time, Continental
Tianjin has added experienced talent to ensure a solid

Classic Folk
Music Concert

RAZHERE

Time:20:00 on Dec
15 Saturday
Price: 100 RMB

Western Shore Museum

First Year Anniversary
Open House

Christmas Tree Lighting
and Family Festive Fun

Time:

10:00 a.m.—15:00p.m. on
Dec 8 Saturday

Tel: 5856 8500

United Family Healthcare
www.ufh.com.cn

ion for additional growth.
Agenda:
12:15-12:30 Get together at 1F Global Center
12:30 - 14:00 Transfer with the free shuttle bus from
Global Center to Continental Automotive Systems
(Tianjin) Co, Ltd.
14:00- 1430 Presentation by Mr. Franz WinkImeier, BU
TR Asia Operations Manager,
Continental Tianjin
14:30-16:00 Factory Tour
16:00- 17:30 Transfer back to Global Center
Optional:
Stammtisch Binhai (Networking dinner) in La Seine
French Restaurant Binhai
Price:
German Chamber Members: Free | Non-Members: 150
RMB
Meeting Point Downtown:
1F Lobby, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road
Contact:
Ms.ZHANG, Yamei
+86 228787 9249
zhang.yamei@bj.china.ahk.de

Please note:In case you registered but cannot attend, please
remember to cancel your reservation 24 hours in advance,
otherwise a no-show fee will be applied and you will be
invoiced for the event.
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What’s hot on Weibo...

p MSN only to be available in China
Microsoft ~ confirmed in early
November that Windows Live Messenger
will suspend its service and be replaced by
Skype from the quarter of 2013. Only
in China will MSN still be accessible. In the
past few months, Microsoft has been
encouraging Windows Live Messenger
users to transfer to

Skype. Micro!

spent 8.5 billion
dollars in acquiring

CSkype last May.

P> Personality or Ignorance
A new graduate intern who worked at
CCTV has caused a storm by refusing to
help colleagues book their lunch. In China,
it has been a common pras for interns
to do office chores that are often not part of
job. There have been differing
opinions regarding this incident. Some
have said that this intern has shown no
respect to their seniors
and is ignorant of the
office rules. Others said
this highlights a bad ll‘L
practice that should be — & 58
changed and that the individual’s
should be respected.

p Did you Take the Advantage on
Single’s Day

Because the date November 11 has
four ones, it has become known as Si
Day. Like other festivals, it has been
hijacked by retailers and become an excuse
for a shopping extravaganza. A Double
al began at
November 11. Advertisements prom
50% discount for the day. Within 10
minutes, the trade volume on TMall (under
taobao) had reached 250 million yuan and
at the end of the day the final sales figures
were 1.32 billion
RMB, which was
i almost four times
the volume of the
same day last year.

p Most Wanted Jobs in China

‘Which workers are the happiest? In a
survey on Weibo civil servants,
government o s and teachers took up
the top positions on the list. High-income
professions  like artis high-ranking
managers, pilots and actors
were next on the list. The
unhappiest workers were
miners. It makes you think,
are you happy with your
job?

Subscribe to Jin
on Sina Weibo for mor

Most Important Power Transition of
China Succeeded
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A new generation of top Chinese leaders took the stage on November 15th in one of
the world's most important power transitions, taking the helm of the ruling party of the
world's second-largest economy and the most populous country.

Xi Jinping was sworn in as general secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC), leading the seven-seat Political Bureau Standing
Committee.

The other six members of the top leadership of the Party's central leading organ are Li
Keqiang, Zhang Dejiang, Yu Zhengsheng, Liu Yunshan, Wang Qishan and Zhang Gaoli.

They were elected at the first plenum of the 18th CPC Central Committee following
the CPC's 18th National Congress. Their election marked a smooth top leadership
transition following the 16th national congresses of the Party in 2002.

Tianjin sees European & American tours
boom in the pre-Christmas season
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Christmas shopping season is coming. According to
several travel agents in Tianjin, European and American
routes are becoming very popular as many tourists hunt
for good bargains during the discount season in America
- and Europe.

With numerous luxury brands, the travel routes to France, Switzerland and Italy are
very popular. For example, a travel agent in Tianjin launched an offer for a “10-day Tour
to France, Switzerland and Italy”, which has been very popular with tourists.

In addition, the number of consultations and reservations for American tours has
been steadily rising since obtaining a visa to America was made simpler.

Delegation of Hong Kong SAR Visited
Tianjin

B FBMBE KGR
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On October 30th, the government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of
China Mr. John Tsang, the finance secretary Mr. Ceajer Chan, secretary for Finance
services and the treasury, Mr. Norman T.L.Chan Chief Executive from Hong Kong
monetary Authority and Ms Cathy chu, Director of Beijing office visited Tianjin .

Members from Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce-Tianjin had a discussion about
the future development of Tianjin and Hong Kong.

21 rare birds poisoned in Tianjin as volunteers
rush to help

Tianjin subway receives nearly 500,000 daily
passengers
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Twenty one oriental white storks, China's class-one protected
animal, died from pesticide poisoning in a wetland reserve in
Tianjin.

A wildlife photographer triggered the alarm on November 11
after he found in Beidagang Wetland Reserve that some oriental
white storks were unwell.

There are less than 2,500 of the critically endangered species
in the world, and 500 of them are living in the wetland reserve
south of downtown Tianjin.

Volunteers from the Tianjin Bird Watching Society, Dagang
Oil Field Bicycle Club and Wildlife Conservation Society rushed
to rescue the poisoned birds.

Carbofuran, one of the most toxic pesticide, has been
discovered at three spots to be illegally used to intentionally poison
the birds.

15 poisoned oriental white storks have been sent to hospital
while two are in critical conditions.

Air China launches Tianjin-Chongqing-Lijiang
route
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As winter comes, more and more Tianjin residents chose to
take the subway. Recently, the passenger flow of Tianjin Metro
lines has reached nearly 500,000.

In order to let passengers has a cosy journey on subways, the
Tianjin Subway Operating Company started to carry out subway
management method for winter.

According to the statistics, the passenger flow hit 3 million
after the Line 3 opened for a month. The passenger flow hit 10.5
million after Line 1, 2 and 3 operated in networks.

Besides Line 5 and 6, the construction works for Line 1
eastern line, Line 2 airport line, and Line 3 south station line have
been started. By 2020, Tianjin rail transit will stretch to 1,000km,
covering both its urban and rural areas.

In addition, the mobile phone signal will cover the Tianjin
subway in the near future.

Ascott Named 2012 Best Recommended
Serviced Apartment by Travel + Leisure
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Air China expanded its domestic network on 8 November
when the Star Alliance airline launched a new service from Tianjin
(TSN) via Chongqing (CKG) in the southwest of the country to
Lijiang (LJG) near the border to Burma in Yunnan Province.

Flights operate three times a week with 737 aircraft.

On the Tianjin to Chongging sector, Air China faces
competition from West Air’s and Tianjin Airlines’ each daily flights
as well as Sichuan Airlines’ three flights a week, while the
Chonggqing to Lijiang route faces further competition:

West Air operates twice-daily and Chongqing Airlines 11
times weekly, while Xiamen Airlines, Lucky Air and Sichuan
Airlines each operate daily.

B RFERFPERTR RIS AR
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On 16 November, Ascott has been named “2012 Best
Recommended Serviced Apartment” at Travel+Leisure 2012 China
Travel Awards.

Travel+Leisure magazine first introduced its Travel Awards to
China in 2009.The award list has also become the best guide for
travelers to find the best accommodation, airlines, cruises and
destinations.

Mr. Kevin Goh, Regional General Manager of East China and
South China, accepted the award on behalf of Ascott China. He
said, “We are honored to be recognized by our clients and industry
bodies. Today, Ascott has around 8,000 serviced residence units in
China. As we enlarge our presence, we will continue to serve more
of our clients with quality accommodation during their travels
away from home.”
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TANGLA HOIEL — WHERE EAST MIEETS WEST

By Paula Taylor
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iven the fact that Tianjin’s many fine
Ghotels are vying for customers in an
ever increasingly choosy market,
what is the secret to keeping the paying
customers happy, and at the same time
satisfying the requirements of the investors, a
notoriously difficult feat? At the Tangla
Tianjin they have discovered the secret —
finding a niche in the market and filling it.
Let’s now meet one of the men behind this
particular brand.
Fintan O’Doherty, the General Manager
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of the Tangla Hotel has impressive
credentials. His hotel experience reads like a
who’s who of the stars of the hotel world, the
Hilton, The Copthorne Tara, Radisson
Edwardian, etc. and he has worked in such
diverse places as Kiev, Ho Chi Minh City,
Singapore, London etc. etc., the list goes on.
I wondered if after having being in such
exciting places, the move to Tianjin seems
like somewhat of a downgrade. He was quick
to assure me that this was not the case, he said
“There is lots to do in the hotel and in the city.
I think that China is very exciting, there are a
lot of differences with back home, but there
are also a lot of similarities”. He lived in
London for many years and I agree with him,
there are similarities with Tianjin. I
wondered if his life was as exciting as it
sounds and he smiled and said “I get to travel
a lot and I can pack a lot into one day”.

Of course any good Manager delegates
and he said “I have a good team and it is
important to dignify them by delegating and
giving them responsibility”. I put forward a
view that some people feel that the service in
North China is not as good as it is in the
South, but he answered “This is the first time
I'have heard that. You can train people, if you
train them well they will be able to offer a
high standard of service whatever their
location.”

He came to Tianjin in a roundabout way,
due to unforeseen circumstances his original
previous plan to work in Beijing changed and
he was asked to go and work at the Hilton in

Chong Qing. All he knew was that Chong
Qing is a city in China, nothing else, so he
had to quickly research exactly where and
what kind of place it is. He found working in
China very enjoyable and did sterling work at
the hotel, but nevertheless exciting pastures
beckoned in the form of the Meritus
Mandarin in Singapore.  He told me
Singapore is a fascinating place, however
despite its sophistication and reputation for
cleanliness he did not feel that it was ‘better’
than China. After that an opportunity came
up to work in Ho Chi Minh City at the
‘Windsor Plaza. He loved the vibrancy of this
city and in a way was sad to leave. However
the lure of Beijing was attracting him, so
when a former Hilton colleague asked him to
go to Beijing to manage a new flagship hotel,
the Tangla, he leapt at the chance. As is the
way with the hotel business, there are myriad
opportunities to further one’s career so he
also didn’t hesitate when the chance to take
over the Tangla Tianjin arose.

The Tangla hotels are owned by HNA
Airlines and they plan to have 50 Hotels
within five years. This is not the extent of
their ambitious ideas, regarding future
development he told me “The Tangla brand is
part of a company that owns many brands,
including Hainan Airlines. Our plans for the
future include the aim to have a Tangla hotel
in every city that the airline flies to. Plans are
also underway to have a Tangla in New York.
In January next year we will be opening a 420
room Tangla resort hotel in Sanya”.

Back to the Hotel itself.  Chinese
customers like to spend money but they also
like to see what they are getting for it,
consequently many Chinese owned hotels are
ostentatious and are over the top in terms of
décor. Iasked him what is different about the
Tangla. He explained that the Tangla brand is
a Chinese owned hotel group, it has to appeal
to Chinese customers, who let’s face it are the
majority, but it also combines the business
acumen of the west.  This successful
marrying of the two ideals has resulted in a
remarkable hotel.

Western thinking is that less is more and
something doesn’t have to look flashy to
prove it is expensive. Although class is not
something that can be bought, there has
obviously been a lot of money spent on this
hotel. Whilst the elegance is understated, it is

clear that this is a very sophisticarted establishment.
The Tangla is special for many reasons. Even its
name is connected with a legend set in the
Tanggula mountain area and reflects the wishes
and fortune of the Guardian God. The Tangla
Hotels & Resorts” brand core values are “Harmony,
Elegance, Excellence and Tranquility”. [ can
confirm that they are indeed living up to these
values through this particular hotel. Although
located at Binjiang Dao, all the rooms are
penthouse rooms, so they are far above the hustle
and bustle of what must be Tianjin’s busiest area,
people and traffic wise. Everywhere in the hotel an
atmosphere of peace reigns, even the elevators are
so discreetly disguised, that it is not immediately
apparent where they are. If I sound like a
starstruck fan, it is because I am. This hotel
screams, albeit quietly, of class.

The harmony and tranquillity themes are
carried through to the spa and swimming pool
areas, there are candles and the scent of beautiful
essential oils everywhere. Excellence is a given,
we were fortunate enough to be invited to lunch
and the food and presentation is of the highest
quality. I spoke with the head chef, who had come
from Beijing and he was knowledgeable and
enthusiastic.

1 was delighted when Mr. O’Doherty offered
to show us the rooms, including the presidential
suite. Being a person of modest means I can
guarantee [ probably will never stay in a
presidential suite in my life, but I like to live
vicariously through others, so this chance to see
how the moneyed and famous pass time in hotels
was a unique opportunity for me. Fabulous does
not do it justice, but however, the other rooms are
just as impressive in their own way. I asked to see
an “ordinary” room. Actually there is no such
thing, as although they are classed as “ordinary”
they are actually twice the size of normal hotel
rooms, and one can enjoy a relaxing bath whilst
gazing out over the skyline. As I said, the rooms
are so high up nobody is overlooking you so there
is no need for curtains.

To the question where will you be in five
years’ time he answered “I will definitely still be in
China”. I get the feeling that he will not rest until
the Tangla brand is the number one choice for
discerning hotel guests. Yesterday Beijing, today
Tianjin — tomorrow the world!
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To Divorce or Not?

A Painful Decision
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husband and wife, both lawyers, who

went through such a messy divorce and
resulting custody battle for their three
children, that their £3.2 million pound house
had to be sold to fund the legal costs and all
they were left with was £90,000 between
them. The house that represented their life’s
work disappeared into the black hole that was
their lawyer’s pockets. The Judge in the trial
criticised the couple for hating each other so
much that they rushed headlong into mutual
financial destruction. He said that they had
effectively destroyed the ship of marriage and
then wrecked the lifeboats too. The wife said
she did it to stop her husband getting custody
of the children, and blamed their lawyers for
encouraging them to go to litigation. The

J ust recently I read a salutary tale of a
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question was asked how a couple who once
loved each other enough to get married and
have three children together,could end up in
such a hate filled situation.

Whilst no-one can sit in judgement on
somebody’s else’s marriage, it is a sad truth
that often it is the lawyers who benefit from
divorce the most, so it is in their interests to
urge their clients to go down this route, rather
than encourage them to try to salvage their
marriage, divorce means income for the
lawyers.

In England it is relatively easy to get a
divorce, the husband or wife can just cite
unreasonable behaviour or irreconcilable
differences. 1 have never understood what
unreasonable behaviour means, after all what
1 think is unreasonable is not what you may

think is unreasonable and vice versa. In
America it is even easier to get divorced and
the internet has lots of advice as to the easiest
ways.

Once upon a time in China a failed
marriage was a thing of shame, usually the
blame was laid squarely at the door of the
woman. Even if the husband had a mistress it
was deemed that he, because of his wife’s
inadequacies, had no choice but to turn to
another woman. Times change however and
in modern China divorce is not frowned on so
much. Indeed the numbers of divorced people
are growing amongst both the younger and
older generation. Pressure to marry surely
must be a factor, as many marry those whom
they do not love. Usually when I ask my
friends about changing attitudes in China, if it
is something that is perceived as bad they
always say “Oh it is because we see it on
western TV programmes, so we copy”. Still T
wanted to know how Chinese people really
feel about divorce so I interviewed four
people and essentially asked 9 questions,
namely:-

1. How do you feel about divorce?

2. Do you have any divorced friends, if
so what is their situation?

3. Before in China divorce was rare but
now there are more and more people

getting divorced, why do you think there
has been a change?

4. In the west in most cases it is relatively
simple to get divorced, is it that easy to
get divorced here?

5.If a couple decide to get divorced do
you think friends ought to offer advice?
(Remember many Chinese people listen
to what their friends have to say).

6. If your friends want to divorce what
advice would you give them?

7. Do you think some people decide too
quickly to divorce?

8. After divorce whose life do you think
will be easier, the man or the woman’s?
9. In the west divorce is not shameful for
parents or their children. Do the children
of divorced parents here experience any
prejudice?

View of Chinese Women

Li Li who has been married for three
years said that she feels divorce is quite
normal and not at all surprising. She has

friends that are divorced, some of them are
enjoying being single, the others, after a
period of letting the dust of divorce settle, look
around for someone new. She does agree that
although there were far fewer divorced people
in China before, now there are more and more
couples deciding to get divorced. She said “I
feel that there has been a change because of
several things.

1. Before Chinese society became more
open, people would absolutely not tolerate
couples living together before marriage, or
even pre-marital sex, but now most people
accept these things. The old idea of being
faithful unto death hardly exists anymore.
People can accept divorce and remarriage.

2. People today have many more
pressures than people in the past had. Rising
prices, the need to buy a house, school fees for
the children, meeting the medical expenses of
elderly family members, the problem of trying
to keep up with the neighbours, it all makes a
person feel as if there is such heavy pressure
on them that they cannot breathe. Itis difficult

to find the balance that makes for a happy
family life. People have started to look
outside their marriages for happiness.

3. These days there are many more ways
to communicate with people and this
unfortunately has brought negative influences.
QQ and Weibo amongst others have closed the
distances between people, consequently
sometimes they are enticed by others.
Marriages are under threat from all the things
1 have mentioned.

It is not as easy in China to get divorced
as it is in the west, especially if there are
children involved. There is the problem of
dividing up the assets in a family, deciding
what happens to the children and who will
bring them up, friends and family will oppose
a divorce so there is their view to be
considered. If somebody asked my advice as
to whether or not they should divorce, I would
give them my opinion, but at the end of the
day the people involved have to decide
whether to stay in the marriage or to walk
away from it. I would give them advice such
as to think carefully about it, and tell them to
ask themselves what caused them to want to
get divorced in the first place. Maybe they
need to think about the fundamental issues
they have and really make sure that their
situation truly is irredeemable before deciding
to divorce. They should not make such a
drastic decision because they are temporarily
angry. If they have children, I would ask them
if they had already agreed on how to raise the
child. Divorce should be done in such a way
so as to result in the least harm to the child.
Before making a final decision both sides
should be given time and space to think about
it very carefully.

