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At Tianjin International School, we know that
proper preparation for university is vital.

Our programs such as Advanced Placement (AP),
Model United Nations, Drama, Choir and Band
play an important part in placing our students
in top universities around the world.

Contact us today to schedule your
personalized school tour.

Tianjin International School
No. 4-1 Sishui Road, Hexi District, Tianjin 300222, China
FEHAHRMKEASIETS, BB5%: 300222

Phone: -+86 (22)83710900x 311

Email: admissions@tiseagles.com EhgE
Web: www.TISeagles.com T

; e :
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S @ \.‘# l Sc Schoals of China

tianjin
international
school

LEARN WITH PURPOSE

a8 INTERNATIONAL
2/ SCHOOL of TIANJIN

Learning Acting TOGETHER

Working

. BRTS
IST offers your children a welcoming, inclusive international school experience,
where skilled and committed teachers deliver an outstanding IB education
in an environment of quality leaming resources and world-class facilities.

IST is... fully accredited by the Council of International Schools (CIS)
IST is... fully authorized as an International Baccalaureate World School (IB)
IST is... fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)
IST is... a full member of the following China and Asia wide international school associations:
ACAMIS, ISAC, ISCOT and EARCOS

WEBSITE: WWWLISTIANJIN.ORG EMAIL: INFO@ISTIANJIN.NET TEL: 86 22 2859 2003/5/6
WEISHAN SOUTH ROAD, SHUANGGANG, lINNAN DISTRICT, TIANJIN 300350, P.R.CHINA



WELLINGTON COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL TIANJIN

BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH
CAMERON MACKINTOSH LTD AND THE SOUTHBROOK GROUP

_ INVITES YOU TO OUR
STUDENT MUSICAL PRODUCTION

MONDAY 24TH MARCH AT 4.30PM
TUESDAY 25TH MARCH AT 7PM
WEDNESDAY 26TH MARCH AT 7PM
THURSDAY 27TH MARCH AT 7PM
FRIDAY 28TH MARCH AT 7PM

ONE OF THE MOST WELL-KNOWN MUSICALS EVER WRITTEN, OLIVER! IS BASED ON
THE FICTIONAL STORY OF OL/VER TWIST BY CHARLES DICKENS. SET IN LONDON
WITH A WONDERFUL ARRAY OF CHARACTERS AND MANY MEMORABLE SONGS, Y .
THIS MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA IS PERFECT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. : scH 2 Teda International School

— N : _ No.72,Third Ave, Teda.
Teda International School is proud to hold dual accreditation aanl Tianjin.China 300457
TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE WELLINGTON COLLEGE RECEPTION 50 RMB by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) www.tedais.org

and the Council of International Schools (CIS)

For further details please contact: +86 22 8758 7199 / 182 0225 3665 or email: events@wellington-tianjin.cn %‘CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN TEDA‘% 86 22 6622 6158

www.wellington-tianjin.cn Physics For Breakfast




ARIVA

ARIVA TIANJIN BINHAI SERVICED APARTMENT
- XHERSAE

The newly built Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
consists of 130 spacious and comfortable apartments with
beautiful river views. To meet the different needs of our
Residents, the apartments range from one-bedroom to
three-bedrooms, designed in a contemporary, luxurious
style. Each apartment comes with a fully equipped kitchen,
spacious living room and bedroom, separate dining room
and storage room. ArivaTianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
offers a variety of accommodation choices for both short
and extended stays.

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment has a complete
range of amenities, including the gym, meeting rooms,
reading room, café, restaurants, business centre, lobby
lounge, convenience shopping store, as well as children’s
playroom. Everything you need is within indoors-life, work,
and entertainment. All the apartments come with security
card access system and 24-hour security measures to en-
sure safety and privacy of guests .
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Ariva Tianjin Binhal Serviced Apartment
35 Zi Jin Shan Road, Hexi District, Tianjin 300074 P.R. China

R - RS A
PEXREHIAREE 355 300074
/B +86(022)6856 8000 [/ {EEL+86(022)5856 8008

www.stayariva.com
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Safety Warmth Comfort

Comprehensively buill as a modern, elegant, and wop grade foreign focused

hotels featuring two main hatel buildings and 39 villas

The Villa sports 42% green space including: a four-season plants display,
exquisite pavilions. and a live lish pond. One step into the Villa is: like
enfering a beauliful pammting.

Careen i':%:'!. '-.'ll].i.'_1 i'!l'-'"- .'_f\:-, d "--'L!f"-,’!j-,' ol services .'1'5';_;-1'!!_'_' o ;2\."-;‘(-'5-""-.i(."l_i}‘-!'l":l_'-:‘
conlerence space, and réeréation areas (o fully equipped catérmg serviees.

I'here are Western, Chinese, Japanese restaurants as well as a Japanese
hotpot shop and French style Teppanyaki, and BBQ in the garden. Green

Park Villa is your [irst choice whether you are choosing a long term

residence, or a short term business o,
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Professional logistics supplier
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-Cold-chain logistics ST WORLD BUS‘ N ESS .
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The living room, recreational area, dining area, bathroom area, office areaand so on;

iMoreover, there are open kitchen and hidden style closet; every detail is well-designed with kindness and practice,
. b 2 ¥ . n Py 3 7 7 = r
Mineral products logistics EELSYR e s oo N
- P 5 i i — High-speed Intemet access 7 passenger elevators: effident management at different floors, fast
'Dom BS tlc l Ogls thS & dlS Mbu tl(m . l:k] % ﬁ&ﬁm Cable and sarellite television The certiral air conditioning and fresh air system

banguet hall, Chinese food and western food area, skyscraper bar, SPA, fitness center and other facilities

MwwmmﬂMﬂeAm &Mmgvﬁa * ﬁ%ﬁﬁ Emiikary cos pocom: . A0 e sters Ly two hedrooms: 124192 square meiers

Lipapy one bedroom: 7595 squicre meters Thoce badvooms with iwo batfooams: 175 square malers

-Trade agent ® g% REE Ondinary two bedrooms: 114 square meters Lot with two bedrooms; 189233 square meters

Add: FERTHRFE R AL R ERS01SHR 4 A M1 S4#2201. 300202

Rm.2201, Tower 1, Heung Hua B/D, No.50THe Xi Disirict, Tianjin, China 300202
TEL: (864) 2258852801
FAX: (86] 22-56852806 58852871
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i 8 Shanﬂhﬂl 1[:5{ Beling W& Oingdao Welhal ¥ Dallen !ﬂﬁ Yentel EEETlanln ] : e R ; 86-22-2317-5231 TIANIINCENTRE
(BEEW ¢ woa® it Aded: No. 219, Nanjing Road, Heping District, Tianfin (Imtetsection of Nanjing Road and Gulyang Road)
Email; sarwca@elomstlx com.cn W, eloglstlx com.en

Tek: 85-22-2317-5231 HNA REQL
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Life/Work Balance

New Tianjin Location Starting Navember 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Support

Ads Index

Encouragement

Address: Na. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District

o
People who share our ,f'f -

goals and beliefs LY

(RIPE B g 225 )
Bus line:1,9,705,326,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any guestions:
=Phone: 8829 7772
= Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com
» TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.

All of these things help us ‘
o discover how we fitinto | -
the place that God has o
put us.

Join our fellowship
Sundays at 8:30 AM or
10:00 AM In Tianjin or at
1G:00AM in TEDA as we
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Letter from the Editor

rush hour traffic has become even worse. However, this time of year is

naot anly a new beginning for the youngsters but also for the seniors.
Believe It or not, it could be argued that senior citizens are actually the most active
people in Tianjin. Starting from early morning and throughout the day you can see
them everywhere - in the parks, at the food market, on the buses, in banks,
hospitals and waiting outside the school gate. Their Iife in retirement seems even
busier than when they were working. You can't assume that just because these
people are retired they have lots of time. They have a much tighter schedule than
you would Imagine and one thing on their to do list is to go to school,

InTianyjin, there is a school specifically for the seniors who have a passion to
learn or want to develop an artistic hobby. For only a very small amount, they are
able to experience the fun of learning. They are living proof that study is a much
valued virtue and you are never too old ta learn. Qur senior citizens have
embraced the opportunity 1o expand their knowledge and continue to study in
their retirement.

Qur feature story this month is about these senior citizens. Our contributor,
Carmen King, Is Impressed by our senior's passion to learn. It is obvious that many
of them regret that their studies were interrupted, due to historical reasons, and
they never had the chance to renew them. Over the years their [ives were
occupied by work, social and family responsibilities, They never had the chance to
satlsfy that thirst for knowledge until retirement. Now, you Just need to look into
their eyes and you can see how desperate they are to leam. Despite their youth
being long gone they are still enthusiastic about living and leaming.

M arch has seen the commencement of a new semester for schools as the
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Monica Wang

Logos Law Finm

Got a passion for Tianfin?
Want to share your China experience?

Are you a veferan at with tips and
tﬂck%oof the tmde;xP ps

in tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine Is lonking for freslance wrilers to contribute articles to the magazine In all arsas.

Hyou are interested, please get in touch with editorial@]inmagazine.com.cn

Tianjln Intemational Culture Communication
Association

Jiraran Media Group

Tian Yilin

Zhang lian

Maonica Wang, Lee Xiamo
David Worg, Carmen King. Parker Barmibail,
Kyle knutson, Jim Gibney
Chen Je, SunXiao, Joker

CandyYang, LuHulging, LiHe, Arrel Yuan
Fukuda, QiShihang, Yang Lizhi

Chen Pengyu
Tianyjin Fenghua Advertising Co, Lxd,

8, Jinwan Medla Building, 358 Nanjing Lu,
Nankai District

+86 22 2750 0877

-+86 22 2750 9201

editorial@|inmagazine.com.cn

Gizeee  @linmagazine
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TIANJIN NEWS

Tanjln to impose new traffic controls
| in March

Wl X235 BHLE RS M IE R — XA

M20135E12R 15RAMEFRME “BW+BRT" BEki%, ARNIHEHN
BX, RSEEE—TE£2%T. 3A18/FE, ATRTENETFRLN, &
ENHH TSR —EFREET. HFELIAESRT, I: H201443
A1BE201561810H, THEAGEYERBEMNEH7,; 00FE19; 00, X7
FoMa B EE SRR ALE, SHEENESERRTEES
=ik,

Xinhua News Agency has reported that the govemnment of Tianjin
will implement new traffic controls starting on the 1st of March and in
effect until the 10th of January 2015, This Is necessary in order 1o ease
traffic congestion, reduce energy consumption and improve alr quality.

Bellng, Shanghal and Guangzhou have already limited the
number of vehicles that can be registered each year. Shanghai has an
auction, Beiling uses a lottery ard Guangzhou has adopted aspects of
both schemes,

Miao Hongwei, the head of Tianjin's traffic management bureau,
said the city would also follow Beijing's example in adopting a new
traffic control scheme,

Fram the 1st of March cars with Tianjin plates will be banned from
the road for one day a week according to the last digit of their number
plate reported the Beijing Times. Cars with plates registered outside of
Tianjin will be restricted to driving outside of the city's outer ring road
during the moming and evening rush hours on weekdays during the
same period. Statistics produced by the Tianjin city government show
that car ownership has been Increasing sharply, with the number
registered leaping from 1.2 million in 2006 to 2.36 million last year. The
average driving speed on roads in the city during rush hours dropped to
19.5lanv/h in 2011, 18% slower than the year before.

Nordic Prime Minister Summit
in Finland Turku City
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Clity Turlu has gained a formal role from the EU Commission in the EU
Strategy, with the task of promoting effective cooperation with the
neighboring countries in the Baltic Sea region,

During the Turkw Baltic Sea Days 2014, the Gty of Turku will be the
venuefor major maritime, business and cultural events—an arena forover a
thousand experts, decision-makers and palitical and business leaders from
around the Baliic Sea region. Among the invitees are ako Russian Prime
Minister Dritry Medvedev and German Chancellor Angela Merkel.

According to the Mayor of Turku Aleksi Randell, all participants at the
Turku Battic Sea Days, from prime ministers to ciil society representatives,
share a common vision: to make the Raltic Sea region more competitive
and to promote the sustainable development and welkbeing of its citizens
—and, thus, make It a better place to lve.

TIANJIN NEWS

China approves 12 more free trade zones,
including one in Tianjin

H ERFHHEz SRR ZERSIHP
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China may see the emergence of more free trade zones as the central
government reportedly has approved 12 new regions to start preparations, They will
be following what has already been done in Shanghal,

Clting unnamed authorities, local governments In many of these reglons have
started research and evaluation after their preliminary ideas for an FTZ received the
go-ahead from the State Council and China's Cabinet the Economic Information
Daily, a newspaper run by the Xinhua news agency, reported yesterday.

Although the repeort didn't name them, it said regions including Zhejiang,
Guangdong, Tianjin, Suzhou, Wuxi, Shandong, Liaoning, Henan, Fujian, Sichuan, Hefei,
Guangxi and Yunnan have pricritized setting up an FTZ this year.

The research and evaluation process usually takes more than a year before a final
detailed proposal comes out.

A report by the Naticnal Business Daily earlier said Guangdong Province will
soon be approved to establish China's second FTZ to strengthen economic ties with
Hong Kong and Macau, Xiamen in Fujian Province has alse said it's preparing for an
FTZ 1o forge closer cross-strait trade,

Shanghal's pilot FTZ has unveiled several measures to facilitate trade, attract
investment and further apen the service sector.

Tianjin relaxes one-child policy on February 14

W =T RaRTROR
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Cn February 14th Tianjin Municipality relaxed the one-child policy, allowing
couples to have a second child if either of the parents is an only child.

An amendment to the Tlanjin Population and Family Planning Regulations was
approved at @ meeting of the Standing Committee of the Tianjin People's Congrass,
said Zhang Lijuan, the director of the municipality's family planning commission.

Zhang predicts the new rule will result in between 10,000 and 20,000 more
births annually over the following three years. Most of them will be born in urban
areas,

Tianjin is the country's fourth area to relax the policy, following east China's
Zhejiang, Jiangxi and Anhui provinces.

Relaxation of the rule is a significant change to the country's family-planning
policy that has been in effect for more than three decades. The move is part of a plan
to raise fertility rates and ease the financial burden on China's rapidly ageing
population.

