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INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of TIANJIN

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

1ze that a healthy individual is ape balance in avery area of
© theur 1&}: Dur teachers understand that students need o, devdup intellectually, emotionally,

inﬂ!l.m.lnd pﬂw&amﬂy That's why our program |5 :Ie-segrrﬂi to encompass all aréas and
ensune mrdrm have every apportunity to dewvelop as hnaﬂﬁr mature individuals
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Call for your personalized tour today, and come see for yourself how we.are ﬂln'tl.rrlng life ¥ _ - 1 g
long I"ed!a_Hh!,r rpdinHcliezls. = - . = - - 3
< IST offers your children a welcoming, inclusive intemational school experience,

where skilled and committed teachers deliver an outstanding IB education
in an environment of quality leaming resources and world-class fadilities.

IST fs. . Fully aceredited by the Councibaf international Schools (C15)
Tianfin Intemational School 15T 45, tully authorized as an International Baccalaureate World School (18]
Mo 4-1 Sishul Road, Hexi District, Tianjin 300222, China I5T is._ fully accredited by thie Western Association of Schoals and Colleges [WASC|
tlﬂn"ﬂ AN ER AT . M 300222 AT a Tull member of the lollowing China-and Asia wade international schoal associations

international Phone; +86 (22) 8371 0900 x 311 ; ACANIS, 15AC, 15C0T and EARCOS
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OuUR ACTIVITIES ARE: ACTIVITIES OFFERED:
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Carloure and C.-:-nkuf'.g

Varked from cultural to physieat, wrellectual to arristic Ballet, Tap. jazz, Hip Hep

Led by inpermanonal champrons, industry professionals Swimming

and Wvellington stal

East and YWest Painting Languape Thissis

Designed for the indwvidual snd family GO (VW Chi)

Tahle Testi |.PIII£'_ FLJII:g::I

A commuEnity. experisnce AMD MORE

TEl 1S A F-:'.ll.'.':J'm Il

ACTIVITIES OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY | 3TH SEPTEMBER, |10AM TO |IPM

PROGRAMME DATES: SATURDAYS, 20TH SEPTEMBER TO 6TH DECEMBER

COME VISIT US AND SHARE IN OUR COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTALCT:

Lo Canarocon. |87 X238 630 [ Englih) Ernrra Sk OFXF-ATEE 7198 put BOO1 (Chinesa'
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www.wellington-tianjin.cn

INTERNATIONAL SUHOOL

W Ve

Fenla Endermabivnal Schood & proud fo hold dual acereditation
by ehe Western Associasion of Schoods and Colleges (WASC)
wnd Hhe Coundhl ol lintenmidamal Schools (075

<o CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN TEDA »€Ze
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Teda International School
No.72, Third Ave, Teda.
Tianjin.China 300457
W, ledais.org

86-22-6622-6198
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The newly buill Anva Tianjin Binhal Serviced Apartiment
consigts of 130 spacious and comforiable apartments with
beautiful river views. To meet the different needs of our
Residents, the apartments range from one-bedroom Lo
Ihrea-bedrooms, designed in a contemporary, luxunous
siyle. Each apartment comas with a fully equippad kilchen,
spacious living room and bedroom, separate dining room
and storage room. ArivaTianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
offers a vanety of accommodation choices for both shor
and extended stays.
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HESP AL Kasi

Arwva Tianjin Binhai Senviced Apartment has a complete
range of amenifies, including the gym, meeling rooms,
reading room, café, restaurants, business cenlre, lobby
lounge, convenience shopping store, as well as children's
playroom. Evarything you nead s within indoors—life, work,
and enterainment. All the apariments come wilh secunty
card access system and 24-hour security measures o en-
sure safety and privacy of gueslts .
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The 12th

Anniversary

A Feng Hongkong Restaurant

o Birthday Lobster Dinner Set M r Ten People
; R 8 per table
® Family Dinner Set Menu for Ten People
RMB688 per table
e South African Abalone Set Menu for Four People
RMB328 per table
®Red Wine and Steak Set Menu RMBG68 per person

ORFEELAND
MESTAUSANT

Greenland Restaurant
RMB 79 for RMB 100 Cash Coupons

. . W WA Y TGI FRIDAYS
EFRIDA?S @ Value Set Menu for 2 People RMB99

h - w _
® Special Set Menu for 3-4 People RMB299
e RMB85 for RMB100 Cash Coupons

® Buy One Friday Burger to Get One Fre
® All You Can Drink RMB98 ¥
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I Tel: 23003168 23003188
; Add: 2F, Teda International Club Tianjin
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barijin Bathin Sorvicoc] Apsrimenl Tel: 58695555-8456 f {$ % % ’%. ﬁﬁ
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Add: 1F, Teda International Club Tianjin

TIANJIN

TEDA INTERNATIONAL CLUB TIANJIN
*x *x K Kk Kk

Add: 7-2, Fu Kang lu, Nankai District, Tianjin

www.alsyarivacom

Tel: 022-5869 5555 http: www.tedatjclub.com
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VIP HOTLINE:

+86.22 6012, 0909/8000 +86.151.2295, 1800
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New Tianjin Location Starting November 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Address:No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District
(7] G X A P #6225 )
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

Support
Encouragement ".'| :
People who share our 4 .r{
goals and beliefs 4

All of these things help us ‘ '
to discover how we fit into =
the place that God has

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
*Phone: 88297772

« Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com

« TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.
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put us.
Join our fellowship
Sundays at 8:30 AM or
10:00 AM in Tianjin or at

10:00AM in TEDA as we
discover God and His
great plan,together
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L etter from the Editor

tudents are back in school and summer vacations are over for another year

until the Spring Festival break. Temperatures have started to come down

since the official Chinese date for the end of summer called LiQiuszfk
which occurred this year on August 9. However there is still time to enjoy a splash at
the waterpark as described in this month'’s travel article.

The Mid Autumn Festival is on the 15th day of the 8th month of the Chinese
lunar calendar, which is September 8th this year. Make sure you go out in the evening
during this date to view the moon, which will be the largest of the year. Think of it as
a Chinese Thanksgiving and celebrate with a moon cake, which is described in detail
in this month's section: “Eating like a Tianjiner”

This month's feature article is about food safety in China and how the expats feel
about this issue in Tianjin. The recent media stories of international fast food chains
using expired meat products have made this a hot news item. Food is important to
the Chinese culture and how does this affect attitudes and dining habits?

A large number of entrepreneurs, experts and government heads have been
drawn from across the world to Tianjin as we host the World Economic Forum's 6th
Annual Meeting of New Champions that runs from September 11-13. This is a very
important annual event that is hosted by China and is alternately held in Tianjin and
Dalian.

To keep in touch with Tianjin happenings on a regular basis, subscribe to the Jin
Newsletter. Just scan the QR code or send an email to editor@jinmagazine.com.cn

You will receive weekly updates of events and special promotions. Did you
know that there is a special 2 for 1 beer promotion and there is plenty of other useful
information, try it.

BRER, FEMNNIFET, AMUE, RIEHLR, TIUSR, ER2HH
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=, BRHERRZ VR, EXTBFEREREE—ERITHERRRER, FEEL,
BRBESES? BENCERNOBEKS, BEAREAE—EH.

Monica Wang

Got a passion for Tianjin?

\

Are you a veteran expat with tips and
tricks of the trade?

In tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine is looking for freelance writers to contribute articles to the magazine in all areas.
If you are interested, please get in touch with editorial@jinmagazine.com.cn

Want to share your China experience?
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Drawing from experience we have created unique wedding packages designed to give you the best
possibile experience on your day, Whatever yvour dream, our professional wedding planning team would
love to attend Lo every detail, from personalized menus and elegant decorations to 8nsuring your Quesis
are periectly catered for I Bvery way

Binhai Ballroom Above RMB3388/table

Holiday Inn Ballroom RMB188&" /table

Binhai Chinese Restaurant Above RMB2199%/table
1st Avenue Café RMB198%/person

#

o Fescrvanians and emguirees, picase call, 6628 TIRA WEH rrf:':_flr-:'?
o FINA KT | 3E £67E 338 Haliday inn



Jin Magazine Honorary Advisory Committee

(SEHXE) REFRERRERS

Bjoern Lindemann

Regional Manager Tianjin and North
China, German Chamber of Commerce
in China - North China

PEEEHRIL K EEE

Christoph Kaiser
General Manager from Turck
(Tianjin) Technology Co., Ltd

BIRSE (K& ) fhR&eEHP

1

Christoph Schrempp
Local chair of European Chamber,
Tianjin Chapter

PERBEHSRESSER
Debbie Cook V
Director of Admissions and
Marketing Wellington College &

International Tianjin

Gabriele Castaldi
Vice president of The European
Chamber of Commerce in China,

Tianjin Chapter

PERBEREREHEETRE
Hank Martin

owner from Hank's

Sports Bar & Grill
Hank’ s &7 R4

Joseph Azmeh

Headmaster from TEDA

International School

R 2 RIA E R

Michael Hart

Executive Committee Member
from American Chanber
of Commerce in China, Tianjin

LERLRENENTERLHA

Martin Winchell
Chairman, The American Chamber
of Commerce China, Tianjin Chapter

SEEDHERENEEK
Murray Fowler

Master,Wellington College
International Tianjin

KEER

]

E| R AR
Michael Yeung

Honorary Chairman from Hong

Kong Chamber of Commerce

in China, Tianjin

Todd Mischke

Territory Developer for
SUBWAY Tianjin

BEGR 2R SRR

The names of the honorary advisors are listed according to the alphabetical order of the
first name initial.
W ESREB LG ZENFRIAFHS, #IRSER.

Raul Harri
Headmaster from Tianjin
International School

R EIFERR K

TIANJIN NEWS
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Taiwan Cooperative Bank opens first
branch in Tianjin

SEEIFEFRITIEREDNEW

BHil, Z8ZHERSEIMESNFYRT—8TEESERTERE
HmHEST, HERE N, BNE, RESTEETEESERTHIERENE
. HMAT. AMNEFXTZEEREXIR I NEIND I, EE
BEREIZTART, FEURRLUMEGHMBSHRENE, SBEEE
SEMEWNS, FREHRSHREMESESE VS, B, X2ERHIAER
I BRMW2230%, BHREL/IM143.712% T

Taiwan Cooperative Bank, the banking arm of Taiwan
Cooperative Financial Holding Co., gained its first foothold in northern
Chinese mainland by opening a branch in Tianjin recently. The bank
said the Tianjin branch will target the large number of Taiwanese
investors with facilities located in the Bohai Economic Rim that
surrounds Tianjin and Beijing. Before moving into Tianjin, the bank set
up a branch in Suzhou in December 2010 and established a
sub-branch in the Chinese city's Gaoxin District in October 2013. With
a task force already in place to establish the Fuzhou branch, the bank
is gearing up to complete preparations to start up services in the
southeastern Chinese city in six months. Taiwan Cooperative Bank
said that around 3,000 Taiwanese investors currently operate in
Fuzhou in a wide range of businesses, including in the electronics,
optoelectronics and food sectors. Once its branch in Fuzhou opens,
the bank will have a broad network that links outlets in northern,
eastern and southern areas of mainland to provide better services to
Taiwanese investors there, it said. That network and Taiwan
Cooperative Bank's existing branch in Hong Kong will help boost the
bank's visibility in the Greater China region, it said.

Baidu establishes internet developer
start-up center In Tianjin

W X EBEFAE 6 WPILE LI

RRBEALRFCLHOEFIFXEERL b, ZROBME, TR
ARETREEKN G FBR ST AR RRS, ERR5IETiHFEW AL,
FERITE U RENS, H—PMERZAMAEERS. BRHETLEBH KN
BR&5HE,

Chinese search engine company Baidu announced in Tianjin
that the company's developer start-up center in the city has been
formally established. This is Baidu's newest regional start-up center
following those already operational in Chengdu and Xiamen. This
new Tianjin Baidu developer start-up center is located in Honggiao
district. With an office area of over 3,000 square meters, it can
accommodate more than 20 start-up teams. At the same time, the
team recruitment will focus on 020 and hardware development
sectors. The Tianjin developer start-up center can provide various
resources and services, covering free office area, Baidu cloud
platform resources, technical instruction, business audits, finance
services, and legal services. In addition, developers will gain technical
support from Baidu's Beijing headquarters, which will offer
one-on-one guidance to the start-up teams. The vice president of
Baidu said that Baidu will provide multi-level services and support to
teams located in the developer start-up center.

TIANJIN NEWS

Tianjin property brokers under probe following
service fee hikes

B X2t P s SRR S5 5%

REXEETLFRSESYE, BHOEFPNEHEE LARSH. MBAFE, KEERFNL
AR _FEXIREENEZEFRN2% LIBAE3%, RN, —FEHHIENAEEME, BEMK
ET8. BN, —FREAZEBEHMARRIN., PIERKENRRENSEFIEERR, 7TAREFRETHG
MY B H92.36 FF XK, KL TFE16.54%, BE7B31H, TR REETEERL2174.19F5F 7
*, EGEENAEERETS,

Real estate brokers in North China's Tianjin Municipality have raised service charges after
regulators relaxed controls on pricing of their services, but the fee hike might be in violation of
the anti-monopoly law. Following a recent price hike in real estate brokerage fees, the Tianjin
Development and Reform Commission has initiated an anti-monopoly probe against the
property brokers. Starting from August 1, the brokerage fee for secondhand home
transactions in Tianjin has been raised to 3 percent of the total transaction value from the
previous 2 percent. "Buyers and sellers used to pay 1 percent each of the transaction value [of
a secondhand home], but now the buyer has to pay 2 percent and the seller has to pay 1
percent, respectively, Pan Kaifang, a Tianjin-based broker with Homelink Property told the
reporter. Miao Weigiang, a Tianjin-based real estate broker at Centaline Property, also
confirmed the fee hike. A customer service representative of 5i5j, another major property
service provider told that its Tianjin branch has taken the same decision as its peers, but the
service charge for Beijing so far remains unchanged at around 2 to 2.2 percent of the total
transaction value. The Tianjin Development and Reform Commission was not available for
comment on this investigation. "The property brokers will face anti-monopoly charges if
evidence shows that they had colluded to reach an agreement and manipulated the fees," a
law professor at the Beijing-based University of International Business Economics told on
condition of anony-mity as the case is still under investigation. Given a gloomier market, it is
more likely for service providers to reach a consensus on a higher service charge for mutual
-benefit, he said. China's once red-hot property market has lost some steam since early this
year, weighing heavily on the performance of the real estate brokers. The brokers' decision to
revise charges came after a decision by the National Development and Reform Commission
to free price setting from government control since July 1.