Many people decide to get divorced too
quickly, there are no “good reasons” to get
divorced, but many people decide to do it
because their love has died. Also of course
some people have extramarital affairs that lead
to a marriage being broken up. If a couple
decide to get divorced I don’t think the man
necessarily finds it easier to adapt than a
woman, but if there are children involved,
naturally this will complicate matters,
especially in a financial sense. I know that in
the west if a couple get divorced it is viewed
as nothing and their children will not suffer
prejudice.  Chinese society is much more
tolerant now so divorce in itself may not carry
so much stigma, however some traditional
views are still held so there are bound to be
some people whose thinking and attitudes will
have an influence on the child”.
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Li Li’s opinion is very balanced and she
does have good advice to give to her friends.
She has also mentioned the downside of
internet communication, this is a familiar
story, someone falls in love with someone
who they are communicating with via the
internet and suddenly want to leave their
families for their new ‘love’. Sometimes
before they have even met in person they are
willing to give up everything for the new
relationship. In China they use QQ to chat
with friends and also to network with
strangers.

Yu Yu, who has been married 5 years,
told me “I feel that women should not agree to
divorce, they will be lonely, pitiful and
helpless, after all this world is still dominated
by men. I do have friends that are divorced,
outwardly they seem to be doing ok, but I
think that the reality is that looks are deceiving
and maybe they are not doing as well as
people assume. I think one of the problems is
that many girls are the only child of the family
and the divorce rate amongst them is
particularly high. I feel that these women are
especially helpless. I imagine there are
several reasons why the divorce rate is
increasing:-

1. Many people have attitude problems,
they think the grass always looks greener on
the other side.

2. Different habits, for instance some
girls that are the only child have a high
opinion of themselves, this is because their
family members treat like them like
princesses. We all make mistakes, but they
are not taught this, so when they get married
and experience difficulties they will not admit
any fault on their part. They have their own
rules of behaviour.

3. Parents are also part of the problem,
they think that their child will suffer when
they get married and they are blind to the
faults of their own child. They interfere in the
marriage, also blaming the other party,
problems are never the fault of their child.

4. Years ago when people got married
they shared everything, money and other
assets became the property of both of them.
In my father’s time a couple would strive
together to go in the same direction to make
the marriage work, but these days couples still

@

have their own separate property, separate
money. There is a very clear distinction about
what belongs to who. The attitude seems to be

what’s mine is mine and what’s yours is yours.

5. There is also media interference,
nowadays there are many programmes
offering advice to married couples, sometimes
it is bad advice but people still follow it as it is
deemed to be given by “experts”.

For a lot of people children are not their
first priority, they are more concerned with
dividing up the family assets. If they can do
that smoothly then the divorce proceedings
are relatively straight-forward, probably the
methods here are in line with the rest of the
world.

I don’t think friends necessarily need to
get involved, the problem should for the
couple to handle. Most people will stand on
the side of their own friend and will take their
standpoint on issues. I would tell my friends
that they should listen to their own heart, if
they want to get divorced then get divorced, if
they don’t want to get divorced then don’t. I
think unless there is someone else involved, or
they cannot have children, any other reason
for getting divorced is not really a good
reason.

Of course divorced men have it easier
than women. I know divorced men who very
quickly found new partners who were women
that had never been married. These days there
is definitely something wrong with people’s
values, as long as the man has money, status
and position, the women will not care about
anything else.

I think today’s children will quickly
become used to the “fast food” style of

marriage. Some divorced parents get along
together very well. Maybe when children are
small they suffer more, but as they get older
they realise that if their parents are really not
happy, they will come to the conclusion
themselves that it is better for the parents to
separate”.

The Perils of Modern Living

One lady told me that her husband had
met another woman via QQ and wanted a
divorce. His behaviour to her was almost
intolerable as she would not agree to divorce
him, so he did everything in his power to make
her hate him. He has repeatedly told her that
he does not love her. Unfortunately for her
she still loves him. We may think that she
should just let go of him, and that once
somebody does not want to stay with you, you
cannot force them. However the complication
is that she has a 7 year old son, and so feels
that if she agrees to the divorce his future
would be adversely affected. She has begged
him to think about his actions and how they
affect their child, but he is adamant that he
wants to leave and live with his girlfriend, he
has told her she can keep the child as his
girlfriend is not interested in looking after
someone else’s child.

The reason he has not just upped and left
is that in China women have a lot of protection
from the law. If he just leaves, the divorce
court would look unfavourably upon it and
probably the wife would get to keep the house
for the sake of the child. He is willing to
forsake his child, but not his house, so for the
time being they are still living together. Of
course I have only heard her side of the story

and no doubt the husband has a totally
different view of their life together, however it
is a fact that they do have a young child and it
is that fact that should influence their
decisions.

Another lady told me that she had
surreptitiously — checked  her  husband’s
messages and found that he was
communicating with a young woman via QQ.
She did not waste any time and told him she
wanted a divorce. He got such a fright that he
ceased to use his QQ account immediately.
For him the prospect of divorce was too
frightening to contemplate. They too have a
young child that he dotes on so fortunately this
marriage was saved.

The View of Chinese Men

The above opinions belonged to women
so I also interviewed a couple of men. Zhou
who has been married for one year said “20
years ago divorce was viewed as very
shameful. Now however if people decide that
they don’t love each other anymore, they can
just get divorced. We all have freedom these
days, everyone has the right to decide for
themselves. I do know people that are
divorced but their circumstances depend upon
whether they live in the city or the
countryside. I can give you two examples.
My wife has a friend who got married to a
local ruffian. They were married for 7 years
and then they had a child. The man did not
work and just did all kinds of things to get
money, he also beat his wife all the time but
because she loved him she put up with him.
She then developed a serious problem.
Although she had her own work and was quite
busy, she would often help people such as
sweeping snow away from neighbour’s doors,
however she could never remember doing so.
Her boss took her to the hospital to get
checked out and they discovered that she was
schizophrenic. Her family thought up a good
reason for her to return to her hometown in the
country in order to rest. Her husband
eventually decided to divorce her, but because
in the countryside men outnumber women,
despite her problems, many men came to her
door asking to marry her. If she was in the
city, she would not have so many
opportunities to remarry

The other people I know that are
divorced come from the city. This couple both
went to Japan to study and became very good
friends. Because they found it difficult and
struggled in Japan, they became very close
and fell in love. After six years of being
together the man decided to return to China to
work and develop a business, whilst the
woman stayed in Japan developing her
business. However they continued to be a
couple. After 11 years the woman came back

to Tianjin and they got married. After six
months of marriage they decided they were
not suited and the wife flew back to Japan. So
after 11 years of being a couple, it took just six
months of marriage to destroy their
relationship and they got divorced.

Before in China there was not much
movement of people, they tended to stay in the
same place all their lives. This mean that they
would be very familiar with each other so if a
couple got divorced it would be talked about
by everybody, especially by the husband and
wife’s older sisters. Also values back then
were a lot more restrictive. Today people have

the opportunity to travel more and live in other
places, this means there will be opportunities
to meet other people.

There are many people that get divorced
quick as a flash, especially young people, but
it is quite complicated if there are things to
consider such as property, children, family
business and other assets, all these things have
to be taken into consideration and most of the
time only the Courts can decide what to do. I
don’t think it is that easy to get divorced
abroad either.
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Although it is not that simple to get
involved in someone else’s household matters,
friends should mediate and advise them not to
divorce, people should definitely think twice
before deciding to go down this route, because
if they decide after that they have made a
mistake and want to get back together again, it
will never be the same, just like if a mirror is
broken and people try to fix it, it would always
have cracks. Chinese people think that if
everything in the family and home is going
well, naturally everything else in life will be
ok. However if there really is no way for a
couple to get along then there is no choice but
to divorce. I don’t really know what kind of
reasons are not good reasons to divorce.
Regarding life being easier for one party than
the other, my feelings are that life is not easy
anyway. [ think we have to look after each
other and encourage each other, if people get
divorced and don’t marry again, life will
definitely be harder. At the moment in the
media, some reports are saying that at least in
the city 2nd hand men are very popular, they
are bestsellers! If a divorced woman has no
children she should be able to find another
partner.

As family is so important to Chinese
people, the family home should be a sanctuary
for children. If their parents get divorced then
the love that they experience is halved, it is not
complete so I think it would bring about an
extreme change in their personality”.

Zhang who has been married for four
years says “The word ‘divorce’ is never far
from my wife’s mouth. Every time we argue
her response is that we should get divorced.
However I think we are far from divorce, it
will not happen. At the moment I don’t have
any friends that are divorced, but many of
them have a bad relationship with their wives
and they always call me up and invite me out
just so they can grumble about them.

I think there has been a change in
Chinese thinking regarding divorce, however
China is still very traditional and divorce is
not thought to be a good solution. If a couple
want to divorce there really is a lot for them to
consider, for instance will their parents accept
it? If they have children what kind of
influence will it have on them? To put it
simply, in the past Chinese people lived for
other people, not for themselves, so they had
to consider what everybody else wanted.
Nowadays people have moved on from that
way of life and they live more for themselves,
so if a couple are not suited they can divorce.
It is not a simple thing to get divorced in China
because of the problems of sorting out the

family assets and how to bring up the children.

o

As far as giving advice is concerned, if
the person giving the advice knows the couple
well and they ask for advice, that is ok. If a
friend of mine asked me for advice I would
help him to analyse the problem deeply to see
whether or not there is another way to handle
the problem other than divorce. If he has
thoroughly explored every other avenue but
still wanted to get divorced then I wouldn’t
oppose him, after all everyone has the right to
decide for themselves.

Many people get divorced because they
don’t love each other anymore, but I don’t
agree with this. I think that marriage is sacred,
so if people get divorced for this reason both
sides are not facing up to their responsibilities.
‘When two people get divorced maybe it is the
man who has it easier but I am not too sure.

In China bringing up children in single
parent families will definitely present
problems, I think the children will have issues
in their hearts and minds. They will lose the
feeling of both parents loving and taking care
of them together. They will also suffer
discrimination and they will lose their own
identity and not know their place in society”.

Not The Only Solution

Well there you have it, I have spoken to
many Chinese people about divorce and the
responses presented here really do reflect an
accurate view of how Chinese people view
divorce at the moment. The statistics are
rising ever higher as already mentioned,
which is worrying many people, as the family
has always been at the very heart of Chinese
society. As the family arrangement is
breaking down, many people feel that the very
fabric of society is being threatened.

Insidious TV and radio programmes that
give the harmful advice to please oneself and
get out of a marriage on a whim do nothing to
help society.  Of course it is easy for me to
talk, but for a couple whose marriage is in

crisis, surely the last thing they need is to
consult complete strangers on air, whose sole
motive is to increase the viewing or listening
figures, as to the best way to resolve their
problems. I admit I used to be one of those
people who watched these shows and I acted
as an armchair judge, jury and mediator. I feel
very foolish when I think about my responses,
shouting at the TV urging the wife to leave her
“no good husband”. Thank goodness I saw
sense and  banished those  harmful
manipulative programmes from my life.

Communication  is  essential  to
maintaining a good marriage, and doing this
through the media is not a good way. A
marriage in trouble can be saved if both
parties are willing to work at it. Chinese
parents who object to their children divorcing
do so for good reasons, but sometimes it can
have negative results. Sometimes the parents
are just worried about what the neighbours
think. Providing there are no big reasons for
the cause of trouble in the marriage, like wife
/husband beating, alcoholism/drug/gambling
problems or a third party, sometimes a
marriage can be saved.  Some advice
suggested that such couples take the time to sit
down and work out what went wrong, and if
they felt they didn’t love each other anymore,
to ask themselves at which point this started to
happen. They could also try to fall in love
with each again by reminding themselves of
why they got together in the first place.
No-one ever said marriage was easy and a
husband who has been married for a very long
time said “A good marriage is a union of two
good forgivers”.
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hallmark of British
A presence in different
places used to be the

local church building, most
notably those of the Anglican
Church or Church of England.
From Tianjin to Cape Town to
Nova Scotia, these can be found.
All Saints’ is an example in this
city. It housed a large tenor bell
that would ring out calling people
to the Sunday services and tolling
on the occasion of weddings and
special celebrations like
Christmas.

Anglicans in Tientsin had
started out meeting for a weekly
English service of worship and
preaching with other Protestants
in the Union Church which had
been built on the Daku Road in
1864. Growing numbers of
British  led to Anglicans
requesting a place for their own
meetings. The Bishop of North
China, Rev Charles Perry Scott
who had first come to China in
1874 sent by the Church
Missionary Society (CMS),
became bishop in 1880 and took
up their cause. He requested a
clergyman. In 1890, a church
dedicated  and
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Reverend Brereton instituted to
minister to a congregation of
about 40. In appreciation of his
services, the British Municipal
Council offered a site for a church
and parsonage. Church wardens
were  appointed.  Reverend
Francis ~ Lushington  (Frank)
Norris followed. Bishop Scott
frequently visited and observed
that Tientsin’s foreign population
was increasing very rapidly,
promising to make it a very large
place should North China
continue to open to commerce.
He took up the idea of building a
more substantial church building
to replace the little church room
that was being used by Anglicans
in the town. “...at Christmas time
the little church room was fairly
overcrowded...”, he commented
in a letter back to England for
publication in the North China
Mission Quarterly (April 1899).
Meanwhile, Rev Norris had
mentioned the need for a bell to
an  acquaintance,  Reverend
Oswald Pryor Wardell-Yerburgh
who was then Rector of Christ
Church, South Marylebone. He
had previously given some fifty
hand bells to the church school

for boys in Peking. Interestingly,
all these were lost in 1900 when
mission property was burned and
looted but they were
subsequently found being sold off
in a street! One was then used in
St Hilary’s Chapel, Peking. Rev.
Norris raised some £54 towards
the cost of shipping a bell. The
remaining £10 was received from
donations made in England
having appealed to bell ringers
and others through a letter in the
North China Missions Quarterly.
By the late 1890s, the bell had
arrived in Tientsin.

Three bell emblem identif

from the foundry

The bell came from the
foundry of Messrs Mears and
Stainbank, Whitechapel in the
East End of London. The foundry
produced a number of famous
London church bells as well as
many across the world, including
America’s original Liberty Bell
(1752) used to  proclaim
American Independence and that
which famously rings out from
Big Ben (1858) in Westminster. It
also designed the 2012 Olympic
Bell. The bell had engraved upon
it the names of Bishop Scott and

Rev Norris as well as the apt
refrain from the psalms:

“Let all the people’s praise
Thee.”

However, as there was as yet
no church building, the bell was
used in the CMS compound.
Bishop Scott and Rev. Norris
pressed on with the challenge of
fund-raising with subscriptions
and donations gradually
accumulated in the Tientsin
Church of England Fund. The
Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel (SPG) made a sizeable
grant of £500 from the Marriott
Bequest (The Mission Field ,
Nov. 1903). Plans were drawn up
and the decision was made to
build in phases as monies
allowed. This in fact actually
increased the total cost of the
building to some £3000.

The foundation was duly
laid on 4 June 1900 by the
bishop’s young wife, Mrs Scott,
but subsequent events with the
Boxer Siege of Tientsin brought
the work to a standstill and it was
only finally completed in 1903.

By Andrea Klopper

The church could seat some
300 people. The substantial grey
brick was topped with reddish
Marseilles tiles and the red and
black floor tiles were imported
from England. The substantial
pews were placed on flooring
planks stained dark walnut to
provide warmth, as did American
heating furnaces placed below the
central portion of the floor. Light
came through leaded window
panes and some stained glass
windows. There were tapestries
hung and a small American
organ. Acoustic properties were
very good. The bell could finally
be put to the use for which it had
long been envisaged! Though the
whereabouts of the Tientsin bell
are now unknown, the steeple in
which it once hung remains,
testimony to a group of
expatriates who once lived here.

Above left: Bishop Scott Above right: Rev. Norris. (from North China Mission Quarterly 1900,
volumes VII. VIII)

The foundation ston

t still today thoug]
brick work. (Photo by A Klopper)

The Steeple o
looks today.(

With special thanks to Ms
L. McCann at Bodleian
Library, Oxford.
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e have all walked by an internet

\;‘/ café here in Tianjin or even back
home and seen a packed house.

And what is filling the time and screens of so
many, mainly male customers? Is it
homework, world news, cancer research? No,
generally the flash of the screens and the
tapping and clacking of the keyboard comes
from Chinese gamers. The typical profile of
the Chinese online gamer is 18-30 years of
age, male, and usually has a secondary
education. What you may not realize is that
the caffeine and nicotine fueled gamer in front
of the screen there is doing his part to turn
China into one of the largest online gaming

)
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markets in the world.

Online gaming in China, like everything
else Chinese, represents a huge market. The
industry does well over 15 billion USD per
year and is only on the rise. A large part of the
online gaming industry outside of China is
generated through consoles like the Xbox 360
and PlayStation, which offer subscription
based online gaming communities that allow
players to connect worldwide. However, both
of these major consoles are banned here in
China. And while there may be ways to get
through the gaps in the great firewall, the lion
share of gaming revenue in the Middle
Kingdom comes from PC based MMORPG’s

(Massively Multiplayer Online Role-Playing
Game). For those of you with a tangible social
life, these games are like most role playing
video games in that players take on the
identity of a character in a game and control
his actions. These games are often set in a
fantasy world. The other characteristic of
MMORPG’s is that they exist in a digital
world hosted by the game’s publisher. These
games occur in a persistent, digital world that
continues to evolve even when a player is not
logged in to the game. Many games, like
‘World of Warcraft, allow for social interaction
between characters and allow strangers from
across the globe to interact in a digital space.
While this may be a new form of
communication it also represents huge
business for game publishers.

According to John Gaudiosi of
Forbes.com, “China is home to more than 150
million gamers who collectively generate half
of the global PC online games revenue, and
several large online game companies that have
begun to expand internationally,” said Lisa
Cosmas Hanson, managing partner of Niko
Partners. “Our analysis shows that while
Chinese gamers start with casual and social
games, many evolve into MMOG gamers and
then contribute much more revenue than
gamers who stick to simpler games.”

