


Children who spend a significant part of their developmental years in a
culture other than their passport country have the opportunity to develop
the skills of global citizens. They also face unigue challenges that parents
often struggle to understand or know how to support. International
speaker, Libby Stephens, offers parents knowledge and practical skills to
help their children not only survive but thrive as Third Culture Kids.

Tianjin International School invites expat parents to learn about
> transitioning in and out
> help kids survive and thrive in an international school

tianjin
international
school

LEARN WITH PURPOSE

web:
email:
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address:

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of TIANJIN

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER
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IST offers your children a welcommg, lncluswe international school experience,
where skilled and committed teachers deliver an outstanding IB education
in an environment of quality learning resources and world-class facilities.

IST is... fully accredited by the Council of International Schools (CIS)
IST is... fully authorized as an International Baccalaureate World School (IB)
IST is... fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)
IST is... a full member of the following China and Asia wide international school associations:

ACAMIS, ISAC, ISCOT and EARCOS
www.tiseagles.com

MR - & A <5 o
admissions@tiseagles.com _ i A g =l | /BN gy
(86 22) 8371 0900 ext. 311 - (& Hihly ! SAC [ B5fE
No. 4-1 Sishui Road, Hexi District

Tia~njin, 300222, China s IR WEBSITE: WWWLISTIANJIN.ORG EMAIL: INFO@ISTIANJIN.NET TEL: 86 22 2859 2003/5/6
KT EKNKE4SIE S WEISHAN SOUTH ROAD, SHUANGGANG, JINNAN DISTRICT, TIANJIN 300350, P.R.CHINA




INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
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An International Learning Communi

_ ] ARIVA TIANJIN BINHAI SERVICED APARTMENT
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The newly built Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
consists of 130 spacious and comfortable apartments with
beautiful river views. To meet the different needs of our
Residents, the apartments range from one-bedroom to
three-bedrooms, designed in a contemporary, luxurious
style. Each apartment comes with a fully equipped kitchen,
spacious living room and bedroom, separate dining room
and storage room. ArivaTianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment

offers a variety of accommodation choices for both short
and extended stays.

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment has a complete
range of amenities, including the gym, meeting rooms,
reading room, café, restaurants, business centre, lobby
lounge, convenience shopping store, as well as children’s
playroom. Everything you need is within indoors—life, work,
and entertainment. All the apartments come with security
card access system and 24-hour security measures to en-
sure safety and privacy of guests .
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Fi-Mart

Teda International School
No.72,Third Ave.Teda.

Tianjin.China 300457
www.tedais.org

P vasanenazors < | 86-22-6622-6158

Teda International School is proud to hold dual accreditation =
by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
and the Council of International Schools (CIS)

35 Zi Jin Shan Road, Hexi District, Tianjin 300074 P.R. China
i - LIRS AE
PEXREH AKX EELE35S 300074
t/EEIE +86(022)5856 8000 f/{EHE:486(022)5856 8008

www,stayariva.com
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i 1y Claciial 10 O TR s o H A ] 9T T Enjoy a magical Christmas Eve at Tangla Tianjm A sumptuous Christmas
Sl LSSl i ef:u!’l_:f.- INTIECE FL el IHITHEATH buffet live entertamment and many lucky draw prizes meludimg six
diamonds to celebrate the Hotels recent "Six Star Diamond Award” —only

Q /g/ < ,-—\\\,_ one of six Hotels in the world to be awarded {his accolade. Celebrate in

style with famuly or friends or tickets make an ideal Christmas gift
RMB 1288 net per person

SoU Christmas Buffet Extravaganza
Celebrate Christmas at S6U on 49 floor Tangla Tianjin the highest
réstanrant in Tianjin with breathtaking views-of the city. Enjoy a
delicsous Christmas themed buffet meluding a wide selection of
seafood and Turkey with all the timmines, Chefs home made
Chnistmas pudding with brandy butter and many surprise treats;

A truly memorable evening to' share with famly friends.

RMB 688 net per person

D T

TANGLA HOTEL TIANJIN
No. 219 Nanjing Road, Heping District, Tianjin 300051, China
Tel: (86-22) 2321 5888 = Fax: (86-22) 2321 5666

Wants something real & juicy ?
Burger, Burger & Burger in Lobby Lounge | Nov.- Dec. 2013
Make your choice - beef, chicken, fish, veggies, and more...

New Advancement & Fresh Experience in RMB 88 per porfion
Tianjin TEDA International Hotel B e e i i

.157 ingeniously modern guest rooms and suites, with completely new 46m?2 to 60m?2,
.The Garden International Cuisine serves as the hotel's all-day dining restaurant featuring
international buffet for breakfast and dinner as well as a selection of Western a la carte.
.The new and largest luxury room named Fujing Xuan in Lucky Park Chinese restaurant.
The new hotel yard, lobby, club lounge, fitness equipments, hot pot restaurant...... Southeast Asian Specialties

Features a vast selection of Southeast Asian Specialties

Dinner Buffet that highlight our tasty and delectable
& Tandoori Skewers g
Come and enjoy these tandoori skewers that

originated and popularized in India.

Café Venice (2F)

For more information, please call. 2627 B888 ext. 2271
(HRS: B 6:00-11:00, L11:30-14:00, D 17:30-21:30)
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T8 X JA ek S NO.8 Second Avenue, TEDA Binhai New Area. Tianjin PRC 300457
K HE 48 1 1B I8 1P ) Tel: +86 22 2532 6000 Fax: +86 22 2532 6216
TEDA INTERNATIONAL HOTEL E-mail: I]l_ill[bl'l’_;’f'iC(i&ll!OIEIS‘COIH

www.tedahotel.com

i,iiﬁ;ﬂ'{?ﬁ =] E]‘E Phoenix Shopping Mall, East Haihe Road, Hebei District, Tianjin ( Nearby'Eye of Tianjin' )

Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside t: +86 (22) 2627 8888 1 +86 (22) 2627 6666
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CHRISTMAS
CARNIVAL

Celebrate the Christmas Eve in our Christmas carnival,

indulge in a sumptuous Christmas buffet inclusive of festive favorites,
such as ham and turkey, drink to your heart’s content with free flow of soft
drinks, juices, local beers and selected wine.

Accompanied by lucky draw and live entertainment.

Adult Ticket: RMB1288net / Child Ticket: RMB588net
6:00pm ~ 9:30pm

Level 1 Seasonal Tastes & Level 3 Grand ballroom

THEWESTIN

TIANJIN
RAEFEBTAIE

101 Nanjing Road, Heping District Tianjin 300040, China
T86.22.2389.0088

e. westin.tianjin@westin.com . ®
w. Www.westin.com/tianjin -
w. www.spgrestaurantsandbars.com
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Christmas &
Vear dinner!
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Your need, we will meet it

* small & medium party
between 15 to 60 person

* enjoy the independent
and private space

* Christmas week (12/20-12/27) A
reservation will receive g -
complimentary Christmas
turkey and cake.



@il
I
REREHERENE

TEDA INTERNATIONAL CLUB TIANJIN
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Christmas Eve Dinner

You could winand take home an Iphone 5 S
December24™, 2013 Tuesday 18:00-22:30

International apartment

Cozy home

.
-

RMB 988nett per person

Typical five-star serviced apartments

The room designs fully embody humanity and scientific elements. The well-equipped rooms contain all kinds of
modern facilities. Moreover, the facilities in the club provide convenience and quality of life for the international elite
traveling all over the world. Meanwhile, the thoughtful butler-style service shows warmth, consideration and care.
This allows guests to truly enjoy a cozy home.

Classic 1-room Type = Simple decoration, comfortable, cozy, the ideal residence for the single elite

Cozy and comfortable, elegant and refined decoration, the preferred choice for the
intermational elite to enjoy double living space.

Luxury 3-room Type = The living room is spacious, windows make the rooms bright. In addition to the two

bedrooms, there is a concise study for you. The perfect living and working space will
make the whole family enjoy a happy life.

Classic 2-room Type

Cozy homes ready to be enjoyed by the international elite.

’:’: No. 189 Nanjing Road, Tong Guan Road Entrance of

hotel nikko tianjin Tos St SRR R san, il Address: No.7+2, Fukang Road, Nankai District, Tianjin  Tel: (86-22)5869 5555

KEEES www.nikkotianjin.com Website: www.tedafjclub.com.cn
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©2013 Doctor's Associates Inc. Subway® is a registered trademark of Doctor's Assoclates Inc.
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* Christmas Eve Getaway at Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside
Join in the festive cheer and be entertained with a host of yuletide activities or wind down the evening in an intimate romantic dinner with your loved one.

Starts from RMB 1,988 per couple includes one night stay, Christmas Eve dinner buffet and Christmas Day breakfast buffet
Terms and Conditions Apply

* River Café Christmas Eve International Seafood Dinner Buffet

Let's Seafood at Christmas Eve! Enjoy the fresh and succulent seafood and holiday atmosphere at River Café. A special Christmas gift is waiting for youl
December 24t 2013, 6:00pm-10:00pm
RMB 498 net per person includes a glass of selected wine and free flow of juices, soft drinks and local beer

L)
E E Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside
No. 34 Haihe East Road, Hebei District,

=@ Tianjin, People's Republic of China goooio

g

= Tel: +B6 22 5861 9999 BANYAN TREE
E Fax: +86 22 5861 gggB MT\IT::IJ:I

Follow banyan tree tianjin riverside on [ BanyanTree Tianjin Riverside Weibo http://weibo.com/banyantreetianjin
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[t will happen exactly the way you want it. An intimate oasis of an exemplary
event environment with our dedicated Crowne Meeting Team keeping things

organized for you.

ErELAERV IR, SEENEE. 288N RRKEFIAFRANRE
)]

WEYAR IR S, AEEFIZERIENAR, HEBZIENFK.

FEXEDERAX/\EAHEEER 300350
% +86 (22) 2872 8888

WWW.Crow neplaza.cn
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ACoffee and a Cup(Cake)
PHRIGEN

¢ Business

4D Cinema
ADXEBEEHR KRR

Lifefeature

Young Drivers-To Buy or not?

PEFREFENWERR

New Tianjin Location Starting Navember 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Address: Na. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District

(RTPE R SR 225 )
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
*Phone: 8329 7772
= Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com
« TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.

A TIANIN ;Y4 TED A
CHRISTIAN s CHRISTIAN King Hall Hatul
‘ FELLOWSHIP 4 :;‘ FELLOWSHIP AricrescNoZ2 Huanhu Zhang Lu

FRTMEETOERRY |

Support

Encouragement

f,ﬁffq

All of these things help us b ]
ta discover how we fit into | 3
the place that God has @

People who share our
goals and beliefs

put us, i

Join our fellowship A
Sundays at 830 AM or ¥
10:00 AM In Tianjin or at
10:00AM in TEDA as we "
discover God and His
great plan,together ]

Feature
Christmas

in China
PERFENEET
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Letter from the Editor

and New Year, which means a lot of celebrations. I'm one of them as my
birthday also falls in this month,

Many people start to plan for the celebrations from the beginning of the
month because to them it really is a big deal. In the mass media and new media
forums such as weibo and Wechat, what events hotels and restaurants are planning
and information on special Christmas sales are constantly reminding us it's time to
part with some money and have some fun. Some people take every opportunity to
indulge themselves in the spirit of the season.

Although not many Chinese really “celebrate” Christmas, the festive
atmosphere in Tianjin is no less than in most parts of the world. If you have ever
spent a Christmnas in Tianjin, | believe you would have been amazed by the
spectacular lights on show in winter. Tianjin is always very beautiful this time of year.
The question is though, do the Christmas scenes make you feel a [ittle less lonely or
even more homesick?

If you are in Tianjin over Christmas, | doubt your celebrations will be the same
as those in your hometown with family and friends.. But what 'm sure about is there
is na reason to feel bored as there will be a lot of things going on. Whatever yaur
budget Tianjin has it all: from a luxurious Christmas Eve dinner with a one night stay
in a fancy five-star hotel or just spending the evening letting your hair down in one
of the many bars.

However, what is more important than any material celebration is the
“Christmas Spirit® as described in our feature story. It is the spirit of helping, caring
and giving. We should always think of the less fortunate people espedially at this
time of year. It is not a sacrifice to do something for them. Spreading your love on
special occasions [tke Christmas will give you more happiness and peace of mind.
That is what Christmas should truly be about.

God bless you!

M any people get excited as December approaches because of Christmas
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Monica W

Got a passion for Tlanfin?
Want to share your China experience?

Are you a veteran expat with tips and
tricks of the trade?

In tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine Iz looking for fresiance writers to contribute articles to the magazine In all ansas.
K you are interestad, please get in touch with editerlali@inmagazine.com.cn
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TIANJIN NEWS

' Tianjin College
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! A 17-year-old girl called Yuan Jinmeng from Kaifeng City in
I central China's Heran Province has been caring for her disabled
| mother while studying In college.

! Yuan was only 12 years old when her mother became partially
I paralyzed due to hypertension. To support the family, Yuan's father
| left home to find a job in the city and her grandparents took care of
I Yuan, her mether and Yuan's younger brother,

[ Yuan managed to finish middle school and was accepted by the
| Tianjin University of Finance and Econamics in north China's Tianjin
| Municlpality this August. She decided to bring her mather with her.

| Yuan's mother now lives in a nursing home near the university.
| Yuan visits her every day after class to take care of her.

: To help cover her mother's expenses of more than 1,600 yuan
1 {USS 2626) a month at the nursing home as well as her living
| expenses, Yuan gets up at 4 am, every day to work at a breakfast
| stand, eaming 20 yuan (US$ 3.28) a day. She also spends her
I weekends working.

! Yuan's classmates and teachers have donated some money to
I her, helping to cover her mother's expenses at the nursing heme for
! the next three months.

| .
| eco-City
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: A family doctor service was made available to residents of |
| Tianjin's developing eco-city on Novemnber 15 as part of an effort to !
I build a Singaporean-style community in the northern China port !
I city. I
i A doctor will be assigned to care for every 300 to 500 |
i households, and each resident's health records will be monitored |
| electronically. |
i The service, along with green-energy buses, apartments with |
| energy conservation systems and a recycling center for kitchen |
| garbage, Is part of a development plan for an eco-consclous |
| community. :
| The Tianjin eco~city, which is to serve as a model for future |
i Chinese cities, was jointly planned by the Chinese and Singaporean :
| governments. |
! "We are expecting more households to maove in as more |
i infrastructure is built” said Cui Guang'an, deputy director of the |
| city's administration committee. !
| |
! |
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Management Method of Organic
Product Certificate
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Managerment Methods of Organic Product Certification issued by
the General Administratlon of Quallty Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine of China will be valid from April 1, 2014.

It has now been confirmed there will be a unified organic product
certification system with unified certification categories, standards,
specifications and certification laels.

In order for a product to gain certification, the Method will allow
only processed products containing 95% or more organic ingredients
{by weight or liquid volume, excluding water and salt) 1o be labeled
*Organic”.

The Method regulates that in seven clrcumstances the certfficate
can be revoked. For example, in the production or processing
procedures, if forbidden substances are added to or contaminate the
certificated crganic food or if the applicant is found to have forged or
hidden any information in the certificate application.

At the same time, products without an organic certificate will not
be able to print any label or text that indicates the organic property of
the product. A product will not be certified organic if it is processed or
split packed in places other than those stated on the certificate.

There will be a 30,000RMB fine for lllegal use of the certificate.

Wanda's Private Club“Club Reign”

' Settled in Tianjin

B CikEREdsRErxR

"Sitf° FADSESRERNEERRANDNPEERAM RN
SAEFARREBASH, QUTRRDEEDE5, 268, SANFRA
EREH, RARRER, ROBEWFERTSEHHR S BENMITRDR
B, RHERSARUIE, SROESTSEUENKRSTURITREN,

Perfect in Every Detail to Create a Profound Sense of Dignity

*Club Reign’, grandly opened on 25 Septernber 2013 as Wanda’s
3rd luxury private club after Changsha and Shenyang, locates on the
top floors of Wanda Vista Tian]in.

The private and exclusive “Club Reign® is established for elite
members. The private and extravagant "Legend” Chinese Restaurant,
"Universe® KTV, "SHUI" Spa, "Galaxy” Bar and wonderful views of Hai
He River will create an intimate business environment and generate
a profound sense of dignity for VIP members.

