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 INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of TIANJIN

| want my child to be Pva,@am:)

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

At TIS, our students are well-equipped to succeed at the university of their choosing — and to graduate as men
and women of character prepared to impact the world,

Congratulations to our graduating class of 2014! Students have been accepted to these and other
excellent universities;

University of California - Los Angeles (California)
University.of California - Berkeley

University of California - Merced (California)
University of California - Santa Barbara (California)
University of California - San Diego (California)
Northwestern University (lliinois)

Columbia University (New York)

Ohio State University (Ohio)

University. of Michigan (Michigan)

Purdue University (Indiana)

Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia)
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill (North
Carolina)

Hong Kong University (Hong Kong)

Hong Kong Polytechnigue (Hong Keng)

Chinese University of Hong Kong (Hong Kong)
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Korea University (Korea)
Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (Korea) = o

Contact us today to schedue your personalized school tour.

IST offers your children a welcoming, inclusive international school experience,
where skilled and committed teachers deliver an outstanding IB education
in an environment of quality learning resources and world-class facilities.

IST is... fully accredited by the Council of International Schools (CIS)
IST is... fully authorized as an International Baccalaureate World School (I1B)
IST is... fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)
IST is... a full member of the following China and Asia wide international school associations:
ACAMIS, ISAC, ISCOT and EARCOS

LEARN WITH PURPOSE 3 International WEBSITE: WWW.ISTIANJIN.ORG EMAIL: INFO@ISTIANJIN.NET TEL: 86 22 2859 2003/5/6
WEISHAN SOUTH ROAD, SHUANGGANG, JINNAN DISTRICT, TIANJIN 300350, P.R.CHINA

Tianjin International School
No, &-1 Sishui Read, Hexi District, Tianjin 300222. China
tianjin TR T ARSI S, 5! 300222
international Phone: +86 (22) 8371 0900 x 311 -
school Email; admissions@tiseagles.com %
=y

Web: www.TiSeagles.com




WELLINGTON COLLEGE

INTERNATIONAL
TIANJIN

TIANJIN’S TRUE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
PARTNERED WITH THE PRESTIGIOUS WELLINGTON COLLEGE IN THE UK

T T

A rich and diverse curriculum steeped in the strengths of the An all-embracing enrichment programme for sports,
English National Curriculum from Pre-Nursery to Year 13 culture and arts where |earning takes place as much

: ; ; i g ; outside as inside the classroom
Highly qualified teachers with extensive experience in

the British, IPC and IB curricula A premium Boarding programme aiming to develop
students’ confidence, community spirit, responsibility

Commitment to an international outlook through i
and independence

exchanges, leadership, and service

COME VISIT US AND FIND OUT WHAT MAKES US SPECIAL

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2014/2015 ACADEMIC YEAR Teda International School

| No.72,Third Ave.Teda.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT: Teda International School is proud to hold dual accreditation L Tianjin.China 300457
TEL: +86 22 8758 7199 / 187 2248 7836 by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) — - www.tedais.org

EMAIL: ‘admissions@wellington-tianjin.cn ' 3 & EI and the Council of International Schools (CIS)
No.| Yide Dao, Honggiao District, Tianjin 300120 (LIS ‘w Tianarh %'CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN TEDA‘% 86-22-6 622-6158
RiFHAHFENBENS (LFHREMERREIT) - Dr. Seuss Reading Celebration

www.wellington-tianjin.cn
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ARIVA S

ARIVA TIANJIN BINHAI SERVICED APARTMENT ] ,
BN NTLEELR COMﬁVOWﬂ/ Us.

The newly built Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment —y——
consists of 130 spacious and comfortable apartments with

beautiful river views. To meet the different needs of our
Residents, the apartments range from one-bedroom to
three-bedrooms, designed in a contemporary, luxurious
style. Each apartment comes with a fully equipped kitchen,
spacious living room and bedroom, separate dining room
and storage room. ArivaTianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment

offers a variety of accommodation choices for both short
and extended stays.

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment has a complete
range of amenities, including the gym, meeting rooms,
reading room, café, restaurants, business centre, lobby
lounge, convenience shopping store, as well as children’s
playroom. Everything you need is within indoors—life, work,
and entertainment. All the apartments come with security
card access system and 24-hour security measures to en-
sure safety and privacy of guests .

Living outside of your home country with young
children, away from friends, family and community can be
a daunting challenge.

‘We can help you turn the challenge into an opportunity

for growth and set the foundation for a lifetime of
learning for your child.

Contact us today to schedule a personalized tour!
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Tianjin International School ’,

No. 4-1 Sishui Road, Hexi District, Tianjin 300222, China
KiEHiAHEXNKIESSES, #0%: 300222

Phone: +86 (22) 83710900x 311

Email: admissions@tiseagles.com

Web: www.TISeagles.com

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apariment
35 Zi Jin Shan Road, Hexi Districl, Tianjin 300074 P.H. China
o - XARFIRSS A H
PEFEGAEREE L35S 300074
{/FEiE:+86(022)5856 8000 [/ {EEL+86(022)5856 8008

tianjin
international Z&HFD
school )
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www.stayariva.com




WEEKEND
DEAL

Get back to your best self with our Weekend deal.
Stay and recharge with our breakfast.

Enjoy one night stay on the weekend
with 2 breakfasts at RMBggg nett

and get another complimentary voucher
for 1 night stay for Sunday

with 2 breakfasts.

Valid until 31 August 2014

THE WESTIN TIANJIN

101 Nanjing Road,; Heping District, Tianjin 300040, China
186.22.2380.0088
westin.com/tianjin

e. westin.tianjin@westin.com
wW. Www.westin.comy/tianjin
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The living room, recreational area, dining area, bathroom area, office area and so on;
Moreover, there are open kitchen and hidden style closet; every detail is well-designed with kindness and practice.

Household itemns is fully equipped 24 hours hot water
High-speed Intemet access 7 passenger elevators: effident management at different floors, fast
Cable and srzllite television The central air concitioning and fresh air systerm

banquet hall. Chinese food and westem food area, skysaraper bar, SPA, fithess center and other fadlities

Ordinary onevoom:  42-60 square meters Laovury two bedrooms: 124-192 sepecare meters
Lsrawry one bedvocan:  75-95 square meters Three bedvooms with two batfvooms: 175 square meters
Ordinary two badrooms: 114 square meters Loft with two bedrooms: 189-233 square meters
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Add: No. 219, Nan[ing Road, Heping District. Tian]in {ntersectian of Nanjing Road and Gulvang Road)
Tek; 86-22-2317-5231 HNA FiEG

3 soct Hlotess & Hesorts Waorldwide, Tnc All Faghes Reserved Pretermed IDuest- 3P0, Westin and thary logos-are thevt odemnrks orStapwood Harete & Kesors Worfdwide: To
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CHILDREN’S DAY
FUN

HYATT
SRHES Celebrate Children’s Day! Spoil your kids with our Eat Well
Kids Menu Brunch and fantastic Kids Party at Seasonal Tastes
or kids indulgence menu at Prego.

Enjoy special gitts. English kids cornerand more.

chusive of free flow soft drinks, coffee and tea)

flow house selected red or white

M
Uy
Ay
]

.evel 1 Seasonal Tastes

T1.22:2389.0168

Children's day indulgence menu: RMB4358” for 2 adults
and up to2 kids, accompanied with a lucky draw and kids corner.

Level3 Prego ltalian Restaurant
T.22.2386.0173

"Above prices are subject to 15% service charge.
Valid on 1st.June, Children’s Day

E A SR L A A ie A A R R

For more information or to make a reservation
visit wwwawestin.com/tianjin or call 86.22.2380.0088.

THEWESTIN

TIANJIN

WESTIN

a

STREGIS

A Tianjin Legend Returns to a New Contemporary Landmark

In 1986, Hyatt made history by opening Tianjin’s first international hotel, and the first Hyatt hotel in China.

Now, the legend returns as a brand new five-star hotel.

Hyatt Regency Tianjin East is conveniently located in the city’s eastern hub with easy access to downtown
and the airport. Sophisticated rooms and amenities, signature dining, tailor-made events and authentic

Hyatt hospitality will exceed every expectation.

To celebrate its opening on May 20th, introductory room packages from CNY 680" are available.

For more information and reservations, please call +86'22 2457 1234 or visit tianjin.regency.hyatt.com.

Celetnate this (isgon Boal Festival by presentng your [Hends

H Y A T T HYATT REGENCY TIANJIN EAST £ Has Ty and business associares with delectable rice dumplings.
126 Weiguo Road, Hedong District, Tianjin, China al Clissss Hoe Dosiling Ao || Zjpacn) BVRISE
R E G E N C Y - - Bed fean fase  Miller &l fueple Swasr Potato Fases
: T: +862224571234 F: +8622 2434 5666 _ _ Mies llack Cerali  Phestmt s Pork . Diied Scallop :
* Offer iskubject to 15% servioe charge und room availability, 4 . I | -
yl ‘I‘FE F.g E tianjinregency hyatt.com Validl il August 31, 2014, : ] Mease call (GXAEBTF 6666 ext. ST for teservations STAY YOU.

Haliday Irm Tianjin fqua City ol holidaylnmcom
o - ; ; N & ieyusny Raad, Mondgeiao Distric, Tianjin
T 2014 Hyatt Corp. HYATT namse, design, and related matks are tradenmarks-of Hyatt Corporation. All ights reserved
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Selfies are Everywhere

PARTING SHOT
New Tianjin Traffic Restrictions
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New Tianjin Location Starting Navember 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Address: No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District

(RIPE X B g 225 )
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
= Phone: 8829 7772
= Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com
« TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.

King Hall Hatal
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Support

Is and baliefs ?Q

Encouragement ﬂ_
People who share our NS
All of these things help us b :
to discover how we fit into -
Q..

the place that God has
puf us.

Join our fellowship
Sundays at 8:30 AM or
10:00 AM In Tianjin or at
10:00AM in TEDA as we
discover God and His
great plan,iogether




Letter from the Editor

e start May with the Labor Day holiday and look forward to the start of
W summer and outdoor activities as the ity parks have become green and

flowers are blooming. Soon we will have many of the fruit trees in bloom
such as apples, peaches, and cherries, The fifth Tongzhou strawberry music festival will
be held May 1-3 at Tongzhou Canal Park, Beijing.

There are also several music concerts in Tianjin for the month of May featuring
traditional Chinese opera and Western themes, check them out in our events section
and on the web,

This monith's feature article is about living with Smartphones and how they have
dominated our personal and business [ives. It is really amazing to realize that the first
wireless cell phone came on the market only 30 years ago. It weighed one kilogram
and could only wark for 30 minutes after being fully charged and cost over $4,000 US
dollars. We are now seeing 4G, fourth generation phones in the market, that are
virtually hand held computers, which we rely on totally for our every day chores.

Smartphones are also a big part of our business lives. With over half million
applications, our phones can do almost anything from booking plane tickets and
hotels to turning your lights on and off at home. Not to mention banking and buying
everything from food to dothing on TaoBao.

However there is a downside, are we too dependent on these devices? Look
around and you will see virually everyone with their heads lowered and devoted to
their phones. Should we be putting them down for some personal face-to-face
conversations especially during meals with family and friends? Try it for an hour.

Other articles in this issue will try to explain the new driving restrictions and local
fast foods.
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David Wong

Got a passion for Tianfin?

Want to share your China experience?
Are you a veferan expat with tips and
tricks of the trade? e

in tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine Is looking for freslance writers to contribute articles to the magazine In all arsas.
i you are interested, please get in touch with ediorsi@jinmagazine.com.cn

Tianjin Intemational Culture Communication
Assodiation

Jirwran Media Group.
Tian Yilin

David Wong, Carmen King, Parker Barribal,
Kyle knutson, fim Gllney

Chen e, Sun Xlao, Joker

‘GandyYang, LuHuiging, LiHe,
‘Fukuda, CiShihang, Yang Lizhi

8, Jinwan Media Bulding, 358 Nanjing Lu,

‘editodal@|inmagazine.com.cn
Gz @linmagazine
(22 JIN MAGAZINE.
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Citizen Plaza, 86 First Avenue, TERA, Tianjin 300457
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TIANJIN NEWS TIANJIN NEWS

Tianjin Stops Providing Free

Bjoern Lindemann

Regional Manager Tianjin and North
(hina, German Chamber of Commerce
in China - North China
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Christoph Kaiser
General Manager from Turck
(Tanjin) Technology Co. Ltd
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Gabriele Castaldi

Chalnan of The European Union
Chamber of Commerce In China,
Tianjin Chapter
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Debbie Cook

Director of Admissicns and
Marketing Wellington College
Intemational Tlan]in
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Joseph Azmeh

Headmaster from TEDA

Intemational Schoal

2 o [

Hank Martin
ovwmer from Hank's
Sports Bar & Grill

Hank' s #7588

Michael Yeung

Hanarary Chalrman from Hong
Kong Chamber of Commerce
In China, Tianjin
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Michael Hart

Executive Committee Member
fram American Chanber

of Commerce in China, Tianjin
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Raul Harri
Headmaster from Tlanjin
Intemnational 5chool
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Murray Fowler
Master,Wellington College
International Tianjin
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Todd Mischke
Terltory Developer for
SLIBWAY Tianjin
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The names of the hanorary advisers are listed according to the alphabetical order of the
first narne indtial.
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' Hukous to New House-buyers
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The Tiarjin Municipality will stop issuing blueprint Chinese
household registration or "hukou® certificates to house-buyers in
the city from May 31 2014, the TUTV news reports.

The policy is bad news for developers, posing a particular
challenge to sales of houses in remote parts of the city.

Tianjin had been issuing blueprint hukou certificates to
residents of other provinces who buy commercial housing in the
city since 2009, enabling them to enjoy the same welfare conditions
as those with a Tianjin hukou and allowing themn to recelve a Tianjin
hukou after a certain period of time,

The policy had aimed to attract more investment and talents,

The abelishment of the pollcy will likely discourage many
potential house-buyers from making purchases in Tianjin.

Zhang Dawei, chief analyst of Centaline Group, said the
housing demand will be cut by 20 percent with the cancellation of
the blueprint hukou policy, and in the Wuging district, an area close
to Beijing, the figure is expected to fall by 50 percent.

Zhang predicted that house prices in Wuging district will
plunge and those in the downtown area will also decline slightly.

&till, some developers have found that other opportunities
make Wuqing an attractive site for investment. As the integration of
Bejjing, Tianjin and Hebei progresses, Wuging, the district on the
border to Beljing's fastest-developed eastern part, is set o attract
more businesses.

Free Bicycles for Rent

B AEHARSTHEERB
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From April 15th, a public bicycle rental system will be
implemented in Tianjin. The first two hours of bicycle use will be free
of charge, then 1 RMB will be charged for every subseguent hour.
There will be over 300 kicycle terminuses near subways, bus stops,
large residential communities and business areas around Tianjin,
The first terminus will be established at the Tianjin International
Trade Center near Xiao Bai Lou subway station.

As the trial terminal is closed to the Wu Da Dao tourism area,
the bicycles provide a convenient and environment-friendly
transportation for tourists who can take their time 1o enjoy the
beauty of the area,

B X2 FARSERNE, BETSRREECE

BENZREEERIENE, XRBRLEAERTRIBRRETEAEAEEE. BN,
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Tianjin Binhai Intermational Airport has built a ticketing facility at Beijing South
Railway Station, with the goal of attracting passengers who want to avoid the one-hour
travel time between the station and the Tianjin airport.