Subscriptions to these kinds of games are
generating most revenue for video game
publishers, however, some companies have
experimented with in-game advertisements
but gamer reaction has been quite hostile. The
point of immersing oneself in an online game
is escape, and if you see a Nike ad in the
middle of a mission it kind of takes away from
the experience. Publishers have to listen to the
market because there are so many alternatives
forms of gaming. Another revenue stream has
been pay for play content. That is, using real
world money for access to otherwise
unavailable in-game content. When a game
integrates this content well players are more
than willing to fork over the extra cash to
enhance their experience, and game
publishers are getting better at this integration
all the time. It seems developers are getting it
right, last year revenues from online PC
gaming exceeded 10 billion yuan for the first
time.

While piracy would wreak havoc on
more traditional consoles like Xbox or
Playstation platforms, online gaming is
unique in that if a player wants the real
experience of an MMORPG, he must pony up
the RMB for a subscription, or be left out. But
that’s not to say that free gaming options are
not popular. In fact, the free to play model that
is popular in the US for many online games
actually grew from the piracy problem in
China. Game companies knew that disks were
easily imitated so they innovated, and began
to offer their product for free online, and then
offer  micro-transactions  in-game. As
mentioned above, this style has crept into the
Xbox and Playstation world and is used

heavily in the PC gaming world.

A few years ago, the internet café was the
bread and butter of MMORG publishers with
roughly 50 percent of revenue coming from
internet cafes. At-home gaming is now the
trend, boosted by broadband Internet
development. The total revenue of China's
online gaming market is expected to hit 55.7
billion yuan by the end of 2012, according to
official statistics. But there is more than just
yuan and jiao’s up for grabs.

There is also a social communication
element at play. Imagine the throngs of people
who have gravitated to online gaming and
MMORPG’s specifically. More and more of
their interactions with others are through the
filter and in the context of the online games.
The Chinese I know are very social. Whether
it’s dinning together or KTV, everybody likes
to be out and about. And if you have been here

long enough you know that social interaction
in China is very nuanced; there are rules that
we as foreigners will never really understand,
and plenty that we may never even discover.
While we generally get a free pass as
foreigners, the rules of etiquette in China can
be pretty intricate. As people replace face to
face interaction for online communication, it
can’t help but influence their real world
interactions. While I did not observe too many
friends that lost social skills due to gaming,
there were some who you knew where
spending too much time in front of a screen.
They said more off color things without
recognizing them as such. I can only imagine
how well it must go over if a Chinese gamer
forgets to guard the face of those around him.
As gaming has gotten more and more popular
a slang term has evolved for gamers, %
(zhainan) while the connotation is that of a
nerd, the characters combine and translate
literally to a male homebody, and describes
one who has traded traditional social
interactions for those available through
channels like online gaming.

Regardless of how online gaming may
influence young people in the future, it has
become a major industry in China, and one
that will see rapid growth as technology
becomes more and more attainable to the
average Chinese. There are even rumors about
the ban on Xbox and Playstation consoles
being lifted. Until that time the market will
continue to be ruled by the online
MMORPG’s and browser games. For many
young Chinese these games offer an outlet that
does not require time to develop a skill like
say picking up a sport. Rather, it is instant
gratification and relaxation in the midst of a
society that can be quite stressful, and game
developers are more than happy to provide
that release, for a fee of course.
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o, we’ve established in the few past

S articles that if you know people, they

will help you find a job and if you

don’t know people, then you have to work on

your networking skills and get to know
people, who will then help you find a job.

In very few cases, you might just not be
able to create this network of relationships
and friendships. Even if you’re very shy, I've
experienced Chinese youth start
conversations and I’m not even a Chinese
speaker so I think it’s not very difficult to get
over your personal barriers get in touch with
the community.

Nonetheless, there are always different
personalities and different situations where
you just can’t form those bonds. In some
cases, you might just not know the right
places to start a professional network
connection (by the way, wrong places
include: night clubs, bars and KTVs!)

So now you need to start the long job
finding journey on your own and it might not
be pretty but it’s possible. Let’s list your
choices. You can use expat magazines for the
job ads (not very informative but might be a
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good lead to meeting a recruiter who might
have other jobs in the drawer), you might also
use a news paper (better, but would usually be
exclusively in Chinese. If your Mandarin is
good, you’re certainly at an advantage here),
or you can use the internet to job hunt and
personally, I think that in this day and age,
this is really the main way to go other than
through personal connections.
Got your browser ready? Let me suggest
you some websites to get you started:
www.51job.com is the largest job portal
in China and you MUST try it.
www.chinahr.com is the oldest and
maybe the most professional.
www.newjobs.com.cn is more social
and involves meetings and fairs.
www.zhaopin.com is a third-party
connecting companies to correct candidates.
There are more of course but I
recommend you start with these four so you
don’t feel lost. Now, open these four websites
on your browser and bookmark them because
you’re going to be using them a lot in the
coming weeks. Also find yourself a browser
that has good translation capabilities (I

In this article series, Moe ELGHAREEB discusses China’s workplace, employment opportunities, issues that

face expats in Chinese businesses, how the Chinese professional scene accommodates expats and the potential for

expat-Chinese co-operation in the workplace.

el

suggest Google Chrome).

You’ll create your accounts and
complete them with all your details. Now
make sure that you write the correct title that
suits your job target. I would also advise you
to write beside your account title the
following “expat: basic Chinese” and even
better would be writing it in both English and
Chinese. By the way, whenever I say
Chinese, I mean Mandarin unless you’re in
Guangdong or Hong Kong, but that’s another
story.

You should be reading this in December
('m writing it a bit earlier) and this is
actually a very good time to get your online
accounts ready and complete for the year’s
biggest hiring marathon. I’d like to point out
that in China; the fiscal year coincides with
the calendar year as opposed to most world
countries.

This means that companies are getting
their new budgets finalized for the next year
right now as you’re reading these lines and
once they are back from the New Year
holiday, they will start drafting the new
positions they need to fill next year. Some
weeks after the New Year holiday comes the
Chinese New Year with the wonderful
fireworks and amazing shows.

Watch, enjoy and get ready because
once the Chinese New Year holiday is over,
companies return to work, now ready with
budgets, job descriptions and are hunting for
talent. This will surely be the time to get this
job you’re looking for. But now that you
know they are looking for you as well, how
do you make that connection? You apply like
there’s no tomorrow through those websites
to all of the opportunities that seem suitable
and until a few hiring managers notice and
contact you. Then?

How are you going to navigate this
maze? Who’s going to teach you the ins and
outs of the job? How are you going to learn
without losing precious career progression
time? These are our topics for next month.
Until then, I will gladly receive your
comments & questions and will try to discuss
them in the next article. Merry Christmas.

Send comments & questions to Moe ELGHAREEB via
email moghareeb@gmail.com

We: make you smile
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fter a few months, the redecoration project of Teda
Alntemational Club Tianjin is now completely finished. Now

the TICT is open to the public with its brand new look inside
and outside. In order to keep ahead in the competitive hotel
industry in town, it is quite important to make guests feel satisfied
and retain popularity in the market. Recently the general manager,
Mr. Zhang Yu Jie, accepted the exclusive interview of JIN to share
more details about the purpose of the redecoration and future
plans.

Since Teda International Club Tianjin has been occupying
an important position in the Tianjin high-class hotel industry,
could you please introduce the major achievements in the past?

Belonging to the Teda International Hotel Group and
established in 2002, Teda International Club Tianjin was the second 5
star hotel in Tianjin downtown. During its development over the
years, it has been carrying on the enterprise concept "Create
Comfort and Excellence”, trying hard to build up the image,
exploring the path of development, and earning its great reputation
from the public.

Recently we finally completed the interior renovation. In order
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to achieve better business performance in all aspects, our group
invested a lot of money for the project.

Since we have been looking forward to this completion for
such a long time, what do you think will attract customer the
most?

Actually each floor has been rebuilt in different ways. The
restaurants have been drastically changed and you can easily notice
the changes once you walk in. Also the glass rooftop of the
swimming pool has been replaced totally. Therefore, you can even
see the shining half ball shape rooftop outside the club. Meanwhile,
the layout inside the guest rooms has been updated, they still retain
the European style but the basic tone is more dignified.

In order to bring the business to a new step, what kind of
business plan did you make to get potential customers'
attention? Is there any promotion for Christmas?

Certainly, there will be some related theme activities to
promote the club amongst target clients. For example next month,
we have two main events related to Christmas; firstly, there will be a
puppet show for the family; secondly, the crosstalk night will be a
great event for everybody to come to. Moreover, the theme events
are all open to public, so please contact us and book tickets for
yourself now.

Do you have a fixed customer group? What kind of service
can your club provide?

Our club is a high-grade business casual hotel and membership
club. Now we have more than 800 members who are high-level
business people in Tianjin, which is one of the specialties of our club.
We also hope to build up an ideal platform and opportunity for
customers to communicate with their business partners or clients.

Again, to create a comfortable staying experience, put the
customer's needs in first position, care of details and be considerate,
these are the service standards that we strive to achieve all the time.

Finally, what would you like to say to our readers?

First of all, I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the chairman
of Teda International Hotel Group to offer me the chance to join the
team.| am also grateful for all the help and support from workmates,
clients, members,and group leaders.Everybody has the same goal to
bring the club up to a higher level than ever before. Therefore |
promise to try my best and work hard on it. No matter whether it is
the club facility, environment, or service quality, etc. every aspect will
be raised. Also, this is a commitment | make to all the JIN readers.

G
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Past Event

Seminar: Datenermittlung fir die Analyse und Gestaltung der
Ablauf- und Aufbauorganisation in Fertigung und Montage
Time:30.0ct.2012

Venue: Wurth (Tianjin) International Trade Co., Ltd.

Nowadays many companies in Tianjin are confronted
- with the challenge to enhance their internal production
processes. Dr-Ing. Uwe Grindler from REFA provided
+ advice and support on how to determine data for the
analysis and design of process and structure
organization in the production and assembly. The REFA
Group was established in Germany in 1924 and is one of
Germany’s most well-known organization for labor and company organization and
professional training.

Upcoming Events November 2012

|. German Christmas Market, 15:00 — 20:00, December 8,2012
II. Factory Visit at Continental Automotive Systems (Tianjin) Co., Ltd., 14:00 — 16:30, December 5,2012
lll. German Chamber monthly Get-Together in Binhai (Stammtisch in Binhai): 17:30 - 21:00, December 5,2012, La Seine French Restaurant
Binhai Tianjin
IV. Tax executives update, 14:00 - 17:00, December 14, 2012, Tianjin Renaissance Lakeview Hotel
V. German Chamber monthly Get-Together (Stammtisch Tianjin): 19:00 — 22:00, December 26,2012, Drei Kronen 1308 Brauhaus
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The Tianjin International Christian
Fellowship enters a new chapter

The current Tianjin International Fellowship continues a
long tradition of foreign Christians in Tianjin meeting for Sunday
worship. Way back in the nineteenth century, to be a Western
foreigner was to subscribe to some form of Christian faith, hence
the mistaken belief that Christianity is a foreign faith. It was part
of many Westerners’ tradition to attend a church service on a
Sunday and so, from the early days, services were held for and
by Western Christians until the early 1950s when most could no
longer stay.

With the opening up of China
i once more in the 1980s,
foreigners returned, with
Christians naturally among them.
They gathered to meet in a
conference room of the Tianjin
M4kl Binguan from September 1986
E‘} Rl Lntil April 1987 when they moved
to the Intertech Building on You Yi
Lu. Other foreigners from Nankai
University, the Foreign Language
Institute and the growing business
community began to attend. They
moved from a small conference room
to a spacious auditorium, although by
1996, people were spreading into the
balcony at the rear. The warmth of the
fellowship made up for the lack of EMlinteitechliotellonYouliliul
heating in winter when people used to bring their own blankets
so they could wrap up. Different men took turns preaching, then
as now. Particularly memorable was a sermon by Dr. West who
illustrated it with a fresh pig’s heart he’d bought in the local street
market! Singing was usually acapello until a small
keyboard was obtained, and later an acoustic guitar and
single microphone were added. There was no Sunday
school for the children who sat in the service. Services
were often followed by lunch in local restaurants. There
was also support offered in some relief projects with
flooding in Hebei in late 1996 and drought in 1997. At
this time, a Mandarin-speaking fellowship had also
started and met within the same building, starting a [l
relationship between the two that has continued ™ -
- Y amicably up to today.

In 1998, redecoration
of the Intertech resulted in
TICF moving temporarily to
a meeting place on Hong
Qi Dao and then to the
Travel College on Zi Jin
Shan Lu. This was to be
‘home’ for both the English-
and Mandarin-speaking
Fellowships for the next 14 years! Many of the families who had
been here in the early days moved on but there were always
new families arriving and a Sunday School was started with
parents volunteering. It became a full programme with children
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doing a small annual Christmas performance.

The music team also developed with keyboard, electric
guitars and drums and a more suitable public address system.
There was also an influx of international students, a trend that
has continued resulting in almost sixty nationalities being
represented. They have particpated a range of
Fellowship-sponsored growth-nurturing activities. Other small
groups have also emerged at different times for prayer, Bible
study, singing. Sermons continued to be delivered by various
members and the occasional visitor. Some weekend trainings
were offered, for example regarding marriage. Further growth
has occurred with the forming of a TEDA congregation from
about 2006 and a second
aellCollegelonrziliniohian iUl earlier more  informal

. service being held on
Sunday in Tianjin.
Clearly church is not
about the building but
about the people. Many
long-standing and
supportive  friendshsips
have developed over the

years, often withstanding the inevitable
movement.
For the past 2 years, the leadership of
the Tianjin International Christian Fellowship
= (TICF), as it has become known, has been
seeking a new venue. At last, the fellowship
itself has
relocated to the fifth  floor
(Mandarin-speaking  fellowship  on
second floor) of the fortuitously named
King’'s Hall Hotel on the corner of He
Niu Cheng Dao and Huan Hu Zhong
Lu. Itis justin time for the ‘Round the
World for Christmas’ services in which
different Christmas traditions are
shared and celebrated.

Do come and join us as we enter
a new chapter in the story of Tianjin
expat Christians!

"-e TIARIN ‘Q TEDA Add:King Hall Hotel, No. 22 Huan Hu Zhong Road, Hexi
W s WS e Email: enquiry@tjif.com / enquiry@tedafellowship.com

Tel: 8829 7772
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EUROPEAN CHAMBER IN TIANJIN

2012 European Business Gala Dinner - A Night with Stars

The 7th annual European Business Gala Dinner was held in ST. Regis on Oct.12th with
attendance of 300 guests, the theme of this year Gala is “Film Festival” to celebrate the upcoming
5th EU Film Festival in Tianjin.

All the guests enjoyed a memorable evening for not only the delicious food and beverage from
various European countries, but also the atmosphere of EU Film Festival throughout the party with
the red carpet walk and picture taking, European songs, involvement in the EU Film Quiz and
cocktail making follows the names of European Film stars, and of course plenty of attractive lucky
draw items.

We also would like to take this chance to thank for all the sponsors for their great support and
generous sponsorship

5th Annual EU Film Festival arrives in Tianjin

The 5th annual European Union Film Festival was officially launched at the Drei Kronen 1308
Brauhaus on 8 November. Almost 100 guests came for the opening ceremony including invited VIP
guests from local government, media partners and member companies. Guests were treated to a
buffet featuring food from all EU nations, as well as a speech from Mr. William Fingleton, Head of the
Press and Information Section at the Delegation of the European Union to
China. Another 150 guests from EU Community in town and local people
joined the group for the screening of Cyprus’ entry to the festival, ‘Fish and
Chips’ in Imax Tianjin after the dinner celebration.

Nine movies from different EU member states were screened at two
venues: The Imax Tianjin, in Jinwan Plaza, and the Wellington College
International Tianjin. Screenings were held from the 8th to the 18th. Most of

Premiere in Imax Tianjin,  something which is lacking in a lot of mainstream Chinese cinema.
Cyprus “Fish and Chips”

Mr. William Fingleton from EU Delegation
launched the EU Film festival in Tianjin

Movies screened in Imax Tianjin

EU Community and local people
enjoyed the movies

Movies screened in Imax Tianjin

EU Community and local people
enjoyed the movies

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
BX = ] = x = =
Rm 15A17, Suite 17, Magnetic Plaza, BinShui West Road, Nankai District, Tianjin, 300381, PR.China

KRBT X ERFE R 37171 5A17E
Tel: +86 22 2374 1122 Email: tianjin@euccc.com.cn Website: www.europeanchamber.com.cn

Past Events

Excusive dinner with delegates from the US Embassy Beijing

6:30-8:30 PM, November 1 - Hotel Nikko Tianjin

Nearly thirty AmCham China Tianjin
members engaged a sparkling US
Embassy delegation of five in a lively and
spirited ‘dinner table’ discussion of the
status quo of US-China relations on
November 1 at Hotel Nikko Tianjin. Topics
included current issues, policy, forecasts,
trends, universities, and Chinese-US and
US-China perceptions, and other pertinent
goings-on which one might do well to keep
in mind.

6:00-9:00 PM, Nov 7 - The St. Regis Tianjin

Michael Page consultants Olly
Riches, Regional Director — China,
and Byran Luro, Senior Manager,
came to share results and insights
from their recently released
Employee Intentions  Report
<http://www.michaelpage.com.cn/
websitepdf/ChinaEmployeelntentionsReport201213v2.pdf>
with 24 general managers, presidents, and managing directors.
The presentation highlighted the changing role and priorities of
general managers how it is
intertwined with the changing
desires and preferences of
employees, especially those in
China’s tier sub-1 cities.

Following the report, Alex
Tham, MD, Alcan Cable, provided
a case study of how his role as

-
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speaker Olly Riches

Daniel Liu and Paul Cunfiingham

The Embassy delegation included Jim
Sciutto, chief of staff to Ambassador Gary
Locke; Gregory S. D'Elia, mission outreach
coordinator; Brett Blackshaw, regional affairs
unit chief, Political Section; Harold “Lee”
Brayman, Market Access and Compliance
Office, Commercial Service; and Dan Wald,
economics officer.