Offering 4 luxurious private dinning rooms with independent
kitchen and pure privacy, "Legend” Chinese Restaurant features
superb Cantonese and Hunan culsines, attentive service and
world-class tableware. The private and luxurious *SHUI" Spa offers a
variety of beauty and spa items for guests. It has 4 private rooms
equipped with steam room, independent hot and cold water
massage pool, Mahjong rcom, independent shower, rub back
rooms, aromatherapy massage reom and leunge.

Galaxy Bar, which is called “City of Sky” provides world-calss
wines and the supreme cigars in a private and really relaxing space
with the wonderful view of Hai He River, Experience a pure pleasant
maoment by yourself or with your friends.

to establish maintenance facility

Design Established in Tianjin
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A Chinese-ltalian Creative Fducation Base was recently
founded at the Beining Culture and Creative Center in Hebei District,
Tianjin. In the future, graduate students from bath Italy and Tianjin
will be able to study there,

According to Li Yunfel, the head of the new center, It Is a
cooperative education project for creative and design majors
students from Chinese and Italian universities. The universities
participating include Tianjin University and five I@lian universities.
Currently they are working on a collaborative design project and a
*1+1" collaborative education program for graduate students. The
Italian universities will contribute some teachers and technology. A
selection of lhalian conservatories and art academies are
participating in the project and more are expected.

According 1¢ Sun Yuhong, Director of Sclence Committee of
Hebei District, the local authority is trying to make the Beining
Creative Center a theme park that will integrate tourism, recreation,
entertainment and creative business.

Bombardier Aerospace &Tianjin Airport
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Bombardier Aerospace and the Tianjin Airport Economic Area |
announced that they have signed a letter of agreement to increase |
aircraft maintenance services in Mainland China. This is the first step |
which should see the creation of a joint venture company. The new |
facillty 1s expected to open in 2016. The facility will support the |
maintenance, repair, overhaul, and associated activities and services :
for all Bombardier business aircraft and, sublect to certain |
conditions, on Bembardier cormmercial aircraft. !
*China is an important market and we are excited and |
honoured ta collaborate with the leaders of Tianjin; said Eric Martel, |
president, Custormer Services and Specizlized and Amphibious |
Aircraft, Bombardier Aerospace. "We are eager to have the |
opportunity to show customers our strong commitment to :
bringing OEM-backed services to their doorstep. Tianjin Alrport |
Economic Area’s experience and strong leadership reinforce the fact |
that this Is the right partnership that will lead to an amazing |
customer experience!” j




WHAT'S ON

Tianjin Grand Theatre

12/1-17

The exhibition of
Korean master of
fine art

Date: Dec. 1t 17

Venue: Westem Art Gallery
KREFERE

Add: 2F, No.79, Jis Fang Bal Road, Haping
PRI 7o S Sl

Tel: 23303255

12/27

Jazz Night

EANLE A%, Ex
. NYARNLIERS

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
Tel: 02223263505
ANERE FARERLkE

12/28

Kun Opera

4607 ol - — T R 1 T

No.3 Youyl Bal Lu, Hex|
Tol: 02223263505
BREZANE ARREEL#S

Western Shore Museum Tianjin Concert Hall

12/6 12/7

Shaoxing Opera
Price: 380/280/180/120/8

Shaoxing Opera
Price: 380/280/180/120/80

BB (#) R i)
XA Bk KBIT ZiAEEE BRI

Culture Canter, Pingjiang Dan, Hexi Culturs Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: Tel: B3282000
ERARE WEERTRITEDD EKRARE AEREFTETEQD

12/13

Soprano Sclo Concert

BORT—IWARRSR

No.3 Youyl Bsl Lu, Hexl
Tol: 022-23263505
BMERE NEEEEILEIE

12/14

Stage Drama M —HEXD " BOK, —R
Price: 180/120/80/50 BEIAMMNEREL, —ERUNEH
RiED, —RRRGENRE, SR

hBIETER (Ha) BUREEERIL? HiFati M7 H¥FE S

RiXEk STHRT

Culture Canter, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: B3B82000
FARE NERPTMEEHD

12/27-29

La Dame aux caméllas Time; 19:30

ot K€ Sid ]
EMADw BT

Venue: Tlanjin JIN WAN Grand Theatre

Gulture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi Add: 4F, Tianjin JIN Wan Plaza
Tel: B3RB2000 AT ik

EEEE WEEPTNERD Tel: 23219966/23215868

12/30

2014 New Year Concert by Vienna Orchestra

S b REI20145E W E W TR

R NERAAEENE M SRS

Wy S ERITHESRERNES N, SERERARELAN—MR,
HfmE R R R WS R N S YoRR, MR, SReNE
Fo BN G RBRLEA SRS

Culture Center, Ping|lang Dan, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
ERARR MEEBTRCERLS

Don't Miss

12/8 Py e

13/12/08/
1930/

Lance Whitman Plano Solo £
Concert 2 e

AWKl -—— SRR T
WFe

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
Tel: 02223283505
b f 03 ) mldopaf-Fd il oS

12/14

From Barogue to Romanticism - Tianjin Grand Opera Orchestra
2013-2014 Series No.5

Price: 180/150/120/80/50

MEEEAENREEY—ZRBRRSNEE | ZRFNRE ) 2013-2014%3
HERESS5

RMAHE RET

Culture Center, Pinglang Daoc, Hexi
Tel: 83282000
ERABR MEEETRCERD

12/21 12/24

Christmas Eve Concert
Price: 280/180/120/80/50

R EEHNT RS PEE-RSRERAET RS

R BRT FEREAEE ®RT _
e FRERERTRETERS
MEE

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi

Tal: 83882000 Tal: 83882000

ERARE MHERTHXEhS X XhEkR AERELELERG

Chinese lute solo concert
Price: 280/180/120/80/50

12/29 Tianjin New Year Concert by GERMAN HAMBURG SYMPHONY ORCHETRA

http://www.mS988.info
design chinese & english website

® ZU, PCmn
C L\wbt2b

en.promotechinamarket.com

Find you want

PR REER AT
PCM Tec Co., Ltd
{8 E Fax: 0086-022-28258809

Contact: Michelle 13802146246

th Z Email :adv@promotechinamarket.com
Email:adven@promotechinamarket.com

[BEEREESERHNERES
£ ¢ hEmhchEun

. Www.promote
HL S chinamarket.com
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Christmas
in China

By David Wong, Paula Taylor
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i, XEEE LT VAANSE, TEERNESRABERREEEANRE
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AGEmN, FUERNBESHNEEAHRE, REDBEAROUEESH
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Woodward#z +RRMMA T @R &R IR MEKREETH.
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n Canada and the United States, you know

Christmas is near when you hear Christmas
Carols playing in the shopping malls and
Christmas decorations and store keepers are
dressed with Santa Claus outfits, usually by
late November after the USA Thanksgiving
Day. What about China?

Christmas is the major holiday of the
Western countries and celebrated by gift
giving, deccrations, Christmas meals and
singing Christmas carols. It started as a
Christian celebration in the 1700 and was
referred to “Christ’s mass® It then became
Christmas, and celebrating the birth of Jesus
Christ on December 25.

This holiday became popular as a public
holiday in the United States by the late 1800%s
and evolved Into a commercial event. From
thls developed a character called Father
Christmas, also named Saint Nicholas and in
Dutch, Sinterklaas, which the Americans
Anglicized to *Santa Claus” EE# A Sheng
Dan Laoc Ren.

Nowadays, the religious celebrations are
stil held in Christian churches, holding
Christmas mass and NMativity pageants
commemerating the birth of Christ. But the
majority of people will look to Christmas as a
haliday at the end of the year, with Boxing Day
as a holiday following Christmas and
stretching to New Years Day, almost ten days
similar to the Chinese Spring Festival, And also
similar to China, businesses will basically close
for this period with the exception of retailing.
What about in China during Christmas?

Similar ta North America, we are starting
to hear Christmas carols being played in
shopping malls and hotel lobbies. The idea of
gift giving during Christmas is becoming
popular and retailers are all for promoting
Christmnas sales during this period. Most of my
Chinese friends do not know the origin or
meaning of Christmas just that it is a holiday
with Santa Claus giving gifts.

There is no holiday for North American
companies operating in China, So it is
business as usual, expats will likely
celebrate Christmas dinners on the
following weekend since December 25th
falls cn a Wednesday this year. Most
expat children will be off for the
Christmas period because the
International schools
observe the holiday.

Most  families  wll
take advantage of
this and book their
vacations 1o return
home and
celebrate

Christmas and New
Years with their relatives

/

and friends.

If you are an expat in China that doesn't
have kids in school or do not have enough
vacation to return home, this would be a
good time to consider a holiday in China or
within the region, You will not encounter the
huge crowds of Chinese tourists that are
prevalent during local holidays such as the
recent National Day or upcoming Spring

Festival,
Intemational hotels will
promote Christmas dinners and New Years
Dinners featuring gifts and prizes and some
even have a guest appearance from Santa.
Traditional Christmas dinners feature a
roasted turkey with stuffing, usually
breadcrumbs or rice with chestnuts. The
stuffing is slow cooked in the cavity of the
turkey for several hours and absorbs the flavor
of the turkey. Each family has its unique recipe.
Other unigue Christmas dishes are
cranberry sauce, pumpkin ple and ginger
bread cockles or ginger bread houses, | have
seen all of this available in China but very
seldom see Christmas pudding or plum
pudding. It is a dry pudding with
dried fruits and nuts preserved in
brandy or rum and very
sweet. Most likely because
of the sweetness, this
pudding is not popular in
China since the
Chinese palate is not
as  sweet  as
| westemers, Turkey
[ Is  also not

regarded as
/ prefemed meat in

/"~ China compared to

/ Chicken, duckar goose.

Franz Geyling's
memories of the Club
Concordia at Christmas

W Frar Geylingion the eft In 1537with his sister Maus]
W  (caurtesy of DY ET Geyling 2012 page 209-90)

“Perhaps the most significant
festivity In  the German-speaking
community In Tlentsin was the
celebration of Christmas at the school, the
social club and, last but not least, at home.
Preparations would get underway with
the beginning of November and always
included some stage productions by the
school children of the German club. The
subject of the plays always revolved
around the Christmas theme. The stage
setting involved angels, dwarves and
biblical figures galore. The overall
direction [sic] was usually the music
teacher, and practices were mandatory.
Costume design and fabrication was left
to the imagination of the various ladies
(my mother was always enthusiastically
involved) while the fathers constructed
the sets. The calibre of the landscape
painting was outstanding. Occasionally
the ambitions of the set designers
overreached themselves, as for e@mple
one years production included a live
donkey which could not control natures
call. Over the years | acted as elf, shepherd,
wise man and some other mythical
figures, The whole German community
watched the performances, even the
bachelors, who frequented the bar at the
club. The traditicnal Christmas carols were
sung by all present, and a cookie and cake
party followed”
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You may recall an earlier Jin Magazine
article about the lian Hua Foundation. A
charitable organization with several projects
in Ching, the largest *cluster” Is in Tianjin and
has over a dozen expat associates. We
contacted Ms. Carol Woodward, leader of the
Tianjin cluster and asked her about their
cperations during Christmas. {Caral is from
USA and has been in China for over ten years)

Jin: How will you personally spend this
Christmas?

Carol: It is not a holiday for Jian Hua
Foundation, so we will be working as usual;
most of the expats are teachers and will be
working. Our local church will have the usual
Christmas mass and special Sunday service,

Jin: How will the staff at JianHua
celebrate Christmas?

Carcl: Some staff will have a Christmas
dinner at home and invite colleagues, expats
and local staff with families to exchange gifts
and share a Christmas meal, but likely nothing
too formal. Last year we had some “Christmas
crackers” (@ form of noise maker like
firecrackers but no lighting or fireworks, just
the sound) and somecne brought some
British Cake” (see above description of
pudding). These were brought by a colleague
that just returned from England, not sure what
we will have this year,

Jin; Is there anything special prepared at
the offices and schools?

Carcl: We will have some decorations and
probably have a gift exchange between the
staff. No special event will be held at the office

and schools of Jian Hua but the Foundation
will sponsor an annual pageant that is
organlzed by us but will include several other
organlzations.

Carol is being modest, | looked at the
photos and newsletter of last year’s event and
it was an impressive pageant performed by
the students and staff of several local charity
organizations, coordinated by Jian Hua
Foundation. There were several different
dances and performances by the children,
parents and teachers. The theme last year was
"We Stand Together” and the photos show a
wonderful event. | know | will be there this
year,
This years event will be held Saturday
December 14 at 7PM at Legend Wedding
Hotel, Nan Kai Qu Cang Qlong Dao 8 Hao. The
tickets are free and you can contact Jian Hua
Foundation at Tel: 022-2392 6614 or email:
jhfspecialkids@jhf.china.org

Jin:Thank you Carol and we wish you and
the Foundation a successful event and Merry
Christmas.

Carol: Thank you and Happy Holidays to
Jinand all your readers.

It was obvious from our discussion that
Carol has adjusted to living in China and
celebrating western holldays and traditions is
not a malor Issue, No use trying to live a way of
life that may not be available here, Most of us
that have been in China have accepted this or
else we would not still be here.

The Chinese have a saying equivalent to
our“When in Rome, do as the Romans do" It

The annual pageant of Jianhua Foundation

Just try to enjoy it
and don’t complain
too much, they may
not have Christmas
pudding but the

Gou Bu Li Bao Zi %
AHEAF are great
when they are hot
from the steamer.

is “Ru Xiang Sui Su” A\ % Bif# Iterally it means
“when entering a local place, follow the
crowd” Good advice, so you don't try to
change the world.

So although the Christmas carols started
playing in October and usually at several
decibels higher than we are used to, and
decorations are sometimes hung backwards
or have been around longer than normal; and
no one knows what why we celebrate
Christmas - Just accept it and use the often
overused phrase: “It’s China’, Just try to enjoy it
and don't complain too much, they may not
have Christmas pudding but the Gou Bu Li
Bao Zi MAEAT are great when they are
hot from the steamer.
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CHRISTMAS?
BAH HUMBUG!

| can scarcely believe that it is that time of
year again, Christmas has crept up with
frightening speed. It is at times like this that
we realise yet another year is almost under our
belt. Anything that happens at this time of
year has added poignancy, particularly those
big happenings like births, deaths and
marriages.

Have you found that being away from
home has made you more patriotic, more
nostalgic for familiar holidays and festivities?
Many people fondly remember things that
previously they didn't particularly care for, for
instance if | go into an import shop,
particularly in Beijing where they tend to have
a few English foods, | whoop with delight
when | see a brand from back home, even if |
never used to eat it because | didn't like it

Sorme people get quite teary eyed at the
thought of spending Christmas or
Thanksgiving here, obviously because they are
far away from family and friends. If you are
staying here during the Christmas period do
you try to have Christmas festivities here? (an
you find everything you need, or do you feel
that it is not worth the bother as it is so
different from what you are used to?

Christmas - you either love it or hate 1t
and unfortunately the commercial aspect
reigns supreme. | am in the hate it brigade. |
have very clear memories of my mother
uttering dire warnings a few days before
Christrnas, that when she was a child she was
grateful for a few tangerines and nuts in her
Christmas stocking, not llke us Ingrates that
got too much, and that Father Christmas does
not come to naughty children like me. By the
time Christmas actually arrived | was so afraid
of ending up with nothing, that even a few
tangerines and nuts would have been
welcome. Christmas is stressful for kids tool |
also remember partially waking up when
Santa was delivering my presents and being
amazed that he looked a lot like my dad.

| think people here have a strange idea as
to what the Western idea of Christmas is. For
instance many do not actually know why
many Westerners celebrate Christmas, | say
many Westerners, because not everybody
celebrates it. Many people here know that
Christmas is a time when people put
decorations up, set up a Christmas tree and
give presents. They also know about Father
Christrnas, but that is about it. They think that
as Father Christmas is a very important part of
the eguation he must be accorded due
respect. However few know the myths that
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People are also
unaware of the
traditional idea
that it is unlucky
to leave trees and

decorations up for
too long, they are
supposed to be
taken down six
days after
Christmas.

have grown up around him ie. that he is
supposed to live in Lapland and that on
Christmas Eve he sets off in his sledge to
deliver presents to all the children all over the
world. Hence he is a mysterious figure and
there should only be one of him. However
when my friends from England came to see
me, they were surprised to see around ten
Father Christmases standing together as part
of a Christmas display in a street here. “Don't
they know there is only supposed to be one?”
they asked. Yes indeed 1 a little child who still
believed in Father Christmas saw that lot, they
would have had their little illusions shattered.
The other problem was it was not even
Christmas, it was well after that in the middle
of Januaryl People are also unaware of the
traditional idea that it is unlucky to leave trees

and decorations up for too long, they are
supposed to be taken down six days after
Christmas. There are some shops and
restaurants here that still have them up from
last year. | asked someone about this and they
said 1t is because they look pretty so it would
be a shame to take them down. Maybe they
locked pretty when they were first put up, but
now almost a year later they are covered in
dust and faded, they do not look pretty at all. |
think that any restaurant or coffee house that
has not cleaned some areas since last year is
best avoided. No doubt they think it is also
very convenient, once again Christmas is
almost upon us, but they have no need to
prepare, they can continue to use [ast year's
stuff,.  Also recently | had the strange
experience of seeing the staff at a Pizza
restaurant dressed in Halloween costumes,
whilst they were playing Christmas songs.
Perhaps they think that Western festivals are all
the same and for convenience sake they can
be melded into one.