Passengers will be able 1o buy air tickets and complete check-in procedures at the
Beljing station, and then take the 30-minute bullet train to Tianjin Railway Station free of
charge. A bus will then carry passengers to the Tianjin Binhai International Airport, also
free.

"The cost of the train and bus will be returned to passengers after their journsy;’ said
Xu Lijuan, a senior official of the Tianjin airport.

The new ticketing and check-in facility underwent a trial run at the end of March, Xu
sald, and saw "an Increasing number of passengers from southern Beljing choosing the
new system.”

"After it opens in May, about 14 million passengers will be expected to take off from
Tianjin instead of Beijing this year” Xu said.

In 2013, the Tianjin airport processed handled about 10 million passenger trips, about
12 percent of the passenger count of Beijing Capital International Airport.

"It 15 @ new model to link the railway and the airfing, building a faster and more
convenient travel line for some travelers,” said Zhang Hu, sales manager of the marketing
departrnent of the Tianjin airport.

Tianjin Binhai airport has also worked with Beijing's airport to jointly develop more
flights and airlines, with the target to boost a better development af Tianjin airport.

To meet the travel demand for residents in Hebei province, the Tianjin airport has set
up terminals in Cangzhou and Huanghua in the neighboring province, and Is planning to
expand its operating model to Qinhuangdao, Tangshan and Beidaihe.

Terminal 2 of the Tianjin airport is expected to be operational by August. It is
expected to handle 30 to 50 million passenger trips in the coming year.

A New Commercial Facility Converted from
the Old Minyuan Stadium to Open in May

B xEREFEIEEVRSHE 5B
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The renovation 1o the century-old Minyuan Stadium is close to completion now. The
new functions of the compound include travel service, recreation and sports, international
cuisines, cultural sections and office area. The business area is about 30,000m?2 with over
40 shops. The whole compound is to apen during the May Day holiday.

According to a person in charge from Heping District, the Minyuan square will
integrate the service facilities of Xiannong Courtyard and build up a regional business
circle with harmonious architectural style.

Tanjm Airport Links to Beijing Rail

About Tian]jin [ Travel | Living | Business| Arts| Multimedia |
m g Genter




WHAT'S ON

05/06,07

Drama: At the Bottem
19:30

EE (ZEEE)

Pt RTRTRATR R
EARBE

Cultura Canter, Pingjiang Bao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
REKRRE AEEPCET L

05/10-11

Children's play: Cinderella

and Her Crystal Shoes
JLEER (Bt AREEE)
10:30K15:30

Culture Centar, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
AR FEETIEEdL

05/17

Miyazaki Hayao Animation OST
Concert

20:00 _
BOHPE SERBNEEE S

Wastarn Shore Musaum

No.3 Youyi BeiLu, Hexi
HEEAE MEXAELRS
Tel: 022-23263505

05/23

Tianjin Grand Theatre Western Shore Museum

05/07,14,21,28
Fitness, foreign style!

Every Wadnesday in May (May 7, 14, 21, 28) 7-9pm
At Tianjin University of Sport — Library — Room #2086

First Week: Basic Aerobics

Second Week: Caposira

Third Week: Nike Balance

Fourth Week: Yoga

Only 100RMB! (Fes includes a mat, a water bottle, and a
towsl)

Signup on our website:
http://uschinasports.umn.eduffitness

Email Daniel at ddkonold @umn.edu or Wechat at dkdaniu
with any questions~

05/23

Tianjin Concert Hall

05/09

Pianist Yao Jue and Hong
Kong String Orchestra

The Four Seasons by Vivaldi
The Four Seasons by Piazzolla
19:30

SENERERATES
TR ST

P/ R i

Culturs Centar, Pingjiang Dao, Hex|
Tel: 83882000
RRARE AEREPILE A

05/17

Chang, Csun Yuk Sunny
Day Tianjin Concert

Tianjin Sports Center

19:30

20148 M [HMAX | HEHEL
B

05/10

A Date at Early Summer

Don't Miss

Ensemble concert of stringed instrument, piano and brass-wind

instrument
20:00

MENHE—-EF, ATTEEFEARTRS

Western Shora Mussum

Mo.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
EREAE MEEXELEKIS
Tel: 02223283505

05/11

Mozart’s Requiem

19:30
EHASRAN—HRERRE
Rilx#

Culture Center. Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000 .
ZERAHE AEEFLETERDL

05/18

Ars Trio di Roma Recital?
19:30
POARGNE=-"ERZ TS

No. 88, Jianshe Road, Heping
MR X EI2eaS
Tel: 2332 DOGE

05/24

Asian Artwalk

05/16-17

Drama: Thunderstorm 2014-
Directed by Lin Zhachua and
starred by Pu Cunxi

19:30

#HIELRBESR: (BR2014)
LEERANE (BR) ELs0RE

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel; 83882000

| KRAEER TR RIS

05/22-23

Drama: Persona Marilyn

Performed by Poland Warsaw

Theatre
R (A - TWE)

“BMBlEE" BEHEAES R

Ao AR L EETE - B8
HERERZ Ak,

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000 _
KEEXER AEERTEESRS
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King of Gypsy Piano-Raby Lakatos and his band
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Song of Vienna

String quartet paying tribute
to Beethoven
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Western Shore Musaum

Na.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
EEEAE AEXZHEKIR
Tel: 022-23263505

2014 Stephanie Sun
Kepler World Tour

Tianjin Clympic Center
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Song inthe Heart
Chinese flute, bamboo flute,
classical guitarand piano

20:00
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No.3 Youyl Bei Lu, Hexi
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Tal: 02223263505

Original music of artists from China, Sri Lanka W \ ]7
and Spain '
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Wastem Shore Mussum

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
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Tal: 02223263505
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Quite Riverbank Children’s Play: Canned Man
Trio of oboe, bassoon and 10:30&15:30

piano
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Woastem Shore Musaum

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi Culture Center, Pingiizang Dao, Hexi
ANERE TREAELHSS Tol: 83882000

Tal: 022-23263505 KEARIRE MERETEERG

http://www.m23988.info
design chinese & english website
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Smartphones

-smart if used properly
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The first generation of Da Ge Da

o you remember the first handheld

mobile phonet It was invented by Rudy
Krolopp, Martin Cooper and John Francis
Mitchell at Motorola and cost almost $4,000
LS. It weighed 2.2 pounds or one kilogram
and was called a "brick” because it looked and
weighed like one. You could make up to 30
minutes of calls after charging the phone
ovemnight.

In China, it was introduced by a few of
the intemational Hong Keng businessmen
who used It more to showoff. It was not very
functional since there was very limited
reception due to the lack of transmisslon
towers, The phone was referred to as a Da Ge
Da CEFA "Big Brother” big because of it's size
but also slang for a mafia boss.

At present, Tt is estimated that there are

over 5 billion phone-users and many users
have more than one phone. The estimate in
2007 was almost 50% of the world population
were cell phone subscribers, that total 's now
llkely to be 809, Last year, there were 1.8
billion phones sold worldwide.

My, how far we have advanced In Just 30
vears, The first generation of phones was
started in the 80's and followed with the
second generation or 2G in 1991. The 3G
phones hit the market in Japan in 2001 by NTT
that increased data transfer and capacity. We
are now in the 4G transition with access to
Internet and capability of a hand held
computer and taking photos and video or
making a movie.

The 5G technology, expected by 2020,
will see many changes such as greater data
capacity and better battery usage. In fact,
research is now looking at developing solar
power and the ability to charge from the Wi-Fi
signal. The units will be smaller and can be
worn as a watch or in glasses. (Not sure about
this development, as | was just thrilled with

the large screen of my Samsung Galaxy,
having a screen as small as a watch would be
difficult for me to accept)

All this new fast paced technology has
changed how we live and how we work.
Communication Is now Instanfaneous.
Yesterday, | watched as a father had to
physically take away his sons smartphone
because he was not eating his meal in a very
expensive restaurant and not paying any
attention to their guests. The son was about 9
years old.

How many times have you seen subway
passengers completely engrossed with their
smartphones, siiting or standing, they are
using their phones to chat, read or watch the
news or playing games. lts amazing how
much time we are devoting to these "Devices
of Mass Communication® as referred to by my
pastor when he asks us to turn them off during
the service.

There are restaurants in the West that
give a 10% discount if customers turn in their
phones at the front desk before dining.
Something that would not happen in China.
Most restaurants now feature free Wi-Fi, free
wireless access for an Internet signal. There are
also mobile Wi-Fi devices that you can
purchase 50 you can access the Internet signal
anywhere that has a transmission tower.

This blanket access to communication
and soclal networking was referred to as
“Crackberry’ in the United States, a reference
to the Blackberry smartphone when it was
introduced in 2003 and the addictive nature of
its use compared to be addicted to cocaing,
which Is called "crack’In slang terms,

The nature of instant information has
resulted in a smarter consumer. The growing
trend is to make purchases on line and can be
easily done via a smartphone. Taobao
Marketplace #5EM]; Tiobdio Wang) is a
website for online shopping in Chinese
language, similar to the USA eBay and
Amazon. The Alibaba Group operates Taobao
in China. Founded by the Alibaba Group cn
May 10, 2003, Taobao Marketplace facilitates
consumer to consumer {C20) retail by
providing a platform for small businesses and
individual entrepreneurs to open online retail
stores that mainly cater to consumers in China.

With around 760 million product listings
as of March 2013, Tacbao Marketplace is one
of the world’s top 20 most visited websites. For
the year ended March 37, 2013, the combined
gross merchandise volume (GMVY) exceeded 1
trillion Yuan.
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Sellers are able to post new and used
goods for sale or resale on the Taobao
Marketplace either through a fixed price or by
auction. The overwhelming majority of the
preducts on Taobao Marketplace are brand new
merchandise sold at a fixed price, while auctions
merely make up a very small percentage of

transactions. Buyers can assess  seller
backgrounds by information available on the
site, including ratings, comments and
complaints,

| recall mentioning to my assistant that |
just tried a brand of fruit tea that | liked while
traveling to a Shanghai hotel and by the next
day she had found it on Taobao and bought it
on line and was delivered to our office.
Recently we were shopping for light bulbs and
decided to replace our existing ones with LED
Light bulbs. We did not know the price and the
vendor was asking for 35 mb, which seemed
high. A quick smartphone search on-ine
showed the same product at half the price and
the vendor dropped their price in order to
complete the sale,

There are some negative aspects of this
modern crutch. Many of the chemicals and
compenents in a phone are environmentally
unsafe if not disposed of safely, so make sure
you turn your unwanted phone back in to the

dealer instead of just throwing it in the
garbage.

Studies have shown that radiation is
transmitted from a smartphane, a recent
television show demonstrated that the
radiation level rose dramatically when the
smartphone was being transported, such as in
a vehicle or on a subway train. When the
smartphone is moving, the signal reception is
more difficult to obtain, and therefore the
signal 1s Increased,

There are also studies of increased
radiation and side effects from prolonged use
of earphenes, which can result in long-term
hearing loss. A recent study alsc suggested
that normal sleeping cycles are affected due to
prolonged viewing of smartphone screens
especially in a dark reem, which intensifies the
light, emitted by the smartphone screen. The
advice is to be reasonable with the use of
smartphones. Give yourself a break from
constantly jumping when you hear the beep
of a message or a network posting.

Next time vou are In a restaurant, just look
around you and you will notice people that are
eating together will be glancing at their
phones and |looking for massages, grabbing
their phones and replying by sending their
texts. Quite rude, try turning off your phone for

Preocupied peopel are the their smart phones

the hour that you are spending with friends.

Americans spend an average of 37
minutes daily on social media, a higher time
spent than any other major Internet activity,
including email. 609 or so of social media time
is spent not on desktop computers but on
smartphones and tablets. Time that we are
away from home and work, which should be
our free time, Facebook is a terrific absorber of
audiences' time and attention, 114 billion
minutes a month in the US. alone, on desktop
PCs and smartphones. Not sure what are the
statistics fer China but likely as high or higher
since this phenomenan is more recent. Just as
China leapfrogged from land phones to cell
phones and VHS to DVDs.

How many of us have gotten that excited
sensation when our smartphones beep with a
text or notification of an email? And perhaps
like an involuntary reaction we sometimes
reach for our phone to check the new
message, evenn if in the middle of a
conversation with a friend. In an informative
and thought-provoking account of Dr, Peter
Whybrow's work, "Manic Natlon we leam
about the fascinating findings of neuroscience
which explain our impulsive addiction to
modern technolegy and its impact on our
brain and ability to handle stress, thus making
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anxiety now the USAs most common
psychiatric complaint, By understanding how
the chemistry of the human brain functions,
there is greater potential for us to control our
use of technology rather than have it control
us.

A British-born  endocrinologlst  and
psychiatrist, Whybrow has been fascnated
with applving behavioral neuroscience to
social issues. At a time, with the dot-com
bubble swelling and the Internet expanding,
he saw a dangerously rising tide of growing
psychosacial stress and shrinking
physiclogical balance.

“The computer is electronic cocaine for
many people’ says Whybrow. “Cur brains are
wired for finding immediate reward. With
technology, novelty is the reward. You
essentially become addicted to novelty”

We can't stop because the brain has no
bullt-in braking system. With most natural
constraints gone, all we've got left is our own
intelligence and the internal regulatory system
in the frontal cortex, the most recent
evolutionary addition to the brain. This
“‘executive brain”regulates Impulse control and
reasoning. But, Whybrow notes, "despite our
superior intelligence, we remain driven by our
ancient desires’

Smiall wonder then that, according to the
National Institute of Mental Health, anxiety is
now the USA's most common psychiatric
complaint, affecting some 40 milllon people,
And the connection between mental stress
and obesity has been well documented,

So how does Whybrow himself cope,
given the demands of running a huge
institution with 400 faculty, a fast-approaching
book deadline, and constant speaking
engagements?

In his office, during an hour-long
interview, there was not a single interruption.
No email or text pings. No ringing phones. His
computer was closed. His cell phone was
tumed off, as it usually is. He sometimes works
until 9 at night, but he doesn’t work at home,
On weekends, he checks his email Just once a
day.

"The idea is not that you don't work hard;
Whybrow explains. "You do. But you have to be
able to switch it off and create space. |'ve made
a conscious decision to live a life that is not
driven by someone else’s priority” No matter
how good that dopamine feels.

The importance of putting our
smartphones aside and being fully present in
our in-person interactions to enable
connecting at a heart level and in doing so
strengthening our empathy muscles in our
heatts, literally. When you share a smile or
laugh with someone face 1o face, a discernible
synchrony emerges between you, as your

gestures and biochemistries, even your
respective neural firings, comne to mirror each
other,

It’s micro-moments (ke these, in which a
wave of good feeling rolls through two brains
and bodies at once, that build your capacity to
empathize as well as to improve your health, If
you don't regularly exercise this capacity, it
withers, Lucky for us, connecting with others
does feel good. 50 reach out and touch
someone instead of just relying on the chat
box or the discover function of the Wei Xin app
ta keep in fouch.

| spoke with several friends about the way
our lives have been changed by the
smartphone and whether we have become
addicted to them. Without exception,
everyone confirmed that they could not leave
home without it and if they forgot their phone,
they would return home or have thelr partner
deliver it, They alsc acknowledged that they
thought it was rude to use the phone for
looking at messages or replying to texts while
in the company of others. As Craig said: “l will
try to turn it off, | just hope | dont miss
anything”

No doubt the smartphone is here to stay
and has become indispensible. It is
unbelievable the number of applications,
{cormnmonly called "apps”) that are available, As
of October 2013, the Apple Apps Store
announced that they had downloaded 60
billion apps. They earn 30% of each sale of the
app and this represented $3.86U5D billlon and
this was just Apple; Google and other vendors
also have a significant market share. There are
over 450,000 different apps available from
Apple alone.

