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, INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of TIANJIN

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER

rlil

IST offers your children a welcoming, inclusive international school experience,
where skilled and committed teachers deliver an outstanding IB education
in an environment of quality leaming resources and world-class fadilities,

IST i15,.. fully accredited by the Council of International Schools {CI5)
IST i, fully autharized as an international Baccalaureate World Schoal (1B)
15T Is... fully acgredhited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)
-‘z (5T i5... a full member of the following China and Asia wide internanonal school associations;
ACAMIS, ISAT, I5COT and EARCOS

tianjin _
international
school

fﬁrl-llln

ey KARLS "ﬁb JSAC

Interrsiorl

Schinls of China

LEARN WITH PURPFOSE

Website: WWW.ISTIANIIN.ORG  Emall: info@isnanjinnet  Tel: 8622 2859 2003/5/6
Welshan South Road, Shuabggang, linran District, Tonjin 300350, PR.China



e
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY

AT TIANJIN’S PREMIER INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL!

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF TIANJIN 2015-2017 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS NOw!

Imtermattongl School of Twegin [I5T) 5 once AEAM proed o anouncs ity scholarship program far stedonts in thewr Bnal two yeas of
wehoal, The prestigious two year 5T Scholarchip ranges m volue fromabout RMB 162K (USD 26X approx] to b maamum of about
RME 395K {USD 64K approx), and is an outstanding eduecational opportunity for a limited numbas of seudents of excepnonal tabent.
Students who successhully complete ine twowvear program will eam Donbdie Diplomas, the 15T High School Diptoma and the FULL
Insernattonal Baccalaursage [1B) Oiploma

Far more information, or to receive an application package, please visit
http:/ fwwoiclstianjin.org four-enrollment-process fscholarship-program)/
(vou can also sean the QR code at the right to go to this link)

or call us at 022-2859-2001,

The closing date for applications is Friday 13th February 2015 at 12:00PM.

INTERNATIONAL  Justsome of our recent university acceptances:
"’; SCHOOL Of TIANJIN Brawn University University of North

—— Cornell University Carolina, Thapel H

Working Learning Acting TOGETHER johns Hopkins Unluersiy University of California
KAIST Los Angeles
Koroa Unlversity University of Cambridge
Apen =N, Kyoto University University of Melboume
e ) Seoul Mational University Unlversity of Toronta

University College London University of Washington
Uriverdity of Beitish Columsbia Waseda Unsversity
g Fie 1 University of Laltarnan, Berkeley  Yonsed Unpdersity
-
Kiiis fsa
v+ Dyt ‘
INTERNATIONAL SCHOO0L OF TMANIN
WEL AU ST BT Sediab i o by 108
At DS TRETT TR by B3RED DR, Oi ik SRR (32 385G A0 s 1 . g

TUL &0 | )0 033 0] FACE 86 {33] 79%% 2000 .
WED wew ctigificeny - TABAIL (e =i il e L Jae=T] (LRt SU T I

Tk Internations] School i proud fo hodd dual accreditation
by the Western Association of Schoods and Colleges (WASC)
and the Coundl of linernational Schoals (CIS)

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN TEDAvG
Buddy Reading

- INTEENATIONAL SCHOO

/-~ Teda International School
il h_ No.72,Third Ave.Teda.
S~ & Tianjin.China 300457

- www.tedais.org

86-22-6622-6198
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CROWNE PLAZA

ROMANTIC RENDEZVOUS @RENAISSANCE

“
Book ou"R" romantic dinner on February 14, 2015 Fiﬂd chmy NESt” in Tianl'n
and spend an unforgettable evening gt Renaissance Tionjin Lakeview Hotel, HOITIE Away FI'DITI HOI!'IB @ CI'BWI'IE Plaza Tlal‘ljll'l Majlangnan

Fire House Valentine's Day Set Menu, RMB 1,188 net for 2 pax

{Inclusive of 2 glasses of sparkiing wing)

BLD Valentine's Day Dinner Buffet, RMB 388 net per person

[inclusive of 1 welcome cockiail]

Embraced wummmcmuﬂmwm Apartments ane
conversently locates in the touching and restoring Megiang commenity.
O 83 - 157m* apartments are all l*uly furnished and equipped.
hecompanied with our friendly and resssunng seevice tearm. we alsa offer:

Vo cewig cptions wish crestive intormaticrst boffet. tateflul Chines conine Fash

Makr food, Lo dbeatean sooifing U ae £ hotil end otres thoes amre
“Exciunive Raidants’ Loverge and ovanw fioess 000 ndocr snd autdosn
any mogte optionm to your destiraticn amywere in Targn

Sweel Treat;
+ Enjoy above menus {or spend over RMB 992 af Fire MHouse).
and get one rose soap gift box per couple.,
» By choosing above menus you can enjoy ¢ sweet room rate op Valentine's Day
at RMB 379/neft per night in Deluxe Room,

inclusive of breakiast buffet lor 2 pox | Wi Bark with hope. e & boauty saiie £
(Need 1o present the voucher upon check in®) WWM&WM ! Eran® Suparmarcet (1.5kry 1
Shiog Oy Shopping Cender & Supenmarkes
iy itmmunonal Setmck ()

2 glasses of Valentine's Day cocktail at The Lounge for just RMB 68 net

*Voucher available at Bre Houwse and 8LD.
For maore ntormahon and reservotion please contact 5822 3388

rutod Farrity Pospital (Tern) | Amcone Hossta [Sim) | Intonmabona 5G5 (Tl

Al ope — Your fdeal “Home” m Tiangjin! Why oot cafl us naw!
For mote. infarmation please call SBM x-ﬂlﬂlﬂ'mmﬂ&l

R
3-
: East 1o St oyl Road (Oppeosibe 10 it Moty Conference & Exhifntion Center] g Ortrc L Tarisn F5 Clie 0023
RENAISSANCE ﬁ i Tt o865 77 SBUT 6666 Fax. ~B4 72 5T b4
THAN S LART Wl W i T Www
ﬁlxin’ — ..._\ - — - e —_— - - o . o i el 8

14 By Shut Read, He X District, Tianjin, 300041, China 1, 86 22 5822 3388



Benkay 50% off day

January — March, 2015

Monday
50% off on Salmon Sushi and Salmon Sashimi
Tuesday

50% off on Tempura

Reservations: 83198888 Ext. 3558

...g,,/: No. 189 Nanjing Road, Tong Guan Road Entrance of

. . The Exchange, Heping District, Tianjin, China
hotel nikko tianjin Tel: 8319-8888 Fax: 8319-2266

KEBWEIE www.nikkotianjin.com

Pasta Gift rup 138

e mf Genn Jur « Plan Twised
| » Flus B ¢ sl Frus Bun
v Hawtern By = Fragrant Suey
» Com Four gzin = Presosiy Bun

o Fpif Date Filing Twal

AL EA TS (SO RS AT WisF

Prosperity Gift Box rws 358
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Riverside Chinese Restaurant [~ <= _ - wrl
Far moes imfamasbon, eass 382527 £S5 &t 2211 . - ‘ Y l]_ :
* Chinese New Year Family Pot 7338 ol ! Efbﬂ;\ FEIBE

