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IST offers your children a welcoming, inclusive international school experience,
where skilled and committed teachers deliver an outstanding IB education
in an environment of quality learmming resources and world-class facilities.

I5T is... fully accredited by the Council of International Schools [CI5)
I5T i5... fully authorized as an International Baccalaureate Waorld School (1B)
IST is.., fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)
15T is... a full member of the following China and Asla wide intermnational school associations:

ACAMIS, 1SAC, 1ISCOT and EARCOS
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WEBSITE: WWWLISTIANIN.ORG Enail: iNFOERISTIANIN.NET TEL BE 22 2859 2003/5/6
WEISHAN S0UTH ROAD, SHUANGGANG, liNnaN DISTRICT, Tianiin 300350, P.R.CHiva



e

e

WELLINGTOMN COLLEGE
INTERMNATIONAL
TIAM]IMN

TIANJIN’S TRUE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
OUR TEACHERS IGNITE PUPILS' PASSION FOR LEARNING

+ H‘lghk,.- ql.:.:lll-"li:_'-:l teachers with extonsive exparience in the +  Commitment to an internatsonal outiook Ll'l.l'nu_gh -r':-n:h:mgm.
Brigizh, IPC and 1B curricula I;-:-:I't'rr..hlp and sErvicn

+ AN al!-rrnl.'-ru:l:ln,;_ enrchiment programime bar sports, Culbure + A premium Ern-.'lrﬂln,f_ programme aEmmg o -:FL-\'L'|-:|r.|
and arts where |[eaming takes plce as much outside as pupals confidence, oMMty Spirit FI:."FP*:'I'I'.IhIhE:" and
inside the classroom independence

FOR FURTHER DETAILS FLEASE CONTACT:

TEL: #8622 8758 719%/ 187 1148 78316
EMAIL: admissions@wellington-tiangin.cn

Mol Yide Dao, Honggiao Dristrice. Tianjin 300120 :) é ?:___""
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www.wellington-tianjin.cn
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Tl dernatsoniall Sohool i proed do hoid el sooneditabion
by the Wistern Assaclation al’ Schools and Cofleges (WASE)
and the Cowncil off Intermational Schiools (CT5)

—3- CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN *rﬂ:w({-

Walkathon Fundraiser 2014

24 TEDA.!!

A LN TERNATIONAR SEHGOL

Teda International Schoal
Mo.72 Third Ave.Teda.

Tianjin.China 300457
www._tedals.org

86-22-6622-6198



VOLKSWAGEN LEASING

[Tk iM] COMPANTY LIMETED
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Volkswagen Leasing
Tailor Made Corporate Mobility Solutions

EEELTEHR

Volkswagen Leasing has a long-standing expertise and international knowledge in fleet busi-
ness and has become the market leader in Europe. The unigue competitive advantage is based
on a wide scope of services, experience in customer care and an advanced fleet management
system.

In order to fulfill the needs of the Chinese customers, Volkswagen has expanded the leasing
business to China, Qur mission is to provide our valued customers tailor made mobility solu-
tions. By offering a transparent cost structure, flexible and efficient solutions and carefree driv-
ing experience, our customers can concentrate on the enjoyment of the car while we take care
of the rest.

Volkswagen Leasing (Tianjin) Co.,Ltd

Add: 101 Room No.7 Building, ZTE Industry Base, No.2 East Seven Road, Airport Economic
Zone Tianjin , China

Phone: 022-84925320

Fax: 022-84925319

E-mail: vwleasingchina@vwwisag.com
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CROWNE PLAZA
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Find Your Cosy “Nest” in Tianjin
Home Away From Home @ Crowne Plaza Service Apartment

Crowne Plaza service standard, various dining options, comprehensive service facilities around ... all at your convenience.

Embraced by besutiful lake, Crawne Plars Service Apariments are
convensently kocates in the touching and restanng Meilang community,
Our B3 - 13Fm! spartments are all fully furnished and equipped.
Accompansed with our friendly and rersunng sendce tearm, we alio offer
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ARIVA

ARvVA TIANJIN BiNHA SERVICED APARTMENT
RE - UHEESLN

The newly built Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
consists of 130 spacious and comfortable apartments with
beautiful fiver views. To meet the different needs of our
Residents, the apartmenls range from one-bedroom to
three-bedrooms, designed in a contemporary, luxurious
styla. Each apartment comes with a fully equipped kitchen,
spacious living reom and bedroom, separale dining room
and storage room. ArivaTianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
offers a variety of accommodation choices for both short
and extended stays.

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment has a complete
range of amenities, including the gym, meating rooms,
reading room, calé, restaurants, business centre, lobby
lounge, convenience shopping store, as well as children’s
playroom. Everything you need is within indoors—life, work,
and antertainment. All the apartmenis come with security
card access system and 24-hour security measures to en-
sure safety and privacy of guests .
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Arva Tisnjin Binhal Seniced Apastmend
25 21 Jm Shan Road, Haxl Deincd, Tangn 300074 P.R. China
A - MR
rREEAT A S E SR 359 300074
LERE + BE022715058 2000 - |/{ER +B5022 5058 A00A

werer Stayariva.com



JIXIAN

MARRIOTT
HOTEL

JIXIAN MARRIOTT HOTEL

Green Inspiration-
leading to sustainable
business trips.

Closely neighbouring Tianjin
Jixian's Fu Jun Park; facing Mount
Paninthe North; and a stroll away
from Cul Ping Lake: the luscious
grean scenery stretches as far asz
the aye cansee.

W offer S-star facilities and wera
swarded s 3-star gréen
construction rating; our hotelis
the first eco-friendly resort in
Jdixian. Here, alow carbon
emission is our goal, With cur
carbonemission recording
systam. you caneasily track your
carbon faotprint to earn exquisite
rewards,

Hare, natureis all around.
Situated near mountalns and
lakes, constructed using nature’s
raw matarials, you are constantly
surreunded by a “green”®
enviranmant, Heré, you are
enveloped with inspiration, With
nature as your muse, leading to
sustainable business trips.

MARRIOTT

Mo, & Fenghusngahan Rd, Yu Yang District, Jiisn, Tienjin 301900 Ching 1. B6. 22, 2017 9990 F. B6. 22. 2017 9595 marriottjixan com
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Safety Warmth

Acd: No.34 151

Avenue TEDA r....:;-.-.

Comfort
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Hopeland mspmadanial Lraongaresn Woipang Campus Hopedand Inhematonsd Kndopanien Simfang Campus  Hopaland Semational Kindengarsn Haen Campus

Address Ho T Hiandeo Mdde Boad Wesi Sode of Addresa Mo 48 iagriang Steet. WWesin Scush Roasd Acdines. Mo 5§ Cuiba Moad, Masparsg Bay, Taspi
Jiglang South Bood. Tlann [y
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MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
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WARNER GRAND RESIDENCE
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CONFIRM YOUR BOOKING WITH US
BEFORE DECEMBER 31ST, 2014.
YOU WILL ENJOY THE LOWEST RATE, FREE GOLF

AND OTHER SPECIALS
Suites From: 140m?- 585m?

v Plpad In hot spring woler i Daily breakios

o Alr condiffoning 4 Housekeaping service

o 24 hrs Conclarge and securlty guard (axcept woeekends & holldays)

o Wil access in opartmeant and public area S Underground parking www. wgresidence.com

Mo 12, 2nd Avenue, Teda, Tian|in VIP HOTLIME: +86.22.6012.09029/8000 +86.151.2295.1800
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Hairy Crab Season is here!

Our Shanghal Halry Crabs are full of roe, and thick tender

fiesh. Thieir color, smell, and taste are best enjoyed withodt
any seasonings. Their rich and smooth texture is an exotic

tasting experience you can'l afford miss,
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Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside

1R ElBIS
For more information, please call 2627 8888 ext. 2211

Holiday Inn
Phpado Shopping Mall, East Hals Rosd. Hebis Deslncl, Teangn =
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www . exploringtianjin.com

Travel

Joausts orcclion, oyl opencied. Tronsponolicn

Download Jin Magazine
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Discovering Tianjin

CoIIectlon of

New Tianjin Location Starting November 4th _ Support
at King Hall Hotel

Address: No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District J
(T Y X PR R 452245 it People who share our
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby i goals and beliefs
www.TJIE.com - i ShUi . All of these things help us

to discover how we fit into
the place that God has
put us.

Encouragement

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
* Phone: 8829 7772

* Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com _— . fellowshi

» TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com e Sdﬁldna;)s;t%'g(\;v;lvllpor
Open to foreign passport holders only. 10:00 AM in Ti.anjin or at

cheng RS 10:00AM in TEDA as we
TlANJlH ‘4 T E D A B discover God and His
(=l i & B EoE T A King Hall Hotel
FlLLOW S 4 D TIAR:-1 ¢ :., Address:No.22 Huanhu Zhong Lu great plan together
RAFETH ] 8 XA ) o 5 225
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WHAT'S ON

11/27-30

Tianjin Grand Theatre

Tianjin Binhai International Convention & Exhibition
Centre, 5th Avenue, TEDA, Tianjin

EETREREER
EiEERSEHI

I

11/07

Dance Drama: The Rite of Spring

£ZR (+R-FZK)
W AR ER

%
22‘4_,
- L _.-'_

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
KEKEIBE AR ETESAL

11/22

String Quartet Concert
HBERFENEIZ-—-ZFEZE RS
i
BEEHHRERNSRE-VIVACEAS
20:00

Western Shore Art Salon,

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZARIE AEXAEILEIS

11/07

Kunqu Opera Concert
BTH-wof-—ArRlERS
Hll: RETREHERHARS
20:00

Western Shore Art Salon

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZAE AAKKAEILEIS

11/15,16

Ballet: Le Corsaire
EEER (E&E)

EY: FEEASZEESE
10:30&15:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
REXEPE AR FETEXLF D

11/22

Piano Concert by Xie Yuan
and Student
hENEZITZRI9

BT ENEE RS

EE: Bt %

19:30

No.88, Jianshe Road, Heping
Tel: 23320068
MFXEILHKSBS

Western Shore Museum

11/01,02

Children’s Play: The dog A Ba
JLER (/NaFTE )

il tRERANEFEERE
10:30&15:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
KiEZRRBIBE AP X FLEST H

11/04

Public lecture: French Film
—MIBR—XEEH

FifA: RERIFKE

15:00

Western Shore Art Salon

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZAE AAXAEILESS

11/09

Piano Solo Concert by
Peter Ritzen
HEFZNBMEFTFRES
HE: HEA%

19:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
REKREIBE AR FTES L

11/25

Public lecture: The Art of Vocal

Music
HFINERBZ—FEFRER
FiFA: BERAE

15:00

Western Shore Art Salon,

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZARE ABEXAEILEIS

Tianjin Concert Hall

11/01

Chamber Concert

B RNENES

B EHERRENES
19:30

No.88, Jianshe Road, Heping

Tel: 23320068

FEXEIZIK88S
i

11/15

Chinese and Foreign Classical
Chorus Works Concert

B I FSNZEEIBIERE
HERE

il tEEZESBEARE

19:30

i
. ‘,]j-r A E

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
REXEPE AHEXFETEXLF D




10/27

Traditional Thanksgiving

Buffet & Cartering

Tel: 13821611049/13920614814

Don't Miss

Serving Expatriates in Tianjin Over 10 Years
Home Style Specials Every Week
Steaks, Burgers, Pizza, Ribs, Cold Beer&Great Drinks

iraditional g
Than

ks

Tel: 13821611049/13920614814
Email: theupperdecktj@yahoo.com

VAN

Public lecture: Oriental Music
PERE—FRHER

FiFA: KFIE

15:00

Western Shore Art Salon

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZARE AARAEILEIS

11/18

Public lecture: Classical Guitar

HEE
EFifA: FRE
15:00

Western Shore Art Salon

No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi

Tel: 8622-23263505
ARZARE AERAHEILHEIS

11/14

Pipa Concert by Li Guangzu

and Student

KN EER
—FHEIFEEEST RS
WE: FHEE

19:30

No.88, Jianshe Road, Heping
Tel: 23320068
EXEIZIK8BS

11/28,29

Music and Poetry
FR—PEHF00FEFHERS
EH: TEE, FE. FHE. i,
KRR, BENE

17:30

Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
Tel: 83882000
KRERRIBE WX FELELFD

KRR 54 KB

www.heilaishequ.com
HET BT RS ETHR

185 TI/MIEBAR ¥ BER
L FS L RN jB
L E.F B 1 LK g

G-l id
DEEEEB KLY T
R vents: (0RG-002-28 348860
English: 18622100845
BB A &
1432 d AdeiEde
HeEFOE. ..

en.promatechinamarket. com

PLM
# R F

www. promotechinamarket.com

Business info
in here

[RIEFEEE RN EREE
ZEEBEARLE
PCM Tec Co., Lid
fk & Fax: 0086-022-28258809

& Mhotline: O0R6-022-28111628
ym:translationtechinesa

skype: chestnuttread9
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China approves expanded opening
of Tianjin port

B PERERZBOEH—RT ANINTRITR

E &R EERAERZE O RH—RY IR, #eREEn
EAEXSNTRUKE 1205 AR, Bk RL69 AR, FEXINTIG
SORARI7AN . ENR, WRESRAENRES O EFBUKEMA7T0ETTAE
Y RENMS0FETTAE, WBLFLDKMT8INEY KENM48RE, HANEN
AR TEMEE 1461, FRRBER NG, XY KFRARER,
REBEARE—NB0FAAENEREALES, B ELTINENIRIZS
RN R,

China has approved a plan for expanded customs service and
international trade in the northern major port of Tianjin, the world's
fourth-largest harbor by cargo throughput. Under the plan, the water
area of Tianjin Port open to the world willincrease by 1,120 sg km to reach
1,590 sq km, said an official of the Port Service Office of the Tianjin
municipal government recently. It also includes construction of 71 new
berths, raising the total number of berths to 146. The expansion will serve
Tianjin's goal of building an international port city. "To achieve effective
and convenient opening up, coordination is needed between
government departments and port authorities in customs services," the
official said. The largest comprehensive port in north China, the Tianjin
Port has established trade ties with more than 500 ports in 180 countries
and regions around the world. The port's cargo throughput exceeded
500 million tonnes in 2013. Located on the coast of the Bohai Sea, the
Tianjin Port is exceeded only by the Ningbo-Zhoushan Port and the Port
of Shanghai in east China and the Port of Singapore in terms of cargo
throughput volume.

Peking University to support
start-ups in Tianjin

B ERAREFeIFEIN (K2) B EEHXEE)

HRENX SIERAFEEELBOERAFECFENN (K2) EirAE
RIBRE, ZEMBER AN IEERE AR E, FRENEZIL. tliFEts
IEERS . FITEI20165E, ZEHIE RITARIEIISIVE 1000 KM E, 1
£ LT B 500N U £, BAATRB 100N E, dnsEd 50N M L,

An innovation and entrepreneurship base, built by Tianjin's Binhai
New Area and Peking University, was unveiled in North China's Tianjin city
recently, according to the science and technology commission of the
Binhai New Area. Built by Binhai New Area and Peking University, the base
will help entrepreneurs by providing services such as training, a business
incubator, and an accelerator for development. The entrepreneur
incubator center will provide complete services primarily to early-stage
companies with unique technologies. It is estimated by the base's
director that more than 1,000 entrepreneurs will be trained in the base.
Furthermore, above 500 projects will be collected for the incubator
center, among which over 100 projects will be incubated. The
technological cooperation among Beijing, Tianjin, and North China’s
Hebei province is being continuously developed. Recently, Beijing and
Tianjin~ have signed an  agreement on  building the
Binhai-Zhongguancun Science Park. With resources from both Beijing
and Tianjin, the science park is expected to be a sustainable top-ranking
global modeling project with innovative ideas.
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" Major water project passes inspection

AboutTianjjin | Travel | Living | Business | Arts | Multimedia |
Tianjin Updates | Media Center
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: The first phase of the central route of the South-to-North Water Diversion Project is ready to
! be put into full operation, with the project inspection passed on Sept 29 by the State Coundil's
! office of the diversion project commission.

| The office said that the central route's full operation will begin after the flooding season this
| year, in October.