At Christmas time | receive many texts
from Chinese friends wishing me a happy
Christmas. | thinkit is really sweet of them that
although they dont really understand
Christrmas, they still think of me. Part of thair
texts always contain the thought that they fee|
sorry for me being so far away from home and
family at this time. They say things like “Merry
Christmas! Don't you miss your family? You
must be very lonely, your parents must really
miss you, how are they coping? | must say
that | don’t always appreciate receiving such
texts reminding me of my poocr abandoned
parents and siblings.
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Getting back to my Christmas
preparations, | have none, hence being here is
very convenlent. So we have some people
that celebrate It and have preparations to
make, others like me that give it a miss, and
still others that do not technically celebrate it,
but have to make preparaticn so that others
can enjoy it Once such person is Lee Kanbur,
the General Manager of a five star hotel in
Tianjin. His family is quite diverse, being
Turkish, but they emigrated to Australia. He Ts
a Muslim and his wife is Malaysian and a
Buddhist so they dont really celebrate
Christras in their house. He said*When | was
a child growing up in Turkey, my family was
sponsored by a Christlan couple to go to
Australia, and so through them and my many
other Christian friends | knew all about
Christmas. | met my wife when we were both
working for a hotel in Kuala Lumpur. She was
the PR Manager and | was the Food and
Beverage Director. My wife also studied in the
UK and so she obviously knows what
Christmas is all about. We never had a
Christmas tree in our house, and our family
tradition is more like the Turkish culture, we
give gifts on New Year’s Eve.

| have noticed that in some Asian
countries they have a countdown at
Christmas and have fireworks etc. They don't
do that at Christmas in the West”, This again |
think is a mistaken idea as to how Westerners
celebrate Christmas. Lee continued ‘At New
Year | go back to either Australia or Malaysia,
and wherever | am we have open house. We
have a huge barbecue and everyone Ts
welcome to come, the house is always full of
family and friends® Then Lee told me
something which | think shows a very
generous spirit, and, although it is not
Christrnas that he celebrates, still he manifests
what people like to call the Christmas spirit, he
said *l also like to invite *Crphans”to celebrate
with my family, that Is people who are
separated from their own families and who at
this time of year would be feeling particularly
lonely. We do not [tke to leave anyone out.
Alsa | really feel that we should help others
that are less fortunate, and so my family and |
send money to Turkey to pay for a goat or two,
the goats are sacrificed and then the meat is
distributed to those who need it”

Apart from his family’s non-Christmas
celebrations, Lee's job means that it is vital the
hotel is a welcoming place and makes guests
feel as though they are In a home-from-home,
If they are in Tianjin and away from their
country and family, making sure that they
have a good Christmas is all part of the hotel’s
plan. Hence at this tme of year Lee s
extremely busy putting the finishing touches
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Leave your mark
here, leave the
local people with a
good impression
of you, although
Christmas comes
but once a year,
have the
“Christmas spirit”
every day and try
to do something
worthwhile, even
if it is only smiling
at the person who
sweeps the streets.

to events that have been months in the
planning. He told me some of the
arrangements. One of the plans is to have a
huge gingerbread house, although it will not
be a traditional type house. They plan to
feature one of the mansions from Wu Da Dao.
Of course the reason behind this is not just for
aesthetic purposes, but rather a desire to help
their chosen charity. Another plan is to have a
Christmas tree for which the guests, for a
donation to the charity, will be able to choose
a Christmnas ball to put on the tree and write
down a wish.

Lee Kanbur and his fzxr@LT

The hotel recepticn will also be a very
welcoming place and guests will be able to
partake in variaus activities. Even the hotel's
Chinese restaurant is going to attempt to cook
Christrmas fayre, but with a Chinese twist, so it
seems that no-one will be left cut. The kids
will be delighted to find out that there will be
a candy wonderland, although their parents
may not be so delighted. Yes desplte the fact
that Lee doesn't celebrate Christmas, he wants
to make sure that those of you that do will
have a wonderful time at his hotel.

People say that Christmas should also be
a time to reflect about others that are less
fortunate than us. One of the reasons | don't
like Christmas is that my mother made me
think about people starving in Africa just
before serving up the Christmas dinner, which
was guaranteed to take away my appetite,
and she also reminded me several times
throughout Christmas Day that | had wo
many toys and that some kids didn't even
have shoes to wear. Actually my mother didn't
only tell me this on Christmas Day, it was
almaost her daily litany, so | hoped that for one
day at least | would be spared thinking about
the less fortunate, however she was even
more vocal then, se Christmas was a time to
feel guilty.

However now | am all grown up, | think
my mother was right, we should think about
those less fortunate than ourselves, and right
now every day my thoughts and pravers are
with the poor people in the Philippines who
have just gone through that terrible typhoon.
Many Fllipinos celebrate Christmas, but this
year will be a terrible one for many of them, |
expect you too have kept them in your
thoughts.
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Going back to Christmas preparations,
how are yours coming along? We have many
fine Import shops selling a wide range of
imported goods here so you should be able to
find mast things that you need, and if not, this
is where using your imagination and
improvising will stand you in good stead.
Obvicusly it is not the bits and pieces and the
food that makes people think they are
celebrating Christmas, or is it? Some of you
will see Christmas as a secular festival and so
maybe these things are important. For those
of you that have children, that will probably be
the biggest reason that you will want to keep
Christmas intact with all the trimmings,
because so doing will make home seem a little
nearer,

Perhaps the most difficult part in
Christmas improvisation will be finding
suitable gifts and this is not as easy as 1t
sounds. Just veering off the subject a little, we
sometimes have problems buying things
here, but 50 do Chinese people when they
buy things abroad. As an example, several
friends went to Hong Kong and purchased
iPads, as they are a lot cheaper there. They
then found that the plugs are English style so
to use them on the Mainland requires also
buyving adaptors. They happlly used them in
Hong Kong and didn't realise untll they came
back here that there was a problem, Actually
one or two complained that they found it
confusing to change the setup from English to
Chinese. Yet another friend had a problem

with a smartphone that she purchased
abroad, but which developed a fault when she
returned 1o the Mainland. With no after care
service In place here she was left with the
problem of having to get It repaired at her
own expense. 5S¢ my point is, it is not easy for
any of us!

You may by now have realised that you
don't necessarily have to do a lot of hard work
sourcing Christmas paraphernalia when so
many hotels and restaurants provide
Christmas already prepared. It is at this kind of
time that it will hit you that Tianjin is really a
great place to live, and it has definitely come
out of the shadow of its bigger and richer
cousin, Belling. If you dont really have an idea
about what to do and what to buy etc, then
you definitely need to check out Dr. Jin our
companion small magazine, which contains a
lot of information about what is on offer here.
We have done the hard work so you don't
have to.

Our wonderful Intemational Schools, as
no you are surely well aware, are also busy
with their preparations and they are doing a
great job in helping the students to realise
that Christmas is not all about receiving gifts.
No doubt the teachers are glad of the chance
of the long holiday to head off home and
celebrate with their families, | dont go home
at this time, | go home In the summer when
the heat and the mosquitoes combine forces
to drive me away. [t seems strange talking
about heat and insects now, summer seems

50 far away.

If you are staying here and are not wo
happy about it, think about the consumer
madness that will be going on back home,
Every year the British govemment advises
people not to get into debt to finance
Christmas. The shops there have been selling
Christmas stuff for months and when | think of
the frenzied buying and how there is nothing
of the sort going an here, it really feels quite
strange. My friends regularly send me emails
telling me about how the shops, streets and
public transport are hell, and that makes me
even more glad that | am here.

However it has to be remembered that
we endure something simllar at Spring
Festival, although | think one good aspect of
Spring Festival is that, although they do give
gifts, they don'’t bankrupt themselves in order
to do so, and they usually only give gifts to
family and extremely close friends. A gift will
be presented to a family from a family, there is
no regquirement to present each person with
an individual gift. | like the fact they have the
right idea, that the festival is mainly an
occasion to get together for precious family
time,

Yes it is definitely strange being on the
other side of the world, which Is mostly
celebrating Christmas, when It largely passes
people by here. Whatever your views,
whatever your plans, being able to have the
privilege to come to China and live here
should be something that we are grateful for,
as for most people, we have been handed a
one-off once in a Iife time opportunity. One
day most of you will go home and you will
take with you many wonderful and not so
wonderful memories.  In time the bad
memories and experiences wil pale and you
will fondly remember being in Tianjin as one
of the most interesting phases in your life. No
doubt you will long remember how you
prepared for Christmas and how you spent it
here. Time is indeed more precious than
money. Once spent money can be made
again, money can come back. Time, once
spent is gone farever, likewise when you leave
here you may never have another opportunity
to come back. Leave your mark here, leave the
local people with a good impression of you,
although Christmas comes but once a year,
have the *Christrnas spirit™every day and try to
do something worthwhile, even if it is only
smiling at the person who sweeps the streets.
Things like that are remembered and
treasured by Chinese people, who don't have
Christmas, but they do have us, temporarily
that is. Maybe you can ask yourself; this
question; What kind of gift am | as far as local
people are concemed?
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By Paula Taylor

Ethan and his cupcakes

good business cpportunity is ane that

fills the supply and demand criteria. The
best business opportunity is something that
no-one else is doing at that moment in that
place. Cue Ethan Grant who has a coffee shop
at Magnetic Capital (Ac Cheng). Actually |
shouldn't really describe his establishment as a
coffee shop, as it is so much more than that
For instance the name, Wonoman (WM) has a
story behind it, it was originally supposed to be
a café for women, nc men needed, so it is a play
on words, woman-no-man. Do we need
another coffee shop at Magnetic Capital, as we
are not short of them there? This place is very
different. For a start he is offering cupcakes
with your coffee. Absolutely nobody else has
thaught of that idea there. For another thing,
his place is also seling a lifestyle. He sells
fashion and *things". Everything can purchased.
If you like the cup you are drinking from why
not buy it? If you like the chair you are sitting in,
buy it and take it home with you. As we sat at
our table drinking coffee my friend noted that
the table had a price tag on it Ethan told me
that he plans to keep everything fresh and new
by selling the furniture and buying new pieces
so that the shop will always look different.

As this concept is cutting edge here, | was
interested to find out a bit more about Ethan.
He is originally from America but seems to have
been wandering the globe a long time. The
first ime | went to his shop he was talking
fluent Korean to a colleague, which was really
confusing as the colleague was Chinese and
Ethan can speak Chinese toco. | sensed that
there must be yet another story behind this,
and he told me that he grew up in Karea as his
parents were university teachers. Because of
his skill with the Korean language, as a child he
was quite famous, regularly appearing on
Korean TV. In fact he was the Korean equivalent
of Da Shan, the Canadian man famous for his
excellent Mandarin and cross-talk skills. 1 can
see that it must have been fascinating for them
to have a Westem child speak Korean like a
native. Korean is notoriously difficult to master
as they have different words depending on
who you are speaking to, age and status needs
1o be taken into account, Chinese [s a little like
that but Korean is much more so, hence when
learning Korean you have 1o learn several sets
of words, Ethan has also lived in Guangzhou for
ten years and has a Chinese wife and a six year
old daughter. He amived In Tianjin just two
months ago and is currently dazzling the locals
with his eclectic style,

Although he reminds me of a king
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presiding over his very own small kingdem, |
think it must be impossible to find a more
laidback businessman. The shop is filled with
bric-a-brac and memarabilia which reflect his
many travels. | felt very nostalgic looking at all
the bits and pieces from England.

| asked him why he decided to come to
Tianjin and he told me that his partner’s wife is
from Tianjin and she suggested it would be a
good place ta open his café. Previously he was
in the fashion business and that is why the café
alsa sells very good quality clothing like pure
new wool coats and a host of stylish
accessories.  In keeping with the Korean
connection, all the dothes are from Korea and
he has plans to go to the States and England
and import fashions from there. | liked the fact
that he does not want to do deals with big
fashion houses, he wants to keep everything
small and individual. Ethan has some radical
ideas on what kind of food he wants to offer
guests in the future and he has lots of ideas for
the shop itself, in fact WM looks set to get more
and more interesting as time goes on.

Thus WM will appeal to many people on
several levels. It also has the added attraction
of being a little cheaper than most coffee
shops and his cupcakes are priced from 10rmb
for an ordinary cupcake, to 18rmb for a fancy
decorated one. | had never eaten cupcakes
before, | always avoided them as they look too
sickly sweet, but | have to say that Ethan's are
delicious and even my Chinese friends liked
them. This is a big deal as Chinese people think
our deserts are far too sweet. In fact one of my
friends sald that her cake was too pretty to eat,
she wanted to keepit. She had to satisfy herself
by taking its picture, as you do.

People here like new things so they will
be attracted by that, but newness in itself is not
enough to sustain regular business. Another
attraction of this shop is its sheer differentness.
Is it 2 coffee shop, a cake shop, a furniture shop,

In fact one of my
friends said that her
cake was too pretty to

eat, she wanted to keep
it. She had to satisfy
herself by taking its
picture, as you do.
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or a clothes shop? 1t is all of these and more.
Ethan has cleverly managed to combine all
these functions without any cne of them being
compromised. They are all separate entities,
but one entity, if that is not a contradiction. The
coffee shop part is definitely a coffee shop,
offering very fine coffee. The cupcake side of
the business is already popular and the kitchen
is very easy on the eye and in open view. Many
restaurants hide their kitchens but WM are
quite proud of theirs and they have nothing to
hide, fyouwant to watch the cupcake making
process you are quite welcome to, The
fumiture and furnishings are all so different to
what you can see elsewherg, It Is obvious that a
lot of time and effort has been spent on
choosing each piece, It s a very surprising
place and if you are looking for an unusual gift,
this is a good place to start. The clothing
section has not been neglected and

A
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everything is of a very high quality. There is no
need to ask if the shoes and boots are leather,
as you have to do in other places, of course
they are leather.

Fthan expects to open other shops across
the city in due time and | am sure that they will
be just as successful as this one already seems
to be, having already established a reqular
clientele in such a short space of time. It will be
exciting to see what kind of menus they finally
come up with, and although Ethan told me a
few Ideas of his, | don't want to spoll 1t for you, it
is best If you go along and see for yourself. |
suspect it will not be too long before Ethan
finds that the current premises are too small for
his growing fan base, In answer to my original
question, do we need ancther ¢offee shop at
Ao Cheng? Yes Indeed, You no doubt have
heard of boutique hotels, well Ao Cheng now
has its very own boutique coffee shop.
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4D CINEMA

-

ust recently | had even more proof that

Tianjin is really keeping up with
technology as far as the rest of the world is
concerned. 40X cinema has arrived! | tock a
trip to the CGV cinema at the top of the Lotte
Mall at Dong Ma Lu, and was pleasantly
surprised by the luxuricus atmosphere. For
the uninitiated 4DX cinema is where you are
made to feel part of the action, which is

achieved by various things happening to you
in your seat. | have to say it was a very realistic
experience.