With some 450 thousand apps floating
around in cyber space waiting, begging,
pleading for the next cyber junkie to come and
get their fix via them, which apps are most
commeon, most addictive it seems in China and
with expats?

It s quite intriguing to see the link
between apps and smart phonss and smart
phones with other devices such as tablet
computers, aka, IPad. Apps are not just a
world unto themselves; they also drive and
dictate the buying of devices.

For example in getting the feedback of
Chinese smart phone users, media apps were
found to be quite common. Those related to
music and video. In China it is no secret that
music and videos are free, free and free. Thus
QQ&E R (QQ Music) was the top favorite
among local smart thone users. YouTube is a
no ne here, 50 you've got other copy cat
choices such YouKu, Sohu, PPTV, Lety,
FengHuang Video, Baidu HD, QiYi Video,
TengXun Video, and the list continues, These
apps make massive amounts of music and

video related content available to smart phone
users at the touch of a finger, and again for
free,

Now with all that music listening and
video watching, you sure don't want © be
doing that via a dinky littefarmer phone’ that
Is, @ not so smart phone, typically carried by
those loyal farmer workers who need nothing
more than to make and recelve phone calls,
Yes, apps are actually a huge factor in smart
phone selection. With music en masse, video a
plenty, big screens, big batteries, big storage
are all on the top of potential smart phone
consumers shopping list. Without all that
content, without all those apps, smart phones
really might not be that smart or interesting.
The smart phone and app relationship feels a
hit like the okl chicken and the egg story. At
this peoint, at a minimum it is a very symbiotic
relationship.

While the above medla related apps are
all free of charge, the content they deliver Is all
free of charge, the smart phones which
complete this circle of life are anything but.
Thus you will see Apple being the first on the
list with pushing app production and app sales
more than anyone else. After all if you don't
have any content to consume, or a fancy app
to help you consume, do you even nead that
smart phone after all?

Outside of media apps, what other apps
are big inTianjin China? On the very top of the
list curently s WeChat (aka. HfE). Every
Chinese smart phone user 've spoken too, and
surprisingly, along with many expats, they all
have the WeChat app on their phones. WeChat
is a classic story of taking the old, repackaging
it as new and making the maost of a market
monopaly.

A quick background, We(hat is brought
to market by Tencent, Inc, which was founded
in 1998 as stated on their website. They are
also responsible for QQ This is the same QQ
Music app noted earlier, hugely popular with
Chinese smart phone users and the QQ Video
app, and the QQ app Itself which can handle
emall and instant messages. One of the
funniest things found was that the English
WeChat website has a Twitter link, rife with
irony.

The WeChat app has exploded across
smart phone users across China for at least two
main reasons. One, the Chinese are masters at
“save’, and there is nothing they want, yearn,
need to save more than money. Thus the
WeChat instantly became the *no-braining”
app for all srmart phone users in China, Why?
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Put simply, in China cell phone plans
aren't cheap. Text messages are often not
included in plans, and “unlimited texts” so
commen overseas are not commen here. Texts
running at 0.01 RMB/text can add up. When
every “penny” counts, the Chinese are quick to
eliminate those “text® fees. How? WeChat

makes text based messaging and turns it into
‘data’. Data is also not cheap for cell phone
users, however relatively speaking more cost
effective than texting all day because the
amount of bandwidth it takes to send a text
based message via the WeChat app is next to
nil. Therefore, “texting” via the WeChat app

trumps “texting”via old school SMS sarvice.

What 1s the second reason WeChat
dominates with China smart phone users?
Well, Twitter the somewhat similar but not so
similar app is not useable inside of China.
Therefore, if you want to do messaging, you
simply don't have any other great option,
WeChat it is, s0 you take what you can get. Not
being partial at all, simply from a
technical/user perspective, WeChat Is not
impressive, The user Interface s clunky,
features are very limited and controls do not
seem intuitive. Seeing that it is the only choice
for data based texting it would be nice to see
some serious overhauls and redesign to the
WeChat UL

As to the taking what is old and
repackaging it as new, WeChat has done this
masterfully. Anyone from the west will recall
years ago the tidal wave surge of user
migration to Nextel when Nextel was first
released. Why? What did Nextel bring to
market? Really at the time, Nextel was Just Ikke
the WeChat of today, Nextel introduced the
ability to “walkie talkie® between cell phone
users. Instead of a live call where callers would
talk back and forth, they would hold down a
button and fire over a short audio clip. The
other user would listen and then fire off their
reply. Ring any bells?

Outside of simple text based messaging
via the WeChat app, you will see smart phone
users all over the place *walkie talking” back
and forth via the WeChat app. The WeChat app
first records your audio clip and then sends It
off to the cther user, They play it back, and
repeat the process. So goes the repackaged
“walkie talkie®feature of WeChat.

As mentioned earlier in this article, smart
phone users tend be big on "novelty”. Be it the
latest app, the latest song, the latest show, they
want it and they want it now. Thats the
perceived freshness of it all, the novelty of it all.
So it is with the WeChat app's walkie talkie
feature, it seems "different’, "novel” vs. call the
person and talking live, to instead record and
send |ittle audio clips back and forth.

Ecanomics, novelty and monopoly aside,
hopefully WeChat will pick up the R&D and
bring some new and exciting features to
market sooner than later. Perhaps even more
interesting would be to open the market and
let some big players compete head on with
We(hat for the mobile app/mobile messaging
user.

What else are smart phones being used
for and via what apps? Next on the list for
discussion is “shopping”. Mentioned previously
TaoBao is the eBay/Amazon of China. Again,
we won't beat a dead horse but the bi-lines of
TaoBao vs. eBay/Amazon are very similar to the
story of WeChat vs. Twitter and/or others, So
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let's move directly to the functionality and
effect of the TacBao app and those related to
shopping.

The TacBac app puts all the shopping
mania that is TacBao at the tips of smart phone
users fingers. In the same category is
JingDong (a.k.a. 360buy.comi). Both put online
shopping of goods on demand for smart
phone users, TaoBao looks and feels a lot lke
eBay, whereas lingDong follows more the
path of Amazon, Pretty much all the smart
phone users polled had both TacBac and
JingDong apps installed.

Of course online buying leads to online
payments. How are smart phone users inside
of China paying for all their goods? Download
the Alipay (3249%) app and you'll find out.
Alipay is a preduct of Alibaba Group. It is for all
intents and purposes what PayPal is and has
been for years overseas. Namely Alipay
provides a 3rd party payment processing
network to ald In the security of the online
buy/sell process Intrinsic to the TaoBao buying
process. Interestingly, the WeChat app also has
the ability to make electronic payments to a
number of vendors, some even outside the
‘online shopping® realm, an example being
local participating taxi cabs.

Which brings us to two additicnal apps
found on many a smart phone in Tianjin China,
DIDi DaChe and KuaiDi DaChe (WERFT2E, &
HIFTZE). These two apps are pretty much one
in the same in what they do, help the user get
a cab via their smart phone. Providing the
ability to both pre-book and on-the-fly call a
cab vla your smart phone is a reality via either
of these apps. Once vou get 1o your
destination, if you have linked your banking
information, via WeChat for example, you can
actually pay for the cab electronically with no
cash changing hands. A big win for the
consumer as sometimes paying for the cab
and getting change from the driver is as
painful an experience as getting the cab in the
first place.

One caveat to these cab calling apps is
the complete dependence they have on “cab
driver” participation, The ease of getting a cab
using either one of these apps Is dependent
on local cab drivers also having installed this
app on their smart phones and “logging n’.
Cab drivers in Tianjin are not always *smart
phone® users, howevar, vet again this is where
we see apps driving smart phone sales. It
seems Tn more than one case, a cab driver
would never have considered a smart phone
as "necessary” for themselves, however, as the
number of users reserving cab service via
these apps has increased rapidly in recent
times, cabbies are thinking twice about
getting a smart phone and loading these apps,
or else, be at risk of losing business.

Oh smart phones. How smart are you
really? Can you call without a caller? Can you
text withowt the texter? Can you chat without
the chatter? It seems as usual with so many
other so-called technical advances, *smart
phones® are only as smart as the hand which
holds it. Looking at the proliferation of app this
and app that which exist today, smart phones
are certainly a major trend. However in the
context of what is really important and actually
essential to life, as noted earlier all this
technology often comes at a price.

What is that price? As the doctors
research revealed earlier being “wired’; "online’,
*available” 24 hours a day isnt necessarily
*healthy®. Humans aren’t 7-Elevens, we aren't
bulle for 24 hour service, and don't have

Financial function is added to smart phones.

multiple shifts of employees to keep such
service fresh, happy, and efficient. At first it
might seem being super available is super
productive, however.. oh wait a minute, my
smart phone Is ringing right now, hang on, let
me go answer that.

And that's how it happens really, an
unexpected call, message, email, videg, link
and you're off. Off from what you were doing
and on to doing something else. It seems
harmless, but is it? It might seem harmless on
the surface, even productive, after all my
finishing these last few comments could wait,
but that call and the work resulting from it,
couldn't. Thus my smart phone saved the day
prioritizing a more important, time-sensitive
task vs. are that could wait. Isn't that the very
essence of what these “smart phones”™ were
supposed to do for us from the beginning?

In conclusion, smart phones are a double
edge sword, they can either save your life, asin
using the new iMedAlert App to alert an
ambulance, or they could kill you, such as
texting while driving. Are we smart encugh to
invent smart phones but not smart enough to
use them smartly? A question worth
contemplating as the onslaught of apps and
smart phones which they run on tempts us
daily to indulge, giving in to the "novelty” of
instant gratification only to be confronted with
the long-term consequences of having done
S0
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Fight! Drivel
Dive!

hen meeting with a foreigner for the first ime, an early question

that’s nomally asked is, what do you do here? The answers are
rarely unexpected; most expats are in management some kind of
Engineer or teaching. So it's a bit of a surprise when the reply i, Tm a
stunt performet!

Of course when you meet Jonny Moore with his piercings and
tattoos you suspect he's going to be something a bit different and
a stunt parformer is about as different as it comes.

lonny works at Binhai Hangmu, the theme park that is best
known for the Russian aircraft camier that rises out of the sea in
the Binhai Tourist area. It provides a dramatic stage and
background for the action packed shows he performs in.

And action is a word that springs to mind when you first
meet Jonny, Not just from his life stories, theres an aura of
enthusiastic energy anound him, Afeeling that behind his laid
back, Mid-American cool, a big dose of adrenaline is walting
1o kickin, As he sits talking about his Iife, your kriow he finds
his bar stool a [ittle too static and held prefer a seat with
wheels and an engine.

He grew up In Southem Minnescta; a US state where
outdoor activities are popular,

“The dimate Is just like here] he tells me."But we get
feet of snow. 'm a blg time snow boarder and ve been

By Robert Watt

snowmobiling since | was a kid. The first vehicle |
ever drove was a snowmnobile, when | was 6 years
old | love the wintertime, snowmobiling, 4
wheeling, ice fishing, skating, skiing.. But in
Minnesota you get all the seasons, sc | had the
opportunity to do all the sports;”

Minnesoa has over 10,000 lakes, including
the west end of the massive Lake Superior. So it's
no surprise that Jonny is as much at home
aashing through the wawves, as he is sliding about
on the ice or mud. It was an ald family friend that
Inspired Jonny to take up diving at 9 years old "
rermnember he was in Germany daing dive shows
and travelling the world and | thought. | wanna do
that one day’

It was when he was working in a show as a
high diver in Indiana, that he got a
call from afriend in China who
had broken his knee

diving in a show He
called me up and asked
me i | was interested
and gave me a
contact number. |t
tumed out to be
anotherfriend of mine
and | got the job. |
came out ta Tianjin in
September 2010 | did
the show for 1 month
thenit closed down for the
winter. But | got an 8

month contract for the next year”

Its seasanal waork in Tianjin, which means
Jonny has the chance for 4 months holiday
during the winter. But he’s not the type to sit
around.”| love what | do so Il be looking to
continue working somewhere else” Last year he
went down to GuangZhou where theres a
theme park " did a lot more land based stuff. My
background is water vehides, ATVs, dirt bikes,
motorcydles, superbikes; He lists a couple of
other dangerous toys that I've never heard of
before summing it up 1 can basically drive
anything with a motor, I've always been into
motor sports and basically anything that’s fast
and you can do aazy things on”

The world of stunt performing is a close
community and Jonny knows guys that have
shows going on in Thailand, Japan, Shanghai and
Australia. But he is loving China and the job in
Tianjin. “The great thing about this company; he
tells me,is we have the cpportunity to leam
everything and anything we want. At the big
companies like universal you're hired for one role
and you only do that, then its finished. But if
youve never drven something before, this
company will train you.

The Binhai Hangmu show is predeminantly
water-based stunts on and around the aircraft
carmier. He is warking as part of a team with 16
other performers. The stunt team is made up of
pecple from all over the world, Brazil, Russia,
Ukraine and Australia and there also is a goup of
Russian darncers too.

The high diving he does in the show 1s part
of a fight scene, “I'm getting beat up by a girl’he
explains, “And she kicks me off the top of the ship.
The girs are the main characters and they're all
evil bad asses” The show is as much a live action
movie as a sport, complete with professional
directors and stunt co-ordinators,*There’s a lot of
acting” says Jonny,"A lot of the people | work for
have majoned in acting, theatre and dance and all
that kind of stuff’ His goal for the future 7s to do

some stunt double acting and get into the
movies. “I've got the connections; he says. “But
right now, I'n trying my best and stay out here as
long as possible. As long as | can keep myself
healihy, in shape and not hurt rmysel”

He got the job because his friend broke his
leg warking. Injury is common in this profession
and a serious injury could mean an end to his
career. He tells me about one of the older guys
whos been with the company for 18 years. "Hes
one of the best actors, but he’s been injured a lot,
half his body is metal plates. When we did our
phiysicals and the doctors saw his x-rays, they
were like, is he for real?”

So far he's been lucky, Tve not really been
hurt doing the job, all my acddents were when |
was a kid. | was always climbing trees and tee
jumping. | have a lot of body strength, which

helps. I've always had a good build because of
being a diver’

Of course hes part of a team, which means
his life & often in other peoples hands and it's
impartant that he can rely on them. He tells me
about his colleagues “They're mainly guys, a
group of actors and adrenalin junkies laughing all
the time and having a good time messing with
each cther. There’ a lot of pranks, we're going to
be children forever just having a good time” They
don't sound like a group of people youd want to
trust your life with but he explains. A kot of people
might have their issues but when we'e at work
we're 2ll professional about it. Its such a big team
there’s always going to be some head-butting.
YYou might not agree with the way some people
do things, but when it comes down ta actual
show stuff its pretty serious, so they all stay
professional”

Jonny’s standing up now. He finds sitting up
straight for long periods gets uncomfortable
bacause he has spent so long crouched over a
gas tank. But | wonder if it’s just as much an issue
of being Tnactive. He & working 7 days a week
rehearsing for the show: *Right now, he says"f'm
doing a lot of fight training, fight choreography,
stage fighting and stage acting. lts mastly
fighting and gun safety training. Although we
use fake guns we have ta handle them like real
guns. So you leam all about the gun in the same
way as if you werein a gun safety class backin the
states”

As well as fighting and high speed stuntsin
and around the water, the show also uses a lot of
pyrotechnics that simulate gun fire, shell bursts
and other loud and spectacular explosions.
Within the imposing setting of the Russian
aircraft carrier the show recreates an exhilarating
depiction of the shock and awe of a conflict
without any of the commensurate risks - at least
for the audience. For the stunt performers like
Jonny, the danger is part of the thill of his
unusual job and his extraordinary life.
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Jonny lsdmdhgéwater scooter
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To Buy or
Not to Buy a Car
in Tianjin?

by Carmen King

o - ; " Heavy tafficatrush hours

s an expat living in Tianjin, transport is cne
A of the biggest challenges. Be it foot, bike,
moped, taxi, bus, subway, or car, no option is a
perfect solution in itself, However as it relates to
that last one, “car’, we ask the question, is it a good
business decision to buy a car in Tlanjin as an
expat?