* Chinesa New Year Fortune Pot ¥ 888 - - e Holiday Inn
" Chiness New Year Supreme Pot |\ 1,288 <

The Chingae Lunar New Year ‘Poon Chol 8 golng o b lsunched cul ol Riverakle Clness Restawrant in Holiday Ien Taanjin
Riverside Due Camonsss mastes chaf peronally chooses the premum ngrediants such sa Abalone, Sea Cucumber
Shank's Fin, and feh Maw with The #iection of proviing debcate and sarumplious fhod 10 satiely our gounmet's saiva and
laste b in Chinsse beled by saling Pocn Chot' layer and layer can absolitaly get far you and your famiy & good fortunes
Fattecton. unity and happness, proper in business wil oo fogether with you afler having our gaod aman Fodn Chad'

o) T
. 1 & L i & B =T Ti 1 ; ;
Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside [z, Susmin s =™ EE

Bosvagniet Valentine's Dav Buftel Dinner o) Cafe Visla

RAMEB. SZ 1 noh por ot
S B osSCuUive romiestil sleese BT
O0A AN M C OO | T I0ars] ol =
et [heclorvid ciaBebobhl Unpy the e mraiibagie weso s ity ibsbee, and e vl Velewites L PP
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CONTENTS JANUARY 2015

FEATUIIE

The Alcohol Culture of Tianjin
BRI, ZEMER!

Tanjm FreeTrade Zone
FE (R#) BHRERBX

.
i Delivering Italian Tastes to Tianjin

New Tianjin Location Starting November 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Address: No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District
GG DX ER ] B 2245 )
Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
* Phone: 8829 7772
* Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com
» TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.

King Hall Hotel
Address:No.22 Huanhu Zhong Lu
Rl R E B 22 5
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PEOPLE
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PROMOTION
. B

A Top-Floor Penthouse Makes
A Comfy Home

Support
Encouragement

People who share our
goals and beliefs

All of these things help us
to discover how we fit into

the place that God has
put us.

Join our fellowship
Sundays at 8:30 AM or
10:00 AM in Tianjin or at
10:00AM in TEDA as we
discover God and His
great plan,together

The National College Entrance
Exam Reforms &% #siE

HREMFECREREFZE

LOOK&LEARN

What Water Are You Drinking?
PRUGHIRA4K?

LIFESTYLE

Love On-line
PIER AR

DINING FEATURE

Eat Well, Love Well
WEREF, FAA

HEALTH

Better Health via Feet Soaking
£XZFE B WM

Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan
Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel

Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside

Hotel Nikko Tianjin
Wanda Vista Tianjin
Pan Pacific Tianjin

The highly esteemed Dagu Bndge & A combination
War and Peace with the In-laws  o¢ china and the West—the Bei‘an Bridge
KARRBRFHTHF—REH 5 RESDRE A BHHF—ILZH

JANUARY 2015 CONTENTS

A Foreigners Reflections On
the Postpartum Moon Month

TIANJIN IN
PHOTOGRAPHS

- ‘:\‘

! TRAVEL
a4 Harbin Ice Festival 56
LOWKRZIR

: TAX| TALK
46 : Seatbelt 58
L ReHMEER

TIANJIN TIP

48 Tailor-Made Clothes 59
D ERRKERE

¢ PARTING SHOT
52 : Bye-ByeE-mart 74
PORR, B¥48

YY Craft Beer House
Tianjin International School HR CLUB
International School of Tianjin SOMERSET SINOBO
TEDA International School TNC
Smartkidz International Tianjin ISETAN JINGS STUDIO

Montrose Wine House

Ding Tai Fung
Fleur De Lys Restaurant REX Service

JIN MAGAZINE 11



WHAT'’S ON FEBRUARY

: pp
* Western Shore Museum
D BRERE

- Piano Concert

: R

: BRATSERERT RS
DD W, . e
: Time: 20:00

ADD: No.3 Youyi Bel Lu, Hexi
| WX AR
: Tel: 8622-23263505

I
* Western Shore Museum

| ERTAR
B R L LI LT ERT SRR ™
: —

New year's Piano Concert by Li Yue
: and Students

: ADD: No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
- WERAE LS
! Tel: 8622-23263505

Hello Kitty Musical: Magic Kingdom
HELLO KITTY# R “OZMMEEE"

Time: 10:30

ADD: No.3 Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi
FHP R IR PR3 S

: Concert by Take Five Quintet

DOEET MRW RS

: {iH: Take Five EZ
: Time: 19:30

: ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
| PR E S
+ Tel: 83882000

: PP P Tianjin Grand Theatre RREARIBE

Mu Lan Children's Chorus
L BJLmTY

D REMEAREEFe
D ALEAAEH

: Time: 19:30

* ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
: PR HLE AL

: Tel: 83882000

Stage Play by Mahua FunAge: Sherlock’s Troubles

FhOREMERCRME (HRENE)
Bith: FROBRIE
Time: 19:30

ADD: No.6 Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi
KB P KR 6 S

- Guitar Concert

I REREMHME

B ERTeRRE
D R

. Time: 19:30

ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
WP SO
: Tel: 83882000

: Concert by Hiroko Seta and Sheng
: Zhongguo

: RENE

C BRERERTRASEEE RS
. BPE, BT

: Time: 19:30

ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
: IR PLES AL
: Tel: 83882000

}} } Tianjin Jinwan Grand Theater
RS R B

Lang Lang

City New Year's Concert in Tianjin
205X MR N EF S S

i RERA

Time: 19:30

ADD: Building 4, Jin Wan Plaza,
48 Jie Fang Bei Lu, Hepin
FEAE KRB R85 A S8

12 JIN MAGAZINE

02/21-22 02/23-24

}}} Tianjin Guang Hua Theater XK #tJe4E8IBE

Puppet show: Thumbelina Visual drama: Dragon
EEARAM (HEGR) ADWERM ()
Time: 10:30 Time: 19:30810:30

ADD: No.2 Nan Bei Da Jie, Hexi

KB X R AL k2 S

FEBRUARY

WHAT'’S ON

Akarua, Central Otago Special Wine Tasting  SRRUENMAAERBETIRES
H#: 2H7H, WA

Time: 14:00-16:00 B 14:00-16:00

Price: 100 yuan / person Yri: 100004

Location: 100 meters past the Rongji Hotel, which is Mg KERFEH R PHREHIE KRR ER

across the street from the Tianfang Meiyu apartment AR A T1006 ( UG )

complex located on the extension of Weijinnan Road, BEaQ

Xiqing District, Tianjin REBAE: 20A

Contact: 15900202175 and ask for Ms. Wei WABANR: 1590020217584+
Alipay payment: lisaful123@hotmail.com (after BADEALE 95w

successful payment, guests will recieve a SMS to lisaful 123 @hotmail.com

participate in activities) Gt EEERESmES)