The theatre itself is relatively small and
this is quite deliberate, it makes the
experience even more special. At 140rmb the
tickets are not cheap, but if you buy a VIP card
at 300 rmb, you will be able to watch 2D and
3D movies at the vastly reduced rate of 25

by Paula Taylor

For the
uninitiated 4DX
cinema is where
you are made to
feel part of the

action, which is
achieved by
various things
happening to
you in your seat.

rmb, and you will also be able to buy 4DX
movie tickets at a very low 50 rmb. Ifyouarea
reqular clnema goer it will be worth your
while to do this. | also think that the tickets
being on the expensive side is a good thing,
as after paying so much, only people who
genuinely want to see the film will be there.
Hopefully it will keep out those who are not
really interested in watching the film. | have
heard horror stories of Chinese cinemas,
where some people smoke and many use
their mobile phones as if they were the only
ones there, thereby totally spoiling the film for
others. However | am happy to report thatin
this cinerma there is no unsociable behaviour.

As you walkinto the entrance you will be
given the 3D glasses, which are all nicely
wrapped, this was a relief as | always worry
about who has been wearing them before
me. My friend offered to buy me some
refreshments and was relieved when | said |
only wanted a bottle of water, priced at a
reasonable 4 rmb. Other snacks and drinks
range from the affordable to the luxury treat
price, but if you are going to spend this much
on a ticket, you may as well go the whole hog
and enjoy the whole experience. There are
several theatres in this complex and the films
change on an extremely regular basls, so you
will have to be sure to check what film Is
playing on the day you wish to go, as they
may not be showing the films that they were
playing the day before.

The actions films that are popular now
are particularly suited to 4DX. The film | saw
involved a scene with a giant stone man,
when he walked the earth shook —and so did
we. When the heroes were flying up through
the universe, it seemed as if we did as well,
Not only did our individual seats move, the
whole section did. | thought at first that
someone was kicking the back of my seat and
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| kept turning around to look, but of course
there was nobady kicking me. It took 2 while
for me to realise that it was all part of the 4D
effects. My friend kept on taking her 3D
glasses off and | couldnt understand why.
When | asked her, she said “Ch you can still
watch the film without the glasses!” |
patiently explained to her that the whole
point of it is that you are made to feel part of
the action, and if you watch 3D or 40 films as
though they are normal 20, you have totally
wasted your money, you may as well just go
and watch a 20 film.

As she did not understand the 4D
concept, | wonder if others will, but strangely
enaugh, this new technology is only widely
available throughout Asia at the moment,
there only seem to be limited theatres in
Europe that are using this technology. Have
you ever seen a 4DX movie in your country? If
you have perhaps you can let me know, |
would be interested to find out. In 2010 the
first audiences to be Introduced to 4DX
cinema were In Korea. They were quickly
followed by Beijing, and after that many other
Asian countries followed suit including
Thailand and then Israel, Hungary, and in April
of this year, Tokyo. Altogether worldwide
there are 43 4DX cinemas.

Some countries are having advanced
discussions about the possibility of having
4DX cinemas, and these include Australia,
Canada and the US. Strangely enough the UK
does not seem to figure in these plans and |
wonder just what the criteria is.

In 2010 when 4DX first appeared, in that
year alone audience figures reached 70
million, Just one year later that figure had
grown to a 160 million, and by 2013 total

worldwide audience figures had reached a
staggering 60¢ milllon,

Why is thls cinematic experience so
popular? Let us take a closer look at the
special effects involved. Water effects such as
mist and rain can be felt, although some
people may not be particularly enamoured of
this. Explosions fog and smoke seem toc come
through the screen, obviously this particularly
suits action movies. Weather effects suchas a
gentle breeze or a storm can be felt from the
comfort of your seat. Flashes of lightning
from a thunder storm are just inches away. If
you are watching a nice gentle film,
sometimes bubbles fill the auditorium
creating a fantastical atmosphere and a
variety of scents and aromas can be smelt. In
the film that | saw two characters were

standing by a lake and we could smell the
flowsers.

| felt It was an interesting experience and
if you choose the film carefully the expense is
well worth it. | think it should be experienced
at least once, and as the UK has no 4DX yet
being in Tianjin has enabled me to see what
all the fuss is about. If you want to go on a
special date or just want to try something
different and want to impress a friend, then
take them to this cinema, they are sure to
appreciate ft, although as | said you need to
choose the film carefully. If you are a fan of
action or horor films and your companion is
not, introducing them to this cinema medium
may be a [ttle too much for them as 1t 1s so full
on,

The cinema management told us
“Chinese people are not well acquainted with
4D movies yet but that will change in the near
future. CJ4DPLEX is the only company which
provides the full service that maximizes the
value of the movie from properly
programmed motion chairs and environment
effects. The 4DX key slogan is “I'm in the
movie® and most audiences agree. 4D is the
core of the future film industry”.

40X is described as an absolute cinema
experience and | would have to agree with
this. 1don't usually goto the cinema to watch
films as | can't be bothered, | just wait until
they come out on DVD, however this time |
was glad that | made the effort. Hereafter
sitting at heme watching a CVD will never be
the same again.

For more further Information, please
consult MrLiYuan Long (F=TGH%) by

phone 132-4172-4250 or email;
yongvic@cj.net
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The Agent and
Showroom lllusion

t's bean a whie since | spoke to a

manufacturing agent in China. For those
who've never met a manufacturing agent, thesa
agents are basically sales net-warkers working
on commission from factories to connect them
to potential customers.

Now for those who've never dealt with
themn before, heed this warning. It is not an easy
task to be taken lightly. The agents have track
records of very shadowy business doing. In most
cases they are more on the side of their
manufacturer contacts than the dient. It might
be because the manufacturers are the ones who
pay them or maybe because of allegiance or
friendship or being a relative of some degree bt
the important thing is that they probably take
the manufacturing plant side if for any reason a
dispute arises between the parties.

I've been in contact with many agents
through my experience but one of them caused
an unustally large amount of hassle so | wanted
1o tell the story. | met the agent at an industrial fair
during which we spoke about cument business
opportunities in China and we exchanged
contact details to get together in the near future,

A couple of weeks later, | was contacted by

the agent asking me if| am interested in a special
rate for components that | need for produdng
my finished product. Of course | was interested
and was glad to meet him a couple of days later.
| was further interested when | got there and he
told me that we can visit a showroom
containing samples of the product so | can see
real examples of what | need. This is usually a
goad sign 5o | was optimistic

When we reached the showroom, | was
astonished by the extreme amount of different
samples which usually pointed to the size and
ability of the production facility. The product
finish was also great and seemed much more
sophisticated than products that | have seen so
farin the market. | had the purchasing team with
me and they themselves seemed very happy
about the product.

BUT, there's always a catch, isn't there? |
told the agent that he got our attention and |
wanted to visit the facility, This Is where | got the
first shock, | was told that | can't visit the facility
because the agent was working with them on a
commission basis and so | will work with him
and he will In tum work with the producer on a
contract manufacturing basis,

Of course | rejected the idea because |
need to make sure the factory can make the
required product at the correct quality and the
code followed has to abide to the requirements
of the market to which | am exporting. What the
agent was proposing was something that | have
never heard before.

When | seemed annoyed by the idea and
the purchasing team where already thinking
about leaving the agent thought of anocther
idea. He proposed that we sign a contract
between myself and the agent that he will be
the only point of contact between cur company
and the manufacturing company after-which
we can visit the facility and freely discuss the
technical aspects with the manufacturer during
a one time only visit.

This was also not acceptable to me
because | needed continuous access to the
production facility in case there was any
deviation or quality drop or modification that |
would require or just to keep an eye on
everything going on, This seemed 1o anger the
agent hut he appeared composed and thought
of one more solution, He proposed that | get
access 1o the facility upon informing him 30 days
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| would have discovered
the issue later of course
through testing and
performance trials but it

would have been a long
and tedious process with
much time, money and
effort lost in a pointless
endeavor.

before the visit.

Again, this was too complicated for me
and | just didn't understand why someone
restricted my visit to the plant if | sign a
partnership contract with him obliging me to
buy through him only, Also | thought that the
factory would honor the agreement and refuse
to deal with me directly. In any case, | told him
that we will study his offer and get back to him
and the following day at the office we started
studying the proposal and thought about it
from various points of view,

We always stopped at the same question:
why woukd the agent insist that | get a 30 day

permission Tn advance to visit the factory? Was he
hiding something or was the factory hiding
something that | wasn't supposed to know? Or
didn't he trust us and feared that we would
disclose details about the visit to some third party.
This was a very difficult thing to understand in all
cases 5o | decided to get some help.

| contacted the American Chamber of
Commerce in Shanghai and spoke to a contact
there who was recommended to me as a
resource about such issues. | told her the whole
story and she seemed interested in the part
about the showrcom and the agent and
seemed even more interested when | reached
the part about the permission to visit the factory.

When | got to that detail, she told me that
she has a contact at the German Chamber of
Commerce who had such an experience befora
and | should contact her to get some more
information. So | contacted the German
Chamber of Industry and Commerce in Beljing
and spoke to the contact about my story and It
was a bull’s eyel

The chamber officer knew exactly what |
was talking about the told me what the whole
thing s about. It seemed lke a very difficult
thing to believe but it was logical as well. She
told me that these agents are not always legit
and sometimes they didn't have actual factories

1o deal with and based their business model on
the showrocom. What they did was buy recycled
or retumed second rate products from the
market at extrernely discounted rates (nearly
scrap pridng) and spend a bit more on finishing,
paints, packaging and other easy to fake
appearances to foal the customer into buying.

That explained why the finish was so much
better than normal parts in the markets, it was
because the whole product is fake and only the
finishing was real so the agent could afford to
spend more on finishing because he didn't spend
much on the product itself What | wanted 1o
know was what he was going to dowhen | askto
see the factory even if | get to do so after 30 days.

She simply answered "he'll have time to
fake 1 When you go, the factory will actually be
making prototypes for your product for just
those hours you're there!” | was shocked by the
simplicity by the answer. But Tt was actually very
possible. | mean if a factory has the correct
equipment, they can easily prepare a "demo!” of
my product's manufacturing to show me that
they are making it | can de it in three weeks if |
wanted to do sol

Of course once | understood that issue |
was clear that the big discount | was going to
get was for a severely lacking product and that
the deal is off. | would have discovered the issue
later of course through testing and perfermance
trials but it would have been a long and tedious
process with much time, money and effort lost
in a pointless endeavor.

As a general piece of advice, try to avoid
working with agents as much as you can and
make direct contact with manufacturers if at all
possible. ifyou have na other choice but to waork
through an agent, then make sure through
strong contracts and through networked
information that you're choosing the correct
partner to avoid a long and painful process of
comection down the path.

Of course | don't want to say that all agents
are like that but it is always a good idea to be
wary when you first meet an agent with a
showroom who insists on keeping the
manufacturing process out of bounds from your
team since it is usually an indicator that
something is wrong.

As for my agent, | sent him a brief emall
saying that "we have studied your proposals and
we find them incompatible with our company's
ethical conduct” after which | didn't hear back
from him so | think that brief message was both
strong and clear.,

Please send your comments and questions
10 Moe via moghareeb@gmall com
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Passion, Enthusiasm,
Detail, and Challenge

s we all know, the Food & Beverage

Department can be crucial to the hotel
business and the director of this team will be
the key person taking the hotel business to a
new |evel. Recently Mr. Robin Liu, a typical
Beijing man with years of hotel experience
Joined The Westin Tianjin and now Is working
with the whole team,

JIN: First of all, could you please
intraduce your working experience and tell us
when you started your career in the hotel
industry.

Robin: As you can recognize from my
accent, | am a typical Beijinger and my major
was hotel management when | was in school.
In 1997, | started my hotel intemship in the
housekeeping department in Beijing. During
the one year internship, | found that this
position cannot allow me to meet hotel
guests face to face often, because most of
them were leaving or had not yet arrived
when | was working. | prefer to interact with
guests directly and after my observation of
other departments, | discovered that the food
& beverage department is what | wanted,
because | would be able to talk to guests
everyday. Therefore, | started to work in the
Beijing Peninsula Palace officially after one
year intemship.

JIN: What is the biggest benefit you have
received from the hotel industry so far?

Robin: | should say joining the
pre-opening team of the Beijing Grand Hyatt
extremely enriched my working experience. |
was very proud of what | did and acquired a
great sense of accomplishment. | saw that a
building came from nowhere; empty rooms
became comfortable guest rooms and a one
person team developed intc dozens of

people.

JIN: What's your strategy in the food &
beverage department at the Westin Tianjin?

Robin: We are planning to attract mere
guests next year, and we would like more local
customers to come to the hotel restaurant,
this is the key ambition for 2014. After the
discussion among all departments in our
hotel, we are confident and able to compete
with local restaurants, no matter the price,
menu, facilities, and faculty. As you can see, we
have even added photos of the dishes on the
menu with lower prices to make them clearer
and easier for customers to order. Moreover,
we also provide extra service with no extra
charge, such as traditional instrument
performances in the Chinese restaurant, etc.
We hope to provide a wonderful dining
experience and guarantee that there are a
variety of options for every customer with

different budgets. Therefore, come and try our
new menu, business lunch or 98RMB set

menu.

ISETAN Binhai New Area Shop
SPECIAL INFORMATION

NSETAN

www.isetan-tianjin.com

;@@ iR)
Luxunous Seufood Po

[for 223 people}

DPELIGHTS
International Food
%M KM

Eﬁﬂ
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U (2A 4 BT HEE)
Kimchi Miso Pot

. tfor'2 people, one noodle hdudedl

TH : 622-6554-1038
4r TEI0~-H:38 (19: 13:00)
TH0~-2288 (10: 2608)

Cream Of Com Soup Bl EKS Cream Of Com Soup BMEAH Pumpidn Soup 2 E LT
Garden SaladTSE DA 5 e " Garden Salad/EEDE Garden SsladfE @
Braised Veal Beaf, Moroced Styla ; ’ = GriklAry_.lsVa‘alEﬁFﬂB Gailled Bonelegs Chicken
MRS o - RERENYCE Tight Fillat W/ ernon & Hebs
Panna CotaS M T Panna Cotta TR T HirmEEnR
Parna CotaZ i T
TEL: 822-8554-1087

Sastsn.

1E88-2240 (18: 2t08)

ADD TEDA MSD No.62 2nd Avenue TEDA Tianjin

Tel:6527-1111 Hrs:11:00-21:00(Restaurant 11:30-22:00)




Past events
2013 Fall Property Market Update and New Hotel Tour
Thursday, October 24 - The Ritz-Carlton Tianjin

On Oct 24t AmCharn China Tianjin hosted this Tianjin property market update with Michael
Hart and Durrell Mack from Jones Lang LaSalle at the newly opened the Ritz-Carlton, Tlanjin,
30 audiences attended this event and shared thelr questions or observatlons with regards to the

presentation that analyzes the ongoing rapid development of the Tianjin real estate market featuring the construction and cclmpletian of new projects and traditional

areas transformation.
Following the report, 2 tour of the new Ritz-Carlton Tianjin was amanged.

Upcoming events

2013 China Tax & Business Seminar: Challenges and
Opportunities During Reform
2:00-500 PM, Friday, December 6 — Renaissance Tlanjin Lakeview Hotel

AmCham China, Tlanjin, in conjunction with European Chamber, German Chamber,
Hongkong Chamber, Swiss Chamber and PricewaterhouseCoopers imvite you to join this China
Tax & Business Seminar.

During this event, we will bring together cur leading professionals to share their insights
and commenits,

Highlights
» Steating clear of the "Mine Aekd” under Customs Valuation
«Tax and foreign exchange Issues of senvice fee remittance out of China after the
implementation of Circular 40

«Transfer pricing - intencomnpany service and year-end adjustment

+Tax considerations when handling equity transfer of a legal entity in Tianjin

« Impact of turnover tax reform to manufacturing companies and the possiole

response

« Update on the PRC saclal security, entry and exit adminstration laws and Individual

Incorne Tax planing strategies
Please note: The speech will be given in Chinese. X FEEIES H 3,
Speakers:

Ketvin Lee, Director, Tianjin, China Tax & Business Advisory Services PwC

KRR R ERESREHF T AN FESREE

Zhanjun Wang, Senlor Manager, Tianjin, China Tax & Business Advisary Services PwC

LN E R ERER SRS THER T

Sophia Li, Senior Manager, Tianjin, China Tax & Business Advisory Services PwC

e Aok R o S R A A A e R AR Tl

Peter Zhang, Senior Manager, World trade Management Services Pw(C

WEORE R FERS MR KR AL

Frank Liu, Manager, Tian)in, Transfer Pricing Services PwC

BN R R RS TR A

Hao Dong, Manager, International Assignment Services PwC

HEKETABESEEEE, EREE
Program:

200 - 230 PM: Registration and Networking

230-500 PM: Presentation and Q&A
Venue:

Conference Room 1+2, 2nd flocr, Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

FHRREE2ESTE+2

8in Shui R, Hexi District, Tianjin

R E T X K

Tel: 86-22-58223388
Registration:

Cardholding members pay in advance: RMB100

Cardholding members pay at the door: RMB100

Employee of member companies: RMB100

Nor-members: RMB200

Reglstration deadline s at 12:000m, Thursday, December 5.