Supercomputer in Tianjin serves 'smart city'
construction

Hl XT—S “wf&" BREREM

FEXIFEESTFACRBRITEN, “XT—S" BT RAGRREETS EERSTEMEXE
EBTXE "BREET BiR. BNRZENESTEARET SBENRNE SRR SHNBHIM
MY, ‘it 2RI ERNERETFN.

The assembly of China's next mega metropolis may leave architects and civil engineers
feeling left out. Developers with China's Tianhe-1A, one of the world's fastest supercomputers,
are tapping into the binary brain's higher functions, moving it beyond animation and Internet
financing to help in the construction of new "smart cities" The Tianhe-1A can digitize the
planning, designing, construction and property management of buildings in a city, said Meng
Xiangfei, head of the applications department of the National Supercomputer Center in Tianjin.
The costs and building materials, down to which types of cement and steel are needed, can be
figured out through the computer's virtual designing software prior to the completion of a
building, he said. "For example, big data-based modeling of a subway project can reduce
construction costs by 10 to 20 percent,' said Meng, adding the big data platform has been used
in underground construction projects. With a sustained computing speed of 2,507 trillion
calculations per second, in the future Tianhe-1A will have more use in urban planning,
meteorological forecast, bio-medical and equipment production, said Meng. Tianhe-1A has
had more than 600 users and is carrying out more than 1,000 computing tasks per day.
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WHAT'S ON

09/03-05

Tianjin Grand Theatre

2014 China(Tianjin) International Machinery
Components and Parts Exhibition
2014 R ZE R EMGREMUHRES

Tianjin BICEC, China
XiZRBERSERD

Peking Opera: Eight Hammers
SR (J\KE)

il REFER

14:00

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
KEXEPE AEXFETEHO

09/12

Vocalise--Double Bass Solo
Concert by Cai Yan
GEH--SERREFRBMEEFFRS
EH: EB BN BhER Sk
20:00

Western Shore Art Salon,

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZARE AEXRAHEILEIS

09/26

Hayao Miyazaki Cartoon
Works Concert
RzZHE—-ERRHEETERE
Rl: ARNEAZENREA-OFAS
20:00

Western Shore Art Salon,

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZAE AERAEILEIS

09/13

Jazz Music
EEER-BLRES
Tl HERBREL5RE
20:00

Western Shore Art Salon,

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZARE AEXAHEILEIS

09/28

Piano Solo Concert
by Sheng Yuan
BENEMEE RS
wE: BE

19:30

No.88, Jianshe Road, Heping
Tel: 23320068
FEXEIZEEE8S

Western Shore Museum Tianjin Concert Hall

09/03

Concert by Tolzer Knabenchor
RARREESBHASERS

E: BERERREFGER

19:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
REKREIPBE AAERXFLEL L

09/05,06

Poetry Recitation

HEEREZRE RHES

W TEE R, B FEB. k

KRR, MEFR, RE. B L. BEER oy e o

b, ’
19:30 by "t e
_ b o ;
; g 7

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
REKREIBE AAERXELE AL

09/06

Piano Solo Recital by Dong
Zhenhua

A — - TR S F NS RERE
MEBMETRS

. EFRE

20:00

Western Shore Art Salon,

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505

AEEZAE TAXKEILHEIS

09/13,14 09/20

Opera: Bluebeard'’s Castle Gu Qin Concert

HE (EATFABHHE) FEHE+TXRZHERS
EH: REFRERFELZNRE W FeE

19:30 19:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi No.88, Jianshe Road, Heping
Tel: 83882000 Tel: 23320068
KEXEPE AEXFETEE O MEXEIZHBBS

09/30-10/02 & 10/04,05,06

Opera: War and Peace

R (ST )

W AT EERE ST HTIE R T
KETEFE R B LTS KRBT
19:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
KEBREPE AR ETEE D

Don't Miss

09/03,04

Opera: Madame Curie
R (BEXA)

EH: =R HiEERIEIR
19:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
KiEARIBE 878 X T TE ST

09/05

The Night of Grassland--Piano
Concert by Sun Yu
IEWBERIESERS

Wl W EE

20:00

Western Shore Art Salon,

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZARIE AAXKEILEIS

09/07,08

Children’s Play: Wizard of Oz
ILER] (REFUIER )

EH: tRANBFEZERE
10:30 & 15:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
KEXRIBE 778X FLE

09/11-13

13TH China International Cultural Industries Fair
2014 (E+=E ) RFEEREIRES

Tianjin BICEC, China

KEREERSEH D

S W
S | T
= BN W,
BN BN o :

i, - P,
- . ek iu

S R TSI | M N PR

HXEREEE

socially useful activity

VOLUNTEER
be

Recruiting
BNSESmNESR
AT TZRA
5 0 PO iy
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Community Events

welcome performer join

&n. promotachinamarket: com

D PLW
# £ it

wwrw.promatechmanmarket.com

Business info

HEEHEERL S
PCM Tec Co., Lid
it § Fux: (R6-022-28255K809
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Food Safety in Chin
Is it really safe?

by David Wong, Bryce Cristiano, and Carmen King
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he issue with food cleanliness
is an ever pressing dilemma
for most foreigners who are
coming to China for the first
time. A great deal of expats
may have experienced issues
with acclimating to Chinese
food and its preparation
which could lead to illnesses. Before traveling, it's
imperative to consult your doctor a month in
advance to receive vaccinations and medication
which are suited for the environment which
you're traveling into. Probably the most notable
iliness in China for people consuming the food is
typhoid. Typhoid is an illness not too prevalent
in industrialized nations with one of the
exceptions being China. Symptoms include
rashes and rashes which can escalate into a
cornucopia  of terribly life  threatening
symptoms. If you experience a fever lasting over
three days, it's best to contact your consulate for
a list of doctors in your area.

Food poisoning and resulting diarrhea is
not pleasant and is sometimes referred to as
food borne illness. Food poisoning is any illness
resulting  from  the  consumption  of
contaminated  food, pathogenic  bacteria,
viruses, or parasites that contaminate food, as

well as chemical or natural toxins such as
poisonous  mushrooms.  Symptoms  vary
depending on the cause. The incubation period
ranges from hours to days, depending on the
cause and on how much was consumed. The
incubation period tends to cause sufferers to
not associate the symptoms with the item
consumed, and so to cause sufferers to attribute
the symptoms to stomach flu for example.
Symptoms often include vomiting, fever, and
aches, and may include diarrhea. Bouts of
vomiting can be repeated, with an extended
delay in between, because even if infected food
was eliminated from the stomach in the first
bout, microbes (if applicable) can have passed
through the stomach into the intestine,
attached to the cells lining the intestinal walls,
and begun to multiply there. Some types of
microbes stay in the intestine, some produce a
toxin that is absorbed into the bloodstream, and
some can directly invade deeper body tissues.
The best remedy is prevention. Everyone's
tolerance of different foods is different. Although
I love spicy Sichuan cuisine, | know that if | have
too much, | will feel uncomfortable so | usually
pass on the MaPo DouFu fRZEZE and Mala
HuoGuo (Hotpot) kR X #. You should also try
to avoid eating at places with poor hygiene
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practices, a dead giveaway are establishments
that wash utensils in the same basin as food
preparation and leave food supplies in the open
and unrefrigerated, especially meats. Cold is the
enemy of bacteria and safe handling of food is
referred to as the cold chain, which is usually
between 2 to 6 degrees Celsius. If you have
visited food factories, you will notice that the
preparation areas are at low temperatures. This

To this day, when | travel
to Canada and ask my

Chinese friends what |
can bring back, the
answer is milk powder.

becomes challenging when our summers are in
the 30's with high humidity.

At home, do not thaw out meats at room
temperature, either thaw it gradually in the
refrigerator or cook meats at the frozen state and
do not refreeze meats once they have been
thawed. Read the labels on food products, many
items indicate that once the sealed container
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has been opened, refrigeration is required.
Some Chinese retail stores are not aware of this;
| recently went to a local supermarket chain to
buy some frozen chicken wings and noticed
that part of the package was not completely
frozen. The clerk said it was no problem; the
portion not frozen was because it was piled in
the middle of the freezer but since the plastic
package was not opened, it was fine. | tried to
explain the science of bacteria development
when the chicken had thawed but obviously, he
was not convinced and has done this
dangerous practice in the past and more
disheartening, will continue to do so in the
future. | no longer buy at this store and switched
to a store that understands how to handle and
store meats properly.

The best method of prevention is
cleanliness and the main ingredient is water. It is
important to have potable water. The word
potable came into English from the Late Latin
“potabilis” meaning drinkable. Make sure that
vegetables and fruit are washed thoroughly
before eating. If you don't have bottled or
filtered water, simply boiling the water will
ensure that it is safe or potable. Do not use the

same cutting board or knife that you use for raw
meats for fruits and vegetables, make sure you
use separate ones and wash them separately.
Better to be safe than sorry, with China high air
pollution levels, food that is left in the open
needs to be washed and cooked properly.

If you enjoy trying the most bizarre foods
and eating from the street vendors, it's quite
important  that you dont miss that
immunization before traveling. Regardless of
whether you're traveling for two weeks or two
years, have a health check performed and give
yourself two weeks to take any important
vaccines. Introducing your body to a new
cuisine in a foreign country is already tricky
enough, without the risk of illnesses and disease.
A vacation spent in bed or over a toilet is
probably an experience plenty wasted. Not to
mention the possibility of contracting a more
life threatening illnesses rather than petty and
inconvenient ones.

Despite the food borne illnesses which
someone could contract, it's important to note
that not all instances of falling ill during a trip
may be a direct result of some sickness. In many
cases there are problems with acclimating to

the local diet when traveling. Sometimes this
acclimating can result in feels of unease or an
irritable stomach. When we travel abroad it's not
only a blow to our sleep schedule and our
senses, but it also has an effect on the body.
Since you're reading this in Ching, it's a bit too
late to offer any real advice, but if you're still
having a hard time adjusting to the local diet,
just try to stick to restaurants in the mall and
keep antacid nearby for after meals. | would be
quite hard pressed to find a person who has
come to China and decided from day one to
indulge in all of the street food. While it's exciting
to eat, it's probably for the best to wait a few
days before trying to pass that kind of food
through your body. The copious amount of oil
present in street food isn't exactly something
you should put into your face too often, let
alone immediately off the plane.

Not that the food prepared by street
vendors is necessarily prepared poorly, but the
conditions in which the food is made are quite
poor. The people who run these vendors are
honest and hard working people who know
their craft well, but as a consumer you should
decide and use your better judgment to see
how well kept these locations are. Even a place
that looks a bit disheveled and grungy isn't dirty,
but if there are cockroaches scurrying around
then it may be good to find another place to
eat. While Tianjin has some famous street foods,
you're better off waiting a few days to acclimate
to the cuisine or you have another option.

The second option you have for indulging
in street food is a little side street of BinJiangDao
called, LiaoNinglLu. In case youre unfamiliar,
BinJiangDao is the central shopping street of
Tianjin where you can be treated to almost two
kilometers worth of malls and various
restaurants at the heart of the city. About
halfway down BinJiangDao lies this tiny side
street where vendors sell street food from small
shop spaces. The food here is probably the
cleanest street food in the city and offers the
widest variety in such a small location.

If you can't stomach the street food, don't
feel as though your experience of China will be
diminished in anyway. There are plenty of
restaurants from little holes in the wall to
massive five story restaurants which exclusively
prepare expensive duck. The culinary depth in
China is like the Meridian Trench and you're just
a heavy stone, plummeting down into the great
mysteries of its rich culinary history. There's a
world of food for you to explore and the
restaurants offer a perfect location to get your
feet wet. How you handle this adventure is just
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like the street food, it's all a matter of knowing
your limits and comfort zone.

While there are issues of swill oil present in
street food, the same can be said of some
restaurants. It may be best to not go into a place
with the mindset that you could be consuming
what is essentially shoddily recycled garbage oil
(as it may dampen your appetite), so try to put
that in the back of your mind. In almost all
factories they have a certain level of insects that
are allowed to be in the food, so just try to
imagine it like that. This probably isn't helping
you feel much better until it's put into a different
perspective. Despite the inevitability that you
may at some point consume insects in your
Nestle chocolate, how often does that deter you
from eating chocolate? Probably never, because
you settle it in your mind as it's a nominal
statistical probability that you will consume
insect bits. So try to go with the same mentality
for eating food abroad. Can you end up eating
swill oil? Sure. Will you? Probably not.

Before we continue dealing with food
safety issues and expat perceptions, one should
remember that the human body is a sensitive
organism and no matter where you are from, it

needs to adjust to a new environment and new
foods. Each location has its own local bacteria
and your body needs to adjust. So if you are
travelling to a new area, take care in gradually
introducing new exotic foods and allow your
body to slowing react to the change. It may be
wise to take some basic foods that you are used
to. Particularly for young children, whose
immune systems are underdeveloped, you
should take along some baby formula and
canned foods that they are used to.

As China continues down the road of
development, now becoming the second
largest economy in the world and its citizens
improving their disposable incomes, a higher
quality of life becomes a higher priority. High on
their list is food safety and especially for their
children. Most families only have one child,
which makes their concemns even more
important as they focus their attention on the
“Little Emperors”

Food safety in China came to the forefront
again in July when the Shanghai Dragon TV
group exposed the Shanghai Husi Food
Company of supplying expired or rotten meat
to their customers. These customers included

Some expats only consume imported food.

the high profile foreign international fast food
distributors such as KFC Kentucky Fried Chicken,
Pizza Hut, McDonalds, Subway and Starbucks.