Provincial-level governments in Beijing, Guangxi, Hubel and lJiangsu have
announced their intentions to relax the policy in March, Others, including Hunan,
Qinghai and Shanghal, have promised changes in the first half of the year,
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WHAT'S ON

03/01

Kun Opera

FOMEEHRL—TREANAS
20:00

Waatem Shoma Musaum

No.3 Youyl Bal Lu, Hed
EREAN HAEEELRIS
Tel: 022-23263505

03/08

Classical Music Concert

REFERRB—SRRERERIZL

W : XRBAEEEH
iR pad - Bk
19:30

Price: SOAMB

No. 88, Jianshe Hoad, Heping
FEERERaeE Tal: 0088

03/15

String Instrument Quintet
Concert

ERARNE R
20:00

Wastam Shore Mugeum:

No:3 Youyi Bei Ly, Hexi
EREEZAN MER AR RIS
Tl 02223263505

03/21

Miyazakl Hayae Cartoon
Movie Theme Song Concert
BRWGRTEERS

20:00

Waatam Shore Musaum

No.3 Youyl Bel Ly, Hext
AR AEEEEIERS
Tel: (22-23963505

03/29

-Accordion Concert by ltalian
Musician
MEEEE S FABER L BB
B RS

20:00

Westem Shore Musaum

No.3 Youyi Bet Lu, Hexi
ENERE nER T ks
Tel: 02223963606

Tianjin Grand Theatre

Peking Opera

MR ()

R B MR

EN: W

WMif: MR

1400

Frice:. 1w1rmmmnua

Cl.lhl.ll’ﬂ Cantar, Pmmurlgﬂau Hend
Tel: BIAR2000
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Western Shore Musaum Tianjin Concert Hall

03/07 03/07
Chinese and Western Bowed Peking Opera

Stringed Instrument Indoor i {EeesEEy

C'Oncert Eﬂl i* i’ﬁm
PESREAUR, ERTRE ﬁguﬂ* BEUT

i Price: 280/180/ 20/80/S0RME
Waestom Shone Museum

No.3 Youy! Bal Lu, Haxd
ARERAD AREREER3S
Tal: (22-23263505

Cukturs Canter, Pingllang Dao, Hexd
’ MEEFTRTAL D

03/11-13

Stage Drama: Teahouse &8 (%)
iﬂﬂﬁ BRT
B MW A
i WRYE WET BN
i !Hﬂﬁﬁﬂ—ﬁ&*ﬂihﬁk&ﬁm (ﬁﬁ) KE&*H. ﬂﬂfﬁs !#

Cullurs Canter, Flr_lgjlar_lg Deo, Hexd
Tel: 83882000 . .
FREXBE HERTEILRIRD

03/14-15

Tianjin Traditional Drum
Performance
MR BN =— et
ERCRIR ST

18:30

Price! 120/B0/50RAMB

02/28

Hautboy, Bassoon, and Piano
Trio Contert
PRE, AH, DD=ERETE

Gulture Canter, Plngjlam Deo; Hexd
Tel: B3AR20DD
REkBR WEERLREESS

02/30

Pianist solo show
byl 2k g i
EiEEEE T
M- HBE
19:30
Price: 280/180/120/80
Westem Shore Musaum
No.3 Youyl Bal Lu, Hex
ERERE RNk
Tel: 02223263505

No. B8, Jiansha Fiaad, Haping
FHE R PRasE
Tel: 2332 DDEA

Don't Miss

03/08

Piano Trio Concert
FH=ZER= T
20:00

Wastam Shars Misaum

No.3 ‘Youyl Bal Lu, Hext
TREAE IMREELES
Tel: 022-23083505

03/15
The Tianjin Comedy Night

Joln at The Astor Hotel Tlanjin for en svening of joy end kaughter. Comeadians from
Befjing and the Tum Lip Events teamn are ready to take your suggestions and create
scanes that will make you giggle and laugh.

Saturdey 15th March 2014 2
18.00 pm to 22.00 pm -2
E:;?:urHotal.ALuxurycdlacﬁnn Hotel, “- The TiznJ jin
7 paa o Spm ¥ Gnmgds Nll"'i
Cockiall Reception Inclusive Canap é 8,

goft drinks, beer and wing

Spm to 10pm [20 minutes break included)

Impreviead Comedy Parfonmence by

International Actors

Language: English

Ticket at RMB250 net per person

(Cash bar avallable for all drinks from Bpm

and omwards)

Comedy Night Accommaodation Package:

RMEB1000 for one, RMB1350 for two pargon ineluding Comady Show and braakfast.
Purchasa Tickets from: The Astor Hotal, Tlanjin

Call 88 22 2331 1688 or emall christian.metzner@ wurycollection.com

Limited Seats Availabla

r 4

03/22 03/21-22

National Pole Dancing Team Stage Drama: Red Flag Chronide.
Live Performance bl 4TI )
B — P EERATRARTE RN '
20:00
W FRAREREE
19:30 _
Western Shore Mussum Prica: 260/1 80/ 20/B/S0RMB
No.3 Youyl Bel Lu, Hexl
BRZANE ABKXELRS
Tal: 022223283505

Culture Carter, Pingsang Dan, Hexi
Tel: 83682000
T MR ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁlm*t\'

htkp i/ /www, mESE8. Infa
design chingss & english wehsits

Find information
that you need

There s no

absolute success
in the world
only constant
progress

PERERBARAS
PCM Tec Co., Ltd
{E Fax: 0086-022-28258809
Contact: Michelle 13802146246

¢ Email:adv@promotechinamarket.com
Email:adven@promotechinamarket.com

[EELEFESERINEREE
F e

== Www.promote
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llo Id people’, what do those two words
bring 10 mind? Gray hair, lack of
energy or worse yet? Perhaps for those born
and ralised In the west, “old people”in general
would not be an acceptable way to address a
senior citizen, let alone name a college after,
imagine though a place called "Old People
College™

The term “old people” literally translated
into Chinese is #%E A, However, what is
interesting is, the term #4E Athat is ‘old
people” is not nearly as negative in
connotation as it is in English. Thus in Tianjin
China the*#4E AR Zliterally "Old People
College” is alive and well. We will suggest
however the more English friendly versions
of: “The Seniors School’, “The School for
Seniors” and “The College for Senior Citizens”,
Linguistics aside, the presence of this school
inTianjin reflects well two prominent aspects
of Chinese culture: 1} a person is never too
old to learn; 2) respect must be shown to
those older than cneself, especially family
relatives.

As to the first, somecne is never too old
to learn, there is a common Chinese saying
TR BEIE which literally translates to
“live until old, study until old? The core
meaning and message of this phrase is
*never stop learning’, For Tian|in senlors this
phrase Isn't just spoken, it is lived. Thus In
1985 the city of Tianjin established “The
Tianjin College for Senior Citizens” From its
infancy of 10 classes and 552 students, the
Tianjin College for Senior Citizens has grown
1o maturity, with recent stats of 413 classes
and a student bedy of over 12,000. From
these numbers alone, it is clear that Tianjin
seniors never stop learning. Not to mention,
there is a college campus in each of Tianjin's
major districts.

As 1o the second, respect must be
shown to seniors, especially within ones
family, this can be seen, felt and sensed in all
aspects of Chinese life, Older members of the
family are often bowed down to, literally.
Parents, even grandparents often live under
the same roof. Marriage hardly is thought to
be the sole decision of one man and ane
woman, rather two families. Thus, the
influence of senior citizens within Chinese
culture and society is quite pronounced. As
such, be it a college specially founded and
established for them, or the many other
social customs, Tianjin seniors are alive,
active and influential. Any expat coming to
Tlanjin, especially with goals of conducting
business, should study, understand and
adapt to the massive sodial and economic
influences Tianjin seniors possess. Due to
many families having anly one child and two

The core meaning
and message of
this phrase is
“never stop

learning”. For
Tianjin seniors this
phrase isn't just
spoken, it is lived.

parents working full time the one spending
the most time with the children is the
grandparents. Thus when it comes to where

to go, what to do, and what to eat, the Tianjin
seniors are really the ones in charge!

Outside of locking after the
grandchildren, what da Tlanjin seniors enjoy
doing? Well, pretty much about everything
and anything! Based on the courses available
at The Tianjin College for Senior Citizens,
there is no question Tianjin seniors are busy
learning and participating in a variety of
activities! The courses for seniors range from
computers, piano, zither, singing, dancing,
opera, martial arts, calligraphy, painting,
photography, cooking, and gardening.
Whew, I'm tired just writing that list?! Clearly,
Tianjin seniors are not just sitting in their
rocking chairs watching the grandkids and
letting those golden years pass by, Tianjin
seniors generally speaking are very active; in
fact it appears even more active than seniors
abroad.

o

Atentive in learming
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One of the easiest ways to catch Tianjin
seniors in action is to live here and wait for
the early hours of the morning to arrive. No
need for the rooster or an alarm clock, as you
will often hear from the courtyard of your
apartment complex the sounds of Chinese
Tai Qi music and movements being
announced through a speaker as a collection
of senlors follow along! Neither the cold nor
early hours will keep Tianjin seniors down
and out. Day by day they enjoy their exercise
and it seems the earlier the better. The
movements they da are not simply and often
require balancing and flexing into various
positions. Tianjin  seniors seem  quite
adventurous in the area of exercise,
Compared with the seniors abroad who
seemn afraid to slip and fall, here these mature
folks are stretching and contorting into
positions even those young in years may be
unable to do, sometimes even balancing on
one leq and striking "karate kid” like poses!

As the summer rolls around in Tianjin,
parks, and open spaces everywhere around
town are full of families, which of course
include our dear Tianjin seniors. Tianjin
Seniors love post meal walks, early evening
dancing and badminton. There is a famous
Chinese phraseffUs B ¥, FRH+H
which literally means “fter food one
hundred steps walk, live until 99° This phrase
comes to life daily by means of Tianjin
seniors. Even Chinese seniors living abroad
are often the most active in their
communities, seen routinely making the
rounds after meals, outside getting their
power walks in. Another activity Tianjin
seniors really enjoy is something similar to
kicking a hacky sack back and forth. Many
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An English study group for the seniors

Tianjin seniors love to kick araund a small
object with feathers attached to the end of it,
in Chinese it is called BE®& and literally
translates to "kick shuttlecock” However this
object is not the same as the shutilecock
used in Badminton play. Rather it is
specifically designed for kicking back and
forth, Be a solo performance or as a group
with fellow friends, Tianjin senlors love to kick
around this small object and stay activel It
takes quite a lot of coordination, balance and
physical stamina. For expats staying in

Tianjin who want to get active themselves,
find your local park and get into the action
with your friendly Tianjin seniors!

The minds of Tlanjin seniors are as active
as thelr bodies! The love for Chinese
calligraphy is a prime example of their
vibrant minds at work. Chinese calligraphy is
indeed art. It takes years of study and
painstaking practice, thus with age often
comes increased beauty to ones calligraphy.
Chinese calligraphy takes patience, inner
calm and commitment; qualities Tianjin
seniors perhaps possess more of than their
younger counterparts. Chinese calligraphy is
a hobby which does not require a lot of
meney and in case one is physically limited,
can stlll provide one with a great sense of joy
and satlsfaction as they practice each
Chinese character one by ane. In this era of
digital this and digital that, many young
people struggle to wiite basic Chinese
characters with accuracy and finesse, much
less ever came to be called calligraphy
masters 5. Therefore many of the best
calligraphy masters are those advanced in
years. [t is highly recommended that expats
explore the beauty and brilliance which is
Chinese calligraphy, which likely will have
you meeting some of the friendly Tianjin
senlors along the way. The Tlan]in College for
Senior Citizens has classes helping those In
their later years to keep learning and
improving their Chinese calligraphy talents.

Young volunteers and senior students:
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Besides the mind and body, don't forget
the vocal cords! Tianjin seniors love to sing!
Singing classes also make the list at The
Tanjin College for Senlor Citizens. Long
before the days of the The Voice and other
popular reality television shows started rising
up on the charts, Tlanjin seniors have been
leading the way with their passion for pop.
Granted their choice of tunes may differ
slightly, their love for the musical arts does
not! Thus, in addition to the structured study
of how to sing, many an amateur vocalist can
be heard when out and about in Tianjin.
Tianjin seniors are not bashful and often put
on public performances in parks and
courtyards alike. Even when at home,
depending on where you live, hearing one
advanced in years singing loudly within their
home is not out of the question. The singing
skills of Tianjin seniors are intimately related
o their memory skills. As they can often sing
entire songs by memoryl Spend a little more
time in the parks and open areas of your
Tianjin apartment complex and you will be
sure to happen upon a live performancel

No discussion of Tianjin seniors would
be complete without mention of cooking.
Cooking is so intrinsic to Chinese culture, Not
1o mention if you have yet to come 1o China
or Tlanjin, you likely do not know what
Chinese food really tastes like, Many so called
Chinase restaurants abroad have already
greatly altered their culinary cuisine to
accommodate the western palate, thus to
eat a home cooked authentic Chinese meal
in Tianjin as cooked by a Tianjin senior,
should be on the list of expats coming to
town. Food is huge in Tianjin. In fact, if you
ask local Tianjin seniors about what they care
about most, one thing that very well will
make the list is eating! Eating doesn't happen
without cocking, so you will find a large
number of cooking enthusiasts here In
Tlanjin. As to what to cook, Tianjin seniors
especially enjoy seafood. Be it shrimp, crab,
or the various fish local to the rivers and seas
nearby, many dishes include seafocd. Soups
are a stable to most meals. A typical meal will
include several stir fried vegetables, 2 meat
dish, rice and a soup. The soups vary greatly
some being light and others eating more like
a meal. Don't forget Chinese dumplings,
noodles and other wheat based baked
goods! Make friends with a Tianjin senior and
most likely an opportunity to sample their
cooking will not be far offt Tlanjin seniors
likely cook for themselves every day several
times a day, Therefore cocking and eating
their own tasty creations is near and dear to
their hearts.

In addition to what Tianjin seniors enjoy
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doing in their spare time to enjoy their later
years, there are also the practical issues
assoclated with retirement, Retirement B4k
is a topic that pretty much every Tianjin
senior talks about and has an opinion on. In
recent times, the topic of retirement has
become quite the buzz, even more than
usual. This is due in large part to some major
policy changes as it relates to the retirement
age for Chinese men and women, which may
occur at some point in the future. What are
these policy changes? How does retirerment
inside China compare with retirement
abroad? What are the reactions to potential
changes? Lets take a few moments to
examine the relative details.

In Canada, most jobs do not have a
mandatory retirement age. If you are capable
to carry out the job duties physically and
mentally, you can continue as long as you
wish. In fact, many jobs cannot restrict
employment on the basis of age, as this
would be considered one type of
discrimination. | have several examples of
colleagues in public occupations that are still
working well into their 705 and one in his
80's. They obviously enjoy and love their jobs
and are not working for the sake of money
because If they were to retire, thelr pension
would be almost the same as what they are
now receiving as their salary.