Dialogue with the Tian)in Government &
2013 AmCham China Tian]in Annual
Appreciation Reception

530-8:30 PM, Thursday, December 12
Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

AmCham China Tianjin cordially Invites you to attend this year's
Dizlogue with the Tianjin Govemment and the Annual Appreciation
Reception on December 12 at the Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel.
This is the Tianjin chapter's most important government relations event
of the year. The evening will provide an opportunity for members to
communicate with the Tianjin government officlals on the current
economic climate and development trends in Tlanjin. It is an
opportunity for the American business community in Tianjin to discuss
issues and concerns. The event also provides an opportunity for
members to meet with US Embassy officials and celebrate the
achievements mace this year.

This year, AmCham China President Mark Duval, who took the
positlon In July, will attend the event. He will be jolned by Patrick Wang,
AmCham vice president for Government Affairs, and others from the
Beifjing Office. We have extended invitations to Tianjin Vice Mayor Ren
Xuefeng and Dan Kritenbrink, Oeputy Chief of Missicn from the US
Embassy.

Corporate Sponsors {limited to 10);

Member Companies — RMB 8,000

Benefits:

-VIP room access for cne representative

- One page advertiserent on the AmCham China Tianjin's 2074
calendar

-Table with 10 seats (AmCham China reserves one seat per table
for 2 government offidal)

- Prime table position near stage and VIP tables

- Promotion backdrop nest to the registration table
{size:1.2m * 1.8m)

-Company logo on the backdrop at the stage arsa

- Company logo on the table cards and event program

- Company name mentioned in post-event write-up in Business
Now and China Bulletin, plus loge inclusion in Business Now

Tables are reserved cn a “first pay first serve” basis, so sponsors
who pay in full first will be entitled to tables with the best seating.

Registration:
Members advanced online payment RMB 450
Members at the door RWB 500
Employees of member companies RMB 600
Non members RMB 500

Address: Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051
TEL: 86-22-23185075 Contact person: Amanda He amandahe@amchamchina.org \Website: www.amchamchina.org

>

GERMAN CHAMBER
I of Commerce in China = North

EENR
TERBEE - FLRFRILBX EEE
EEN
Past Event
15t German Chamber Soccer Cup Tianjin 2013
Sunday, October 20, 2013

Elght companies, 120 players, one champion — on Sunday, October 20, 2013 the German Chamber of Commerce invited Tlanjin's business
community to its largest event of the year: the 1st German Chamber Soccer Cup Tian)ln attracted more than 250 spectators! Tianjin's local Geman
companles Bauer, Continental, Siemens Mechanic Unlited (a union of Siemens Mechanical Drive Systems &Winergy Drive Systems), Siemens Electrical
Drlves (SEDL), Stiebel-Eltron, Turck, Volkswagen and Wiirth challenged each other at the soccer fields of the Internatlonal School of Tlan]In (IST).

Winner of this spectacular tournament was the team of Wirth which triumphed over Siemens SEDL In the final round with a total score of 2:1!

Besides the happening on the soccer field, Chinese and German visitors gathered together, enjoying the warm and sunny October day. Children
played at the school playground with a bouncy castle while culinary specialties from the Chinese and German cuisine were served in the nearby
picnic area. At the target shooting competitionTorwandschieflen® every visitor could try his luck to win special prices.

For pictures and more information, please visit our website at: www.deutscher-kammerpokal-tianjin.de.

Upcoming Events:

December 6, 2013: InterChamber Tax Seminar - Challenges and Opportunities During Reform, Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

December 8, 2013: German Christmas Market, The Astor Hotel Tianjin

December 10, 2013: Seminar - A Case Study on how to implement a Manufacturing Execution Systemn (MES), NWS - Tianjin New Wei San
Industrial Co, Ltd.

December 25, 2013: Kammerstammtisch Tianjin, Drei Kronen 1308 Brauhaus Tianjin

German Chamber Tianjin Office:Room 1502, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073
Tel fFax:+86 22 8787 8249
Emall: tanjin@b).china.ahk.de Webslta: www.china.ahk.de



WE ARE SAIT AND LIGHT
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Chinese Legal Consultant Team for Foreign Investors

SMEI TR & By P E R i E

Our customized services in Establishment of WOFE:
We can help you to establish a “Speclal” WOFE as follows:

I. Only 20,000-—40,000 US dollar needed for registered capital

Il. Virtual registered address (favorable rent)

lll. Keeping account, tax retumns and annual inspection

Our customized services in Intellectual Property matters:

l. Trademark Search :

1. We offer trademark searches of the name(s) you desire to register, having regard to the
products/services you wish to offer.

2. We also advise our clients on how to avoid infringement and proceed for registration in case
similar/fidentical trademarks do appear on the Trademark Registry.

Il. Trademark Flling & Reglstration :

1. Filing trademark application, preparing responses to office actions, filing opposition, responding to an
opposition, attending opposition hearings.

2. We provide cost effective and efficient online trademark registration services.

3. We collaborate with our international partners to help our clients register their mark intemationally.

lil. Trademark Renewal :

1. Our trademark renewal service includes preparation of a renewal instruction letter, which undergoes our
quality review process.

IV. Trademark Watch :

1. We perform not only word-search, but also searches of phonetically and visually similar trademarks.

* ConfidentialityfR® # CommitmentZ&iE * Professional I * Teamwork FIBA

It’s time to find a more

™\ o™ HR-WDO SERVICE
> ADFURBAHIIM

I p i
'::\ yir WO
o o
%)::"‘:'mf I m LOGOSCOLLEGE MANAGEMENT
LR aﬁ ’ l “ ﬁ “s CONSULTING CO.LTD
~ Mt . . HEEEmEERAT
fﬁbﬁ:ﬁkﬁfﬁmﬁﬁﬁ? ch:azf'll)'llanjin Hi-tech Industry Park, TE L - 1 57 22239397

gﬂlogm;)gp?s?awﬂmems.mm Wahbslte: www.logosdm.com FAx = 022—837 1 5257

International, Domestic and Local Moving (door to door service)
EE, B, TSR ( IHES)

Houging Search and Relocation Services

Wl E I R ERSE

Office Moves

I ENT

Document Storage and Warechouse Provides

Bl ara G Lo

Customs House and International Insurance Brokers
HEH O X/RRRE

Equipment Moving / Professional Packing
EEMERNTLAR

Exhibition, Live Events and Fine Art Logistics Services
JRYE, i, ZREWERS

eexomoue GNP JIMA S

Liaigon office: Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Tianjin, Qingdao, Dalian, Wuhan
i, bl SR, R, ME. XE, RRERESNE

®
REX SERVICE
Add: No.19-1620, Service Apartment, Magnsetic Capltal Bin Shul X| Road,

1009 Effort Professional Service Rex Service Nankai District, Tianjin, P.R. China

lhRS, RATEAL Hyuk: o3RRI 2K A R SRS 2 1 9 S R 16200
Tel: {5822) 8378 8311 Emall: bd@rexgroup.net  www.rexrelo.com

Hotline: 400-882-1060 A Class Licence: 1200000217

ERAHAANAREE
TEANIR bl CLL

bt v A= st ey

(R TIANJIN HR CLUB

HR CLUB Training: Deep Explanation on Labor Contract Law

In the afterncon of Nov. 1% of 2013, the training named “Ceep Explanation on Labor Contract Law"was held in the meeting rcom of Winner Law Firm.,
This training is one of the series of monthly activides of HR CLUB, delivered by Lawyer Xu Yong Ge, the senior lawyer and Labor Law expert of the Winner
Law Firm, More than 30 HR Professlonals Jolned tralning,

ir. Xu explalned current implementation of Labor Contract Law Amendment, polnted out the key polnts which HR professlonals must pay attention.
With his rich knowledge and experiences in Labor Contract Law, a lot of practical solutions were dellvered to all participants.

HRCLUB Members Activity Plan of 2014 has been launched, There will be at least two acthvities for
club members each month. {Log on HRCLUB website to see the detalls)

If you are specialized or interested in HR Profession

If you would like to communicate and share with others

If you agree on HR CLUB Membership relative Rights and Obligations

Welcome to join us —The most dynamic and professional HR Organizationsl

Grow Up Together!

Upcoming Event

» HR CLUB Certified Course: HR Best Practice
P HR CLUB Certified Course: HR Master Course
b The Best HR Manager Awards Show

» HR CLUB 2013 Year-End Party
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WHERE WILL IT

ALL END?

by Paula Taylor

W e all know that Chinese people love
their children to death, and we all
know that this is not necessarily a good thing,
especially if that love manifests itself by giving
in to every wish and desire expressed by their
children. Parents and doting grandparents do
absolutely everything for their offspring,
thereby effectively rendering thern practically
helpless. By the time they leave home to go
10 university, a large number of them are
unable to do simple tasks llke clean up after

themselves.

Many of the students do not know how
to cook, although strictly speaking, whilst they
are at university there is no requirement for
them to have this kind of skill as there are no
cooking facilities, hence many students rely
on the student camteens or buy such
delicacies as pot noodles, full of M5G and
chemical flavourings. This sets some of them
up for a lifetime of bad eating habits, if their
mothers are not around to cock for them

However, once they
are abroad, even
though flying back

is relatively easy
and lasts just hours,
they do not come
home that often.

when they leave university they simply carry
on eating outside. When | asked my friend
why she always ate junk from the strest
vendors, she was surprised at my question.
Although she had left university three years
before, it had not occurred to her to start
cooking for herself so she still eats things that
| would not feed my dog on, and
consequently she always has stomach
problems.

Of course this cossetting by family
members means that many students do not
make good roommates. They suddenly find
that when they take their dirty clothes off,
there is no-one to wash them and they have
to do it for themselves. Some can't and even
go to the extent of visiting home regularly
and taking their washing with them, For the
ones that live too far away from home 1o go
back often, they make use of the post office
and send their dirty clothes back home, which
are then laundered and posted back.

They find that their roommates are not
interested in cleaning up after them, as they
too are used to someone else doing it for
them. They are not trained to think about
ather people, and they find that whereas at
home they are the centre of the universe, thelr
roommates do not give them the worship
that they think they are entitled to, as the
roommates themselves are puzzled that thelr
status has changed too. (Consequently
conflict is rife. The university rooms
commenly have 6 or 8 people to a room. Cne
fiiend told me that her roommates are all
fighting because of unscciable habits. Apart
from the cleaning problems, there are some
that think nothing of phoning their friends at
1200 am. even though the lights have
already been switched off, and others are
trying to sleep. Darkness does not deter the
selfish and complaints include watching films
or using QQ late at night. Some of my friends
are always exhausted because of they can

EDUCATION

only get to sleep when all In the room are
ready to do so.

These parents are not actually helping
their children. They think that they are making
life easier for them, but all they are doing is
making a burden for others, which makes
their children disliked. Cne friend found a job
but was not pulling her weight at work. The
supervisor criticised her and she came to me
in tears. | tried to get her to understand that
the supervisor was justified, but she just felt
that it was unfair, probably she was not used
to being criticised.

Many parents are also under pressure to
send their children abroad to study. This is a
massive sacrifice and not just a financial cne.
As far as the financial side is concerned, | have
known of parents who have sold their house
to fund their children’s education abroad. Itis
not always appreciated and some just
concentrate on having a good time. Finally let
of the leash and being free of the constraints
of family, friends and teachers, they have a
whale of a time, don't get the good grades
they need and effectively waste thelr parents’
money, When they come back and cannot
get a good Job, their parents find excuses for
them,

There is though a far greater sacrifice,
they have to let go of their only child.
Whereas here they would have been involved
in their child’s life even in making miniscule
decisions, they find themselves cut
completely out of the picture when their child
goes overseas. If that child does study well
and manages to secure a coveted job abroad,
the parents will be lucky if they see their child
ance a year. Here, their children are willing to

endure horrendous train joumeys lasting days
just go home for spring festival. However,
once they are abroad, even though flying
backis relatively easy and lasts just hours, they
do not come home that often. As faras Spring
Festival is concemed, we can understand as it
occurs during term time and so they are not
able to just take time off to come back
However once they are working and are free
to take holiday, there is no guarantee that they
will do so.

Of course we have the solutions, don't
spail your child, don't always say yes, make
themn learn to be independent from a young
age, impose family rules etc. etc. | give my
friends this advice, but they tell me they are

not able to stick to 1t as their own parents will
forbid them to discipline their child. | think
that secretly they are happy that they can use
this excuse as they really don‘t want ta enforce
discipling, even if they didn't have to factor
their parents into the equation. They shudder
at the thought of even light physical
punishment. When | tell them stories of my
own childhood they think that my parents
should have been put in prison because of
regularly dishing out physical punishment, {I
will have to tell my parents this). | tell them
that what my parents did they did for my own
good and it resuted in me being
independent from a young age, which in tum
made me self-confident. Anything | wanted |
had to get myself with absolutely no help
from them, and | am a better person for it. |
was also aware of the boundaries which they
warned me not to cross.

It Is heart-warming that Chinese parents
love thelr children so much, but it Is a shame
that their desire to pander to their child’s
every whim is ruinous. My friends with
children tell me that they admire people like
Bill Gates, who has told his children there will
be no inheritance for them as he is donating
all his wealth to charity, but they also thinkit is
tenrible that his children, despite having such
a rich father, will have to make their own way
in the world. Still, one or two of my friends are
attempting to bring their children up to have
manners and | applaud them for it, as it is not
easy with even their own parents
disapproving of this.
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Cute cartoon cat, powerful Monkey King, and beautiful mermaid...Cn Y AN
November &th, because this day is the “Mask Festlval® at Hopeland ) ase
Kindergarten, children brought their favorite cartoon masks made by e
themselves. The teachers and children were all wearing hand-made e

masks to participate in this activity. The reason why Hopeland started the 5

activity Is to develop children’s aesthetic feelings, cultivate emotions, and ﬂ‘"
> promote creatlvity and cognizance abillty. i] s
. :H[ During the making process, the children together with their families can P
4 l}| develop thelr creativity by using all kingds of discarded materials in a F o ow

@] variety of ways, such as painting and cutting. After the hard work on
design, the children also can share with everyone by bringing them to

L] L
: q kindergarten. Look at those pictures and you will see their masterpieces, J I n M a g aZI n e ’
. TEHERR, el AR, FREEAR, NRAEE—REIIR S t t
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P 'ﬂ RN "EBAY . BTN ORI TNE AT —X0ED. U8 a e a
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Scan the QR code or search JINMAGAZINE to know what's going on in Tianjin...
news, shows, food, party, events, discounts

A AL ANAANY
() L ()

¥ g We know everything about Tianjin! Tell us what you want to know via WeChat!

wwwdintaifung.com.cn

KEHER
FRZRHERE

ENNEEEN L

O E@EHAE
(BEYFEE) 14850/

B 2R EERHRRESD

E) 2IEREE

[ 2RSS 10

O BRL2mEhH , ZEEADER
A4, RPL1007 RSN
H1007T45—SK3E%.

i) Ciwistmas buffet:
RMBI148/person

£3 Fun games

E] Several rounds of lucky draw

) Five levels of prizes

£ Countdown ceremony and gifts
ERRY CHRIS TM 4 5;; sant out from Santa Clause. For
N\ B O 3% T s Rt every 100 RMB you spent, you get

Dally specials afree coupon.
drinks & fuod

and fortune

vouchers)

Ripstiit: MRV ERECLNe2E | Lz, KRS XREREAFEXN=AHRY §1378
' (SN0, T7M & ISHREERD)
& Add: No.62, Jie Fang Baei Lu, Heping District A Add: No.137, Culhang Plaze, 37 Avenue, Binhai Diswict

TEL: 8622-23307233 i TEL: 8622-66292963
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FOLK ART

Chinese Style
Morning Exercise

T ianjin people, and indeed all Chinese
people like morning exercise in their own
way, this is known as “Chinese Style Moming
Exercise” It takes many forms and there are
unigue methods employed by the
participants. This “Chinese Moming Exercise”
was invented by ordinary but enterprising
citizens. The fitness forms vary a lot from
person to person, The sheer scale of this
spontaneous exercise activity is rarely to be

found anywhere else in the world. The
participants who are over 60 years old have
become the main part of the group, and they
aim fc pursue health and happiness.
Therefore, “Chinese style Moming Exercise” for
the old Chinese can be the way to find
themselves, show their perscnality, entertain,
and even communicate with each other
Someore have even described it as the
*Olympic Garnes That Never End".
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Look out There’s
A Foreigner About

By David Wong and Paula Taylor

5 foreigners here David and | have had

different experiences, his have mostly
been good, whilst mine.......... have not
always been good. Here are our respective
opinions.