By Matthew Stein

Managing Director has changed, including his
successful efforts in instilling a
triple-bottom-line mindset in his team, his
handling of strategy decisions with superiors
and interested parties from earlier in his career,
and closed with a showcase of his integrated
team/culture-building CSR project with Jet Li's
ONE Foundation and Habitat for Humanity.
Speaer Alex Thag Both  presentations, moderated by
AmCham China, Tianjin Chairman Michael Hart, MD — Jones
Lang LaSalle - Tianjin, set the foundation for a long-table
discussion that followed over a four-course St. Regis Tianjin
meal. Daniel Liu, GM - Tianjin United Family Hospital, Richard
Zhang, President - Rex Group, and Eric Chen, GM — Cintas,
made notable contributions to the dialogue.

By Matthew Stein

Dialogue with the Tianjin Government &2012 AmCham China Tianjin Annual Appreciation Dinner
4:30-8:30 PM, Wednesday, December 12 - Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

AmCham China, Tianjin warmly invites you to attend this
year'’s Dialogue with the Tianjin Government & Tianjin’s Annual
Appreciation Dinner on December 12th at Renaissance Tianjin
Lakeview Hotel. This is Tianjin Chapter's most important
government relations event of the year. The evening provides an
opportunity for members to communicate with the Tianjin
government officials on the current economic climate and
development trends in Tianjin. It will also provide an opportunity
for recommendations to the US business community in Tianjin,

Individual Tickets:

Cardholding members register and pay in advance: RMB 400
Cardholding members pay at door: RMB 450

Employees of member companies: RMB 450

Non-member: RMB 800

and on issues or concerns related to AmCham China members
and the foreign business community.

We are expecting Vice Mayor Ren Xue Feng to represent
the Tianjin Government for the evening as well as William Zarit,
minister for commercial affairs at the US Embassy. AmCham
China President, Christian Murck will lead the discussions.

We encourage you to attend this valuable event, to interact
with local officials and to hear the chamber’s official view on
government advocacy on local levels.

AmCham china Address:Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051

TEL:86-22-23185075
TEXE® SRR

Website: www.amchamchina.org
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Safety | Warmth | Comfort

Comprehensively built os a modern, elegant, and top grade forcign focused hotel, featunng two main hotel buildings

and 39 three storv villas

The Villa sports 42% green space including: a four-scason plants display, exquisite pavilions, and a live fish pond
Dine step into the Villa is like entering a beautiful printing

Green Pork Vil provides a vaniety of seroces, ranging from accommodations, conference space, and recresation
arcas to fully equipped catening services, There are Western, Chinese, Japanese restaurants as well as a Japanese
hotpot shop and French stvle Teppanyaki, and BB in the garden, Green Park Villa i vour first choice whether you
are choosmg o long term residence, or planming a short term business trip

Gireen Park Villn---Your coey home

Add: No.34 1st Avenue TEDA. Tianjin  TEL: 022-25280670  Hutp.//'www. hotelgpv.com
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A CITY WITHIN A CITY
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By Paula Taylor

SF, EERERFEZH, BRIEAME=EX¥RE. tAZE, SRF-KEXEH, E4F
RERFRUMTE, TH-EEERT. MRRELERRET JLE, BARMEREMEA, tLEEME
NBANBERY, XR—MEINEFBTHEERFE . MRRBFREXE LLER, BARGEIHR
TEREEMITFRENE . B, ZFRBEFRBMBIFE, MEGPIMIAEE. §—K, THEFEEHK

HHXHAFEE, AEELRNE—

S

WBEM. B—EUAHMMEE “FEUESR", B45H

WHFEURE—TEABMRY, FFORAURFD RN B AR R R R AERAT

his year when I left for England there

I were three universities in my road.
When I came back, 7 weeks later,

two had been completely removed from the
face of the landscape and one is in the process
of vanishing before my eyes. If you have
been here for several years, remember Shi
Fan Daxue at Ba Li Tai? This is a very
important university and its speciality is
training teachers. If you have learned Chinese

here the likelihood is that your teacher
graduated from this school. However about
three years ago they started to knock it down
and upon enquiring as to what was going to
happen, I was told that they were moving to
University City. Have you ever been to
University City? Have you ever even heard
of University City? In the near future most
universities will be located there and many
have already relocated.

T already had experience of this place, as
when 1 first came here I was studying
Chinese at a university. One night soon after
T arrived and had been out late, I got a taxi
and told the driver the name of my university.
I didn’t recognise where he was taking me,
but I put it down to the fact that T was not yet
familiar with the place. llowever when we
arrived we seemed to be in the countryside,
there was no-one around, just huge building
sites full of bulldozers and ecranes, and one
completed darkened building. T was really
nervous and told the driver he had taken me
to the wrong place. T had visions of him
murdering me and leaving my battered and
bloodied body buried under the rubble, (this
is what living in London does for you).
However I need not have worried, there were
two branches of my university, the new
branch was at University City, which was
where he had taken me, I just was not aware
of that at the time. He apologised and took
me to the old branch without charging me any

extra. I can say that this is one of the few
times I have ever met a decent taxi driver in
Tianjin. Fast forward four years and there are
now many universities there and the building
sites have turned into huge thriving
campuses. The landscape here is changing
rapidly and already some buildings at Nankai
University are empty in preparation for
moving. I wonder what will happen to Zhou
En Lai’s statues.

Cheap and Cheerful

Property prices are rising higher and
higher in Tianjin so as far as the universities
are concerned, it is much cheaper for them to
be located outside of the main areas. Each
university itself is like a small town, with
restaurants, supermarkets, hairdressers and
myriad small shops and businesses. One
university even has a veterinary surgery,
which no doubt comes in handy as there are

Students ‘a;§k«s aiting {0
belfilled with hot:water

many stray dogs and cats that roam the
campuses. They offer reduced rates at this
surgery so if any kind student finds an injured
animal, they will be more inclined to seek
medical help for it.

Dormitories are extremely cheap with
some costing just 800 yuan per year.
However for that you would be expected to
sleep 8 to a room and many do not have air
conditioning. Toilets and shower rooms are
communal, so Chinese students get used to
living with many other people. Personal
space is a luxury and many people here do not
have such a requirement anyway.

The shops on campus are also cheap as
their customers are students and they know
they cannot charge exorbitant prices. I often
frequent these establishments as anyone can
take advantage of what is on offer, discounted
goods are not limited to students.

1 visited the optician and bought several
pairs of glasses at 100 yuan a pair. I even
took some back to England with me.

Food For Thought

I came here to learn Chinese so
originally I lived on campus. At first I found
the food awful, the student canteens are full
of unrecognisable things covered in slime and
oil and everything tasted like cardboard, a full
meal cost around 3 yuan so truly I was getting
what I paid for. I rapidly lost weight. I
remember one day I sat in the canteen with a
bowl of slop in front of me and I almost broke
down in tears. I pushed it away in despair, I
just could not force it down my gullet. I didn’t
really have cooking facilities in the dormitory
so I didn’t know what I was going to do. The
next day a fellow student invited me to lunch.

“No thanks I can’t stomach the food in the
canteen” I replied.  She said “Student
canteen? We don’t eat there it is disgusting,
we eat in the restaurants”. That started a love
affair between me and university restaurants.
T hadn’t realised there were other options, the
canteens were at the very lowest end of the
spectrum for cash strapped students.
Universities are full of regular restaurants
too, with the advantage that although they
offer the same food, they are much cheaper.
They also tend to be clean as the universities
want the students in class and not off sick
because of eating bad food.

The students often bemoan the fact that
University City is in an inconvenient
location. There are regular buses but they are
always packed, hence there are unofficial
taxis, which are really just men with cars who
wait either outside the universities, or at bus
stops at strategic locations looking for
customers. I have used their services once or
twice but patience and a very small body is
needed, patience because it is only when you
get in their vehicles that you realise they are
waiting until they have enough passengers,
which may be as many as eight, before they
go, and with that many people in a little van it
is very squashed. Small Chinese people don’t
mind this but for lanky westerners, it makes
for a very uncomfortable journey. If I avail
myself of their services I arrive at my
destination bent double and I always have to
unfold my limbs before I can actually walk.

Apart from the fact that it is much
cheaper for the universities to be situated at
this location, there is another reason for it.
Chinese people like to have everything

Insde view of the city

placed in boxes, so having all the universities
in one location satisfies this ethic. The
students have everything at hand that they
need and they don’t even have to leave the
campus. This means that they can put all
their efforts into studying without any of the
distractions of outside life.

Now that we have line three on the
Metro, you will find a stop almost at the end
of the line called Da Xue Cheng, or
University City. The new line has made life
much more convenient for the students.
‘When you have an hour or two to spare hop
on the metro and go and have a look at
University City, it makes for interesting
viewing. It really is a city within a city.
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REGO International School

Phil Armstrong, the principal of Rego
International School is a man on a mission.
Rego has always had a strong academic
ethos, but he is not satisfied with resting on
the laurels of the school’s good reputation,
he wants the school to strive ever onward
and upward in order to help the students
achieve their highest potential. He thinks
learning should be a lifelong commitment
and keenly pursues higher learning, a
principle that has resulted in him being
highly qualified for this job.

©

Rego is a British school and this means
several things.

1. Attitude towards the students - the
school’s educational approach focuses on
individual students.

2. They fully recognise that every class
has students of different abilities, therefore
the teachers actively work to meet the
needs of each student.

3.The examinations are the same as in
Britain-GCSEs and A Levels, which are an
internationally recognised standard.

4. Traditional customs are maintained,
they have the old fashioned, effective house
system, this is designed to bring the
students closer together and learn the
benefit of team work. The school awards
certificates for achievements that the
students obtain for their houses.

5. Most of the teachers are from Britain
and they bring with them the expertise of
working in a British school. The National
Curriculum  forms the basis of their
educational system.

As Rego is a British school, student life
there is extremely interesting, as they marry
typically British cultural activities and
festivals with international ones, i.e. they
held a Guy Fawkes/bonfire night
celebration in tandem with Halloween. |
thought only British students would know
who Guy Fawkes was, but the Rego students
now all know.

Rego’s core values are that students
should lean to be knowledgeable,
ambitious, independent, creative, principled
and responsible. Whilst the school has a
very strong academic record, its strength
also lies in the fact that they emphasize the
children should be happy and fulfilled in
their school life.

Teaching the students to be principled
is taken very seriously, hence in order to
graduate, students aged 14-18 years of age
must demonstrate that they have spent at
least 15 hours each school year carrying out
voluntary work, as part of their enrichment
activities. This can take the form of anything
from volunteering at an orphanage, to
proactively doing things in connection with
protection of the environment. As part of
the enrichment process, normally school
finishes at 3.30 p.m., but on Mondays and
Thursdays there is a mandatory 4.30 finish
and the students take part in activities
designed to bring them closer together, for
instance they have Wii dance sessions
together.

Encouraging young people to engage
in philanthropic activities will help them to
develop into responsible, caring adults. Mr.
Armstrong told me he is very interested in
volunteer work in Africa and has taken
students to Tanzania, they helped to raise
funds for hospitals, build schools, and
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support orphanages for runaways. It is a
good thing to educate children that there
are others far less fortunate than
themselves. They should be made aware
that the world they live in contains all kinds
of people in varying circumstances, and that
they personally can make a difference if

they get involved in these kinds of activities.

School trips, whilst fun for the students,
also have a purpose. A school trip to Japan
including a visit to an orphanage. Mr.
Armstrong is the right person to lead the
children down this path, as when he was in
the UK he was a staunch supporter of
environmental groups and he took the lead
in a Friends of the Earth group.

The school also likes to get the parents
involved, and that night they were
preparing for “An Evening of Excellence” at
the Sheraton Hotel - an awards ceremony.
The students would be given certificates in
recognition for their achievements. Mr.
Armstrong is an accomplished musician
and that night would be giving a piano
recital. Also the school was going to host
ISCOT Science Day and visitors from other
international schools would take part. They
also get involved in interschool maths
competitions.

There are currently no plans to
renovate the school and he told me“We are
very proud of our culture and attitudes and
we want to further develop these things.
There is no need to do any building work on
the school, it is fine as it is, we wish to focus
on the students, helping them to achieve
their highest potential is paramount.

As far as their academic record is
concerned, many students go on to enter
some of the best world renowned
universities. He told me about a former
student who had got an offer to enter
Cambridge University, but had turned it
down in order to go to a university
specialising in science subjects. There are
not many people who are likely to get an
offer from Cambridge, let alone turn it
down, but such is the excellent standard of
education provided by Rego that Mr.
Armstrong seemed hardly surprised, he told
me this in a rather matter of fact manner.
The exam results are exceptional and this is
partly due to the, | hesitate to use the word
“relaxed” but hard working culture
promoted by the teachers. Indeed it seems
somewhat of a contradiction to say these
words in the same breath, nevertheless it is
true. It is a myth to think that the best
students are those under pressure, happy
students make for productive study and
result in higher academic results.

As the majority of students do not have
English as a first language, when students
who struggle with the language start school

there they are placed in a spotlight
programme, whereby they study English at
an intensive level for 3 - 6 months before
they join mainstream classes.

Mr.Armstrong is a father himself, he has
two sons, and so he fully understands
children and particularly the problems they
have adapting to a different culture and
language. He, his wife and his sons were all
born on different continents, Mrs.
Armstrong is Russian, one son was born in
Switzerland and the other was born in
Japan!

This is a Principal who clearly takes his
responsibilities to his students very
seriously and mutual respect is promoted at
the school. He told me “We don't have a
punishment system if students speak their
mother tongue, we rigorously encourage
them to speak English by reasoning with
them that if they speak their mother tongue,
they automatically exclude their classmates
from participating in conversations. | have
been teaching a long time and | feel this
method is far more effective than excluding
a child  from lessons, that is
counter-productive” | looked through the
windows of the classrooms and | could see
that the children were engaging with the
teachers and diligently studying. | also think
it is important to look at the local staff and
see what kind of feelings are emanating
from them. It seems that they are happy to
work at the school too. Parents with
children at Rego can relax, their children are
in very good hands, there is a master captain
at the helm of the Rego ship and he is
steering the students to success.



Wellington College International Tianjin is quickly developing a
reputation for putting on musical productions of a very high quality.
Following the success of its sell-out musical show, Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Wellington has staged its second
major musical production this year, Bugsy Malone, an action-packed
song and dance extravaganza. This was again directed by Jane
Griffiths, a professional singer, dancer, actress and director from
London.

Bugsy Malone began life as a very successful film written and
directed by Alan Parker, and featuring child actors, most notably Jodie
Foster. Parker was trying to find a film that his children could enjoy, and
his eldest son suggested one featuring a cast of just children. The plot is
loosely based on events during the 1920s Prohibition era in the US, and
more specifically, the exploits of Al Capone and Bugs Moran in Chicago.
The film was later adapted into a stage show and its tongue-in-cheek
style, starring children as the gangsters and their molls, makes it perfect
for a school production.

Bugsy Malone is a slapstick musical
comedy. The story line follows the rivalry
between two half-witted street gangs,
aided and abetted by a well-intentioned,
one-time boxer, Bugsy Malone, who steps
in to take control of Fat Sam's gang and
give Dandy Dan and his boys what they've
got coming to them. In this musical spoof,
the message is one of good, clean fun. The
characters are wonderful cartoon cut-outs
and their weapons of choice ‘splurge
guns’, or whipped cream and custard pies.

Jane Griffiths chose Bugsy Malone as
a perfect vehicle to showcase the talents of
a wide range of students at Wellington.
The pupils taking part ranged from six to
eighteen years of age. She said “We knew
Bugsy Malone would be a sure-fire hit with both children and adults alike
- not least because of its elaborate stage set, specially tailored period
costumes and an enthusiastic cast of over 60 talented pupils”. It was
also quite challenging for both older students and younger students to

work together, because such a huge project demanded more patience
and a strong spirit of team work.

The dramatic scenes were interwoven with vivid characterization
and spectacular special effects, all against the backdrop of a very
impressive stage set. This reflected long hours of rehearsing and hard
work, all coming to fruition in a high quality performance. Of special note
were the professional dance sequences. The audience was stunned by
the audition scene, in which the actors interacted with the Headmaster,
cast as the director, from the auditorium. In the middle of the show, the
audience burst into spontaneous applause and gave a standing ovation
to express their admiration.

After watching the show one guest said “It was fabulous, the
standard of the performance was very high and the dance numbers were
amazing.”

The Headmaster, David Cook, highlighted Wellington’s
commitment to the Performing Arts in his closing night speech: “Tonight
was the last of four wonderful performances, all emphasizing just how
far we have come in such a short time, barely more than a year, in
developing and then combining the talents of our individual actors,
singers, dancers and musicians, not forgetting all the teachers and
students backstage. It was a supreme team effort, and one we can feel
justifiably proud of. Now for next year!”
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Friendship
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friends? You may think that of course

the answer is yes, and that it doesn’t
matter what nationality ~someone is.
However it is challenging to be real friends
with someone whose culture and thinking are
polar opposites to yours. Although I have
many Chinese friends, I don’t find it
particularly easy to be friends with them and
I have to work hard at it. I feel I have to
constantly watch what I say and do, as it is
easy to offend them. For example a friend
invited me to her house for lunch, her mother
had prepared a feast for us and I said “Thank
you for your hard work”. My friend was
horrified and said “You can’t say that, that
suggests she is a waitress”. I thought that
surely they would take into account the fact
that I am a foreigner and we often make
mistakes with the language and culture, but
she wanted me to know that I had offended
her mother.

My most precious Chinese friend is like

I s it easy for westerners to have Chinese
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a sister to me, but it is over simplistic to say
that our nationalities have no bearing on our
friendship. The differences in culture rear
their head every day and we often have

misunderstandings and  differences  of

opinion. I don’t understand why if my
friends want to eat something particular I
have to eat it too. Or if I say, for instance,
that I do not want to go to the same place as
they want to, they will all
change their plans to suit
me, which makes me
uncomfortable. No matter
how many times I tell them
to just go ahead and do what
they want, they feel that they
have to cater to me. Thisisa
product of the legendary
Chinese hospitality and the
need to entertain guests.
Even though I have lived
here for four years and my
friends know me very well, I

am still thought of as a guest. Much as I love
my friends, I Tong for the type of friendships
that I have back home, where I do not have to
walk on eggshells.