The first issue related to buying a car, is that
Tianjin has grown up, adopting the same system
as the big brother next door Beijing, the days of
“buying cars at whim"are gone. Expats and locals
alike need to participate in a“lottery” This lottery
isn't about buying a ticket and hoping you win a
car, rather you need to register with the
govemment authorized agency managing the
assignment of new license plate numbers in
Tianjin and hope you get randomly selected,
thus giving you*gualifications”to register a car in
Tianjin.

Hard as this might be for expats to believe
you can't just buy a car when and where you
want, it is the reality of life in Tianjin. In addition,

Thecarisbiggerand
badder than the bicycle
== 1 ---‘- r

see the doctor.

be aware that should you be one of the fortunate
few to get selected to register a new license plate
in Tianjin, you must do so within 6 months of
being authorized or else suffer the penalty of not
being able to re-register for the license lottery
again for at least two years!

If being randomly selected wasnt
challenging encugh, there are qualifications to
even participate in the lottery! What are they? For
expats lottery requirements include having a
valid form of identification and having lived in
Tianjin for at least 2 or more continuous years.
You also need a valid Chinese drivers license.

lets just say you meet the above
requirements. Before you run off and start playing
the license plate lottery, take a minute to count the
costs and consider if you even want to apply. After
all owning and operating a motorized vehicle in
Tianjin is quite different than overseas.

Topping the list of things expats should
consider when contermplating *to buy or not to
buy a car"are the related risks. Many risks abound
for expats owning a car in Tianjin. One such is
automobile accidents. Nomally, when driving

BUSINESS

we would be worried about getting in an
accident with another motorized vehicle, in
Tianjin, that s not your biggest fear, instead you
should be womied about having an altercation
with @ pedestrian or nen-icensed motorized
vehicle, Pedestrians, cyclists, mopeds and even
three-wheel carts are huge hazards as it relates to
road safety. The last though, three-wheel carts
will become far less starting on May 1stas Tianjin
has banned them from taking to the road.

Why should expats considering buying a
car be so worried about other non-motorized
movers and shakers? Look no further than the
law. The current Chinese law protects the *weak”.
The *weak” are those perceived to be “relatively”
weaker in relation to the other party. Example, a
bus and car collides. The bus is a fault because he
is bigger and than for "stronger” than the car.
Another scenario, a car hits a cydist, sorry car you
lose, not in physical pain but in legal liability. The
caris bigger and badder than the bicycle so you
will be paying for the rider of that bicycle to see
the doctaor.

The above are real concerns for expats as
the chances of being involved in a traffic
accident are certainly not low. Not only because
as an expat you will be unfamiliar with the rules
of the Tianjin roads, but also due to the fact that
the many walkers, bikers, riders, do not follow
those road rules. This means many sudden,
unexpected, unpredictable incidents could very
easily occur. Add on top of this the fact that no
matter how good your Chinese is you will be at a
linguistic disadvantage when dealing with any
road side disputes. When accidents occur, the
police and “onsite” judge, jury, and executioner
will dictate who is at fault, with the odds of who's
guiilty vs, innocent not being in expats favoratall,
for more reasons than one.

QOutside of driving risks, what else should
you consider? Next is driving restrictions. Again,
like big brother Beijing, Tianjin has implemented
systernatic driving restrictions based on license
plate number. On designated days based on
your license plate number you simply cannot
legally drive, or else risk significant fines.
Therefare, if you randomly won the right to get a
license plate, had the money to buy a car, dealt
with all the daily drama of driving, you still for
sure will not be able to drive some days as your
license play will be a part of the *restricted group”
for that day.

Ok, we aren't done yet, let’s talk maney. Car
prices in Tianjin are more expensive than
overseas, 50 this the most obvious of all
expenses. Additional car related expenses
include insurance, maintenance, gas and tax. Car
insurance will cost you around 1000 RMB per
year and that is only for the bare minimum
coverage. If you want some decent coverage,

including not only the other persons car but also
your own, than insurance fees will quickly rise to
several thousand RMB per vear Basic
maintenance, such as oil charges will cost you
four hundred or so RMB monthly. You also will
incur an annual tax of several hundred RMB. Not
to mention one the biggest costs of owning a
car in Tianjin, parking fees and tickets.

Parking fees are not cheap, and the
alternative is even worse. First, finding a parking
space is not always easy, even if you are willing to
pay. Second, rates are not cheap with some of the
cheapest parking being 4 RMB per hour, but
there aren't many around at this rate. Third, if you
think you will be cool and go commanda parking
where and wheneveryou want, than be ready for
parking tickets and these are 200 RMB per pop.

Parking fees aside you still have the real and
ever present danger of traffic violations. This is a
huge issue for all Tianjin drivers, especially expats.
Traffic laws are different here, It is all too easy to
unwittingly violate a regulation, with such you've
got the gift of a fine and peints on your license. If
you hit 12 points within a year, back to driving
school for you, or risk losing your license.

In conclusion, Tianjin expats, how do you
answer the guestion"to buy or not to buy a car?
Based on the above analysis perhaps you will
find yourself rethinking what originally may have
seemed such a “no-brainer” question. The car
business is booming in Tianjin, as stil, the
demand far outweighs the supply, however the
new restrictions on new car registrations has put
a huge kink in this fire hose. How the countless
car dealerships around Tianjin will deal with this
recent policy change is yet to be seen. As expats
in Tianjin, after counting the costs related to
buying a car, maybe, just maybe the walking,
cycling, busing, cabbing life isn't so bad after all

1N

The sign says:“The parking lot is full”
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Down the Drain!

hy does everything beautiful come toan

end? And I'm not talking about love here!
I'm talking about good relationships with
manufacturers and suppliers, Through my time
in China I've come in contact with many
suppliers in several sectors and industries and 1t
has always troubled me why our relationshiz
turns sour after sometime. Don't get me wrong,

I don't break ties and stop cooperating with
suppliers just because our relationship has
deteriorated, but everything just becomes a
Iittle less special. | Just wanted to find out why!

It was during one of my previous posttions
at an MNC producing advanced electric
generators when one day after working hours |
got document holders out of the archive and

found my way to supplier records. We do of
course have digital records that record official
relationship status, standing orders, payment
bills and so on, but that was not what | am
looking for. | was looking for the actual
handwritten reports submitted by supplier audit
tearns after they retum from visiing suppliers.
These neports are actually filled during the visit
so they reflect the true nature of the meeting
just like it happened.

| decided to review reports from those
suppliers who | feel disruption in our relationship
with. | organized them chronolegically and
started from older dates so | can trace the
progression of the business relationship as it
started up to present day. Some of these reports
dated back to before my time at the company
and were actually new to me. | have to confiess
that | have never done this before. | was always
more interested In quantifying our relationship
with the suppliers and making money of buying
their components then selling my products
rather than qualifying our relationship in terms
of what is actually going on between our
respective teams and how the two company
managers actually feel toward each other.

| pulled up my sleeves and got myself a
large cup of coffee as | estimated that this will
need up to four hours of reading and set on my
joumey Into the past of my supply chain. I've
seen suppliers appear and disappear. Others
delivered more then less then more product
again. Some stopped working with us for a while
then re-started the business relationship again.
There was even one supplier where a member
of our company married a team member from
their company! It was all there, down to the
smallest detall written In short comments that
sometimes seemed less important now such as
"lunch was bad today” and *they were late to
pick us up at the almort™to remarks that seemed
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to be very important indeed such as*| think the
amount of product in each container is
degeasing graduallyl® and “their rmw material
warehouse smelled different than usual. | think
chemical storage has failed and the material has
expired due to bad storage” and even remarks
like“1 believe our supplier and THEIR supplier are
conspiring against us to produce a product that
does-not meet our specification requirements?
As | kept on reading and pressed on into
my third hour of reading | started to see a trend
here. It was a dangerous trend that made me
dedde to review ALL supplier handwritten
reports during the following week This issue
seemed so rampant that | began thinking it is
the norm. [t was as simple as a gredual reduction
of what | am getting out of this relationship as
opposed to what | am putting in. Just ke
marriage, when one partner starts neglecting

their duties the relationship starts to disintegrate
and seize to function correctly. In short, what |
was reading had all the symptoms of quality
fadel

Quality fade 1s when you recelve a product
just a little worse that you won't notice after a
while and once you miss the slight degradation
and reduction in quality, the supplier makes one
more slight reduction so that these
degradations always go unnoticed because
operators become accustomed to the current
reduced quality product that the slight
reduction is not noticeable and once the next
reduction is made, they start feeling that this is
the new norm. In fact, they don't feel anything
new about it as the changes are so minute that
they are nearly impossible to detect without
machine aid.

Of course this doesn't happen for all
products, suppliers understand that if they do
this for major components that are tested using
state-ofthe-art machinery at random, they
would be in trouble. What they did was pure
genlus Tn looking for components that nobody
tested reqularly because they are assumed to be

standardized at nomnal market level. We're
talking bolts and nuts and other minor
components that can be critical to the product's
quality and even safety but have not been
re-tested for years because they just seem to be
the same.

When | looked at the personal reports, they
turned cut to give an idea of what happened.
You can actually read the tone of the suppliers
team becoming more worried when they are
making a change and they seem fo be paying
too much attention to pleasing the audit teams
by any means possible. From better hotels to
better cars and everything in between. The
suppliers just want to pass inspections when
they know something is wrong so they try to
make the audit team feel much better than at
normal times.

In fact on team member seemed to feel
oo welcame at one time and records show that
the batch of foctures bought from that supplier
at this particular time later caused a slight
problem at the production line. It seemed the
supplier had made the maximum cuts to the
component before reaching the usable limit
This was different from product to product and
component to cormponent.

Some parts had a high safety factorand so
the supplier had a large margin of profit to add if
they decrease the quality standard of the part
without anyone notidng because the product
would not fail under normal conditions. Under
severe o emergency conditions on the other
hand, a degraded product would surely fail and
cause disastrous consequences.

Some changes seem to just be rude as
well. For example a certain high value protective
paint that should be sprayed on metallic
surfaces for protection came in large drums of
200 KG each. The actual product description
described the product as 200 KG +- 10 KG to
accornmodate normal changes in packaging
processes. Going through the SAP system for
this particular paint revealed that the average
weight for drums through the past two years
has decreased from 20001 to 190.035! This is
nearly a 5% reduction in the amount of product
| am receiving and yet | am paying the same
prices because legally the product | Intact but
the supplier has discovered a way of making 5%
more money on the material without doing
anything lllegal by explofting the range we
created to make things easler for suppliers
through the packaging process. | am sure that
the purchasing department made the 190 to
210 range expecting to receive some 195 drums
and some 205 drums as well

in another case a supplier was smart about
changing the weight of straight high strength
metallic bars by decreasing the amount of metal
actually going into the bars. In that case the bars
were supposed to resist tension of 130% of the
actual usage because they were ciitical 1o
holding the product together in cases of
excessive heat, wind or other severe
envirenmental situations. However, the actual
everyday normal situation tension requirement
was only 100% so the supplier knew they can
provide bars that deliver 10096 and not 130% of
strength requirement and we would only notice
in case of a storm or earthquake or in case
somepne actually cared enough to test the
product regularly and not only during the first
several batches.

That brought me to a very important point
| suddenly discovered that our own quality
department has been falling Into quality fade as
waell. It was nommal company procedure to test
random samples from all components during
the first five delivered batches. Afterwards
testing becomes a discretionary process for the
quality department and regulated by certain
policies. It was up to them to retest products
from time to time if they feel that the product's
quality might be slipping. But they were not
doing so, and had they been performing that
task regularly, suppliers would not have had the
chance to gradually reduce the quality of their
shipmenits as such. It seems that even an MNC
had been stung by the menace of quality fade.

Of course on my side, | made a list of all the
components that might actually affect safety
and/or performance of the final product and
sent it via email to the after-sales team asking
them to contact our clients who have bought
machines that included thase components and
initiate in coordination with their maintenance
teams a quick action plan focused on replacing
themn with new parts that conformed to our
original specifications.

As for the suppliers who were guilty of
quality fade, a list of them was made for the
purchasing department sc they can be
confronted to either provide their products atan
acceptable level or all future purchases would
be directed towards their compatitors, It also
seemed normal that those replacement parts
that affected safety and performance should be
replaced at the supplier's cost or legal action
would be the choice,

Please send your comments and questions
10 Moe via megharesb@gmall com
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A Speech of

Entrepreneurship
for Young Professionals

from Young Professioral Tianjin

Investment into China as well as
Chinese investment into foreign markets has
increased rapidly. Many of these investments
have been successful, while others have led to
massive failures, Of course, the question is:
Why? What can you learn from this for your
businesses?” As he looks at each member of
his audience, Mr. Marwan Faddoul has
certainly captured their interest as he begins
his lecture 1o the Young Professionals of
Tianjin. Designed to boost the business skills
of participants, Mr. Faddoul an expert in
corporate strategy and a managing partner at
NFG Consulting, was invited to speak because
of his extensive experience in helping Chinese
companies expand overseas.

During the lecture Mr. Faddoul focused
on three key areas crucial for maintaining a
successful business. These areas included
inbound Activities - a discussion of foreign
companies Investing in Ching; Outbound

llo ver the past decade Foreign Direct

Activities - Chinese businesses that want to
invest outside of China and the challenges
that foreign and Chinese firms face in doing
business with each other. The message is clear
for individuals interested in conducting
business in this great nation - they must be
well versed in not only business but also
Chinese culture.

Over the past decades the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) has seen many
Inbound Activities as the market for foreign
investors has been continuously expanding
and evolving. During the 1980’s and 19805,
foreign companies began to invest in China in
order to capitalize on low labor costs and to
conduct business under the welcoming
policies of the PRC. Today however, as policies
change so has the way business is conducted.
This has seen foreign investors not only
manufacture their products in the PRC but
also to target it as a marketable region where
they can sell thelr products and services using
its Infrastructure and Increase the overall GDP.

Furthermaore, despite a large domestic
market, Chinese entrepreneurs are focusing
on Qutbound Activities which aim to take
their business outside of China with more than
B80% preferring to expand into Africa and the
Middle East. One of the reasons for this choice
is that the current portfolio of Chinese
products allows Chinese companies more
opportunities to sel and compete in
developing countries than in the United

States and Western Europe.

In order improve product quality and
brand names, Chinese manufacturers are
either merging with or acguiring foreign
companies. For example, over the past year
Chinese enterprises were involved in more
than 200 merger and acguisition projects,
which Is a 5% increase from the previous year
and netted a total of $51.5 blllion in revenue,
For reasons of security and to have accessto a
better |festyle and education, many wealthy
Chinese invest in developed countries in arder
to gain residency permits and, eventually, a
foreign passport. An example of this is seen in
Portugal where since 2012, the Portuguese
govemment has issued 734 so-called "Golden
Visas" generating more than 440 Million Euros
in profit which is funneled back into the
economic infrastructure. The vast majority of
the people signing up, that is 578, are
malnland Chinese.