The previous food scandal that caused
such high media attention was the milk powder
fiasco in 2008. The scandal broke on 16 July
2008, after sixteen infants in Gansu Province,
who had been fed on milk powder produced by
Shijiazhuang-based Sanlu Group. The timing of
this scandal was just days before the opening of
the 2008 Olympics so the nation was flooded
with international media and China was the
focus of reporting throughout the world. The
government reaction was quick and exposure
of the wrongdoings was very thorough. This
media hype led to many consumers
abandoning local brands and focusing on
imports, so much so that Hong Kong authorities
had to implement restrictions on mainland
visitors for amounts that they could bring back
to China. To this day, when | travel to Canada
and ask my Chinese friends what | can bring
back, the answer is milk powder.

One other argument is China targeting
foreign brands, especially USA in an effort to
prop up local brands? | don't think so. The
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foreign brands mentioned are just the ones that
are most popular and successful in China as well
as worldwide. It is also regarded that because of
their success and their extensive international
locations, there is a higher expectation for their
safety. There is also higher news value when you
hear that they have violations than if the media
reports that a local brand or food distributor
with a similar violation.

By the end of 2013, there were 4,563 KFC
restaurants and 1,264 Pizza Huts in Mainland
China. McDonald's has said it plans to open
another 300 stores in China by the end of 2014;
there will be over 8000 McDonalds. Who are the
most attracted customers to these outlets —
children. The affected restaurants from this
scandal were quick to announce that they have
recalled product, implemented new inspection
and safety procedures. The government has
closed the offending supplier operation and
alternate safe suppliers identified. The foreign
fast food companies all confirmed a drop in
sales following the media report. However if the
continued lines at outlets in shopping malls are
any indication, looks like it is business as usual. In
fact, with this recent exposure, hopefully these
fast food outlets and food distributors in general
will implement a regiment of stronger food
inspection standards of operations that meet
customer expectations.

What do expatriate families feel about
China’s food safety? They cannot rely totally on
taking their children to the familiar fast food
outlets for pizza and hamburgers and chicken
for every meal. To obtain a better view of the
situation, we asked several expat families, long
time residents and some newcomers how they
felt about food safety issues, their experience
and how they cope.

Jordi is a Catalonian with over 30 years of
experience living in China and with his wife and
two older boys, both born in China, shared his
views. Jordi indicated that he has very few or no
worries about the food safety in China. They do
not eat out much but he is used to street foods
and his business is related to students at
universities and colleges, which means lunches
and dinners in nearby local restaurants. He has
not experienced any serious instances of food
poisoning nor has his family. His two boys and
his wife have never been hospitalized with
problems in consuming local foods. Jordi has
helped organize several outdoor events for his
Catalonian and local Chinese friends, the most
recent being a large barbeque during the World
Cup games and no problems with local
catering. No doubt the high consumption of

Food safety concern rose again due to the scandle of western fast food chains.

beer may have helped.

Peter is an Australian who travels
extensively and has been in China for 18
months. Compared with many other countries
that he has visited and lived, he feels very safe
about the food standards in China. He has not
had problems with food ailments and
compared to some countries that are in the
tropics where he resided in the past, China
comes out ahead. Peter also found that there is
a great variety of Chinese cuisine compared
with other countries he has lived in and finds it a
pleasure to experience new foods.

Jean Pierre is Canadian and has been here
less than a year, he has two young kids, and the
youngest one was just born here in July. JP
indicated that they have had no bad
experiences with food while living in China but
with the two young children, he and his wife are
extremely careful with consumption and
shopping. Most of their meals are prepared at
home. He purchases mostly imported food
products such as baby formula and milk that is
produced abroad. For supermarkets, he uses
mostly outlets that are selling imported items.
He pays special attention to meat products and

buys from establishments that specialize in
imports such as Australian beef. Since his
Chinese is limited, he needs to be able to
communicate in English or French with the
vendor and does not venture into local markets
except for basic items. Overall Jean Pierre is
happy with the food situation in China. He is
confident that the food quality is safe and
admits that having two young children requires
him to pay more attention to food purchases
and preparation. His lack of Chinese restricts his
scope regarding shopping and means he needs
to rely more on higher priced imports.

Mikhail Tillman, an adventurer, stated that
he only experienced food poisoning on one
occasion from street food but the rest of his time
spent in China has been free of iliness. He owes
most of this to the fact that he doesn't indulge in
western fast-food which even he sees as being
much more dangerous than the local cuisine.
While there are horror stories out there, we have

to keep in mind that the problem is not systemic.

The experiences of most foreigners which
we have interviewed have been pretty similar; it
seems that most people experienced minimal
trouble adjusting but there have been a few

instances during their stay in China where they
have gotten sick. These instances are about as
likely as they would be back at home. Speaking
from personal experience, my friends and | have
only gotten food poisoning on three occasions.
All three of these occasions weren't from dingy
MalaTang joints, but from a certain Mexican
pizza from a certain popular Western franchise
bar which will go unnamed. Foreigners who
come to China are usually not too deterred by
the different conditions in which food is
prepared because we feel as guests in a foreign
land. How the people of the country decide to
operate their businesses is wholly up to them,
and what we consume as guests is entirely up
to our choosing.

Many foreign students who eat out quite
regularly have reported very few instances of
becomingill. Their praises of the taste of the food
far outweighs any negativity that they may have.
While students are aware of many food scandals,
they feel as though it's very unlikely they will be
subjected to a similar problem. Recent scandals
with the Husi food supplier have gone to show
that even the frequently criticized local food is
exponentially healthier than western fast food
which is both fattening and equally dangerous.
This devil-may-care attitude exhibited by many
foreigners may seem quite outstanding to
people who have never spent a day in China. As
expats who have spent ten years in China or just
students here for a few semesters, we
understand the problem first hand.

China's food regulations are comple, its
monitoring system can be unresponsive, and
the government departments that oversee and
enforce policies have overlapping and often
ambiguous duties. There are around ten
national government departments that share
the responsibility to ensure food safety. There
are also numerous provincial and local agencies
that monitor local food production and sales.
Both the State Council and the departments
under the State Council can issue regulations
and directives concerning food.

Changes in China's food production
system are generating an awareness of food
safety problems. China's agricultural system is
composed mostly of small land-holding farmers
and subsistence agriculture. China, however,
has less arable land than other nations and
farmers intensively use fertilizer and pesticides
to maintain high food production. There are
more and more organic foods appearing in
supermarkets, although more expensive, which
may give you better peace of mind.

Food is sold in both open-air markets and

urban supermarkets, and by the late 1990s,
China's farms were adapting to more specialized
crop production as the local markets become
more connected to the national and
international markets. However, local authorities
largely control food regulation enforcement
unless the central government steps in. As urban
consumers' incomes increase, the demand for
quality food goods, safer production, and
processed foods also increases, and urban
residents and supermarkets attract more
national and media attention to food problems.

Instead of bigger is
better and speed is
super, moderation and
reasonableness will go a

long way in protecting
many from food related
trouble no matter
where we live.

Itis too bad that it requires a public outcry
before serious corrections are made. Sometimes
the damage is already done but hopefully this
exposure will result in future changes for the
better. The Internet is also a strong tool and can
provide rapid disbursement of information that
net citizens can expose bad practices.

Where does all this food safety talk leave
us? Probably a lot less hungry! However before
we all start starving ourselves to death, we need
to realize the answer to the question “food
safety”isn't just a China issue. The truth is, it is a
global issue. No expat can dare say before
coming to China they never had a case of
digestive tract trouble after eating. Not to
mention the issue of food safety isn't limited to
what we eat ‘out” but includes what we eat“in"
Even if one attempted to buy everything and
‘cook at home’, the truth is, most likely we didn't
grow that food or manufacture all the
ingredients in that special sauce. In recent years,
overseas there have been cases of salmonella
being present in bagged spinach, peanut butter
and chicken. Not to mention the out breaks of
mad cow disease causing beef recalls. The
majority of these items were all intended for
consumption at home. Therefore, issues with
food safety permeate every area of life, and are
frankly unavoidable.

Truly safe food is a panacea. It simply
doesn't exist. All food which originates from this
earth at this present time has been polluted,
tainted, and altered. Food is like human society,
simply not what it used to be. That's because the
days of little house on the prairie where ma and
pa along with the rest of the family worked day
in and day out raising that animal they would
later eat, along with plowing, planting, and
picking that eatable delight are long gone. Few
today if any have the time, money or
circumstances to oversee and participate in
their entire food production process. Thus what
man has gained in technological advances has
come at the price of “real food"

Today food is like everything else, fake and
manufactured. Be it fruits that are picked before
being ripe and then “artificially” ripened once
they hit the store or meats that have been more
pumped up with steroids than Arnold. Sure
there are talks of organic this and organic that.
However, one must yet again realize the fallacy
to that fairy tale, after all while this farmer and this
field are 100% organic, what about the one next
to it? Will that farmer and that field’s pesticides
perfectly stay put? Shall there never be a windy
day which may carry a little of that guy’s
pesticides to this guy’s organic oasis as they are
being sprayed? And what about that water
which irrigates that non-organic field, how will it
obediently moisten only the soil beneath it
without at some point running off into the
organic crop nearby? So too, lest not forget
those alleged 100% organic foods could hardly
ever make it to our local store or kitchen without
roads. Yet, the very presence of roads leading to
and from the organic field mean cars and trucks
will be passing by, which this of course means
toxic emissions and airborne containments can't
be far off from our precious ‘organic” crop.

The bottom line is when it comes to food
safety, the laws that govern it and the people
involved in the modern “food chain” simply are
not perfect. Where imperfection exists,
problems will follow. Sooner or later there will
be issues will food safety. The question isn't “if”
but “when” along with "how” do we best
minimize the risk. Instead of avoiding China or
any other place on earth due to fear of food
safety, use some good common sense and do
the best you can. Obviously “Supersize Me”
proved what we all should have known already,
eating fast food all the time kills fast. Instead of
bigger is better and speed is super, moderation
and reasonableness will go a long way in
protecting many from food related trouble no
matter where we live,

El
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A Strong Bond to
Continental

by David Wong

old. This is completely different to the young

H ubert Limbrunner is the plant manager
people of today. His father passed away when

of Continental Automotive Systems

(Tianjin) located in TEDA. Jin Magazine met
with Hubert and asked him to give us his
impressions of his life and work in Tianjin as he
completes his posting here and returns to
headquarters.

Hubert is German married with four boys
aged 16-26. Continental is in the family blood
as Hubert's oldest son is also working in
Continental but in Germany. Hubert spent 3
1/2 years in Detroit where the youngest son
was born and the other three were born in
Germany. Hubert has spent 2 1/2 years in
TEDA Tianjin alone since the other three sons
are in the middle of their schooling and was
not possible to move to Tianjin on a
permanent basis but visited often.

Hubert's interests as a child were reading
and sports. Skiing in wintertime, swimming in
summertime, playing soccer and going to the
gym. He has three brothers, of which Hubert is
the oldest. His parents ran a small farm in
Bavaria Germany, so he is really a farm boy and
did not travel outside of Germany until he
started to work for Continental. The first time
he was on a plane was when he was 27 years

he was 30 years old and his mother is now 80
years old and still lives in Germany.

Hubert is an electrical engineer and
graduated at the Technical University in

Munich with a Master degree (back then it
was not called a 'Masters degree, but
Diploma).

He started immediately to work for the
automotive industry and has always worked
for the same company, Continental, which
changed names from 'Siemens Automotive'
to 'Siemens VDO' and then eventually
becoming  'Continental' after  several
acquisitions and changes in ownership. There
was a great deal of training during his time
working for Continental, starting with
engineering training on software
development, tools that are used within the

Hubert stated that
everything is new in the
beginning and
somehow even now
with travelling alot, he is
always a bit nervous to
find my way around and
to settle into a new life.

automotive business, project management,
assessments of behavior and personality,
management training, finance training to
mention a few.

Hubert also considers his work abroad as
training as it really develops the way one
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works with international teams, cultural
understanding and language skills, which is in
todays global business very important. JIN
asked Hubert about his two and a half years in
Tianjin, his impressions and company
experience in the China market.

There are over 20 Continental plants in
China of which Tianjin is producing electronic
components for cars. The Tianjin plant
employs over 1400 employees and started
operations in 2005 all managers are local
Tianjiners with over 10 years experience in this
plant because the plant was previously
operated by Motorola. There are 19,000
employees within China and growing.
Although the Continental headquarters is
located in Shanghai, Tianjin is important, as it
is the dedicated plant for several products,
which are only produced here. 80% of the
present workers come from downtown
Tianjin so the company operates a series of
shuttle busses and has plans to continue their
expansion and hiring local Tianjiners.

Continental is probably best known for
tires but they are leaders in Automotive
Electronics, Powertrains and Transmission
Controllers and Hydraulics.
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www.contlnental-corporation.com

Why choose TEDA, as a location for
Continental? The infrastructure is excellent,
with a good port, excellent highways and a
modern airport. The rail system is also
exceptional with the high-speed connection
to Beijing in less than 40 minutes and 300+
kmph connections to other major cities.

Hubert also expressed gratitude to TEDA
and the local government who are very
cooperative and helps with ensuring that
government regulations are met and
understanding what is required as well and
benefits of local programs. The local officials
are responsive and very efficient. Continental
has plans for expanding in China; their goal is
to achieve 30% of their sales in Asia and
17-20% for China. Labor costs are increasing in
China compared to previous years but quality
and productivity has improved.

JIN asked Hubert to compare Tianjin to
other cities such as Shanghai and Hong Kong.
During this discussion, it was apparent that
Hubert regards TEDA as his home quite
separate from Tianjin. He feels that TEDA is not
a typical Chinese city, traffic is comfortable
and many European and Western outlets at

the same time, if you need to be in the city,
Tianjin and Beijing is only an hour away. The
main advantage is, life in TEDA area is not so
busy. Although is speaking with Hubert, he
certainly is busy at work and because of the
time difference; he is able to communicate
with his headquarters late in the evening in
Tianjin.

Hubert was quite philosophical when
asked for his first impressions of Tianjin.
Hubert stated that everything is new in the
beginning and somehow even now with
travelling a lot, he is always a bit nervous to
find his way around and to settle into a new
life. That will probably never change no
matter how old he becomes, but he also
thinks that this is part of developing oneself
further. Development of a person never stops
in his opinion, no matter how old somebody
has already become.

During his initial visit, he was surprised
how well the Tianjin area was already
developed from its infrastructure (streets,
shopping areas, trains, airports, etc.) as he had
been to China 7 years before quite often and
there was a lot of changes during this time to
his Tianjin posting in 2011. He will definitely
miss the friends and colleagues and the wide
variety of food and sightseeing trips to
experience the Chinese culture.