G 02/21-22

} ’ } People's Stadium REARKHEE

2015 Guo Degang-De Yun She

Celebrate the Spring Festival Crosstalk Conference
2015 “HF+E" BEAR ATHFERTEEEE

Wiy M=

Time: 19:30

ADD: No.33 Guizhou Lu, Heping

KEPHPFE X H B335

@ 02/05-08

b } ’ Chinese Theatre Kt E AR

Crosstalk Conference by Tianjin City Folk Art Troupe
S D FAcil ) e ]
EREHFRERD2015EBVEARRLE

i Kz

Time: 19:15

ADD: No.104 Harbin Road, Heping
REAFFEIR/RET1045

X BRI EEN

LS L r
www heilaishequ.com
BRT 207 88S ' $£TR
HETMREROPMENTER
0 & R Evens: (0GA-(12 2 26 54K800
English JR622100845

£

. promotechingmarket . com

) P

beb blc c2c

Information
latform

BEEE L i e = ot
i i ERR R ]
PCM Tee Co., Lid
4 £ Fax; 00EG022.I8258800
# Rhathine: 08602228 1 163%
ymtranslationtochingse
shypd ! chéstruttnestd

o TG 241 {1 —
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TIANJIN NEWS

Jin Magazine Honorary Advisory Committee
(SERE) HEREBABRRS

Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei reduces coal
consumption

Goodman Secures Tianjin Binhai Concentrating Solar Power

.

as a Major Customer for its New Development in Tianjin

TIANJIN NEWS

...

REX SERVICE®

100% Effort Professional Relocation Service
ApdrEnE Ry, BATEN L

Andmwrmm ﬁﬁ;gi#ﬁﬁ%mﬁmﬁﬁ*i#ﬁﬁﬂmamiggF IR RRRRRRRRRERERERERERENNRDDD])
P g peEmEl i e e S e SR SIS R P A BN D s maed i s i e S s B b S K LR S A M R RO
RERpEmERER REERARRER, TR AT SAIR 2T E ARSI S, LHTRA . REREE TN SRR S S SR AT, BP0 5RO
B RATER 7o, 201 TAE RUREUME I 2 BURR H: 20124580 6300 70, Her, EZBERARAFTCEEFRY, T PEXRZEREERS T EERERS 22,700 FEi5kE
Bjoern Lindemann Abssiag 1300 Jjme, KA 1000 770, AW 4000 Jiv JRT kG, 3B T A B RN S | B RO, Sl SRR
Regionsl “‘“‘5"“‘“‘“; xnd Nanth a"‘:‘f' o . , . EFRU. 20 E AR ks, SHREE 44,680 FIRRMMER D%k, ¥ATMEET 2014
Gommercnin Ghina—North China Mxreire cepertipjents mek g the Natioial Developmentand Riefom 11 AT, SETESAMEEHES 2,600 T30, RESHIHR KL AR H R0
PRI Ay ke Commission and the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, have i, feN AT R, RTINS BANIA T, SR RAETRD. ERAH
= P launched an interim regulation on the management of reducing consumption A ST A 3 e :
Christoph Kaiser i . regof e g 9 P BT, R P O R R A TR .G, R R AR EUE
General M from Turck (Tianjin) and aiternative energy of coal in major areas.
Technology Co., Ltd According to the regulation, the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei area will cut 63 Goodman Group, the global integrated property group which owns, develops and manages
B/RTE (M) FHEARAT REE million tons of coal consumption in 2017 when compared to the amount in industrial space, is pleased to announce that it has signed a new lease agreement with Tianjin Binhai
a h 2012. Bejjing, Tianjin, and Hebei province will reduce their coal consumption by Concentrating Solar Power Investment for 22,700 sqm of prime logistics space at Goodman Binhai
" 13 million, 10 million, and 40 million tons respectively. Hi-Tech Industrial Park in Tianjin.Strategically located in Binhai New Area in Tianjin, Goodman Binhai
- P . i ] jin.Strategical in Binhai New Area in Tianjin, man Binhai
Tianjin Chapter It is said that the implementation of the interim regulation aims to Hi-Tech Industrial Park has excellent accessibility to the expressway network and s in close proximity to
PEEEFERR TR eliminate outdated capacity, reducing the consumption of coal, and finding and theTianjin Binhai International Airport, It comprises two single-storey industrial facilities, providing a
""""""""""""""""""" utilizing premium energies as alternatives to coal to eliminate air pollution and total of 44,680 sgm of prime industrial space. With an estimated end value of U5$26 million, the project
A T improve air quality. was completed in November 2014. TBCSP will take up one of the two buildings at the development as
Sir. Partner Attorney at Law In the process of reducing the use of coal and finding alternative energy its manufacturing, and research and development facility.
ANFHRER IR BT B E AIT supplies, the government will provide a series of support policies, which include TBCSP specialises in the production of solar energy storage technology, such as receiver,
Gabriele Castaldi accelerating the construction of a power grid of networked channels, reflection and tracking software, as well as related solar equipment and accessories. Itis a
Vise puseideat of the Earopees Cham) completing the environmental protective electricity price system, and wholly-owned subsidiary of Shenzhen Nuclear Power Engineering Construction Co, Ltd. (NPEC), a
of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter supporting the coal consumption reduction and alternative energy utilization in "National Hi-Tech Enterprise” specializing in the engineering and construction of nuclear and
____________ *ﬁmﬁ‘&mmm a cross industrial dimension, petrochemical facilities. In September this year, NPEC signed an agreement with Tianjin's Binhai New PRREEEEEEEEREREEEEAEENEERERERasanane:
Hank Martin Itis reported that Beijing continuously enhanced its pollution reduction District to invest RMB3.5 billion in the establishment of a solar thermal power development base in Special discount of for
Owner from Hanks Sport Bar & Grill last year. The average density of PM2.5 has fallen four percent. In addition, Tianjin Binhai New District. PR Dmma ”h’xgwx e
Hnak” s RTEE is managing its pollution levels. The amount of days whose air quality met Philip Pearce, Managing Director Greater China for Goodman, said, "We are delighted to welcome 1 10% ciscount for shipments 1o Austrais, New Zesland, USA and
minimum standards increased 31 days in the first nine months of last year. TBCSP to our latest development project in Tianjin. This agreement is a testament to our ability to meet SR o S NS T I e oL
Jim Belcher . i } o y i / = i i W Forsign teachans from intemiional schools all qualify for discounts on
Headmaster from Tianjin International Sehool Moreover, Hebei province reduced coal consumption by 15 million tons last the demands and specific requirements of our clients in diverse industries. ke
KA year, realizing a negative growth of coal consumption for the first time. Goodman has four other industrial properties in Tianjin, including Goodman Wuging Logistics
""""""""""""""""""""" Centre, Goodman Wuging E-commerce Park, Goodman Landport Logistics Estate and Goodman LU ERRRASHLE
:la-ﬂ‘ Whngp — Xiging Logistics Park. The Group continues to eye opportunities to invest further in this city. HE1, AEEHRREHN200THES.
i 2, EEGHHN, FERAKAT, FEZ,
T . . . i .
RS (X ) W& KHAREK HUYA Bioscience International Establishes Alliance R, WEKHEASEH ORI,
................................... w‘ith Chj_na Wu ; De\.relo HiehL o s, AEREEEEERNMEET,
. : - A re & < * FERERENRIHTAL,
Martin Winchell Volkswagen China delivers 3.68 mln automobiles
Chairman, the American Chamber of 5 NN IS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEE
Commerce China, Tianjin Chapter in 2014
PSRRI oeK
................................ Our Services:
Michael Hart VEW, PR AT SRR R KRR AL, KA TN R, B, W CANE (TR
; i n: G H:""" i f“‘.l’.’i'_;jh BCOhF Ot Rl R . DAY R ARSI IR T P Pretriy
SRR UG R R R B2 e SRR AR AL, B ESER AR KA () B, 2014 SAEpBARRERT,, AP (R ) BFRsK e
----------------------------------- YIELRRAESL T ) A ERR. EHE B PR F AR A 368 T (2013 AREIACHT 327 J9iR ), FEHEHS 124 L el B R
Micharel Yeung e e — %, BEHHEE 2004 SFER, GRET PEREFEINAR, FFENH, KRS ERR RS R,
Honorary Chairman from Hong Kong Chamber R e e R aCOBEINg Hhe gio MR 265 TWGT. B8, B RASHEHEES ST/ AT, AR — R . hanghai, Guangzhou
of Commerce in China, Tianjin development of China's pharmaceutical innovations, recently announced a mmﬂﬂm g R e S
FRASTHS SFUER strategic collaboration agreement with China Wuqing Development Area, a Volkswagen Group China delivered 3.68 million autornobiles to market in the Chinese mainland BLR. LN, "N ZX. W, L. REREEENG
dd ” state-level economic and technological development area located between and Hong Kong in 2014, up 124 percent year on year. The automobiles jointly delivered by mew?m
Tecritory Developer for SUBWAY Tianjin Beijing and Tianjin. The collaboration will focus on promoting biomedical Volkswagen Group China, Shanghai Volkswagen and FAW-Volkswagen also include 221,000 imported Tiariin, China. 300202
P - innovations from companies located in the Area, models. A total of 2.76 million Volkswagen automobiles were delivered in 2014, up 10 percent year on :':h“ i3 P olocom
-------------------------- T The alliance combines the expertise of both HUYA and China Wuging year,l thanks to popul.ar moc_iefs including Lavida, Santana and a new Jetta model About 578,900 M:18522057388 Mr. Jerry Zhang
Wei Chaoyi (PHLD) Development Area to promote biomedical innovations originating in Wuging Audis have been delivered in the past year, up 17.7 percent year on year. In the luxury market, 236 line:
Chict: Hogresendtive m;“w;“"“m with global market potential. Chinese pharmaceutical companies in the Area will Lamborghinis, 2,600 Bentleys and 46,900 Porsches were delivered in 2014. Jochem Heizmann, head of Hotline:400-882-1060