David says:

My wife, who is from Shandong, is
canstantly asking me to ask for help from local
Chinese. The assistance is in the form of
directions, prices in a department store and
service in restaurants. The request is for help
from Chinese service providers so | do not
understand why | should ask rather than my
wife, since my Chinese is not that good. My
wife explained that it is because | am a
foreigner and people would be more willing
to help a foreigner compared to helping a2
fellow Chinese, who they would be less

Since respect to elders
is important, they need

to know if you are older
or younger in order to
address you properly.
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inclined to help, or even ignore. Why is that?

Genenally speaking, | find that in China,
the local citizens are very hospitable to
foreigners, treating them as guests. My theory
is China has only opened to foreign visitors a
relatively short time ago, compared to western
countries that are mainly comprised of
immigrants, so everyone is literally a foreigner.
However in China foreigners are the minority
and in some smaller cities or rural areas, a
foreigner is unigue, which can lead to stares
which some of us may find offensive. But think
of 1, if you grew up all your life with local
neighbars who all have black hair and are 160
metres tall and a 190-metre, blond haired
person shows up, you would stare too.

China has alsc gone through a long
period of poverty, being the *Sick man of Asia”
from the 1800'% to 1900% and is now emerging
as a powerhouse and world leader. Under this
scenario, Chinese are proud and confident and
wanting ta show the world, and especially the
foreigners here that they have reached this
stage. Therefore they are generous with
offering help and assistance to positively
reinforce this image. However, there are other
Chinese characteristics that need explaining.

Age and costs: How many times have
your Chinese friends asked you:“How old are
you? What Is your salary or how much did you
pay for that? Some of us will find these
questions to be too personal or even rude. My
explanation is they are very competitive and
always striving to compete and compare to
see how well are they doing. The age question
is related to this and to see where they are in
respect to their stage of life. Since respect to
elders is important, they need to know if you
are older or younger in order to address you
properly. This is very common in China, where
the clder person is addressed as “Little Wang,
Xiaoyoungerg /v E"if younger or "Older Wang
Lao Wang 2 F"if older than you.

Line crashers and crowding: It is getting
better now, but | remember 20 years ago, line
ups we unheard of in China. At least now, there
are orderly lines for buses and airline counters.
However you have to be on your guard, if you
leave a space between you and the person in
frant, someone will quickly butt in, Also if you
drive, cars are always forcing In front of you,
Not to mention getting on or off elevators, if
you are not careful, you will be left behind or at
least jostled. The only excuse | can offer s, with
1.3 bilion people, if you are not aggressive,
*You snooze —You lose”.  Remember they are
not doing It to insult you personally,

Paula says:

| am slowly becoming convinced that |
have an invisible sign on my head that tells
people to abuse me and be as unhelpful as
possible to me. My experiences are the total
opposite to David's. People take great delight
in telling me that as | am a foreigner | can't do
this or can't go there. If | ask a question in a
supermarket, the stock answer of the sales
assistants is to shrug their shoulders and say |
don't know" | frequently get into arguments
with taxi drivers because they always try to
cheat me by going on detours, | am very
familiar with the streets around here so most
taxi journeys that | take end in conflict. | got a
taxi from the airport to home which usually
costs 72rmb, but today it cost 113rmb. When |

politely asked the driver “Arent we going a
different way™ he became angry. However
when my Chinese friend told me she got
cheated by a taxi driver that made me really
happy. It made a big difference, because as
long as everyone gets cheated, that’ fine, but
once | know that | have been cheated because
| am a foreigner that is definitely not fine.

Not a day goes past without something
happening. You probably know from
experience that if you buy things from a
market the price goes up, and | know | am
paying more rent than my neighbours
because | asked them what they are paying, |
figure if they can ask me personal questions, |
can also delve into their private affairs,

As David stated, In the West many
countries are made up of immigrants so there
Is hardly a standard look, however they don't
know this here, Even polite enquiries about
whera | am from seem to fum into arguments,

| was in a shop and a woman came in and
immediately asked me where | was from. | told
her England. “You don't look as though you are
from England’; she said suspiciously and loudly
whispered to the shop assistant “Shes not
from England”. |ignored her but she insisted
"You don't look like you are from England” |
asked her what people from England lock like.
“They all have yellow hair and blue eyes,
everyone knows that] she said, her eyes
narmowing. “Not everyone in England has blue
eyes”| said politely. She again said tc the shop
assistant, this time without bothering to lower
her voice “She doesn't look like she is from
England® By this time the shop assistant was
eyeing me up, as obviously as far as she was
cancemned, if someone could lie about where
they are from they are capable of anything. |

had had enough “Exactly how many English
peaple do you know?" | demanded. “None!”
the woman admitted. Honestlyl Why do |
have to get into verbal battles about where |
am from? No doubt after | left the shop she
persisted in telling everyone that she met a
lying foreigner.

On the aeroplane they announced a
special reward card that could be used to buy
cheap flights. | asked for a form. The
Stewardess gave it to me, but when she came
back to collect it, | hadn't filled it in, as it was
obvious only Chinese people could apply for it,
ok fair enough BUT she definitely had a smirk
on her face when | returned the pen she had
lent me but not the form. David finds that
being a foreigner opens doors — | find that it
closes them,
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Two Tientsin Clubs.

By Andrea Klopper

ome the Tianjin winter with its dry cold
c and bleakness, the various expatriate
clubs — of which there were several in the city
- became particularly significant social
centres. Rasmussen noted: “Membership of a
social club enables a resident to meet his
fellows, cheer them up with libations, play a
little mahjahng, bridge or poker and barrow a
book from the [brary® (1925: 304).

The Tientsin Club.

This was the oldest ¢lub, having its roots
in the early days of the concession areas. It
was orighally located on the Daku Road in
what became the London Missionary Society
compound with the Mackenzie Memorial
Hospital. It consisted of three rooms for
reading, smoking and billiards and had a wide
verandah at the end of which was a bar and
then a bowling alley. Clearly this was a place
that predominantly provided for the
recreation of the many men stationed in the
town with its 50 to 60 foreigners. In the 1890s
a number of foreigners revolted against “a
ittle hidebound coterie of Clubland autocrats,
who inflicted their selfish and warped ideas
on a long suffering community® and broke

away to form various other clubs such as the
Tennis Club, Polo Club (Rasmussen 1924: 108).
The small but influential group running the
club (and many of the business enterprises in
the town) could no longer represent the
increasingly diverse interests and demands of
a growing membership so in the 1890s, as
frictions developed, Mr W. Anderson
{chairman of the Astor House Hotel board
from 1897-1916) suggested turning it into a
Members Only club. Later it moved alongside
the Astor Hotel, many of whose shareholders
were members. It is said they donated the
silver used there. Designed by Shanghai
architects AE Algar and PM Beesley, assisted
by F Howard Ford, the foundation stone was
laid in 1903. The new club was described as
consisting of:

"... @ large entrance hall, bar, billiard,
reading, card and board rooms and library,
The billiard room contains five tables and the
board room can be used for concerts and
dances. A bowling alley is attached"
(Twentleth  Century  Impressions  of
Hongkong, Shanghal etc 1908).

Electric  lighting was  installed
throughout as was hot and cold water, and
there was a steam-heating plant, It was a

Although referred to
often as the ‘German
Club; there were British
members although
they did not use it as
widely as the Tientsin
Club with its more
British feel.

The Tlentsin Club shown In a postcard circa 1908
{Courtesy of Leyden 2002: 84)

The Cluk: In the 1920s (Rasmussen 1925)

model for what modernisation had to offer.

Despite being located in the British
concession, it was never known as the British
Club and was not exclusively British, Members
were drawn from all nationalities and a high
value was placed on*..democracy, national
equallty and practical good fellowship®
(Rasmussan 1925; 304),

Today this distinctive bullding s office
buildings for the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress of Tianjin,

EXPATS HISTORY IN TIANJIN

The Tientsin Club building in October 2010 (photo by
A Klopper)

T
Interor of the Club.

The German Club: Concordia.

Criginally started before 1900, this club
was located on Victoria Road. The Peking and
Tientsin Times anticipated its opening on
Christmas Eve 1896, having had considerable
damage done to part of its wall by a“tornado
of considerable violence” with lightning, hail
and rain {PTT Sept 1896: 115). It was to be
damaged again during the Boxer rebellion of
1900 as it was such a visible though small
target. In 1907 it moved into a building of
nec-Romanesque style favoured by Kaiser
Wilhelm | and was on Kaiser Wilhelm strasse
{later Woodrow Wilsan Street, now Jiefang
Nan Lu). It still stands proudly as “a fine and
handsome building®and a Latin inscription on
a second floor wall explains the choice of the
name ‘Concordia’ - "all the people join their
efforts for a common purpose” . Although
referred to often as the ‘German Club; there
were British members although they did not
use it as widely as the Tientsin Club with its
more British feel. There was a “tordial
interchange of patronage”™ and an
international air except that members of the
committee had to speak German (Woods
p191). It was known for its entertainment hall
seating 300 with stage, and there were five
tennis courts outside. Modem extinguishing
appliances were fitted in case of fire,

The distinctive building has remained as
a club but for Communist Party cadres and no
longer has a feel of being in the centre of a
vibant community as most of the
surrounding German-style structures have
been demolished.

The Concordla as the Chinese People’s Pelltical
Consultation Club In 2005 {(phaoto by A Klopper)

The opulerrt [obby with its imposing fireplace and
detalled wood carving.

-

T
- e - L}
The emrance to the Club n 2011

There was alsa the French Club known as
the Cercle d'Escrime which began in the
1890s and was built in 1911 on its current site
on Jiefang Bei Lu. It had a large hall for fencing,
boxing and gymnastics and offered rooms for
bachelors to rent. Today it is the Chinese
Museum of Finance.

The distinctive entrance 2011 (photo by A Klepper}

The Japanese and ltalians similarly had
their own clubs, as did the Jewish community
with their Kunst Club. These provided
accommodation, recreation, networking
opportunities and contributed to building
and maintaining a sense of community:
participation in club life meant participation
in communal life and playing by communal
rules.
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Young Drivers
- To Buy or not?

by David Wong

hina surpassed the United States as the

world's largest market for cars in 2008.
China readways now have almost 70 million
cars and it is expected to triple this amount
by 2020. Is this possible, when traffic is
already so bad now? | live and drive in
Beijing, where there are presently over 5
million cars on the roads and adding 24G,0C0
vehicles each year. It was just announced
that this amount would be reduced to
150,000 for next year.

The demand for cars is certainly
prevalent, because even with the existing
lottery system restricting owners to obtain
car license plates; meaning that your

Car Inspection

chances to obtain a plate is 1 in 36, and there
are over 500,000 applications in the walting
pool, In the USA, there are 700 cars for every
1000 persons, Beijing is 70 for every
thousand and as pecple become more
affluent, there will be more car owners. It
seems that everyones China Cream is:
owning a home and awning a car.

| first visited China in 1986, at that time
there were no privately owned vehicles on
the road. My, that has changed, but so has
the economy. China is now the second
largest economy in the world and has over
one million millionaires with the average age
of these millionalres under 40. For them,

owning a car is a status symbol and showing
that they have made it to the top. This status
symbeol is usually in the form of a luxury car,
and the luxury car manufacturers know this
and have expanded sales in China, which has
become the second largest market in the
world for luxury car sales.

Last year 1.25 million luxury cars were
purchased in China and 1.7 million in United
States. The trend in China is growing and
expected to equal USA by 2016 and
forecasted to be 3 million in 2020 compared
to 2.25 million for the USA. Britain's Bentley
dealers have seen this trend and have
opened 12 dealerships in China. | certainly
see more Bentleys on the road here than in
Canada. The Bentley and the Rolls Royce is
probably the top of the luxury cars. The
Bentley Spur is over 4 million rmb and the
Royce Dragon Phantom is over 8 million rmb.
More Rolls Royce cars are now sold in Beijing
and Shanghai than in London and Beverly
Hills,

The Chinese consumer may be cheated
because most luxury cars sold in China are at
least 30% - 50% higher than abroad.
Although China has a 25% import duty, this
does not explain such a large differential. For
example, the BMW X5 is almost 2 million rmb
in China but only half this amount in Canada
or the USA; just as the Ferrari is 4 million rmb
in China but only $230,000usd elsewhere.
But even with such a difference, there is a
waiting list for luxury cars and dealers are
expanding to have more outlets t try and
meet this increasing demand.

The average age of the Chinese luxury
car buyer is 10 years younger than the North
American buyer. McKinsey & Company
estimates that the Chinese car market will
grow ten fold between 2005 and 2030. As
major cities implement more restrictions on
the number of vehicles, growth will come in
the smaller cities. GM General Motors will
expand its 2900 dealers to 3500 locations by
this year, selling Buick, Chevrolet, Cadillac
and their new Chinese Baojun brand.
Chinese car manufacturers are presently
supplying the regular car market and export
about one million vehicles annually, mostly
to developing countries,

However, a recent study by the
University of Michigan showed that the
respondents, who were under forty and did
not have a driver’s license, had no intention
to obtain a license or a car. One third
indicated that they were too busy; another
third said owning a wehicle was too
expensive and the final portion said that they
were able to catch a ride. The survey authors
indicated that there was a cultural shift and
people were moving from the suburbs to the
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cities where public transportation was
available.

One has to keep in mind that this was a
survey of Americans and probably the
emphasis cn owning a car, as a status symbol
is not a major factor. | would agree that in
China, there are a segment of young people
that de not have any intention to buy their
own car for all the reasons indicated and as
the traffic congestion is becoming worse; it is
faster and cheaper to use a bicycle, bus,
subway or taxi.

The purchase of a car is the worst
investment anyone can make. Once you
drive your car off the dealer’s lot, the value
has depreciated by 30%. The price of gas is
always rising; there are regular and
unforeseen maintenance and repair bills.
There are annual insurance and license fees
and car inspection certificates, every 2 years
for a new car and annual inspections after
that, Depending on the type of car you buy,
the annual costs can be about 40,000rmb
and that is not including any depreciation or
lost capital costs, which translates to over 100
rmb each day, whether you drive or not. You
can take a lot of taxis for this and not have to
waorry about finding a parking space. 5o why
own a car?

As | mentioned, it is a status symbol.
Why do people buy an expensive Rolex
watch? Since everyone has a cell phone, who
needs a single function device such as a
watch? It's “face” T+ Mian Zi, this is an
important factor in China.

What other method can a young
Chinese businessman demonstrate the
status that he or she has attained other than

¥ =-D AV @ DS ONW

* 4 ﬂﬂ.lﬁﬁf‘lu‘._ |
1; n_l"!
JLLLLL
| e UL
LN e =

The average age of
the Chinese luxury
car buyer is 10
years younger
than the North
American buyer.

by having a luxury car? Although the prices
are exceedingly high, for the upper end of
China’s young one child protégés, the cost is
attainable, Auto financing is available but
only 20% of buyers use this debt Their
preference is to borrow from their parents
and with no competition from siblings, this is
an easy option.