During his stay in Tianjin, his family
visited quite often and two of his sons stayed
for longer time periods. They would go for the
usual sightseeing tours, like Great Wall,
Forbidden City in Beijing and Shan Hai Guan
in Qinhuangdao. In Tianjin, they liked to visit
the Italian quarter or ancient streets. Hubert's
wife especially enjoyed massages every time
she came here. She even went to a boat trip to
catch shrimp and fish at the port. Of course
shopping was always an exciting experience
and she enjoyed going to the Yang Huo
Market, Tanggu foreign goods market.

Hubert's advice to newcomers to China:
“Make the most of your time and experience
China by travelling to other parts of China”.
Hubert has been to Xian, Guilin, Jilin and
Shanghai to mention a few. These
experiences have broadened his
understanding of different cultures and
broadened his outlook to work and life in
general.

Finally Hubert said he was sad to leave
Tianjin but looks forward to being with his
family and has the opportunity to return in
the future. He looks back at his time in Tianjin
as a very positive experience.
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Big Brands
Small Service

by Carmen King

D oes anyone remember when "service', that
is customer service actually existed? As
one of little years in comparison with many, how
is it that | am already finding myself asking where
has all the customer service gone?

What was intended to be a business article
on 7-11 (Seven Eleven) and its presence in
Tianjin China must be morphed into a far more

necessary report on the small service associated
with big brands. A recent encounter with five
7-11 office employees proves the point. Not to
mention a number of other examples that will
be sited.

Who's to blame for all this sub-par service?
Before we totally blame the guy or gal on the
front lines who seems to care less that a

vl

customer is present, let’s not forget the big wigs
who employee them. After all who was it that
interviewed and hired these customer facing
folks? Both the entry level employees and their
bosses have responsibility. Responsibility that is,
not just to point the finger and look the other
way, but to fix the problem.

As to 7-11 over the past few months
several stores throughout Tianjin were visited so
as to observe operations. A big issue with
customer service was found in the serving size
of their very popular box lunches. Although it
appears some 7-11's in Tianjin sometimes use a
scale so as to ensure each portion size is neither
under nor over weight, this seems random at
best. Not to mention, imagine how a customer
would feel if you chose for example scrambled
eggs and tormatoes as one of your sides. The

portion was weighed and found to be
underweight. How would the customer hope
the serving would be brought up to par? Add
some tomato, or dare we dream they would add
some egg? How about neither. Just add a spoon
full of the liquid oil mix all those tomatoes and

No surprise here, lines

anywhere in China tend
to be madness.

€ggs are swimming in.

In addition to poor portion management,
7-11 stores seem to consistently have an issue
with  providing sufficient space for and
management of lines. No surprise here, lines
anywhere in China tend to be madness. Yet
when a big brand in the convenience store
industry like 7-11 comes to town, you would
think they would know their way around
providing proper lines and taking the "real” next

A pre-paid gift card brought from the states can't be used in China

customer not just the one who sticks their stuff
in the face of the cashier as they cut in line. Still,
no such fortune, 7-11's around Tianjin prove
small on service as it relates to line control.

Outside of these onsite service issues with
7-11, things didn't get better when visiting their
business office. Two young ladies were
stationed in the lobby, at the time doing a whole
lot of nothing. Yet, to ones utter shock they
could care less about receiving a visitfrom a
reporter for one of the largest media entities in
Tianjin.

If their small service wasn't enough,
another chap decided to join in having been
eaves dropping on things from the side. No, no,
not to help. Rather to add to the ridiculousness
of the subpar service. He proceeded to confirm
that no one at that office had any knowledge or
ability to answer questions about the growth
and brand of 7-11 in Tianjin. He then added, ‘our
boss here is Japanese and doesn't speak English
or Chinese, so he wouldn't understand anything
you are saying:

Wow. Think about the implications about
what went down here. Corporate employees
have just told a reporter the following: no one
here knows what is going with our brand and
our top office leader can't even communicate in
the local language’ Of course we all will struggle
to believe any of that nonsense, but nonetheless
this was their story and they were sticking to it.
Not to mention it was all said with
condescending gazes to round out the
reception.

The only aid these three were prepared to
give was a phone number to the 7-11 corporate
office in Beijing. Fine, let's give them a ring and

see where this tale of 'big brand, small service'
takes us. At a minimum, management at
headquarters should be interested in how
excellent a job the Tianjin office was doing with
providing top notch customer service right?

As to the phone call to Beijing 7-11
corporate offices, it was about as good as the
office visit. The lady who answered the call said
at best she could transfer me to one of their
marketing representatives. The story telling of
terrible service and zero opportunity to collect
solid facts at the Tianjin branch led to this person
saying, 'sorry, I'm in Beijing, | have no idea what
goes on inTianjin’ Ata minimum did she at least
know of or have access to getting the contact
information for her marketing counterparts in
the Tianjin branch? Again the answer is, no.

Having talked to five different 7-11 office
workers in two different offices, proved but one
point, big brands often provide small service
once they get to China. This is far from the first
time such a phenomenon has been
encountered here. For example, a Subway
sandwich shop refused to provide "stamps" for
the subs purchased which would eventually
add up to a "free sub" despite the register they
were using clearly displaying how many
“stamps” should be given. When asked why?
They simply said‘we don't do that here in China’

Afriend from the states brought a pre-paid
gift card to a Starbucks in China. Nope sorry,
those cards can't be used in China. Powerhouse
Gym is a big brand in the health and fitness
industry. Yet despite having numerous locations
throughout China, they only provide "local"
membership cards. The other gyms under the
same brand are literally as if they are another

company. Zero inter-relationship. Your gym
membership card can only be used at the gym
you signed up at.

Similar stories of "little service” are too
many to list. Big brands that expats perhaps
have come to know and love back home seem
to completely fall apart in terms of customer
service when they hit China. One the most
egregious cases occurred at Home Depot while
trying to find a plumbing part. Countless
workers were standing around doing absolutely
nothing. Yet one after another replied with an
emphatic "mei you', "mei you" "meiyou’, (1%
méiy & u) as it relates to having the part needed.
Knowing there was no way in the world what
they were saying was correct, with a little
persistence and perusing around
independently, the very part they all said "they

Having talked to five
different 7-11 office
workers in two different

offices, proved but one
point, big brands often
provide small service

once they get to China.

didn't have" was not only there but in huge
quantity.

It is hard to believe, be it at 7-11 or any of
these other big brands, at the corporate level
they really don't care. Rather it is imagined most
executives abroad would have a heart attack if
they knew their precious brands were getting a
good drag in the mud in China. Yet for now, the
bottom line is painfully simple, big brands come
to China and all too often small service is
standard. Isn't it time these big brands take
some responsibility and put some real checks
and balances in place so as to deliver a
consistent customer experience worldwide?
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The HSE Myth

By Moe ElGareeb

I t seems that as our society matures we
become more inclined to care for our
well-being as well as that of others around us. But
to what extent are we willing to go to protect our
health, safety and environment (HSE)? Are we
willing to pay more money or spend more time
doing activities, advancing sciences and
improving processes to do so? If we are then why
is our world aching and hurting to the extent it is
today? Let's go back and try to understand how
our relationship with our bodies and planet

became so tense.
As the fires of industry rose and expanded,

It seems that
nothing will
move the world

to self

preservation
more than pure
profit hunting!

so did pollution. This gradually became an
accepted result of industrialization. Today we
easily see the destructive effect heavy
manufacturing has on everything around us from
air quality to water safety. Making things worse is
the lack of strict regulations (or their enforcement)
to force industries to spend the required money
and time to alleviate the effects of theirimpact on
the environment, or in more natural terms,
“clean-up after themselves” which is of course
synonymous to investors with less profits due to
the cost of the clean-up.

So what exactly is the situation of health,
safety and environment conditions and
regulations applying to industrial facilities in
China? Well, frankly the state has imposed laws

acceptable level. That however is a very big IF as it
seems that investors, industrialists and tycoons
have ways to circumnavigate the regulations.
When you visit manufacturing facilities
yourself youd quickly reach the conclusion that
there is very little to connect the numerous
quality, health, safety and environment
accomplishment certificates hung on the walls of
general managers and CEOs with the reality you
find on the production line. From workers who
get two days of vacation per month when they
are supposed to be getting eight to ten days (two
weekend days per week) to operators who use
heavy machinery without proper body
protection leading to accidents that ofter lead to
severe injury including amputations all the way to

that IF well applied and enforced would make death.
sure that the nation’s large industrial complex And the list doesn't end there but goes on
would restore its environment damage to a rather to include damage to the whole environment

with severely pollution chemicals and agents
used in hi-tech manufacturing facilities that
damage both the air quality and the health of the
operators who populate the production line and
then when dumped into nearby lakes and rivers,
the disruptive effects spill into drinking water and
fish destined for human consumption.

So what'’s the solution? Is it more rigorous
enforcement of the quality, health, safety and
environment laws that appear to be selectively
applied and enforced and might in many cases
be evaded by savvy entrepreneurs? Or is it the
community’s responsibility to conduct mass
publicity campaigns aimed at both business and
consumer circles to educate the general
population of the risks associated with this
destructive trend?

Or are there more innovative methods of
enforcing health and environment preservation
without the use of authority figures and with very
limited policing? Would products marked with

environment protection logos appear more
attractive to customers for example? Or shall the
scientific research and development community
be responsible for making HSE protocols less
costly and more feasible to investors in
high-impact industries?

It's definitely time to move forward from the
traditional government supervised environment
protection agency approach that has been
proven elusive to enforce over-and-over again. It
seems that nothing will move the world to self
preservation more than pure profit hunting! Think
about the changes a company would make to its
supply chain and operation structure if they find
that producing a product in a less polluting
method will lead to either more sales or less costs,
i.e. more net profit.

Please send your comments and questions
to Moe via moghareeb@gmail.com

The Profit Hunter© Diary

The Profit Hunter®© Diary continues with more real-raw-unedited business & technology management and entrepreneurship digests from China and emerging markets brought to you by Moe "The Profit Hunter©"
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Welcome to Tianjin. We hope you enjoy your time here. First of all, we
want you to have a good understanding of what you might
encounter here:

WOEREIRE | (BIRESEmILL X :

4 You could be facing legal risks, if you do not understand
Chinese tax policy.

XIRRSBERA TR |, EXSARAAGEEXES !

2 You could be facing financial risks, if you are unfamiliar with
Chinese accounting standard.

SHESEINM—E , EXSXES !

3 You could be facing operating risks, if you do not have
good communications with government and
administrative offices.
AEFEXNABHSURAESTENRRFEE , fiH
IREZEXBE !

4 You could be required to pay a large number of income
taxes, if you do not know how to transfer the profit abroad.

RS ERIPTEHUXES |

Zhong Hui (Tianjin) Certified Tax Agents--we are here for you.
FRIC (KRR ) BBIMESET NS EIREHAMFRRIRS 2 | NEH
BREAERTEIX|E !

- O ABOUT ZHONG HU.I

1 Zhong Hui Certified Tax Agent is one of the
largest professional taxation service firms in
China. We are rated AAAAA that the highest
qualification available from the CCTAA.
FENRSE ARSI , HELESS5A
KRR !

2 The excellent understanding of the local
policies, because we are a professional taxation
agent that has operated in Tianjin for 14 years.
BNRFURRZLAFTWMFAIG , RN TR
AHBECR !

3 Therich experiences of tax services, because we
provide services to a larger number of
customers, including Otis, Decathlon, Hutchison
Whampoa and other international companies.
ARSSIT EEERAGHER, BRIR. FCEBEFTFSER
il , £38:

4 We have an excellent relationship with the local
government and administrative offices.
HEIUNBREERE | 152=3t B8 Y
(EiE

OUR SERVICES #:fi1e98ES53

== Financial outsourcing services, the establishment and
winding up of enterprises, a daily financial accounting agency.an

compensation management. 453/, 9|‘§ﬁ!lk391§'ﬁ"5&iﬁ i

 Tax consulting. #3358
 Audits. Bt
= Tax planning HHELI

OUR CUSTOMERS #filpgssidayzsr
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\J:iﬁEﬁ Shanghai Mitsubishi K= Toshiba {EHEBEN Bosch )
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L FICEIEBIR/E] Hutchison Whampoa LTD.  3MAIEHBFRZAE] 3M China )

ZHONG HUI (TIANJIN) GERTIFIED TAXAGENTS
i (Xi# ) #HSIMESFR
Adress: Floor5,C1 Wing, Future Plaza, No.103, Wei Di Road,

Hexi District, Tianjin, PR.C.300201
REXEhHIRKEIREL03 ST tHCESE , 300201

1.: 4008-068680

www.zhonghuitj.com
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Discussion Forum on Tax Inspection 2014 European Business Gala Dinner
25 July, 2014 “Castle Nigﬁf”

Experts from PwC shared their knowledge on tax inspection related with more than 20 member companies through this round table
discussion, also worked out solutions for difficulties/problems they might encounter.

Ticket Purchasing Date & Time
D22-55307808 Frday

||.|||:lll-:'fj;l*ul:;’lj'l-_'.il.|:.||.'|lr'l|4-q:l' COam A Octobay 1700 2014
Tiekets will nol be avalablie &l dbm 18302345
Entry Fee
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Workshop: How to increase the engagement of your employee?
1 August, 2014 Venue
2nd Eloar, Grardd Ball-Ropm
Thit Rie-Carkan T
Mo 167 Dagubes Boad. Hepisg Distndd, Tiangn

Founded in 1912, Dale Carnegie Training has
evolved from one man's belief in the power of
self-improvement to a performance-based training
company with offices worldwide. They focus on

giving people in business the opportunity to € v e il 1 imrphei 4 Tginp e el Soeht Geildl Dhurer, whore we ks
sharpen their skills and improve their performance s s Gess einmey sl fEnopa e ol oo Trenals msl enpoy
in order to build positive, steady, and profitable : =
LR T Yo T B T P TR | LA S R R SRR, & YL AN W ikl ..!.|| e LE R
results.
Employee engagement is one of the Dale ciletf nie il peregat Wit ik Borwarl o s bl vk oowdhnd wall
Carnegie Training Programs, Dr. Zhao spent the whole afternoon sharing his insights on suirely b mbphtoe R bor!

how to increase the engagement of employees, 40 managers participated this
workshop and expressed satisfaction with the training they received.