Lastly, both Chinese and foreign
companies face similar challenges in
conducting business with each other on a
daily basis. For example, cultural differences,
language barriers and weak knowledge of
management have led to decisions where
Chinese investors merge with or acquire
foreign fims without conducting any
preliminary plans or studies. It is important to
recognize these issues and work alongside
them, for when this is not done the probability
of a company failing is increased.

Overall, the lecture presented to the
Young Professionals of Tlanjin by Mr. Faddoul
was axtremely Informative, By discussing the
problems that both foreign and Chinese
investors face every day when conducting
business in China, YPT members were able to
gain a better insight inta how the Chinese
conduct business with foreigners and
foreigners with Chinese. Mr. Faddoul is an
excellent example of what is required from
foreign nationals in order to succeed in
business in this great nation of China.

AmChamChina
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AmCham China, Tianjin and BT Eagle Group
Thirteenth Annual Charity Golf Tournament

10:00AM - 8:00PM, Saturday, May 24th
Tianjin Eco-city International Country Club

Don't miss this opportunity to enjoy a round of golf and make a difference in children’s lives.
All proceeds will be donated to Jianhua Tianjin Special Education Program to support disabled children.

Entry Fee: RMB 1100 *

* The fee includes greens fee, facilities and caddies, registration pack,
lunch on the course. all day cold beverages, awards banquet, retum transportation and lucky draw.

Sponsorships now available!

Exclusive Platinum Sponsor: Cash RMB100, 000

Exclusive Golf Cart Sponsor: Cash RMB25, 000

Exclusive Dinner Sponsor Cash RMB20,000

Beverages Sponsor: Cash RMBG, 000 or in-kind equivalent
Hole Sponsor: Cash RMB3, 600

In-kind / Prize Sponsor: In-kind or prize values over RMB500

For more information on purchasing tickets or sponsorship, please call the AmCham China,
Tianjin office at 022-23185072, or send an e-mail to amandahe@amchamchina.org.
Contact person: Amanda He
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European Chamber
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EUROPEAN CHAMBER IN TIANJIN

PwC Tax Seminar: 2013 Annual Corporate Income Tax Filing Key Points Update
27 March, 2014

In cooperation with German Chamber of
Commerce, the Eurapean Chamber Tianjin Chapter
organized an informative and practical breakfast
briefing on 27 March in Hotel Indigo Tianjin
Haihe Jacky Chu, Partner of International
Assignment Service PwC shared his knowledge and
thought on the following issues, he also answered
the specific guestions members met,

Training course: Microsoft Office
28 March, 2014

According to the data provided by an authoritative institution, only 20% of Office
application functionality was used by a common end user. However, 25% productivity
will be Improved by execute an application skill training effectively, which equals to
nearly 20009 rate of return on Investment. The purpose of this tralning program Is to
save hours of your wark and increase your organization productivity with instant results.

Even the brightest Office users often have skill gaps that prevent them from
effectively using the full potential of the tools readily available to them. This full day
courses of Microsoft Word, Excel and Power Point aredesigned to target those skill gaps
and help Intermediate to advanced Office users take the next stop In their learning.

InterChamber Breakfast Brlefing: Risk Management and Buslness Insurance
11 April, 2014

In cooperatlon with German Chamber of Commerce the European Chamber Tianjin Chapter organized a breakfast briefing on 11 Aprll, 2014
in Ritz-Carlton Tianjin. Risk exists everywhere, it can come from uncertainty in financial markets, threats from project failures, legal liabilities, credit
risk, accidents, and natural disasters, We have to understand risks and know how to minimize them. In this Breakfast Seminar, Mr. Thomas Hai,
supervisor of the business development division of AipiNissay Dowa Insurance {China) Co., Ltd., provided infermation on risk management and
business insurance and explains what the potential risks are and how to protect your business.

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
= & £

4 ] ] e X £
Rm 2415 |, Suite 17, Magnstic Plaza, BinShui West Road, Nankai District, Tianjin, 300381, PR.Chi
RETHFE AR EIRE kS S 17RE24155%
Tel: +80 22 2374 1122 Email: tlanjin@europeanchamber.com.cn Website: www.europesanchamber.com.cn
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ISETAN Binhai New Area Shop
SPECIAL INFORMATION

NSETAN

www.isetan-tianjin.com
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Speaal Beef S|new Cur

' 4F TEL;022:6554:1836
I'I:I"'Il:ll (II ﬂ:ﬂll)
ﬂ:ll'!ﬂlll (I.ll M)

SEVEN DAYS

“strip-loin steak

> (300g/ 1007) 3
) : ¥54
"a : L TEL: 622-8554-1087 3 P TH: §22-8334-1030
® P 180~2288 (10: 2H09) &% & TESS~2100 (1D: 20:88)

ADD TEDA MSD No.62 2nd Avenue TEDA Tianjin
Tel:6527-1111 Hrs:11:00-21:00{Restaurant 11:30-22:00)



\ GERMAN CHAMBER
B of Commerce in China = North

HENR
TEREES - FiERFRIEBX EEE
EEN
Past Events
Day of Logistics 201 4: Visit of E-Commerce Logistics Park in Wuging
Thursday, April 10, 2014

On the “Day of Logistics, more than 400 events
take place worldwide in cooperation with companies,
institutes and universities. In its 7th year, the Day of
Logistics was arganized on April 10, 2074, "

The German Chamber of Commerce in
cooperation with the BVL, the German Logistics =
Association, took its members to visit the warehouse
logistics site of the Beijing Jiuxian E-Commerce Co,
Ltd. in the E-Commerce Logistics Park in Wuging.
Jiuxianwang is Chinas largest integrated online
alcohol retailer and offered German Chamber
members a deep insight into the wide variety of logistic activities of an online retailer.

Interchambaer Breakfast Saminar; Risk Management and Business Insurance
Friday, April 11,2014

To avold financial problems, businesses need o prepare
themselves to be protected from various risks such as
uncertainties on financial markets, threats from project
{ failures, legal liabilitles, credit risks, accidents or natural
disasters. The German Chamber, In cooperation with the
European Chamber, invited Mr. Thomas Hal, supervisor of the
business development division of Aicl Nissay Dowa
Insurance (China} Co, Ltd. to explain the potential business
risks for companles and how to protect thelr businesses
against these risks.

GM Roundtable - Sales and Marketing in China
Monday, April 14, 2014

The German Chamber’s GM Roundtable is an event that aims to serve as a
platform for General Manager to come together, openly discuss current issues and
share experiences. This GM Roundtable focused on sales and marketing strategies in
China and discussed the management and development of sales personnel, current
challenges for German companies and Sinc-German differences in this sector.

More upcoming Evenis

May 6, 2014: Seminar - Importing to China, German Chamber Tianjin Office

May 17, 2014: German Night in Tianjin, Drel Kronen 1308 Brauhaus Tianjin

May 20, 2014: Biz Socializer - InterChamber Business Networking, Hotel Nikko Tianjin
May 28, 2014: Kammerstammtisch Tianjin, Drel Kronen 1308 Brauhaus Tianjin

German Charmber Tianjin Office:Room 1502, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073
Tel [Fax+86 22 B787 9248
Emall: an]in@b|.china.ahk.de Webslte: www.china.ahk.de

(R TIANJIN HR cLUB U

AhFREE AR
HR CLUB

February 2014, HRCLUB was successfully held the seminar about regulations of labor
dispatch.Yongge Xu lawyer has interpreted regulations of labor dispatch in depth and given
some relevant legal advice and suggestions for HR managers.

Since the year of 2012, HRCIub offically Introduced s certified course of ETralning
Camp—HR Practicel with the purpose to discoverfoster talents and selfpromotionHR
managers are keen to participate and feel very meaningful March 2014, the graduation
ceremony of Training Camp was very successfully held. HR CLUB will continue to organize this
course, 50 welcome every HR colleague to take part in and contact us.

The Third China (Tianjin) Human Resource
Services Exhibition in 2014

The exhibition started since 2012, which brought together many outstanding Chinese and forgign
enterprises by many ways to find suitable partmers on both sides, This exhibition obstalned a lot of support and
recognition for well-knawn enterprises and senlor HR managers HR CLUB hopes everyone continue to pay
attention and give support. Welcome to attend and contact us!

Date: May 9, 2014

Conference Location: WanDa Vista Tianjin

(Da Zhi Gu Ba Hao read,No 486,He Dong DistrictTianjin{Chinal}

HRCLUB Contact :2423 -6877; 2423-6872; 157-607-15692 .
HRCLUB website: http//www.tj-hrclub.org

MOM...

Galalrare Mot her's Bayl Spoil veunMam it hour excliisive oifers

sl myvakie B Momnas i Modlieys TEy o b wlyery

A S

Tyl s stes
0 =3 HUAD L

Motherrs Dy Tnotidperies Dt el AT GE Ll St
fechmpanieel witly Hisky Loy ko 4 Spa Tres i nen)

Xbnve 5] Fat siltdieeT 10 1 sEnvhee ehares

ail [l Resrguyan

(Nz]

Monbier's s memna BME288 net per parsom ireltisive
| it Mesn digty and @ photaw i theyonn Fammilhy

Ll 4 Zanses Clilness Redidiman

| 2523060 1

Valld oy oty Mg, Mot lisis Do
Fap o Sl pt i Tony ot Goo T iy p2aapyaLin Z
VS W AVSE S A s fim O SRl | B 22 ARG OntD =
n
TIANIIN ﬂ E
= = & 5T ® ERHRE
- FOLIRA LUXKURY
Spg £ MERTDIEN Elof POINTS WESTIN COLECTION
®
Starwood . F
Proferred w i &

Ciuest Sheratin STREGIS




EDUCATION

Social Media .....
in the Classroom

There's noway to keep ye.ungsters fram their phones
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A 5 & university professor, many of my
students are tapped into all the Intemet
has to offer, especially on their phones. Almost
all of them have their phones out in every class.
Why do | allow their phones in class, do you
ask? For two reasons: the first is that it's almost
impossible to disallow them. They are hard to
see, and m not going to spend precious
minutes of class time everyday to take away
their phones.

The second reasen is that their phones
have online dictionaries on thern that translate
words. This is useful for both them and me. As a
non-Chinese speaker, sometimes we need to
use the franslators to understand and help cne
another.

Amongst the numerous games and other
activities that smart phones are equipped with,
the apps that my students are using most often
are social media and messaging combination
applications, like QQ and WeChat (Webdin),
along with others lke Weibo and Mirco
Blogging, etcetera.

They spend a large amount of everyday
communicating using these two messaging
giants. QQ) is the most popular amongst my
Chinese students.

*It's just easy, because I've using it for so
long; said one young man in my freshman
English class.

EDUCATION

*I'm very comfortable with ity said another
sophomore girl. QQ was released in 1999 and
has gained popularity since then. It allows my
students to shop, help each other with their
homework, email one ancther, chat and post
things to a feed, along with many other
abilities.

Even a middle school student | met earlier
this year had a OQ email account, and she
eagerly wanted me to join the service.

Everything they do on their phones can be
run and connected through QG The company
that owns Tt, Tencent, is the fifth largest tech
company in the world. It follows Google,
Amazon, Ebay and Facebook. As of March 2013,
QG had 7982 million active accounts.

Tencent also owns WeChat This app,
which allows international chatting via
smartphone either in text, voice calling, voice
messaging, video chatting or walkie-talkie
form, is more popular amongst foreigners.

This app, released in 2011, is quite a bit
newer than QQ. It serves the necessity of being
able to communicate long distance via an
application. It is similar to Viber and WhatsApp.
Most of my students are alsc active with
WeChat as well as QQ. But for foreigners, one or
the other Is almost a necessity in China.

“If you want to fully integrate in China, QO
or WeChat is necessary, but WeChat is better!
said a Morocean friend of mine, "You can use it
to do everything” Meaning, you can use it to
message other people on the service in any
form you want to. It would seem that the
younger generation is fully connected using
their smartphanes. But, many of them don't
fully understand it; they simply use it.

Many of my students don't understand
the difference between what is considered a
soclal media and what is not. This can be
dangerous if they don't understand that ather
teachers and potential employers can see what
they post.

If they post something 1o thelr feeds it
can be seen by anyone they are contacts with,
Many times, | have seen students complaining
about thelr professors and classes, including
my own.

SOCIAL BLOGS
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| had to explain to several of my classes
that “sodial media”is a type of Internet service
that allows them to post things to a great
audience. Therefore, things like email are not
actually social media. The subtleties in the
differences between the two can be difficult
for them to understand.

Na one is telling them how 1o correctly
seize and use the [ntemet to their advantage.
They see these apps as a convenient way to
chat with their fiiends and post things online.

But, they could be using them to do so
much mare than that. They could be taught to
utilize these new technologies to make
themselves more marketable, but it seems no
one has yet to tap into the full potential of
these new platforms. My students dor't
understand all of the possibilities that these
applications could grant them.

Instead, Chinese parents and educators
are concemned that their children and students
are becoming addicted to things like Intemet
messaging and gaming systems, and they
have hegun to send younger children to
centers for Intemet addiction,

But these types of soclal media platforms
are giving a voice to the younger generations,
that don't have a lot of cutlets otherwise, They
are using these applications to say things that

ONLINE
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they think and feel.

Even with this outpouring of emotion and
ideals, most of these applications are still
heavily regulated and controlled by the
government.

This regulation isn't stopping college and
high school students from making friends and
chatting with people around the world. Many
of them see it as an advantage 1o be able to
connect with people thousands of kilometers
away from them, even if they are wary of the
“friends’they met online.

Many of my fellow professors have even
jumped on the bandwagon and are using
these apps to chat with students, teachers and
other friends. |t seems that these applications
have the ability to spread to other countries,
especially WeChat, as the world becomes a
mere global community in need of way to
connect people across the globe,

in the next few years, WeChat may even
overtake other soclal media apps in the West,
such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, If
Tencent can continue 10 make their
technology a necessary part of living and
working in China, it will scon galn a foothold in
other markets. It has this possibility, especially
since It offers the application in many different
languages.
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Parks, should be
beautiful!

By Bryce Cristiano

ommon parks In the urban areas of

America’s cities are rather grim locations.
The uninspired landscape of dying grass holds
a number of crumbling public recreation
courts for basketball and other classic sports
pastimes. If you are able to pave a road over the
unconscious homeless people and the
cornucopia of discarded drug paraphernalia,
you'll be able to partake in the utilization of
courts and a playground for children. Parks are
not the kind of location you venture 1o for a

An old man 15 teaching a kid to roller skate.

source of easy entertainment, but instead for
relaxation or being able to exercise. While the
parks of America are dull, they manage to at
least accommodate to the people who wish to
play sports. This is an aspect that is generally
lacking with the parks in China but that’s hardly
an issue when we notice all the benefits of
parks in China.

If you want any idea of the level of
aesthetic neglect which looms over American
parks, look at our public restrooms. The grungy
and boring restrooms do [ittle good at hiding
the severity of heinous activities which take
place inside of them. You'll probably get more
exercise walking to a nearby clinic to have
yourself tested for a disease you may have
contracted in the bathroom, rather than being
able utilize the park. If there’s a massive amount
of care that city planners put into their work,
you won't see that reflected in the parks. It's
shameful that such a central location of many
neighborhoods is just swept under the rug and
ignored.