Another bone of contention is what is
considered to be good manners. Where |
come from you have to say please and thank
you to everyone. I often get annoyed because
if I ask a friend “Would you like coffee?” she
just answers “hdo” she doesn’t say please, or
thank me when I give her the coffee.

If I tell Mary something and a Chinese
person tells her something different she will
take their advice. ~When the Japanese
Tsunami and the resulting disasters caused
many to worry about radiation pollution,
Mary received a text from a friend advising
her to immediately buy lots of salt. Mary told

me to buy extra salt. “Eating lots of salt is
foolish and dangerous, don’t listen to these
rumours. Who is your friend, is she a
scientist?” I asked her witheringly. Mary
bought extra salt.

What my friends say:-

Conversely my friends sometimes think
Tam very difficult, because of course I am not
like them. They all like to be together and do
the same things together. I don’t feel that I
always have to be with them. When my
roommate went back to her country for two
weeks Mary phoned me up and said “You
must be lonely living by yourself, I can come
and stay with you”. What she didn’t know
was that I was dancing a jig even as I was
seeing my roommate off. I was revelling in
the two weeks of freedom that would follow,
two weeks of doing exactly as I liked without
having to consider her. “No, it’s okay I am
quite happy on my own” I said. Mary
couldn’t believe it, how could I be happy on
my own? She is used to living with lots of
people, when she goes back to her hometown
four people sleep in the same huge bed.
When she was at university there were 8
people to one room. When she moved out of
the dormitory she rented a room with six
others. Chinese people get used to sharing
their space with others and so do not like to
do things on their own.

As food is such a big deal, my friends
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will all discuss what to eat in great detail, but
I am interested in what is going on in the
world, I want to discuss the destruction of the
environment or the war in Afghanistan etc., I
am not interested in having lengthy
conversations about where to eat and what to
eat. My Chinese friends are too kind and
always worry about me. I don’t show
consideration for them by co-operating with
plans for the mutual good of the group. They
feel I am not grateful for their concern.

Once a friend phoned me up in the
morning when I was running late and the
conversation went like this:-

Her: “Good morning, have you eaten
your breakfast?”

Me: “Not yet”.

Her: “Oh. What are you going to have
for lunch?”

Me: “I don’t know”.

Her: “How about this evening, what will
you have for dinner?”

Me: “I haven’t even thought about
breakfast yet, how do I know what I will eat
for lunch and dinner”. T was exasperated, I
was trying to get ready and I was involved in
a pointless conversation. ~ Now I know the
reason she was asking was that she thought
we could eat together. I was considered
selfish because I didn’t worry about her
eating on her own.

My insistence on them saying please and

CULTURE

thank you is a problem in their eyes because
this means that our relationship is not very
close. They tell me this lack of courtesy
proves that we are good friends and there is
no need to stand on ceremony.Apparently the
closer the relationship is the more “free” they
can be and the more liberties they can take.
My opinion is that only strangers should try
to take liberties with me.

They cannot offer me help and advice as
I don’t take it, but offering help is part and
parcel of Chinese culture. By rejecting their
advice as not suitable for me,they think that I
do not value them. They cannot shape me
into their homogenized mould. They tell me
my hair is strange, and that Chinese people do
not have such hair. I tell them, unnecessarily,
that I am not Chinese. I look different, my
thinking is different, I don’t care for their
personal opinions on my business — I am a
problem.Chinese friends are loyal, kind, and
helpful, but I am not kind and I don’t need
much help.

Conclusion

They think it is hard to be friends with
me, I think it is hard to be friends with them.
My Chinese friends drive me crazy, I drive
them crazy. Why are they still willing to be
friends with me? I don’t know. However
what I can say is, the best thing about being in
China is having Chinese friends. I love them
to death.

@
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A Real Real Estate Bubble:

How Nagging Mothers In Law
Could Hurt The Chinese Economy
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egardless of where you are from, the
Rrelationship one has with a mother in

law is almost always a pain. They can
nag, and pry, and make you feel you’ve
descended into the seventh circle of hell in
some cases. While this can be a strain on any
marriage, it rarely has nationwide economic
implications; unless you happen to live in
China, where the mothers of potential brides
vet would-be suitors on their possession of
real estate above most anything else. I am not
just picking on in-laws here, the Confucian
ideal of the man as the sole provider is also
contributing  factor that reinforces the
unwritten law that a man without a house is a

>

man destined to bachelordom. While to me
that sounds like an awesome way to dodge the
marriage bullet, it has major economic
consequences for China.

Real estate in China is a bit different
from the West. Technically all land is owned
by the state. For many years a home was not
something one purchased, but was something
one was assigned. Most housing was doled out
by one’s work unit (danwei). In fact, up until
the late 1990’s there was no monetized market
for real estate on the mainland; the
government giveth and the government taketh
away. Most people in the 80’s were assigned
housing by their danwei, according to one’s

seniority, age, and family size. Housing was
modest but essentially free and did not really
enter the equation when courting a mate. Even

with the rapid development and prosperity of

many Chinese you will still hear older
generations lamenting the simpler times of a
China pre-Opening and Reform. While every
grandparent is guilty of viewing the past with
rose colored glasses, in China the change in
lifestyle, including the pressures of home
ownership, have been dramatic ones to say the
least. As to the China of today, let’s check the
numbers.

-The Chinese real estate market
accounted for 13% of China’s GDP growth
last year, that’s more than exports by the way.

-Between 1998 and 2008 14.4 billion
square meters of residential housing space
were constructed in China. For perspective,
that is 160 times the residential space of the
entire island of Manhattan.

According to HSBC, the value of real
estate wealth in 2010 was USD 17 trillion,
which is more than 3 times China’s GDP.

In the US the housing cost to income ratio
(annual salary versus the cost of a home) is 3
to 1. According to JP Morgan, in China that
ratio is 13 to 1. Do you have over a decade’s
worth of income on hand so you can get
married? Neither do many Chinese men. The
pressure to marry is high, but so are home
prices. Interestingly, rental prices have not
kept pace with purchasing prices, they have
remained relatively low. This means that the
incredible increase in home prices is not being
driven by a demand for housing per se, China
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does have plenty of space available to live in,
to the point that many housing developments
sit empty for years. The driving force rather is
a confluence of other factors like societal
pressure to marry into a home, and using real
estate as a safe investment.

The skewed gender and age
demographics of China are creating hardship
for those left outside of the real estate bubble,
and creating a class of marriage
‘untouchables’. The Male to female ratio is
currently 120 males to 100 females. Chinese
guys are searching for mates who, along with
their mother, expect a home as a prerequisite
for marriage. This ratio is expected to increase
in the future as males are generally favored
both historically and economically for their
earning potential. The one child policy has
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also hurt males who do not come from
families of means. The 4-2-1 family describes
the typical Chinese family post-One Child
Policy. That is, four grandparents, two parents,
and at the center of it all, the one child.
Generally speaking, Chinese grandparents (a
demographic with more members every day)
and parents are more than willing to pitch in
and help their son purchase a home as he tries
to find a wife. If a man does not have the
advantage of independent wealth, or help from
older family members, his chances of courting
a mate fall drastically. At the bottom of the
demographic heap are male laborers
especially from the villages of China. Many
females leave the village in search of work, or
suitors, in the cities. From any angle, the cards
are heavily stacked against uneducated male
laborers who are choosing from an ever
shrinking pool, and competing with a city
male who may well come from 4-2-1 families.
‘When it comes to social and family pressures
about marriage, this demographic has become
untouchable in the eyes of many Chinese.

Since Opening and Reform Chinese
policies have been aimed at rapid
development. A city can grow skyscrapers
overnight. Now the government must manage
the giant of this growing real estate bubble.
While it has been a major driver of the
economy, if prices falter, the affects will be
felt nationally as well as abroad. China’s real
estate craving increases the prices of
everything from copper to concrete and any
building material in between, if that bubble
does burst in a big way, the ripple will be felt
across multiple sectors. There have been
attempts to control how many homes
individuals can buy, but it has done little to
slow the hunger for real estate investment.
While this sounds like a setup for a huge
bubble burst similar to that of the US, there are
some key differences.

In the US, families were getting home
loans for essentially no down payment, and at
historically low interest rates. The government
pushed banks to make lunatic loans to people
who did not really qualify for them, and banks
were not regulated properly and started selling
toxic mortgage backed securities, and so the
bubble grew and eventually burst. In China,
families have much more skin in the game,
meaning their down payments for a home
might be as high as 40% or 50%, making a
default personally crushing, and discouraging
mass defaults that would make for systemic
risk. Chinese leaders are hoping this will help
to keep the bottom from falling out of the
market. However, they are left with a very
difficult choice; allow the bubble to continue
to grow in the near term and hope for the best
in the future, or, attempt to cool the market
now and risk and overcooling of the economy
more generally.

One does not always consider cultural
factors when looking at economic issues, but
in the case of the bubbling Chinese real estate
market, one cannot really understand the
market without some knowledge of the culture
driving it. When my Chinese friends explain
the family pressure involved with marriage in
China, I must admit the level of power that
parents hold over their adult children makes
me cringe a bit. While your mother in law may
be a pain, at least she’s not helping to drive a
bubble in your home country that could burst
and devastate your economy.



SHOPPING

AR TIERILY

By Jim Gibney
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presents? No! Why? Firstly, there are no

Christmas “sales” that, after all, are only
an excuse to bump up prices for maximum
profit in the mad rush up to Christmas. If you
don’t believe me then why do all the stores
have massive Boxing Day sales where prices
are about half what they were only a couple
of days ago? Secondly, there are no long
queues to buy this year’s must have present
or the disappointment of missing out because
they sold out. Thirdly, if you forget a present
you can pop down to the store on Christmas
morning because in China it is just another
day.

In TEDA, where I live, I have two
favourite places for buying presents. We are
spoilt down here because we have some of
the best value shopping in China. It is so
good that it I recommend jumping on the
train and coming down here to check it out.
Your first stop should be Decathlon which is
a sports’ store that has some of the best
clothes, sporting gear and accessories that
you could wish for. If you are of a sporting
bent, whatever your interest - be it
snorkeling, camping, cycling, hiking, tennis

I s there a better place in the world to buy

— absolutely whatever, you will find
something of interest here. Not only do they
have a great selection, everything is so cheap
as well.

Nearby, in Tang gu, we have the
enormous Yang Huo market where if you
can’t find what you’re looking for, it
probably doesn’t exist. There are toys galore
and they are so much cheaper than in any
store. It is so much better than a store because
most places will bargain if you are not happy
with the price. If you know what you want,
get a Chinese friend to go with you and see
what price they can get for you. My Chinese
wife is often able to get most goods at a great
reduction from the original price. At Yang
Huo you should never pay the original asking
price. It is easy to get to as Tang gu station is
on the train line from Tianjin.

There are dozens of stalls selling all
kinds of clothing, perfume, handbags,
camping gear, bicycles, watches, the list is
almost endless. Now, [ am not so naive that [
don’t know that some of the products may not
be real but if that were so you would not be
getting them so cheap. However, with many
products, it is almost impossible to tell the

difference between them and the real deal.
That is, except for the price, which will be
only a fraction of the genuine article. One
warning though, be careful with computer
gear like USBs which promise 880 GB. Like
my grandmother used to say, “If it sounds too
good to be true, it usually isn’t.”

Every once in a while I get up to Tianjin
and when I do, T always visit Ancient Culture
Street. If you want to get some presents to
take home which have a distinct Chinese
flavor, this is the place to go. It is also an
interesting area to visit architecturally and
there are literally hundreds of stores selling
Chinese curios and handicrafts. If you are
looking for a souvenir or a gift you could buy
some jade, a tea set, swords, silk, paintings or
sculpture. The traders are always friendly and
you can always look without feeling any
pressure to buy. If you are really lucky you
might be able to pick up a real antique at a
bargain basement price.
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Happy shopping and Happy Christmas!

Merry Christmas from ISETAN
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www.isetan-tianjin.com

H&Y Patisserie Frangaise

Date: Nov. 22 to Dec. 25
Offer: spend over 100RMB, get
one free selected cake;
purchases over 200RMB, get
one free cake at selected
counter (except the special
price products)

Classic
macaroon gift

box

Optional flavor, plus bag
Quantity: 28 pieces
Price: 224RMB

Offer: purchase classic
macaroon gift box, get
one selected cake for
free

Date: Nov. 22 to Dec. 25

Venue: B1F TOUS les JOURS cou

Tel: 2718 8399 -

Offer: Nov. 22 to Nov. 30: make a reservation and get 15% discount
Dec. 01 to Dec. 25: make a reservation and get 10% discount

Fren¢h Christmas cake
Ingredients: 64% Belgian dark chocolate; imported hazelnuts
from Spain; imported 999 edible gold foil from Japan;
imported cream from France; Madagascar vanilla bean.
Flavor: chocolate, hazelnuts, vanilla

Standard: 1 pound

Price: 599RMB

Offer: make a reservation before Dec. 15 get one bottle
of French red wine for free

@ BEL AIR dry red wine(France) 750ml 139RrMB

750mi 282RrRMB
(@ CARLES ANDREU sparkling wine (Spain)

750ml 228rMB
@ BESSERAT champagnie (France) 750ml 5 10rmB
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Tianjin Isetan Membership Card Get registered in Expats Club
The activity is popular and will be carried on in the future

. During promotion period, get registered or update personal
information, get two cans of free cookies from Tous Les Jours. 1_'-_1—
~ Availability: only 20RMB cookie e
i Validity: 2012, December 1st to 31st

Isetan 108, Nan Jing Road, Heping Tel: 2722-1111 Hrs: 10:00-21:00

Isetan Membership Card Advantage

d
Discount for regular membership card holder %
Discount for VIP membership card holder ¢

Special discount for membership card holder yearly

Special
discount
two times
ayear
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Chinese Flavors
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ost of us would love to know how
Mto make authentic Chinese dishes

because we can then make them for
our friends when we go back to our own
country. We can always spin a story like: this
is a dish that I learned to make when I was in
Tianjin. I got it from an elderly lady that lived
in a flat on the floor below mine. Tales like
this are sure to impress our less adventurous
stay at home friends. Furthermore, we get to
use the “mysterious” Chinese ingredients that
we used to never buy from a local Chinese

By Jim Gibney
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supermarket which we probably never
frequented before.

But before we can do this we have to
learn how to make these Chinese delicacies.
‘Well, here is your chance. Today we are going
to play the popular TV show “Master Chef”.
Actually, we are going to play the Chinese
TV version which is called “Zhongguo
Weidao”. The idea behind these programs is
that you and a competitor are given a random
selection of ingredients. You then have a set
time limit to combine these ingredients to
make something extraordinary that will
convinee the judges that your dish is
“+ better than your competitor’s. Just
how easy is that!

To begin, here are our
first lot of ingredients: two
eggs, flour, leeks, cooking
oil and salt. We have thirty
minutes to make them into
something that will
impress the judges. Are you ready?
Your time starts...now! First, put the
flour in mixing bowl and add some
water. Mix it all up until it becomes doughy.
Let the dough sit for a while. While we are
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waiting, we will chop up the leeks. Then put
the cooking oil into the pan, add the eggs and
beat them up. Now, let it cool. When it is
cool, we will mix it with the leeks. This will
be the filling for our...dumplings!

If you want, you can now add meat to
the mix. I don’t do meat so I will give it a
miss. Now, you need a rolling pin and a hard
surface to roll out the dumpling pastry. Take
the doughy flour mix and flatten with the
rolling pin into a circle with a diameter of
about 5 centimetre. Add the filling and fold
the flattened mix into a triangular shape with
serrated edges. It might take a bit of practice
getting the shape right. Put a little cooking oil
in the pan and fry the dumplings. After three
or four minutes add some water and continue
cooking until the outside is golden brown.

Take out the dumplings and serve them
hot to your friends. If you want, you can put
the left over dumplings, if you have any that
is, in the freezer where they will keep for
months. You can take them out any time you
feel peckish and steam or fry them. This is a
great recipe to keep for Chinese New Year so
you can have an authentic Spring Festival

party with your friends wherever you are in
the world. The ingredients are things that you
would find in any kitchen in the world. The
hardest part is folding the dumplings but like
anything, persevere, practice makes perfect.
Congratulations. We have now won
through to the second round of “Zhongguo
Weidao”. The judges loved our dumplings.
Our next lot of ingredients are: a piece of soft
tofu, a bunch of Chinese onions, one small
red pepper, a sharp knife, broad bean paste,
pan, dian fen — in Chinese 7 ¥also known as
starch, MSG, salt, cooking oil. I know what
we can make. Of course, it is Sichuan Ma La
Dofu: one of the most tamous and
popular dishes in China. Our time
starts now! First, drain and then 4
cut up the soft tofu into cubes of +
about one square centimetre.
Next chop up the
Chinese onions and the red
pepper. Then put some
water into the fry pan and
heat it up. Now, add the
diced up tofu. When the
water has boiled turn

down heat and put the tofu aside for the
moment in a bowl of cold water. Then, with
the water still in the pan, turn the fry pan back
onto medium and put in some cooking oil,
then add the Chinese onion, red pepper and
the broad bean paste, with a pinch of salt.
This dish is often cooked with pork. I won’t
add any in but you can if you wish. If you
want you can add the diced pork now.
Simmer this mix for two or three
minutes, if you added pork, maybe continue
for a bit longer to ensure that the pork is well
cooked enough. Then, add the
tofu

and
some  water
and simmer again for about

three minutes. Then add the starch and cook
for about a minute until it thickens up a little.
Now you can add a pinch of MSG or even a
bit more to give it a bit of kick if desired. The
tofu should have turned a light brown colour.
Now it is ready to serve. Make sure you have
some rice on hand. This dish is a Sichuan
specialty and famous throughout China.

The judges loved this as well and now
you are through to the final round of
“Zhingguo Weidao”. We might have to try
something a bit harder this time to impress
the judges and show our expertise. Our
ingredients this time are: a potato, an
eggplant, a green pepper, a Chinese onion,
sugar, garlic, starch (used previously),
pepper, salt, vinegar, soya sauce, ginger,
cooking oil. Our thirty minutes starts now!
First ,we need to peel the potato and wash it.
Once we’ve done that we also need to wash
the green pepper and eggplant, got to make
sure they are clean.