\ The first phase of the 1,432-km central route will play an important role in alleviating the
, severe water shortage in arid northern China, including Beijing and Tianjin municipalities, and
! Hebei and Henan provinces.

! The main part of the construction, including more than 2,000 canals and tunnels, were
1 completed in December.

| In the severe drought that hit Pingdingshan, Henan province, this year, water authorities
\ transferred more than 50 million cubic meters of water through the central route to the city,
. providing water to more than 1 million residents.

! When the route's first phase begins operation, about 9.5 billion cum of water will be
! transferred a year from the Danjiangkou Reservoir in Hubei province through Henan to reach
! Hebei, Tianjin and Beijing.
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i Four provinces and cities including North China’s harbor city of Tianjin have become pilots
1 for cruise shipping, according to an announcement from the ninth China Cruise Shipping and
i International Expo on Oct 15.

: In order to develop tourism in international waters, Tianjin has started to establish an
, international cruise purchasing and distribution base, cultivate high-end cruise professionals, and
I increase the number of routes year by year.
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This year, Tianjin's cruise industry is going to embrace new opportunities. These include
becoming one of the pilots of Chinas cruise tourism approved by the National Tourism
Administration, being the demonstration base of cruise shipping established by the Ministry of
Transport, and building a more convenient customs clearance system.

For tourism in international waters, the cruise itself is a scenic spot and recreational place.
Tourists can enjoy the relaxing and recreational facilities on board and experience activities such
as watching the sunrise over the ocean.

Meanwhile, Tianjin will develop an international cruise supply system, which will be based
on the establishment of the China International Cruise Purchasing Association in Tianjin, as well as
a series of favorable policies, in which the city will attract more cruise companies to build a
purchasing center.

Furthermore, Tianjin will improve training and education for cruise personnel, especially
high-end professionals.
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Letter from the Editor

s we enter into winter, we need to take care for our families to avoid the cold

and flu season. Two of the articles in this month's issue provide you with tips

on fighting the common cold and recipes for soothing the winter cough
and sore throat. So prepare some sweet pear soup or ginger coke to ward off those
winter blues.

Our feature article this month is about Chinese etiquette and what are some of
the unique rules and cultural differences that expats should be aware of in order to
avoid faux pas or misunderstandings and just generally fit in. It amazes how many
expats are trying hard to adapt by learning the language and local customs.

Do you think the recent smoking bans have made life better for us
non-smokers? It has been a few years now since the government has implemented
no smoking in public areas and recognized that second hand smoke is as harmful to
actual smokers. We look at some recent changing attitudes and mounting pressure
to prevent smokers from affecting us with their habit. The government is considering
further restrictions that hopefully will be implemented by the end of the year.

Our people article will look at Tianjin's music scene and one of our recent writers
just arrived in Tianjin from living in Japan and compares the differences in living in
these two different cultures.

With the October holiday behind us, there are no major holidays until Spring
Festival next year, which happens February 19, 2015 the year of the lamb. Remember
that most countries will reset their clocks for daylight savings times when their times
are set back one hour. Canada and United States will make the change November 2
and most of the European countries October 26.
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Monica Wang

Got a passion for Tianjin?
Want to share your China experience?

Are you a veteran expat with tips and
tricks of the trade?
In tune with the expat community?

JIN Magazine is looking for freelance writers to contribute articles to the magazine in all areas.
If you are interested, please get in touch with editorial@jinmagazine.com.cn
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hat comes to

when  you  hear
Downton Abbey (a
recent popular British
series set in the early
19005 depicting
proper English life)?
Perhaps it is the prim
and proper way in which the nobles of old went
about their daily life. That lifestyle of yesteryears
when compared with the modern world of
instant gratification may reveal etiquette is
something we can all stand to brush up on a bit.
Etiquette varies based on location and situation.
Therefore let’s discuss how expats etiquette
should adapt when doing business, handling
academic affairs, interacting with family and
sharing a meal in Tianjin.

Business is one of the major reasons expats
may consider coming to Tianjin. Be it opening
your own company or working for a firm, expats
will come in contact with Tianjiners on a daily
basis. While the rules of the road as it relates to
business etiquette back home may be deeply
engrained, keep in mind these may need to be
readjusted upon arrival in Tianjin.

What are the basics of Tianjin business
etiquette? Tianjin business etiquette can be
summed up in  three words: “respect,
professionalism, preparation’. These three aspects
are both unique in themselves and interrelated.

", patgshould be aware that aboVe

spect®is King when interacting with
executive pect in what sense?

Tianjinbusiness owners must feel as though
“you” (the expat) respect “them” (the local boss).
This makes sense in application of the golden rule
for human interaction. Namely doing unto others
as you hope they do unto you. We as expats
certainly hope to be “respected’, so we should
begin by “respecting” others. The “respect”Tianjin
bosses are especially looking for is that of feeling
as though you view them, their business, their
product and Tianjin as “worthy”; worthy that is of
your time, effort, and respect. Don't overly stress
how ‘great” your home country, company,
product or service is. Do convey a confidence in
what you represent.

There is a Chinese phrase (52785} chdng
yang mei wai) which literally translates to: worship
west fain foreign. This phrase carries a negative
connation, such as in describing a person who
seems to “worship”anything and everything that
is from the “west” Here the “west” represents
anyplace outside of China. This “fain”for “foreign”is
simply because the product, person, or thing isn't
“Chinese’, not necessarily because it is actually of
higher quality or character. Expats need to be
especially cautious so as to not give the feeling
that they and their goods are more advanced,
developed, and modern simply because they are
foreign, or are representing an overseas company,

Be prepared and professional in busi

sure Tianji
display true professionalism when interacting
with them. Professionalism is the second key to
Tianjin business etiquette. This professionalism
should be seen, heard and felt via the dress,
grooming, speech and actions of expats in Tianjin.
Business attire should make the packing list
for expats coming to Tianjin with career
aspirations. Yes, that means a suit and tie for men.
Skirts, dresses, business slacks and blouses for
women. This should be teamed up with a nice
pair of dress shoes. Don't show up to business
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occasions overly casual. Don't wear jeans and a
t-shirt because you think you are in “China” and
things are different here. Tianjin expats often are
seen in very casual clothing. This is tragic if you are
going to an interview or conducting business of
some sort. Bottom line, this is a lack of
professionalism and respect.

Tianjin bosses will also view expats as
"professional” if you have business cards, some
relative flyers or company material and or a
welbsite. Business cards are a minimum for expats
wanting to do business in Tianjin as they are used
extensively. Tianjin business etiquette requires a
business card to be given to all those being met.
This means bring more than a few cards to that
next business function. Often Tianjin bosses may
attend with a secretary or other staff as support. A
card should first be given to the boss, then to the
other members of their staff.

Business flyers are quite inexpensive yet will
go a long way in letting the boss know you are
serious about working together. Note, don't pass
out these flyers immediately upon meeting.
Rather, a typical first meeting might go as follows:
first, initial greetings and exchange of business
cards; second, a brief personal and business
introduction; third, express interest and respect

for the Tianjin boss you are meeting with, asking
for the opportunity to learn more about them. At
this point, the Tianjin manager will begin
introducing his business. Don't talk too much
about you or your business. Do politely and
patiently listen to the Tianjin executive.

Third on our list of Tianjin business etiquette
is preparation. Things to prepare include your
wardrobe, business cards, flyers and website.
While at current a website is not mandatory, they
are becoming more popular in the Tianjin
business community. In addition, prepare a local
cell phone number, local email address, and
WeChat  (#fs  weéixin)  account  for
communications. You should also consider
preparing a small but meaningful gift to be used
for business purposes. Note, this is not to be
confused with a bribe nor does it need to be
overly expensive. Before coming to Tianjin, expats
should prepare a collection of items to be given
to bosses upon the initial meeting or after the
relationship has progressed to the point of doing
business together. Particularly items that reflect a
bit of your home country or culture and that are
not available for purchase locally will be
appreciated. Each time expats go home to visit,
you should have your"list”of bosses to get a little

gift for. Again, don't confuse this with bribing
them or giving something ridiculously expensive.
Instead, the goal is to convey ‘respect,
professionalism, and preparation”; the three keys
toTianjin business etiquette.

How to Help Kids Adjust
to School in China

Respect not only helps adults adapt to new
work conditions, but can also help kids ease into
a new school, whether it's local or international.
So can working hard, adjusting to floating
schedules, and rolling with cultural expectations.

At local schools, respect for the teacher,
from both students and their parents, is vital.
Some schools actually have rules stating parents
must always side with the teacher. This can be
challenging for expats. Though every expat we
spoke to with kids enrolled in local schools was
married to a Chinese citizen and had long-term
plans to live in China, there were still a wide gap
between what they and their children’s teachers
viewed as proper communication.

Charlotte Edwards, a former American
international schoolteacher, has a six year old son

Learning some tips about gif
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attending a Chinese first grade class of 46
students. Parent-teacher communication takes
place through an online platform called QQ,
Chinas ragingly popular instant messaging
service. The teacher communicates with parents
about scheduling, homework assignments and
individual student performance. Both children
and parents can be praised or criticized. If a
parent gets angry over a comment about child
and fires back online, it's problematic. Edwards
recommends parents not disagree with the
teacher directly or publically but instead tackle
issues by making contact in person. While many
Western and international  schools  have
parent-teacher interviews and more formalized
means of communication, “it’s easier for parents
to talk to teachers in a (Chinese) school’, says a
Chinese teacher at an international school in
Tianjin. Parents can simply have their child pass
on a request for an informal parent-teacher
chit-chat.

To fitin, students need to work hard, and be
perceived as being hardworking by their
teachers. Model students become examples that
are held up by the teacher and by the parents of
other students. Teachers have good reason to be
invested in successful students; their financial and
career success may depend on them. Edwards
says that when students are successful on tests,
teachers may receive higher salaries and
bonuses, while teachers without high-achieving
pupils may be moved to less desirable locations.
To ensure as many students as possible do well
on exams, teachers often assign several hours of
homework each night and lecture students
about the importance of studying hard.
Sometimes, parents lavish gifts on teachers to
attract extra attention to their child. Edwards has
heard of Chinese teachers on occasion being
given gifts such as MacBooks and dinners out.

While many Western countries are moving
away from tests as the sole measure of student
success, China focuses on test-driven education.
Students who learn to ace tests are considered
successful. Children can secure or threaten their
entire future—and the future of their parents—-with
the grade 12 national test. The Chinese
international teacher in Tianjin said it is a student’s
‘one chance” get into a good university and
secure their career and can be loosely compared
to diploma exams in other countries or the SAT in
the United States. He remembers a childhood
spent preparing to write the Chinese national
test, finishing school at 400 pm, having two
hours of additional self-study, and then going
home at 6:00 p.m. to complete homework. Study

Edwards says that when
students are successful
on tests, teachers may
receive higher salaries
and bonuses, while
teachers without
high-achieving pupils
may be moved to less
desirable locations.

time was all-important, even if it meant making
up for missed school days on the weekend.
Accepting that sometimes school runs on
the weekend and learning to roll with a loose
schedule can help make family life less stressful
and help students be more like their peers. At
local schools, and some international ones, the
schedule is not chiseled into stone and printed
out one year in advance the way it is in other
countries. Days can be lengthened and weeks
extended. Edwards says that her son’s school
finishes around 3:30 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. However,
teachers can keep children later and Edwards'son
is sometimes in class until after 5:00 p.m. He is also
attending school on Saturdays until November to
make up for 10 days that were missed when
construction delayed the school opening. Some
international preschools and elementary schools
ran classes for seven days prior to the national

holiday in October. While expat parents and
international teachers objected, the schools
remained open and classes were well attended.
After the holiday, certain expat parents and
children who chose not to attend school on the
weekend were scolded.

One of the most important ways parents
can help their kids better fit in at local or
international schools in China is to “remind
children where they are;"said the Chinese Tianjin
international teacher. That means adhering to
school rules, adapting to Chinese culture, and
respecting the background of students from
diverse backgrounds. International schools in
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Tianjin can have students from more than 25
countries. There may be just one single student
from a country or a significant population.

A Canadian international high school
teacher in Tianjin recommends parents and
international school students learn a little about
how they and their country are viewed by others.
Being prepared for positive or negative
impressions can help insulate students from
stereotypes. As expats, many people have
experienced delightfully positive and less than
warm and fuzzy receptions from people of other
countries. Students may find their peers in an
alternate reality when it comes to history,
geography and facts or they may have never
heard of each other’s countries.

The same Tianjin teacher recommends that
parents and students avoid trying to guess where
another student is from, but rather ask
open-ended questions and have an open mind
to new people. He actually finds that it can be
much easier for students to stay more flexible
than their parents, so perhaps it's worth listening
to lessons learned on the playground.

While fitting into a new school can be
challenging at home, it can be an even bigger
adjustment in a new country facing language
and cultural barriers. With a little  effort,
understanding, time and experience, students
can end up fitting in faster than their parents.

Family Etiquette

Even in family connections, its wise to
handle what should be a more casual setting
(family meals) with tact and professionalism to be
best of your ability. If someone stays in China long
enough, chances are that they will get to know
people who will invite you to family events or
dinners as throwing a foreigner into the mix is
quite the wild card. People can generally expect
any Chinese family to treat guests with utmost
respect since they wish to show off the
respectfulness and manners of their family.

Discerning family dynamics can be as easy
as looking into the behavior at the dinner table.
For guests coming into a family, there’s the
necessity that instead of only eating one dish,
they grace the table with a plethora of food. This
abundance is to show the good hospitality of
their family as well as that they have an excess for
guests. Like most families around the world, it's
commonplace to eat smaller meals while
reserving feasts for guests. The same rings true in
the Chinese dinner dynamics.

This hospitality is also expressed in that it's
common for your hosts to drop portions for all of

the dishes into your bowl, making it quite feat in
consumption. Even drinking can be easily over
blown to drunkenness with all the toasts that
occur during a meal to glasses of baijiu BE.

Taking the guest out of the equation leads
to aslightly different experience. Family etiquette,
much like in Western culture, can go from very
traditional to extremely casual. Casual families
aren't all too common in China right now, but
their prevalence appears to be increasing over
decades and should continue to do so as new
worldviews inseminate into Chinese culture and
the middle class grows. While the traditional
behavior isn't based on religious ties, there can be
a lot of control and force into the hands of the
parents.

Parents hold a great deal of power over their
children and have jurisdiction where their money
goes, what kind of job they get, and who they
need to marry. With the accelerated rise of
Chinese capitalism, parents understand the
necessity for proper education and marriage so
it's uncommon to see leniency on those fronts.
Unless a child can be exceptionally rebellious,
theyre doomed to a fate decided by their
parents. They often conform to these roles
because of the conditioning of school, which
often times doesn't enable free thought and
creativity (not a unique trait of Chinese
education). It's usually all for the best of their child
though, since the parents want to find security in
their child's prosperity.

Parents in the family are to be treated with
great respect by their child since they too pour a
lot of effort into helping mold the future of their
child. They strive to give back to their children, to

s
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make money for tuition, to make the right
connections for their future employment. It
seems like the overbearing nature of Chinese
parents is simply the care they have. A lot of this
has to do with the traditional standards but it
seems strengthened by both the one-child
policy and the turbulent economics of China,
which  have seen feudalism, capitalism,
‘communism’; and imperialistic capitalism over
the course of a century. The uncertain outlook
over the century has lead to an adoption of the
mentality that families need to do everything in
their ability to look out for one another and to
accumulate a mass of extra income to
strengthen their security. We see this reflected in
the overbearing behavior of the new Chinese
bourgeoisie, who spend extravagantly on
adorning their brides in gold while behaving in a
typically new money manner.