In America, the standard retirement age
is 65 years old for both men and women. At

this point a citizen may apply to the US
government for social securlty. This social
security payment made monthly to the
senior citizen is typically not considered
enough to cover all basic living expenses.
Therefore it is very common in the States for
those in their 60's to continue working, even
though they may be getting sccial security.
Some however opt ta not take social security
from the government as their personal
earning power exceeds the government
payment and they do not want to face the
tax liability associated with accepting social
security.

In China, retirement Is mandatory and it
is presently age 55 for women and &0 for
men, However, this may change in the near
future as the Chinese government is
considering changing this rule and
extending the retirement age. This is
becoming a very controversial issue. On the
one hand, as Chinas population grows and
becomes more affluent, social support
programs are being expected to provide
greater services for the population, especially
for the retired elderly, But these demands are
outreaching resources and especially for the
recently retired who have not contributed
when such programs were not in existence,
One solution s 10 extend the retirement age
and have additional contributors into the
programs.
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They don’t want to
work another five
years and feel it is
unfair that they
need to wait

another five years,
whereas their
colleagues were
able to retire at 55
and 60.

There is oppositicn to this planned
extension because many young graduates
and new work force members are finding it
difficult to find employment. We have seen
recent stories of university graduates having
to work as waiters in order to gain
employment because of the shortage of
jobs. Positions that will be further reduced if
the planned retirement extension is enacted.

There are also those that are now near
the existing retirement age, those women
that are 53 or 58 for men, that have been
locking forward to retirement and collecting
their pensions in order that they can travel or
take care of their grand children. They don't
want to work another five years and feel it is
unfair that they need to wait another five
years, whereas their colleagues were able to
retire at 55 and 60.

The situation In China 1s further
complicated by the one-child family policy,
which was introduced to control the
exploding population. It worked and
probably tooc well, as last year, China's
employment pool started to reduce. With
fewer contributors to social programs, China
needs to resolve the underfunding of these
programs, especially old age pensions. Cne
can see the recent easing of the one-child
policy, allowing single child sibling parents
are now allowed to have a second child and
rural parents are allowed to have a second
child if their first born was a girl.

The working-age labor force in China
declined by 345 million people last year,
according to the government. The United
Nations has forecast a drop of about 24
million in the population age 15 to 59 from
2015 to 2025, while people age 65 and older

will increase by about 66 million. Scarcity is
helping push up labor costs, driving
companies such as Samsung Electronics to
relocate production to other countries such
as Vietnam, (Contrary to the earlier example
of Job shortages, this example of worker
shortages is for low skilled jobs) Raising the
male retirement to 65 by 2020 may help keep
the labor force somewhat stable,
statistlcs-bureau data show were 41.5 million
men age 47 to 51 In 2011, There were 51.5
million women age 37 to 41.

Canada, only has 34 million pecple and
is faced with similar problems of
underfunding of social programs. Over half
of all government revenues go towards
social programs and this is spiraling as
medical costs are rising. Canada started their
Pension Plan in 1965, much earlier than
China and still encounters problems. In
Canada, individual tax rate rates are
dependent upon income levels and the
average tax rate is near 50% for most
professionals. Some of my Chinese friends
are surprised at this and ask how Canadians
can put up with this. | explain that with a
small population and such a large country,
this is accepted when you see the high level
of living standard and support services to the
public.

While US tax rates on average are not
quite as high as in Canada, they still are quite
significant, ranging from 30-50% depending
on one’s tax bracket. The US is facing huge
financlal pressure related to the soclal
securlty program and providing health care
for seniors, Some financial professionals have
even commented that US citizens In their
20-40's currently should not expect to be
getting soclal security when they reach
retirement age, as the US would lack the
monetary means to provide it.

Most developed countries experience
the problems of reducing employment
pools, higher life expectancy and higher
living costs. In Canada, pensioners will
receive a reduced pension if they apply for
payments before they reach age 65 and a
larger amount if they apply when they are 70.
The UK is considering raising their pension
age to 66 and Australia plans to raise their
pension age to 68 by 2030.

China is considering similar plans to
provide a larger payment if applied for when
the citizen is older. In fact, one academic
indicated that the government would prefer
that their citizens stop working at 50 and
collect pensions at 65. It is also expected that
this increase will be staged over time.

Perhaps increases of 3 months per year in
order to reduce the impact.

An important factor for this is higher life
expectancy. Being 50 or 60 s no longer
thought of been that old so extending the
retirement age does make sense. The
average life expectancy In Canada is 82 for
women and 80 for men. The China average is
74 for women and 72 for men but as high as
82 for women In Beljing or Shanghal.
However, local public oplnion appears to be
generally negative towards extending the
current retirement age.

One reason for this strong objection is
likely those ready to refire are Tn their 50s and
they struggled China coming out of the
Cultural Revolution and rapid economic
expansion which required heavy demands
on country and workers and resulted in
double digit growth for three decades. The
leap has been dramatic, from being the poor
man of Asia to the second largest economy
in the world. So now most of the populace
want a chance to enjoy it.

Not everyone stops working when they
retire. In North America, the most obvious
example is the Wal-Mart door greeters. They
are usually retirees that work part time
greeting customers and helping with
directing them to find goods.

There are also numerous volunteer
opportunities. Check any Canadian airport
and you will see retirees helping travellers
find the right check in counters or especially
Internatlonal travellers who need help
because of language. These volunteers are
not paid but are given passes for local city
attractions and become great ambassadors
for the city while working at the airport only
a few hours a week and promoting
attractions for tourists. There are similar
volunteer opportunities in Tianjin, see an
earlier article about Jian Hua Foundation.

The bottom line, some Tianjin seniors
want to or need to keep working. Many
Tianjin seniors play a major role in
contributing to the families overall monthly
income. For such ones, if the retirement age
for men and women in China is raised, they
would benefit. It would actually afford them
the opportunity to stay in their jobs legally
longer without the fear of being “required”to
retire. On the other side, some Tianjin seniors
are eager to move on to the excitement and
freedom associated with retirement years
and the thought of working additional years
is less than thrilling. They have already made
their"golden years to do list"and do not want
a policy change to delay their plans.
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One thing is for sure, Tianjin seniors in
general are very active. Be it due to necessity
or by choice, seniors around town are on the
move. An example is how they get around.
Many seniors can be seen taking public
transportation. They are very capable in
getting where they want to go and their
advanced age is not slowing them down in
any way. This is In the context of Tianjin buses
not always offering the smoothest or
roomiest ride, vet, Tianjin seniors fear not
standing, squishing or holding on for a roller
coaster like trip. In this respect Tianjin seniors
seem very hardy and capable of taking care of
themnselves. Also on the transportation toplc,
the metro system Is expanding rapidly in
Tianjin, As such, Tian|ln seniors seem to be
adapting their routes and learning the ropes
of th1s underground travel option, already so
familiar to the seniors of Beijing and Shanghai
years ago. Included in the modes of travel for
Tianjin, seniors ride bicycles, tricycles and
drive small electric cars. Cabs and full-size
motorized vehicles seem to be the last onthe
list as it relates to transportation at current.
However, with more and more families
buying cars in Tianjin, China, and additional
regulations in the works on controlling
non-licensed wehicles, which take up
precious Tianjin road space, in the coming
years Tianjin seniors may more than likely te
opt for the comfy seat of the family sedan.

Outside of the locals, what about the
expat seniors? Don't be mistaken, they do
exist! While those of retirement years do not
always set their sights on travel abroad, the
truth is, it may be a real option. As with locals,
for expat seniors there is plenty to do in
Tianjin.

One option for expat seniors in Tianjin is
study. The Chinese government has done a
lot to open up Chinese scholarship options
for not Just the young In vears, but the young
at heart. With a bit of research online you can
find options to apply for a Chinese
scholarshlp in Tianjin, These scholarships are
not bad at all. Typically they will include all
the costs of classes, lodging, and even a
monthly allowance for living expenses. Fxpat
sehiors from America, Canada, Korea and
many other places have found coming to
Tianjin ta learn Chinese and experience the
culture first hand to be quite interesting and
rewarding. In addition under the care of a
major university, often most major issues
related to finding a place to stay and getting
to/from classes can be avoided completely.

In talking to such expat seniors,
surprisingly it was found, several had little to

They are very
capable in getting
where they want to

go and their
advanced age is
not slowing them
down in any way.

no Chinese language skills before coming to
Tianjin. Yet this did not deter them. Through
the help of friends and the Chinese
universities, they were able to successfully
apply for a scholarship and arrive in Tianjin,
This Is a great encouragement to anyone
intimidated by the thought of leaming
Chinese and coming to Chinal Like the
Chinese saying noted earlier: "never stop
learning” YEZ#E¥ 22! Indeed do not let
age be an automatic barrier to traveling
abroad and learning a new language. In fact
some research has even indicated that
learning a new language helps tremendously
to keep the brain active and prevent
Alzheimer's disease. So for the anti-aging
benefits or the ance in a lifetime experience,
perhaps studying Chinese in Tianjin is a great
choice for expat seniors.

Fan dance at the Pecple's Park

BExpat seniors may also want to consider
working in Tianjin. In some cases, you may
find serving as a foreign expert is possible. As
such, the campensation and provisions made
for foreign experts working in Tianjin are
typically quite acceptable. |n addition to the
fact that the overall cost of living in Tianjin is
less than in Beijing and Shanghai or back
home, a later life work experience in Tianjin
may be just the right fit. Tianjin residents’
young and old value |eaming and [ife
experience, so a foreign expert with
specialized industry experience or training
may find thernselves quite in demand. Not to
mention, due to the continued dedication
and desire to learn English by Tianjin locals,
expat seniors will likely find themselves
staying busy during their stay In Tianjin with
requests to teach English.

As we've seen from our article, one really
is never too old to leam! Tianjin seniors are
setting the pace and keeping active well Into
the later years of life. Although possible
policy changes may result in some Tianjin
seniors working a few extira years, in general
having something to do is far better that
sitting around with nothing to do! So tog,
expat seniors looking to spice up their later
years can also consider coming to Tianjin for
study, work or travel!
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Ready, set, fly!

By Carmen King

or some from the time they were a fot
there was but one dream, flying. Helping
tum Chinese childhood dreams of flying intc
adulthood reality, Mr. Todd Wichmann from
Washington D.C, USA is calling Tianjin, China

home these days and punching the dock at the
Civil Aviation University of China located in the
BinHai District of Tianjin.

Todd helds a very unique position as the
only foreign teacher teaching aviation at the Civil
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Aviation University of China. Seeing as many
expats get locked into the role of “English
Teacher” for life, Todd is leveraging his unique
professicnal background along with his desire to
set sail for the seas abroad to find job securityand
a rewarding teaching career in Tianjin.

Todd was kind encugh to share with JIN
magazine the tips, tricks and advice his time in
Tianjin has allowed him to acquire. For those
thinking about living, working, studying or
traveling to Tianjin, these words of wisdom
should prove useful espedally if you are
considering makirg Tianjin horne for more than
a few weeks or months.

As mentioned Todd arrived in Tlanjin from
the US capital of Washington D.C. He has called
China home for last 5 years, with virtually the
entire part of those 5 years being spent in Tianjin.
This led to a question right off the bat, why did
Todd choopse Tianjin instead of the bigger cities of
Beijing and Shanghai?

Todd mentioned that Tianfin is the right
blend of the east with the west Namely, in some
parts of Beiing and Shanghai, it has become less
and less obwious you are in China. Foreigners are
a plenty, foreign brends and goods are
everywhere, therefore for Todd, the interesting
aspects of being in China become less and less.
For Todd he feels Tianjin provides the balance he
is locking for. As he mentioned, when you want

~ Toddistalking about his favorite helicopter.
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to get some real Chinese food, he has more
choices than imaginable, and too he said he has
never been disappointed. On the cther side,
Tianjin is not your back country cabin. Tianjin
doss have its fair share of foreign folk and foreign
food. However Tt is not so overmun with such that
you will find yourself wondering if you are even
in China. Tedd mentions he would never choose
to go to Bejjing or Shanghai, mther plans on
calling Tianjin home for the foreseeable future as
it gives him plenty of opportunity to enjoy the
local Chinese cultural and tasty treats while
having access to the food and goodies of his
previous place of residence the USA

Instead he slowly but
surely draws them out
and little by little helps

these “clams” to open up
and reveal the “pearls”
they possess inside.

How did Todd find his way to Tianjin China?
Todd had a Chinese friend who passionately
recommended him coming to China and 1rying
his hand at Iffe abroad. QOriginally Todd’s friend
helped him secure a teaching position at the
TangShan Medical College, however that tenor
was short in duration. Todd's unkjue professional
background caught the attention of the Cvil
Aviation University of China located in the BinHai
District of Tianjin. What is Todd's work history?

Todd has 19 years of professional flying
experience. Inthe US as a professional pilot, Todd
flew for Life Flight, also known as air ambulanca.
Flying an emergency rescue helicopter year after
year, Todd doesn't Just have dassroom teaching
skills, he has real hands on flying time. Essentially,
be it rain, snow, wind or else, when the cll
cornes for an emengency flight Todd was on the
mave and to the skies. In addition, if the pressure
of the terrible weather were not enough, he had
the precious cargo of a human life in desperate
need of medical attention onboard, After 19
years of such thrills, Todd under the advice and
guldance of a Chinese fiiend deckled for a
change of pace, namely come to China and use
his aviation skills to teach Chinese students
yeaming to take to the skies themselves, With
such a stellar resume Todd had no tmouble
finding work. In 2009 Todd arrived in China and
has yet 1o go back to the States, even once,

When asked why, Todd said, simply no need,
everything | need and want is right here in
Tianjin!

Having come to Tianjin China for the
principal reason of work, Todd has much to share
about making a successful career in Tianjin. As to
the big topic, let’s talk dollars, or should we say
Chinese Yuan! When it comes to compensation,
Todd 1= quite satisfied. He feels the maney he is
being paid lets him live a comfortable life. Stating
Tianjin offers a lower cost of IvWing when
compared with the States along with less overall
work hours, Todd finds working at the Civil
Aviation University of China quite satisfying. In
addition to the pay package, Todd is very pleased
with the vacation time, stating he has more time
off here in Tianjin than back in the US.