be able to leverage HUYA's international pharmaceutical knowledge and
networks, and consult with HUYA's team of experts in drug development and
commercialization. HUYA will also assist the Park in introducing business and

Volkswagen Group China, said the company managed double-digit growth above the market
average in 2014. In November last year, a Volkswagen solely invested automobile parts plant opened
in the north China port city of Tianjin. With an investment of 265 million euros, the plant is the 18th
built by Volkswagen in China, and will mainly produce a new generation of direct-shift gearboxes.

@ e S aim -

nex onove SN é‘;” JiMA .

:  investment opportunities. :
of the first name initial. |2} FASlHEA A TRUTHT, HPIRsMER

The names of the honorary advisers are listed according to the alphabetical order
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JIN TEAM

LETTER

SARATOGA

5 | : ity
E POINT COOK

® LY . | ]
FROM THE EDITOR 127 hFSE R
MAGAZINE - F A -
: FEBRUARY :
ell, we are now officially through the winter and with the Spring Festival
W justaround the comer. Responsible Institute o L 1 : . - ”
Ourfeature article will deal with the drinking aspect of celebrations T'a’““;' !r;tematmnai Culture Communication i = 0 < 'I = l a b & fn
and the Spring Festival as we cheer in the year of the Sheep or Goat (3 Yang), recognized :::ICI :; :: : ‘ :
for the qualities of love and peace. During the celebrations, we hope everyone will enjoy : 1 JinwanMedia Group _ ‘ 2 = > -3 [’_‘;
their favorite drinks, whether it will be the traditional Chinese"white liquor”or Bailiu B, ! i Editor-in-Chief
or Western wines, champagne, single malt whiskey or custom brewed beer. In any case, : 1 LiJuanjuan . : . _
drinkwisely and don'tdrink and dve. et Regen e Chist EKAFEN - TESH - BRNS - REERFREF - REBRS - LIE%S - HBEERE
February is also the month of Valentine’s Day and we will look at the tradition and Editors
how it all started and lovers should not forget the 14th. We also look at Chinese dating Monica Wang, Leticia Zhang
websites if you are in need of new relationships. Regular Contributors

Our travel destination is Harbin in the most northern province of China,
Heilongjiang which literally means Black Dragon River, which is the river that borders
China and Russia, in Russia the river is called Amur. Harbin is becoming a popular
destination for Chinese; with six different airlines that offer the daily 2-hour direct flight
from Tianjin, it is very convenient. We also will look at the Tianjin Free Trade Zone from a
business perspective and our regular district review this month is Honggiao.

Culture will consider the aspect of Chinese in-laws from the foreign wife and
another view from the foreign husband perspective. Not an easy task to establish a good
relationship in any marriage but even more difficult when it involves different cultures.
Almost as difficult as finding a good tailor or doing well in the National College Entrance
Exam as reviewed in our Tianjin Tips and Education sections respectively.

Jin Magazine wishes everyone a wonderful holiday and best of health and fortune
in the coming year of the Sheep. Happy New Year! Hr&E R Xin Nian Kuai Le.

YRS H PR EZ R, RABIDET RIEE SHPERRIEE, $E
AEEE, BB ZFRET K, MAHERRIITStRRIRE S
HALECE. ATRBUEPR, UHEREAEEEEE, YRACHRANEMA. 2H14
B, RREAFTHMARHAY. MRMRERSE, AHARRITXI RN AT
B, SRR, A AMRNEE M, RODEEIT RN WE” RREE, X4
BHETEES URMA/REE R K S TRIFRETY, BTLURARRM SR GE, YIsend R
WRERSCTE, BSEIEIRE ~PRoR IS, (R b 2 B S P S Sk AR A el
EAMEE, SHBERRMMHNSEE, WFGERE LMz, S5, ($H
KHt) SRAFHFEYUR, FFERE, e, Time!

Monica Wang

Got a passion for Tianjin?
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nWestern traditions, during a

celebration such as New Years, birthdays

and weddings, champagne and the

popping of the corkis an integral part of

the event. If you are watching the final
championship of an important title game in
football, baseball or racing, what is the
tradition? It is usually the popping of
champagne bottles and flowing of endless
cheers of happy celebrations, With the
Chinese Spring Festival or known as Chinese
New Years in the West, the time of celebration
and good cheer will be upon us soon,

What is the traditional drink in China?
Without a doubt, it is Bai Jiu 135 literally
means “white liquor”or sometimes referred to
as white wine, but make no mistake it is strong
distilled liquor usually about 40-60% alcohol
by volume. By comparison, most Westemn
liquors are usually 40% and wine is 12-14%
and beer is 4-6%. Bai Jiu is usually distilled from
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sorghumii; 3 Gaoliang and can vary in
quality and price.