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
th EX o2} =] = x # b £

41F, The Executive Center, Tianjin World Financial Center, 2 Dagubei Lu, Heping District, Tianjin 300020.
KEMHNFXAEILE2 SR ER RSP 041 EEEFH SO, HiBYRFE300020

Tel: +86 (22) 58307608 Email: tianjin@europeanchamber.com.cn Website: www.europeanchamber.com.cn
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Past Events

Tianjin Monthly Executive Breakfast Briefing
7:15AM - 9:00AM, Thursday, July 17th -The St. Regis Tianjin

On July 17th morning, nearly 40 guests attended AmCham China Tianjin's monthly breakfast briefing at the St. Regis Tianjin with Fantastic food. The guest
speaker for this month wasJustin A. Franke, General Manager of Boeing Tianjin Composites Co. Ltd. He discussed his thoughts on the global aerospace market,
recent developments of Boeing in China and the strategy of Boeing Tianjin Composite Co,, LTD.Afterwards, attendees submitted series questions that related to
aerospace industry.

Upcoming Events

AmCham China Tianjin 2014 Fall Classic Golf Tournament
10:00 AM - 8:30 PM, Saturday, September 27
King Key Golf Country Club

Tianjin Monthly Executive Breakfast Briefing
7:15-9:00 AM, Thursday, September 18 — (TBD)

Address: Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051
TEL: 86-22-23185075  Contact person: Amanda He amandahe@amchamchina.org  Website: www.amchamchina.org
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Matsutake mushroo'_ﬁ1 soup - - r Matsut-?e mus m&
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| Matsutake’'mushroom '
Beef Sukiyaki RM8888
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mushroom&Eel Sushi dressed with Egg
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Matsutake mushroom
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Order any set meal, get Soy Milk Pudding or Fresh Fruit Gelly
k= or Garden Salad for free.
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Demiglace Hamburger Steak
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U1 h 022655009 1100-2200 (9: 2100)

ADD TEDA MSD No.62 2nd Avenue TEDA Tianjin
Tel:6527-1111 Hrs:11:00-21:00(Restaurant 11:30-22:00)




‘ GERMAN CHAMBER
B of Commerce in China * North

EEE
PEEERS - FLIREFILHEX EEE
EEN

Past Events

German Ambassador visited Tianjin
22.07.2014

On July 22 2014, the German Ambassador Michael Clauss paid his first visit to Tianjin. Accompanied
by a delegation from the German Embassy as well as the Regional Manager of the German Chamber Dr.
Bjoern Lindemann, he met with Mayor Huang Xingguo and Vice Mayor Ren Xuefeng to talk about current
developments and the deepening of the Sino-German cooperationin Tianjin. He also visited the Tianjin
Economic and Technological Development Area (TEDA) as well as the Airbus factory in the Tianjin Airport Economic Area.

Upcoming Events

Save the date: 5th German Chamber Oktoberfest
11.10.2014

The Oktoberfest Festival in Munich has been held since 1810 and is one the most famous events in Germany as well as the world's largest folk
festival. Come and join us for the Oktoberfest celebrations in Tianjin and enjoy the Bavarian buffet dinner and a free flow of the freshly-brewed
original Oktoberfest beer at the 3 Kronen 1308 Brauhaus beer tent. The German Festival Band will entertain with classic Oktoberfest songs
throughout the night.

Special rates for all employees of German Chamber member companies and for groups of more than 5 people. Information and
reservation: 022 8787 9249 / tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de / http://china.ahk.de/chamber/events/north-china/tianjin

Save the date: 2nd German Chamber Soccer Cup Tianjin
19.10.2014

The German Chamber of Commerce invites you to the 2nd German Chamber Soccer Cup Tianjin on Sunday, October 19, 2014 at the sports
field of the International School Tianjin (IST). After the successful tournament last year we look forward to the 2nd competition in Tianjin, making
this a permanent and memorable event for players, spectators and the German-Chinese community. This family event includes 10 teams
competing for the German Chamber Cup, a kids program with bouncy castle, playground and soccer area, a "Torwand"-Shooting (target shooting)
with many prices, food&drinks inclusive German BBQ and beer, and much more. The tournament starts at 9.30am.

More upcoming Events

September 24,2014: Kammerstammtisch Tianjin, Drei Kronen 1308 Brauhaus Tianjin

German Chamber Tianjin Office:Room 1502, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073
Tel./Fax:+86 22 8787 9249
Email: tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de  Website: www.china.ahk.de
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OrganicVegetables
Growninthe

Highest Altitude Farms
in China HES—SEikENEE

Delivered Fresh Direct From the Farm
toYour Door MHEHEES , $HEFcRER

Yunnan Hao Bao Agriculture Co., Ltd, Tianjin branch
EFEENRIERATIREDNE)

it website: http://www.haobaoging.com/
s Tel: 022-60885066
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Address: 7F Hong Pan Building, Huang He Dao, Nankai District

ANERBERTE
HR CLUB

The Most Professional
'HR Association in Tianjin!

Warmly welcome to join us!

Learning

Communication Branding

Sharing Growing

Wechat Special for recruitment Weibo

HRCLUB Contact : 2423 -6877; 2423-6872; 157-607-15692
HRCLUB website: http://www.tj-hrclub.org
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Happ y opy life In the I{mdergarten
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The new semester is coming! At the end of last semester Hopeland International
Kindergarten invited all the students' parents to attend the School Open Day, to witness their
child’'s growth through a performance. At the event, in a rich and colorful program, the
children performed many different songs in English and in Chinese and danced. The whole
event made everyone feel that our children had really learned a lot at kindergarten.
Throughout last semester, the kindergarten organized a variety of exciting activities such as
face painting, a spring outing, a sports' meeting and celebrated a children's day. Over the last
year of study, every child had grown and learned so much! Now with the new semester fast
approaching, we wish all our chlldren a happy and healthy start to the year.
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Heavy Homework

by Carmen King

Sleep relates to health

Really though from east
to west, many will say no
matter how troublesome,

homework simply can’t
go away.

omework, one simple word that
H represents so very much and the mere
mention of it strikes fear in youngsters the world
over. With it one might learn, progress, and
succeed. Without it one might, well, our
adolescent admirers likely have a list longer than
their arm of what could be done with all that
after school time!

Still, the issue of homework and how much
to give is a real one. It is one that has plagued
educators, parents and students alike for some
time. The word homework appears to be used as
early as the 1600's. However, homework itself has
perhaps existed as long as learning. In that
anything not taught or finished at the time and
reserved to be done later, that is “work at home”
could well be called homework. So we see the
need for the word "homework” not only in
language vocabulary, but also in life in general.

In recent years, homework really has come
to be inseparably linked with school. Namely a
student goes to class, teacher gives homework.
Especially in China, really in the east including
Korean and Japan, academic pressure directly
related to homework has become an epidemic.
Stories of students staying up into the wee hours
of the night to hand copy Chinese characters or
memorize ancient poetry is hardly uncommon.
Many a movie has even portrayed the miserable
tale of homework stricken students who simply
can't take it anymore!

Really though from east to west, many will
say no matter how troublesome, homework
simply can't go away. After all there is the
practical issue of class only being so long, a
teacher only being able to teach so much, and
everything else, well, give it as home work.

In recent years homework in China has
become so heavy that some children simply
cannot keep up. There are some families who
decide to have the child pass on high school all
together, as that is when homework workloads
tend to peak. Some of such children go on to
trade schools which seemingly have much more
‘reasonable” class loads and even lead some
students to leaming a practical skill. However,
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culturally speaking these “drop-outs” face social
stress and even exclusion from some jobs
reserved for the "highly-educated”

Outside of possibly leading to some
children simply no longer attending class,
homework overload can also wreak havoc on
the sensitive developing minds and bodies of
those young in years. Without dispute some
pressure is good, however too much pressure
can turn the smartest of youths into a deep dark
spiral of depression and introversion. As
homework backs up, a student falls behind, it is
likely the criticism of teachers and parents will
follow, especially in China. This mental assault
may lead to a life time of social issues related to
‘not being smart enough’, or always “falling
behind” These are terrible labels for anyone
adolescent to be given. Yet, such might occur to
do homework overdose.

As to the physical trouble of heavy
homework in China look no further than the
bodies of the average Chinese child. Thin is
common, little to zero muscle of any sort is even
more common. Yet day in and day out these
feeble frames carry pounds of dead weight in
the form of books in their back packs. With no

Let everyone involved in
the“educational
lifecycle” thoroughly and

promptly re-evaluate the
role they play in guiding,
directing and influencing
young ones.

time for running, exercising, or anything other
than read, write, memorize, read, write,
memorize, these children are becoming
extremely underdeveloped in terms of aerobic
and anaerobic ability. The only thing it seems
measured by teacher and parent alike is the
child’s test score.

Next on our list of heavy homework trouble
is diet and nutrition. Let's not even begin to
discuss the issue of school lunches and any issue
related to their lack of quality or nutrition. The
even bigger bully stealing these kids breakfast,
lunch and dinner is homework. Many a story
exists of "no time to eat”just keep studying. For
those that do eat, all too often it is the saga of “eat
fast” This typically includes fat laden fast food or
growth stunting over processed packaged

garbage mistakenly labeled as edible.

Last but not least of heavy homework
related tragedies comes in the area of sleep. If
mental stress, lack of exercise, and malnutrition
werent enough of an attack on these
adolescents we have what is possibly the
proverbial “straw that breaks the camels back’,
sleep debt. Science and research have long since
proven the importance of sleep as it relates to
health. A healthy mind and body starts with
getting enough sleep. Never is this truer than
during the formative years of childhood. Not to
mention as children hit the chemical and
hormonal roller coaster known as puberty, a
good night’s sleep cannot be over emphasized.

Before jumping to conclusions or going to
the opposite extreme, this article is hardly
suggesting no homework is the perfect solution.
[tis very possible homework can not be entirely
avoided. Likewise teachers are perhaps not
entirely to blame either for the heavy homework
epidemic. In fact, teachers often have little to no
power in the grand scheme of things. The actual
source of all this academic pressure is related to
globalization and society as a whole becoming a
cesspool of competition. Parents with hopes
that their child is the next Chairman or CEO of a
company or country tend to start putting the
pressure on their children very early on.

When talking with a few local parents
about the heavy homework issue, surprisingly
several stated they believed in the value of heavy
homework. It was even noted the latest changes
from the top down include prohibiting teachers
during years 1-3 from giving homework.

Carry pounds of books in children sbackpacks

Teachers of years 4-6 can give only a reasonable
amount of homework” Comments include,
lessening "homework” doesn't in any way lessen
“test work” This is like saying you don't have to
run, just walk. However in order to make it to the
finish line on time, you absolutely must run.
Since the end tests children have to take and
pass haven't changed, a reduction in homework
doesn't really do much to set them up to
succeed. Even if teachers don't demand all that
extra study via heavy homework, the need to
“pass that final exam”will leave children needing
to study overtime anyway.

Thus a better solution would perhaps
involve  calculated adjustments in  both
homework and test workloads. After all, as one
parent noted no homework isn't necessary a
great thing either. Children being given a
reasonable amount of homework and finishing
it on their own produces a sense of
accomplishment. Surely this is a good thing for
young ones to have. As with so many things in
life, when it comes to homework we need to
avoid extremes. Neither too much nor too little
homework will get the job done. One thing is for
sure, there are tales of terror as it relates to
children not being able to handle heavy
homework. The worse of such include suicide.
While such cases may not be many, even one is
too many. Let everyone involved in the
“educational lifecycle” thoroughly and promptly
re-evaluate the role they play in guiding,
directing and influencing young ones. Now is
the time to trade heavy homework for
reasonable homework.
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How | Learned to
Stop Worrying and
Love the JingCha ...

A policeman is helping a man vvitk_l(_:lirectfon.

ealing with hot-headed and overbearing
D police officers is a daily occurrence, one
which many of us would enjoy taking and
casting into the bowels of Mount Doom to be
entirely eviscerated. That is the case at least, in
America. We're not in America though, and if you
have happened to purchase this magazine
under the illusion that you're in the States and
that kind Chinese clerk who took your money is
just some immigrant trying to attain the idyllic
life of the American Dream, it's about time for a
rain check. With that, welcome to China. The
food is cheap, the rise of capitalism in the cities is
awe-inspiring, and the police behave as though
it's the 1950's. Or at least they act like that strange
media version of the 1950's wherein the police
were the kind help of the community who
would chase down criminals with a baton rather
than blasting them to itsy-bitsy little bits with
military grade weaponry over a minor dispute.

I would hate to jump to such a hyperbolic
comparison and run the risk of drawing up
Godwin’s Law on Nazi Analogies within the
second paragraph of this article by relating the
American police force with the Schutzstaffel. It is
quite unmanageable to break that comparison
though when the American police force has
been so heavily armed with military grade toys
from our stint in the Middle-East that they feel
less like a neighborhood watch and more like an
occupying army. Marching in lockstep, clad in
stark black armor, shouting incomprehensible
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gibberish, bludgeoning down anyone who fits
the nebulous mold of “terrorist’, and humiliating
POW. civilians” On the bright-side though (for
those who drink the proverbial Kool-Aid), that's
not authoritarian rule, its FREEDOM! Freedom
that won't wait around for a search warrant or
bother looking into their rule books. They want
to freedom you like there’s no tomorrow, so who
needs that search warrant and probable cause,
the law is on their side because they are the law.

Alas though, this article is not entirely
about the militarization of the American police
and their disregard for civilian life, it's about the
cheery police officers which | described earlier.
Adorning light blue clothing and generally
holding a kind demeanor, it’s still challenging to
not see them as a threat when you first arrive in
China due to the wonderful police most of us
have back at home. It might simply be because
we're foreigners but these police officers will
stop you just to have a chat. Despite my
negative  outlook on the  American
law-enforcement, | do understand that a lot of
them are generally good individuals who feel
they're doing the right thing. That being said, I've
never met so many consistently kind police
officers in my entire life before coming to China.
Whereas American police perceive every
confrontation with a civilian as a chance for a
shoot-out (rightly so in most neighborhoods),
the police in China are quite lenient and act as
casual as a bystander.