Now, we need to chop up the potato,

eggplant and green pepper into small pieces,
cubes of about a centimeter will do fine. Put
the eggplant and pepper to one side for the
moment. Heat up a pan with the cooking oil
and cook the chopped potato until it is golden
brown and then remove. We will use this
later. While waiting for the potato to cook, we
can chop up the Chinese onion and slice the
garlic and ginger. Once you have removed the
potato, start cooking the eggplant until it
looks done, don’t let it burn, and remove it as
well. It’s looking good.

Now, cook the chopped up Chinese
onion, green pepper, sliced ginger and
garlic. Add some soya sauce,
vinegar and a litlle sugar
and mix
thoroughly.
When it
smells

looks
almost ready, add
the cooked potato and
eggplant and continue mixing.

Finally, add a little water and salt, then
a teaspoon of corn starch mixed with water. It
should thicken a little. This means it is ready.
You have just made Tudi San Dian, - —fif
. You await the judges’ verdict. They look
pleased and give you the thumbs up. The
audience applauds. You wait to see if you
have won.

Congratulations! You have won this
week’s episode of “Zhongguo Weidao”. The
judges ask you, “What is your secret? How
come a wai guo ren is so good at Chinese
cooking?” You blush a little and are a bit
embarrassed to tell them that you have some
Chinese friends who helped you buy the
ingredients and that you read an article in Jin
magazine that gave you all the recipes. But
who cares? You are now a famous Chinese
master chef!




DINING

Luxury in Italian Street

French cuisine has always had
aristocratic status in the culinary world.
An  elegant  environment, fresh
ingredients, exquisite presentation and
professional service are what people
have come to expect in a quality French
restaurant. Of course, only a building
with a  historic  heritage  can
accommodate a good French restaurant
and add to the luxurious dining
experience. Fortunately, in Tianjin these have all come to together in the
Via Veneto.

The Via Veneto restaurant sits quietly in a historical villa in the
Italian concession area. It used to be the home of Yi Zhaoyun who was
a high-ranking Chinese military officer back in early 1900’s. Now it has
been transformed into the Yi Boutique Luxury Hotel. Though Via
Veneto is an Italian name, don’t be misled. It offers authentic French
cuisine prepared by a Michelin starred chef. His name is Samuel
Galdon and he has designed a menu with an emphasis on seafood. Just
reading the descriptions of dishes like “king crab”, “scallops”, “lobster”
can stimulate one’s appetite and make the mouth water. All the seafood
is imported with the quality and freshness guaranteed. Just in case you
don’t want seafood they also provide Australian beef and New Zealand
lamb.

However, we love our seafood. On our visit, we started with the

Sava!ge of Sea Bass

There is a great Italian restaurant in TEDA. It is hard to find because
it is tucked away off the main road
and it doesn’t have a big sign but if
you manage to find it, you will be
rewarded. The owner and head
chef is Antonio Mazzei and he has
made sure that his restaurant is an
authentic patch of Italy in
downtown TEDA. My only worry
4 is that the more people that know
about this excellent place to eat the
harder it will be to get a seat.

" Ham roll with salad

lobster soup which tasted of the
deep blue sea. Then, we tried the
deep fried codfish which was
served with some cuttlefish and
rice. This is a creative and
absolutely delicious combination
that is sure to whet the appetite of
local diners.

The menu, is to say the least,
extremely innovative in the way it uses the different ingredients. It is
suggested that you book at least one day in advance because the chef
will then have ample time to prepare your
order so as to make your visit one you will
never forget. As an extra special treat, the
Via Veneto restaurant will soon be serving
afternoon tea, this will be an experience
that is certain to give you a relaxing and
- delicious way to spend the afternoon.

x’ JEO Je VA

Add: 50-54 Min Zu Lu, Hebei District
fohil: LK R #H50-545
Tel: 24455511

Lobster soup Price: RMB 500

The atmosphere is very artistic with lots of white that gives it a
clean look and the modern cutlery looks like it came off the space
shuttle. The food is out of this world too. For appetisers we had some
tasty bruschetta which was a light and delicious start. I had several
pieces before it was time to dig into my generous serve of pasta. The
pasta pomodorini with cherry tomatoes and enough spice to make my
mouth sing was excellent.

To take the edge of the spice there is an extensive wine list and a
choice of beers. My colleague had an enormous calzone, big enough to
feed two people. She made a good effort at finishing it off and remarked
that the ham, cheese, mushroom and
artichoke filling was delicious. The
dessert was a chocolate tiramisu which
was the sweetest possible ending to a
meal that made me feel like singing
Santa Lucia - it felt so Italian.

Then there are the pizzas but that
will have to wait for another article. In a
word: Bellissimo!

Calzone

S BE T
ellaZi A 5 55
Add 39 Hudng Hai Lu Inzone Hotel TEDA
bhk: KA N T 39 T AR BRI 1 2
Te\ 598297‘37
Price: RMB200

Binshui Dao Store
EMANL Rl | RS RELRRO )
TEL: 000 34138108
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Awards

eremon

On November 8th, 2012 the Jin Magazine Restaurant Awards Ceremony was held at The
Westin Tianjin Hotel. Many distinguished guests from the Tianjin Municipal Government
Information Office and Jinwan Media Group, representatives from foreign companies in Tianjin,
international schools and prize winners were present at the ceremony.

It was the first time that a restaurant award had been organized by foreign language media
in Tianjin. We collected over 500 votes on our website and, after consultation with our panel of
judges, the winners of the 16 categories were selected and announced on the evening.

At the same time, Jin Magazine was honored to announce that an advisory board for Jin
Magazine was also established.

The members are:

Christoph Kaiser, General Manager of Turck (Tianjin) Technology Co., Ltd.

David Cook, Headmaster of Wellington Colfege International Tianjin

Debbie Cook, Marketing Director of Wellington College international Tianjin

Gabriele Castaldi, Chairman of EU Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter

Hank Martin, Manager of Hank'’s Sports Bar & Grill

Joseph Azmeh, Headmaster of Teda International School

Michael Hart, Chairman of the American Chamber of Commerce, GreaterTianjin Chapter

Michael Yeung, Chairman of the Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce, Tianjin Chapter

Mireitle Wan, Managing Director of CB Richard Ellis

Steve Moody, Headmaster of International School of Tianjin

Philip Armstrong, Headmaster of Tianjin Rego International School

Raul Harri, Headmaster of Tianjin international School

With the rapid development of Tianjin, an ever increasing number of expats have come to
live and work in Tianjin. The Awards reflect the demands of the expat community and is evidence
of the vitality of the expat-related service industry in Tianjin. It also provides a useful reference
for new comers to help them discover the many delights of our wonderful city.
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2012 Jin Magazine Restaurant Awards

The Best
Cafe

Aqua Cafe
Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City

Aqua Café at Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City has been named the
“Best Café” in a readers’ poll conducted by JIN magazine. According to
the publication, “Word of mouth is often the most unbiased indicator of
the quality of a product and JIN Awards sum up which players in the
local F&B industry some of the city’s most affluent dinners consider
the stellar performers.”

“It’s a great honor for us” Jeffrey Lawrence says, when he took
over the trophy of “Best Café” awarded by JIN. He is the new Food and
Beverage Director of Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City and is carry with
him more than 20 years hospitality experiences specialized in Food and
Beverage. “We would like to congratulate and thanks to everyone in
making this happen” & “We will continue our efforts to deliver
high-quality services and experience to all diners visiting the café.”
says Mr. Mah, the General Manager and Mr. Zhu, the Deputy General
Manager.

Aqua Café is located on the second floor of Holiday Inn Tianjin
Aqua City with more than 120 seats, serving East Meet West delicacies,
Asian specialties and Western delights. Its modern and friendly
decoration style gives customers a comfortable and relaxing
atmosphere. Besides serving buffet meals, Aqua Café offers a la carte
menu for customers who are looking for a simple meal. The café
also organize various event or promotion
during special occasions and the next
inline will be the Christmas Eve Dinner
Party with the theme of “Around the
World” where besides celebrating the
Christmas, you will be delighted with
various delicacies around the world.

“As JIN magazine has reaffirmed the
stature of Aqua Cafe, we hope even more
diners in Tianjin will be encouraged to
experience our hospitality,” says Jeffrey.

Victorian Lounge
The Astor Hotel

On a sunny day, the sunlight shines through the glass ceiling
of the lobby lounge, making the lobby the best place in the world
to spend a relaxing afternoon and it is also the uniqueness of this
hotel. It is gorgeously huge and bright. Even if you are dressed
like an upper-class lady in 19th century, you won’t look odd in
the lobby. The champagne afternoon tea at Victorian Lounge of
Astor is featured with warm scones, a glass of champagne, fresh
fruits and sandwiches. It is an ideal choice for your social
afternoon gathering.

The Best
Decor

Drei Kronen 1308

We would like to welcome you with the warm, friendly
Bavarian style greeting “Griiss Gott” at our brew house. It is our
great pleasure to seat you within the stylish, cozy atmosphere
encompassing fine woodwork, traditional Bavarian furnishings
and historical decoration imported from Bavaria.

Our philosophy is to provide you with the best service to
make you feel comfortable as much as possible.

Our servers are friendly and attentive to provide always fast
service and quick delivery of your ordered beers and dishes. Our
obsession with beer is legendary, yet our passion
for great food runs just as
deep. From our
commitment to fresh
ingredients to the breads,
pretzels and buns we bake
ourselves to  original
Bavarian Meals and our
homemade desserts, every
inspired recipe reflects the
artistry and love that makes
the brew house ¢xperience
unlike any other.

N The Best @
{ Outdoor Dining
Experience

Bistro Thonet
Qing Wang Fu

Qing Wang Fu, the former residence of Manchu prince
Zaizhen, was a historical mansion constructed in 1922. After a
major restoration last year, the Qing Wang Fu Mansion has been
reborn as an exclusive entertainment venue with comprehensive
functions including dining, wine tasting, banquet facilities, library
and exhibition hall.

If you like wandering in Wu Da Dao, you may have passed by
the mansion several times. Still keeping a low-profile image, the
Qing Wang Fu is not easily recognizable from the outside. The
mansion sits silently 100m away from the bronze horse carriage on
Chong Qing Dao. Walking through the solemn entrance, you’ll see
the main building. On the left hand, there is a small garden. The
first thing comes to my mind is the desire to enjoy some sunshine
and coffee by the lawn.

There is a small cafeteria Bistro Thonet by the garden that
serves both Chinese and western food and afternoon tea. The
cafeteria is long and thin and all the tables are by the window. The
afternoon tea in the cafeteria is a fusion of Chinese and western
desserts. What is unique is the presentation of afternoon tea. A
miniature of ancient Chinese style shelf for displaying antiques is
used to present the delicately made cakes and sandwiches.




2012 Jin Magazine Restaurant Awards

The Best
Pizza

Trattoria Italiana

Trattoria Italiana is based an authentic Italian meal with a
variety of wine-oriented and professional Western-style service.
The internal structure is very unique, the main forms of single
rooms open to the guests. The first and second floors include an
open bar and six single rooms, every single room includes about
4-6 tables. This is also advocated in this restaurant - for the guests
a warm, quiet and romantic dining environment. On the third floor
contains four rooms, mainly for all the type of banquet. Since the
opening day, Trattoria Italiana has hosted a variety of banquet. For
example, European-style weddings, birthday parties, friends’
parties and various drink receptions and so on.. Our restaurant
provides the choices of A la Carte menu, Set menu, Buffet menu
and accompany with shipped Italian wine and other drinks and so
on. During the summer, Trattoria Italiana offers the form of outdoor
garden reception, and has a romantic violin playing and
professional bands.

Mr. Minuti Jose who is hired from Italy is a professional
Italian chef. And a well-designed menu has been widely received in
Tianjin expatriates and local residents. Restaurant has some very
successful cooperation
with a lot of foreign
companies in Tianjin, such
as the Air Bus, John Deere,
and Metso and so on. The
restaurant's menu includes
Stater, Soup, Pasta, Pizza,
main course and dessert.
Diversified  range  of
choices can be well
positioned to meet
customers’ needs.

There is no VIP in
Trattorria Italiana; we treat
every customer always the
same way. Therefore, each
of the customers dining
here are our VIP.

Firehouse
Renaissance
Lakeview Hotel

The Best
Steak

Firehouse at the Renaissance Lakeview Hotel is a refreshing
alternative to the dark and staid look of classic steakhouses. Its
contemporary raw stone and wrought iron design elements,
glassed-in kitchens and a wood-burning grill placed in the center of
the room, inject new life into a steakhouse, traditional in all but
ambience. Here the best cuts of beef, the freshest seafood and
fabulous wines are offered in a much more modern and casual

setting.

Three main parts of the
restaurant are the grill,
from which diners can
order open style burgers
during the day and the finest

steaks during the night. The

wine cellar is a large

double-storey cellar
featuring an  impressive
collection from the best
vineyards around the world.
The raw bar features
freshly-shucked oysters.

Open for lunch and dinner
daily.

T{TELEL

The Best
wine list

Decanter,
St.Regis Tianjin

Decanter is the perfect place for wine enthusiasts and
connoisseurs; featuring an extensive wine cellar with wines from the
world’s most celebrated vineyards. With a cosmopolitan and deeply
masculine setting, The St. Regis Bar will become Tianjin’s favorite
after-work meeting place where friends and colleagues can relax
while enjoying a ‘Jin Mary,” the St. Regis Tianjin’s own version on
the original cocktail created at The King Cole Bar at the flagship St.
Regis New York. A rare haven of refined luxury, The St. Regis Bar
is also a place for guests to enjoy the enduring tradition of St. Regis
Afternoon Tea and Kung Fu Tea Service.

The Best
Service

La Seine

LA SEINE French restaurant is the distinctive and unique
Parisian style in Tianjin, located in three major cultural and
commercial district of Tianjin from the beginning of 2009. The
decoration colors are mainly based on red, black and white. Hung
on the wall a hundred years ago, the old photos of Paris show out
classical warm and romantic. And it integrated the Wine and Food,
European style, elegant atmosphere.

La Seine won The Best Service award in 2012 Jin Magazine
Restaurant Awards. We would like to thank Jin Magazine readers
for their support and we will try our best to provide our best service
as always. Thank you very much!
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he Most
Family-friendly
Restaurant

Din Tai Fung

As one of the characters of Chinese cuisine culture, so many
restaurants make steamed dumplings, but only Taiwan Din Tai
Fung has introduced steamed dumplings to the world and has made
massive epicures fascinated. Featured by the cuisines and elegant
surroundings, what Din Tai Fung deals with seems to be plain but
not simple, even more difficult to stick to more than 30 years’
continuity. However, Din Tai Fung in a low key has been
recognized and awarded by the world, reported in series by NHK,
ranked Top Ten Restaurants in the world by New York Times,
invited by a restaurant of trois étoiles au guide Michelin to perform
dumpling making in Europe every year, guaranteed by French
government to operate in the Champs Elysées...In Taiwan, Japan,
Los Angeles, Singapore and Beijing, personages of political circles
and stars of performance and sports frequently come to Din Tai
Fung Restaurant. Apart from these honors, each guest to Din Tai
Fung is the actual glory of Din Tai Fung. It’s said that Din Tai Fung
is not only a“golden signboard” but also a “delicacy signboard”;
what Din Tai Fung has done is “to be worthy of the guests who
admire this

To have dinner here, there are entertainment rooms for
children, ample and cozy dressing rooms for ladies, where the
mothers can watch their
babies through half mirror
window; business banquet can
be served in single and quiet
business dining room; broad
square is available for
parking...

The Westin Tianjin

Setting a new benchmark for meeting facilities in Tianjin, The
Westin Tianjin offers elegant function rooms featuring modern
décor, state-of-the-art technology, innovative menus, and intuitive
service.

Inspired by the design of Paul Smith, the banquet facilities offer
sophisticated settings for any event. The Grand Ballroom provides a
vast, light-filled space with flexible configurations to accommodate
up to 600 guests. Boasting stunning chandeliers and a dramatic color
palette, The Grand Ballroom is the ideal venue for elaborate
banquets, formal dinners, cocktail parties, and wedding receptions.
An adjoining pre-function area is adjacent to the hotel lobby.

The banquet staff, led by the Executive Chef, exhibits a
flawless attention to detail in everything from creative coffee breaks
and personalized meeting menus to magnificent spreads for
large-scale events.

The Executive Chef exhibits a flawless attention to detail in
providing everything from creative coffee breaks to personalized
meeting menus to magnificent banquets for spectacular events.
Whether you’re staging a business event to impress or creating a
memorable wedding celebration,the experienced staff of The Westin
Tianjin will work with you to create the menu to suite the occasion.
In addition to the palate-pleasing cuisine, customized table displays
provide a colorful touch to energize events, meetings, seminars,
special occasions, and banquets.

Furthermore, the intuitive conference team makes meeting
planning a stress-free experience. From audio-visual presentations
to tailored menus, our professional event coordinators are on hand to
ensure your event goes off without a hitch.

Whether you wish to organize a cutting-edge business meeting,
an elegant banquet, or a fairytale wedding reception, The Westin
Tianjin offers endless possibilities to impress your guests.

=4 The Best
{ Hotel for Holding
Social Events

=5

Ttalian
Restaurant

Prego- The Westin Tianjin

With seven eclectic restaurants and bars, The Westin Tianjin
offers numerous ways to relax, connect with friends and colleagues,
and dine in style.

Enjoy a deeply satisfying and lively dining experience at
Prego. Prego’s lively environment is filled with the intoxicating
aromas of homemade pizza, pastas and rustic Italian fare prepared in
an open kitchen. The open kitchen turns the preparation of your meal
into the evening’s entertainment. The staff is friendly, fun and
known for having personalities as robust as the food they serve.
Prego’s cuisine is rustic yet refined, rooted in tradition while
producing innovative creations using only the finest and freshest
ingredients available. An extensive wine list highlights the best of
both Old and New World varietals, while a kids menu keeps younger
diners happy with popular dishes.