The low end is ErGuoTou —#3kcan be
bought in any corner store in a small 250ml
green bottle for 2rmb or the most expensive
50 year aged class made by WuliangYe F}t
# (literally means 5 grain drink from Sichuan
province) will cost over 26,000 RMB (over
$3,000 USD) for a one liter bottle. For the
Westerner, the taste of Bailiu is formidable,
no matter at what level of quality due to the
higher strength and is usually referred to as
“iet fuel” Fortunately, it is usually served in
very small glasses, However, the problem is
at a banquet there are many guests and
many small glasses and the tradition is to
down the glass in one gulp, referred to as
“Gan Bei” T4k literally dry glass or in the
West: “Bottoms Up".

One can try to avoid the ritual by trying
to substituting your Bailiu with water or trying

to convince your host to spare you by
proposing the toast: Sui YilfiRX which means
"as you please”or “cheers"in place of the
traditional, “bottoms up”GanBei. Even
proposing half salute or“BanBei (47, literally
*half glass’may be acceptable but be
prepared that all this may be in vain, because
*Face”or saving face, is extremely important in
this society and nothing is more cherished by
the Chinese host than seeing his guests be
happy. By Chinese standards, success is
measured by the amount of liquor consumed
and if the guest becomes inebriated to a state
of being intoxicated, the host has succeeded
and it was a great party.

BaiJiu has been produced in China for
the past 5,000 years and has many
classifications, one method is by fragrance.
The first fragrance is known as "Sauce”or
JiangXiang %7 a highly fragrant distilled
liquor of bold character, named for its
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similarity in flavor to Chinese fermented bean
pastes and soy sauces. To the Western palate,
sauce fragrance Baijiu can be quite
challenging. It has large amounts of chemical
compounds, which in combination with the
ethanol in the liquor, imparts a sharp
solvent-like note. To the initiated, it is quite
delicious and is considered the perfect
complement for fine preserved and pickled
foods JiangCai #3£.

This class is also referred to as
"Mao-scented" 25, after the best-known
liquor of this class, Moutai. Moutai is produced
in the town of Maotai 3+#& in the southwest
China, in the province of GuiZhou. The reason
there is the difference in the commercial
name of Moutai and the official pinyin,
MaoTai, is because the brand name is over 200
years old and was translated using the
traditional Romanization method. In a similar
fashion to the existence of old names of
Tientsin and Peking for Tianjin and Beijing
respectively. There is also thick fragrance,
NongXiang i or LuXiang % Thisis a
class of distilled liquor that is sweet tasting,
soft and velvety in texture, and mellow, with a
gentle lasting fragrance. Most of these liquors
are made using fungus type starters. An
example of this type of liquor is the expensive
one, WuLiangYe from the city of Yibin in the
province of Sichuan.

Other fragrances are: light fragrance
qgingxiang & or fénxiang %% Delicate, dry,
and light, with a delectable mellow and clean
texture in the mouth. An example of this kind
of liquor is Fenjiu #33# from the north China
province of Shanxi (117, Not to be confused
with the neighboring province of Shaanxi (2
"as) B, Itis interesting that the actual pinyin
translation for both provinces is the same so in
order to make a difference; they added the
extra"a"although tones are different. The way |
remember the difference is the capital city for
Shaanxi is Xian P52 and Taiyuan AJgis the
capital of Shanxi.

Finally there are rice fragrance Bailiu
m i xiang & and honey fragrance
féngxiang #7, a class of distilled liquor with
the fragrance of honey. Liquors of this class are
subtle in flavor and sweet in taste; and layered
fragrance: jianxiang fegror fuxiangf&# which
is a combination of all the above fragrances.
Each province will have a local brand but the
most famous and well-known brands are from
the province of Guizhou with MouTai
achieving international recognition with its
white ceramic bottle.

Wine

InTianjin where the infamous "white
liguor”reigns supreme is there room for wine?
To find the answer we sought the advice of a
local wine expert Mr. Zhang Jie. Mr. Zhang’s
penchant for wine began as a hobby in 2005.
As he drank wine with friends, more than just a
good drink was found, a business emerged. In
recent years Mr. Zhang has gone on to start
and run a successful wine importing company
headquartered in Tianjin. As such, he himself,
the business he owns and the many
customers who enjoy his selection of
imported wines are all evidence, yes, there’s still
plenty of room for wine in Tianjin.

Our conversation with Mr. Zhang
revealed however, like so many others things
wine upon arrival in Tianjin, put simply “has
changed” As the old saying goes when in
Rome do as the Romans. So too wine like the
expats that are in Tianjin for the most part
become "localized” What are some of the
biggest differences in how wine related
culture in Tianjin is different than overseas? For
a start, wine tends to link people to different
social groups here. As Mr. Zhang expressed,
folks who love to drink“white liquor”
essentially the equivalent of drinkable
gasoline, don't tend to drink a lot of wine. Thus
these two social groups tend to function
somewhat independent of each other. For
example Mr. Zhang personally rarely drinks
white liquor. Likewise, most of his friends do
not drink white liquor either. Instead when
they get together, be it for business or
pleasure, they drink wine.

HOWEVER, AS MR. ZHANG
REVEALS, PERHAPS A CHANGE IN
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE, NAMELY
FROM WHITE LIQUOR TO WINE,
WILL RESULT IN A CHANGE OF
SOCIAL CIRCLES.

Expats may actually want to keep this bit
of Tianjin alcohol culture in mind when living,
working and playing here. For some, they may
feel absolutely required to drink white liquor at
business or social gatherings as illustrated in
the stories in the outset of this article. However,
as Mr. Zhang reveals, perhaps a change in
alcoholic beverage, namely from white liquor
to wine, will result in a change of social circles.
As such, the'need"to drink unwanted white
liquor will be drastically reduced.

A second difference in Tianjin wine
culture is that of quantity. In Tianjin wine
drinking has been “localized” That means, the
more the merrier, therefore drunken bouts
may likely occur. This is in contrast to how
some expats may typically drink wine. In other
countries wine may not be drank with the
explicit intent of getting drunk. Overseas folks
might drink wine for the alleged health
benefits, such as a half-glass of red wine each
day. Clearly the goal isn't inebriation. Likewise, if
wine is drunk with meals, perhaps a glass or
two will be consumed. In such a case, again,

Mr. Zhang Jie
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no intoxication may result.

Therefore as wine has found its place in
Tianjin's alcoholic culture it may not be the
type of wine drinking expats are accustomed
too. Forget the scene of a single glass of wine
being sipped on slowly as the night slips
along. Instead in Tianjin, Mr. Zhang said a few
bottles of wine amongst friends wouldn't last
the night, as some local party goers drink a
glass of wine like its water. While the social
circles in Tianjin may change according to the
alcoholic beverage being chosen, the style of
drinking doesn't appear to change much at all.
Large quantities of wine are often consumed,
and very likely everyone will be footloose and
fancy free by the nights end.