But the traffic congestion problem will
get worse. Cities have implemented several
types of restrictions. Beijing has the license
lottery but this can be circumvented if you
buy a second hand car that has plates. This
has also resulted in a second hand car market
that is in turmoil. One can see a used car
priced more expensive than a new car just
because of the plates. Shanghai has
implemented an auction for plates and the
most recent price was almost 80,000rmb,
about the price for a car. Major cities have
implemented daytime restrictions of large
trucks into the inner city. However logistic
companies have reverted to using smaller
vans - "bread cars’ (because the vans look like
a loaf of bread) HE%Mian Bao Che. So
instead of one large truck, there are ten small
vans delivery goods during the day.

Still this traffic factor will not overcome
the need 1o express ones status, One
common solution is to hire a driver to
contend with driving and no need to worry
about finding a parking space; he will just
wait or come and pick up the owner on call.
During the drive, the owner can do his
business via his or her smartphone and show
off in their overpriced luxury status symbol.
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The Yibin Bamboo Sea

by Kyle Knutson

R ustling leaves followed by a light wind
gently wobbling hordes of bamboo
amongst a vast expanse of green were my
overall impressions as | was riding down the
creaky cable car over the Yibin Bamboo Sea in
Southern Sichuan province. It was the end of
the day, and for the first time in all my
traveling in China, | found that taking a cable
car was worth the effort. Seeing the bamboo
from high above, | felt almost like a bird
passing through fts migratory flight. Ok,
although we were going slow, and the cable
car windows needed some washing, the view
was still worthy of a nature documentary. As
hill upon hill, overflowing with bamboo
continued to pass underneath me, my mind
drifted back to the heartache it took to get
here,

“Where are you from?* a rather large
young Chinese gil with huge glasses
randomly asked me. | was at the Chengdu
Xinnanmen bus station (BRARTEE 128
examining the departure gates to see which
one we were supposed to check in at, until
she suddenly thrust her face in front of me. In
a split second, | knew this was more than a
curiosity call. Her eyes told me she wanted
something and that something was money.

Fll admit | was rude. | told her sorry, left
and didn't even answer her question,

It was time to board the four hour bus for
Yibin CEFE) at 9:20am. | purchased my tickets
ane day ahead to avoid any hassle since my
sister and father were with me. Another
group of tourists from Europe were also
boarding the bus and to my dismay, that same

big eyed Chinese girl got on. | wondered
what tricks this girl wanted to pull.

The trip began guiet with some initial
excited chatter about the barnboo forest. But
after about 2 peaceful hours, that big eyed girl
made her move, starting with the Europeans.
“Where are you from? she said. They
answered her and the conversation continued
to be friendly enough. “Do you need a hotel?
We have English service” She began to push
them a little and then some more. We
stopped at a gas station for a break and she
asked again. Finally, the Europeans said, “If we
need a hotel, we will ask you’Then, she started
to ask the other tourists on the bus. | thought
to myself, “We have to put up with this while
being trapped on the bus for two more hours!”
When she got to us, | said, "We don't need a
hotel”

Eventually, the bus passed Yibin city,
where our hotel was, and went directly to the
bamboo forest, about ancther hour’s drive up
some windy beautiful green hills. | didnt
realize that we passed Yibin until it was too
late. 50 now we will need a new hotel after all.
But | certainly didn't want that girl’s hotel.

Finally, we arrived at the main entrance,
and a crowd, which seemed almost as large as
the bamboo sea itself, surged around the bus
waving business card after business card for
guesthouses located inside the forest. A driver
wanted us to employ him for 300 yuan for the
entire day. With a little bit of maneuvering, we
were able to safely distance ourselves from
them and entered the ticket office,

There were maybe a half dozen
government employees behind the main
ticket desk. We bought our tickets and | asked
how far it was to Wanli village, where we were
planning to spend the night and whether or
not the hotels accepted foreigners. They said
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that all hotels accepted foreigners but before
they could tell me how far it was to the
village, the driver for hire came up and started
1o interrupt. He stuck the map of the forest
area in front of me and spoke in a way that |
couldnt understand. Then, the government
employees started laughing and | couldn’t
understand them anymore. Then, the large
young girl came up and started asking if we
wanted a hotel agaln. Then, another young
girl came up and wanted us to hire her as a
tour guide, Ah!

Suffice to say, we made it to Wanli
Village. It was only about 250 meters from the
entrance. Suddenly, no one bothered us
anymore. We found a satisfactory hotel on our
own with a nice enough manager, some
good restaurants and a more friendly vibe, It
was like being in two different worlds: the
outside vs the inside. But I'll never forget all
that trouble we encountered and how no one
tried to control those hustlers. Of course, |
could have been more assertive with them
but wasn't.

By the next day, we explored the area
after taking a cable car. For those who like
simple yet long hikes, this is the place to be.
From Wanli village, we hiked up roads,
streams, villages, mountains and maorel
Everything was paved and the roads were
enveloped by the neon green bamboo.

Probably the best area was the Emerald
Corridor. | remember hearing the calm
creaking sounds of the larger bamboo as if
the whole area were alive with music. Families
were excitedly taking pictures of their
children playing amongst the groves, At the
end of the corridor, we tock a free van ride up
to another cable car, which spanned a
magnificent gorge and opened up into a
valley. As the cable car made its way to the
other side, we just sat there, thankful that we
paid the extra money for the trip. Even more
thankful, was when we arrived at the other
side, descended some stairs and undertook a
trail that was cut right into the cliff with a
multitude of carved statues and temples to

| remember
hearing the calm
creaking sounds of
the larger bamboo
as if the whole area
were alive with
music.

admire {(Don't worry there was plenty of room
to avoid falling off the cliff). On the other side,
we continued to have a great view of the
valley. The trall meandered on and on, much
longer than we anticipated. More bamboo
greeted us at the end of the clif and
eventually parted way to Fairy Lake, a not
quite as magnificent but gocd way to end the
day. We went back to the highway and made
our way back to the first cable car station and
descended back to Wanli Village.

Which lead me back to my reminiscing
in the cable car described in the introduction
to this article. | still couldn't believe what
happened when we first arrived here. By the
end of that day, | was tired, depressed, and
wanted to leave, | was a complete
embarrassment to my sister and father who
were with me at the time, as an inexperienced
and gullible traveler. But after today, it was as
if all that hardship never happened. It
suddenly occurred to me that this is what
traveling is all about and why its so warth it
You will always face ups and downs wherever
you go. But if all you face is downs, don't ever
let that discourage you from finding your ups.
The Bamboo Sea, overall, was definitely an
‘up”experience.
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By Paula Taylor

ust when you thought it was safe to bed

down and hibemate through Tianjin's
long winter months, we go and give you a
reason not to: skiing! Skiing is a great way to get
some fresh air and exercise and fend off your
perennial seasonal-affective disorder. Here we
offer four recommendations for ski resorts
outside, around, and even inside the dity of
Tianjin.

1) Yulong Ski Resort

Yulong is Tianjin's first largescale ski
resort, featuring slopes for all ages and skill
levels. They've also hired ski instructors from
the famous Yabuli Ski Resort in Harbin so you
can brush up on your skills, or leam a new one.
And if you can't ski, or just want to take a load
off, rent an inner tube and fly down the slopes
in style. Come on a weekday for the best
savings.

Add: Yulong Ski Resort, next to Jinwei
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Gong Ly, Hongshuizhuang Village, Luozhuang
Township, Ji County, Tianjin

M. XETIEENEFEEIKERE
BAES EERDH

Tel: 022 2272 B166

Opening hours: Dec 1-Mar 10 {weather
permitting), 9:00-16:0C

Price: 20 RMB (entrance fee), 80 RMB (4
hours, weekday), 110 RMB (full day, weekdays,
110 RMB (4 hours, weekends and holidays), 140
RMB (full day, weekends and holidays)

Getting there: take a bus from Tianjin
Hebei Coach Station {X=EFT{LEIE ) leaving
every 15 minutes from 6:00-19:00 to Ji County
Coach Station (B]E iz then taxi to Yulong
Ski Resort (24258 W)

2) Jizhou Intermational Ski Resort
The only ski resort in Tianjin to include

beginner, intermediate, advanced, and circular

ski slopes, Jizhou is equipped to meet the

B

Jizhou Skiing Resort

needs of almost any skier. However, the skill
level of skiers is generally higher here than
Yulong, so if you're a complete beginner you
may want to leamn the ropes elsewhere before
coming here.

Add: Jizhou Intematicnal Ski Resort, next
to Jinwei Geng Lu, Hengshuizhuang Village,
Luczhuang Township, Ji County, Tianjin

Mot RiETEHEEFFRKE
HaEs, WHERRSS

Tel: 022 2272 7555; 2272 7666

Opening hours: Nev/Dec-Mar, 8:00-160C

Price: 60 RMB/day (Nov 24-30 only), 148
RMB/day {weekdays), 188 RMB/day (weekends
and holidays)

Clothing rental: 30 RMB

2 bus from Tianjin Hebei Coach Station {&
ETIE®EIZE ) leaving every 15 minutes from
6:00-19:00 to Ji County Coach Station (B B &5

DISCOVERING TIANJIN

25 then taxi to Jizhou Intemational Ski Resort
(WH B S5

3) Panshan Ski Resort

Located very close to Jizhou, Panshan is
2lsa equipped for a wide range of skill levels.
However, beginners will appreciate their
careful separation of bunny slopes and
advanced courses, 5o you won't have to warry
about slowing anyone down (or being slowed
down). There's also a designated ski lesson area
for absclute beginners plus a play area for
children.

Add: Panshan Ski Resort, 500m west of
Guanzhuang Township, Ji County, Tianjin

Hht: REHIEFFLBHSLELERE
SPRE00K, BIHEH

Tel: 159 2223 7057

Cperating hours: beginning in Decg,

2:00-16:00

Price: 60 RMB/day (Nov 24-30 only), 148
RMB/day (weekdays), 188 RMB/day (weekends
and holidays)

Clothing rental: 30 RMB {used), 40 RMB
(new)

Tube rental: 60 RMB

Getting there: take a bus from Tianjin
Hebei Coach Station (EETILEiEYE) leaving
every 15 minutes from 6:00-19:00 to Ji County
Coach Station (8] B & 1525} then take a bus or
taxi to Panshan (#u1)

4) Shuidi Ski Center

Located in the Olympic Center Inside the
city limits, Shuidi is easily the most convenient
place to ski in Tianjin. Because these slopes are
campletely manmade, you won't find toc
many of them here. For that reason Shuidi is

perhaps best suited to children and beginner
skiers. Every year they introduced some fun
games besides skiing slopes and its worth
expecting what they will have this year.

Add: Shuidi Ski Center, Olympic Center
{near Lingbin Lu), Binshui Xi Dao, Nankai
District, Tianjin

Hibt: XEEhEFEEKGERADOGE
REE), KHREH

Tel: 022 2382 D533; 2382 0483

Operating hours: beginning at the end of
Dec, 2:00-17:00

Price: 150 RMB/day, 68 RMB/day (group
buying price, visit http://tdianping.com/)

Tube Rental: 125 RMB/hour (group
buying price, visit http://tdianping.com/)

Getting there: take bus No. 8, 301, 302,
3086, i1, $532 to Sport Center R b5}

Shuidi Snow Camival from |ast year
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Korean Air offers ‘Premium Arrival Shower
Service’ for first&Prestige passengers

Korean Air has introduced the *KAL Premium Arrival Shower Service,
offering First and Prestige Class passengers arriving on intemational
flights at Seoul (Incheon International Alrport), complimentary use of
the showers and saunas at the airport’s Hyatt Regency Incheon Hotel.

To take advantage of this service, available from 5 am. to 11 am,, First
and Prestige Class passengers take the free shuttle bus from Arrivals at
Incheon Alrport to the Hyatt Regency Hotel located a few minutes
away. Large luggage can be left at the hotel's concierge desk.
Passengers then proceed to Club Olympus {fitness center) on the
second floor and present their identification and boarding pass. Both

dry and wet far-infrared saunas are available with individual shower
stalls, and cold and hot bathtub facilities for refreshment, rest and
relaxation.

Korean Air makes every effort to provide premium service 1o its
passengers. KAL Premiurn Care Service for First Class passengers at
Incheon Imternational  Airport includes a member of staff
accompanying and guiding passengers from the check-in counter to
the boarding gate. There is also a complimentary baggage wrapping
service using plastic covers 1o protect baggage against potential
damage and contamination.

‘Nurturing Dreams With Korean Air’

An official of Korean Air is talking to children in a hangar of the
company in Gonghang-dong, southwestern Seoul, on Sept. 27. Korean
Air invites third- 1o sixgrade students to its office twice a month to help
them learn about the avlation industry. Durlng the tour, the children
observe several facillties such as the control center, a hangar and the
training institute for inflight attendants, and experience diverse
services offered by the company.

Korean Air’s first home-building project in

Southeast Asia

Korean Air, the leading global carrier, has been actively conducting a
wide array of CSR (corporate social responsibility) activities at home and
abroad over the years. To further extend its community support over
Southeast Asia, the airline has recently partnered with Habitat for
Humanity Philippines to support the Habitat builds for the
underprivileged in the Philippines. This marks the first Korean Airs
home-building project in Southeast Asia.

On Oct. 19, a group of 20 Korean Alr Philippines employees and
outsourced staff gathered at the Manila office and volunteered with
Habitat for Humanity Philippines to help build homes for lowincome
families and informal settler families {ISFs) living in the poor dumpsite
areas in Payatas, Quezon City. At the construction site at Bistekville 1, the
valunteers worked together under sweat and smile as they carried
bricks, sand water and cement around the site, With their great efforts in
mixing mortar, making roofs and woodwork, huts started to come into
shape bringing hopes and homes to the community.

Apart from lending the physical support from its staff members, Korean
Alr also offered various construction materials and donations for Habitat
for Humanity Philippines in building the houses. Once the donated
housing unit is completed, the Korean naticnal flag carrier will be
invited to attend the formal turnover ceremony.

Karean Air helps build homes

with Habitat for Humanity Philippines
: i} lll
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Bloggers Participate in Korean Air's ‘Asian On-Air

Program’

Ccoorganized by Korean Air and the Korea Tourism Crganization (KTO),
the second “Asian On-Air Program™ was held successfully in Secul on
Oct. 17-21 with bloggers from Asia attending. Twelve power bloggers
from the six different Southeast Asian countries - Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailland, Indonesia, Philippines and Vietnam - selected by Korean Air
and the KTO, attended.

Korean Alr invited the bloggers to joln the Korean Air facllity tour at fts
Headquarters which showcased some of the worlds best aviation
facilities, such as the operation control center, hanger, FTD (flight
training device) and the cabin crew training center. Mareover, they
even experienced a complimentary medical checking service at Inha
International Medical Center, which is conveniently located five
minutes from Incheon International Airport.

The five-day *Asian On-Air Program” alsc covered the bustling
metropolis and suburbs of Seoul. In this Korea domestic tour,
participants experienced the Korean traditional culture and beautiful
scenery through visiting Bukchon Hanok Village, Changdeok Palace,
Jeongdongjin and Gyeongpo Beach. Moreover, the bloggers explored
the K-pop, shopping and beauty culture, visiting some famous

shopping venues in Secul such as Apgujecng, lteawon, Myecng-dong
and Hongdae.

Throughout the exciting trip, the bloggers shared live moments and
encounters from their journey with their viewers through their popular
blogs and SNS channels.
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Korean Air to expand code-share with Etihad

Airways

Korean Air has announced an expansicn of its code-share agreement
with Etihad Airways, to include the Middle East and Africa.

Since mid-September, Korean Air has put its airline "KE* code on the Abu
Dhabl-Johannesburg and Abu Dhabi-Muscat routes operated by Etlhad
Airways, In addition, the code share will be extended to Include Abu
Dhabi-Khartoum {subject to approval from the Sudanese government).
The code-share flights between Abu Dhabi-Muscat operate twice a
week and the flights between Abu Dhabi and Johannesburg operate
three times a week. Abu Dhabi-Khartoum flights will operate five times
aweek.

The expansion of the code-share agreement on the additional Middle-
East and African routes, including Johannesburg, brings greater
convenience and choice to passengers travelling to these regions,

Korean Air has implemented a mileage partnership with Etihad Airways,
allowing Korean Alr Skypass members to earn frequent flyer points with
Etthad Airways.

Code-share is an aviation business partnership through which a flight
operated by one airline is jointly marketed by one or more other
airlines. The purpose of code-share is to facllitate travel for customers by

allowing them to travel across the networks of multiple airlines with a
single reservation, in order to reach their final destination.