Regardless of their extravagantly daft
spending decisions, the Chinese families have a
strong underlying sense of tradition that really
parallels all western systems. There's always
parental dominance over the family based on
age, so the grandparents hold most of the weight
and respect within the family.

Ifa guest toa Chinese family wishes to show
equal respect, it can be suggested to bring gifts
or simply handle yourself in a mature manner. A
good suggestion of gifts not to give would be;
clocks, green hats, shoes, and handkerchiefs. All of
those are quite strange gifts, so that shouldn't be
a terribly hard task to avoid. Bear in mind that if a
guest brings a gift for their host, they will leave on
equal terms. Anything too expensive, and a guest
may be so stuffed with so much food that they'll
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burst as the host will want to make up for the
costly gift.

Dress conservatively and presentable, as
there’s a chance your hosts may want to take
pictures with you. Also, bear in mind that while it's
polite to decline gifts of food and drink from a
host, they must be declined several times before
they surrender the gesture.

If you behave belligerently like some kind of
imperialistic invader, you should not and will not
be treated with respect. While it's understood
that foreigners may not understand some of the
manners within Chinese families, most families
will be accepting if a foreign guest at least makes
a recognizable effort in humility. While it's
uncommon, there are instances of tourists and
expats acting like they own everything and can
treat individuals like jerks, please don't do this. If a
family is kind enough to open their home to
regardless of if it's in China, United States, of the
8th Circle of Hell; you treat them with respect.
Judge the habits of your guests and see what
kind of consumable gifts would be appropriate
for them at future dates; ie. coffees, teas,
cigarettes, and alcohol. You can't go wrong with a
decently priced wine or other alcohol.

Eating Etiquette

Since eating is such an important part of
Chinese life and culture, you need to learn some
of the etiquette and manners when dining with
local business partners and friends or most
important if you are trying to impress prospective
clients or future in-laws.

A good example of not understanding local
customs is a scene from the 1992 movie Mr.
Baseball with Tom Selleck where he is an
American transferred to Japan to play baseball
and trying to fit into the culture. He is invited to a
Japanese home for dinner and the host's mother
has prepared a beautiful meal and like the
Chinese, she serves the dishes and humbly states
that the dishes are not very good and probably
has no taste. Selleck tastes and agrees and
proceeds to pour soya sauce over the dishes. At
this point the host almost faints.

If you are having noodle soup with Chinese
friends, don't be surprised at the loud slurping of
noodles. From the young to the old and ladies
alike, it is a habit bred when they are children.
With reference to children, there are separate
standards for children. Years ago, children were
expected to eat separately from adults but now
with the one child policy most of the attention is
now directed to these “Little Emperors”and sadly,
most are being spoiled by the attention of parent

and two sets of grand parents. Etiquette ground
rules for these young ones seem to be thrown
out the window but there are some basic rules
that we should abide and hopefully when these
children grow up, they will also observe them.

Chopsticks kuai zi, ¥ being the standard
fare in Chinese eating, should not be played with
and used as ‘drumsticks"while at the dinner table.
You should also lay them down on the table in
between bites and picking up the food. NEVER
stick them into your bowl of rice and leave them
resting upright in the bowl, this is a sign of death.
| have seen people holding the chopsticks and
bowl while using the other hand to use a spoon,
quite a show of flexibility, but very poor manners.
In a similar fashion, don't gesture with chopsticks
in your hand while talking to others. If you really
have problems using chopsticks, ask for a knife
and fork, especially for those visitors that have
little experience with them in the past.

Unlike Western eating, where individual

Do not search and select
but stirring the dish of
food to find the perfect
morsel of food that you
want, not only is this
poor etiquette, but
unsanitary as you put
your personal chopstick
from your mouth to the
public dish.

servings are all on your own plate, Chinese meals
are served on several dishes that dinner guests
select. So it is important to observe some rules of
engagement on the public course. Do not search
and select but stirring the dish of food to find the
perfect morsel of food that you want, not only is
this poor etiquette, but unsanitary as you put
your personal chopstick from your mouth to the
public dish.

Although many restaurants now provide a
common chopstick (gong kuai zi 2£F) on the
table of dishes and you should use these
chopsticks to transfer food to your own plate,
thereby avoiding the use of your saliva coated
chopstick in the public dish. Some restaurants
also provide two sets of chopsticks, usually in
different colors, to every guest so they can use

one for selecting food and the other for eating.
You should still pick the morsels that are closest
to you rather than picking pieces on the other
side of the plate.

With regards to drinking spirits, wine, beer
and liquor, don't drink by yourself. When you
want to have a drink, turn the guest on either side
and offer a toast or raise your glass or clicking
glasses; do not start eating or drinking before the
host makes the first move. If there is a large table
and clinking glasses with everyone for the group
toast is not practical, the Chinese have invented
the tradition of clinking the tumntable and
referring to this as “surfing the net” If someone
pours you a drink, refills your glass or teacup, the
common gesture is to tap the table near your
glass or cup.

This tradition was developed from a story of
Emperor Qianlong #zF& about 300 years ago
when he travelling in battle, disguised as a
commoner in order to avoid capture. During a
meal with his troops, he was serving tea to his
companions and they could not bow in respect
and betray the Emperor so they used their fingers
on the table as a form of Kowtow. This gesture
has now been accepted a general form of thank
you during the meal when someone pours you a
drink. It is very convenient, especially if you are in
a middle of a conversation.

When you are the host, it is customary for
him or her to serve you the first piece of food. If
the item is something you do not want to eat, just
leave it on your plate but do not refuse it, as this
would be rude and awkward. Same with drinking,
if you do not drink, state so early. It is very difficult
to just have a few, especially if there are many
people at the table. You will likely offend someone
if you only drink with a selected few.

In the past, especially business meals were
very extravagant and much more food than
could be eaten with much waste and leftovers
due to the hospitality of the Chinese hosts. It
would be shameful and bad form if the plates
were empty at the end of the meal, because it
would show that the host was not generous or
guests were leaving hungry. This has changed
with recent government policies to prevent
waste.

As mentioned previously, the Chinese are
very hospitable and treat guests with the utmost
respect. So remember that whatever the foreign
devil has done which is unwittingly an affront to
Chinese etiquette, you will likely be forgiven that
you are a foreigner and just not aware of what is
proper Chinese etiquette. So relax and enjoy, just
use common sense and show respect and you
should be fine.
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The View from
Nowhere

by Daniel McCool

George Holoway
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homas Nagel in his book, The View from

Nowhere, suggests that we ‘can think
about the world in terms that transcend our own
experience or interest, and consider the world
from a vantage point that is’" in Nagel's words,
“nowhere in particular’

When | spoke to George Holloway, a music
professor at the Tianjin Music Conservatory, this is
how he described the result of his experience in
China: living in a foreign environment has
allowed him to take a step back to look at himself
and his way of viewing the world, what is right
and wrong, and general conceptions regarding
social behavior and linguistics.

“In order to develop a global awareness,’
says George, “we must get out of our own
country” He recounts the story of a Chinese
friend who studied at university in Europe. She
thought her professors were not ‘honest’
because they would praise student performance
as‘very good'when, as she thought, they actually
were not. The understanding that the teacher
wanted to positively encourage the students
was not to be semantically understood.

At university in England, George had an
avant-garde professor of musical composition:
the teacher was adamantly against the classical
following of a strictly formulaic approach to
composing. This is, perhaps, what sowed the
seed that would emerge in Georges own
emerging approach to teaching. He teaches
three classes at the conservatory.

George's harmony class has 30 students
and an even gender ratio. The students study the
theory of harmony: he provides them a melody
and they write additional notes to create a
harmony. The students, he found, had already
studied the first half of the book (in order to pass
the entrance exam). So he is now focusing on
reviewing that first half before taking on the
second.

George’s  post-graduate  class  studies
analysis and 20th-century music. He developed a
curriculum involving Bache interpretations of
20th-century pieces, but the students were
unable to cope and engage with it. He had to
return to basics. He has found that the students
are just not capable of being creative, often
producing pieces that were much like their
teacher’s own.

George's foreign-study class is composed of
Sri Lankans and Indonesians. They study Western
musical notation and theory. Again, he designs
the curriculum himself. The material he created
spans 1,000 years of history and analysis. He also
practices ear training with them.

This has not been an easy journey for
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George. Among many difficulties, the easiest to
solve has been ascertaining his students’ levels.
He found that his students come from various
different majors, having different needs for his
class, and that they all have their own natural
interests and skills towards music. Now, he
adapts his material and tailors homework to suit
the needs of his students.

Upon entering his employment, he was
surprised at the lack of job training and

He has found that the
students are just not
capable of being

creative, often
producing pieces that
were much like their
teacher’s own.

orientation: he was not told how to loan a book
from the library, or where to find certain facilities,
for example. The administration has hired many
teachers before, so they must thoroughly know
the procedure, but George has felt as if he has
been on a need-to-know basis. He has also
found that he needs to adapt to sudden,
last-minute changes.

In addition to these classes, George tutors a
children’s choir pro-bono. A fellow conducting
student from the Central Conservatory in Beijing,
Lai Jiajing (whom George considers to be the
best in China), teaches the lower two classes,
Haydn and Mozart. George teaches the two
upper classes, Schubert and Bruckner. Boys and
girls and in equal proportion in the classes and
are aged from 10-15. Primary study focus has
been on singing by ear but is shifting more
towards reading scores and sight-singing. They
have their first performance on 26th December
at the Tianjin Grand Theatre. George and Lai
Jialing’s groups will perform alongside the Tianjin
Philharmonic Choir and separately. George's
groups will be performing the Sussex Carol as
well as a German medieval Christmas Carol, In
Dulci Jubilo. He wants the audience to
experience the flavor of the Anglican choral
tradition.

Is this what you expected you would be
doing?

“This has been totally out of my comfort
zone. I'm an avant-garde classical composer! |

like weird-sounding, abstract, and intellectual (or
at least emotionally extreme) abstruse music,
which almost no one likes or understands,
especially in China where Western classical music
is even only just beginning to find a wider
audience. Two years ago | never imagined I'd be
working with children in singing Christmas
carols! And | must admit, it has been for that
reason both terrifying and, at least in preparing
the music for the rehearsals, somewhat dry”

Is being a conductor much like how you
imagined?

“I'had a moment last Sunday when it came
time to start the rehearsal when | paused for a
few seconds and just didn't know how | could
switch into ‘happy children's choir conductor
mode. | froze! | just couldn't make anything come
out. And then | just got them to stand up and
start doing some stretches like | always do, and
then got them to start waggling their fingers like
worms, and then that was when something
special happened: | saw the innocent and playful
glee on their faces at the ridiculous idea of
waggling their fingers like worms, and I suddenly
found the energy to become that
teacher/conductor they need”

’

What have you learned working with
children?

“I've learned that one has to do these things
responsibly; one has to plan the rehearsals so
carefully. I've learned that children, even young
teenagers, really like silly games. How did | forget

that?! I've learned that | don't really know how to
be strict with children: there are usually one or
two Chinese women who assist on me with the
rehearsals and, being Chinese, they know exactly
what to say and what sort of discipline the
children need. I've learnt that children are not
logical and have no personal sense of
responsibility, so you have to do all of that
thinking for them — and how did | forget that,
too?! I've learned that even | (who never before
imagined what children would find fun) can
make children enjoy making music, and what an
amazing art music education in itself is”

Within his 3 years of studying, working, and
living in China, George has come to understand
a lot about himself, his journey into
conductorship, and what it means to be
culturally different. He has learned how to adapt
to a variety of students and how to suit their
needs. He has also learned how to operate
within a professional environment when
expectations are thwarted.

George's experience has been truly
insightful, indeed, and it was my pleasure to have
been able to sit down with him to explore his
thoughtful perspective on and living in China. In
the future, he hopes to hold a concert in
conjunction with the Tianjin  Philharmonic
Orchestra, which he believes will be an
absolutely life-changing experience for the
children. There may also be two or three
additional performances later in the year. Please
do see his choir perform on 26th December at
the Tianjin Grand Theatre.
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Barista in Tianjin

by Carmen King

c offee or tea? In Tianjin for most locals the
answer has been and continues to be teal
However, as the tides of change continue to
crash on the shores of Tianjin, coffee is becoming
more and more popular. All around Tianjin coffee
shops await you. From the major brands of Caffe
Bene, Costa, and Starbucks.

With all these coffee shops and coffee
drinkers in Tianjin, so comes a business
opportunity. No, not opening another coffee
shop. Instead, ground breaking Korean expat
James Cho and family have opened what they
are aware is the first ever coffee academy in
Tianjin!

Rather the goal is to try
tofillin a gap in skilled

labor or specialized
knowledge as it relates
to a specific service.

The DS Bean Academy now makes it
possible for Tianjin locals and expats alike to
become coffee baristas! At the academy, coffee
enthusiasts can become coffee professionals.
Being trained in everything from the basics of
beans to the awesomeness of latte art. Graduates
are ready to go to work in coffee shops around
Tianjin.

Not just good news for coffee lovers
looking to make a career out of the beverage
they love to drink, DS Academy is a great case
study for expats looking to do business in Tianjin.
Following up on the expose of the onslaught of
“blind business"in Tianjin, it was refreshing to see
DS Academy doing some decent leg work
before opening their doors.

Korean founder James Cho had coffee in
his “genes”as his grandmother had founded one
of the first coffee houses in Korea. At the time, it
was commented that nearly no one in Korea was
drinking coffee, let alone thinking about opening
a coffee shop. Yet, as the years have passed, Korea
has turned into one the biggest coffee drinking
places in the world. The Korean born coffee chain
conglomerate called Caffe Bene and their 1,585
coffee shops around the world proves this!

As the story goes however, grandmother
did not continue in the coffee business. Had she
done so, as the Cho family jokes, it might have
been them running “Starbucks’ Nonetheless a
passion for coffee was passed on, and although
James went on to do other business ventures
outside of the coffee industry the seeds had
been sown. In time, Mr. Cho turned coffee beans
into a profession.

James has obtained a collection of coffee
related certifications. Some are issued by the
Specialty Coffee Association of Europe. This
makes him an authorized “SCAE Trainer” With the
acquisition of such coffee expertise came the
idea to found not a coffee shop, but a coffee
academy! Taking his creative energies a step
further and leveraging existing business
contacts, the DS Bean Academy made its way
from Seoul Korea to Tianjin! The academy is
located in Hexi district within the Center of
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International Exchange; which is located on the
campus of the Tianjin Foreign Studies University.

From a foreign business owner starting a
business in Tianjin, let's look at what James did
right. First, he had real knowledge of a real
profession. Instead of just “liking” coffee and
thinking that was enough to start a business.
Second, he took the time to acquire in-depth
expertise in a specific area of knowledge. Add to
that  obtaining internationally  recognized
certifications. Third, he leveraged existing
business contacts in Tianjin to make a warm
transfer into the local market and obtain a solid
on-campus location.

This type of planning and personal
investment is critical for any expat wanting to
open a business in Tianjin. Don't bring “good
ideas"with no“good plan’ Dreams need to meat
reality by taking the time to acquire industry
expertise and real hands on skills. We should not
just “think” we are good at something. Instead
Tianjin expats need a way to quantify there skills.
In some cases certifications do this nicely.