After coming to terms that the police in
China are generally good people, | had to ask
myself,"If these officers aren't out keeping up on
ticket quotas and terrorising the general
populace over ridiculous laws, what do they
do?” It's outstanding that such an error in
reasoning would befall me that | couldn’t even
recall what police officers were supposed to do.
A few things came to mind though; serve and
protect, arbitration, acting as authority witness,
and being a public servant. Now you won't ever
see me snapping my fingers and ordering an
American or Chinese police officer to dust my
shoes or bring me a glass of water, but they are
supposed to act as servants to the public’s
needs. Do you need road directions,
suggestions for restaurants in the area, general
inquiries, or have a crime to report? That's what
police officers are for. We shouldnt act as
though they're too busy to point out a building
or a good place to grab some grub, since most
of them aren't hardened detectives trying to
solve the case of the Maltese Falcon. They're
supposed to be average community members
who hold some semblance of authority to

maintain order and keep civilians safe.

The diverse group of people you can meet
from all over the world in China only serve to
show that the police in this country are far less of
a threat and general nuisance than the police in
America, Canada, and England. While | can't
personally speak on the severity of the police
militarization in Canada and England, there’s a
general consensus that the police in those
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A policeman is escoting an old

The citizens do not have
any fear of the authorities

here and often feel they
are not even much of a
driving force for justice.

countries are significantly less sensitive and
demonize the public substantially.

Whereas the interaction  between
foreigners and Chinese police is generally
positive, the Chinese citizens hold a slightly
different view. The citizens do not have any fear
of the authorities here and often feel they are
not even much of a driving force for justice.
While it obviously takes an organized police
force to bust large criminal elements or to
investigate crimes; the same does not hold true
for small disputes on the streets. The police here
generally avoid small disputes between two
people and most of the time onlookers seem to
prefer this.

In America, people won't hesitate to call
the police to your home if you're playing
music too loud. Let me put that in
perspective. Your neighbor will not take the
time to go over and ask

you to turn down your music, but they will

call up people with guns to come talk to you.
They send people with guns to your house over
something that would have taken them thirty
seconds to do. This is not only irrational and
intimidating, but it's also a monumental waste
of time for the police and taxpayer money.
Chinese people though have no qualms with
solving issues on their own, for better or for
worse. It's great to see people handling their
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own problems up until the point where it
becomes Chinese “Frontier Justice”. If someone
is having a spat on the street, the authorities
usually let the situation unfold on its own. This is
great because it allows people to resolve their
issues together without having to involve
authorities and unwanted paper work. On the
downside though, this means when a situation
escalates, the police aren't present. There are
many news stories where I'm left wondering,
“Where are the police?” Is it the fault of the
involved parties, the bystanders, or the police?
Much of the blame could be in either the
inactivity of the police or just bystander apathy.

Where as the police seem to be easily
accessible in urban China, the same can't be said
for American police. There are constant remarks
about the infectivity of police response time in
America when it comes to the common citizen.
Despite a greater police presence, when you get
down to it, the root of the issue lies in bystander
apathy (the police act similarly as the bystanders
in some instances). Despite the issues of general
apathy and being absent during some
instances, the police in China appear to be
relatively helpful for the general populace and
are not viewed as a severe authoritarian force.
I've come to appreciate their presence, or lack
thereof, in some instances. Despite their
criticisms, they're much easier to live with than
authorities in other nations.
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TIANJIN IN PHOTOGRAPHS

To be honest, | must admit | knew
little about the rivers and bridges of
Tianjin before | started my photography
project LOOK BRIDGE. But ever since | hit the
road to look for bridges, | have been in a state of
shock. It is no exaggeration to state that Tianjin
has some wonderful bridges and each bridge
is like a beautiful painting. It does not matter if
the bridge is a hundred years old or brand new,
they always have something to contribute to
the history of Tianjin.

It was a special experience walking along
the riverside to view the 157 bridges. You can
see the similarities and differences in
construction and muse about why this bridge
has this or that. It seemed as if each bridge was
telling me its story and boasting about how
fabulous they really are..

Jintang Bridge, was the earliest iron
bridge in Tianjin and the only existing three bay
steel structured swing bridge in China. It was
an eye witness to the liberation of Tianjin. The
history of Old Jintang Bridge dates back to
1730. At this time a five grade clerk, named
Meng Yanzhou, took office in Tianjin. He found
the ferries across the river were unsafe so he
donated his salary to build a floating bridge.
The floating bridge was made of 13 wooden
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—The Earliest Iron Bridge in China

boats covered with planks. At first, the bridge
was called the Salt Pass Floating Bridge, but at
its east gate it was also known as the East
Floating Bridge. To commemorate Meng's
kindness, the ordinary people preferred to call
it the Meng Bridge. In 1905, Tianjin Customs,
the Consular Offices and Belgium Trolley
Company created a joint venture to build a
new bridge that was capable of carrying trams.
The new bridge was 76.4 meters in length and
10 meters wide. It had four meter tram tracks
and cost the equivalent of about 40 million
yuan in today's prices.
The new Jintang Bridge
was  finished  on
November 21, 1906. As
the builders considered
the bridge was firm and
steady, they gave it the
name"Jin Tang"

Jintang Bridge s
famous as it witnessed
the joining of the two
main forces of the
Chinese People's
Liberation Army during
the Beiping-Tianjin
Campaign. This was a

crucial step in the city's liberation on Jan. 15,
1949. Thus the lJintang Bridge has special
meaning to the Tianjin people and the people
of China.

In 2013, the government implemented
the Haihe River renovation project. The
authorities conducted repair work on the
Jintang Bridge. They restored the original open
style and improved its traffic flow. Now, the
Jintang Bridge with its beautiful scenery is
worth a visit. The Jintang Bridge is now known
as the "Glass Bridge” by the people of Tianjin.
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Tourists on the bridge
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Reach for the

Moon (cakes)

by Paula Taylor

ooncake season has come around
M again, or to give it its correct name, the
Mid-Autumn Festival. ~ Nothing untoward
about that, after all mooncake season comes
around every year doesn't it? You probably
know the legends surrounding this festival,
however this year there has been an
extremely big change which will affect all
sorts of businesses and all sorts of people.
Before we go into that, let us just remind
ourselves of a few things about mooncakes —
these are not your usual facts so do please
read on.

Incidentally, traditionally a round shape
is highly desirable in Chinese culture as it
symbolizes completeness and unity, and this
is why families would share moon cakes, with
the head of the house cutting one up and
handing it family members.

If you have Chinese friends you will know
that they are generous to a fault and love to
give gifts, the more extravagant, the better. It
is this generous spirit that means they rarely
buy mooncakes for themselves, they buy
them to give to others. Chinese gifts have to
come beautifully wrapped and presented.

The prices of the actual
cakes have risen by up to
25% with suppliers
quoting the high price of
raw ingredients.

Again as we know, sometimes the contents of
the beautiful boxes fail to live up to the
promise displayed from the exterior.
Sometimes the boxes are treasured more than
the gift. There is a whole new business which
has sprung up around this festival, that of....
you guessed it, the boxes. Some of these
things really are works of art. | was given a gift
set last year, | was fairly relaxed about the
mooncakes as they were comprised of the
very things | hate, red and green bean and
date fillings, but | could not bear to throw
away the box and bag that they came in,. The
more famous the brand name, obviously the
more expensive the mooncakes, and the
more spectacular the boxes. | am sure that
they must commission famous artists to
produce them. So around about this time you
will see people carrying mooncake gift sets in
various forms and their appearance will give
you an indication of the recipient’s status and
the giver’s attitude/affection for said recipient.
My friends generally bought one or two from
the local shop and gave them to me in a
plastic bag! The gift set | received last year was
a fluke, an unexpected surprise that came via
work. | knew that if | suggested to Mary that
she should get me something of similar
quality next time she wanted to give me
mooncakes, she would suddenly become
inexplicably temporarily unable to hear me.
Although it must be said she had no
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compunction about eating my expensive
ones, whilst her inedible cheap ones lay on
the table for weeks until | finally thought |
would either have to use them as a lethal
weapon (they were rock hard), or charge
them rent. Don't worry though, from my set |
gave Mary the ones | really couldn't stomach,
| never did get the thinking behind using
beans as a dessert.

Weird and wonderful alternative fillings
have been cropping up, although surveys
have shown that the Chinese public do not
like these strange fancy cakes, they actually
prefer the traditional fillings. At a hotel in
Singapore they are selling “12cm  snowskin
mooncakes bursting with rich and creamy
Mao Shan Wang (mountain cat king)” | had
no idea what mountain cat king was and | was
really relieved to find out that no mountain
cat kings were harmed in the making of these
mooncakes. In fact this is a variety of ....wait
forit....durian!! I don't know about you but |
can't stomach this smelly fruit. Once that
stench wafts up my nostrils, my stomach,
entirely against my will, comes up to meet my
mouth. Well these babies are on sale at $50
apiece. Another type is Snowskin with Korean
Black Garlic. | don't know what I would make
of these, but as they are filled with sweet,
smooth mung bean paste enclosing a potent
piece of Korean black garlic (purported to
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possess 10 times the antioxidant qualities of
raw garlic)...I don't think you will be popular if
you give this kind to your friends.

People are starting to complain that
mooncakes have never been cheap but now
they are being asked to pay even more this
year. The prices of the actual cakes have risen
by up to 25% with suppliers quoting the high
price of raw ingredients. So really you would
only give the eye wateringly expensive gift
sets to important people.

Now to discuss the thing that has
changed the face of mooncake giving forever,
in some circles that is. There is a huge
government drive to root out corruption, and
this has taken in the area of giving
inappropriately expensive gifts, including the
much mentioned mooncake gift sets. You
see, some sets are not really cakes at all, but
gold and silver pieces in the shape of
mooncakes and stamped with lucky animals.
I found this information about some that were
on sale in Guangzhou: - The silver
“mooncakes” come in two sizes 50 grams and
100 grams and are priced at RMB 850 and
RMB 1,700 respectively for each box of two
pieces. How about if you want to give this
type of gift to someone really, really
important? Well don't bother giving them the
paltry silver ones, how about splashing out,
on the gold ones? You can choose from 10

Moon cakes are best sellers in supermarkets before Mid-autumn Day

grams to 50 grams. Of course the price
depends on the up-to-date gold price of
gold, plus RMB 200 processing fee for each
one, but as a guide, one 50-gram gold
mooncake will likely be priced at over RMB
20,000 - of course you can't be a cheapskate
and give just one. This gift is an investment
after all, and comes with a warranty via the
state-issued certificates accompanying them.
So you can see why the Government is keen
to crack down on this type of gift, particularly
if State funds are being used to buy them,
hence Government officials, the Chinese
public will be glad to know, are being
watched.

This is an extract from China.org.cn.
“China is in the middle of a campaign to
exorcise undesirable work styles such as
formalism, bureaucracy, hedonism and
extravagance. Early this month, the
Communist  Party of China Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection issued a
circular urging officials to refrain  from
luxurious banquets and gift-giving ahead of
the Mid-Autumn Festival and the National
Day holidays from Oct. 1 to 7. Luxurious
mooncakes, referring to those sold at more
than 1,000 yuan a box and often bought as
gifts, have become a main target”. Don't you
think this gives the festival this year added
interest?
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Owning a Pet
inTianjin

by David Wong

pets, very few do, so official numbers are
unavailable, although | have seen estimates of
130 million dogs and | imagine similar number
of cats. Further estimates of about 10 million

here are no official statistics for the
T number of dogs or cats in Tianjin or for that
matter in China. Although it is a legal
requirement for dog owners to register their
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One breed of dragon i

If you are planning to
bring a pet from your
home country into
China, thereisa
quarantine requirement,
which is 2-4 weeks,
depending upon the
country of origin.

Dragon Li Chinese Cat

pets in Beijing and Tianjin are not unreasonable.

Attitudes towards pets in China are
generally not the same as Western thoughts,
where pets are regards as companions and part
of the family. You won't find animal rights or
animal welfare groups in China (with the
exception of a few foreign foundations with
branches in China — one is AnimalsAsia who
made headlines last year when they intercepted
a truckload of over 500 dogs bound for the meat
market and rescued them from being
butchered) The fact is China has traditionally
eaten dog and cat meat and believes that dog
meat is especially good to help withstand the
cold of winter.

There are still restaurants that serve dog
meat ¥8F Gou Rou and some have prominent
signs on the street and if not, it can be found as a
menu item. The big controversy is dognappers
stealing family pets acquire some of this meat.

However, as China develops and
consumers have more disposable incomes, pets
are being adopted and | see more families
having dogs and cats. This is also becoming a
big commercial business as one can see the
supermarket section for dog and cat foods
growing. Many foreign labels such as Whiskas,
Pedigree and Purina are readily available, either
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imported directly or manufactured in China.

There is also noticeable growth of Pet
Hospitals that sell petfood and supplies and
provide medical treatment. | was able to locate a
couple in Tianjin but | am sure that there are
many others. Naughty Pet Hospital at the
basement level of the Renaissance Hotel on
FaDa Street in TEDA http//wanpiteda.cn and
Tianjin Chang Jiang Animal Hospital in Nankai
District http//cjcwyy.cn However when | called
to confirm their services, the staff has limited
English so you will need to someone with
Chinese capabilities to help you. The hospital
hours are 8am to 8pm everyday.

There are also big dog restrictions within
large cities defined as dogs that are over 40cm
or 16 inches at the shoulder. | used to have a
Dalmatian, DeeDee my other ‘daughter” for 16
years. She was considered a large dog and
although she was registered, there was a period
in 2009 when there was a crackdown on large
dogs and police were capturing and putting
down big dogs that they could find, which
meant that | had to walk her after midnight.
These crackdowns happen when there is an
outbreak of rabies or human fatalities from dog
bites. The laws are not very clear on this and
even local authorities could not confirm what is
allowed.

For example, | was told that there is a law
against owning large dogs within the city
center, when | asked what is considered the
boundary, it was not clear. | was also told that it is
best to register the dog when it is a puppy in
order to ensure that it is within the “big dog”
restriction. When | asked what happens when
the puppy grows up and | have to renew the
registration, the comical response was: “Don't
take the dog with you to reregister, just take the
paperwork! The other comment was if | plan to
have a big dog, make sure | have an acceptable
breed, such as the Golden Retriever €% Jin
Mao because they are known to have a good
temperament. So much for the Pit Bulls and
Dobermans.