Prego features traditional Italian food prepared with only the
freshest ingredients available on the market. The feast starts with
antipasto ranging from a plate of Italian cold cuts to the pan seared
sea scallops wrapped with crispy bacon. To continue with primi, the
pasta section allows you be your own chef and choose the type of
pasta to match the sauce, including the rich, hearty Bolognese and a
very popular vangole with clams, broccoli, anchovies and tomatoes.
As for the pizzas, the Prego signature pizza - WOW suprema - is a
delight of thin crispy crust generously topped with prosciutto,
shrimps asparagus, spinach and mushrooms, coming straight from
the oven to your table. To satisfy a bigger appetite, the secundi
include various fresh seafood with highly recommended black cod,
as well as a large selection of steaks for meat lovers. Finally,
desserts are not to be missed, with traditional tiramisu and Prego
mud pie.

And what Italian dinner could be complete without a good
bottle of wine? To enhance the flavour of the food, carefully selected
wines from Old and New worlds are collected in the wine cellar,
with a strong emphasis on wines from Italy.

Prego Italian Restaurant definitely is one the most fancy
restaurants in town for you and your family to come.

Riverside Chinese Restaurant
Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside

Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside is located at Phoenix Shopping
Mall A on East Haihe Road, in the rapidly developing He Bei
District. The hotel is surrounded by several sightseeing spots, such
as Ancient Culture Street, Da Bei Temple and the 140-meter-height
Eye of Tianjin Big Wheel. You may get the easy access to both
local and international delicacy within the hotel. Firstly, Café
Venice provides “fresh is the best” dining concept with the live
cooking from the two open kitchens. For Japanese food lover,
GEBA Japanese Restaurant serves you authentic cuisine, prepared
by skillful Japanese chefs. Moreover, Riverside Chinese Restaurant
blends authentic cuisine in a comfortable dining environment,
attentive service and offers 14 private dining rooms for your
business or family gatherings. Finally, Dazzle Lobby Lounge offers
a trendy environment for you and your friends to relax, while
sipping away exciting cocktails, tasting from our Tapas menu and
listening to soothing music, plus exciting live performances from
Monday to Saturday.

The Best Nl
\ Dim Sum g%
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The Best
Brunch

Hank's Sports Bar & Grill

Hank’s Sports Bar & Grill has been providing authentic
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners in Tianjin since 2003,
providing that traditional holiday experience expatriates and their
families are so familiar with when it comes to this special time of
the year

Enjoy a complete Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner in your
own home, you need only to set the table and carve the turkey or
ham. A complete dinner feeds six adults, includes turkey or ham,
sweet potato casserole, mashed potatoes and turkey gravy, assorted
sautéed vegetables, carrot soufflé, cranberry sauce, stuffing and
apple or chocolate walnut pie for only 1098RMB, give at least four
days’ notice for in home catering, all orders must be picked up

Hank’s also offers a dine in experience for an all you can eat
buffet on Thanksgiving and Christmas days for only 198RMB per
adult, 100 RMB for children seven to twelve, children six and
under no charge with paid adults. Buffet includes turkey and ham
with all the sides and desserts, coffee, tea.

“The Best
Thai
N Restaurant 4

YY Beer House

Established in 1995, YY Beer House has been open for 17
years, it is an expert at providing Thai food and is popular with
foreign guests in Tianjin. As the first Thai restaurant in Tianjin, YY
insists on using imported Thai spices and experienced Thai chefs to
cook typical Thai cuisine for customers.

Also on offer are more than 50 kinds of imported beers, wines,
liquors and cigars from all over the world for guests to choose.
Therefore, YY Beer House is half restaurant and half bar.

YY Beer House was invited by the Thai embassy to attend a
large event, the establishment of diplomatic relations between China
and Thailand in Beijing Chaoyang Park. Recently, YY Beer House
was featured by Wall Street Journal on March 25 in the US.

Therefore if you want to try some authentic Thai food in
Tianjin, come to YY Beer House.

The Best
French

Restaurant

Flo Brasserie

Stepping through the doors of Brasserie FLO in Tianjin, you
are transported to another era and culture. To a herald of “Bonjour
Monsieur, Bonjour Madame” from the pristine staff, you may pinch
yourself to believe you are not in Paris.

The atmosphere in the room is welcoming and warm. Much
more than a restaurant, Brasserie culture revolves around
friendships, new and old, invigorated by food and wine. It is already
a meeting point for the significant French population of Tianjin, but
it is clear that it fills a much bigger gap in the culinary appetite of the
city. There simply is nothing else to compare it with and patrons of
all walks of life can now enjoy dining in Paris without ever leaving
town.

From the moment you enter your mouth will water, as you are
greeted with an iced display of only the freshest and finest shellfish.
Giant oysters hand-picked in France are flown in daily and are
signature to the unique culinary experience of FLO. But the journey
does not stop there. Opening the menu is breathtaking, and it will
likely take you some time to choose from their vast selection.
Whether ordering from the incredibly reasonably priced business
lunches and set menus, or treating your taste buds to one of the
countless a la carte dishes, you will be completely spoilt for choice.

The Best
Chinese
Restaurant

Hotel Nikko Tianjin
Tao Li Chinese Dining

The luxurious Hotel Nikko Tianjin is the best located hotel in
Tianjin. It is conveniently positioned above Nanjing Road which is
Tianjin’s premium shopping and entertainment district. The hotel is
directly above the new METRO which is the city’s major juncture
station.

This elegantly-designed Chinese restaurant in Tianjin is
renowned as the best place to enjoy the Premium Shark's Fin and
Finest Dim Sum. With capacity of 132, Tao Li has a spacious
dining hall and 8 .
private rooms  to
cater all kinds of
dining occasions and
also an ideal venue
for weddings in
Tianjin.
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Clay/Figurine|Crafts;

Hou Yu began to learn the traditional colored
figurine making called Clay Figure Zhang when he
was just 16. Initially, he was enrolled at the Tianjin
Academy of Art to study western sculpture. By
combining Chinese traditional colored figurine
making with the skeletal anatomy commonly used in
western sculpture theory, Hou Yu began to make
creations that were much more natural and vivid.
When he was twenty-one he started in the workshop
of Clay Figure Zhang.

During his seven years in the workshop, his
works have helped to make it a financial success and
it has won awards and the recognition from Chinese
and foreign art collectors. In the process he has been
experimenting with many different materials,
including wax, copper and stainless steel. He is
particularly ~ skilled at portraiture and his
custom-made works have received many plaudits
from his many satisfied customers.

In 2008, he began a project with the Chinese
Film Museum to make wax figurines from classic
Chinese movies. Since then his works have been
displayed at the museum. In the same year, he had an
exhibition of his works at the First Tianjin Folk Art
Exhibition where he won an award.

While still using his skill in the craft of Chinese
colored sculpture, Hou Yu has also integrated new
technologies and techniques such as casting them in
bronze, which has further enhanced the value and
longevity of his works.

This statue is of the Chinese Pure Land Buddhism founder.
It is a realistically painted sculpture. This kind of sculpture is
best known for its life-like depictions and simple coloring. The
conjunction of Chinese traditional techniques and the western
emphasis on realistic reproduction of human anatomy has
greatly improved Chinese painted sculpture art. All of these
statues are representations of historical Buddhist masters who
were responsible for great achievements in their lives.

Chinese Buddhists have traditionally viewed the practice
of meditation and the recitation of Amit abha Buddha’s name as
the easiest way to achieve enlightenment. The reciting may be
done vocally or mentally. In Chinese Buddhism, there is also a
related practice called the “dual path of Pure Land cultivation”,
also known as the “dual path of emptiness and existence”. In
this type of meditation the name of Amit abha Buddha is
recited slowly while the mind is emptied of all thoughts and
concentrated on the incantation. When idle thoughts do arise,
the phrase is repeated again to chase them away. With constant
practice, the mind is able to remain empty and at peace. This is

the ultimate aim of the practice - the attainment of Samadhi.

In this figure Hou Yu has portrayed an old man from the
late Qing Dynasty sitting on a rock while enjoying the
afternoon sunshine with his bird. He is dressed plainly and
has a satisfied look on his face. The old man is obviously a
well-educated member of the upper-class but due to the
turbulent times, he has chosen to live a life of solitude rather
than fight to defend his societal position. Although the man
is living a simple life in his later years, he still feels happy.
This figurine expresses the creator’s understanding that real
happiness is not achieved through money or power.

This statue is of the Master Xu Yun and was ordered by a Shanxi temple. It shows
him in a meditative state. Xu Yun (1840-1959) was a renowned Buddhist master and one
of the most influential Buddhist teachers of the last 200 years.




DISCOVERING BEUJING

Let’s Count Down!

WEEE
MERB
2
TREH “#
MBIRA
R

Wm‘"vﬁ e EK TR

epending on who you ask, New
D Year’s Eve is either a vitally

important holiday during which you
get to forgive and forget the bad stuff from the
year before and dive into a new era of health,
wealth and productivity, or it’s just another
day that gets turned into an excuse to drink
until you puke and make out with strangers.

It’s true that New Year’s Eve is just
another day. The changing of the calendar year
doesn’t invoke some magic that erases bad
habits and suddenly inspires people to do more
with their lives. But it is one of the biggest
party nights of the year, so why not make the
most of it?

And where better to do that than Beijing?
OK, Shanghai might be a decent place to
celebrate as well but Beijing does bring on the
charm when it comes to New Year’s Eve.

Since the big night falls on a Monday this
year, why not make a weekend of it and close
out 2012 in style? Hop the train to Beijing a
few days before to take in the sights or just
start the party early.

As for actual New Year’s Eve, you have
some options. One is to get in on the annual
Yen bash, a massive celebration where
Beijing’s bold and beautiful countdown to the
new year. The bash kicks off at 9 p.m. and is
held in the trendy 798 Art Space. The
entertainment will be provided by some of the
city’s most popular DJs and you can expect
that everyone will be dressed to kill. Tickets
range from 70RMB for the early bird deal,

®

By Casey Hynes

100RMB for pre-sale and 150RMB at the
door.

Beijing hotspot Haze, well known for its
regular parties and excellent dance music, will
also be throwing a New Year’s Eve bash. The
100RMB ticket price at the door includes one
free shot, but you can also get 70RMB tickets
ahead of time. This all-night bash will be a
perfect place to say goodbye to the old year
and welcome in the new.

But big parties aren’t the only way to
celebrate in Beijing. Most bars — particularly
ex-pat friendly ones — offer some kind of
specials or entertainment if you’re looking for
something a little more low-key than what will
be going on at the Yen party or Haze.

One alternative is to splash out and get
really indulgent with friends. Make
reservations at one of Beijing’s finer
restaurants — preferably one with an

all-you-can-eat-and-drink special — and make
merry with those nearest and dearest to you. A
great option is Tairyo teppanyaki. Their
regular deal includes countless courses of
sushi, sashimi, grilled fish and meats, as well
as fried ice cream and copious amounts of red
and white wine, sake and beer. It’s a great way
to kick off the evening or enjoy the company
of friends with a little help from the
free-flowing booze.

The most enjoyable part of spending
New Year’s in Beijing is the atmosphere in the
city itself. Being out and about among fellow
ex-pats gives you a sense of comraderie and
excitement you wouldn’t find anywhere else
in the world. With all the possibility and
energy in Beijing, it’s impossible not to feel
just a little optimistic about what lies ahead in
2013.
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When the winter snow falls at night, we will hear the bell of
Santa Claus’s deer sleigh coming from a distance. On the
evening of December 22nd, following the steps of the deer, we.
will gather at The Westin Hotel Tianjin and
celebrate Hopeland International
Kindergarten 2012 Christmas Party. Did
you hear the bell of Christmas
ringing? Do you want to know
what gifts did Santa bring? Want
to listen to the beautiful voice of
the children’s choir? Want to play
games with mom and dad and
have fun? Come and jOb-O r
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Guangzhou,
a city with Food
from the Heart
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uangzhou is the capital city of
G Guangdong province in the far

southern neck of China with
beautiful Hainan island in the distance. It is
also, more importantly, the capital city of dim
sum (or dian xin s%/L» in Mandarin).

Ah, dim sum. No trip to Guangzhou can
possibly be complete without some good
quality dim sum. One of my most cherished
memories while visiting the Chinatowns in
America were the numerous dim sum outings
that my Chinese American family shared
together. Dim Sum, which literally means
“touch the heart”, is a special type of
Cantonese dining experience, where a great
diversity of bite sized hunger quenching
delights, which range from steamed, fried,
boiled, baked... you name it... are served in
bowls, plates, steamers, baskets, lotus leaves

. you name it (again)... all to your heart’s
content. It’s almost like a mini buffet semi
neatly arranged around your table and just
within range of your chopsticks.

Except for the lack of push carts served
by boisterous serving ladies, which is sadly
now a pastime, the whole dim sum
experience is one of the most colorful and
memorable dining interactions one can have
in China and Guangzhou has it all. But make
sure you bring a friend or six for the food
served can accumulate to epically vast
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proportions. Loud conversation, without fear
of disturbing others since they will most
likely be just as equally noisy, should also
accompany your meal.

Cha Siu Bows (Cha Shao Bao X k&1 in
Mandarin), or steamed white bread with BBQ
pork stuffing, were always a favorite of mine.

My grandfather would always buy them by
the dozen at the Chinese bakery in America
and when I first arrived in Tianjin, I
remember scratching my head in confusion
as to why I had trouble finding any. In
Guangzhou, you can easily find them at the
small mom and pop shops as well as those
fancy restaurants.

Har Gow( ¥4 ha gaau) and Siu Mai (
584 siu maai) are for those dumpling fans
out there. Har Gow are a kind of shrimp
dumpling enclosed by an almost transparent
juicy white skin. The thinner and stronger the
skin is, the better the quality. Siu Mai are
stuffed with minced pork and shrimp with a
sprinkle of mushroom on top. It’s great for
meat lovers for the meat stuffing is larger
than the skin.

Cheung Fan (J/i¥)was probably the
most talked about dish amongst the locals
(especially young students). It’s basically a
stretched out flat rice noodle that’s rolled up
with either: BBQ pork, shrimp or beef. Small
specialty shops along Guangzhou’s old street
are packed during the weekends because of
the famous Cheung Fan. Make sure you pour
their specialty soy sauce on top before
consumption.

For those with more exotic tastes, the

‘l’
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chicken feet, or phoenix claws for purists (X
JK fung zao), come in two kinds: the
brownish salty ones whose skin melts off the
bones and the slightly tougher white ones, or
bai yun feng jiao. In northern Guangzhou,
there are a series of mountains called Bai Yun
Shan. The water from these mountains was
originally used for the special flavoring used
to make white chicken feet.

Another exotic dish for those brave
enough is the tripe (Stomach 4t / 424 it)
mixed with a vinegar like sauce. While one
may balk at the mention of stomach, one
thing I can argue is that it doesn’t taste as
strong as liver so therefore, my preference
has always been stomach.

Lo Mai Gai (HiKi9), or sticky rice
wrapped in lotus leaves, can be found almost
everywhere in  Guangdong Province.
Different variations of it are a popular seller
at many of the mountain villages clustered
around the entrance to numerous trails and
hikes. They are quite similar to Zhong Zi
which are usually smaller and served during
the Dragon Boat Festival Holidays.

Luo Bo Gao, (¥ M Catonese: lod
baak6 goul) a special fried turnip cake, is
actually quite good thanks to its extra crispy
exterior. Sometimes it’s cooked more than
once until golden brown and chopped into
cubes. You can add chili for that extra little
kick.

Rice Porridge (Cantonese: Juk 3}
Mandarin: Zhou) comes in a variety of styles
including thin meat porridge (Mandarin:
Shou Rou Zho ##A#5), duck egg porridge
(Mandarin: pei dan zhou FZ#3#)), fish or a
combination. It tastes great and warm
especially during the winter.

If all this sounds a bit too out of the
ordinary, a traditionalist can stick to the
famous Cantonese spare ribs (HEE paai4

gwatl), or the steamed beef balls. And that’s
basically what they are. You get what you ask
for and you can’t go wrong with either one of
these dishes. Many of the beef balls come in
soups as well and can be bought from the
numerous food stands dotted along many of
the major snack streets.

And of course, no one should forget
dessert. While in general, dessert isn’t really
the most popular portion of the meal in China
(that is, if you prefer ice cream sundaes over
oranges), dim sum has plenty to offer. And
the interesting catch is that, often times, you
can have the opportunity to eat
dessert first it just so happens to
have been made at the time of
ordering. Besides, it’s best to get
things fresh before the other
patrons do.

Baak Tong Gou (1) is a
kind of sweet flavored, cold,
gelatinous  triangle. If this rather
terse description turns you off,
then think again. The sweet candy
combo flavor will make you a true
believer when it comes to eating
things with disgusting sounding
names like a “sweet, cold,
gelatinous triangle.” And it’s great
finger food too. Note that most
Baak tong gou is more readily available in
Hong Kong.

Dan Tat ( 54 dan ta) have been all
around China but Guangdong is where they
came from. They are the most crispy, fresh
and warm that I’ve ever tasted. They are my
younger sister’s favorite dish and as one of
her old sayings goes, “If the dan taat sucks
here, everything else will suck!”

One last dish I must mention is the Jian
dui (HIME). They consist of deep fried
flavorful rice flour covered with sesame

seeds all around. Red bean is stuffed within to
give it a sweet flavor. This is also a popular
dish with westerners.

Guangzhou does have its share of tourist
sites scattered across the city (Yexiu park,
Shamian Island and the intriguing Wampoa
Military Academy) but for most people, both
Western and Chinese, the most memorable
experience comes from Guangzhou’s true
heart, the dim sum. The old section of
Guangzhou which consists of the two
combined main streets of Xia jiulu and Shang
jiulu are perfect for trying out the cheungfan

(BBQ pork rolled up in a rice blanket) and
zhou (rice porridge). You can also take in
some of the historic architecture and the
colorful traditional Cantonese windows and
alleys in addition to the great food. Normally,
one of the worst tourist catchphrases that I
often hear is: “If you haven’t tried or seen the
special food item). then you can’t say that
you’ve been to (city name).” For Guangzhou,
I will have to make an exception, “If you
haven’t tried the dim sum, then you can’t say
you’ve been to Guangzhou (or Hong Kong)!”