Another aspect DS Bean Academy did well
was to find a business opportunity that has not
been played out. Training and certifying coffee
baristas was certainly a new concept in Tianjin.
Too many expats simply come to Tianjin and
“duplicate” something that has long since been
here. Expats need to examine what type of
businesses are lacking. This doesn't mean
“inventing” some new “product’, as virtually
everything from iPad's to ketchup has found its
way to Tianjin. Rather the goal is to try to fill in a
gap in skilled labor or specialized knowledge as it
relates to a specific service. Avoid arriving as
another jack of all trades, master of none. Try to
do something other than just “teach English’

Let's flip the coin and look at becoming a
barista in Tianjin from the other side. Instead of
being the business owner, think of things from a
career planning point of view. Barista training is
offered at DS Bean Academy in English, Chinese

Be it as a barista working
as an employee or an
actual owner of a coffee
establishment, the key is
to master those coffee
making skills.

and Korean. There are two types of certifications
offered. One is an internationally recognized
SCAE (Specialty Coffee Association of Europe)
Certificate. The second are non-SCAE certificates,
issued by the DS Bean Academy itself.

Which certificate is best? That depends on
one’s coffee career goals. Since China currently
does not have a national standard or Chinese
certificate issuing institution itself, for becoming
a barista at a local coffee shop, perhaps a
non-SCAE certificate from the DS Bean Academy
will hit the spot. This allows
the barista to get all the
necessary skills from bean
grinding, milk steaming, to
actual drink  making. If
however the goal is to work
abroad, or at an international
chain coffee shop such as
Caffe  Bene, Costa, or
Starbucks than acquiring the
SCAE certificate may be a
better option as it an
internationally  recognized
institution.  However the

SCAE certificate requires more monetary and
time investment.

With so many coffee shops around Tianjin,
becoming a barista isn't a half bad idea.
Especially when compared to spending years at
college only to graduate with the possibility of
not having any tangible “trade”that can put food
on the table. Too many colleges are focusing on
“abstract’, “theoretical” majors  such  as
International Trading. Many majors are highly
subjective. Professors all to often lack real-world
experience and do little more than regurgitate
text book theories. In contrast becoming a
certified coffee barista may not only give expats
and locals alike a solid foot in the door with local
coffee shops, but perhaps even open up
opportunities to join global firms.

Bottom line, tea in Tianjin is still living
strong; however, coffee is also a major up and
coming trend. Despite what many may think,
not all coffee is created the same. Mr. James Cho,
Authorized SCAE Trainer of DS Bean Academy
will be happy to prove this too via his on-sight
microscopes and other advanced coffee bean
testing technology. As such, real hands on
training is needed to become a barista in Tianjin.
Learning from the experts at the DS Bean
Academy is one option for doing so. Be it as a
barista working as an employee or an actual
owner of a coffee establishment, the key is to
master those coffee making skills. Now is the
time for tangible skills to meet market demand.
Hard work and long-term practice often make
the recipe for success when it comes to
mastering a trade. Combine such specialized
skills with business acumen and one goes from
barista to entrepreneur.
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Expats or Outcasts?!

By Moe ElGareeb

I t's this time of the year when you start

thinking about home and whether you're
travelling this year or staying in China for the
holiday season. Last year's holiday season seems
so far behind you now yet youre hanging to
those few memories of family and friends and
occasionally flip through the several pictures
you've taken on your phone while back home
last time.

But hold on a second ... Where exactly IS
home?! You spend 11 months per year in China
and if you've been here for long then you know
the streets and shops here more than you know
the ones back home, first because you might
have forgotten some of them and secondly you
are not up-to-date on openings and closures
going on within your city, neighborhood or even
your street back in your country of origin.

What is home? Is it the place where you
were born? Is it where you grew up? Or is it the
country that issued your most used passports? Is

it where you got your first job? Or maybe where
you met your significant other? Or where you
had your children? Or even where you spent the
past couple of years? Or is it just where you
currently work and reside? For some of us each of
these significant life experiences occurred in a
different city, country or even continent.

| believe that where and how you do
business has a significant effect on where you
call home. As countries go, there are hugely
different work and investment cultures from
country to country and continent to continent.
For example, if you're an outgoing risk-taker who
likes working with large risk margins, with
minimal  safety nets and frontier-like
environment with much potential for profit but
also much potential for loss, then youd probably
like working in China and you might gradually
start thinking of it as"home’.

On the other end of the spectrum, if you're
the quieter type with less appetite for risk and

| believe that where
and how you do
business has a

significant effect on
where you call home.

exploration, and more for refined delicacies,
youd probably be more comfortable working
and living in Western Europe, especially the UK
and Germany. There youd find the economic
and financial stability that you'e looking for
along with less bewildering business scene.
Between these extremes, youd find many
mixtures of risk and stability and different flavors
of environments that might influence your
decision on where to call home.

In the United States for example, youd have
more economic freedom than the EU but along
comes more risk and regulation which might
impose some stress on you personally and on
your working culture and ethic. There are also the
ASEAN countries of South Asia where youd find a
similar market to China but with less of the
frontier tendencies of Mainland China.

In most cases, | found that people tend to
call home the place where they feel more
attached to, not just in terms of family and
cultural ties, but more in terms of personal flairs
and preferences. Many expats from the EU have
been living in China for years and grew to call it
home as they now feel that the EU is too boring
for them. On the other hand, some expats feel
that they still cannot call China home and feel
much more attached to their countries back
home because they feel that China is too stressful
for them.

In fact there are Chinese nationals who
reside in the west now and feel that they miss the
anything-goes feeling they had when in China.
Others on the other hand feel that they are now
more settled in the US and the EU because they
feel that life in China was just going too fast for
their liking.

Hopefully you've made up your mind on
where you'll call home as the holiday season is
quickly coming up and you need to figure out
where youre going to spend it before ticket
prices spike too much.

Send your comments and questions to
Moe via moghareeb@gmail.com

The Profit Hunter®© Diary

The Profit Hunter® Diary continues with more real-raw-unedited business & technology management and entrepreneurship digests from China and emerging markets brought to you by Moe "The Profit Hunter©"
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Car Leasing

n order to fulfil the needs of the Chinese
I customers, Volkswagen has launched the
leasing business in China. Volkswagen leasing is
part of Volkswagen Financial Services AG, the
professional  financial ~ services  provider  of
Volkswagen Group worldwide. The leasing division
has a long-standing expertise and international
knowledge in fleet business, and has become to
the market leader in Europe with its great effort. Jin
Magazine is honored to talk with Dr. Frank Galas,
Director of Fleet & Leasing for Volkswagen Financial
Services in China about their business and future
perspectives.

1. Could you briefly introduce your career
path in Volkswagen?

| started my career at Volkswagen in Germany
1998. Before my assignment to China, | worked as
Head of Fleet Business at Volkswagen Germany. |
am dedicated to offer corporate customersin China
state of the art Leasing and Mobility concepts.

2.Comparing buying a Volkswagen car,how
can leasing be a more money-efficient way for a
company?

There is no doubt the importance of liquidity
for a company. Leasing needs less money compare
with buying cars, so it can save lots of money for the
enterprises. The company can use the money for
production or investment to get more profits and
reach maximize asset allocation.

We all know that cars are consumables, new
cars depreciate faster. So compare with buying a car,
leasing can effectively avoid the asset depreciation
caused by new car depreciation.

Maintenance is important. When  we
purchase a new car, we often purchase car
maintenance and car insurance etc. to ensure we
can enjoy a carefree journey, but we need to take
care of them individually. However, if you choose
Volkswagen Leasing, you only need to pay the rent,
and we take care of the rest for you.

Besides, leased car does not belong to the
company's fixed assets, so it is good for the

What's the competitive
advantage of Volkswagen
Leasing among others?

Quite simply, we are
professional.

organizations optimize the capital structure and
reasonable tax avoidance.

3. For clients, if they choose your leasing
company, their choice is only limited to
Volkswagen cars. Why do they still choose your
company if they can also rent Volkswagen cars
from other leasing companies?

First of all, Volkswagen Leasing has access toall
Volkswagen Group cars, such as FAW-VW, SYW, VW,
Skoda, Audi, Porsche, Bentley etc, cover different
segments of cars with different leased prices. We
can effectively meet the needs of various
enterprises.

Data shows that from January to November
of 2013, German cars were sold out 3,106400,
account for 19.23% of total passenger car sales.
Compared to 2012 the market share of 1844%,
2013 German car market share further enhanced.
Because of the excellent quality and good

reputation, German cars gained more and more
recognition. Volkswagen cars occupy a significant
share of the overall German car models.

Indeed, based on the market demands, some
other car leasing companies also provide
Volkswagen  cars. Whats the competitive
advantage of Volkswagen Leasing among others?
Quite simply, we are professional.

Because we understand the most, we are
most professional. Relying on the Volkswagen
Group, we are not only provide car leasing service
for our clients, but the One-stop car leasing service,
contains the Volkswagen Financial Services, Vehicle
Delivery and Registration, Replacement car,

Insurance, Maintenance, Wear & Tear, Tire, 24h
Hotline & Road-side Assistance, Fleet Monitoring,
Remarketing, etc.

4.What do you think of the perspective of
the market in Tianjin?

According to statistics, the Tianjin market has
about 1,000 leasing companies currently, vehicles
scale over 10000. But there are less than 15
enterprises which have more than 5 employees
and over 50 vehicles scale. Even more, less than 5
companies have 5 offices all over China. With the
development and improvement of the leasing
market, consumers will care more about the brand,
standard of service and risk-resisting ability when
they make decisions. Brands with financial strength,
good reputation and widely distribution network
will ultimately win the market.

Although the car leasing market of Tianjin is
limited at the moment, but we are confident to
foresee that the leasing industry will continue
developing because of official vehicles reform and
other policies changes, the optimization of liquidity
demand of SMEs, leasing recognition and
preference etc.\We can expect the explosive growth
of the China's leasing market in next decade. And
Tianjin as one of the new-first level cities of China, it
will become the main car leasing market force
following Beijing and Shanghai.
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| FOUND YOU... SWISS CHEESE FONDUE

Being a quintessential Swiss dish, cheese fondue conjures up images for us of olpine ski huts,
deep snow and cold weather. Well, we don’t get much snow or ski in Tianjin,
but that doesn’t mean we can't enjoy a good fondue party.

EMB 258 net/person
DISCOVERY
THANKSGIVING DAY

November 27, 2014 Thursday
Join us to discover
the traditions of Thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving Dinner Buffet at BLD
RMB 388 net/person

Thanksgiving Dinner Set Menu
at Fire House
RMB 488 net/person

Turkey Package
RMB 1188 net/set

REMAISSANCE

TRERED

Ik Gier Shwn Rooid. He X0 Destncl, Teangn, Chindg 30000461
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Past Events

AmCham China, Tianjin 2014 Annual Fall Classic Golf Tournament
10:00AM - 8:30PM, Saturday, September 27th - The King Key Golf Club

With tremendous support from our two main
sponsors: Vantone Real Estate Tianjin and  Boeing Tianjin
Composites Co, Ltd, AmCham China Tianjin 2014 Fall
Classic Golf Tournament The tournament was held at the
King Key Golf Club on Sep. 27th. After an exciting day of
golf, members and guests enjoyed an appetizing awards
dinner at the Renaissance Lakeview Hotel. We also would
like to thank all the hole sponsors: Jones Lang LaSalle,
Taylor Printing, Northern Lights, Hyatt Regency Tianjin East,
Renaissance Lakeview Hotel, Jixian Marriott Hotel, Hank's
Sports Bar and Grill; and prizes sponsors: St. Regis Tianjin,
The Astor Hotel, Hotel Nikko Tianjin, Tianjin Selen Science &
Technology and GNG golf. Al in all, it's all golfers and
guests helped create such a successful night.

Winners:
1st place: Jeff Xue & Wang Zhengxiang

2nd Place: Azam Khan & Kjell Ring
3rd Place: Selen Tam & Joe Liu

Longest Drive: Jeff Xue
Straightest Drive: Steven Yau
Closest to Pin: Wang Youlun & Selen Tam

What HR Departments Need to Know About Domestic Regulations for Expatriates in China
2:30PM - 5:00PM, Friday, Oct. 10th-Wellington College International Tianjin

On Oct.10th afternoon, almost 50 professional guests attended AmCham China Tianjin's HR event regarding “Domestic regulations for expatriates in China”
at Wellington College International Tianjin. Ahead of the presentation, attendeessharedprofessional information and questions that encountered at workwithin
the fellow community. After the
presentation,  guests  enjoyed  the
networking time while enjoying a
complimentary light buffet which was
sponsored by  Wellington  College |
International Tianjin. Attendees spoke
highly of the event and appreciated a lot
to the speaker and AmCham for giving
them such a chance to learn systematically
about China Domestic Laws.

Upcoming Events

Tianjin Monthly Executive Breakfast Briefing
7:15-9:00 AM, Thursday, Nov. 20 - (The Astor Hotel)

Address: Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051
TEL: 86-22-23185075  Contact person: Amanda He amandahe@amchamchina.org  Website: www.amchamchina.org
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Bin Shui Dao Store: No. 18 Binshul Deo, Hew, Tianjin (intersection of Binshui Deo and Zijin Shan Road)  Tel 0222813 8138

AhEEEBRGE  Whatareyouwaiting for?
HR CLUB Comeandjoinusto be

ohe of HR elite team!

More than 100 professional HR experts attended our first class of HR Practical Training

Camp hold by HRCLUB in 2013, which has gain load of reputation. In 2014, we pull Ly —
more resources together to compete the curriculum. We a re intended to build a high end hor -
HR Management Training Camp in Tianjin, the brand curriculum of HRCLUB.

The scheme of most courses is detailed in the following table.

Practic;l Class

Effectiveness Evaluation
In this month, besides training camp, we organized visiting program. This time we
visited Tianjin Lishen Battery Joint-Stock Co.,Ltd.. Not only its development history and
products, we also visited Lishen’s second business department, factory and production
line. We also tried their electric automobile and had a look at the power station.

o
Master Class —=

Employment Policy and Employee BoancoERE _;' & -‘." ] “l'-.r.ll"._'-.-_J_ﬂ_ X I._’.'ﬂ F‘
yar
- =

Management e

= P ] # by 1 A
High Performance Team Building - [ ] : = F ¥

| 5 i ¥ :

Development and Practice of I

Leadership

Organization Development and .
Talent Management October 31

Hotline: 2423-9638/2423-9636 /157-607-15692
HRCLUB website: http://www.tj-hrclub.org
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EUROPEAN CHAMBER IN TIANJIN

2014 European Business Gala Dinner

—Castle Night

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter hosted the 9th Annual
Business Gala Dinner on 17th October, 2014 in The Ritz-Carlton Tianjin.

The Gala Dinner is the premier networking event of the year in Tianjin, with a night of appetizing
European cuising, tasty beverage and entertainment. The event was attended by both chamber-member companies and professionals from the Tianjin
business community.

With the Castle theme this year, guests were greeted with a romantic cocktail reception and warmly welcomed by the Local Chair Dr. Christoph
Schrempp. The selection of food was also specially designed to match the medieval atmosphere. Guests enjoyed the melodic songs and dancing party
performed by the French jazz band, and actively participated in the European history quiz and lucky draw sections.

The elegant and welcoming atmosphere provided the guests with the perfect occasion to exchange information, share resources and build
connections. We are extremely proud of the participation from our members and the support we received from our associates in organizing such a
successful gala!

We also would like to take this opportunity to thank all our sponsors for their great support and generous sponsorship: Airbus, Alliance Francaise, Asia
Power Systems, Goglio, Heng An Standard Life, Ritz-Carlton, SIP, Vantone, Wago, Wellington.