Where America completely drops the
proverbial ball, China scoops it up by creating
parks that are narmally pleasing areas to relax.
Plenty of seating space, trees, statues, and
canopies craft a location thats Tdeal for
meeting with frlends and enjoying the great
spring weather with conversation, Although
the parks are devoid of public courts for sports,
they do offer plenty of exercising equipment
which is constantly put to use by members of

the community. There seems fo be two
distinct types of parks in China. On one hand
we have the numerous and tiny parks which
act as a focal point for communities in blocks
of apartments and on the other hand there's
the much larger parks which serve as focal
points where masses of people can gather to
engage in public activities. The design of each
park in China is heavily influenced by the
roots of popular Chinese architectural design.
They feel integrated into the daily lives of the
people who live around them and thelr

i
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design fits the essence of their function.

Since the parks of China have such a high
turnout of indwiduals, it allows for the
perception of a community feeling. The minute
size of the |ocal parks around the apartrment
blocks are not a problem since the people are
more susceptible to engaging in dialogue with
strangers and neighbors. This is a social aspect
that is rarely seen in America. The grand size of
American parks allows for pecple to disperse
themsalves from strangers so that they don't
have any chance encounters with another

CULTURE

human. Although, having space from
individuals is probably for the best in most
cases depending on the neighborhood you
happen to be walking through as crime can be
2 huge problem in the inner city. The only
social interactions that | have experienced in
parks outside of my group of peers have been
from police trying to enforce the park hours,
belligerent drunks, and enraged individuals
who wanted to try to start fights. This is
probably indicative of a much mere systemic

issue dealing with the brash behavior of

American xenophobia (the fear of sirangers),
but it’s really centralized in the parks. In China,
the parks serve as a central congregation point
where people can sodalize with their
neighbors. In America, the parks serve as place
where the lenger you extend your stay, the
more likely it is that you will come under
physical attack by a wonderful community
member. All the American police, who seem to
come around when you want to be alone with
a friend and talk in the park around midnight,
they never seem to be around to actually
enforce the law when your life is in danger. This
is an issue of American sodety in general, but
it's amplified in the parks.

A group of elderly women gather to
practice Tai Chi under the white blossoms of
the Yulan magnolia tree while scores of
students berate each other as they make their
way through the stone pathways of the park
An old man tries tirelessly to hone his diabalo
skills, only falling to catch the flying top when
he gets far too cocky with his diabolo tricks. A

group of men sit under a
gazebo discussing
between each other while
children run past them to
play on the trampolines
and ride on the animal
shaped carts. It5 all good
fun and its hard to really
feel anything but at peace
in the parks here. If you
dont feel like doing
anything in particular, there
are plenty of activities ta
Just sit back and witness.

Whether it's partaking
in kite flying, boat rides, daibolo tossing,
painting ceramics, lazy walks along the lake,
eating varicus street food, fishing, tennis, and
basketball; there’s always fun to be had at the
parks in China. The traditional activities like
sword danding and the singing of tradition
music add a fantastic level of atmosphere to
the parks and give visitors a great scope into
Chinese society. Someone wha is visiting China
should do themselves a favor and spend time
in the parks. No matter how urbanized and
modern the cities become, the parks of China
will surely always maintain their beautiful
traditional design.

The appreciation of parks as a focal point
for communities is something that a great deal
of American states should look fo as
inspiration. There’s no freedom or joy in visiting
American parks where the only slice of
American culture you will witness are all the

A Chinese guy plays sword,

negative aspects. Maybe the problem Ts that
Americans do not have any historical culture to
draw influence from. There are no ancient
temples with or customs which date back
thousands of years. The infantile nature of
Amnerican society should really do better at
preserving thair urban parks and tuming them
into focal points of the community. While it
may be that America lacks the history, it's the
melting pot of culture. America could easily
use the diversity of its cities ethnicities to its
benefit to create a stronger microcosm in the
parks. Until the ethnicities of America leam
how to collaborate together in public
engagement, China will always have the
superior park system. From the beautful
design which draws from andient architecture,
the kindness of strangers, and the mix bag of
activitias; there are no comparable examples of
urban micrecosms than the ones in China.
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Carved Bamboo
Sleeves

from Ming and Qing Dynasties

N owadays it is rare for people to use an carving was of a bird resting in a tree
ink brush to write, so much of the old overhanging a river. The leaves of the tree are

style writing equipment is unfamiliar to many
people. Recently, a Mr. Gu asked a guest
expert from the Tianjin Bo Hai Daily
Newspaper to identify a piece of bamboo in
his possession. The bamboo section was
about 20 centimeters long and 7 centimeters
wide and had a surface that was quite smooth
with carved patterns in the middle. The

swaying in a breeze. Mr. Gu said, “this is a piece
that had been passed down through my
family over many years.He had been told that
the device was an aid for ink brush writing but
he had no idea how it was used.

The expert explained that “when writing
old style calligraphy, the writer would usually
put the piece of bamboo under their arms so

‘ ‘ i

their sleeves wouldn't get into the ink! This
would explain why the “bottom part of the
bamboo is brown and shiny because of its
constant contact with the skin” It would be
“more than a 100 years old” was the expert’s
considered opinion.

Because” the hand writing order for old
style calligraphy is vertical and then from the
right to left it was difficult to prevent the
sleeves of the writer smearing the freshly
written characters. So to solve the problem,
the bamboo sleeve was invented,” the master
of China Bamboo Carving Crafts, Mr. Xu Bing
Yan informed us. The bamboo sleeve is also
called a wrist pillow or arm pad and was
popular in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In
addition to preventing the sleeves from
disturbing the ink, it was much easier to use
the bamboo pad to rest your arm while
writing with the brush pen. Moreover, it
protected the paper from the artist's
perspiration during summer time.

The arm pads were made from various
materials including ivory, jade, mahogany, or as
we have seen, bamboo. One of bamboo’s
properties is that it feels cool to the touch so it
would also have helped to relieve the tired
writer as they went about their painstaking task.
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Hopeland International Kindergarten April Spring Excursion

Spring has sprung and we can feel the warm sunshine, breathe in the fresh
air, smell the intoxicating scent of the flowers and see greenness everywhere.
This April on a bright spring day, the children and teachers of Hopeland
International Kindergarten celebrated the best season of the year with an
exploration of the secret of spring. Clad in their clean uniforms topped off with
red hats, the children followed the kindergarten's flag and headed off to the
Water Park Our journey into spring began with the singing of beautiful songs.

The children were so excited to see the many varieties of flowers, run on
the soft grass and admire the waving willows. As they watched the hardworking
gardeners, the children realized the importance of protecting and maintaining our
precious eco environment. All along the way we were surrounded by the heady E
atmosphere of spring and could feel the change in the appearance of the plantsand &
animals. Other people who were also enjoying the delights of the season were
impressed by the politeness and good behavior of our children. It was such a happy way to feel
the true beauty of spring.
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China Hit By
Huge Wave

by Paula Taylor

hina has been hit by a huge wave that Now to tell you

has had an immense impactontheway  something  really
many peaple live their lives. This wave even strange. In the
has a name - the Korean Wave. Fortunately it storyline, Jeon Ji
has nothing to do with water so no damage Hyun has a liking for
has been done. The Korean Wave is all things  fried chicken and
Korean, food, music, clothes, TV etc. Currently  beer. Conseguently
China is in the grip of a new drama series, "You sales of both have
Who Came From The Stars’and consequently  gone through the
anything Kerean is now an advertiser's dream roof in China, and
preduct. The main male actor, Kim Soo Hyun  even though there was
has hit the Jackpot as he has been chosen to  a bird flu scare in some
star in a world famous soft drink commercial parts of China and so
in China. When a Chinese audience embraces people should have been
something they go for the whole package  eating less chicken, stocks
and everything about this drama is a hot  were depleted rapidly.
topic. Every single itern of clothes and  This phenomenon has
jewellery that the main actress, Jeon Ji Hyun even affected Tianjin.
wears is discussed in detail and spawns  Yes, Tianjin. A humble
thousands of copies. Korean fried chicken

The drama is basically the story of an shop in Meijiang has

alien that took on human form, came to earth become so popularas a
400 years ago and has been stranded here  result of this drama that
ever since. At first he tries not to get involved now people have to
in the affairs of humans, but predictably (fora  wait for a whole hour
Korean drama), starts to fall in love with Jeon Ji before they get their
Hyun, who plays an actress. Then,justtokeep  orders, gueues are
things interesting, there is a psycho or two  outside the door.
intent on murdering Jeon Hi Hyun. These dramas don't

Lee Minho

wentonTV and said
unlessa guyls 1. 3mtall,

a demand for tall guys:dli
the screen.

usually appeal to most Westerners as we are
too practically and realistically minded, and in
order to watch and get absorbed in them, you
have to suspend disbelief. For instance there
are always scenes such as this: Man on a
telephone “You mean if this news gets out,
the president’s enemies can use it bring
down the government?” Of course there is
always one of the president’s enemies
conveniently listening, as the man is
speaking in a public place where the
president’s enemies hang out. Baddies
take on almost caricature like personas.
Whereas on Western TV shows product
placements are largely banned, Korean
dramas have lats of sponsors so their
products feature heavily and there is a
list of sponsors at the end of every
episode.

However in China Kerean
dramas appeal on every level, hence
other knock-on effects include the
fact that sales of package tours to
Korea visiting places that have
appeared in other dramas have
increased encrmously. | can
suspend dishelief because these
dramas are hugely entertaining and |
can well understand why the
Chinese audiences go overboard for
them. For a start they are presenting
a lifestyle and image that many

pecple crave. The guys are
ridiculously good locking and
incredibly rich and the women are
impossibly beautiful. Of course no
need for me to emphasise that
the majority of them have had
plastic surgery.
Chinese girls love Korean
clothes as they are really cutesy
and pretty. Korean men wear
ornate shirts and
jackets and low
cut  Tshirts, so

Chinese guys think that Korean fashion is
seriously cool. This is something | can't agree
with. If those guys walked down a London
street wearing a t-shirt slashed almost to the
navel....| dread to think what would happen,
In fact when a member of an English boy band
wore a similar t-shirt, he was vilified in the press.
Speaking of fashion, those actors are really
skinny and they wear skinny jeans. | worked in
a Korean high school once and | wamed the
teenage boys that if they carried on wearing
such skin tight trousers, it may be that in the
future they would not be able to fulfil their
dreams of fatherhood. The girls asked me if |
liked skinny jeans. | told them that the boys’
legs were so skinny that they looked like
chopsticks encased in denim. There is no way
that | would ever have fitted in their jeans.
However do not forget that in Asia skinny is
good - for men toe.

There is a word that Koreans use to
address either an elder brother or boyfriend,
Oppa. This has translated to BXE (Ou ba) in
Chinese, and if the skinny legged guys are also
leng legged, even better. The name coined for
them is {€ERBKE chang tui ou ba, or long
legged ouba. Apparently a Korean girl wenton
TV and said unless a guy is 1.8m tall, he is a
loser, so this fuelled a demand for tall guys on
the screen. The male stars also have to be
muscular, or as muscular as they can be
considering they seem to have 20" waists, and
they must have no underarm or chest hair as
Korean women hate hairy men. There are quite
a few opportunities in almost every drama for
the guys to appear showering in order to show
off said muscular physique. By the way it was
Korean male stars that made make up for men

: y Came: me Thagm

acceptable.

As | said, | totally understand why Korean
dramas are so popular in Ching, after all the
stars are Asian and so have Asian looks,
something that can be emulated. Chinese fans
can dress like and copy the locks and styles of
the Korean stars they see. The way Chinese
audiences have taken Korean stars into their
hearts is something that is probably not
possible for Western stars to achieve.

What kind of crazy person would want to
eat something just because they saw it on a
drama? Erm that would be.....me What kind of
Crazy person wants to visit a place because
they saw it on a drama? Erm that would be...
.me. Again, Haven't| been telling you all along

that | am an expert on Korean dramas? Sadly
not enly am | an expert, but | am also a victim.
| took a trip to Korea which was basically a
homage to all the dramas | have ever seen. My
no. 1 place to visit was Nam Sam Tower, which
featured In a famous scene In my favourite
drama. Next on my list was to eat seafood and
drink Soju (Korean alcohcl) in a tent (little street
restaurant), because | saw them do it so many
times in the dramas. Korean dramas appeal to
me because they follow a predictable formula
and | know exactly where the storyline is going
to go and what the end result is going to be
even before | start watching. It is nice and safe.
By the way | have eaten chicken from that shop
in Meijiang and it is delicious.

Spectatular scenery of the Yangtze
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by Ashton Weis

¥/ S elfie”is term that was coined in 2002, but

has gained huge popularity in the last
two or three years, but selfies have been popular
with the initiation of MySpace. The word gives a
name to taking a self-portrait, generally with a

smart phone or hand-held camera. While many
Eastern and Western views over selfies collide
and agree with one another, there are some
subtle differences in how the two cultures view
this new phenomenan,

Snap and post

Many of the older generation in both China
and America, dont understand the reasons
behind selfies. My aunt described “selfies” as a
desperate ploy for attention and assurance.

This attitude describes much of the clder
generaticn, especially the people who donit
possess a smart phone, as selfies are usually
equated with social media, such as Instagram
and the Chinese equivalents.

The younger generation, however, sees
selfies as something different, altogether.

With the explosion of selfies in the States,
many people were divided over their meaning
and views toward selfies.

At first, they were seen as attention seeking,
but over time the view has changed towards
selfies. | see many Facebook and Twitter posts
about how selfies are an empowering way to

In aWestern world full of
images that attempt to
batter women into an

“ideal” version of beauty,
selfies are considered to
be a way to show “real”
beauty.

love yourself and show yourself off.

Feminists especially have gotten behind
selfies as a way of self-expression. And they are
recently being considered as a new form of
self-appreciation. In a Western world full of
images that attempt to batter women into an
“ideal"version of beauty, selfies are considered to
be a way to showreal” beauty.

Women aren't the only ones taking selfies,
as it is popular between both sexes. Men are also
using it fight the sterectypes that dictate what is
handsome.

This is a shift in the attitudes toward these
photos, After the public acceptance and even
welcoming of these new images, celebrities,
such as President Obarna and Ellen DeGeneres
have started using selfies in their media
strategies, making the trend even more popular.
A Chinese girl explained to me that the
phenomenon happened the other way around
in China. First, the celebrities began taking selfies,
and then common people begin to copy.

This is a major difference in the popular
acceptance of selfies. Many selfies in the
Western world are posted on Instagram,
Facebook and Twitter, China blocks these sites,
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so the selfies are posted through different sites,
such as Weibo and QQ. Although, Instagram is
available in China.

“They are probably fake'said a young male
Chinese friend of mine. He doesn't agree with
the use of selfies, because he thinks that the
images are fake or altered using photo software,
such as Photoshop.

He is extremely distrustful of the
information he sees online in any form, and this
ideal applies to selfies.

He has every reason to be with the media
explosion concerning people who have been
deceived and robbed on the intermet, using
these types of exploitive measures.

This media scandal plays into the general
distrust of the Intermet in China and only
contributes to these ideas that there is much
false information on the Internet that people
past about themiselves,

Because of the Chinese ideal of face/itis a
big deal to make yourself look as important and
successful as possible, Many Chinese people
post things online to boast about themselves.

It has been described to me that this can be
away to make the online “friends” of that person
feel shame or embarrassment as to the status of
their life. This is a big divergence from the

American ideal of sharing your life with your
friends, via online.

Many Americans only allow followers or
contacts based on people they know in real life.
This cuts down on the distrust between the two
groups and allows for real interaction, based on
online or social media applicaticns and websites.

Many of the selfies shown in America are
not fake, indeed, they may use a filter over them,
but the images are not doubted outright as not
being real.

But, the idea of the selfie in both cultures is
to make yourself look as good as possible.