Apart from the financial benefits of working
in Tianjin, Todd also spoke on the nature of his
work and Chinese students. Incredibly, Todd
teaches approximately 800 Chinese students per
year how to flyl He finds Chinese students very
attentive and excellent in their attendance. In the
first month of class, Todd descaribes students as

‘dams’, all sealed up. They areunsure howtc =

take him, as again he is the only foreign
expert teaching aviation on campus. Todd
puts them at ease by joking around with
themn, notto embarrass them. He doesntt yell

or chastise them. Instead he slowly but
surely draws them out and little by litde helps
these ‘dams” 10 open up and reveal the
“pearls” they possess inside. Todd does spend
time sodializing with his students, something a
bit different than back home in the US. He has
eaten many a meal with them and even
introduced them to a lot of tasty westem
foods. Todd finds making friends with the
students invaluable in achieving the
overall goal of becoming great pilcts.
They need to leam what Todd
teaches, and the more the
students relax and focus on the
material instead of the teacher
and being nervous, the
better. Todd describes the
Chinese pilots as above 4
average, each having a
solid  foundation in
ground theory, radio,
telephone
communication  and
aircraft 101, Not 1o
mention over 77% of
the students Todd
teaches will go abroad
for additioral aviation

training. These pilots are well trained and suited
for imemational aviation. The remaining 209% of
the student base will work in China for regional
airlines. Todd's teaching made history in 2013 as
well, as for the first ime in the history of the
schodl, 36 Chinese females were welcomed to
the aviation training dlass.

Todd has found a home in Tianjin both
personally and professionally. In recent times he
has maried a local Chinese woman from
Tangshan. Together they are rising two children,
a son in his teens and daughter who will tum 3
this year. On the personal side Todd finds his new
Chinese famly to be very welcoming. They freat
him with respect and enjoy spending time
together. All said, Todd has found a rewarding
career utiliing spedalized skills to enrich the
Chinese youth and future pilots of the world,
likewise found love abroad and has come to
know the joys of fatherhood. Todd does not plan
on returning to the US anytime soon. With good
pay and plenty of spare time, Todd feels Tianjin is
providing him the life he
wants. JIN Magazine

wishes Todd and his
family all the best
and expresses their
appredation for the
time he took in
partidpating in this
interviewl
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Coffee in Tianjin
Competition Comes Knocking

by Carmen King

here can you find a taste of England,

America and Korea all in one spot?
Tianjinl More specifically, on the small
pedestrian street in front of the Tianjin XiKai
Catholic Church REFEFFRFEHEE, you
will find Costa Coffee, Starbucks, and Caffe
Bene.

Who's who?

Costa Coffee beckons from the UK,
Londen that is. Costa was founded in 1971 by
two lalian brothers. Now with over 1,600
locations, it is the Brits largest coffee
conglomerate.

Starbucks Is nestled In none other than

the cradle of grunge, Seattle Washington,
USA. Before Kurt Cobain and Eddie Vedder
gave a name to all the angst, in the same year
Costa was cracking open their coffee can, that
is 1971, Starbucks started its journey down
coffee lane as well. Starbucks now has 18,000
locations,

Caffe Bene calls the slick, social, soul of
Korea that is Seoul its haven of sanity. Late to
launch but fast to follow, founded in 2008,
Caffe Bene has 1275 locations worldwide.

Cutside of coffes, what do these three
coffee power houses have in common? The
answer yet again is... Tianjin. Tianjin the little
brother ch so near to the Beast of the East
known as Beijing, is slowly but surely drawing
big brands and foreign investment. With a
massive population and lower cost of
development, big businesses are looking into
Tianjin, Costa, Starbucks, and Caffe Bene aren't
looking, they've arrived. With these three
coffee connaisseurs competing side by side
for Tian]in coffee customers, there’s a2 bit ta be
learned.

First, Tianjin is on the move. It is growing,
changing, and making its transition from little
brother overshadowed by big brother Beijing,
to its own legitimate city. The fact that three
major coffee brands like Costa, Starbucks, and
Caffe Bene choose to invest in Tianjin and
invest big, is just another notch in the draw
foreign investment*belt of Tlan|in,

Second, be It coffee or any other
industry, if you plan on opening your business
in Tianjin, be ready, competiticn will come a
knocking. Don't think you can open any old
store and people will flock to you and fill your
pockets with their hard samed RMB. You are
geing to need to be creative, bring not just a
brand but some muscle, proving you are here
to stay and can outlast, outwit, and outplay
the competition, Reality TV. like competition is
in Tianjin everywhere you look, In less than a
stone’s throw distance you've got three major
coffee shops all fighting for the same Yuan,
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Third, same place, same time, oh so
different result. Here's a reality check for all
you expat business folk looking for your
opportunity to cash in on Tianjin. At the same
place, the small pedestrian street in front of
the Tianjin XiKai Catholic Church, at the same
time of day, three coffee shops were getting
dramatically different results. What results?
Costa has less than 10 customers, Starbucks
close to 30 customers and well, sorry Mr, Caffe
Bene... 0 customers, Yes, from O customers to
nearly 30, the difference was shocking.

Walking back and forth between the
three locations, thinking, observing and
asking questions, there was so much to learn.
For the bosses behind the brands, these stats
are gut wrenching. The guestions is, why?
Why were these three establishments getting
such different consumer reactions?

Here are a few keys:

First, brands are big in Tianjin. Who's
bigger is often who's perceived as better. Look
at the stats above, sure Costa and Starbucks
both got their start in 1971, but locks like
Starbucks has been on steroids and Costa is
just a spectator. With Starbucks out pacing
Costa to the tune of nearly 16,000 more
stores, ah, is Costa even trying?

Caffe Bene, trying hard, but paling at
roughly 1,200 stores, candidly there is no
comparison between the size and scope of
these brands. Yet, respectfully, in the UK and
Korea, their home turf, neither Costa nor Caffe
Bene is a joking matter.

The issue at hand though is Tianjin
China, If you want to take on Tlanjin, than you
need to come big. Bring your brand and
everything it has to offer, Chinese consumers
and Tianjin locals do take note of brands and
they like big. After all with a country
population breaking a billion, you've got to
be big to be noficed. Thus you better
understand not just who you are, and what
your brand is, but how big or should we say
bigger” the competition is, after all, from
Starbucks at nearly 30 customers, Costa less
than 10, and Caffe Bene dead in the water at
0, ironically this moment in time perfectly
reflected the three brands and their actual
relative size as Tt relates to each other,
Coincidence?

Second, PR “environment® matters.
What environment? Namely, it is about the
ambience, the feel, the mood, the mojo, the
surroundings, and the vibe inside the store.
Take our three coffee chaps for example,
Starbucks, leading with nearly 30 customers
consuming their brew at the time of visiting,
offers their clientele a two floor comfortable,
COZy CONSUMIng cocoon.

Costa, with less than 10 customers had a
relatively small one floor location, It had two

Conclusion,

nt

enviror

ways in and out of the store which resulted in
quite a cross wind, this drafty dive was not
welcoming. Plus the main walls were glass
which left customers catching a cup of Joe
inside feeling more like a fish in a fishbowl put
on display for the pedestrians walking to and
fro outside. Still, it wasn't the worst showing,
as we have our bronze finalist, namely Caffe
Bene.

Caffee Bene from an environment
standpoint was not the worst, howaver it was
the worst as far as the numbers go. Their
location is also twa stories, with the cashier
and ordering happening on the first floor and
main seating above, really almost an identical
layout to Starbucks. Copy cat? However,
despite its best attempt at duplicating

Starbucks posh pad, no one was in there.

Conclusion, environment comes secand
in things to consider when doing business in
Tianjin. First, check your brand and see if you
have what it takes to battle with the big boys;
second, create a comfortable consumer
experience by offering a well designed and
suitable in-store environment.

Coffee anyone? In Tianjin both expats
and locals allke are not short In finding a shot
of espresso or fancy frappuccing, Tianjin has
plenty of mega brand coffee houses like
Costa, Starbucks and Caffe Bene. So If you are
stuck in Shanghai or beat in Beijing why not
try a trip to Tianjin? A first class bullet train
ticket to Tianjin and a cup of coffee can be
had for less than 100 RMB. A simple
experience aside, study up on the city, as
Tianjin is calling meore and more foreign
businesses home, Reduced startup costs,
large consumer base and rapidly expanding
transportation infrastructure also make the
list of reasons to conslder Tlanjin. Yet, buyer
beware, expat or local, if you plan on doing
business Tn Tianjin, brush up on your market
research as you sip the caffeinated coffee of
choice and remember, be it coffee or
something else, in Tianjin competition will
come a knocking.




Switch on the power of
AmCham China for your brand

The best way to reach AmCham China’s highly-educated,
affluent and upwardly mobile audience. Choose from six
sponsorship formats in digital and print.
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Chinese Legal Consultant Team for Foreign Investors
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Our customized services in Establishment of WOFE:
We can help you to establish a “Special” WOFE as follows:

I. Only 20,000---40,000 US dollar needed for registered capital

Il. Virtual registered address (favorable rent)

lll. Keeping account, tax returns and annual inspection

Our customized services in Intellectual Property matters:

I. Trademark Search :

1. We offer trademark searches of the name(s) you desire to register, having regard to the
products/services you wish to offer.

2. We also advise our clients on how to avoid infringement and proceed for registration in case
similar/identical trademarks do appear on the Trademark Registry.

Il. Trademark Filing & Registration :

1. Filing trademark application, preparing responses to office actions, filing opposition, responding to an
opposition, attending opposition hearings.

2. We provide cost effective and efficient online trademark registration services.

3. We collaborate with our international partners to help our clients register their mark internationally.

lll. Trademark Renewal :

1. Our trademark renewal service includes preparation of a renewal instruction letter, which undergoes our
quality review process.

IV. Trademark Watch :

1. We perform not only word-search, but also searches of phonetically and visually similar trademarks.
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EUROPEAN CHAMBER IN TIANJIN

Working meeting with Mr. Xu DaTong
President of Commerce Commission, Tianjin Binhai New Area
21 January, 2014 -

Cn 21 January, the European Chamber Tlanjin
Chair Mr. Castaldi along with other board members
and staff had a fruitful working meeting with
President Xu Datong, Commerce Commission of
Tianjin Binhai New Area.

The bath sides agreed to reinforce further
communication and cooperation, and worked out a
specific working agenda during the one hour’s
meeting. It includes the regular high level meetings
with Heads of Tianjin Binhai New Area, working level
meetings and activities for policy updating and
emergency meeting to help cut member companies’
for their individual problems.

GM Briefing: Asymmetry In the Development of EU and China
23 January, 2014

On 23 January, The European Chamber Tianjin Board welcomed H.E. Mr. Alberto Bradanini,
Italian Ambassador to China's visit to Tianjin and invited him to deliver a speech during the GM
Briefing dinner event with more than member companies.

Ambassador Bradanini's introduced the status of the Sino-European strategic partnership,
which reached its 10th anniversary last year, celebrated within the 16th EU-China Summit
{Beijing, 215t November 2013). He also touched upon the dynamics of bilateral trade and direct
investrments, which have largely benefited China for more than a decade now and have been
characterized by deep and lasting competitive asymmetries. Stress was laid on the Italian
contribution as well as on the strategic importance of identifying realistic routes, in order to
balance current trade maving from the results of the 3rd Plenum of the PCC Central Committee
and from the existing complementarities between China and Europe,

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
[ = ] e S - 2 £
Rm 2415 |, Suite 17, Magnstic Plaza, BinShui West Road, Nankai District, Tianjin, 300381, PR.Chi
i i 5178624155

~ Tl ]

Tel: +86 22 2374 1122 Email: tlanjin@suropeanchamber.com.cn Websits: www.europsanchamber.com.cn

ISETAN Binhai New Area Shop i
SPECIAL INFORMATION m§mEn:!:”Anco"m

R
J apanﬂesej} estaurant

~ TEL: 022-6554-1036
1E26-14:30 (10: 13:30)
T:30-2290 (18: 71:99)

DELIGHTS
International Food
T e

Special for Women’s Day
B EmY

HEBERLM Seafood Spaghetti
R 38/t RMB 38

g Griled ng Chicken %93
e vENS
68T/ RMB 68

TH : 022-8654-1837
1082200 (19: 2180)

HAR): 3heR (FU3 -8 (A3
Promation pedod: TH : 02245541039
Miarch 6 (Thursday] to 8 (Sunday) TH-2100 (10: 2:09)

ADD TEDA MSD No.B2 2nd Avenue TEDA Tlan]in
Tel:6527-1111 Hrs:11:00-21:00(Restaurant 11:30-22:00)
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Upcoming Events

Tax Seminar - Individual Income Tax Management (in Chinese)
Friday, March 7, 2014 | 15:00 - 17:00 | German Chamber Tianjin Office
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Seminar - How to Apply for Visa to Germany
- Information by the German Embassy and the German Chamber of Commerce (English/Chinese)
Tuesday, March 11, 2014 | 15:00 - 17:00 | German Chamber Tianjin Office

TR dail a0
MABLTERGCE

e

Against the background of increasing Sino-German business ties, the application for business visa to Germany for Chinese manager, employees
and business partners is of great significance for most companies. However, HR departments of German and Chinese companies are often lost when
it comes to apply for a visa. Therefore, the German Embassy and the German Chamber of Commerce provide information on how and where to apply
for business visa to Germany. The seminar will provide guidance on:

- the visa services of the German embassy,

- the conditions for applying for a Schengen visa,

- relevant regulations, deadlines and the time needed for an application,

- the correct completion of the application form,

- common mistakes that might delay or even prevent the issuance of visa, and
- the concrete benefits for members of the German Chamber of Commerce

Speakers: Ingo Ganns, Visa Officer, German Embassy
Ms. Li Nan, Visa Service Manager, German Industry & Commerce Greater China - Beijing

More upcoming Events

March 5, 2014: Networking Dinner in TEDA, Delights Bar & Restaurant
March 6, 2014: Special Event - Airbus Tianjin Factory Tour, Airbus Tianjin
March 26, 2014: Kammerstammtisch Tianjin, Drei Kronen 1308 Brauhaus Tianjin

German Chamber Tianjin Office:Room 1502, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073
Tel./Fax:+86 22 8787 9249
Email: tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de = Website: www.china.ahk.de
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It was an excellent start to the new semester at the Hopeland
International Kindergarten. Basking in the sunshine of the early
morning, the children and teachers were so pleased to be together
again.The lovely Arnold, Mickey and Minnie joined the students
and teachers in the new classroom where a wide range of activities
were enjoyed by all participants. At 9:30am the teachers and
children were all dressed up in their uniforms and the opening
ceremony began. After the principal’s speech, the national flag was
raised and all present were so excited about what the future will
have in store for them.We wish everyone a wonderful semester!
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Sreamed LRGN Steamed vegetable  Steamed shrimp
vegetuble and pork and pork and pork
dimnplings dumplings dumplings Shao-Mai Specialty

Xiao Long Bao %

Ao

The Best Xiao Long Bao in Tianjin

S
D :
Bin Shui Dao Store: No. 18 Binshui Dao, Hexi, Tianjin (intersection of Binshui Dao and Zijin Shan Road) Tel: 022-2813 8138
TEDA Store: 4F, ISETAN, 2nd Avenue, TEDA, Tianjin Tel: 022-6554 1035
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Back to School

Mania

By Daniel McCool

here’s no doubt that the first day back to
school can be crazy.