The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
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41F, The Executive Center, Tianjin World Financial Center, 2 Dagubei Lu, Heping District, Tianjin 300020.
KEMIIFX G2 SR ERKES P O412EEFSHL |, iREERS300020

Tel: +86 (22) 58307608 Email: tianjin@europeanchamber.com.cn Website: www.europeanchamber.com.cn
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Past Events

5th German Chamber Oktoberfest Tianjin
11.10.2014

On October 11 the German Chamber invited to the “5th German Chamber
Oktoberfest Tianjin"at the 3 Kronen 1308 Brauhaus. After the traditional beer taping,
more than 300 participants celebrated the Folk Festival with German beer, buffet, games
and lucky draws. The German Festival band “Iggy Stone & Die Alpenrocker”entertained
the crowd with Oktoberfest and party music throughout the evening, making the event
a memorable night for all participants.

16.10.2014

Other Upcoming Events

November 5, 2014: Networking Dinner in TEDA, Delights Bar & Restaurant

November 7, 2014: “Mitgliederabend” - Members' Networking Evening, Paulaner Tianjin
November 26,2014: Kammerstammtisch Tianjin, Drei Kronen 1308 Brauhaus Tianjin
November 27, 2014: Interchamber Breakfast Seminar — Industry 4.0, Pan Pacific Hotel

Breakfast Seminar -Salary Developments 2015:
Presentation of the 7th Wage and Salary Survey

The 7th German Chamber Salary Study predicts the salary development in German
companies in China and is an important benchmark for HR managers. The results of this
survey were presented at the Breakfast Seminar at the Westin Hotel on October 16. The
Economic Analyst of the German Chamber Max Zenglein explained the expected
development as well as regional and sectorial differences of the salaries in 2015.

German Chamber Tianjin Office: Room 1502, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073

Tel./JFax:+86 22 8787 9249
Email: tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de ~ Website: www.china.ahk.de
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Past Events

2nd German Chamber Soccer Cup Tianjin 2014
14.07.2014

On 19th October 2014 Tianjin's Sino-German business community came together for the 2nd German Chamber Soccer Cup
Tianjin 2014 at the sports field of the International School of Tianjin. The event attracted more than 300 participants watching the
10 teams and 150 players competing for the title. After exciting group- and semifinal games, the team of Volkswagen turned out
to be winner of the big final against the team of Siemens Mechanic United.

Besides the happening on the soccer field, Chinese and German visitors could enjoy the supporting program. Children
played at the school playground with a bouncy castle while culinary specialties were served in the nearby picnic area. At the
target shooting competition “Torwandschie3en” every visitor could try his luck to win special prices.

For pictures and more information, please visit our website at www.deutscher-kammerpokal-tianjin.de
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German Chamber Tianjin Office: Room 1502, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073
Tel./Fax:+86 22 8787 9249
Email: tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de ~ Website: www.china.ahk.de




Follow
Jin Magazine »
at WeChat

Scan the QR code or search JINMAGAZINE to know what’s going on in Tianjin...
news, shows, food, party, events, discounts

We know everything about Tianjin! Tell us what you want to know via WeChat!
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Special Menu of Autumn
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The 3rd BEA Cup Badminton Competition of HKCCC Successfully Concluded

. Before the summer heat had completely left us, the HKCCC
| 3rd BEA Cup Badminton Competition was held on at 9:00 on

ﬁ E E In. ! E - = September 13 at the Badminton Hall of Tianjin Polytechnic

EL, | i oo

" niversity.

Participants included Hong Kong residents who work in Tianjin,
employees and their families from Hong Kong companies and
some amateurs who had played with HKCCC members. The
competition offered awards for Club Champion, Runner-up, Second
Runner-up and Men’s Singles, Women'’s Singles, Men's Doubles,
Women's Doubles and Mixed Doubles. It took all day to decide all
the winners.

During the competition intervals, the players exchanged
badminton tip as well as their experiences in using badminton as a
way of keeping fit. The event ended in a festive atmosphere and,
despite all that running around on the court, no one felt tired.

b EERAE) Ee
Wi RS 143 £ Ty
E B-RETHTINENE 2 BEARIDIRI
f-
P pE——

SRR - T
E-SEERTERINE

Address: House 806, No. 5 Xiaguang Road, Nankai District, Tianjin / Post Code: 300381
KETHEITXEXE 5580652 / #iF4: 300381 / Tel: (8622)2391 1333
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Chinese Legal Consultant Team for Foreign Investors

SMEFZ 3 & B R EE R ]

Our customized services in Establishment of WOFE:
We can help you to establish a “Special” WOFE as follows:

I. Only 20,000---40,000 US dollar needed for registered capital

Il. Virtual registered address (favorable rent)

lll. Keeping account, tax returns and annual inspection

Our customized services in Intellectual Property matters:

I. Trademark Search :

1. We offer trademark searches of the name(s) you desire to register, having regard to the
products/services you wish to offer.

2. We also advise our clients on how to avoid infringement and proceed for registration in case
similar/identical trademarks do appear on the Trademark Registry.

ll. Trademark Filing & Registration :

1. Filing trademark application, preparing responses to office actions, filing opposition, responding to an
opposition, attending opposition hearings.

2. We provide cost effective and efficient online trademark registration services.

3. We collaborate with our international partners to help our clients register their mark internationally.

lll. Trademark Renewal :

1. Our trademark renewal service includes preparation of a renewal instruction letter, which undergoes our
quality review process.

IV. Trademark Watch :

1. We perform not only word-search, but also searches of phonetically and visually similar trademarks.

* ConfidentialityfR2 * Commitment/&i& * Professional M * Teamwork HIRA *

It’s time to find a more

gﬁpwmgs&"%&oﬁ efficient management
Pl ¢ efcent HR-WDO SERVICE
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é%f*'--wgmw W LOGOSCOLLEGE MANAGEMENT
it sy &.&@ ’ luE u s CONSULTING CO.LTD
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FHH AR L KA 45 K & B E2-2-301 TEL: 15722239397

2-2-302, Tianfakejiyuan, No.4 Rongyuan Road, Tianjin Hi-tech Industry Park,

g(r)r?jiﬁ‘tlbgpg\)s(l:awfirm@126.com Website: www.logosdm.com FAX . 022—837 1 5257
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Why Study Chinese
inTianjin?

by Carmen King

The vast majority of
those we spoke to feel
Chinese would prove to

be more useful in
looking for a job than
English.

any are the reasons to study Chinese
Equally numerous are the places where
one might do so. A few that often top the list are:
Beijing, Shanghai, and Taipei. Beijing being the
capital of China, along with the political and
cultural center of the nation. Shanghai is the
commercial and financial hub of China. Taiwan
tends to be a mix of traditional with trendy. Then
there is the place we call home, Tianjin. Why Study
Chinese in Tianjin? Below are seven stories from
seven people who are currently studying Chinese
in Tianjin at the Tianjin Foreign Studies University
located in Hexi District.
Traveling from Tajikistan (85 5288 taji
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ké st tdn) is a young man who is studying
Chinese in Tianjin with the goal of becoming a
travel agent. Tajikistan is near China, and has lots
of Chinese. Therefore he hopes to live in Tajikistan
and use his Chinese skills to find a job related to
travel. How did he end up in Tianjin? When
applying to study Chinese he was given the
option of picking three locations for study. First
was Beijing, second was Shanghai and third was
Tianjin. In the end, the agency arranged for his
studies to be in was Tianjin.

Agirlfrom Armenia (JF ZEfETF ya méiniya)
is studying Chinese with the hope of becoming a
translator.  Having also  studied Japanese
previously, she found herself mesmerized by
Asian languages. If translation doesn't work out,
she would be pleased to use her Chinese skills as
a travel agent. Long term she would like to work
in China. Why study in Tianjin? Beijing is too big
and according to her has bad air. Tianjin was "next
door"and had a lot less people comparatively, so
it became the top choice.

Born and raised in America (EE méi gud),
a young lady came to Tianjin on a whim after
seeing an online job for teaching at Disney
English. After a year of work she returned home to
the States. Only to later want to visit China again
for the purpose of studying Chinese. Having been
here before, Tianjin was the place she"knew’, so it
was only natural for her to come back.

Agirl from the Ukraine (& 52,2 wa ke 14n) is
in Tianjin studying Chinese as she believes this
will help her find a job more easily. As to why she's
studying in Tianjin, back in Ukraine a teacher she
had was from Tianjin. It was that teacher that
recommended her to study here.

Aboy from Ukraine (2352 wi ke lan) has
a step father who does business with the Chinese.
His step father recommended him to follow suit,
and study Chinese. He feels learning Chinese will
prove to be more valuable than English. He wants
to open his own business in Ukraine that will
leverage his Chinese skills. As to location, he
hoped to study in Guangzhou, but didn't get his
application in on time. Beijing was too big and
busy, so next on the list was Tianjin as he had a
friend living here.

A guy from Russia (ffi Z' Hf é luo s7) aims to
master Chinese and become an interpreter. He
sites strong relations between Russia and China
spells big opportunities for those with Chinese
language skills. His mothers friend had lived in
Tianjin for 3 years, and recommended he study
here.

Last but not least we have a female from
Portugal (BIZ&ZFpu téo ya). Chinese was her
major back home. She won a Confucius

scholarship which let her pick anywhere in China
to study for one year. Seeing that she felt Beijing
was too big, and Shanghai was unfamiliar, she
picked Tianjin. Her goal is to become a teacher,
but is not sure whether she will look for work in
China or back home.

Seven students, seven stories, one thing in
common, they are all studying Chinese in Tianjin.
As to the reasons why they are in Tianjin, we can
see they vary. For some Tianjin wasn't their “first”
pick. Yet, all seemed pleased with what Tianjin
offered in terms of studying Chinese. Friend and
family often played a big role in influencing
where they studied Chinese. So too, some arrived
in Tianjin seemingly by random due to a job or
school placement, of which they had little control
over.

One thing is clear. Studying Chinese is on a
lot of peoples radar and this interest isn't limited
to just one certain country or location. Korea and
Japan tend to have some of the highest
percentages of overseas students coming to
China to work on their Chinese. The vast majority
of those we spoke to feel Chinese would prove to
be more useful in looking for a job than English.
Not to mention students from America, England,
[taly and Ireland are also studying Chinese at the

Foreign Studies University.

In addition to the Foreign Studies University,
expats can find Chinese study programs at
several other local universities in Tianjin. Nankai
University, Tianjin University, and Tianjin Normal
University for example all have significant foreign
student bodies. Expats also have the option of
studying Chinese at one of the various private
Chinese language schools throughout Tianjin.
University programs tend to be more structured
and result in some type of certification or degree.
Whereas private schools may offer more flexible

Chinese class schedules thus giving expats a
better study life balance.

Tianjin in general has more pros than cons
when it comes to being a home base for Chinese
learning. When compared with the wall to wall
people and high cost of living often found in
Beijing and Shanghai, Tianjin isn't so bad. Also, it is
situated close enough to Beijing, that anytime
one gets the bug, a day trip or weekend get away
to Beijing is more than doable. So too, a quick and
usually low cost flight, or high speed train gets
you to Shanghai easily enough. Cost of living, in
terms of renting an apartment and school tuition
are likewise typically much less in Tianjin when
compared with Beijing and Shanghai. Not to
mention getting around town is cheaper too, as
cab rates are less expensive.

Another positive is that Tianjin gives good
access to northern Chinese speech patterns.
Although the local Tianjin dialect has some
variations when compared with standard
Mandarin, in the grand scheme of things, it isn't
that different when compared with other local
dialects, such as those in Shanghai. The Shanghai
dialect has little to no overlap with standard
Mandarin. It is pretty much like studying another
language in itself. From this point of view, living in

Learn to write

Tianjin will be fairly convenient as the local
language is not too terribly different.

Bottom line, learning Chinese is a long-term
venture. It won't happen over night and no
matter how long you've studied, there is always
something left to learn. Don't get your heart set
on any one city. There are pros and cons to pretty
much every place. Tianjin has drawn a number of
expats for its more “‘middle-class” lifestyle. Not
nearly as rough as living in one of the smaller
cities, yet not nearly as overwhelming as living in
Beijing or Shanghai.
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Confucian to revolution
—A brief hairstory of China

By Robert Watt

It’s interesting thatin a
culture where gender
roles and attitudes
towards masculinity are
still quite traditional, what
is stereotypically viewed
as an effeminate
profession in the west, is
largely occupied by males.
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G etting your hair cut in a foreign country is
almost as nerve wracking as receiving dental
or medical treatment. If you can speak Chinese
confidently, or if you just want a traditional short
backand sides, then it's not going to be much of an
ordeal. But if youre used to something more
designer’ and all you have for explanation is a
picture ripped from a style magazine, then putting
your latest look into the hands of a young boy can
be quite daunting

Of course, a hairstyle isn't just about looking
good, a haircut can also be a political and socia
statement. Whether it's the shave of the skinhead,
Mohican of a punk, dreadlocks of a Rastafarian or
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just wearing it long like a hippy, your hairstyle is an
indication of personal beliefs, lifestyle choices and
attitudes. It's no different in China where the history
of Chinese hairstyles very much reflects the
changing culture of Chinese people.

Confucius wrote around 500BC."We are given
our body, skin and hair from our parents; which we
ought not to damage’ As a result, both men and
women avoided cutting their hair and instead
wound it into a bun or other various hairstyles.
Then at the start of the Qing Dynasty in the 1600s it
became compulsory for men to shave the front of
the head and style the rest of their hair into a pony
tail or plait. This style known as ‘the queue’ was
associated with loyalty to the emperor and was
literally a look to die for because failure to comply,
was seen as treason, punishable by death. Its
estimated that hundreds of thousands were
executed before the practice was broken by the last
emperor, as recently as 1922.

Traditional styles for women’s hair were
equally rigid. Their uncut tresses were coiled into
various styles of buns fastened with a ji to keep it in
place. Creating that individual expression was done
by adding combs, hairpins and  other
ornamentation. These ranged from simple wood to
gold or jade and encrusted with jewels. The
number, craftsmanship and materials of these
ornaments reflected their wealth, social status and
their ethnic culture.

At the same time that men started cutting
their hair short in the 1920s traditional styles for
women also began to change. In the cities, the
permanent wave and dyeing of different colours
became fashionable. Calendars, bill boards and
cigarette packets from the 205 and 305 show the
preference for western fashions of Shanghai ‘s
‘golden age! At the same time, there was a growing
cultural movement against western influence and
foreign privileges. Russian communist influences
inspired intellectualist politics and with it short hair
cuts. By the time of the cultural revolution in the
1960s the 'Liberation Hairstyle, as it was known,
became a fashionable expression of revolutionary
enthusiasm and the permanent wave was
tabooed as bourgeoisie.

With neither both men norand women not
cutting their hair, then the uniformity of the queue
and later the short, practical styles of the liberation
haircut, for most of Chinas history hairdressing skills
hadvent been rather limitedmuch in demand.
Justifiably you might have concerns about the skills
of barbers. However, since the late 1970s, as China
has opened up, hairstyles have equally become as
open to change and Chinese people are finally free
to choose whatever style they want. Despite this
freedom, you'e still unlikely to see many of the

extreme styles that you get in the west. Long hair
for women is still very much the norm, although it
will certainly be styled rather than left uncut. With
this preference for long hair, itsit's not surprising that
the Red Yao women, a minority ethnic group from
Huangluo Yao Village in China, have the record for
the longest hair in the world, with an average in the
community of 5.5 feet.

There are a wide range of places you can go
to get a haircut, from traditional street barbers to
more expensive modern salons in department
stores. Being close to Beijing, itsit’s possible to visit
branches of well known western salons such as
Vidal Sassoon and Toni & Guy, as well as more
specialist African hair Salons and even stylists to the
stars such as Rossano Ferretti. In between these
extremes is a fantastic range of inexpensive
barbersbarber'’s shops.