In China, this idea is taken to the next level.
Because there are 50 many people in China and
so many of them are using the Internet, Chinese
people are aware of Internet predators
everywhere. They are extremely cautious to
things they read and see online, because many
of thern are tricked or deceived by what is
contributed 1o the web sphere.

There is a general consensus between the
two cultures that there is a limit to the amount of
selfies a person can
take and post. We all
have that one social
media friend

“If you buy a new
hat or get a new
haircut, then |
understand why you
would want to take a
seffie. But, | have
friends who post
selfies everyday, all the
time, for no reason,

Look, she's having fun!

and that’s annoying, said a Chinese friend of
mine. She seems to be drawing a bigger
conclusion that there is a limit to the reason for
posting a selfie.

If you want to share something new,
different or exciting, then it's perfectly acceptable
to post that photo of yourself online. But, if you
continue to post nonsense pictures of yourself
for no reason, that seems to be a desperate ploy
for attention to see how many*likes"you can get.

In this case, both cultures are in agreement.

Allin all, selfies seem to be taking the social
media and Internet world by storm. Everywhere
you look, you can see a debate over their uses
and reascns, As technology evolves to allow us
to take photos anytime, anywhere and of
anything, this was bound to be a consequence
of the ease of smart phones and social media,

Many different people share selfies for
many reasons and the ideclogy towards them is
shifting into a form of self-appreciation in the
West; but in the East, the idea remains that any
photos or information posted by non-regulated
websites are false or some sort of ploy to divest
those taken in by it in some way. However, in
both cultures, the older generations don't seem
understand the sudden need to document
every move a person makes online through their
profiles and blogs.

“Selfies” are something that the younger
generations of the world share, and only further
add to our connections as a global community.
As the technology advances, so to do our
connections with each other, even if we hold
different views and ideas about those
connections,
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Mount
Wutal ......

hinese Buddhism has a well-established and

easily recognizable history throughout the
country. According to Chinese Buddhism, there
are four sacred mountains which are said to have
been where the enlightenment of four rmajor
Bodhisattvas (a2 person wha seeks the state of
becoming a Buddha) ocourred. Since these are the
locations of such prominent enlightenments; the
practitioners of Chinese Buddhism established
extensive monasteries at Mount Wuti (North),
Mount Jiuhua {Scuth), Mount Putua (East), Mount
Emel (West). If you find yourself in Taiyuan, the
central dity of Shamd province, locking for an
excursion into the outdoors you can do no better
than heading 245km north toWistai Shan  ®&
il . Literally meaning, Five Plateau Mountain, this
scenic location not only serves as a pilgrimage site
for Buddhists but it also a beautiful location for
tourists. In the mountains of Mount Wutai it’s easy
to get caught up for the entine day by exploring all
the various temnples that dot the five plateaus.
Situated in a position where you'e surrounded by
the mountains in a sort of bowl leads to a feeling
of peaceful lsolation as you can truly feel free and
bask in the glorious green nature around you The
ticket which you must pay for on arrival at the
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entrance to Mount Wutai is valid for a three day
stay, which should be long enough to take in all
the nearby temples hiking the plateaus. It should
be known though that most of the time the
tickets go unchecked and you could easily over
stay your time in Mount Wutai if you simply can't
tear yourself away from its clear air, the
rnagnificent scenery, and the rich history.

It takes very litde initial knowledge of
Chinese Buddhism to be amazed by the complex
architectural style and sheer magnitude of their
temples. Entering inte each monastery is like
going on an adventure where you're not entirely
sure what kind of treasures or sights that you'll be
able to feast your eyes an. Criginally home to over
300 ternples, there are now only 53 monasteries
remaining. Among the remaining construdts is
the Nanchan Temple which remains the oldest
wooden construct inall of China which dates back
to the Tang Dynasty {Over one thousand years
ago). Another iconic sight of Mount Wutai & the
Tayuan Temple which baasts the Great White
Pagoda which is a massive limestone stupa that
dominates the landscape around it. If you have
any interestin finding yourselfwalking in halls that
have been lived in for hundreds of years, youll get

The whlte pagada atTa;guan g;nple

a compiete fill of that experience as you travel
from temple to temple.

Initialhywhen | amived after the four hour bus
Journey, | was already taken back by the glorious
sight of the expanding mountains. For to leng
had | been trapped in the grey and smoggy dty,
sothis for me was a fantastic change of paceto be
out in the beautiful Chinese country side for the
first time.

Notonly isthe air itself of good quality, but so
are the attitudes of the people. Flocking from the
further provinces, this mountain refreat is a
wonderful place to run into citizens from all over
the country who may be surprised to see a
foreigner. You can be sure to be treated with
kindness, not only from the patrons of the village
but by the other tourists who will be eager to not
only take pictures with the backdrop of beautiful
mountains, but pictures with you. Whether you're
traveling to Mount Wutal alone or with friends,
you're guaranteed to have the chance to meet up
with great individuals out there. A lengthy road
winds from the village o the temples, making it
imperative to take the bus from your hotel room
to the temples as the walk can take a great deal of
energy out of you before you even have a chance
to reach the monasteries. Therek a
bus system that can be wtilized for
all the tourists at a small price but
you ¢an ftry your hand at
hitch-hiking up the road if you feel
comfortable with trusting the
locals. | myself opted for the latter
option and was picked up by a
vehide that was ftransporting
monks to the temples. Amused by
the situation, we all had a pleasant
fime trving to communicate to
each other during the drive. The
drive seemed an ideal way 1o start
out a day of carefree adventures in
ancient monasteries.

It deesnt hurt to come
prepared with a sufficient level of
Mandarin profidency, if you intend
on picking up some of the kocal
customs and  history.  Allowing
yourself to be a fourist here i
worthwhile as you'll be able to
leam a great deal and engage In
local rinuals on a dally basis, The
maonks are more than welcome to
assist anyone who is uncerfain
about the meaning of particular
rituals and will abways be excited to
see others engaging In the rituals
with them, Some common things

Situated in a position
-where ybu're surrounded

- glorious green nature
around you.

you'll find as you ascend perilous steps are giant
masses of locks. Its common for people to buy
locks of various sizes and bring them to these
locations strewn arcund various temples 1o lock
them onto the bundle of other locks. fts not a
traditional aspect of Buddhism but it’s a sentiment
that by contributing your own lock, it attaching
your wishes to the temple. Bven if this is an entinely
incomect belief, its stil meaningful for many
people to confribute to the peculiar metal
pounds in a way that feels permanent without
causing damage to the temples. My visit at Mount
Wutai happened fo comespond with the
celebration of the , the Shui-lu Rite.
Hundreds of toursts tock to the lighting of
hundreds of candles in front of a large atter which
had been meticulously decorated with offefings
toan important bodhisativa.

Food ks plentiful here and you'll have your
pick of a diverse range of dishes. In the village you
have a number of small restaurants which serve
your standard cuisine, but the most renowned
food in Mount Wutai is the famous Shanxi
noodles. If you're feeling in the mood to binge on
noodles, you can't go wrong here since most of
the restaurants consist of noodle dishes that aren't
priced too well Searching for long enough
though will urveil some interesting local cuisine
and various meats that you otherwise woukint
find in the dity.

No matter which season you dedide to take
out time to visit the ancient temples of Mount
Wutal, youTe guaranteed to enjoy the experience,
From the snow-capped omate rooftops, the
hlossoming nature of the sumounding plant Iife,
the cool air that breezes into the valley, and the
late changing of seasons towards the end of the
year; each season grants s perks. Mount Wutal
seems o stand isolated In Its paradise, a remnant
of the past which s always ready to receive
pilgrims and tourlsts allie,
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XiGu Park
XiGU GongYuan

A bunch of Talchi players In the park

een planted ye_starday,
bringlng to mind what

life is meant to be like, is
fantastic.

re you sick of smog and all the mall

madness? Searching for the scent of fresh
flowers? Then take a trip to XiGu Park. XiGu Park
is located in the HongQiao District of Tianjin
(Tiandin H6ngQido QUEMLIHHIE). The main
entrance to the park is at the corner of Guang
Rong Dao and HongQiao Bel Dalie. Thereis also
a second gate across the street from the Tianjin
Fifth Middle School (#H hRERER).

If you are headed to XiGu Park by cab,
show the cab driver the following Chinese
characters: RETHRERAEEXFE ST
BbAEED. If you want to take the metro,
ride Tianjin Metro Line 1 to the HéngHGL
Stop, then take any of the four exits. Finally walk
North East away from the station. You will need
to follow GuangRéng Dao 3E38%E for about
5-1C minutes depending on your pace until
arrving at the XiGu Park. If the bus is your
choice, than take any of a number of buses
available to the DingZiGu YiHaolu Stop (T 3
—E#&#h), this stop is pretty much at the front
gate of XiGu Park.

With transportation out of the way, back
1o the story of why you want to go discover the
XiGu Parke Tianjin has a number of parks o
choose from. XiGu Park is one of the older and
larger Tianjin Parks. During the visit to prepare
this article, the most memorable Impression
made by XiGu Park came via the scent of fresh
flowers found within its grounds. 1t is hard 1o
remember the last time the scent of sweet
spring blossoms found its way to my door, sa it
was a wonderful surprise to find such a scent
wafting through the air of XiGu Park. With the
buzz of busy streets and honking horns fading
further away with each step into the parks
center, flowery freshness in the air, instantly a
poor mood can take a turn for the hetter. For
those tired of mall after mall filled with the
same old stores, accompanled by the smell of
fast food restaurants, why not try a walkin XiGu
Park with flowery fragrance Instead the next
time you get some time,

Flowers arert the only nature to be
enjoyed at XiGu Park. There are also a hefty
amount of trees of various varlations, The trees

DISCOVERING TIANJIN

in the park for the most part are not saplings
but rather real big cld treesl The type of trees
that beckon boys to dimb and spell doom for
kites trying to fly high. It was absolutely
wonderful to see some real nature. To see trees
that hadr't been planted yesterday, bringing to
mind what life is meant to be like, is fantastic
Away from the concrete jungle amidst the
wholesome goodness of tall trees which help
to protect and improve the environment we
seem so intent on destroying is simply
refreshing. As a small side bonus, expats
looking to expand their Chinese vocabulary,
each different tree has a sign with the type of
tree written on it in Chinese,

Besides the flowers and trees, there are
trails t0 be travelled h XiGu Park. Many a
winding trail awarts you and your loved one to
stroll. As you walk along you will likely see some
fellow love birds, as an the day of our visit, four
different couples were seen at various stops
throughout the XiGu Park taking wedding
photos. The paths will also take you to a
number of open spaces filled with people
enjoying their pastime of choice. Be Tt playing
Chinese chess, rmoller blading, playing
badminton, flying kites, shooting haops, or
exercising, such activities will Tkely be seen
during a visit to XiGu Park, In addition to some
frea space to move around in, you will also find
outdoor badminton, basketball, ping pong,
and volleyball courts, Best of all they are freel
The park opens daily from §am to 10 pm, sp as
the weather and light permits, feel free to
come and get your game on In XiGu Park,

Cutside of the natural side of XIGu Park
you also have the historic and cultural side.

Agrandma takes her granddaughter out for some. ;unﬂj ne:

Inside the park is the Gong Wang and Liang Qi
Memorial (REFRELHE). As with other
memarials or cultural centers through Tianjin
and China, the Gong Wang and Liang Qi
Memorial is closed on Mondays. The other days
it is open from 9am to 1130 am, closed during
lunch, and open again from 1:30 pm to 430
pm. However, you must enter the memarial
before 4:20 pm.

Upcn entering the Gong Wang and Liang
Qi Memarial you will learn about the lives of
two longtime residents of Tianjins HongQiac
District. Gong Wang is a famous Chinese
Calligraphist. His calligraphy is available for
viewing at the memoral. Liang Qi is a
renowned Chinese artist. A collection of his
artwark is also on display at the center. So as

you stroll through the XiGu Park save some
time to see the various pieces of art inside.

Next on your list of spots 1o take a peek at
is the BaoRongZhai Store (EESEHEERSE).
This is a Bejjing based company focused an
promoting Chinese culture. Inside the Tianjin
branch of BaoRongZhai you wil find vet
another collection of artistic works, including
Chinese calligraphy, Chinese paintings, and
even Chinese fans. The artwork here is available
for sale. In addition the store has a selection of
quality art related materials for the artist, such
as a supply of high end Chinese calligraphy
brushes, inks, ink stones, and paper. For those
interested in learning more about handmade
Chinese fans, do stop by the BaoRongZhai
Store. As they are the exclusive vendor of
famous Chinese fan makers Cao Xiao D7 (W/]y
#hand Zheng Gao (FH).

Be it for a breath of fresh air filled with
fragrant flowers or a picture perfect moment
with your companion of choice plan a tripto the
Tianjin XiGu Park. As you saunter along, catch a
bit of Chinese culture as you visit the Gong
Wang and Liang Qi Memeorial along with the
BaoRongZhai Store. Don't forget to bring your
game either, as the various outdoor sports
courts inside the park are waiting for the athlete
in all of us. For those young in years oryoung in
heart bring your kite and let 1t sail in the sky
above the many open areas throughout the
park Roller bladers are also welcome and many
can be found practicing their skills here. For the
dancers out there, as the early evening anives so
does the music and the groups of friends
looking to get their grove on. There is plenty to
do and see at the Tianjin XiGu Park.

Walk In the park for motre mc}@’n
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Service to Southeast Asian destinations
strengthened for summer season

Korean Air has strengthened its service to major Southeast Asian
destinations for the surnmer season, which started on March 30.

Hight service on the Incheon- Hanoi route has been boosted from seven
times a week to 11 times beginning on March 31. The new flight KE479
departs Incheon at 830 a.m. and arrives in Hanoi at 11:10 am. on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. On Mondays, it leaves Incheon at 915 am. and
arrives in Hanol at 11:55 am. the same day. Flight KE679 leaves Incheon at
6:45 pm. every day and arrives in Hanoi at 9:30 p.m.

The Incheon-Jakarta route is also served 10 times a week beginning on April
2, three more from the past The new flight KE 625 leaves Incheon at 7:25
pm. and amrives in Jakarta at 12:35 am. the next day. Flight KE627 will
continue to serve the Incheon-Jakarta route every day, departing Incheon at
320 pm. and amriving in Jakarta at 8:10 pm.

Korean Air will also drastically increase flights from Busan to Southeast Asian
destinations during the summer holiday season. The Busan-Siem Reap route

will be served four times a week (Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays)
from July 28 to Aug 22 from the current two weekly flights.

The Busan-5ebu route will be also served four times a week (Wednesday,
Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays) from July 27 to Aug 24, two more than
the cument service. Korean Air has added two more flights on the
Busan-Guam route since March 30, operating on the route four times a week
(Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays).

Spring News from Korean Air

Cabin crew of Korean Air present plant growing kits to children in front of
the aifling's office in Seosomun, downtown Seoul, on April 2. The
company offered similar plant growing kits to its customers at check-in
countersin 12 local airports, including Gimpo, Busan and Jejy, to celebrate
Arbor Day on April 5. Korean Air has presented customers with such kits
over the past 17 years since 1998 to share the joy of spring and the
meaning of Arbor Day.

Korean Air introduces the A380 on Paris route

Korean Air has announced the start of of an A380 service between Incheon
International Airport and Charles de Gaulle Airport in Paris.

From March 30, 2014, Korean Air's A380, which is configured with 407 seats,
replaced the 291-seat B777-300 formerly used on the route, thereby
increasing the total capacity on the route by 40 percent

Hight KESO1 departs from Seoul/Incheon at 1:05 pm. daily and arrives at
Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport at 6:20 pm. the same day. The return flight,
KE902, leaves Paris daily at 9 pm. and arrives in Seoul/Incheon at 2:50 pm.
the following day.