The first day back is the time when you
need to gather all your paperwork and materials.
Packing your bag the night before school day isa
great way to ensure your morning is not a train
wreck.

Are you one of those fussy dressers who
tries on their whole wardrobe before finally
ending up wearing the first thing you tried on?
What is important is that you wear something
that makes you feel comfortable, be it a
brand-new pair of shoes or a well-worn old pair
of run-arounds. If you do plan to wear new shoes,
however, be sure to break them in a few days
before going back to school to prevent your feet
howling at you long before school breaks.

Emotions

Lots of people feel anxious, scared, or
excited about school.

Don't feel bad if you feel nervous about
going back to school - everyone feels nervous or
shy at some point. Be honest with yourself: after a
long break, getting used to the workload and
routine of school takes some getting used to. If
you do feel a mental breakdown coming on,
however, just think back to some other first days"

everything probably settled down after a few days.

Itis important to meet new people and get
reacquainted with old friends. The key is to start
small: If large groups make you nervous, try
saying hello to one or two new people a day. The
best place to start is with the person who ends
up being your new desk mate. Or, try asking
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Even after a few days, if
you still feel
uncomfortable, try
talking with the school

counselor, a favorite
teacher, or someone

some new people to sit with you in the cafeteria.

Even after a few days, if you still feel
uncomfortable, try talking with the school
counselor, a favarite teacher, or someone else
you trust with your feelings. The most important
consideration is time: adjustment problems are

only temporary.

Making Your Way Through the Lunchroom
After gym, everyone's favorite period is -
almost undoubtedly — lunch. But with foods like

rice; noodles, or porridge staring you in the
face when you're at your most hungry, it can
be hard to make healthy choices.

Here are some tricks to choosing foeds
that will keep you focused and active
throughout the day — as well as help you
grow and develop throughout the school
year:

Get a copy of the menu. Knowing what's
on the menu puts you in contral: You can pick
and choose which days you want to buy
lurch and when you want to bring your own.

Head for the salad bar. If your school offers a
salad bar, take advantage. If you'd rather pack,
consider adding carrot sticks, a piece of fresh fruit,
or pretzels to your lunch bag.

Think energy. Some foods are better
choices than others for maintaining energy
during the day. Choose low-fat proteins, like
chicken, beans, or low-fat yogurt and add lots
of fruits and veggies to your meal. They'll
provide the vitamins and minerals you need
and the energy to get through the day. Foods
that have a lot of simple carbohydrates, like
sugary snacks, donuts, or french fries may give
you a quick rush of energy but it's not
sustainable.

Stop for a snack. You can't concentrate or
absorb new knowledge without a well-fed
mind and body. So take along a healthy snack,
like carrot sticks or trall mix, to stave off
hunger between classes (don't munch during
class, though, or you may face a reprimand)).

Having a Brain Drain?

School seemed simple when you were
younger. Everyone told you where to go, what
classes to take, and how to finish your
homework. Now things are different; there are
so many choices and priorities competing for
your time.,

Here are some things you can do to help
regain control:

Plan ahead. Get a wall calendar or
personal planner. Mark the dates of midterms,
finals, and other tests. Note the due dates of
term papers, essays, and other projects as
they are assigned. List any other time
commitments you have, like basketball
practice or play rehearsals.

Stay ahead. Try not to fall behind. If you
feel yourself falling behind and starting to feel
frustrated, let your teachers know. It's better to
get help early on than to wait and think you
can ace the final if you spend a few nights
cramming. Almost everyone struggles with a
particular subject or class. If you're having

trouble with a particular subject or homework
project, ask your teacher for extra help after
class.

Listen up. Paying attention in class can
actually pay off in the long run. Sure, it's often
easier said than done, but actively listening
and taking notes during lectures can make
recalling information easier when it cormes
time to study and remember things.

Take notes. If you take notes and review
them before class begins {or while studying
for an exam), you can ask a teacher to go over
anything you don't understand. Learning
good note-taking skills in high school also
helps put you ahead of the curve in college,
when good lecture notes are key to studying
and doing well.

Ahh-choo! What to Do?

Nearly everyone gets sick at one time or
another. If you're out sick, ask friends to take
notes and pick up your homework.

If you're out for more than a day or two,
do a little work every day if you feel up to it to
keep from falling behind. Some teachers post
assignmenits and notes on the Internet — find
out if they will accept faxed or emailed
homework. If not, have your mom or dad drop
your assignments off at school. Then be
prepared to make up lab time and tests when
you return.

If you're not feeling well enough to keep
up with your classes, that's OK. It's more
important that you take care of yourself.
Again, establishing a good relationship with
teachers helps them be more understanding
and they'll be able to help you catch up when
you make it back to school.

Survival Tips

Here are some more things that can help
put you ahead in school:

The old saying "breakfast is the most
important meal of the day" is never more true
than when you're going to school. Students
are more alert and perform better in class if
they eat a good breakfast.

Get enough sleep. Studies show that
teens need at least 8% hours of sleep each
night to feel rested. Sleep deprivation can
lead students to fall asleep in class
(embarrassing if you're caught) and can also
make it hard to concentrate. It can be more
productive to get the sleep you need than it is
to stay up late cramming: A recent study
found that students who got adequate sleep
before a math test were nearly three times

more likely to figure out the problem than
those who stayed up all night.

Do more at school and you'll have less to
do at home. Take advantage of those times
during the school day when you're not in
class: Review notes, go to the library or
computer lab, get a head-start on your
hormework, or research that big term paper.
You'll be thankful later while you're at the mall
or a concert and your classmates are stuck at
home cramming!

One of the best ways to make friends
and learn your way around is by joining
school clubs, sports teams, and activities. Even
if you can't kick a 30-yard field goal or sing a
solo, getting involved in other ways — going
to a school play, helping with a bake sale, or
cheering on friends at a swim meet — can
help you feel like a part of things.

School is a time to make friends and try
new things, but it's also a place to learn skills
like organization and decision making that
will come in handy for the rest of your life.




CULTURE

WRIEET, BRHITHRER!

"W, BEAT, WAERT] " X2 HeOF REEN—TEARBEBAHE, IRMEEARE

i%ggéﬂﬁ—ﬁﬁﬂ.ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁAﬂXﬁMnﬁE¢E.ﬁ#ﬁi&ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁtﬁﬁ.EﬁﬁEHﬁAE
$ o

PERREFEE, NLBAKEHEE, MR ERTERNEE. X—SERE LRI dk, £
71, MREATEARAENE. R, ®RAH. EREFXE, RiEEs. X, FHEE T TR
M. KHHAF, ECTRMMKERFRSE,

MRRE—MMNEATAN “FEiR® |, BEREEEX. ERFENETEIEPEIERN—150. 2%
BEAASHERNRKE, ERTEARRATE. AEFERvHER, RERRIFAEMHEE—E,

A, BEEPESFHNER, XHNERLDENREETN. RFEFREET L EAES RN
o LEMMETTE, —(BERNPOA T LTS — A ENECAEER, FECRTEAN, SREMEAXA
HhEER B A SR & A T TR AR R RIARA00007T. EAREMABRRRCE T XFER, TXIE
HERMS RTINS T

A EHRTREEFELGZESENFRERT AN EERTEEA . BEATHRRRE/LTAREM ST,
%ﬂﬁgﬁé'ﬁx".ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ,Eﬁﬁ'i&m?'ﬁ'ﬂ%’ﬁ+§#uﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁm&

" o

ERACENFERATPEALRREE, E0FERNTHLAETFESEREFNRESS, ANTER
ERFEERINABRES, ANSATERTILE,

At ARRBHEBAANT L8 K BHRBIZFM AT T R? BETURERERE—PRE, ASREEF
HRERREANEETERREAES.

e FLBORHRNRESWRE T —WERXZEMFBENEZARZRFALE, THIEE/A AR
TEE. SSERNENEANSFEADEbSE, FELE. £, FET. REABTHRS DHEHT
#f, ATRURERREEE R,

A EFILAMMETNERR T, 00 CRERE, AHELRE FaNRL 0 AREEER
it AIMERBEAMIEE, “EESEX RARENATAE, TERSIHEN T RKEEERR—PRX
RS —IRRERE. TN, SARET, FEEFRRbER,

Help, I've Fallen
and | Can’t Get Up!........

i H elp, I've Fallen and | Cant Get Up!”

was the title of a famous TV
commercial in the United States in the 80%. It
was promoting a security device that a
senior could press if they were in dangerand
the receiver would immediately send help.
This was before mobile phones. The
commercial became very popular and
recited by comedians and other TV shows.
The commercial showed an elderly lady, (her
name was Mrs, Fletcher) had fallen in the
bathroom and unable to get up on her own,
she presses the device and socn help is on
the way.

I use this illustration for two events that
have occurred in China recently and
demonstrate the changing culture and
perspective towards the elderly. Respect
and filial duty towards elderly and parents is
still very strong in China, probably more than
in Western societies. The Chinese family has
always been very important extended unit
with the patriarch as the head and filial
obligations met by the children,

One can also see this with the way
Chinese address their relatives. In the West,
we use the general terms of Uncle, Aunt and
Cousin without differentiation. In Chinese
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there are nine different levels of identification
that is dependent upon: generation, lineage,
relative age and gender. In Chinese culture
where the extended family is still valued,
kinship terms have survived well into current
usage. Also, since it is not proper to refer to or
address a more senior family relation by his or
her given name, the kinship term is the only
possible term of address. When there are
many siblings as in many older Post-World
War |l baby-boomer families, the relation is
distinguished and addressed according to
age or rank.

For example, X Da (great/senior/elder)
is used in the address for A DaYi (the eldest
sister of one's mother); Z# ErYi for the
second eldest sister of one's mother; =&
SanYi, for the third eldest sister of one's
mother, etc. In cases where someone is older
than his more senior relation, such as an
uncle, it is common to address the senior
relation with a diminutive suffix.

This is something not as strong in
Western cultures, ask a westerner to define
filial and most do not know. In Chinese, filial
piety or duty is i "Xiac Shun”and is one of
the most important aspects of the culture. |
am not saying that Westerners do not respect
their elders, or not care about their parent, but
probably with not as much emphasis as in
China. Whereas in the West, an independent
way of life is the custom and thoughts of
sharing an apartment with your son or
daughter is not the norm, like it is in China.

This family devotion can be seen by the
several heart-tugging TV cormmercials leading
up to Spring Festival, showing children going

through great difficulties to journey back
home by train, bus or sea to celebrate the
New Year with parents. The reality probably
plays out more dramatically, as each year;
hundreds of millions make the annual trek
during this holiday.

However, this part of the Chinese culture
is changing as China changes. Back to my first
example with the "Help, I've Fallen..”
commercial. In the past year, there were
several instances of a fallen old lady, in
Liacning, that was helped by a passing good
Samaritan, Ms. Wang, who took pity on her
and escorted the lady to a local hospital,
called the relatives and even paid the 200rmb
doctor fee. Only to find out later that the old
lady and her family sued Ms. Wang for
40,000rmb, claiming that she caused the fall,
Thankfully, the surveillance camera on the bus
showed the truth and Ms. Wang was
vindicated.

The second example of changing
cultural attitudes is the introduction of a law
last year that states children must visit and
care for their parents. The Chinese
government is taking the ancient custom of
filial piety — that is, paying respects to one's
elders, to a whole new level by enacting a law,
effective on July 1, 2013, that requires citizens
to frequently visit their elderly parents or keep
in touch with them. The law, which was
initially passed at the end of 2012 by China’s
National People's Congress, was part of
several amendments to the Protection of the
Rights and Interests of the Elderly legislation.

Some details of the law remain vague; for
examnple, the law only states “family members
who live apart from their parents should often
visit or send regards to their parents” Under
Chinese |aw, elderly parents’ are defined as
those aged at least 60 and living on their own.
According to Article 17 of the new law, family
members are prohibited from “overlooking or
neglecting the elderly” but do not specify
how much time is legally considered as
“neglect” and instead defers to the discretion
of the elderly. In addition, if elderly parents
think their “spiritual needs” are being ignored
by their children, they will be able to apply for
mediation or bring their case to court.

Although respect for the elderly is
deeply engrained in Chinese society, three
decades of market reforms have accelerated
the breakup of China's traditional extended
family, and there are few affordable
alternatives  like in the West, such as
retirement homes.

This all started when a mother felt that
her children were neglecting her and sued
them. Her case was heard and she won and
the children were ordered to visit and support
the mother, The new law is thought to be
difficult to enforce but felt it was the Chinese
government’s way of issuing a statement. The
other part of Chinese culture that is important
“Saving Face” T+ Mian Zi and no cne would
want to be embarrassed by their parents to
appear in court for charges of neglect to their
parents.

Why these recent changes to
generations of cultural norms for caring for
those in need and the elderly? | think that the
one-child policy is one cause and the other is
the speed that the economy and resulting life
style pressures have an influence.

The one-child policy has resulted with
one young family have responsibility for 4 sets
of parents and more if you include
grandparents. In the past, siblings shared this
responsibility. The pressures of modern living
in the cities, mean that couples have to focus
on making a living, making more money, to
buy an apartment, a car and provide a good
education for their child. Many are living away
from hometowns and family support systems.

This results in a very private and narrow
living environment. They do not want to get
involved with other’s hardships or problems,
especially when they hear of good Samaritans
being sued for trying to help. On the subject
of Filial Duty, | don't believe in the saying:
“Absence makes the heart grow fonder” |
think that longer absences and greater distant
will make the relationships more distance:
*Out of sight, Out of mind” The modern age of
WeiXin, Skype and Cell Phones does not
replace the warmth of a hug or the sharing of
a meal.

So, next time you see someone in need,
help; and start planning a trip to visit your
parents, now.