Street barbers are the oldest form of
hairdressing in China. Once they travelled around
from door to door, carrying their limited tools and a
fold up chair balanced over their shoulders on
opposite ends of a stick which they carried over a
shoulder. Street barbers are still popular with older
men today and they can be found in the quiet parts
and suburbs of Tianjin. The tradition is largely
unchanged, providing quick cheap cuts, a shave
and even a clean out of your ears. Mr Ma'is typical of
this ancient tradition and has been cutting hair in
the streets of Tianjin for over 10 years since he
retired. Charging just 4RMB for a standard haircut he
has a line of customer waiting. He tells me he cuts
around 20 heads a day and was self taught. During
my brief chat with him he completes two haircuts
which are both smart and sharp.

A haircut from a street barber is limited to the
typical short style. If you want to do more than
express your enthusiasm for the revolution you will
need to Visit a salon. It's tempting to choose a well
known establishment in a city centre, but a good
local salon is much cheaper, more convenient and
you will be supporting mostly young hairstylists just

“Street barber, an ancient job in China

starting out in their careers.

It's easy to be discouraged by these young
teenage boys. Often they sport imaginative cuts
and colours, heavily coiffured into individual
expressions of their art. They are often
accompanied by an endless loop of pop music
playing from a straining loud speaker outside the
door. Both are intended to attract the attention of
customers and demonstrate the skill and flair
available.

[t is one of the most notable differences
compared with hair dressers in the west. In China
the profession is almost entirely men, in particular
young boys. It's interesting that in a culture where
gender roles and attitudes towards masculinity are
still quite traditional, what is stereotypically viewed
as an effeminate profession in the west, is largely
occupied by males. ItsIt’s clear that in China, being a
male hairdresser isn't associated with being gay.

Despite the outward differences, the actual
process is remarkably similar to getting a haircut
anywhere. Starting with the hair wash and head
massage before going to the stylists chair for the
cutting and drying procedure. There are magazines
to read (in Chinese) but sadly, unlike in the UK, no
coffee and biscuits available, just water.

While my hair was being cut, the picture of
what | wanted to look like sitting near the mirror, |
spoke with Mr Lui about the profession. He told me
hed had over 1 year full time training plus continual
training courses each year. He had just retuned
from a course in Korea. | asked him why many
hairdressers were so young and he explained that
the hours are very long. Once you start a family you
have to either own your own barbers shop or
change careers.

The cut in the end was as good as anywhere
athome. Although | didn't look like the modelin my
picture this may have been more about the
difference in our faces than the accuracy of the
hairstyle. My style, while not revolutionary, at 25
RMB didn't feel totoo bourgeois either.
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Jie Fang Bridge

The Most Significant Bridge s

he Jie Fang Bridge was the symbol of

Tianjin in the 1960s. At that time, you could
see its outline printed on the handbags and
travel bags of almost everyone in the city. If you
saw someone with one of these bags anywhere
in the country it was pretty obvious that they
were from Tianjin. It was no exaggeration then to
say that to truly understand the city of Tianjin you
had to start with the Jie Fang Bridge. Not only
was the bridge found on the side of bags on the
street but it was also on diaries, exercise books,
envelopes and writing paper.

Following recent repairs, the Jie Fang Bridge
has at long last resumed its drawbridge function
after 25 vyears of disuse. The 96.7-meter
double-leaf bascule bridge can now be opened
in three minutes to accommodate boating traffic
on the Haihe River. The bridge, which was builtin
1927, hasn't often been opened since 1973 due
to a lack of structural maintenance and an
outdated transmission system. Despite this, at its
peak the bridge was the most fashionable and
the most expensive bridge on the Haihe River.

The bridge’s construction budget was

“Reopening of Jie Fang Bridge in 19%3_-‘

around 210 million yuan, but this soared to 399
million yuan by the time of its completion.
Over the years, the bridge has also been known
as the Universal Bridge due to its central
geographical location and also as the French
Bridge as it was built by the former French
Industry Bureau. After the liberation of the
country in 1949, the bridge was officially
named the Jie Fang Bridge. In 2007, the bridge
was rebuilt according to its original plans and
restored to its unigue appearance. It is now the
only iron movable bridge in China.

Liu Zhuang Floating Bridge

The Earliest Cable Stayed Briglge

he "Liu Zhuang Floating Bridge" — inside

the quotation marks are only four simple
words but their meaning is deeply etched in the
hearts of the older generations of Tianjiners. This
is the case even though the bridge disappeared
many years ago. The floating bridge has so many
stories for the older folk and though it is gone the
memories of it still lingers. In days gone by, the Liu
Zhuang Floating Bridge connected the east and
west sides of the Haihe River, where there were
gathered a number of state-owned large and

medium-sized enterprises. There used to be tens
of thousands of workers who would cross the
river daily to make their living. Thus the Liu
Zhuang Floating Bridge could also be called the
Workers'Bridge.

In the early days, the Liu Zhuang Floating
Bridge was really a ferry but due to the soaring
number of passengers it became a pontoon
bridge. The floating bridge was made from eight
boats, which connected the Hedong and Hexi
districts. In 1976, the bridge was converted to a
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movable bridge with the length of 117.80
meters. Fifteen years later, the government
decided to make the bridge permanent. The
result was the first cable stayed bridge erected
over the Haihe River. The bridge now has a
length of 121.75 meters and links the Qiongzhou
Dao Hexi District to the Wu Hao Lu Hedong
District. Unfortunately, due to the weight of
modern transport the bridge is now unused.
However, the bridge is still a vibrant reminder of
what used to be there.
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IPHONE 6?
—NOT NOW THANKS

by Paula Taylor
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have never seen the need to allow people to
I judge me on what | possess, or rather what |
don't possess. Therefore the latest gadgets, the
newest style of clothes, the latest car etc. do not
interest me.  Thankfully for the retailers not
everyone is like me. | read an interesting
comment in the newspaper here about the
impact Chinese shoppers are having on the
British economy. A spokesman at a designer
shopping mall in London had this to say;
“Chinese shoppers are different from other
people. We offer a service whereby we look after
their purchases for them whilst they continue to
shop without having to tote their goods with
them. However Chinese people won't take
advantage of this service out of embarrassment
and instead haul their bags around with them”.
This shopping mall has totally misunderstood
the situation. Chinese people like to put their
wealth on show. What is the point of being rich,
if nobody knows about it? Hence they will carry
their own designer shopping bags so that others
can see they have the money to buy expensive
purchases.

Having the latest phone is crucial to
showing people that you are a person of

substance. Apparently. My friends were forever
telling me that my phone gave a very bad
impression to others, as it was so cheap and old, |
could only make calls and send messages with it.
No amount of protesting on my part that the

It was feared that around
five million of the
iPhones sold could end

up in the Chinese black
market where there was
a potential resale value
of triple the price.

phone was suitable for my needs would satisfy
them.

Which leads me nicely on to the subject of
the iPhone 6 launch. | could not understand the
frenzy surrounding this. No doubt you have seen
pictures of the queues all around the world. If so
you will have noticed that many of the people
queuing up were Chinese. | would never, repeat
never, sleep in the street for days, or even queue
for hours to buy something - unless there was a
food shortage and | was queueing for bread.

However the Chinese potential buyers of
this phone were not just queuing in order to be
the first to own this phone, although some of
them were of course, but the vast majority had
another reason to want to get their hands on a
phone - or two. They were taking advantage of
the people back in China who did want the
phone as a status symbol and were prepared to
pay through the nose. Yes there was a huge
black market just waiting to start trading. The
figures reported were quite alarming.
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It was feared that around five million of the
iPhones sold could end up in the Chinese black
market where there was a potential resale value
of triple the price. In fact there were reports that
suggested that the Gold iPhones were already
being advertised in China shortly before the
launch at hugely inflated prices. The iPhone 6
costs up to the 6,888rmb in the UK.

Even people who did not want to buy a
phone for resale, were canny enough to earn
money simply by being first in the queue and
then selling the spot to someone else. Indeed
one place in a queue in New York was sold for
14,700 rmb, nice work if you can get it.

However, this time surprisingly two things
affected the expected sales figures. One, it was
announced that the iPhone 6 would be
launched on October the 17th instead of at the
end of the year, and two, with the demand in the
Chinese market slowing down, the dealers and
scalpers found themselves out of pocket. Unlike
other times, when any Apple product was highly
desirable, this time not as many people were so
desperate to get their hands on the iPhone 6 so
smugglers who illegally shipped them to China
had to slash their prices. Previously the iphone 6
plus sold for over 10,000RMB in mainland China.
Maybe users in China are now seeing the light, in
that as soon as they buy one phone, another
comes out, so it is an endless cycle. They maybe
see the iPhone 6 as just another smartphone.
Now it seems there is not so much kudos to
owning this product.

The newspapers had reported that
because the phones would go on sale in China
weeks after everywhere else, they were being

smuggled in in vast quantities, the smugglers
keen to cash in the fact that customers wanted
to be the first to show off with them. However,
because of the early release, the poor Criminal
gangs who queued up for days in the US and
Hong Kong to get the phones and their
associated products have sadly been forced to
charge less than half of what they intended to.
Adding to the smugglers’ woes, is the fact that
the Chinese government has taken a dim view of
their activities and so the Police have been
carrying out large scale raids on boats carrying
iPhones before they land at the ports, thereby
preventing them from delivering their illegal
goods.

Many smugglers of course were successful
in getting the devices into China, but there were
so many of the phones, that the smugglers broke

the golden rule of business. Demand must
outstrip supply, not the other way around.
Sellers of the phones in China are reportedly
saying that ‘Stocks of the iPhone 6 are way too
high right now! Previously when prices were sky
high, smugglers could expect to make around
1,000 rmb per phone, but now their losses will be
sky high. As the black market price has fallen so
drastically buyers might just as well have waited
a few weeks and bought a legitimate phone. If it
developed problems or faults, they could return
to the shop where they bought it and get the
issue resolved. Buying goods on the black
market obviously negates this arrangement.

As | said queueing up for days to buy
goods is not what floats my boat, but on the
other hand, because of the sheer number of
people in China, long queues are the norm, so
maybe it wasn't so hard for the ones that did
actually join the line along with tens of
thousands of others around the globe. However
the latest debacle shows that if Chinese
consumers refuse to be drawn into the hype
surrounding new products, smugglers may also
give up queuing for unreasonable amounts of
time alongside the tech-savvy young people
who form the bulk of the queue and who are
genuine in their desire to get their hands on
what they see as the holy grail.

Meanwhile the phone that | brought back
with me from China, and for which | paid the
hefty price of 150rmb, is showing signs of wear
and tear, not surprising as it is around four years
old. I'am now in the unfortunate position of
having to consider replacing it. They don't make
phones like this in England, so | will have no
choice but to succumb to a new smart phone. |
can tell you now it won't be the iPhone 6 and |
won't be joining any queues.
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Chinas Non-Smoking Bans

—Are they working?

by David Wong

hina is the largest producer of tobacco and

has the most smokers in the world,
estimated at about 350 million. This monopolized
industry is also the largest contributor to the
nation’s revenues, between 7-10% each yearandis
one of Chinas largest employers. Under this
scenario, you can see why the government is not
enforcing the smoking bans very strictly.

The smoking ban started with China signing
the WHO World Health Organization and WTO
World Trade Organization agreements to decrease
the smoking in China. However, the smoking rate
has continued to increase among the young and
the female teenagers. This is very concerning since
we all know the smoking habit is difficult to stop
and becomes addictive. Especially in China, where
a package of cigarette can cost less than 5rmb, less
than adollar. In North America, most cigarettes sell
for over $10 or 60rmb.

The State Administration of Radio, Film and
Television issued an order in 2011 to limit scenes
showing the use of tobacco in movies and TV
series, but violations are common. Adolescents are
highly susceptible to the influence of smoking
scenes in films and TV series, particularly those
starring their idols. China has more than 130
million adolescents, of whom 15 million smoke.

.b‘gs"pite being

scientifically' proved that

-.smoking is harmful to

people's health,the
number of smokers has
been increasing in the
country, with young
people accounting for 12
percent of the total

numberof about8U0
million smokerss
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The standing Committee of the National
People's Congress is debating whether the
Advertisement Law should be amended to ban all
cigarette ads. Although the existing law bans all
forms of cigarette ads in the media, it is not all
pervasive  because placards and posters
promoting cigarettes can be displayed in
restaurants and other public places. Some NPC
Standing Committee members have proposed
that the law be amended to ban all forms of
cigarette ads, both indoors and outdoors.

Despite being scientifically proved that
smoking is harmful to people's health, the
number of smokers has been increasing in the
country, with young people accounting for 12
percent of the total number of about 300 million
smokers. Worse, more than 70 percent of
non-smokers are exposed to second-hand smoke,
which means Chinese smokers are either ignorant
of or indifferent to the harm they inflict on other
people.

Banning all forms of cigarette ads will help
make smokers aware of the harm their smoking
causes indirectly to the health of other people and
thus save more people from the harms of
second-hand smoke. Better still, it will help create
an atmosphere where non-smokers can tell
smokers not to smoke anywhere near them.

Compared with a poorly implemented rule
issued by the municipal government in 2008 to
ban smoking in parts of indoor public places and
on public transport, the highly anticipated draft
law significantly expands smoke-free areas.

It bans smoking in all indoor public places,
workplaces and public transport vehicles. It also
bars  smokers from open-air areas of
kindergartens, schools, children's centers and
historical sites. The draft proposes designating
smoking areas in outdoor places of universities,
stadiums, fitness centers, medical institutions,
tourism sites and parks. However the latest
revision has a loophole that allows smoking in
private rooms. This means that venues can have a

Offender in the hospital

makeshift area for smokers and with no rules for
ventilation, the smoke gets poured out to
nonsmokers. It is about as effective as designation
one area of a swimming pool to be non-peeing.

People breaking the law would be fined
50rmb (about 8 US. dollars) and violators who
refuse to stub out 200rmb. But the problem is
enforcement. Who would make sure that
offenders pay the fine? The most common public
places for smoking violations are: train and bus
stations, local hotels and restaurants, parks and
stadium and believe it not: hospitals!

Train stations, walk by the washrooms and
go to the train platforms and you will be exposed
to second hand smoke. Many of the passengers
will even smoke standing next to the open train
door so they will not miss the train when it pulls
out. Don't they realize that while they are smoking,
the smoke enters the cabin and the smell on their
body is penetrated with the offensive smoke
smell?

Almost all the 5 star hotels and especially
international chains have banned smoking in their
lobbies and restaurants and they have
non-smoking  floors. However it is not fully
regulated and gets worse as you stay in the
smaller cities. In all cases, the public bathrooms will
find smokers puffing while doing their business.

Unbelievable as it sounds, you can still find
offenders in the hospitals. Again the bathrooms
are home to the smokers even with prominent
non-smoking signs prominently placed. In fact
most toilets will have a make shift ashtray, almost
encouraging the smoker to light up.

Once out in the open air, most smokers feel
that they can smoke as they please. If they are in a
taxi or bus line up, they will puff on a cigarette,
even if the line up is very crowded and their
smoke is blown into the faces of people standing
right next to them. They are oblivious to others
being exposed to their second hand smoke.

One needs to look at the burden of medical
costs with over one million citizens dying each

year as a result of smoking. Surely this undercuts
the revenue and employment generated by
smokers.

Having vented my anger and disgust of
violating smokers, you can no doubt guess that |
am a reformed smoker and they say we are the
most critical of existing smokers. Maybe because
we know that quitting is an option and we are
trying to make up for all the years that imposed
our habit on others and the guilt we feel towards
our loved ones that asked us countless times to
quit and we cheated behind their back. The
question is:"Have things improved?

Yes, they have. If you look back just a few
years, you will recall that many people openly
smoked in public areas as mentioned. | recently
asked a taxi driver if a passenger started to smoke
in his car, would he ask him to stop, even though
the driver was a smoker? He replied yes because,
the next customer may complain. Even though
the driver was a smoker, he smokes outside of his
vehicle.