What types of wine are popular amongst
expats in Tianjin? Mr. Zhang states red and
white wine both sell well. White wine is
enjoyed more in Southern China, while red
wine is catching on in the North. A top seller is
a medium bodied red wine from France called
Domaine Val Colombe which sells around 180
RMB/bottle. Another favorite is from France,
Grand Vin de Bordeaux at around 300
RMB/bottle. A selection of both dry red wines
and dry white wines from Chile also sell well
amongst both locals and expats. One thing
Mr. Zhang stressed though, price is not
everything. Higher price does not
automatically mean higher quality. Therefore
find a wine vendor which can be trusted and
let ones palate be the guide. Drink wine that
actually tastes good, rather than simply being
expensive.
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arkeghas seen various typef‘ot wines in Tianjin.

Wine culture is growing throughout
China. Mr. Zhang notes year by year the
quantity of wine being imported into China is
on the rise. Interestingly though, as with so
many things, wine culture in Tianjin is still in its
early stages. From Mr. Zhang's perspective it
has only been within the last 10 years that
wine drinking has started to pick up some
momentum in Tianjin. Staying true to its roots,
Tianjin tends to be slow on adoption when it
comes to accepting “outside” things, which
includes wine. Still Mr. Zhang is optimistic
about the continued growth of the wine
market within Tianjin.

Why not try a craft beer

Beer

Next on the list of alcoholic beverages to
be discussed along with its related culture is
beer. Beer has faced the same challenges as
wine when it comes to Tianjin. Namely, it isn't
white liguor. White liquor historically speaking
has been the quote un-quote mainstay of
northern China alcohol. As such it has sat as
bit of an undefeated champion with little to
no competition. At least it did, until about
twenty years ago when Mr. Lee a Tianjin native
and his beer came a knocking.

It was the year 1994 that the young
musician turned beer enthusiast Mr. Lee
Wenzhong took to the streets of Tianjin t©
introduce everyone around him to beer. Mr.
Lee had found his passion for beer while
pursuing his dream of becoming a singer in
Beijing. Like so many other musicians no
doubt a lot of time was spent in bars and
pubs. As such it was inevitable to spend some
time drinking. Interestingly though, white
liquor was never Mr. Lee's brew of choice.
Instead it was beer that hit the mark.

Since Mr. Lee had been mostly pursing
his music career in Beijjing he had a great
opportunity along the way to see what was
new and up incoming not just in music, but
also in the bar business. There he found
drinking beer not only something to be
enjoyable but something he could possibly
turn into a business back in Tianjin. While
Beijing had more bars than one had the time
or money to visit, Tianjin on the other hand
was sorely lacking them and foreign beers
were virtually non-existent.
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Thus it was that a new bar and beer
pedaling business began. Early on Mr. Lee
took to promoting his passion of beer the old
fashioned way, via word of mouth and
personal introduction. This experience
revealed to him how deep the white liquor
culture runs in the hearts of Tianjiner's. Tianjin
locals like any good northern Chinese, love
their white liguor. With alcohol percentages
running from 40%-60%, maybe even higher,
this“jet fuel” packs a punch and is makes
getting drunk really easy.

Beer on the other hand was seen as
wimpy, watery and well “foreign”. Foreign it
was as one of the main brands Mr. Lee was
introducing at the time was Corona™ ( %}
28 ) . Perhaps while hard for expats to
imagine, at the time other than at Mr. Lee’s
newly founded Tianjin bar called YY Beer
House, it was next to impossible to find
Corona around town. Twenty years ago a
few foreigners had already found their way
to Tianjin. Of course they were more than
excited to find out that Mr. Lee's YY Beer
House had brought with it Corona™. This
proved to be only the beginning as in Time
YY Beer House came to offer not ten,
twenty or even thirty, but rather 50
different beers.

Fast forward a few decades and Mr. Lee
is now hardly the only bar in Tianjin. Yet, the
majority of Tianjin locals still love to drink
white liguor. This is not to say that the beer
business is bad though. With over 20 years of
history, right up until today the YY Beer House
is going strong, still offering many different
kinds of foreign beer. Yet, drinking other
peoples beer was only the beginning and not
the end for Mr. Lee.

His ongoing desire to find new and
interesting foreign beer brands for his bar lead
to finding a whole different aspect of beer
culture. Why drink someone else’s beer when
you can drink your own? This self-made is
beer is being called craft beer ( F T AHuE
1% ) . Itis the creation of the beer lover itself
Of course it takes some time, study and effort
to make beer. The equipment and raw
ingredients are not cheap. Mr. Lee is proud of
the fact that as of a few months ago he has
yet again brought something new to Tianjn
and to beer lovers, in opening a second bar
called YY Craft Beer. There he brews his own
beer. What is fascinating in talking with Mr. Lee
(beer) and Mr. Zhang (wine) is how one’s
choice of alcohol seems to dramatically
change ones sodial circle. Beer drinkers tend

Craft beer making

to hang out with other beer drinkers. While
wine ‘connoisseurs”find other wine
enthusiasts for companionship. That being
said the hard core white liquor drinkers still
seem to be hanging on to their shot glasses.

Expats and Beer

While Tianjin locals are slowly but surely
expanding their alcoholic horizons by
drinking more wine and beer, what about
expats? What beers top the list of Tianjin
expats? Based on the observations of Mr. Lee
over the past 20 years of serving bear to
expats, the top three are: Tsingtao (i M),
San Miguel® (4= 777845), and Guinness® (f&+-
S Other expats have found Harbin (%
JRiFENELT) and Yanjing GieRELT) also to be
decent Chinese beers. The Japanese beer
Asahi (% H37), along with the Korean Hite {
L) can be found in Tianjin as well. Local
beer brands can be found pretty much
anywhere, from little convenience shops to
large grocery stores. Imported beers however
are not as “widely available” The best bet for
Tianjin expats wanting to buy that brand from
abroad would be to head to an international
hotel, a bar marketing to expat clients, oran
import store.

Mr. Lee comments the "after work”expat
crowd was one of the first groups to start
regularly coming to his bar in Tianjin some
twenty years ago. For expats there is no"sales
job"needed when it comes to drinking beer. It
is pretty much a given for many. Not to
mention while drinking beer with friends may
be a common thing, getting drunk may not
be. Unlike eastern culture where drinking
alcohol may be closely associated with
drinking a lot and getting drunk, in the west
such behavior is far more commonly

associated with teenagers or collegiate
students having wild parties and getting
hammered.

One thing expats may find a challenge
in Tianjin is getting a cold beer. In the west
beer must be served cold. Anything else
would simply be lunacy. However the
Chinese standard of cold can often leave
expats dumbfounded. Overseas finding a
cold bear is as easy as getting gas. There's
where the first problem starts. Gas stations
overseas are typically at every corner. With
gas stations comes a little store with
refrigerators stocked with beer, and cold beer
at that. In Tianjin gas stations are not at every
corner. Not to mention it is highly possible no
one is buying anything other than gas at the
gas station. Therefore expats may find
themselves going on a bit of journey trying to
find that cold beer. Nothing is more
frustrating than finally finding a fridge full of
beer, only to find out the fridge isn't turned
on! Or the fridge has been set at some
ridiculously high temperature so that the
beer isn't even cold!