:

eplace the warmth of a

honesd
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Disappearing
memory and
solid history

ebruary 13 to 15 saw the opening ceremony of the first Yang Liu Qing China

International Folk Photography Festival. The festival was held in front of the Yang Liu
Qing Guang Ming Palace of this andent town. This year the festival exhibited 17,351 pieces
phetographs works representing more than 900 photegraphers fram 29 provinces in China.
Photographers from South Africa and other countries also had their photographic skills on
display. There were 43 folk themed photography exhibitions including the work of the deputy
editor-in-chief of Tianjin Today Magazine, Zhang Jian. His collection was called the “Old
Hutongs in Tianjin”

The older generaticn of Tianjiners lived in hutongs built around a quadrangle courtyard.
The residents of these neighborhoods have many stories to tell and are a major part of our
city's cultural tradition. However, since 2003,
large-scale urban renewal projects have begun
in Tianjin and many of the old courtyards and
bungalows are disappearing. So, as a record of
the original housing style of Tianjin, Mr. Zhang
Jian has been racing against the roaring
bulldozers 1o get a phatographic record of the
people’s lives before it is gone forever.

In the future, when people lock at these
pictures it will seem that they were taken
centuries ago. Fortunately, the familiar scenes
and vivid facial expressions of the present will be
available for the generations of the future to sse
how their predecessors lived.
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Tianjin and Albert

a Centennial Tale of Two Cities

By Gong Tleying
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eople always rermember things that deeply
move them regardless of how old the storyis.
The story of Tianjin and Albert is a touching tale of
two clties - one In Ching, the other In France, It is
still wiorth telling even though the story is almost
acentury old,
In December 1994, the mayor of Tianjin
received a thank you letter from the mayor of
Albert, Mr Demilly, He wrote:

Dear Mayor of Tianjin,

Pease find enclosed two documents regarding
the help your city gave minein 1920, ltwas soon after
the First World War when most of our city had been
destroyed and our dtizens traumatized by events.
Tianjin and other dties helped us in our
reconstruction and, in doing so, we bestowed on
them the honor of being bur kind father! We, in our
ity arewondering ifyou have any records of the kind
favors your city did for us 75 years ago. Albert is the
onlydityin France with a Tianjin Street! We would fike
to take this opportunity to rekindie the friendly
relationship between our two dities.

Please get in touch with us soon

Yours faithiully
Mayor Demilly

The mayor of Tianjin immediately replied
expressing his wishes that  the friendship
between the two cities would continue, As well,
he forwarded it w the office of city history ©
check what information they had. A complete
report was discovered In the Tianfin lbrary
archives in the oldest Tlanjin newspaper - Y1 Shi
Bao. The story of Sino-France frilendship comes to
life when you read their accounts,

Great sympathy shown for Albert from
Tianjin

Albert is a city in the Somme in the north of
France. It is 150km from Paris on the Belgian
border. It was founded in Roman times and was
offidally declared a city in 1178. In 1620, the
French monarch Louis Xll, named the city after
the well known noble Lord Charles de Albert. It
became an industial city known for
manufacturing bikes, elevators and sewing
machines before the Frst World War. It was a

Rulned Albert Cathedral INWW T

beautiful place. In September 1914, Albert was
invaded and was socon under the control of
German troops. The  Albert Cathedral and the
golden statue of the Virgin were sericusly
damaged in the invasion. The city center, factories
and stations were bombed. By the time it was
liberated on August 23, 1918 the city was almost
deserted with only a few war weary dwellers
remaining.

The First World War ended with the victory
of the Allies. The reconstruction of many cities like
Albert in Eurcpe gamered the attention of the
workd. Although at the same time there was a
serious flood in Tianjin, our citizens dug deeply
into their pockets to  donate to help rebuild
Albert

Tianjin public fund ralsing efforts for
Albert

In Tianjin, representatives from various
sactons set up the WWI Masonlc assoclation to
ralse funds for cities like Albert, The headmasters
from more than 50 schools in Tlanjin decided to
organize a combined parade urging people to
donate, Around 5000 flags of the Allied countries
were hung on the main roads of Tianjin, There
were eleven parade teams, each one
representing one of the eleven Allied countries
and nine floats that traveled around the dity
attracting an enthusiastic and sympathetic
crowd.

The press and post office staff offered their
services for free in processing the donations. The
Nan Kai School students performed plays with all
proceeds going as donations. In less than ten
weeks, 212,131 Yinyuan was collected from
91,993 people. Donations ranged from 5000
Yinyuan to 6 Lin with every donation a symbol of
goodwill to assist in the reconstruction of Europe
from the people of Tianjin,

Felix Pemod was bom in Albert and was
working as a plant protection engineer. He raised
227 507 Francs while in Tianjin, With this donation,
Albert was able to build a maternity hospital and
a children’s canteen. In 1920, the road between
these two buildings was named Tianjin Street! A
Tianjin monument’ was built in the street ©

commemorate the donations. An office in the
Albert government building was named the
Tianjin Office’ and adorned with paintings of
Tianjin,

Centuries of Sino-Franco friendship

In fact, the friendship between Albert and
Tianjin can be traced back to 1911, Mayor Demilly
told us that a lieutenant from the Somme had
served as a technical adviser for the Aviation
Administration of China. Beijing Nanyuan airport
was built with his help and he worked with the
first 80 student pilots. An order of 12 aingaft was
also made by Beijing Nanyuan airport and it was
supervised by the lieutenant who personally flew
one of the French planes from Beijing to Tianjin. It
was also the first flight between Beliing and
Tianjin.

Demilly said Albert is a city which knows
what it means to give and receive help to others.
Now, after one hundred years, he is offering his
city's gratitude to its Tianjin friends half a world
away.

In December 2013, a France and Tianjin’
photo exhibition was held in Paris, which retold
the stories of the two dities and demonstrated the
generous and wlerant spirt of the residents of
Tianjin. The exhibition made a great impression
onall who sawit A former member of the French
congress stated that the stories of the two dities
had inspired the French people’s interest in Tianjin
and helped make new progress in the
Sino-Franco relation

We visited Albert after the exhibltion. The
clty seems 1o have always been beautiful and
peaceful, it Is as If there was no war at all, After
leaming we were from Tlanjin, the dtlzens offered
us a warm and heart felt welcome of Ni Hao, We
visited the hospital and canteen donated by the
people of Tianjin. There were more than 300
babies in this hospital. It is a great feeling to know
that Tianjin's pecple have helped welcome them
into the world.

I think the donations from Tianjin have been
put to a great cause The war caused sc much
damage to Albert and Tts dtizens. However, what
Tianjin has done for Albert is to help in its rebirth.
We will never forget our trip to Albert. Albert will
always be remembered for s beauty and
because it is a living reminder of the continuing
friendship between China and Frence.
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JI Shi Newspaper reported an the pa_rade
on Nov.20, 1918.
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Coffee and Steamed Buns?

Go Believe!

By Paula Taylor

f course you all know what and where

Goubuli ( yis don't you? You should
de, it is the brand that Tianjiners are most proud
of, and there are branches all over the dty. You
may alko know it by the sirange English
translation of Go Believe. Tianjiners will abways ask
you if you like the food in Tianjin and then they
will automatically say "Goubuli Baozi | just
burmiped into a guy from Beijing who now livesin
London and he told me he used 1o go to Tianjin
allthe tirne, and then he said Do you like “Goubuli
baczi?" | laughed. Baozi or stuffed dumplings
started out as humble street food and therefore
should normally be quite cheap. They are -if you
eat them elsewhere rather than at this restaurant.
The reascn that the Goubuli brand is expensive is
because Tt is known as a Lao Zi Hao { %
which means it is an old established brand, and
this gives it a certain distinction. In fact this brand
is around 155 years old.

Many of their shops are rther ornate affairs
which no doubt contributes to their clde worlde
atmosphere. Just before Spring Festival they doa
roaring trade in baozi gift boxes. The shop in Shui
Shang Bei Dao does not have enough space to
stock all the boxes, so they are always stacked
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outside in the road  Howewver although people
like 1o give them as gifts, their expensiveness and
exdusiity mean that many people cannct
actually bear to eat them themselves. They can
swallow the price if they are giving them to a
friend, but will not spend that much money on
themsehves usually.

However there has been a revolution at
Goubuli. Previously thelr high prices meant that
the baczi were being marketed as a high-end
food, and the restaurants as high class, which
meant that ordinary people were really priced out
of the market. This is strange when you consider
that the humbile origins of the baozi meant that
they were originally aimed at the ordinary
person’s pocket. As previously stated, just recently
though there have been a few developments
that have altered the way Gobuli are doing
business, and one extremely surprising tumn of
events is taking place.

Firstly, the Govemment has cracked down
an the expense accounts of officials, so gone are
the days of having long expensive lunches and
dinners courtesy of the State. This has meant that
the expensive restaurants have seen a significant
dip in their profits and now need to woo the
ordinary customers back. These restaurants are
finding out that diners of more modest means
are infinitely better than no diners  Having
chased them away with their high prices, there is
enly one thing for them to do to bring them back
- cut prices, To this end Goubuli have indeed
slashed thelr prices by 5096, They are also on track
to open around 100 stores across Tianjin by next
year, and these stores will be selling steamed
buns o take away,

Incidentally if you are in any doubt that
Chinese people are proud of bacd, you may be
interested 1o know that a famous baczi chain in
Beifling has experienced a leap in custom sinca the
Chinese leader, Xi Jinping, dropped in

unexpectedly and had a meal at one of their
branches late last year. In order to csh in on this
experience, the restaurant is now selling a spedal
meal which they say he ordered, and for the
princely sum of 21 yuan, you 500 can eat like a
presidert. No doubt the message 1s that if humble
food is fit for the leader of China, it is fit for aryone.
No doubt toa the politicians will want to follow the
good example set of not wasting publicfunds!
The price cut also came hot on the heels of
Goubuli's surprising revelation that it is poised to
purchase a famous American coffee chain. Of
course it goes without saying that whilst wheels
are still in motion they are not prepared to reveal
the name of this coffee chain, but suffice it to say
that they have revealed that the sales network of

People are wondering if
there are going to be
flavoured steamed

:_buns, or steamed buns
flavoured coffee.

this business involves hundreds of outlets across
mione than 40 countries and regions. ifthat isthe
case there are surely only one or two chains that
fit these aiteria. On hearing this news my first
reaction was that | wanted to use their Erglish
name and say *Go Believel] but according to
Zhang Yansen, chalman of the board of Goubuli,
negotiations have reached the final stage and the
completion of the deal is set to take place in the
first half of this year,

This Is quite intriguing, as steamed buns and
coffee make strange bedfellows, There have been
miyriad speculations and Jokes doing the rouncls
on the intemet. People are wondering if there are
going 1o be coffee flavoured steamed buns, or

steamed buns flavoured coffee. | am tempted 1o
make a few of my own, like will they rename the
shops Starbuns or Costbuli? You will realise of
course that | am just speculating, | don't know
who the coffee chain s, in fact | dor't know any
mere than you do. Actually | do know a little bit,
the coffee chain beginning Cos. is British, so that
rules it out. Other questions 1o be asked are will
they keep the coffee outlets intact or will they be
incorporated into the baoz stores, or vice versa?

Chinese people love new things so if
Goubuli starts to sell coffee in their shops, or the
coffee shops start to sell steamed buns, the locals
will flock there. In fact if the acquisition does go
ahead, rather than being strange it is actually
good business sense. This is particularly so i the
coffee shops do sell baoa on their premises, and
indeed it is hard to imagine that they wont take
advantage of such a2 good opportunity, the
reascn being this; not all Chinese people drink
coffee, and the older generations particularly
avoid it However they all love baozi so even if
they don't want to visit the coffee shop to drink
coffes, they mast definitety will visit to buy buns.
The coffee lovers will no doubt leap at the chance
1o have something a bit more substantial to eat
than what the coffee shops curently offer.

it has been fun imagining and speculating
how Tt is all going to come abolr, so | think if they
do not actually succeed in buying the coffee chain
it will be quite disappointing. It definitely is a novel
idlea that has taken a kot of people by surprise,

When | fold the Beljing guy that Goubuli
were going to buy a coffee chain, | said "Baca and
coffee don't gotogether, His reply was"Who says”
and then he laughed, | can imagine dear old
Mary saying to me*This is China, we can dowhat
we like!” | almost forgot, In China any kind of food
and drink go together and why not! | guess our
American friends hold the monopoly on coffes
drinking, maybe they should decide.
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ou never hear a dying person say:‘l wish

| had a chance to work longer”

It is obvicus from the above statement,
where your priorities should be. But it is not sc
simple, in order to enjoy your life; you need to
have money to meet living standards and
obligations. The question Ts: “How much
money is encugh?” and when do you stop
and smell the roses?

This is not an easy question and will
depend upon each individual’s stage of life
and their priorities. A person that is young and
just starting a career will want to devote more
time to work as it will have a greater result on
their future compared to someone that is
older and near retirement | think the older
you are, the more you value the quality of time
and guality of [ife, | just hope that one realizes
this before time runs out.

| recall someone saying, "You are as busy
as you want to be” Meaning that you control
your time and your activities and schedule.
You can always say no. It may not be so
simple, if it is orders from your boss, but when

you find that your work conflicts too often
with your lifestyle, perhaps changing jobs
should be considered.

Before thinking of changing jobs for the
sake of gaining ground on our *work life
balance® is silly, stop and think. We need to
evaluate if the mental, physical and emational
“costs" related to our job are too high. Think of
three assets that we all possess, time, money,
and talent. Mostly Tkely our job is “costing” us
big in the “time” and “talent” category. Are we
investing too much? Do we need to perhaps
consider “diversifying” the investment of our
*time” and "talent® with the goal of achieving a
better work life balance? Are we working to
live or living to work? If we gain the world but
lose our health, happiness, and family along
the way, can we truly say we've kept our
“balance™

Setting realistic priorlties and objectives
is a good way to keep you on track. All your
pricrites cannot be related to work and
career, 5o make sure there are some goals
related to personal development and just
plain fun, what do you enjoy doing? Make
time for these activities by using your time
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wisely. Having a to do list and sharing this with
your partner is helpful. Those that are single
will have an easier time than those with
partners, which require compromise and
accommaodating mutual goals.