A few years ago, you would find smokers
lighting up on the bus or on the train, now it is
only in the bathrooms and if someone can find a
way to stop the smoker while they are on the
toilet and not violate their personal rights, this will
go a long ways to stopping this form of smoking.

There are more TV ads promoting the
stoppage of second hand smoke, the ad where a
young man decides not to light up because he is
next to a table of an elderly couple. Also public
opinion is changing and more people are aware
of the dangers and health implications of
smoking. Most parents or grandparents will not
smoke in the presence of their infant children.

The problem is most Chinese will not openly
complain to smokers but again this is changing, as
people become to value their quality of life. |
believe it will still take some more time, but the air
will become cleaner; so speak up next time a
smoker lights up next to you. Now the next
challenge is to curb the spitting.
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Fall Foraging
inTanggu

by Amy Dunn Moscoso

earching for a pair of (gently) used brass
knuckles, a Prada knock off, or something
exotic, like a scorpion key chain?
How about piping hot and spicy street food,
dried shrimp or KFC?

Less than an hour away from Tianjin Railway
Station is Tanggu's Xinyang Market, an ideal place
to while away a fall Saturday or Sunday. From
curio items in the Market of Exotic to brand
discount stores to fabulous faux watches and

bags, there are items of interest for infants, seniors
and those in between. Tourists, teachers,
professionals and corporate executives can find
budget-friendly options that work before or after
payday.

Price isn't the only point of convenience
about this market. There's a remarkably clean
public toilet wafting eau de industrial cleaner
versus the nose singing eau de urine (I vouch only
for the day my family visited), delicious steamed
buns, local restaurants and fast food outlets (with
another bathroom option in KFC).

As a train passenger who doesn't speak
much intelligible Mandarin, locating the market is
easy. There’s no need to worry about way-finding
via awkward interpretive dance. Just get off at
Tanggu Railway Station (sometimes spelled Tang
Gu), cross the parking lot lined by large visible
stores like Suning and KFC to Fu Shun Dao (if
disoriented, see the street sign). Taking a taxi?
Clearly communicate to the driver that you
looking for the Tanggu Subway Station, or you
may end up Beijing-bound at the High Speed
Railway Station (as our family of four did on our
first visit).

On arrival, behold. A marketing adventure
awaits.

Shopping

Window shoppers and serious buyers on a
mission can comparison shop as many items
have price tags, though that doesnt mean

Market Shot
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bargaining won't sweeten the deal. There are
several different places to find items including
stalls in large indoor markets, individual
storefronts, kiosks, open-air stands and parked
cars filled with CDs and stereo equipment,
booming Psy’s Gangnum Style. Fur vendors also
wander around pedalling vests and coats.

Market of Exotic

This large market has several entrances that
are clearly labeled in English and Mandarin. It's a
bit more like a market of curious items rather than
exotic and is fun to stroll through. Our exotic finds
were limited to a stuffed shark dangling above a
dried seafood stand across from the market itself,
and key chains with tarantulas, scorpions and
beetles inside. We didnt find animals or
endangered species goods for sale, though a few
fellow expats told us they'd come across sea turtle
shells and products. What we did discover amidst
the darkened interior aisles were all kinds of
goods, from toys for children to electronics to
fighter jet planes made from shell casings. Many
stalls sold what appeared to be Chinese army
surplus goods, such as binoculars, telescopes,
knives and even pistols.

Electronics/Antiques Market

There’s nearly an entire indoor market
dedicated to mobile phones and their
paraphernalia. Buyer beware: test out anything to
ensure it's in working condition. A few
disgruntled expats were giving up on a failed
mission to return damaged phones to vendors
unwilling to take returns and offer refunds. It
might be one of those situations mothers like to
warn about: if the price for a new iPhone is too
good to be true. ..

Above the phone gadget stalls is a second
floor with shops selling bags, jade and antiques.
While we couldn't squeeze our stroller into these
cramped spaces, we did see some marine
paraphernalia such as ship steering wheels,
intricately carved jade fountains and pairs of lions.

Individual Stores: His and Hers Knock Offs
Individual shops tend to specialize. There is
an Apple store, clothing Brand Discount Store,
and stores selling only faux high end fashion
bags. What's the cost of a brand name knock off?
Inside of a man bag store, we found a Jeep bag
for 17,200 RMB, an outdoor kiosk selling an
Armani murse for 1,180 RMB, and a watch kiosk
offering Omega watches for 500 RMB. Kiosks
aimed at ladies were selling Prada bags for 1,180
RMB and Calvin Klein watches for 350 RMB. One
or two vendors joked about prices being in US

dollars, versus RMB but we did witness customers
forking over local currency.

Compare those prices to the real cost of
luxury goods. At the end of our adventure, backin
TEDA, we popped into the legit brand stores
outside of the Citizen Plaza Train Station. Before
we were chased out, screaming toddler in tow,
we did manage to glimpse the price of a man’s
Omega watch at 89,000 RMB.

Counterfeit Goods: Should You or Shouldn't
You?

Price isn't the only thing to consider when
purchasing knock-offs. There may be other costs
that have nothing to do with money. A quick
online search on Chinese faux items brought up
all manner of alarming articles and reports linking
counterfeit goods to everything from the world
economic recession to organized crime and ever
terrorism. Trafficking counterfeit items is a $250
billion USD a year industry, 2% of world trade,
according to an April 2013 report released by the
United National Office on Drugs and Crime.
China manufactures 67% of counterfeit goods.
Bringing knock offs purchased in China into a
country that enforces copyright and trademarks,
as many EU, North American, Asian and Oceanic
countries do, can put the traveler at risk. ltems
may be seized, or in a dimmer scenario, the
traveler may be seized or fined.

Eating

There are plenty of things to taste in Tanggu.
We bought a bag of 8 steamed buns for 8 RMB, a
bag of twisted friend donuts from an open aired
stall for 15 RMB and 6 RMB pancake-like snacks
from a street stall. Fancy boxes of donuts were
available at the Fried Dough Twist Head Shop (an
accurate description of the donuts) and local
restaurants boated spicy soups, chicken and

vegetable dishes. There was even ‘ﬁ E }4%\
an outdoor seating How to Get There

area where ;
people could
enjoy their street
food.

*by Train

To get to Tanggu, go to Tianjin
Railway Station and board a train on
Not into local cuisine? No * "y Line 9.Tanggu Station (sometimes
problem. The market has a KFC and a 4' spelled Tang Gu Station) is close to
MacDonalds.

Don't miss a photo opp by the
soldier on horseback and a man
wrestling with a snake. Whether you
go home with a new bag, a full
stomach orjust a picture of one of those
key chains, the best souvenirs are
likely to be stories from the
adventure.

the end of the line and is 4 stops prior to
the terminal station, Donghai Road. Coming
out of the train station, make your way past
street food vendors across the parking lot
lined by stores like Sunning and KFC until
you come to the road sign Fu Shun Dao.
(Taking a taxi? Be clear that you are
not going to the High Speed Rail
station in Tanggu.)
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Collection of
Culture in Hexi

by Carmen King

hen one thinks of brushing up on
Chinese culture, perhaps they would
take a trip to Beijing. While a visit to the

hurt, expats living in Tianjin may not need to buy
that fast train ticket just yet. Tianjin has a cultural
center of its own, and thats Hexi District.

Forbidden City, Great Wall, and Tiananmen won't Several main cultural sites as it relates to

The Galaxy Mall was not
meant to be just another
mall in town. Rather it
was specifically
“designed” as part of the
Tianjin Cultural Center.

Tianjin are all in Hexi District. If living in Tianjin,
than a place to stay during your discovery of Hexi
district won't be a problem. However, for expats
passing through Tianjin and wanting to see the
main sites in Hexi, you'll likely need a“"home base”
to stay at, as there are a number of sites to see. It
would be areal stretch to try to get it all in, in one
day. So instead it might be recommended to
read up on a few of the main sites and then plan
out a few days of activity.

Out of town expats might consider the
Sheraton Hotel ( ZRERBE  xildideng
dajiidian ) as their discovering Hexi "home
base” The Sheraton is a good choice for a few
reasons.One, it is an international standard hotel.
Second, it is in itself a bit of a Tianjin cultural
point. The Tianjin Sheraton was one of the earlier
overseas hospitality brands to enter Tianjin.
Baidu states the Tianjin Sheraton opened for
business in 1987 and was remodeled in 2008.
Third, room rates are relatively reasonable. The
official Tianjin Sheraton Hotel website was
advertising around 700 RMB/night. Fourth, the
Sheraton puts you within walking distance of
several Hexi district cultural sites.

The first stop on our Hexi district tour of the
Tianjin cultural spots is the Tianjin TV. Tower ( X
# tian t& ) . The TV. Tower towers at about 400
plus meters tall. For a fee you can head on up to

The iconic C statue at Tianjin Cultural Center
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the top of the tower. There is also a “top of the
tower” restaurant. Baidu puts the Tianjin TV.
Tower being built in 1991. The area around the
tower makes for a decent walk. It's got an open
area concrete plaza which is next to a lake. In the
summer the T.V. Tower lake has fishing and rents
foot-powered paddle boats. In the winter, as the
water turns to ice, ice skating and hockey
activities can be found there.

Stop number two is INTEX Tianjin (K72
ER D tianjin gudzhan zhongxin ) located
in Hexi district at 32 Youyi Road ( ZIEEE youyi
IU) . The INTEX Tianjin is situated in the vicinity of
several other major cultural spots, which
includes the Crystal Palace Hotel ( RK3ZKEE
tRJE ), Tianjin Grand Hotel ( RZEEIE),
Tianjin Grand Auditorium  ( RIZARLE ),
Tianjin Grand Theater  ( K3ZXRIBE ) | Tianjin
Museurn ( FEEH7E ), and the Galaxy Mall

( RAEBITEFREH L) . In the past half
century INTEX has held nearly 1,000 expositions.
This has resulted in millions of attendees having
visited INTEX. Events have included everything
from building products, chemical products, ice
cream products, and medical products.

The third stop is the Tianjin Grand Theater
(RiZKEIFR). The Grand Theater is the perfect
place for expats to get their dose of culture.
Theater shows include ballet, musicals, and
symphonies. The theater made headlines when
it hosted the ever famous Swan Lake. This event
drew folks from all over China as well as those
from abroad to Tianjin. So too many famous
orchestras and symphonies along with visiting
internationally acclaimed musical directors have
taken stage at the Tianjin Grand Theater.

The fourth stop is the Tianjin Museum

( R#EEWIE ) . The museum is not only a
cultural hot spot in Tianjin but one of the
earliest established museums in all of China. In
2007 the museum became completely free to

the public. In 2008 it was given the “First Class”
ranking by the Chinese Government as it relates
to museums. With a reported 200,000 items on
display, there is likely something that will catch
each and everyone's eye. In 2012 the museum
was completely “rebuilt” It now has five above
ground stories and one underground. In total
the museums overall structure spans a massive
64,000 plus square meters. It represents the

largest free-to-the-public collection of cultural
artifacts in all of Tianjin. The Tianjin Museum has
exhibits detailing the past and present of
Tianjin. Thus, for any expat looking to brush up
on the history and culture of Tianjin, this is the
place to go.

The fifth stop is the Galaxy Mall ( KZ5R
SAEBREYID L ) . What would the “old” be
without the "new”. Nestled in the heart of all the
rich history of ancient artifacts as contained
within the walls of the museum is the glitz and
glam of modern day mega malls. The Galaxy Mall
is within walking distance of the museum and
gives expats everything they could imagine in
terms of eating, shopping and relaxing. The
Galaxy Mall was not meant to be just another

mall in town. Rather it was specifically ‘designed”
as part of the Tianjin Cultural Center. Thus
balancing the past with the present and
ensuring all visitors can enjoy a ‘one-stop”
experience. Families can not only catch up on
the arts and history, but also enjoy extravagant
shopping at the nearby Galaxy Mall.

These five stops are but a few of the cultural
highlights to be found within the boarders of
Tianjin's Hexi district. The city government also
calls Hexi home. Therefore as Heping district is
the financial center of the city, Hexi indeed is the
cultural hub of Tianjin. Expats will need at least a
few days to see all the sites. Not to mention Hexi
also has several parks worth visiting as well. Hexi
is seeing major upgrades in relation to
transportation infrastructure. The new Tianjin
Metro lines 5 and 6 will have several stops each
within Hexi. Metro line 1 also runs through Hexi.
As the subway construction completes, expats
will find Hexi not only to be a cultural center, but
a transportation hub as well.

Tianjin as a whole is growing up. With the
Central government spearheading  major
development through the city, the upgrades
within Hexi are but a small representation. Each
of the six major districts inside of Tianjin
represents something a little different. Hexi has
long since taken its place as the cultural leader.
Expats may well consider not only visiting Hexi
for the reasons listed above, but could easily
consider calling Hexi home. With every area of
life  being covered, from  recreation,
entertainment, shopping, lodging, and more.
Hexi offers expats a well-developed, relatively
balanced environment. Real estate rates are on
par with Heping and Nankai, thereby making it a
valid choice when and if considering living in
neighboring districts. Be it to visit or stay longer,
put Hexi district and its many cultural hot spots
on your list of places to go and see.
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Hanjin Group Chairman Cho Yang-ho receives

appreciation plaque AIPS

ChoYang-ho, Chairman of Hanjin Group, was
recognized for his contribution to the
development of sports worldwide by the
International Sports Press Association (AIPS).

Cho received an appreciation plaque from
AIPS  President Gianni Merlo during the
Incheon Asiad on Sept. 22.

Founded in 1924, AIPS is the world’s largest
organization of sports journalists. With its
headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland, the
association has maintained close relationships
with  such  major international  sports
organizations as the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the
International Federation of Football Association (FIFA), and the
International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF).

Chairman Cho was inaugurated as chairman of the 2018 PyeongChang
Olympic Games Bid Committee in September 2009, and helped Korea
to win the bid to host the Winter Games with his excellent business
leadership and the global mindset that he has cultivated while

managing the Hanjin Group.

He was also inaugurated as head of the
Organizing Committee for the PyeongChang
2018 Winter Olympic Games in August and is
making diverse efforts to ensure that the
Games are a success.

Cho serves many other positions in sports
organizations and is working for the
promotion of sports in and outside Korea. He
is currently president of the Korea Table
Tennis Association and vice president of the
Korean Olympic Committee and the Asian

Table Tennis Union.

Chairman Cho has also contributed much to the promotion of world
peace through sports. He worked as an ambassador of “Peace and
Sports,"an international organization for the promotion of world peace,
and renders various support for the Youth Leadership Camp of the UN
Office on Sport for Development and Peace (UNOSDP), whose goal is to
deliver hope to youth in less developed countries through sport.

Hanjin Group selects InterContinental hotel brand
for the Wilshire Grand Hotel in Los Angeles

The Wilshire Grand Hotel, which is to be revived as a landmark in Los Angeles,
joined hands with InterContinental Hotels & Resorts for its US $1.2 billion
reconstruction project.

Hanjin Group, owner of the Wilshire Grand Hotel, signed a franchise and
management contract with Inter-Continental on the construction site,
located between Wilshire Boulevard and Figueroa Street in LA, on Sept. 23
(local time). Attending the signing ceremony were Heather Cho, CEO of KAL
Hotel Network and Executive Vice President of Korean Air, and Joel Eisemann,
Chief Development Officer, Americas,
InterContinental Hotels Group.

The Group said it has chosen the
InterContinental hotel brand because
they believe the hotel brand will help to
achieve its goal of making the new
Wilshire Grand Hotel a world's top
hotel.

In particular, as InterContinental is the
world's top luxury hotel brand that has
won international reputation, it is believed
that the hotel will be able to satisfy the
everincreasing needs of the customers, a
Hanjin Group representative said.