There are several Chinese breeds of dogs
such as the Pekingese known by several Chinese
names: Beiling Chuan JEZAR or GongTing
ShiZiGou =#ZE ¥ or JingBa HRE. There is
also the Chinese Crested, Chow Chow, Shar Pei
and XiaSi.

The only Chinese cat breed that | could
find is the Dragon Li, also called Chinese Li Hua,
Li Hua Mao J87&%# or simply Li Mao ¥4 is a
Chinese breed that was only recently
recognized in 2010.

The Dragon Li displays a unique golden

| certainly would not
recommend a big dogin
a Chinese city. There is
virtually no off leash

areas and the existing
rules are ever changing
and non acceptable for
large dogs.

brown, tabby pattern, distinctive ear tipping,
large round almond shaped luminescent
yellow/green eyes, and a strong full bodied
stature reminiscent of its wild nature. The
Dragon Li is valued for its unmistakable
intelligence, an uncanny cognizance in relation
to its surroundings, and its ability to interact
perspicuously with humans.

Although Li Hua Mao is the more prevalent
name for the breed in China, more recently, the
name Chinese Li Hua and Dragon Li have been
utilized internationally to reflect the symbolic
nature of China relevant to the mythical Chinese
dragon. A friend of mine owned one in Canada
and named him,"Mao’, one of the smartest pets
I'have known.

If you are planning to bring a pet from your
home country into China, there is a quarantine
requirement, which is 2-4 weeks, depending
upon the country of origin. There are several
companies that can provide this service and will
take care of the paperwork upon arriving. If your
pet is small enough that its kennel can fit under
your seat, some airlines will allow your pet to
travel with you in the cabin. Once in quarantine,
you may not be able to visit your pet until it is
released. Pretty traumatic for both of you so
check with authorities on this recent rule. Upon
departure, make sure you have all the vet
documents and up-to-date rabies shots.

Most hotels in China are not pet-friendly, so
you need to do some research on whether your
travels will include your pet. You may just have
to try sneak him/her in, which is fine, if it is a cat
or lapdog. When | used to travel with DeeDee,
my golf travel bag came in handy.

So if you plan having a pet while in China,
make sure you have the time and more
important, the emotional capacity to handle a
pet. In some ways it is more demanding than a
child because of difference in cultural attitudes.
Westerners will think of a pet in a much more

Dalmatian-cute when small but need lots of room for exercise

personal way that local Chinese. If you decide to
leave your pet in a kennel or with a local friend,
do not expect the same personal care that you
would expect at a North American kennel. |
certainly would not recommend a big dog in a
Chinese city. There is virtually no off leash areas
and the existing rules are ever changing and
non acceptable for large dogs.

One example of the hardships of pet
ownership is the lack of facilitation for cremation
of burial of pets. | learned the hard way when my
pet died and there was no way of burial or
cremating her, luckily I had a friend with an large
orchard to find a proper resting place.

So take your time with this decision before
making the big commitment.




TRAVEL

KL gt st

HRRERE MR PO Z R, REGITET SERANERERK EBERTO--KITEHER. RRNE
RINREER LR R RN BEER, EERKFERL, TBNES—F. SREBEIEXRFENA, EKERERRR
BTk KENE, TREDEBNHN, RIRATNESHTERE®.

KRITTFEFCARAL, B—MEARR. BR. BRTF—HONFKEKRE, HEATERERKKT. A
THER. B, BER. BRSPA. BRKX. JLEXRK. BEM. BREZ. NEVSASKAREIRNE. &
BEBRREAFAZ, FHNARHEETEEERERT. AFTRET, FOERAREERESHELH%T,
BT, HRMERHNRITAOZE L, AESCOKKAIRRTFHMBMRAN CRE THRRANE, Z2=
— BRI AR AL

KK RRZREFAITENRARSIE Z— BANENZI120T/A, SRERMIE, MMESTHHE—
&, MREMFE-NDZROTF, BAERERN T . Fd, EARBITFRZ2—HFIENE, EZHRFELEC
fRRBIBE,

IRIRIBRITTE B ERBITR, D0, BRI NN KESERANERS HELE,
B, XEREFEBREWYT—5, TANMIESHER, CERTHXUE, BRERTEFR, BFEA—
MREGFLHL, EELRS| T KNERMNFE, ABDNERINERERLREL.

MERRENA, RERROAN, RBWANEE, KiT7, EXIFVHALETEL. H%, HmT
BEEBHEHNKERE, BRRIFT-HEFER, BFARNEREETL/L. ABAMBNNHEIZER, it
RRBEREHDRNFRS, KITIKER, (RESHE.

Mi Li Fang

by Bryce Cristiano

n case you hadn't seen the news, last

I year in Chengdu the largest building in
the world was constructed. Complete with a
massive shopping mall, 1,000 hotel suites,

artificial sun, movie theaters, and an artificial
beach; it’s literally a city indoors. There's almost
no reason for citizens of this enclosure to leave,
and now you can be just like them. Tianjin just

offices, a mock Mediterranean village, an so happens to have it's own enclosure, and

Girl swimming in the-water

while it's not nearly the size of the New
Century Global Centre of Chengduy, it's still
worth visiting.

We're still in the midsts of heat, despite
the summer season coming to a slow end. If
you have not found the time during this
season to venture to the ocean and enjoy a
weekend on the beach, you're still in luck, In
fact, you are still in luck for the rest of the year,
even if the entire Bay of BoHai freezes over or
the sun is blotted out and the Earth is casted
into the cold and unforgiving life of drifting
aimlessly out of what was once our solar
system. Whether it's summer, winter, or a
nuclear apocalypse; you can always beat the
elements while enjoying the beach. Laying
approximately 27 kilometers from
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Wonderf%éﬁ-ehjoy all the amenities of a water park
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Of all the attractions, the
lazy river which spans
around the entire park
and goes through two
caves, is probably the
most crowded. If you're

looking to get away
from people, the hot
tubs in the mountain
section usually have
plenty of space and
seating to relax.

BinJiangDao, is a massive dome by the name
of Mi Li Fang, or The Rice Cube Aquatic Park.
Opened in June of 2013, the Rice Cube
Aquatic  Park is quite an interesting
engineering feat and wonderful place to enjoy
all the amenities of a water park without
becoming baked in the sun. The steel dome
makes for a massive enclosure which houses a
faux mountain with various heated pools,
three slides, a lazy river, a child area, one
massive wave pool, a cafe, and a food hall. If
you wish for some fine dining after getting
your feet wet, there’s a restaurant which
feature more expensive food than what is
served in the food hall (if you can believe that
because the food in the hall is already pretty

pricy). There are also V.LP. quarters if you want
to sit in a nice room, drinking the finest liquors
and planning world domination while looking
down unto a bunch of people swimming.
The Aquatic Park was built to
accommodate a total of 20,000 visitors per
day, so you can be certain you won't be alone
while enjoying your visit. Despite the massive
numbers of people, it seems easy to avoid
those massive crowds by simply visiting on a
weekday where you'll still have plenty of room
to swim in the wave pool and the lines for the
slides won't take too long. Of all the
attractions, the lazy river which spans around
the entire park and goes through two caves, is
probably the most crowded. If you're looking
to get away from people, the hot tubs in the
mountain section usually have plenty of space
and seating to relax. The lines for the slides are
short enough to allow you to enjoy the slides

multiple times. I'd personally suggest buying
one of the tubes because the slides can be
quite slow without a tube. Not to mention that
experiencing the crowded wave pool without
a tube is basically a death sentence as you'll be
bludgeoned by plenty of wise individuals who
bought the tubes.

One billion renminbi in investments
made it among one of the largest projects of
Tianjin's Service Industry. That high cost is
clearly reflected in the sheer size of the project
as well as the ticket admissions. Presently the
tickets are 120 renminbi per individual, but
that's bound the change throughout the year.
Surely the winter time prices will be cheaper,
but there's always the chance that visitors

during the winter time may find themselves
paying a larger price as the cost of maintaining
the warmth of such a massive construct must
be quite high.

If you have an afternoon to spare, the
Rice Cube Aquatic Park is just a three hour bus
ride away, via 652 at Xihuayuan. From there
you can either walk fifteen minutes up the lake
towards the water park, or get a ride from the
local scooter drivers for five renminbi. Plenty of
restaurants can be found immediately after
disembarking the bus and it's suggested you
eat before or after visiting as the price of food
in the park isn't a great deal.

Considering that the surrounding area
which encompasses the water park is still
under construction, you can expect to have
more things to do in the area if youre some
kind of sociopath who takes no pleasure in
water parks. Just due north across the road
from the park is the construction of what will
be a shopping avenue which will feature
plenty of fast food locations and stores to buy
high end merchandise. Just east of the water
park is the almost finished construction of a
massive cultural street which mocks the look
of Beijing. While it might not be fully
operational, the area is set to be a big
commercial epicenter for the residents and
tourists in the coming years with the rapid
expansion.

If youre looking to beat the heat, hide
away from the torrential downpours, or get
away from the smog; MiLiFang is the place to
be. There exist other water parks but this one is
worth the two hour trip as you'll be able to
enjoy a temperature controlled environment
which ensures a pleasant experience no
matter what day you decide to visit. While
many of us would love to actually go to the
beach, there’s nothing wrong with kicking
back at a water park for the afternoon and
being able to come back to the city in time to
get ready for work or school the next day.

A good place to beat the heat
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Knowing Nankai

by Carmen King

ankai 7 nankai is the largest district
N in Tianjin both in terms of area and
residents. Nankai district population estimates
range around 800,000-1,000,000. Nankai is
rich in history and culture, especially as it
relates to education. For example the top
ranking Nankai University s A% nankai
daxué, Tianjin University F#EKZ tianjin
daxué, and The University of Chinese
Medicineth B= 25 K Zzhongyiyao daxué all call
Nankai home.

A good option for a panoramic view of
Tianjin is a top the 400+ meter tall Tianjin
Radio and Television Tower X tiantda
located in Nankai. Nearby is the Tianjin Water
ParkXi#/K E/AR  tianjin - shui  shang
gongyuan which is an outdoor park with
several lakes and island areas. Olympic
enthusiasts will want to check out Tianjin's
Olympic Sports Stadium, X2 B ARIT 5zt Mk
B tianjin aolinp 1 ke zhongxin tiyuchdng
which you guessed it, is in Nankai.

Nankai offers a solid blend of commercial

Tianjin Ancient Cultural Street
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When it comes to living
in Nankai it is best for

expats to consider where
they want to spend most
of their time.

development with Chinese culture. For those
that want to get access to the “touristy” spots,
Nankai has it, in the Ancient Culture Street &
XAk guwénhua jié which is full of
everything “ancient China”and is a top tourist
attraction for those visiting Tianjin and The
Drum Tower Shopping Street& & Wk #rguldu
shangyeé jié which offers plenty of picture and
shopping opportunities. On the flip side if
modern shopping is more your style, than you
can check out the massive Joy City Mall K155
dayué chéng or the very expat friendly
Magnetic Capital BY R 83§ shidai aochéng.

The Joy City Mall K1it#fidayue chéng has
metro access directly to it. Simply take line 2 to
the &% g ulou stop. Joy City Mall has two
main wings inter-connected by a skywalk. It is
a typical multi-level indoor shopping mall. It
offers plenty of top brands such as UNI QLO,
H&M, GAP, Zara and even an indoor ice skating
rink. Magnetic Capital BB shidai
aochéng on the other hand is more of an
outdoor shopping area. A number of expat
friendly restaurants can be found there. It also
has a large E-Mart supermarket and is across
the street from The Tianjin Water Park&;27K_E
~E tianjin shu i shang gongyudn. Both
Buynow &AL bdindohuiand Cybermart #&{&
55 saibd shumd are located in Nankai
district, giving geeks access to pretty much
anything and everything digital.

For expats looking to study in Tianjin,
Nankai has a lot to offer. For example the top
ranking Nankai University BgFFRZ nankai
daxué has a host of overseas students. In fact,
it has been said that Nankai University has one
of the best Chinese language programs in
Tianjin. Tianjin  University X:#ZAZ tianjin
daxué also has a number of foreign students
studying there. The University of Chinese
Medicineth EE#5 K 2zhongyiyao  daxué s
perhaps the choice in all of China when it
comes to studying Chinese medicine and
quite a number of expats can be found
studying there.

When it comes to living in Nankai it is
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best for expats to consider where they want to
spend most of their time. As traffic can be a
bear within the district. Especially on the main
north/south roads of B & weijin U and 413
B honggi U wait times can be painful.
Therefore students looking to study at one of
the Universities are better off renting an
apartment on or near the campus if at all
possible. If you are willing to commute, two
Nankai communities with a lot of expats are Bf
R B shidai aochéng and FEYE100E BRI
yangguang 100 gudji xinchéng. Shidai
Aocheng is right next to the Shidai AoCheng
(Magnetic Capital) shopping center. Therefore
rent there is not cheap. Rents can often range
from  5,000-10000 RMB per month.
Convenience comes at a price. More
economic but slightly less convenient from a
transportation standpoint is the YangGuang
100 community. A decent place there can be
found for 3,000-5000 RMB per month
depending on the size. However, public buses
to and from there are limited. Therefore expats
living in YangGuang 100, best case scenario,
will have their own car or ride a bike.

Nankai will continue to grow as the
district  government  welcomes  new
businesses especially those from Beijing, as
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part of the new Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei
integration initiative  from the Central
Government. Expats should look into investing
in Nankai as well. The Central Government has
already reduced capital requirements for local,
joint and foreign ventures to zero. So expats
with a good idea and a “China Dream” can
consider opening a business in Nankai.

Of the six intra-city districts, Nankai has a
lot to offer expats. Be it culture, shopping,
study or sports, Nankai is a well-established
district within Tianjin's city limits. It was
officially named Nankai district in 1956 and
has since grown significantly. With the Tianjin
Metro Line 1 and 3 running through many of
the main parts of Nankai, traveling around
the district is only mildly convenient and
downright inconvenient in some spots.
However metro lines 5 and 6 are under
construction with tentative talks of opening
in 2015. This should finally truly open up
Nankai, significantly improving accessibility.
Nevertheless for expats coming to Tianjin to
visit, it will be hard to avoid Nankai as so
many main attractions are found there. It is
not surprising that the largest concentration
of expats living in Tianjin today call Nankai
home.