Take 60 seconds right now, grab a pen
and paper or electronic device of choice and
actually note a few of your most important
goals. If 60 seconds are about over and you've
yet to record more than one or two goals, or
all your goals are related to work, perhaps you
are already further from that “life work
balance” than realized! After all, if you don't
even know where you are going, what are the
chances you will ever arrive? So please, take
time routinely to think about, set and adjust
your “work life balance”goals. For example, in
addition to making more meney or getting a
promation, do you have a goal related to daily
exercisa? What's a million dollars if you are sick
and too feeble to enjoy it? Do you have a goal
related to improving yourself as a person,
such as reading something related to morals
and ethics?

| recently met a new business client in
Tianjin who had immigrated to Canada and
returned te China for the Spring Festival. He
indicated to me that his first pricrity was to his
parents who are in their 80%s and living here
on their own. Since he is their only son, he
feals obligated to spend at least one month
each year during this important holiday with
them. He has structured his life to
accommodate this. His work in Canada is
scheduled to allow him this time; his wife and

daughter understand and do not accompany
him sa that he can devote this period to his
parents. | admire not only the filial duty but
also the dedication of his life towards this
goal; and he was happy.

| think it is important that a person has
something to target and know what gives
satisfaction. For everyone this is different and
the target changes as we change. One piece of
advice is to think about what you are doing
now and will it make any difference to you five
or ten years from now? People have hobbies
that can range from collections to leaming
new skills; it is better to try rather than woefully
looking back and saying,*What if | had.. *

The pace of the world and
communication has changed dramatically in
just a few decades; it is amazing to think that
the cell phone and Intemet was not widely
used 20 years ago. Now they are a part of
everyone’s life and prebably ane of the big
factors in the discussion of Life/Work balance.
Prior to these two weapons of mass
communication being invented, the response
time of communication was days or sven

weeks. It was common to say: “It’s in the mail”
and people were used to this and planning
cycles and response times were much slower.
Now people expect a reply immediately, at
least within the day or even hours. Most
peaple wont bother to call someone of the
office landline, opting for the cell phone or
using WeiXin to see if you received their email
why you haven't answered.

| am not saying that these two modemn
pillars or Invention are evil but how we use
them Ts the key. We should not be their slaves,
but rather they should be our tools. It is pitiful
to see a family or friends sitting at a restaurant
table with their heads bowed and two hands
in front. They are not praying, everyone Iis

texting, surfing or emailing someone. You
have also seen people with their hands under
the table during a meeting doing the same.
This is rude and frankly wasting athers time,
why not turn off all devices and focus on the
meeting at hand and try to end earlier with
maore meaningful results.

The most absurd scene is seeing a driver
in a vehicle, with a cell phone in one hand and
a cigarette in the other trying to negotiate
Tianjin rush hour traffic. It's illegal and more
important, dangercus to your health and
those around you.

In actuality, achieving a life work balance
in Tianjin as an expat is possible, especially
when compared with life back home. Let’s try
and wean ourselves from those weapons and
magnets of time. Turn electronic devices off
during meetings and quality time with friends
and family, Don't jJump every time you hear
the beep of a message or the custom ring of
your phone, If you replied on your own terms
and at your own time, It gives you a chance to
organize and think about your response,
Remember, time Is yours to spend if you can
control It. Lastly, don't forget to get moving,
health is equally if not more important than
money when it comes to enjoying life and
maintaining a good Iife work balancel
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Beaches and
Seafood

from Shan Dong Province

by Hayley Fletcher & David Wong
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Clutching a bag of Tsingdao and sauntering
down the promenade towards Chinas one and
only Beer Museum is not a bad way 1o start any
holiday, but beyond the waves of Tsingdao,
Qingdao as a seaside retreat really has plenty to
offer its tourists.

| arrived on early Friday Morning. As i fell out
of the traincascading down with a landslide of
sunflower seed sells and empty instant noodle
pots, i rather wished 1'd chosen Sanya over the
Blackpoo! of China.

Beng swept along by red and blue baseball
capsimanaged toslide out of the exit as the tour
groups formed and the megaphone started up,
and at once 1 was welcomed by the taste of
warm, salty air. Being used to the iy climbs of
northern Ching, i stripped off my jumper, gloves
and knitted scarf and headed to the coast
Ambling down the steep streets of the Old Town
lined with casks of Tsingdao, sea shells and
harbecued squid | became rather taken with two
things: Qingdacd’s styllstic architecture and the
presence of Iving, wriggling, and seafood in
buckets.

The architecture 1s a Msually ornate
reminder of Shan Dongs past as a German
concessionary city from 1897, Prior to the
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Germman occupation, Qingdao was a small
fishing village and still to this day local people still
utilize the cities best asset its proximity to the
sea, Ope could only imagine that with a
sprinkling to salt and a qush of garlic the
swaying black sea cucumbers and the living,
mammoth sea snails would actually tum out to
be rather tasty!

The midday sun was shining and as i
approached the beach i realized | had come
unprepared. | hadrt packed a bikini on two
accounts- one was that it was eary March,
another was that of Chinese beaches i know one
thing- that a friend of mine had once compared
them to Miso soup: “murky waters with
unidentifiable floating objects!" indeed, my
preconceptions of Qingdao’s beaches were that
a paddle was more likely to resultin a tetanus jab,
than a playful afterncon beside the seal But from
the white sand i could see clean, dear blue
waters and many eager tourists were alraady
kitted out in swimwear.

Indeed, the last few years have really
changed Qingdao, with govemmental money
being pumped into the coastal dty from the
2008 Beijing Olympics, the sand is white and the
sea is clean. As a result Qingdao has opened its
doors to Chinese and Western tourists alike
offering warm temperatures throughout the
year, coastal bars and restaurants, and beautifully
distinct architecture. With its abundance of
natural beauty and growing human resources,
the yearround schedule of tourist attractions
and events, coupled with numerous tourist
facilites as well as an extensive public
transportation network, make Qingdao an ideal
tourist destination both at home and abroad. So
with a little hesitation 7 dipped my feet into its
watery depths and enjoyed the Qingdaos
seaside luxury making no acquaintances with
any floating objects.

RiZhao

RiZhao is a coastal city in southeastemn
ShanDong province about 170 kilometers from
the more famous city of Qingdaa on the Yellow
Sea. Ifyou are planning to be In Qingdao and you
want to experience a visit to be more local city
and not as developed or commerdalized,
consider a visit to RiZhao.

The name of the city Iterally means
"sunshine®, The ¢ity Is known for Its sustainability,
and it mandates solar water heaters in all new
buildings. Rizhao city was recognized by the
United Nations as one of the most habitable

dties in the world in 2009. The dty population
stands at 2,801,100 as of the 2010 census.

One amazing statistic s 99% of the
buildings in Rizhao are equipped with solar
water heaters. The ity s quite clean and few
foreigners are seen in the city so expect stares
and be prepared touse your Chinese as Englishis
not so common.

There are two beach areas: WangPingKou
HEOMMRand the Rizhao Beach National

The r_lame uf the city

Park H FEREE RIBHAE.

Bring your own towels, and an extra one for
sittirgg. There are few umbrella stands so if you
want to stay out of the sun, you can rentor buy a
large umbrella. There are showering areas but
cost is 1 b per person so bring some small
change. Probably a good idea to bring an extra
set of carkeys and | also suggest that someonein
yeur group always remains with your personal
belongings onthe beach.

There are many food stands and dothing
stands at the beach areas but | would
recommend that you save your appetite for
eating at many of the restaurants that suround
the area. The food will be fresher and
surrounding more pleasant. If you need to buy
that swimsuit or floatation device, | also suggest
the off beach areas for a better price and quality.

There are several hotels mostly 3 starand |
did not see any intemational brands but a quick
check on the website showed a Home Inn rated
3 star with rates at 200mb. The seafood
restaurants are numerous and we stopped at
one and had, fish, shimps, dams and a
vegetable dish for less than 300mb including
drinks. Shandong does not traditionally eat rice
as a staple as they do in Southern China.
Therefore | suggest vou try, dumplings, pancakes
or noodles instead.

There is a huge wholesale fish market in
RiZhao, It would be an interesting stop in the
morming 1o see every type of Ive seafood on sale.
There are also dried goods and you may want 1o
buy some dried shrimp or cysters or seaweed or
kelp, which are excellent for soups,

July and August are tourlst high season for
the area s0 you may want 10 consider
September or October when the kids are back In
school,
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The Tianjin Natural

History Museum

By Carmen King

here to go? A proverbial question asked
countless times by people around the
world. HereS a suggestion, the next time you have
some spare time, take a trip to the Tlanjin Natural

History Museum.

Why? When the weather is poor, outdoor
activities are no longer the ideal choice Therefore
the next time it is rminy, windy, Ioy, snowy of the air

is less than ideal, zke 2 trip to the Tianjin Natural
History Museum. Indoors and recently recpened,
its climate controlled museum will have you
enjoying your time off instead of complaining
about the lousy weather. In addition, the Tianjin
Natural History Museum is open on all
govemment recognized  holidays. Therefore
especially, when you have time off from work the
museumn & a fine choice: Note though, every
Monday the museum is closed. Museurn hours of
operation are Tuesday through Sunday, 9am to 4
prm; note however tickets stop being issued at 330
pm.

As it relates to amenities, every floor of the
museurn has public restrooms and is accessible
via escalator and elevator. There is a shop on the
first floor where drinks can be purchased; Tn
addition the museum does allow visitors to bring
their own water. However, akoholic drinks of any
form are prohibited. On the topic of restrictions,
lighters, matches and the like should be left at
home or in the car, as they are all prohibited, along
with weapons of any type. There is a security
screening requined on entrance, with an x-ray scan
of all bags. Another point to mention is the need
to bring a govemment issued form of
identification, for expats this is your passport 47,
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for locals this is your basic govemment ID BHEHIE,
as this is required to receive a ticket to enter. Tickets
are available at the front of the museum. You do
not need to buy them as museum tickets are free
cf change.

What is different about the new Tianjin
Natural History Museurn when compared to the
o? Mainly, the animals on display at the
museurn are manmade replications and not
actually alive. So if you are looking for an option
cther than being in dose proximity to live wild
animals, the Tianjin Natural History Museum is a
great choice for inaeasing knowledge of the
animal kingdom. The Tianjin Natural History
Museumn has also designed interactive play areas
and animated multimedia content suitable for
children, thus nat only adults but espedally young
cnes will enjoy a tour.

Another unique aspect of the Tianjin Matural
History Museum is its location. Please note the old
museum was located in HeXi District on
MaChangDao. That location was neither
convenient nor dramatically large in size. The new
Tianjin Natural History Museum is now located on
YouYilw, which T also In HeXi District ETipg
EREEENS (5 HLEZN) .

The new Tianjin Natural History Museum is

twice the size of the old museurn. Itis now a part
of the large Tianjin Cuttural Center FEESCHLHL,
which makes it unigue te the Beifing, Shanghai
and Chongging Natural History Museums. A frip
to the Tianjin Natural History Museum puts within
walking distance other major cultural atiractions
in Tianjin such as the Tianjin Museurn, Tianjin Art
Museurn, Tianjin Library, and Tianjin Grand
Theatre. Since all these Museumns are in one place,
it is advised you familiarize yourself with the lay of
the land, as the Cultural Center is quite large. The
Tianjin Natural History Museum Js the dome
shaped building, at the comer of YouYilu and
PingliangDao.

Asit relates to transportation, @b orcris the
best way of arriving. This is due to the fact that
there is a free parking area accessible via YouYilu
and pretty much every cab driver knows where
the museum is located. If you speak Chinese,
simply tell them you want to go to the KB4
TEBEAN TR AR - or show them the
characters printed here. Currently there is no good
place for storing your bicyde or electric bike in the
immediate vicinity of the museum. Armiving via
public bus is another suitable option, as there are
several bus stops in the vidnity of the museum;
one is the Tianjin Museum stop ZCEE TR,
anctheris the BinGuan NanDac Zhan Pt EERs
.The nearest metro stop is NanLou on Line 1 3k
—E48 e from that metro stop, itshould be a
quick cab ride of less than 20 RMB to the museum.
Lastly as it relates to location, f all your time at the
museum has made you hungry, just walk over to
the nearby colossal Galaxy Shopping Centeriii#]
E kM0 where you find more shopping
and eating choices than you will know what to do
with.

Anadditional reason togo to the newTianjin
Natural History Museumn on YouYilu is its massive
expansion. The new musaum is three times the
size of the old museum. Not to mention it has
added a tremendous amount of new exhibits. For
example the dinosaur exhibits in the old museumn
were a mere 10 or so, the new museum now
boasts 30 plus dinosaur exhibits. Therefore
dinosaur fans young and old alike will most
definitely want to pay the new Tianjin Natural
History Muselm a visit.

Ancther sign that Tian]in as a dity is growing
up, and finding its place among the long time
glants of Beliing and Shanghai ¢an be found with
the new Tanjin Natural History Museum, On
average other Natural History Museums suich as in
Befjing and Shanghal have roughly 100,000 items
on display, completely outmatching the
competition, the new Tianjin Natural History
Museum has more than 400,000 items on display.

This means, that expats and Chinese locals alike
Iving in other dties should honestly consider a trip
1o the Tianjin Cultural Center FTEESCELHL, with
the new Tianjin Natural History Museum being a
major highlight of the visit. With fast, comfortable
and economic bullet trains from Beijing and
Shanghai, why not plan a trip sooner than later?

The list of reasons to go to the new Tianjin
Natural History Museum would nat be complete
without mention of the Kenneth E Behring World
Wildlife exhibition hall. This exhibit hall spans the
entire 3rd floor and is really worth seeing. It has
recreated the*zo0"experience by displaying many
life sized animals, with the spedal touch of
sumounding each animal with a re-aeation of
their natural hablt Wonds cant capture the
expearience fully. Many photo ready moments ame
wailing for you! Which is yet another reason
visiting the museum is very enjoyable, cameras
are welcomel

In condusion, the new Tanjin Natural
History Museum has moved to the Tianjin Cultural
Center ZH30ft AL on YouYi Lu in HeXJ District
FTEEAEEE, It Is twice the size of the old
museurm, has nearly tripled the dinosaur exhibits,
and sets records within all of China with having
over 400000 items on display, not 1o mention 1t
has the amazing Kenneth E, Behring World Wildlife
exhibition hall. So the next time you find yourself
contemplating the question "where to go? the
answer Is simple, the new Tianjin Natural History
Museum,




PROMOTION

Chairman Cho Yang-ho stresses ‘connection’and
‘harmony’in New Year speech

Cho Yang-ho, Chairman of the Hanjin Group,
mother company of Korean Air, presented
“tonnection” as a keyword for 2074 during
the New Year meeting held Jan. 2 at the
Korean Air main office in Gonghang-dong,
southwestern Seoul.

Chairman Cho's emphasis on “connection” is
aimed at encouraging all employees to
"connect” and cooperate with each other to
overcome crisis in the New Year based on the
foothold gained in various fields last
yearthrough the in-house “Companionship”
or“Donghang” campaign.