Korean Alr also has code-share partnerships with 30 other airlines
worldwlde, Including Delta Air Lines, Alr France, KLM, China Southern
Alrlines and Saudi Airlines, providing the most convenient schedules for
its passengers,
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2013 Marriott Hotels Global Customer Apprediation Ceremony

Since 1993, Marriott International
starts to hold the GCAW activities in every
autumn.  The Global Customer
Appreciation Week is simply a chance for
us to personally thank our guests and
§ customners, and to give something back to
the communities we live and work in. As
Marriott International has rapidly grown
up In the global market, this activity
already becomes an  organizational
tradition to lead each brand and sales team 1o participate in it. In this
year, Mariott |nternational has planned for a weeklong festival of
community engagement, known as Global Customer Appreciation
Week (GCAW), from the 28th of October to the 1st of November in
thanking our customers for their business.

Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel has held the cluster GCAW
Ceremony on the 31st of October, 2013, the Halloween Night. There are
more than 300 guests came to the event, which are from our business
partners, top customers ,General Managers of Marriott Tianjin hotels
and sales tearn from Beijing, Tianjin, Sanya and Shanghai. To be mention
of that Richard Beh {Director of Sales and Marketing, North China}, Petr
Raba (Director of Operation, North China) and Betty Lang {Director of
Natlonal Sales Office) has joined us In that night, to deliver the sincere
appreciation 1o everyone,

Everybody was jazzing up in the
Halloween party, and ready for screams of
delight. This is frightfully fun and
meaningful Halloween Party ever. People
have dressed in their favorite costume and &
get ready to trick or treat, all the Vampires,
Zombies, Mr. Bones, ghostly pumpkins
and ghoulishness have made this
Halloween spook-tacular. The
enter@inments throughout the entire
event, everyone has found thelr secret gift under thelr chalr. The
mysterious magic and amazing cocktail show has brought the exciting
level 1o the event and when guests were enjoyed the wickedly good
Halloween feast also can be enchanted by the joyful music from our
Philippines live band. The lucky draw time is the most exciting part
during the event that the winners have went back with their hotel
vouchers from different Marriot Hotels, which can discover more
wonderful things in your Iife.

Global Customer Appreciation Week is a tradition at Marriott and
an important part of our culture and strong fiocus on the guests. We will
continually offering the best service to our guests and business
partners, which bring you the delighted experience to see the world in
the whole new way. You mean the world to us!

ASCOTT CHINA Won 25 Prizes of Tourism Industry in
Business Traviler China

Recently, the largest serviced
residence owner and operator of
Capitaland Group weon 25 prizes of
Business Traveller Asia-Pacific, including
World Travel Awards and Travel Awards in
Asia-Pacific Area. With so many awards,
ASCOTT China consolidated its leading
posltion of tourism industry in Asla-Pacific
area and Europe,
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‘ o Sheraton Tianjin Hotel has celebrated

I its 26th anniversary by hasting a staff party

5 atits Temace Cafe Garden on Oct 25, 2013,

' More than 300 employees and ExcomTeam

participated in this anniversary party and

witness the outstanding achievements of
26 years together.

At 1030 am In the morning, the
anniversary party started sweetly at its
Terrace Cafe Garden, Bvery staff show their
exciternent that could have this chance to gather together 1o celebrate
this wonderful moment The banner that written *Sheraton Tianjin 26th
Anniversary” has become an attractions of which taken photos by staffs,
no matter they are Chinese employees or from foreign counitry. Before the
party, every staff writes a blessed card to show their best wishes to hotel,
Meanwhile, hotel set up the buffet table in the garden. More interestingly,
Excom Team service every staff as waiters on that day, it fully displays the
core culture of Starwood — Care.

Sheraton Tianjin Hotel was opened in 1987 of which the first 5 star
international hotel in Tianjin. 26 years later, all employees celebrate this
wonderful moment by getting together no matter they are old ones or
new.Surrounded by a pristine garden, Sheraton Tianjin Hotel is a source of
comfort and relaxation on your next trp to China’s third largest city, Even
though we are only five kilometers from the Tianjin city center, you'll feel
the worlds away. 296 guest rooms, including an executive floor and
serviced apartments, are fully equipped to meet your every need. Gather
with friends or colleagues and enjoy our variety of wining and dining
options, ranging from intemational delights to an all-day buffet. Plan your
next event in our wide selection of multi-purpose conference rooms, from
small boardrooms to the Grand Ballroomn, which seats 400 for a
conference or dinner.

Royal Romance Wedding Fair at The Ritz Cariton Hotel, Tianjin

As the curtain is rolled up, a
Rolls-Royce car appeared in the hall. In a
real wedding, the couple are supposed to
get off from the car and walk the aisle. The
. wedding fair is a joint work amang the
- hotel, Spedial wedding planning company
. and Yumi Katsura, which showcased its
latest designs.

Chef Jacky Zhang has been
appointed as Executive Chef of Tianjin
TEDA International Hotel in Novernber
| 2013,
Chef Jacky has been in Crown Plaza
Beijing Zhongguancun Hotel previously as
e the western restaurant?hefand h_as more
W '-'f_____,__: thz.l.r.1 21 years of cooking experience in
= . -j}'g Beijing hotels. With a wealth of experience
in the culinary industry and passion for
food, his goal is to bring new, fresh and innovative food for the
distinguished guests in TEDA Binhai New Area.

LOCALEVENTS

Hyatt Regency Tianjin East Appointment News

Mr. Kan Du has been appointed
Executive Chef at Hyatt Regency Tianjin
East. Chef Du started his culinary career
at the China World Hotel under the
Shangri-La Hotel Group in 1980. In 2001,
Chef Du joined Grand Hyatt Beijing as
Chef de Partie, and later was promoted
to Chef de Culsine. In this capacity, he
was In charge of the Italian restaurant,
Café, Room Service, Lobby Lounge and
Banquet Kitchen at Grand Hyatt Beijing. Due to his leadership and
commitment to culinary excellence, Chef Du was promoted to
Executive Sous Chef at Park Hyatt Beijing in October 2008. After over
faur years at Park Hyatt Beijing, Chef Du joined the pre-opening
team of Hyatt Regency Tianjin East. In his new role, Chef Du will lead
the culinary team to offer the most sophisticated gourmet food to
exceed guests’ expectations.

Mr. Matthew Huang has been
appointed Director of Food & Beverage
at Hyatt Regency Tianjin East. Matthew
jolned Grand Hyatt Beijing as a Food &
Beverage Team Leader in October 2001,
Upon completion of Management
Trainee Program at Grand Hyatt Hong
Kong in 2006, Matthew was promoted
to Assistant Director of Food & Beverage
at Grand Hyatt Beijing, Grand Hyatt
Guangzhou and Park Hyatt Beijing respectively. Prior to jeining
Hyatt Regency Tianjin East, Matthew joined the pre-opening team
of Hyatt Regency Jinan and has worked in the capacity of Director
of Food & Beverage for the past two years. With over twenty years’
experience n the hospitality industry, especially in the food and
beverage area, Matthew will work closely with the culinary team to
keep providing unforgettable dining experiences to our guests.

New Executive Chef in the St. Regis Tlan]jin

MWMN.IJEE S I .-

The 5t. Regis Tianjin is pleased to
anncunce that Frank Koppelkamm has
joined the hotel as its new Executive
Chef. Chef Frank Koppelkamm has
extensive experience in the hospitality
industry over 25 years in award winning
restaurants, boutique hotels and 5 star
international hotels in Europe, Caribbean
and Asia,

The S5tRegis Tianjin is excited to
have a hospitality veteran Join the hotel with extensive knowledge of
kitchen and customer orientated service management. With Frank
Koppelkamm as our Executive Chef, the St. Regis Tianjin will keep
continuing to offer guests to Tianjin distinctive epicurean experiences
at our riverfront restaurants and bar.

The St. Regis Tianjin, an iconic new landmark on a rapidly
evolving city skyline is fast becoming Northern China’s most
prestigious gateway for business leaders, society tastemakers and
discerning travelers.
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The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tian]jin won
four top medla awards within one month

With 150 legendary history and glory,
. The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel,
- Tianjin was awarded 4 top media awards
and highly recommended by mass media
recently. There are The Best Design Hotel
of 2013 China Travel Awards by Travel+,
2013 China’s Top 100 Hotels Award by
Travel + Leisure, The Best Boutique Hotel Award of 2013-2014 City
Traveler Best Hotel Awards and The Best Boutique/Design Hotel of
National Gecgraphic Traveler. The great news inspired every staff in the
hotel, and made an unbelievable record of this hotel - 17 top media
awards from January 2013 until now. All rewards show this first
internaticnal hotel in China is still the Business Card of Tianjin and always
the representative of top luxury hotels in China’s hospitality.

A Lunury Collection Hotel, Tianjin,

The Hollywood famous movie stars -
Nicolas Cage and Hayden Christensen
came to Tianjin for their new movie
OUTCAST, and stayed at The Astor Hotel, A
Luxury Collection Hotel during their visit
to Tianjin. Nicolas Cage has high
) reputation in Chinese audiences by his
movies like Lord of War, City of Angels,
Face Off etc. Hayden Christensen bacomes
a world famous star by movie Star Wars.
General Manager of The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin -
Mr. Christian Metzner {on the left) warmly welcome Nicolas Cage and
his shooting team,

Tangla Hotel Tianjin won "2013 Best of the Best.
— the Most Oriental Style Business Hotel” of Robb Report

A Tangla Hotel Tianjin was recently
| awarded as the "Most Oriental Style
Business Hotel™ during the annual
awarding ceremony “Best of the Best” of
Robb Report magazine. This award reflects
the unique quallties of Tangla spirlt,
translated into state-of-the-art facilities,
unmatchable luxury, and wamm and
impeccable service.

Robb Report "Best of the Best” is the
guintessential guide to the finest new hotels, restaurants, automobiles,
yachts, watches, wines, and much more. Tangla Hotel Tianjin is proud
and honored of having been selected and recognized amoeng exclusive
high brands. The "Best of the Best" luxury collection was launched in
1987 by the magazine Robb Report and it is committed to recommend
the annual best not to be missed products, service and locations.

As the flagship of TANGLA, the high-end hotel brand of HNA
Hospitality Group, Tangla Hotel Tlanjin carries out Tangla brand core
values of "Harmony, Elegance, Excellence and Serenity’, and successfully
launched the uniquely personalized Tangla Ambassador Service, By
delivering the criental hospitality, Tangla Ambassador Service brings
every guest an exclusive cultural and luxury experience. It is the Tangla
Ambassador Service, a new luxury hotel operating system that
enhances hotel service quality to the highest standard and makes
Tangla Hotel Tianjin stand cut from the selection.
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Old But Tough

By Paula Taylor

he other day, not for the first time | may
T add, | was Jostled out of the way by an old
lady of 70 plus years as | was trying to get on
the bus. She had come from nowhere, slipped
intc a gap in the gueue and shoved her
shopping trolley nto my guts with the
strength of Hercules. She actually prevented
me from getting on the bus before her, and
even though she locked as delicate as a sheet
of paper, once on the bus she charged up the
aisle desperate to get to a free seat before | did.
The thing is | have been taught to give way to
my elders, and had | seen her before, ie. had
she been actually queuing, | would have let
her get on the bus before me, and of course |
would have let her sit down. It amazes me
they also shave each cther in the fight to be
first.

Don't let their frail appearance fool you,
have you seen seniors of 60 and 70 years old in
your country still riding bikes? They do here,
and they have more courage than | do,
fearlessly wending and weaving their way
through the hazardous traffic. The first time |
got on the metro in Beijing, | was first in ling,
but suddenly, | don't quite know how, as the
doors opened the old folk behind me seemed
to gain wings and they rushed on from all
directions — | was left standing up for the
whole journey, which was fing, but | was really
mystified as to where they had come from, as
they weren't behind me Tn the queue, and |
couldn’t fathom out how they had managed
10 board the train with such speed. Having
beaten me to the seats they sat there smiling
In satisfaction. | was much younger, than
them, much taller and heavier AND | was a
foreigner — and | was outwitted and outrun by
the septuagenaran mafia,

| asked a Chinese friend “Why are these
old people so "active” when Tt suits them?® No
sweet old lady or gentlemen- like behaviour
for them. The answer is this, they come from a
time when they had to fight for everything.
Being the first In the gqueue meant the
difference between life and death. *But | will
let them get on the bus before me, they don't
need to shove me out of the way’, | protested.
My friend said “They do not know you will let
them get on before you, all they can see is a
big person in their way”. The strange thing is,
although they fight to get to the front of the

gueue and fight to get to the seats, if | am on
the bus and sitting down and see an old
person get on, | immediately get up and offer
my seat to them — only for them to let their
strapping grandchild sit in it.

These folk of mature years are actually
stronger than | am, | can't push and shove.
However now that | know the reascn for their
determination to be first, that they have lived
through turbulent times and come out the
other side, | admire the'r resilience. Next time |
see an old person in the queue, | will step out
of the way before they can shove me and | will
say ‘nin xian shang” which means*You first® It
will be safer in the long run and that way |
won't need to spend the journey fuming.

The answer is this, they
come from a time when
they had to fight for

everything. Being the
firstin the queue meant
the difference between
life and death.

SEVEN DAYS GROUP

A classy western cuisine corporate from Japan with four outiets in Tianjin
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SEVEN DAYS

-

REETAURANT

L-l-'
SEASONS

1F, Tianjin Museum firte
District, Tianjin

TEL 8388-3017

OPEN 11:00-22:00

oy FLAGbySevenDa‘ys
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SEVEN DAYS

The two Seven Days restaurants in Isetan downtown and Isetan Binhai
serves authentic western food as well as a large variety of desserts,
which are ladies’ favorite.

SEASONS restaurant is situated in Tianjin Museum in Tianjin Cultural
Center. The 8m high space is a wonderful venue for various parties. In
March, Tianjin Japanese School held its graduation party (about 150
people) in the restaurant.

FLAG restaurant located at Xiao Bai Lou, the CBD of Tianjin. It is most
popular among business people. The large selection of wines is a

highlight.
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1% (/iNo. G-1; 1902 Eurapean Style Street. intersectioniof Da'Gu Nan Road and Kai' s
» 'FengiDacj|Heping District, Tianjin : b
= TEL'2339-8428
i QPEN 11:00-22:00
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Professional logistics supplier
HE XY R HtES

Core service #iES
ISO TANK » SRR

*Cold-chain logistics - RSB

‘Household goods moving » AN Y iR
e INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
‘Exhibition &R SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE
‘Africa Line - JEAAR
‘Mineral products logistics - BERYR

-Domestic logistics & distribution  * ERNYR R LB ~3
Raiway transitto Middle Asia & Mongolia  + i385 T Mt e

B6-22-239) 6566 86-22-2335 5688
“Trade agent - HSRE %
SOMERSET
SEEVICED RESIDENCE
ERASZE
Managsd by
. . o _ Ascott China has 3 Serviced Residences in Tianjin. With a total of 540 fully fumished and equipped studio, 1, 2 and w
A ﬂrﬁﬂﬁgmﬁsmﬁﬁmﬁnﬂ_ 390202 " " 3 badroom sarviced residence units and a wide array of recreational facilities, you can surely find your home away
Rm.2201, Tower 1, Heung Hua B/D, No.501He Xi District, Tianjin, China 300202 ASCOTT
from home whether for long term residence, business travel or lelsure travel. Because life s about living. TR

TEL: (B6) 22-58B52801 ARRTE

FAX: {BS) 22-58B52806 58852811

For further Information and reasrvations, please vialt www.ascotichina.com or call 400 820 1028

3 Shenghei L3 Beling MR Ginedeo B Welhei AJE Dallen B Yantel EETlenlin (GEEN @ = I+ ekt Somerset Sarviced Residence i managed by The Ascatt Limited, a mamber of GapitalLand. It is the largest global serviced residence owner-operator
Emall: service@elogiatix.com.cn  www.eloglstlx.com.cn - =zme WcA ! In Asla Paclfic, Europe and the Gulf reglon, managing the Ascoll, Cifadines and Somerset brands In over 20 cltles across mone than 20 countries.
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Experience service on a whole new scale

Korean Alr Service center 40065-88882 mm AIR \_)
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