“It would be great to witness the flag of the InterContinental flying over such
a prestigious hotel as the Wilshire Grand," said Cho during the ceremony.
'InterContinental is well-recognized by customers around the world and is
going to present the high-quality services provided by the Wilshire Grand to
the global customers!

Set to open in 2017, the new Wilshire Grand Hotel will be a 73- storey tower
consisting of hotel rooms on the upper floors as well as retail and office space
on the lower floors.

The hotel lobby will be located on the 70th floor, providing guests with a
unique checking in experience while overseeing the skyline of the financial
district of downtown LA and its beautiful night scenery.

The luxury Wilshire Grand will feature 900 guestrooms located on floors 31
through 69. The lower seven stories of the building will house business and
convention facilities, including 37,000-square meters of office space with
stateof-the-art facilities.

The Wilshire Grand will also have tailor-made facilities to offer a special
experience for its guests. The upper part of the building will be a dome,
inspired by the shape of an airplane, and the banquet room will feature glass
doors for guests to overlook the panoramic view of the garden. Moreover,
windows in the guest rooms can be opened to allow customers to fully enjoy
the pleasant weather of LA.
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SkyTeam Cargo signs MOU with Garuda Indonesia

for business cooperation

SkyTeam Cargo, a global cargo alliance, has joined hands with Garuda
Indonesia, the Indonesian flag-carrier, to expand its cargo network in
Southeast Asia.

The two sides exchanged an MOU on Garuda joining SkyTeam Cargo
during the 2014 Air Cargo Forum and Exposition held by the International
Air Cargo Association at COEX in Seoul on Oct. 8.

The signing ceremony was attended by Eom Jae-dong,Vice President of
Cargo Marketing Department of Korean Air, and Batara Silaban, Executive

Vice President of Maintenance and Fleet of Garuda, as well as
representatives of 12 SkyTeam Cargo members.

Garuda Indonesia is expected to become a SkyTeam Cargo memberin 2015
after necessary formal procedures.

Founded in September 2000, SkyTeam Cargo is the first and largest global
cargo alliance. Its 12 members, including Korean Air Cargo, Delta Air
Logistics and Air France Cargo, handle an annual 6 million tons of cargo in
904 cities in 177 countries.

Korean Air continues planing trees in the Kubuqi

Desert,China

During Sept. 22-24, Korean Air
planted trees again in the Kubugi
Desert, Inner Mongolia, which is the
major origin of the yellow dust blown
to Northeast Asia. The airline has
started planting trees in the Ku-

bugi Desert since 2007 as part of its
"Global Planting Project”

About 120 people, including 70 employees of Korean Air and 50 Chinese
university students, participated

in the tree planting activities in the Kubugji Desert this year. The selected tree
species are those that can grow well in the desert, such as desert willows
and poplars.

Korean Air has been cultivating the “Korean Air Green EcologicalForest” in
Inner Mongolia as part of a project to form a large forestation area jointly

undertaken by Korea (Future Forest) and China (China National Youth
Association).

The project aims to plant 1.37 million trees in a forest spreading over 4.5
million square meters by 2016.

So far, a total of 1.2 million trees have been planted on a site of 4.01 million
square meters.

The Kubugi Desert is the seventh largest desert in China and the ninth
largest desert in the world. Defore-

station and rapid industrialization results in further desertification in the area.
The desert is expanding at a scale of five times the size of Seoul annually,
making the desert the origin of more than 40 percent of yellow dust
blowing from China to Northeast Asia, including the Korean Peninsula.
Korean Air hopes its “Green Ecological Forest” project will help to ease the
situation of desertification and will greatly improve the environment
throughout the whole Northeast Asia.

Grand Hyatt Incheon presents’ Discover Korea'promotion

Restaurant 8, located on the ground floor of the Grand Hyatt Incheon East
Tower, has launched the ‘Discover Korea' signature menu, which takes its
guests on a journey to discover the culinary delights of Korea. Two different
menus are available for lunch and dinner until Oct. 31. Vegetarian choices are
also prepared.

The menus are especially crafted to deliver real Korean flavors. Meals start
with pancake rolls, seasonal green salad and snow crab meat salad, followed
by yuja dressing, Korean beef tartare, sweet pumpkin porridge, assorted
Korean pancakes, and Jedong beef stew. For dessert, seasonal fruits, rice
punch, Korean crackers and rice cake are served.

The vegetarian option includes yam mountain salad with citron dressing,
mung bean salad and pancake rolls as appetizers, followed by sweet
pumpkin porridge with beans and assorted Korean pancakes.

Steamed eggplant and tofu
with wild sesame sauce are
served as the main course
with vegetable bibimbap
and taro soup, followed by
assorted traditional desserts.

Fresh ingredients grown in the mountains and fields of the Korean peninsula
are carefully prepared without artificial seasoning to highlight the natural
flavors of Korean cuisine. Lunch is available at KRW 66,000 per person and
dinner at KRW 88,000. The vegetarian lunch is KRW 55,000 and dinner is KRW
66,000 (inclusive of 10% VAT).

For more information, visit incheon.grand.hyattrestaurantskr or call +82 32
7451234,
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Tianjin Networking Club Event at Shangri-La Hotel, Tianjin

On October 21, TNC event was held at the wonderful Lounge Bar of the
newly opened Shangri-La Hotel, Tianjin. A lot of professionals and
entrepreneurs attended the event. The event is organized by Jin Magazine,
and co-organized by American Chamber of Commerce, European Chamber
of Commerce, German Chamber of Commerce, Singapore Chamber of
Commerce and Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce.

Hakan Ozel, General Manager of Shangri-La Hote, Tianjin made a
welcome speech to the guests and hosted the lucky draw session. We're also
grateful for Mr. Li Wenzhong from YY Beer House for the special wine and
craftbeer.

The event proved to be another great success. TNC social event has
become the most important and influential business event in Tianjin and we
look forward to seeing you in the next event.

For more information, please email: tnc@jinmagazine.com.cn

Mirror Fashion and Makeup Show

On the evening of October 1st, a fashion and
makeup show was held at Riverside 66. The event was
co-organized by Riverside 66 shopping mall and
Elegancy magazine. The event attracted many ladies
and gentlemen particularly those who are into fashion
asa lifestyle.

One of the highlights of the evening was the
Mirror theme show, where mirror decorations in various
shapes created magical special effects with their
dazzling reflections.

The catwalk featured work of the designer Christopher Bu who was a
stylist and worked for Fan Bingbing - an A grade Chinese movie star. Liu
Qingyang, a makeup artist, also hosted a creative makeup show in which a
model was transformed with a stunning new look in only five minutes.

"2014 WTA Tianjin Open Players Welcome Party" held
in Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan Hotel

October 7, 2014, "2014 WTA Tianjin
Open Players Welcome Party” held at
Meijiang grand ballroom of Crowne Plaza
Tianjin  Meijiangnan, which as the
co-sponsor gave “WTATianjin Open’strong
support, and obtained the co-sponsor
certificate of honor in the "WTA Tianjin
open official press conference”.

Bloody Mary’s 80th Anniversary Celebration at St. Regis

On October 11, St. Regis Tianjin along with all
St. Regis hotels and resorts around the world,
celebrated the 80th anniversary of the invention of
the Bloody Mary cocktail by holding a Bloody Mary
brunch. The Red Snapper, the original name of the
Bloody Mary was born in the St. Regis Hotel in New York.

For the brunch, the hotel prepared six original versions of the Bloody
Mary created by the six St. Regis hotels in China. Guests had the chance to taste
each of them and learn the story of the recipe and some background stories.

Pacific Links Golf Membership Celebration Banquet

On October 22, the Pacific
Links International Golf Membership
Celebration Banquet was held at the
Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel.
Almost 600 amateur golfers were
| invited to the event where Mr. Du
Sha, an investor in Pacific Links,
delivered an interesting speech
about the achievements of the
organization during the past year as well as his future strategies.

Greg Norman, a professional golfer and entrepreneur who spent 331
weeks as the world's Number 1 ranked golfer in the 1980s and 1990s was
invited to speak about his career and his support for Pacific Links.

Pacific Links International provides golfers with a premium golf
experience through an innovative membership structure that offers access
to the finest collection of affiliated golf clubs from around the world.
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THE FLAVORS OF SPAIN

Spanish Food Festival @Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

Spain, a melting pot of cultures and a crossroads where peoples and

__races meet, is a place whose gastronomy

W constitutes  one  of  the  richest

%  manifestations of its historical legacy.

Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

has invited the famous chef Jordi

Villegas Serra from Spain to work with

our culinary team lead by Chef Humphrey

on the opening of our Spanish Food Festival on the 12th of October, which
is also the National Day of Spain.

Tangla Hotel Tianjin won the “Best Business Hotel 2014”

by City Traveler

2014 City Traveler Magazine Annual Awards Ceremony was held
recently in Shanghai, one of China's most recognized tourism publications.
Tangla Hotel Tianjin has been awarded as the “Best Business Hotel of the Year
2014 winning another new industrial authoritative award.

As the flagship of TANGLA, the high-end hotel brand of HNA
Hospitality Group, Tangla Hotel Tianjin carries out Tangla brand core values of
"Harmony, Elegance, Excellence and Serenity’,and successfully launched the

uniquely personalized Tangla

Ambassador  service. By
delivering  the  oriental
hospitality, Tangla  Hotel

Tianjin got an excellent score
in City Traveler Consumer
Survey 2014, and won “Best
Business Hotel 2014

Pan Pacific Hotels Group extends China footprint
with the opening of Pan Pacific Tianjin

Pan Pacific Hotels Group
has announced the opening
of the 319-unit Pan Pacific
Tianjin in China. This is the fifth
“Pan Pacific”in China after four
other “Pan Pacific” hotels and
serviced suites in  Xiamen,
Suzhou and Ningbo, marking
the extension of the brand
footprint along the east coast and into the northern region.

Part of mixed-use development, The Esplanade, Pan Pacific Tianjin is
situated along the scenic Haihe River and at the intersection of the key
commercial districts of Honggiao, Nankai and Hebei. It is a 40-minute drive
from Tianjin Binhai International Airport and 10 minutes away from Tianjin
Railway Station. Blending history and traditions of the East with luxury and
modernity of the West, the new property promises to deliver the distinctive
“Pan Pacific" brand of hospitality through a wide range of elegant
accommodation choices, diverse culinary delights, versatile event spaces and
discreet, personalised service that have incorporated elements of the vibrant
local culture.

Perfectly meeting the needs of both short-term and extended-stay
travellers, Pan Pacific Tianjin features 289 exquisitely furnished guestrooms
with either a city or river view, and 30 well-appointed serviced suites with full
kitchenette and laundry facilities.

Charity Run to Help Biliary Atresia Infant

A Charity Run organized by a group of 5 hotels in Tianjin, including the
St. Regis Tianjin, the Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin, the Westin
Tianjin, Sheraton Tianjin Hotel and Sheraton Tianjin Binhai Hotel was held on
October 12,2014.The Charity Run attracted around 200 running enthusiasts
and philanthropists from the city of Tianjin. This event aimed to help people
to learn more about Biliary Atresia and draw more attention and care to the
Biliary Atresia infants. Funds raised through the Charity Run in Tianjin will go
towards Biliary Atresia patients’medical account for further treatment.

Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City Appointed Xin Zhang
As DOSM

Mr. Xin Zhang was promoted as
Director of Sales and Marketing
recently by Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua
City. He will oversee the daily
operations of the Sales, Marketing
and Communications, Revenue and
Catering departments.

Mr. Zhang was Director of Sales
at Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City. Prior
to that, he was the Assistant Sales
Director at The StRegis Tianjin. With
his remarkable leadership, Holiday
Inn Tianjin Aqua City won the HG
Greater China 2014 Summer MICE
Campaign.

Warner "Poland Cup" The 3rd International Friends

Invitational Tournament

As part of the 16th anniversary celebration of the Warner International
Golf Club Tianjin, the Warner "Poland Cup" and the 3rd International Friends
Invitational Tournament were held on September 20, 2014. Almost 80
players from the local business elite and others from Poland, Moldova,
Kazakhstan, China, the Philippines, Holland, South Korea, Thailand, Japan,
Canada, South Africa, USA, Bulgaria, Pakistan and another 14 countries were
in attendance. After the game, guests gathered in the Warner springs garden
to attend the awards dinner. There they enjoyed great food and wine and
shared achievements in a relaxed and pleasant atmosphere. It was also the
International Day of Peace and the guests expressed their ardent desire and
best wishes towards world peace.
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Expat Life Compared:
Rural Japan Versus

Urban

hina

By Amy Dunn Moscoso

ave you ever been to a country where
H people didnt think that their country was
the best nation on Earth?

| havent. But after spending some time
outside of my own country of Canada, | can no
longer make that claim. Really, you can't compare
countries and cultures.

However, having lived abroad for two years
in rural Japan, and now on a two year overseas
assignment in China, it's impossible for me not to
compare almost every part of life between China
and Japan. Unfair? Maybe. But also human.

My new life in uber urban TEDA, Tianjin is
very different from my time in the Japanese
boonies of Okayama City, a city of “just” one

million people, little more than a shinkansen (high
speed rail) stop by travelers on the route between
Osaka and Hiroshima.

Does one country come out better? For
me, yes.

Politeness Versus Friendliness

Japanese are famous for being unfailingly
polite. People line up (the glory!) and | was never
once shoved out of a grocery store line up,
displaced at Starbucks or knocked over trying exit
a train by a businessman or feisty granny. No one
horked luggies on the floor of a restaurant or
screamed at each other after a fender bender.
Even people skunk-drunk on saki beneath the

In China, everyone sees
me and smiles usually
accompany stares.

spring-time  cherry blossoms  remained mild
mannered. | once lost my wallet with the
equivalent of 1,500 Yuan in it. It was returned,
intact, to me personally by the police.

There's a world of difference between being
polite and being friendly, though. My neighbours
in China appear pleased to see me and wave,
smile and chat, though a few months into my stay
I have no idea what they are saying. If someone
has a little English they string it together. People
help me carry my groceries as | haul my toddler
up the stairs in his stroller. In Japan, some of my
neighbours didn't“see” me, for the better part of
two years. In China, everyone sees me and smiles
usually accompany stares. Score: China

Food (and Food Safety)

Both Japan and China have alot of food that
is weird and wonderful to a Canadian. In Japan, |
never worried about food safety. | ate raw fish,
horsemeat and beef without concern about food
poisoning. Once, | even went to an all you can eat
raw chicken restaurant. While | found myself at
the very edge of my cultural limit, | didn't avoid
chicken for days or lose my appetite.

In Ching, I've been sick a few times a week,
almost since arriving. The entire nearby grocery
store carried food that is expired—from yogurt to
chicken to dumplings-by the least two weeks
and at most two years. This is far more of a
concernto mein my life in China, as the mother of
two small boys, versus the married but childless
me who so enjoyed Japanese all you can eat and
drink buffets. Score: Japan

Physical Space

In Japan, every bit of useable space was
claimed. There was either a rice paddy or a
building squeezed into every possible square
foot. Even though Okayama was surrounded by
green mountains, it always felt crowded to me. |
once knocked a man off his bike while telling a
story involving a few hand motions.

China, one of the most populated countries
on the planet, always strikes me as spacious. Not
only in TEDA, surrounded by green fields and
factory wastelands but also in (parts of) Beijing.
Trees, courtyards and public squares make
wandering around a joy, though it's best to keep
eyes on your surroundings lest someone fill that
space with a scooter joy ride. Score: China

So which is better, rural Japan or urban
China? It depends on what you value. For me, |
feel a lot happier amidst the smiles, questionable
food stalls and spacious squares of the Middle
Kingdom.
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Celebrating
Moments With You

® Celebratory offers from 30% off
Best Flexible Rates®

B Enjoy 1 FREE night for every 30
conseculive nights’ stay*

B Refer a guest and be rewarded®
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