Korean Air's three-class layout of 407 seats is the lowest configuration of any
A380 operator so far, The airline's double-decker A380s feature cutting-edge
amenities, with 12 ultra-luxurious First Class Kosmo Suites, 301 Economy
(lass seats on the main lower deck, and 94 fully lie-flat Prestige Sleeper seats
in Prestige Class (business class) on the upper deck.

In addition, the aircraft has unigue inflight facilities, such as the world’s first
“Duty Free Showcase” and a new onboard bar and lounge area, offering a
brand new and highly enjoyable inflight experience,

Currently, Korean Air operates eight A380 aircraft with two more joining the
fleet by the end of this year.

PROMOTION

Korean Air unveils new lounge at Los Angeles Airport

Korean Air, the largest Asian aidine serving the
United States, has unveiled its new lounge for
Prestige and First Class passengers and 20 Sky Team
custorners at Los Angeles Airport (LAX), one of the
biggest gateways to the west coast of America.

Located on the fifth floor of the Tom Bradley
International Terminal at Los Angeles Airport, the
new lounge was designed by Gensler, a global
integrated architecture and design firm responsible
for many innovative design projects for airport facilities around the world,

Korean Air is committed to providing service excellence both in flight and
on the ground. The new 305-seat, 1,320-square-meter lounge is 68 percent
larger and can accommodate 135 more passengers. Furthermore, the
lounge offers exclusive services, including four private lounge rooms and
shower booths, a lounge balcony offering panoramic views of the entire
terminal, and a luggage depository area.

In addition, as a flagship camier of South Korea,
Korean Air has placed a drawing of Changdeok
Palacs, a UNESCO World Heritage site, on the wall
at the lounge entrance, giving passengers from all
around the world a glimpse at the beauty of
traditional Korean palace architecture.

Korean Air currently operates an A380 to Los
Angeles twice a day. With its new premium
lounge, the airline aims to offer the best service

to customers.

The carrier will be adding a secand A380 flight to New York in May,
making it the only airline serving both U.5. coasts with double daily
A380 flights from Asia.

Earlier this year, Korean Air also announced a daily service to Houston
starting in May.

Double daily A380 flight service to New York

begins in May

Korean Airwill operate an A380 from Incheon/Seoul to New York twice a day
beginning on May 25.

At present, one of the two dally services to New York, flight KEC81 that
departs Incheon at 10:05 am, is served by an A380. But a B777 jetliner is
operating on flight KEOB5 that leaves Incheon at 7:30 p.m. The B777 will be
replaced by an A380.

New York will be the second American city served by an A380 of Korean Air
twice a day, following Los Angeles,

Configured in a threeclass layout with just 407 seats in total, the lowest
configuration of any A380 operator so far, Korean Air's doubledecker A380
features the latest amenities, with 12 ultra-luxuricus First Class Kosrmo Suftes.
The upper deck, reserved for the exclusive use of Prestige Class passengers,

has 54 fully lie-flat sleeper seats. The 201 “New Econorny“seats of Konean Air's
A380s were also ergonomically designed for the comfort of passengers. The
space between seats is the widest among all A380s currently in service in
the world.

The uttra-uxuricus and unique inflight facilities on the A380, such as the
world’s first “Duty Free Showcase” and *Celestial Bar” for First and Prestige
Class passengers, also offer a new and highly enjoyable in-flight experience.

Korean Air will add two more A380s to its fleet by the end of this year.

Meanwhile, the Korean national flag carrier will launch a daily nonstop
service to Houston on May 2. Korean Air will continue to expand its network
and develop new markets to secure competency as a global airline

company.

Korean Air to build Bobsleds for Korean Team

Korean Air will soon manufacture sleds for the Korean national bobsleigh team in
cooperation with experts from local universities and USC of the US. Cho Yang-ho,
chaimman and CEQ of Hanjin Group and Korean Air, has recently ordered the
preduction when he heard that the Korean team members use Dutch-made sleds.
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Holiday Inn Tianjin Binhai 2014 Wedding Show

A grand wedding show named *Upon a Life Time" was held Holiday
Inn Tianjin Binhai on March 29th. Since it was the first event of this kind ever
happened in the hotel, many preferable conditions and discounts, which
attracted many to-be couples to sign the contract. The total deposit for
wedding dinner reached over 300,000mb.

The hotel co-organized
the event with many relative
businesses, such as wedding
planning companies,
wedding host companies,
weddding dress leasing, bed
products and real estate
developers, providing a
one-stop service for new
couples. The guests were
very satisfied with the event,
especially in the lucky draw
part with prizes worth over
200,000RMB and a winning
rate about 50%.

Spring Outing at the Great Wall—Somerset
International Building Tianjin & Somerset Youyi Tianjin

It is the great season for an outing. The wind is soft, the sunny day and
the flowers are blooming everywhere. So Somerset International Bullding &
Somerset Youy Tlanjin made a quick dedision to take our residents cut to
enjoy the spring breeze, There’s an old saying in China, *the one who hasi't
bsen to the Great Wall is not a true herg? Hence the Great Wall becomes a
must go spot for all expatriates. And we are going to become the true
heroes. Around 80 residents Joined the trip with us to conguer it Some of us
even reached the top of the mountain. Our management team
thoughtfully prepared sperts drinks, energy bar, sushi and bread along the
way. Such care was highly welcomed and complimented by all guests. They
say, the good service is from the heart.
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Famous Actrass Ms. Qin Lan Interviewed at Holiday Inn

Tianjin Aqua City

On April 5 2014, Chinese
actress Ms. Qin Lan attended an
event In Hollday Inn Tlanjin Aqua
City. She was greeted by the hotel
General Manager, Mr. Kelvin Mah
upch arival.

Ms.Gin is known for heractin
Princess Pearl Season 3 and Dream
Link In 2011, she was named the
ambassador of Holiday Inn Greater
China. When she was asked why
she likes Holiday Inn, she quoted,
“Holiday Inn always provide me
with a home away from home
feeling”

Tangla Hotel Tianjin Awarded Best Wedding Hotel by
LifeStyle Magazine

Tianjin, China- 24 March 2014 Tangla Hotel Tianjin in the 4th Annual
China Hotel Awards event won the award of "The Best Wedding Hotel” This
is the full affirmation of the hotel wedding venue and wedding services,
and strengthens the hotel in the wedding industry reputation.

The LifeStyle China Hotel Awards Ceremony rewards Hotels, Resorts
and other Hospitality partners that have brought an ouistanding
contribution to China's Hospitality Industry over the last year,

LOCALEVENTS

‘Announcement- Mr. Jose Garcia, Director of Beverage

We are so exdted to welcome Mr. Jose Garda join in Renaissance Tianjin
Lakeview Hotel & The Lakeview, Tianjin — Marriott Executive Apartments as
Director of Beverage, effective from Mar31, 2014,

Jose come in China since July 2010, and worked at Food & Beverage
department in Marriott and Sarwood properties successively. The abundant
knowledge in beverage and the fresh and active thought made his
capability been shown at the beverage management and sales.

Let’s welcome Mr. Jose Garcia to our team, and wish him every success
In his new assignment at Marriott,

Godlva V,1.P. Deluxe Gift Tin 12pcs

To celebrate the legend of Lady Godive, Godiva launched a Deluwee Gift
Tin, exclusively for GODIVA VIPs in April 2074, Packaged with a vivid warm
colour of painted collectible tin box, the gift tin is featured with the famous
Lady Godiva riding her white harse and surrcunded by herds of wild horses,
Indudes 12 divine selections of delectable creations by the renowned
Belgian Chocolatler, with the flavors of caramels, ganaches and pralines,
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‘and unite its guests for "An

Wanda Vista Tianjin - Earth Hour 2014

Wanda Vism Tanjin
mobilized all the hotel staff

Earth Hour for Blue Sky"
Event 2014 on March 29, in
response to  calls  for
environmental

conservation. The Blue Sky
Project, a dimate change

-;, B

‘awareness-bullding activity o

organized around the globe by the World Wild Fund for Nature (WWF).

From 7:30pm to B30pm on March 29, Wanda Vista Tianjin turned off or
dim exterior and non-assential interior lighting. The hotel team encourages
guests to Join them in a variety of energy-saving practices, including tuming
up the air conditioner one degree highey, abstaining fram traveling by cr
and more.

The hotel also organized a complimentary green theme cockil at
Lobby Lounge to encourage the guests for a healthy lifestyle. During the
green theme cocktall, the hotel’s Lobby Lounge offered “green® menus
designed around responsibly sourced organic ingredients served fresh or
minimally cooked, And the hotels live band “Soul Trig" performed a special
low-carbon music concert and irvited the guests to enjoy the unplugged
performance in candlelight.

"We will continue with all the environmental conservation activities to
promote and support environmental protection. Welcome to join us!” said
M. Maged Louis, the General Manager of Wanda Vista Tianjin.

Qing Wang Fu Is now officially the only
Tianjin member of the Small Lipwry Hotels
of the World(SLH).

The SLH dlub coffers an unrivalled
selection of some of the world's finest small
independent hotels. It is comprised of over
520 hotels from more than 70 countries. The
diversity of the individual hotels and the
varied experiences they offer the traveler is
exeptional. The spirit of SLH is to offer
customized senvices and unforgetable
experiences.




Chinese Legal Consultant Team for Foreign Investors
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Our customized services in Establishment of WOFE:
We can help you to establish a “Special” WOFE as follows:

I. Only 20,000---40,000 US dollar needed for registered capital

Il. Virtual registered address (favorable rent)

lil. Keeping account, tax returns and annual inspection

Our customized services in Intellectual Property matters:

I. Trademark Search :

1. We offer trademark searches of the name(s) you desire to register, having regard to the
products/services you wish to offer.

2. We also advise our clients on how to avoid infringement and proceed for registration in case
similar/identical trademarks do appear on the Trademark Registry.

ll. Trademark Filing & Registration :

1. Filing trademark application, preparing responses to office actions, filing opposition, responding to an
opposition, attending opposition hearings.

2. We provide cost effective and efficient online trademark registration services.

3. We collaborate with our international partners to help our clients register their mark internationally.

lll. Trademark Renewal :

1. Our trademark renewal service includes preparation of a renewal instruction letter, which undergoes our
quality review process.

IV. Trademark Watch :

1. We perform not only word-search, but also searches of phonetically and visually similar trademarks.
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REX SERVICE®

100% Effort Professional Relocation Service

SRR , TATSE AL

Special discount of international removals for teachers

B Call for a quote to get a free restaurant coupon valued at 200 RMB.
There is no obligation to act on REX's quote to receive this.

B 10% discount for shipments to Australia, New Zealand, USA and
Canada. 15% discount for shipments to Melbourne.

B Foreign teachers from interntional schools all qualify for discounts on

insurance.
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Our Services:

International, Domestic and Local Moving (door to door service)
EER, BR. TASRER (N2ES )

Office Moves

VLY b

Document Storage and Warehouse Provides

X efE/mYEk

Customs House and International Insurance Brokers
HHO®X/RERE

Liaison office: Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Tianjin, Qingdao, Dalian, Wuhan

#ER, £&. M, X, BB, K&, RNEERSYA

Add: XEHAFK XGRS0 SEEAEIS1%2201. 300202

Rm.2201, Tower 1, Heung Hua B/D, No 501He Xi District, Tianjin, China 300202
Email: service@rexrelo.com salesl@rexmovers.com www.rexrelo.com
A Class Licence:1200000217

M:18522057388 Mr. Jerry Zhang Hotline:400-882-1060
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New Tianjin Traffic

Restrictions

By David Wong

I t all started with the December 15

announcement by the Tianjin govemment
that new restrictions regarding issuance of future
license plates would come into affect by
midnight. This started a panicbuying trend for
new cars. In addition to this announcement was
new driving restrictions would come into effect
on March 1, 2014 that would restrict the daily
weekday volume by 20% according to car license
numbers.

Since it was determined that 169% of the 2.5
particle pollution measurement is the result of
emissions from cars, this was considered a quick
fix to reduce the pollution and also help alleviate
the traffic congestion.

The Tianjin traffic restrictions are modeled

after the rules established in Beijing. This makes
sense since the two cities are so close, less than
100 kilomneters between the two. The number of
vehicles registered in Beijing is about 6 million
and Tianjin has about half this number at about 3
million.

The system is actually quite simple, last digit
of the license number determines when the
vehicle is prohibited from driving within the city
core from 7am to 7pm. In Tianjin, it is within the
Wal Huan and in Beljing, the restriction is
within the 5th Ring Road .The ten digits
from 0-9 are grouped in pairs: 1 and 6, 2 and 7, 3
and 8,4and 9,0and 5.

As of March 1, 2014 the first group of
numbers 1 and §is not allowed in the city centers

Remember the last digit of your license plate

Some people had
complamed that ifﬂiey

d ng very Mondayer

Fr[da_  this wouid affect

excursions oh the

on Mondays. The second set 2 and 7 not allowed
onTuesdays and so on.

This order will rotate in order to make it fair
for everyone, Some people had complained that
if they were restricted on driving every Monday
or Friday, this would affect their planning for
excursions on the weekend. Some people plan
to drive from waork or picking up their children
from schools on Fridays to get an early start on
the weekend, but with the restriction, they
would have to wait till after 7pm. The next
rotation Is scheduled for April 14, 2014 then July
14,2014.

In Bejjing, you can call 114 (Operator
Information) and ask, "“Which license number is
restricted today?” Jin tian xian ji hao 2
| tried this in Tianjin but no luck, you can call one
of the international hotels; the Astor Hotel has
this information.

The other restriction, is out-ofcity plates
(no matter what specific daily restriction) are not
allowed to drive in the inner city boundaries
during the weekday peak traffic times. These are
set as 7am to %am in the mornings and 4pm to
7pm in the evenings.

Some peaple avoid this situation by buying
a second car, but even if you can afford this, you
still need a license plate, which is now allocated
by a lottery system. At last count there are over all
a million applications and they only draw 15,000
new applications per month in Beijing. You can
do the math; the chances are not good,

Cthers try to avoid the fines, which are
100rmb for each violation, by using only the side
roads, but the placement of video cameras now
cover almost every intersection. In the early days,
drivers paid the 100rmb but fines are now
applied every hour for each viclation, so it can be
very expensive.

The other methed | have seen is drivers will
cover part of their plate with a cd, if caught, they
are fined 12 points and fines, with their license
suspended for 12 months, Not a good idea.,

INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE

II} IHIH

"I'l

Somerset Youyi Tianjin
No 35 Youyi Road, Hexi District
(86-22) 2810 7888

Somerset Olympic Tower Tianjin

No 126 Chengdu Road, Heping District
(86-22) 2335 5888

Somerset International Building Tianjin
No 75 Nanjing Road, Heping District
(86-22) 2330 6666

Ascott China has 3 serviced residences in Tianjin. Our 543 studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom

units are al] fully-furnished and fully-equipped, with a wide array of recreational facilities. __

Whether you are in Tianjin on long-term relocation, business travel or vacation, Somerset serviced !

residences are your home away from home. Because life is about living. SO ME RSET
SERVICED RESIDENCE

Z

Enjoy Ascott’s Best Rate Guarantee | www.ascotichina.com | 400 820 1028 (China toll-free)

Somerset Serviced Residence is managed by The Ascott Limited, a member of Capitaland, It is the largest international serviced residence owner-operator with
more than 200 properties in over 80 cities across Asia Pacific, Europe and the Gulf region. It operates three award-winning brands Ascost, Cifadines and Somerset.




Our global network
is all about you
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