Mr. Lee knows well the issues associated
with cold beer. He states if a beer really is cold,
expat cold that is, locals may not want to drink
it! For Mr. Lee it isn't an option though. With an
estimated fifty percent of his customers being
expats, he not only sells some fifty kinds of
beer, he makes sure they are all cold. However,
Tianjin locals may have a real issue with this.
This is due to cold being directly associated
with disease. Be it cold from the air
conditioner or cold from that beer, cold is bad.
Cold will make one sick and cause a number
health problems according to Chinese
medicine.

Therefore Tianjiner's accepting beer into
their alcohol culture has more than a few
challenges. One is that alcohol volume is too
low. The watery nature of beer at a mere 4-6%
of alcohol content might not even be
classified as an “alcoholic” beverage to some
locals. Second, it has a distinctly different
flavor than white liquor. Be it craft beer, which
is handmade by beer experts like Mr. Lee
using high quality imported ingredients, to
the standardized flavors of mass produced
beers, a common thread is there is no real
“bite"to beer. Beer at its best is smooth and
refreshing, no”jet fuel”after bum. Third,
temperature is a huge issue. White liquor right
on par with Chinese medicine methodologies
is served at room temperature. Beer on the
other hand is served ice cold.
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Whisky

Quality single-malt whisky in China
commonly comes from abroad and its
consumption has been treated as something
of a Western hobby. Attaining whisky from
around the world is growing interest of
Chinese people given how varied its regions
can be. Most ideas of the drink are commonly
associated with its purity and international
nature spun out of Scotland. Single-malt
whisky can fetch various prices and comes in
many different varieties which appeals to
people looking for an alcohol which can be
experimented with over time.

Given their appeal to this largely
untapped market, whisky clubs have been
popping up in more international cities like
Beijing and Shanghai over the years; only more
recently has Tianjin also picked up on the
trend. Much like how golfing has exploded
from the business class to a more open market
ofindividuals in lower classes, so will
single-malt consumption over time as people
seek alternative alcohols. Not only isita
relatable cultural point when doing business,
but the indulgence of fine liquors is an act
which helps relax busy individuals while the
smaller guantities keep away negative health
ramifications. As everyone is well aware of, the
consumption of copious amounts of alcohol
tend to bring down the health of people. In
this situation though, less means more, and
less alcohol means the chance to spend that
maoney on something of greater quality.

Acclimating to fine single-malt whisky
isn't always easy says Sylvia Kim, who manages
her own golf training studio as well as a whisky
club."People can experience headaches after
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trying a single-malt whisky as their bodies are
used to consuming fake liquors often sold at
local bars!The strong taste of the alcohol can
also be a slight deterrent for beginners which
is surprising considering that baijiu is drunk as
though it's water. Strong tastes and
introductory headaches aren't going to keep
away a growing group of enthusiastic
proto-connoisseurs. While expats in Tianjin see
a whisky club open and think, “Finally’, the
locals haven't had any experiences with such
establishments. They see the comfortable
atmosphere, smoke-free environment, fine
service, quality liquors; and they seek more. To
many locals, they're acquiring the tastes and
making demands for superior products. While
seeking real luxury products can take many
forms from purses, clothing, shoes, makeup,
etc; when it comes to food and drinks it can
directly influence your health,
Conclusion

The alcohol culture of Tianjin is similar to
the rest of northern China. First and foremost is
white liquor. However, this trend may be
changing although ever so slightly among
what the Chinese call ‘eight zero after"and
"nine zero after” These translated into Chinese
means “born in the eighties”and “born in the
nineties” These younger Chinese are in the
process of establishing a new alcohol culture
inTianjin. Add to this the major changes in
governmental policies as it relates to Chinese
officials and "entertainment”. In previous years,
drinking white liguor in massive quantities was
perhaps a common practice among some big
wigs. However with the misappropriation of
public and private funds being a very hot topic
in all of China right now, the public partying

has at least to some extent been curtailed.

White liquor is seldom drunk in
reasonable quantities. With 40-60% alcohol
volume it really doesn't take much of the“jet
fuel"to take off. The issue is such
uncontrollable drinking in the context of
business dealings, or in front of the public eye
isn't as cool as it used to be. With such, comes a
slight redirection in Tianjin alcohol culture.
Calmly sipping a glass of wine at a fine
restaurant far more fits the part of a polished,
well-educated, well-traveled executive or
government leader. Far more relaxed yet in
control is catching a few cold brews with
buddies after work, rather than loudly
shouting, laughing, and staggering around
after a being filled up on’jet fuel”

When it comes to alcohol culture in
Tianjin, expats should realize"what"they
choose to drink will likely dictate to"who"they
drink with. So too "who" expats are drinking
with may well dictate "where"they go. Business
in Tianjin is not without its social aspect. With
social events likely comes drinking. Thus arrives
the questions of what to drink and how much.
Expats will perhaps be far more prone to drink

WHEN IT COMES TO ALCOHOL
CULTURE IN TIANJIN, EXPATS
SHOULD REALIZE “WHAT" THEY
CHOOSETO DRINK WILL LIKELY
DICTATETO“WHO" THEY
DRINKWITH.

less when compared with locals. Locals have as
stated in the outset long since linked drinking
absurd amounts of alcohol with goods times,
prosperity, and close relationships. Therefore
no matter what drink is drunk, should it be
with locals, perhaps there is still the possibility
that quantity will be on the high side, along
with lots of toasting, and "bottoms up”

No doubt there will be many
celebrations during the Spring Festival or other
events that have liquor, but just remember to
drink wisely and if you drink, don't drive.
Always make safety first your main objective,
and think ahead by having a designated driver
who will abstain from liquor or plan to take
public transport or a taxi. There is always an
alternative better than risking a fine and
cancellation of your license and an accident.
So enjoy the coming holidays and Xin Nian
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DELIVERING

ITALIAN TASTES TO

y Bryce Cristiano

hina is quickly becoming quite the

cultural center as so many

nationalities of different cultures and

working backgrounds come to the

country looking for something which
they can't find in their own homelands. While
Tianjin is notably less international than places
like Beijing and Shanghai, it’s certainly no
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Marco at workis .

stranger to expats; who have certainly
prominent appearances in NanKai district.
With the introduction of more foreigners to a
city comes the chance for locals to engage
with those from all over the world as well as
trying the foods they bring into China. Italian
food, already being quite the staple of many
other Western countries, has begun to curry

favor with locals over the years. While large
businesses like Pizza Hut are far from authentic
Italian cooking, it is locations like this which do
open up locals and incline them to seek
authentic Italian cuisine. Luckily for the locals
and foreigners of Tianjin, there is a man
making his rounds in the Tianjin restaurant
circuit who heralds from Italy and comes to
share his beloved food to locals.

Marco Barboni is no stranger to working
within China though as he has already been
established in the country for quite a number
of years, even working in multiple Tianjin
ltalian restaurants. From the start of his life, he
was seemingly certain that held follow after
the hotel and restaurant business of his
parents. As such, he pursued an education in
all aspects of the restaurant world from
management, cooking, and serving. He's a
man who understands every role of the
restaurant and as such now manages things
quite well as the head chef of an Italian
restaurant based in Wuging district. Prior to
Wuging; he also held positions at two
restaurants in JinWan Plaza and the
Haiguangsi area.