Cantonese morning tea
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in the Natural China series should be

about the Giant Panda. Who does not
love them? Though all animals are unique
and wonderful, the Giant Panda definitely has
captured the hearts of most people. Why are
we so enamoured of Pandas? Maybe it is
because they only come from China and are
therefore rare, or maybe it is because they
look exactly like toy bears, there is something
not quite real about them. There is a debate
going on as to whether they are actually bears
or whether they are a type of raccoon. I am
not one to be bothered by technical details, as
far as [ am concerned they look like bears.

I am not going tell you what you already
know about pandas, i.e. that they eat bamboo
and they are threatened because of
disappearing habitat and low breeding rates
etc. What I would like to do is hopefully tell
you something you don’t know. For instance,
T am sure you could all name the first man on
the moon, but can you name the first man to
introduce Pandas to western world? How
about the name of the first Panda to go to
America? Below are some facts about these
marvellous creatures.

@

I tis fitting that the last article of the year

Panda Fact 1: All pandas belong to
China and any that are in overseas zoos are
only on loan for a yearly sum of around
£650,000, which is a lot of yuan.

Panda Fact 2: Any cubs that are born to
overseas pandas are sent back to China within
two years.

Panda Fact 3: It is quite difficult for the
females to get pregnant as they are only in
heat for 72 hours over the entire year and can
only conceive during a 24 hour slot.

Panda Fact 4: Pandas are white bears
with black bits.A clearer division of colours
in mammals could not be found except
perhaps in the zebra. It looks as though
someone has painted their eye sockets and
arms and legs black after realising there were
already large white bears in the form of Polar
bears!

Panda Fact 5: Although Pandas exist
solely on bamboo, their digestive systems can
accept other foods and they have been known
at times to eat rodents.

Panda Fact 6: In July of this year the
first panda to be born in 24 years at Japan’s
Ueno Zoo, Tokyo died only 6 days after being
born, leaving staff devastated.

by Paula Taylor

Panda Fact 7: There are no pandas in
zoos in England although Edinburgh Zoo in
Scotland welcomed two last year. Are there
any in your City?

Panda Fact 8: Because of the low
nutrition and energy they get from bamboo,
they basically have to eat all day.

Panda Fact 9: Pandas are solitary
creatures and only meet occasionally to mate.

Panda Fact 10: The man who first
introduced the panda to America and indeed
the Western world was called Quentin Young.
The panda’s name was Su-Lin and the year
was 1936.

Although many animals have either
disappeared or are endangered due to
overeating, by humans that is, the Chinese
Government has a vigorous conservation
programme, and so at least for the ones in
captivity in the breeding centre at Chengdu,
pandas are faring well and they are safe for
the time being. How many of us have seen a
live panda? Not many probably. As I am
living in the land of the Giant Panda, I hope
that T will get an opportunity to see them
before I leave these shores.

L

Bai looks up at the full moon
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Chinese Poetry

By Jim Gibney

MRREE EILAET, RAHR

hina has a long and proud history

of incredible achievements in

many areas including literature,
architecture and science. When Europe was in
the Dark Ages, Chinese culture was
flourishing. The Tang Dynasty (618-917) was
a period of great progress in all aspects of
culture but especially in the arts and
particularly in poetry. Poetry was an
important part of life at all levels and this
period is considered to be the Golden Age of
Chinese poetry.

In the Tang Dynasty poets and poetry
were celebrated. Nearly 50,000 poems have
survived from the pens of more than 2,000
individual poets. Poetry was seen as
important. If you wished to progress through
the government ranks proficiency in writing
poetry was a prerequisite. The imperial
examination even had a poetry writing task.
There were also poetry contests among the
elite which provided entertainment for those
at their banquets.

Most Chinese learn some Tang Dynasty
poetry at school and will be able to rattle off a
few lines on request. One sure fire way of
impressing any Chinese person you know is
to be able to recite some Tang poetry. They
will be even more impressed if you know a
line or two in English and even more if you
can recite a whole poem. As most of them are
only four lines it is not too hard to learn. If
you really want to impress, try to learn and

CHINESE WHISPERS

recite it in the original Chinese.

One influential poet from this era is Li
Bai who was born in Central Asia in 701 and
died in 762. He led a highly wild youth and
liked to play with swords. He is said to have
killed several men before he was 20 over
matters of honour. He never really settled
down and was a wanderer most of his life. He
wanted a job in the government but did not do
anything about it. He wrote poems on many
subjects, one of his most well-known is
“Thoughts on a Still Night™:

Before my bed, the moon is shining bright,
1 think that it is frost upon the ground.
1 raise my head and look at the bright moon,

1 lower my head and think of home.

This poem is well known to most
Chinese people and many can recite it. Even
today, school children are required to
memorise it. He was fond of a drink but even
when drunk was capable of delivering poems
of great beauty on the spot. He wrote about
the lives of the people, the magnificent
scenery he saw on his travels and his wishes
and regrets. He was quite famous and
influential and in his travels he met many
people including Du Fu.

Du Fu was another great poet of this
time. He was born in 712 in Henan and died in
770. As a child he was a prolific reader. Many
consider him the greatest of Chinese poets
and one of the greatest writers ever. Like Li
Bai, he was a wanderer who never stayed in
the same place for long. He was usually poor
and starving. He liked a drink as well, one of
poems is “Many People Come to Visit and
Bring Wine After I Fell Off My Horse,
Drunk”.

The moon’s reflected on the river a few feet away,
A lantern shines in the night near the third watch.
On the sand, egrets sleep, peacefully curled together,
Behind the boat I hear the splash of jumping fish.

His life was very different to that of Li
Bai who spent some of his life in the court of
the emperor. My favourite Du Fu verse is
from “Spring View” which has the famous
line “A letter from home would be worth
uncountable gold”. Change letter to email and
the line is one that still rings with meaning to
many people in the world today. That, truly, is
a sign of great literature, poetry that still
speaks to people more than 1200 years after it
is written.
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Rego UN Day

The annual UN Day activities and celebration of Tianjin Rego International
School took place on October 24, the birth date of the United Nations. UN Day is
one the most important activities at Rego as it provides the opportunity to
celebrate the internationalism, uniqueness and broader sense of community. The
day began with Rego’s traditional parade to show the diverse cultures that make
up the school population. The parade ended in the theater where students, parents
and school staffs put on a concert
representing the varied talents of the Rego
community. Moreover, the centerpiece of
UN Day is the international lunch
sponsored and provided by the parents. The
food represented all of the cultural
traditions that combine to form the big
family.

BBC Filming at Wellington ‘

The BBC spent the day filming at Wellington on 6th November for a news
segment on the increasing demand for British public school-style education in
China, where the emphasis is on creativity and inquiry. The segment aired on 8th
November on the BBC 6 o’clock and 10 o’clock news and on BBC World News
on 9th November and can be viewed on the link below.

George  Alagiah,  award
winning BBC television news
presenter and journalist, conducted
the interviews with the Master,
David Cook and with Wellington
pupils, including five year old
piano prodigy, Mimi Zhou. George
Alagiah is currently in China
covering the leadership handover
for the BBC and is conducting a
series a reports on the relationship
between China and the UK. After the interviews, the BBC team stayed to film
Wellington’s musical production, Bugsy Malone, which was also highlighted on
the news segment.

Best boutique hotel in town ‘

The famous magazine <City Traveler>
held the award ceremony in Shanghai
recently. The Astor Hotel, A Luxury g3 r = <
Collection Hotel, Tianjin is awarded the Best Ay nl l 2 oyl i 156
Boutique Hotel from City Traveler. The Astor Sl
Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin is
the first Luxury Collection brand hotel in
China and it will be 150 years old in July,
2013. Many celebrities visited the hotel like
Dr. Sun Yan-Sen, the famous master of
Beijing Opera Mei Lanfang, Herbert Hoover
and so on. This award is a great gift for its
150 anniversary.

The first historical and cultural themed villa hotel

at Wudadao Area open to the public

Located at Chongging Dao, Qing Wang Fu now has now been officially
open to the public since October 27th. It is the first historical and cultural themed
villa hotel and provides excellent service. The 14 suites and 19 serviced
apartments available for guests are all townhouses with private yards. During the
process of renovation, the original architectural style and design were retained as
much as possible, so the charm of historical culture and ancient architecture is very
noticeable to the guests. Moreover, the interior design includes classic British
noble style and modern Chinese simple style; every room is ornamented with
traditional and modern crafts from all over the world; the exquisite facilities and
personalized butler service present the elegant British lifestyle in the 30s.

There was an impressive array of skeletons, zombies, vampires, wizards,
witches, ghouls and ghosts at Wellington’s Halloween celebrations on 26th
October. Pupils from Nursery right the way through to Year 12 dressed up for
occasion and the teachers also had the chance to show off their costumes. Junior
students enjoyed Halloween games and activities throughout the day, with a
Halloween assembly and parade in the afternoon and prizes awarded for the best
costumes and best carved pumpkins. Parents in The Nest arranged a special cake
and cookie decorating activity for the children, with the children taking home all
their decorated goodies.

The Senior students got into Halloween mode after lunch by decorating their
House rooms, followed by their own Halloween assembly, with prizes again
awarded for the best costumes. There was a great atmosphere around school as
everyone got into the Halloween spirit and there were some very imaginative and
scary costumes.

Pack light and stay fit

Associated with one of the most famous sports brands, New Balance, The
Westin Tianjin organized a morning jogging activity called ‘Run Westin’ on
November 5, which was also part of the New Balance Gear Lending Launch
ceremony. This event was specially designed for guests who stay at The Westin
Tianjin and want to do their usual exercise routine. The Westin now offers a new
gear lending programme that makes staying fit on the road more convenient than
ever. Westin guests will have clean New Balance shoes delivered to the room that
they can use for free whilst staying in the hotel. This allows them to pack light and
stay fit.

The marketing manager Jessica Wang said," Starwood created this new
programme for The Westin Hotels and Resorts. Guest can pre-book running shoes
for the next day when they stay at The Westin Tianjin. It was created to enhance
our guests' experience in all ways. Our aim is to be a partner in our guests'
well-being before, during and after their stay."

The St. Regis Tianjin Executive Board and the department heads paid a
hearty visit to the Tianjin Children Welfare Association on October 19th 2012 to
launch the Starwood Community Care campaign-We Are Together. The hotel staff
has not only prepared a large amount of gifts which were carefully selected for the
children, but participated in the team work with all the children of the Association,
such as cutting animals out of paper, drawing cartoon figures and playing games
with the children. Both the children and the teachers from the Association have
spoken highly of the contribution from the hotel and the children have paid us back
well with their big smiles on their face by the end of the activity. The children had
left their cute hand prints on the Starwood Community Care flag to say thanks to
the whole society. Most of the
children have learning
difficulties and most of them are
orphans. At the end of the day,
the entire team feels that it’s
great to give back through the
Starwood Care programs.

Limited edition travel bag purchasable online ‘

The Grand Tourista Bag by Jason Wu for St. Regis Hotels & Resorts debuts
in  conjunction  with launch of St. Regis’ Retail Website:
www.stregis.com/boutique. St. Regis Hotels & Resorts, part of Starwood Hotels &
Resorts, Inc. is delighted to unveil The Grand Tourista Bag by Jason Wu for St.
Regis Hotels & Resorts inspired by today’s grand tour and designed with a new
generation of luxury travelers in mind in November 15 in New York.

Sophisticated, timeless and informed by the brand’s rich heritage, The Grand
Tourista Bag marks Wu’s first product created exclusively for travel and the first
accessory designed for the St. Regis brand. The Grand Tourista Bag will retail for
$1,995 at www.stregis.com/boutique and www.jasonwustudio.com beginning in
carly December and will be available for pre-order at online luxury fashion retailer
Moda Operandi beginning today on www.modaoperandi.com.

Tianjin Networking Club at China Blue

The new session of TNC event was held at the 50th floor of Tangla Hotel
Tianjin on November 20. Over 100 professionals and entrepreneurs attended the
event. The event is organized by Jin Magazine, and co-organized by American
Chamber of Commerce, European Chamber of Commerce, German Chamber of
Commerce, Singapore Chamber of Commerce and Hong Kong Chamber of
Commerce.

It was so exciting to see some new faces that day. Some of them were new
comers to Tianjin and were eager to know about the local business environment
and look for opportunities. TNC is definitely the best platform for people like

this. The spirit of TNC is about mutual help and mutual benefit. We were also ™

glad to welcome members from Switzerland Chamber of Commerce because it
was their first time to participate in the event as a co-organizer.

AC Grindl, Promotion Officer of TNC, made a presentation about the
event and hosted the lucky draw session. The event proved to be another great
success. TNC social event has become the most important and influential
business event in Tianjin and we look forward to seeing you in November.

For more information, please log on: www.tjnetworkclub.org or email:
marketing@rexgroup.net

Teda International School hosted its first International Festival on October
26. Both staff and parents contributed time and effort to create a memorable
event. The event started with a fantastic multi-cultural lunch prepared by the PFA
(Parent and Friends Association) which included a feast of foods from around the
world for students to enjoy.

After lunch, TIS community members toured a range of displays celebrating
the unique culture and diversity of a selection of nationalities represented within
the school including Canada, USA, Mexico & Latin America, China, Korea,
India, Australia/New Zealand, Denmark, Russia, the Czech Republic and
Ethiopia. Early Childhood and Primary children travelled around the world with
their passports, receiving stickers as they visited each country. Students learned
about customs, culture, national interests, flora and fauna, clothing and foods; all
the things that make each country unique.

As a finale to the day, school community members from 27 nations
celebrated with a Parade of Nations. Students and parents dressed in national
costume, sharing the significance of building unity and reflecting on the mission
of the United Nations. Everyone participated in singing the UN anthem and

enjoyed the various national anthems associated
H with our school community.

The pride we all share in our own countries

and our school community was evident in the joyful

enthusiasm of all present, when close to 500 people
paraded around the field.
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Twisted Christmas:
Santa’s Helpers
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Christmas is a time of fun and cheer for
young and old. St. Nicholas perched atop his
sleigh, Coke bottle in hand ready to bring toys
and cheer to all the good boys and girls. In the
US Santa Claus is the rosy cheeked Saint of
Norman Rockwell fame. But did you know in
many European traditions that instead of
elves, St. Nick was often accompanied by
companions that make Halloween seem like
child’s play? This Christmas Eve when you
can’t get the kids to bed, try pulling out one of
these heart-warming stories.

Black Peter- Netherlands, Belgium.
Did you know Santa has helpers besides
the elves? His name is Black Peter and
originally tradition holds that
he was the devil enslaved by
St. Nick, then a lowly
demon, and in his current
rendition is simply a dark
skinned Moor. In some
traditions,  Santa’s little
helper is said to kidnap the
naughty list kids and brings
them to Spain in a sack,
because  hell hath no
punishment to match Spain
apparently.  While  some
traditions paint him as more
the mischievous imp than a

@

kidnapping demon, he is still way more
hardcore than an elf in pointy shoes.During
recent years the role of Black Peter has
become part of a recurring debate in the
Netherlands. Controversial practices include
holiday revelers wearing black face and
wearing afro wigs, gold jewelry, and bright
red lipstick, and doling out candy. Ah, nothing
like a little Christmas time racism.

Le PéreFouettard- Northern France
Father Flog as he was briefly known in
American lore was a tanner usually depicted
in chains who doled out corporal punishment
instead of toys. Why the chains you ask? His
European origin story is the kind of thing that
Freddy Krueger would call
beautiful. According to
one legend he killed three
children, cut them up, and
put them in a pot. When St.
Nicholas, who apparently
has Jesus powers,
happened upon the scene
he resurrected the children.
Then PéreFouettard
repented and  became
Santa's (chained)
companion, because
nothing  says  Merry
Christmas from St. Nick

like a good beating. Santa, the reindeer, and
Charles Manson. Merry Christmas children,
now run off to bed and await your doom.

Krampus- Alpine Countries

Picture an elf, small in stature, long ears,
and pointy shoes, cute by all accounts. Now
let’s pretend that Tim Burton and Quentin
Tarantino created a villain mid acid trip, that
creature is Krampus. From the German word
for claw, Krampus rides shotgun with Santa to
play the bad cop to Santa’s good cop. Also, the
thing sitting next to Santa on the sleigh is a
seven foot, wooly, horned devil. While some
parents would have visions of sugar plums
dancing in the heads of their children,
Krampus is an old Germanic folklore stay
over that can only be described and
pants-crappingly terrifying. He doles out
punishments to the naughty kids while Santa
gives toys to the nice ones. Remember being
told to be in bed before Santa comes so he will
stop at your house and give presents? That
was only half of the story. If you were awake
when this duo rolled through town, Krampus
would assume you were on the naughty list
and kidnap naughty boys in a sack and flog
naughty girls. I cannot stress enough that I did
not make up that last line.

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a
nightmare!

INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE

Somerset Intemational Bullding Tianjin
No 75 Nanjing Road, Heping District
86-22-2330 6666

Somerset Olympic Tower Tianjin
No 126 Chengdu Road, Heping District
86-22-2335 5888

Somerset Youyi Tianjin
No 35 Youyi Road, Hexi District
86-22-2810 7888
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SERVICED RESIDENCE
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Managed by

Ascott China has 3 Serviced Residences in Tianjin. With a total of 540 fully furnished and equipped studio, 1, 2 and
3 bedroom serviced residence units and a wide array of recreational facilities, you can surely find your home away
from home whether for long term residence, business travel or leisure travel. Because life is about living.
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For further information and reservations, please visit www.ascottchina.com or call 400 820 1028 ETTILY:)

Somerset Serviced Residence is managed by The Ascott Limited, a member of CapitaLand. It is the largest global serviced residence owner-operator
in Asia Pacific, Europe and the Guif region, managing the Ascott, Citadines and Somerset brands in over 70 cities across more than 20 countries.



rperience service on & whole niwy Lcale . . - N Excelh i Flight e
e e AR e T L AN AT ()

ki i o v K i g o e o i N Vi el aiAGE (R0 LR DM Kowwan b Servre Crster 40065 -HSESE