PROMOTION

Hanjin Group Chairman Cho Yang-ho to head 2018
PyeongChang Winter Olympics Organizing Committee

Hanjin Group Chairman Cho Yang-ho has been named head of the
Organizing Committee for the PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympic
Games.

Cho, who led Pyeongchang's successful bid for the Winter Olympics in

2011, was elected to the position in a meeting of the Organizing
Committee on July 31.

The Hanjin Chairman had initially turned down the offer to head the
Organizing Committee for the PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympics,
which had been left vacant by the resignation of Kim Jin-sun, citing his
‘responsibility within the Hanjin group, including the normalization of
Hanjin Shipping!”

In a statement released by the group on July 26, however, Cho said he
decided to accept the position as “many people in and outside Korea
recommended that | take it, and | also want to keep the promise | made
with the International Olympic Committee to work for a successful
Olympics in Korea!

“Now that I've agreed to take on the position, | will devote myself to
ensuring a successful Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang based on my
experience as head of the bidding committee,” he said.

Chairman Cho, in addition to heading the Winter Olympics bidding
committee, has also been president of the Korea Table Tennis
Association and vice president of the Korean Olympic Committee.

Korean Air increases frequency to Americas and
Southeast Asia for the summer season

Korean Air, South Korea's flagship airline, has announced an increase of
flights on its routes to the Americas and Southeast Asia.

The carrier is strengthening its routes to the Americas to provide customers
with more flight options. From July 24 to Sept. 10, flights between
Seoul/Incheon and Honolulu are increased from 17 times a week to 21 times
a week (three flights per day).

The airline also increases flights on the Seoul/Incheon-Guam route from
seven times a week from July 26 to Aug. 24 to 11 times a week to meet
increasing demand. The additional flights depart from Seoul/Incheon at 9:35
p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday and arrive in Guam at
3:15 a.m. the next day. The return flights depart from Guam at 5:15 a.m. and
arrive in Incheon at 9:05 am. The additional flights to Guam are operated by
a B737 seating 138 passengers.

Korean Air has also increased flight frequency to Southeast Asia to
strengthen its reach into the market. During the peak season July 23 to Aug.
24, flights between Seoul/Incheon and Chiang Mai, Thailand are increased
from four times a week to seven times. The flights on the
Seoul/Incheon-Nha Trang, Vietnam route are increased from two times a
week to four times a week from July 19 to Sept. 10 and Seoul/Incheon-Kota

Kinabalu from two times a week to four times a week from July 28 to Aug. 22.

Commencing July 28, Korean Air operates daily flights on the
Seoul/Incheon-Da Nang route with three additional flights. This gives
passengers from the Americas easier access to Da Nang, one of the major
port cities of Vietnam.

To meet the ever-changing needs of customers, Korean Air is continuously
expanding its network, allowing passengers to enjoy more options and
greater flexibility when traveling.

PROMOTION

Australian premium wine ‘Col Cross Shiraz'served

on Oceania routes

Korean Air's first class passengers can now enjoy the rich flavor and
taste of one of Australia's premium wines.

Starting July 29, Korean Air is serving Col Cross Shiraz, one of Australia's
finest wines, to first class passengers on Oceania routes, including
Sydney, Brisbane, Auckland and Nadi. The airline is also currently
serving French and Californian wines on these routes.

Col Cross Shiraz was born at Haselgrove Winery in MclLaren Vale, an
internationally renowned wine region in South Australia, which
accounts for 48 percent of all wines produced in Australia.

Col Cross Shiraz is a deep garnet-purple color with pronounced wild
berry notes and hints of smoked cured meat, raw wood spice and
chocolate. Medium-bodied with layers of black fruit and earthy flavors,
Col Cross Shiraz has a solid backbone of firm chewy tannins and
refreshing acid.

Col Cross Shiraz is made from the best small-sized grapes containing a
lot of sugar grown on Haselgrove's single cultivar Shiraz vines dating

back more than 60 years. It is matured for almost 18 months in oak
barrels to allow for fruit expression and complimenting oak tannin and
flavor. The wine is appreciated for its various and mixed aroma, which
you can feel only from the aged grapes variety.

Korean Air introduces the 10th Airbus 380

Korean Air, South Korea’s flagship airline, added its 10th A380 aircraft to its
fleet on July 29. The latest A380 went through the required tests in Korea
before making its debut flight to Atlanta on Aug. 3.

Korean Air operates 14 A380 flights a week on Incheon-Los Angeles and
Incheon-New York routes, and also seven flights a week between Incheon
and Paris.

The carrier also operates the A380 on the Incheon-Atlanta route,
strengthening competitiveness on long-haul business routes.

Korean Air’s first A380 was delivered in June 2011 and the delivery of the
10th finalizes the order. The A380 aircraft are deployed on long-haul routes
to the US and Europe.

Korean Air expands service to Chinese cities

Korean Air has increased frequency on its routes to China starting from
July, with the number of flights on the six China routes reaching 15
times in total.

From July 8, flights between Seoul/Incheon and Beijing have been
increased from 11 to 14 times a week. The additional flights depart from
Seoul/Incheon at 11:55 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday and
arrive in Beijing at 1:05 a.m. the next day. The return flights depart from
Beijing at 2:30 a.m. and arrive in Seoul at 5:35 p.m.

On July 9, Korean Air also increased its flights on the
Incheon-Guangzhou route from four times a week to seven times a
week. The additional flights depart from Seoul/Incheon at 9:35 p.m. on

Monday, Wednesday and Friday and arrive in Guangzhou at 0:05 a.m.
the next day. The return flights depart from Guangzhou at 1:15 a.m. and
arrive in Seoul at 5:40 a.m.

Flights on the Incheon-Yanji route have been increased to seven times
a week starting July 8, and on the Incheon-Mudanjiang route to five
times a week starting July 5. Come July 26 there will be five flights a
week on the Incheon-Wuhan route also, and from Aug.1, daily flights on
the Incheon-Shenzhen route, with the addition of three flights.

Providing services to satisfy customers’ changing needs, Korean Air
continues to expand its network to give passengers more options and
greater flexibility.
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The air was alit with a sense
of accomplishment and future
potential for a group of
international students in a lush
business office above AoCheng
Plaza. Akio Tajiri (Ken) and
JingRan  (Ryan)  overseeing
Young Professionals Tianjin and
Time Light Investment Ltd.
respectively; were both excited
to award the students of their joint internship program. Under the guidance
of mentors from all over the world and from all walks of life, these students
have assembled under three different groups to handle different social
issues. Ultimately, the issue of elderly retirement care was chosen as the
winning topic which went on to be worked on by the entire group of
students. While the award ceremony was held in private between the
mentors and the students, the fruit of their labour is already being seen, as
over one thousand elderly individuals have looked into the project. Given
that it was an award ceremony, little was said about the project itself as most
of the time was spent with the mentors giving last minute advice to their
pupils in what was an exciting and emotionally charged experience.

Not only had the students managed to put together a project for
retirement care, but they also spent a great deal of time producing a film to
show how the experience of Young Professionals Tianjin and Time Light had
given them a substantial amount of experience. From overcoming laziness,
shedding a disdain for public speaking, or learning how to handle surprises
in business; a great deal was learned over the five week program. It has gifted
them all a glimpse into their own future and has allowed some of them to
gain further insight into how they want to advance in their own careers. The
members of both organizations were kind and charitable people, so it will be
great to see where they go from here and who they impact next.

The 4th China Hotels New Vision Peak Forum and 2014 China Hotel
Fashion List Awards Ceremony was staged in Shenzhen recently. Hyatt
Regency Tianjin East received the Best New Open Hotel Award by China
Hotels Fashion List Award.

In 1986, Hyatt Regency became Tianjin's first international hotel —
and the first Hyatt hotel in China. With a 28-year history in Tianjin, Hyatt is
always committed to the mission of providing authentic hospitality and
making a difference to the lives of the people we touches every day. Hyatt
Regency Tianjin East heralds the return of sophisticated Hyatt hospitality
to Tianjin, where the Hyatt Regency name is synonymous with hosting
top-level guests, prestigious meetings and special events. Hallmarked by
contemporary style, convenience and comfort, Hyatt Regency Tianjin
East will once again become the premier address for dining, meeting,
celebrating and relaxing in Tianjin.

Rising 25 stories over Tianjin's Hedong District, Hyatt Regency Tianjin
East's strategic location forms part of the fast-developing commercial
hub connecting downtown Tianjin and the booming Tianjin Binhai New
Area business district. Hyatt Regency Tianjin East offers 306 spacious,
well-appointed guestrooms and suites. In addition, the hotel features
three international restaurants; more than 2,000 sgm of impressive
meeting and wedding venues; plus a full-service Yue Spa and 25-metre
swimming pool.
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10:00AM - 8:30PM, Saturday, Eeptemb
King Key Golf Country Club

Summer will soon bhe
over and that means
that AmCham China’s
Tianjin 2014 Fall
Classic Golf
Tournament is right
around the corner. awaiting for you..,
Sponsorships now

In addition to an availahble!

excellent day of golf,
the event will also
feature all-day free
flow drinks, a buffel
dinner, and lucky venir P

draw prizes. The rule sh RME 8,000 or in-kind equiy
will be two-person :
best ball.

Cash RAB 201 o in-kind eguivalent

i in-kind equivakent

Don't miss your
chance to take home
your trophy and
bragging rights.

n-kind or prize values over RMB 500

Entry Fee: RMB 1100 *

* The fee includes greens fee, golf cart, facilities and caddies, registration pack, lunch
on the course, free flow drinks, awards banquet, return transportation and lucky draw.
Banquet Venue: Renaissance Lakeview Tianjin

RME 300 for Banquet only

iPad minl, IPod and other fabulouws prizes

Far more information an purchasing Gokets or sponsorships, please call the AmCham China, Tianjin office at
0Z2-23185071 . or send an &-mall t& .1[|_El.'ulu_.hnn::.hm.l arg

Contact person: Anna LI

Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside has been awarded as - “The Best New Opening Hotel” by << Money Week>>
Financer's Choice - 2014 China Hotel Brand & Value Awards.

The selection of the final winners list is based on suggestions and recommendations of the hotel experience
score. This list aims to build China's hotel brand value guide, also provide the decision basis for hotel investors for
hotel brand.

Situated in the emerging metropolis of Tianjin City in Hebei district, Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside is a stylish
contemporary urban resort with unparalleled views of the picturesque Hai River. An artful blend of style, elegance
and modernity, Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside comprises 159 upscale contemporary-style rooms accented with
minimalist oriental touches. The extra-large round bath tub is available in most rooms, perfect for a good indulgent
soak with a chilled glass of bubbly. Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside is the first hotel of the group to present the
renowned Banyan Tree Spa in Northern China. The hotel’s five food and beverage outlets offer a wide range of
exhilarating dining experiences.
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PARTING SHOT
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REARREBAIRE

By Bryce Cristiano

n contrast to many other cities across the

world, Tianjin is remarkably devoid of live
music venues which is surprising given the
fourteen million inhabitants. While the city does
have a love for comedy and food, where’s the
love for musicians? Some bars do offer chances
for indie artists to perform, but bona-fide venues
for modern music are almost nonexistent. It
seems improbable that such a unique city
doesn't produce any large modern music scene.
Is it that 13 Club doesn't stimulate the needs of
the audiences?

13 Clubis the little brother of a venue under
the same name in Beijing. It's cozily nestled in
between two restaurants above a Starbucks in
the Italian Concession of Italian Style Town. A trip
up to the third floor, past murals of interesting art
work, will lead you into the venue. The large sign
above the building makes finding the club very
easy, but the small entrance to the staircase can
be easily overlooked. Admission for events isn't
too pricey, only costing 30-50rmb for events
which last about three hours. The drinks are
decently priced considering it’s in Italian Style
Town, only costing around 30 for cocktails and 20
for the beers, which seems to be an average in
the city.

The venue itself is remarkably cozy. Isolated
on the third floor, the venue is spacious yet has
enough nooks and crannies for you to find a
place to settle for enjoying the show, playing
foosball, watching the televisions, or relaxing on
the terrace. Why you would pay money to see
live music and not enjoy the live music, | don't
know. If that's your cup of tea though, 13 Club
has plenty to offer. The stage isn't anything to
write home about, it appears quite crapped for
the band but the sound system is great and
you're guaranteed to be leaving with a pleasant

Alocal band is performing at 13 Club

ringing in your ears if you spend any time at the
center of the stage. There’s a V.IP. section above
the stage that’s really unique because it allows
people to look right down onto the band playing
from the fourth floor (attic) area. This area though
appears to be mostly in use of the bands playing,
but I'm sure for a little extra you too could crash
on the soft couches and enjoy a different
perspective of the performance.

As far as the bands go, they were all very
well. The show was opened with a single female
singer who really set a mellow mood before the
next three bands spent two hours pumping out
a great deal of energy and having a blast on
stage. Most of the bands played alternative rock
and really had a great stage presence which kept
the audience excited throughout the night. Of all
the performances, the only one which really

Most of the bands played
alternative rock and
really had a great stage

presence which kept the
audience excited
throughout the night.

bombed was the final band. Shifting from
alternative rock to faux-death metal really cleared
out the house and by the time | departed, the
venue had gone from sixty people, down to
about fifteen. Turns out that people don't

appreciate someone just lowly grunting into a
microphone, and neither did |. Protip, there's
more artistic range in the vocals of death metal
than just lowly grunting. If | closed my eyes, | was
almost fooled that | hearing my dog about to be
sick with DIO playing in the background, rather
than a band.

It seems that people do have a legitimate
interest in live music in this city, but it isn't
fostered at all. The bands had a good time and so
did the audience. If people had more venues to
go to, or more opportunities to see these bands
they would understand the good artists who are
making music, but just not getting recognition in
China. It would be a terrible day for Tianjin if this
venue were to close, since it's really on of a kind.
Instead of obsessing over history, people should
really be willing to help modern artists grow.
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m Celebratory offers from 30% off
Best Flexible Rates*
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