“This year we celebrate the 45th anniversary
of Korean Air, marking an important and meaningful year for the
company, Cho said.“In this uncertain business environment, we must
examine each area of our business, and upgrade our competencies so
that we can earn profit in any circumstances”

“The market conditions in 2014 are uncertain
with conflicting positive and negative
predictions, and the aviation industry will
face fiercer competition,” he further noted,
adding, "A creative and challenged
organization  connected with  open
mindedness is the foundation of creating
value and preparing for the future. It is my
hope that 2014 will be a year in which we
gather together to show our strength and
take on challenges with wisdom.”

Chairman Cho asked the employees to exert
efforts to boost capability by changing work
habits and mindset, Iimprove cost
competitiveness by  enhancing the
effectiveness of resources and maximizing productivity, strengthen
capability for predicting market changes and meeting the needs of
customers, and set up a system that will enable both Korean Air and its
partner companies to grow together.

Korean Air code-sharing with Aurora Airlines

Korean Air announced that a codeshare partnership with Aurora
Airlines on the route between Incheon and Sakhalin commenced on
Jan. 1,2014.

Aurora Airlines (Russian: ABpopa) is a Russian Far East air carrier and a
subsidiary of Aeroflot, created through the merger of SAT Airlines and
Vladivostok Air. The company flies to 18 cities in four countries with
13 aircraft including the B737.

Korean Air and Aurora Airlines codeshare flights to Sakhalin are
operated by a B737 aircraft, seating 110 passengers. The Aurora
Airlines flights depart from Incheon International Airport on

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays at noon and arrive in Sakhalin at
4:45 p.m. the same day. The return flights
depart from Sakhalin at 9:30 am. and
arrive in Seoul/Incheon at 10:50 a.m. the
same day.

Alongside Korean Air's current routes
between Incheon-Moscow (five flights a
week) and Incheon- Viadivostck {daily),
the code-share flights to Sakhalin will
increase convenience and choice for
passengers travelling to Russia.

Code-share is an aviation business
partnership through which a flight
operated by one airline is jointly marketed as a flight by one or more
other airlines. The purpose of code-sharing is to facilitate travel for
customers by allowing them, with a single reservation, to travel
across the networks of multiple airlines in order to reach their final
destination.

Korean Air currently has code-share partnerships with 30 airlines
worldwide, including SkyTeam partner airlines such as Delta, Air
France, KLM and Czech Airlines.

Korean Air will continue to expand code-share partnerships in order
to provide the most convenient schedules for passengers.

PROMOTION

Hyatt Regency Incheon offers ‘Explore Package’

Hyatt Regency Incheon is offering the “Explore
Package™to discover the attractions of Incheon.

The package includes a welcome drink at Cafe
at Restaurant 8 a onenight stay in a
comfortable room and an Incheon tour
program. Package guests can also relax with
late check-out until 3 p.m. and benefit with
time after breakfast at Restaurant 8. Moreover,
free access to the sauna, fitness center and
swimming pool and free shuttle bus from and
to Incheon International Airport are offered.

Guests can choose between temple tour and city tour options. The
temple tour participants will start their tour from the hotel, pass the
Incheon Bridge and see either Incheon Metropolitan City Museum or
the Memarial Hall for the Incheon Landing Operation. Furthermore,
they will visit Heungryun Temple, founded by the Goryeo Dynasty, to
experience a tea ceremony. Ctherwise, city tour participants pass the
Incheon Bridge from the hotel, see Korean traditional houses in Wolmi

Park and explore the open port which
highlights Korea's culture of modernization. For
foreign guests, the tour program is conducted
in English.

The Explore Package, a passpert to Incheon
attractions, is from 274,000 won per person.
(exclusive of 10% VAT). For mere information,
please call to +82 32 745 1234 or visit
Incheon.regency.hyatt.com.

With 523 rooms, Hyatt Regency Incheon is the gateway hotel to Seoul
and Korea. The hotel is strategically located minutes away from Incheon
International Airport. It is also easily accessible from downtown Seoul
and the Incheon Free Economic Zone, in an ideal location for
international conferences and meetings.

The hotel will be expanded with ancther tower, the new West Tower,
which will open in July 2014 with 500 guestrooms and a grand
ballroom accommodating over 1,000 people in understated |luxury.

Wishing for good fortune in the New Year

Korean Air hung straw ladles called bokjori at all local offices until Feb. 2
to express wishes for a happy New Year.

Bokjori is a compound word consisting of bak, meaning “‘good fortune’
and jori, a ladle usually made of straw. The jori was used to separate rice
and other grains from stones and sand while washing rice in the past,
when rice was not as clean as it is today.

Koreans have long put newly made ladles on doors around the lunar
New Year Day (Secllal) to wish for good fortune to be caught in the ladle
as with rice.

For seven years now Korean Air has hung these ladles in its offices around
the Lunar New Year to pray for passengers’ good fortune and contribute
to preserving good old Korean custorns. The bokjori was hung at Korean
Air check-in counters and lounges at airports in Korea, the airline offices

in Genghang-dong and
Seosomun, and hotels
and other business
facilities operated by
Korean Air.

The Korean Air bokjori
were handmade by Bak
Seong-suin Gurne Village,
Juksan-myeon, Anseong,
Gyeonggi Province, a
center for straw handcraft. Bak has been designated a master craftsman
by Gyeonggi Province,

B AL Phale

Korean Air will continue to make efforts to promote bokjori and other
beautiful traditional customs of Korea.

First Foreign Visitor to Korea In 2014

Korean Air welcomed the first foreign visitor to Korea in 2014 in a ceremony held at Incheen
International Airport on the morning of New Years Day. The foreigner selected was a
25-year-old Chinese woman, Yang Jing (sixth from left), who was presented with many gifts,
including two round-trip Prestige class international tickets, a coupon for a two-night stay at the
Hyatt Regency Incheon, and a coupon for free medical checkups at the Inha Medical Center.
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Happy New Year




LOCALEVENTS

A grand lion dance performance sparked the Chinese New Year
celebration at Renalssance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel, Friday moming, the
first day of the Year of Horse which falls on 31st of January, 2014.

The General Manager Steven Yau and Deputy General Manger Lin
Lang have joined celebration and ga through the “Dian Jing” Ceremony
to dot in the lion eyes, which means [ife will full of light and everything
goes as your wish.

Maoreover, Mr. *Cai Shen Ye"has handed out the “Gold Ingot “and red
pocket to every guest in the hotel, also passed around the best wishes
1o all staff in the office. Wish that everyone "Gong Xi Fa Chai* and have a
prosperous year 2014, ——— r:

Lion dance is traditional
dance In Chinese culture, and
usually performed during the
Chinese New Year and other
Chinese ftraditional, cultural
and religious festivals for
celebraticns.

On the early morning of the Lunar New Year’s Day, the foreigners in
Tianjin participated in the annual Spring Festival Lion Dance Show
exclusively held by Sheraton Tanjin Hotel and enjoyed a happy
get-together in the hotel to feel the lively local atmosphere of the
Spring Festhval,

Arranged and held by Sheraton Tian]in Hotel for their guests from
all over the world, the wonderful performance of lion dance attracted
almaost all the hotel guests to get up early to witness this unforgettable
moment and record it with the phones and cameras in their hands. In
addition, 2 big surprise was given to the guests when they received the
red packets given by the god of wealth with blessings. Moreover, Mr.
Zhang Dawel, the chairman of JTG, alsc attended this grand event and
painted the eyes for the lion.

Quite a lot of foreigners couldn't help themselves joining in the
show by touching the lion's head, patting the lion's back and dancing
together with the lion . —
following the rhythm of the o =5 Wil st
gongs and drums, At the
same time, 'the god of wealth’ |
was regarded as ‘the Chinese
Santa Claus' in the eyes of
those foreign children, who
kept being around ‘the god of
wealth’ and waiting for red
packets and sweet candies
with the arrival of good
fortune. |

After  watching this |
Chinese traditional lion dance
show held by Sheraton &
Tianjin Hotel, the forelgners [
all geve loud shouts of
applause for the ariists’
brilliant skills.
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The celebration ceremony of the Travel Awards 2013 and the 12th
Anniversary of Travel & Leisure took place successfully in Beijing recenty. The
Astor Hotel, A Luury Collection Hotel, Tianjin won the Top 10 Luxury Hotel
from this award ceremony. The Embassy of the republic of Colombia - Mrs,
Carmeriza Jaramillo awarded the trophy to hotel representative — Ms. Joyoee
Li. Meanwhile, Shul An Chinese Restaurant of Astor Hotel won ChinaTop 10
Chinese Restauranis of 2013 from Golden Pillow Awards, Honering ﬂanjln S

rich culinary traditions, Shui An

takes its inspiration from the § 201 |
land and sea specialties of the © 11y &\ LS A
dty and re-imagines them for
the  sophisticated, glcbal
traveler. Diners indulge in this
"zen" space, where spectacular [©
views of the Hai River dazzle one
and all

se New Year Celebration Ceremony in the

_'Ill"'dl'"_"lln Plaza Hotel Tlanjin

The Lion Dance is one of the most widely spread traditional dance in
China. Lion is the king of animals. In Chinese tradition, lion is regarded as a
mascot, which @n bring good luck The dance has a long history with
records of more than 2,000 years ago.

The Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel Tianjin treated their guests to a lion dance
performance during the first day of the Chinese New Year celebrations on 31
January, 2014 1o attract the good luck in the new lunar year. The lion dance
was performed at a specific time 10 usher in prosperity to the hotel,

Durng the ewvent, Hotel
Becutive Assistant  Manager
Mr, Jasper Sando Mork wished
the pecple inTianjin the best of
luck in the coming new year
and the corporate and the
business partners of the hotel a
great business year as well.

Tianjin, China, February 2014 — Ms. Susan Liu has been appointed as
Director of Sales & Marketing of Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside.

Ms. Susan Liu has a wealth of experience in the hotel market, in her over
16year working experiences, she worked previously with Starwood,
Radlisson, TEDA Intemational Club ard the Crystal Palace Hotel in Tianjin. In
her current role, she will be responsible for driving the overall marketing
strategy and overseelng the daily operations of the Sales, PR, Revenug and
Catering depariments and bring her expertise of both international and local
market to further enhance the hotels
reputation as one of the leading Iuwry hotels
in Tianjin.

“We are delighted 1o welcome Susan to
Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside family and we
believe that Susan’s professional expertise in
the hospitality industry and great leadership
skills will bring Sales & Marketing team to a
new height” Mr. Richard Neo, the Generdl
Manager of Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside said.
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My Pet GuoGuo

By David Wong

he little GuoGuo 4848 has a long historyin

China and the closest name | can find in
English is the Cricket or Katydid in North America
because we just don't have the exact species and
cerzinly do not carry it as a pet lke some
Chinese enthusiasts do.

| recently took a long taxi ride to the alrport
and could hear a load chirping in the car. |
thought it was either the driver’s cell phone or
the GSP waming of impending video traps on
the highway. Driver Wang laughed and pulled
out his friend who was housed in a large plastic
container, He explained that his GuoGuo was
one of three that he owns and he never leaves
home without one.

In the past, this was a pastime of the rich
and elite in China. If you saw the movie, Last
Emperor’, in the last scene, the cricket has its last
say. In North America, one of the famous
characters of Disney carloons was Jiminy Cricket,
but he was only animated. Jiminy was a
main character in the 1940% Disney
movie, Pinecchio and then
appeared in many educaticnal
cartoons S0 maintains a
strong following of fans. More
recently, the Disney movie,
Mulan about the female war
hero also had a cricket name
Criee. The phrase: ZJiminy
Crickets” was used as a
phrase of surprise in the 50'
and 605 in USA but would
probably not be understood
by young people now.

Mr. Wangs little pal
seemed to enjoy being out,
because he soon began

chirping quite loudly. The GuoGuo
in China are born from holes in
the ground in spring that was
deposited as eggs in the
previous year. Collectors
like Mr. Wang, fool the little
insects by digging them
up from the ground and
placing them in the
refrigerator, taking them
out during other times of
the year such as winter so
they can have
companions  anytime
during the year.
Some of the
GuoGuo are  quite
expensive depending

upon their coloring and sound produced, The
price can range as high as several thousand for
a beautiful and clear singing GuoGuo. Most
people mistakenly think that they make their
chirping sounds by rubbing their hind legs but
they actually use the bottom parts of their
wings, which have comb like protrusions and
they are nubbed against each other forthe clear
sound.

The sound is amplified because of the
containers that owners use to house a GuoGuo.
These can be very elaborate and become
works of art that fit comfortably in a pocket.
GuoGuo are nocturnal, so they feel more
comfortable in the dark and being next to the
warmth of their owner is the perfect
environment, thus they will sing or chirp.

Unfortunately, the life span of these litte

|
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critters is short, only about 100 days. So not sure
how the owners like Mr. Wang can stand
changing pets so frequently, about a dozen in a
year since he always has three on hand. He also
explained that during the final days, they
become cannibalistic and start devouring their
appendages.

It was a very interesting taxi ride and
learning of this very Chinese hobby was truly a
part of Chinese culture that | did not know. Next
time, you are in a market; listen for the distinctive
chirping sound and likely it is from a GuoGuo
vendor that is selling new GuoGuo and their
containers. As Regus, an internaticnal business
office that has established in Tianjin, have said
that it is important to have a good life/work
balance and having hobbies like this are one way
of keeping sane in the fast world,

INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE

~

Somerset International Building Tianjin
No 75 Nanjing Road, Heping District
(86-22) 2330 6666

Somerset Youyi Tianjin
No 35 Youyi Road, Hexi District
(86-22) 2810 7888

Somerset Olympic Tower Tianjin

No 126 Chengdu Road, Heping District
(86-22) 2335 5888

Ascott China has 3 serviced residences in Tianjin. Our 543 studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom

units are all fully-furnished and fully-equipped, with a wide array of recreational facilities. @% | S | %9
Whether you are in Tianjin on long-term relocation, business travel or vacation, Somerset serviced »
residences are your home away from home. Because [ife is about living. SO M RSET

Enjoy Ascott’s Best Rate Guarantee | www.ascotichina.com | 400 820 1028 (China toll-free) SERVICED RESIDENCE

Somerset Serviced Residence is managed by The Ascott Limited, a member of Capitaland, It is the largest international serviced residence owner-operator with
more than 200 properties in over 80 cities across Asia Pacific, Europe and the Guif region, It operates three award-winning brands Ascost, Cifadines and Somerset,




[Flight schedules will bs ad]usted from Mar 30,2014,
- Your attention will be highly appreclated.

) —o—— -

!

Experience service on a whole new scale

Korean Alr Service center 40065-88888
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