Originally coming to China with his
girlfriend who studies Chinese, he was
inclined to study both English and Chinese in
order to get by in the intemational Beijing life
and enter the restaurant world in China.
Having spent his time in places like Shanghai
and Beijing, he has grown to enjoy the laid
back nature which many expats to Tianjin
note as being their favorite traits. Beijing might
certainly have a more livelier nightlife, as
Marco concedes, it's far too busy and
crowded; being intended as a city more for
younger people. Tianjin though has a much
more casual feel and is just a better
environment for actually living a life. Another
great trait of Tianjin which Marco expounds
upon is how while Tianjin may be a large city,
it's certainly not as international as places like
Beijing and Shanghal. Meaning that the city
still has the local charm of Chinese culture
rather than feeling like a European city.“If |
wanted to live in a European city, | wouldn't
have to come to China for that’, notes Marco.
Tianjin feels more a city of the locals and the
student expats rather than a flurry of tourists,
which while added tourism would be a perk
to Tianjins' economy, it would certainly detract
from the local feel.

PEOPLE

ATTENTION TO DETAILS AND THE
SUBTLE FLAVOURS ARE THINGS
WHICH HE FEELS ARE VERY
IMPORTANT TO ITALIAN COOKING.

Afan of Asian culture and a chef himself,
he's also a big fan of Chinese foods. The only
negative remarks he could make is that rather
than the spices playing subtly into dishes and
helping bring out the taste of the other
ingredients, they're rather overbearing.
Sichuan foods are fantastic but the over
abundance of spices can goto such an
extreme that it’s hard to even taste the food
you're eating with the spices. Also he touches
on something which is also pretty bizarre to
other foreigners as well, that being the rate at
which food flies out of the kitchen in Chinese
restaurants. You can sit down and have five
dishes under your nose in a matter of ten
minutes. Even in the large restaurants it may
take a while for them to produce all the food
necessary to appease every guest but when it
does come out of the kitchen it comes as an
onslaught of 20 trays on massive carts. While
this expedited food is great, Marco feels that
Chinese chefs can be a bit quick handed with
food and might miss details of the food in
order to simple get it out in time. As a chef
he's enthusiastic about the food he is making
and wishes to take his home food and share it
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Marco Barboni

with people who have never experienced it
before. Since it's such a sharing experience for
him, he feels it necessary to put a great deal of
time into the preparation of the food.
Attention to details and the subtle flavours are
things which he feels are very important to
Italian cooking.

When asked about whether locals have
had any bad experiences acclimating to
authentic Italian cuisine, | was quite surprised
to hear that he has never had any issues. The
people who go out of their way to visit a
foreign restaurant understand that they'll be
trying tastes which could be entirely new to
them and even if they don't enjoy every
flavour of the food, they seldom complain.
Two issues that he has had were with the
serving of certain pasta dishes and the
saltiness of certain food being over the normal
bounds of Chinese tastes. While many
Chinese people are of course used to eating
noodles and pastas, they don't quite enjoy the
texture of al dente noodles (being noodles
which are cooked for a shorter amount of
time in order to keep a tougher texture). It's
really just the uncanny valley of food at that
point. You sit down to what you assume are
soft noodles and experience a different
texture which could be sorewhat deterring,
Even I've noticed that Mexican food doesn't
fare to well in China. Despite knowing of some
great Tex-Mex cuisine in Tianjin, the locals
aren't used to products like burritos which
include mashed and spiced beans. The only
instance which Chinese people normally eat
beans are the sweetened red beans, so it’s

hard to break that conditioning on how a
food should be prepared.

While Marco does love his life in Tianjin
and China and sees the country as being
remarkably less crime ridden than his own
home town, he does plan on returning for the
holidays like most expats living abroad. His
family has had a hard time understanding just
why he would want to stay in such a faraway
place but hopefully the experiences which we
have here in China will help our families back
at home break some of the misconceptions
that they have about Chinese culture and
daily life. It's certainly not easy for most people
to be so far from home but brilliant chefs like
Marco can alleviate some of the
home-sickness we may be having by
providing foods which wefe all familiar with.
In time we should get to see more foreigners
coming to China to not only alleviate any of
the homesickness which expats have with
their cuisines, but to also contribute to the
international nature of Chinese cities which
are becoming bastions of international
activity.
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ccording to Baidu there was big
news on December 28,2014 in
Tianjin. It was on that day that the
Chinese State Council officially
approved the establishment of the
Tianjin Free Trade Zone. In Chinese the Tianjin
Free Trade Zone is called Kt H 1 5 BiE6 X,
or for short K2 H #IX. Not just Tianjin got
good news. State Council also approved to
setup free trade zones in Guangdong and
Fujian.
The Tianjin Free Trade Zone is a big deal.
It follows the pattern of Shanghai's Free Trade
Zone. Baidu reports that Shanghai setup its
free trade zone in the latter part of 2013. Its
overall area is about 120 square kilometers.
Interestingly, Tianjin's Free Trade Zone will be
about the same size. The Shanghai Free Trade
Zone made big news on arrival and has
continued to do so. Namely these free trade
zones make the headlines because they bring
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The formal announcement of the Tianjin Free Trade Zone is extremely significant

TIANJIN FREE
TRADE ZONE

by Carmen King

with them the relaxation of many major
policies and procedures as it relates to
investment in China, particularly as it relates to
foreign investment.

Restrictions related to opening a business
inTianjin typically relate to what type of
business can be started and how much capital
must be invested. For example some sectors
like the financial one has been off limits to
foreigners. Another issue may be thata
company can be founded however it must be
a joint venture whereby a significant portion of
power and proceeds would go to a Chinese
investor. Obviously this has never been very
attractive to overseas investors. Also on the list
of troubles with starting a business in Tianjin is
setup time. In the past it may have been very
time consuming, taking months, even longer
to setup a foreign owned business.

Last’s year Shanghai free trade zone
changed all of that. First, it was to bring with it

new opportunities for foreign companies to
invest in previously restricted or controlled
areas. Second, it was to allow wholly owned
foreign businesses instead of forcing expats to
find a Chinese partner to share profits with.
Third, business startup times were reduced
from months to maybe weeks. Completely
revised processes to allow for quick setup
meant new business could hit the ground
running without wasting valuable time and
money while they waited for government
approval.

Initially Shanghai's Free Trade Zone was
to be a“test” Meaning if it proved
unsuccessful or in other words non-beneficial
to the Chinese government, well it stood to
be altered, or even shut down. However, the
past year has shown strong growth in the
Shanghai Free Trade Zone. Continued interest
by foreign investors has lead to the Central
Government not only keeping the Shanghai
Free Trade Zone going but adding additional
incentives to draw additional investment. This
is huge because it reveals the Central
Government is at current supporting the free
trade zone concept.

All the success of Shanghai's free trade
zone led to talks of more free trade zones.
Where? When? Of course these have been the
questions everyone has been asking. The big
news came in recent months. Finally everyone
could stop guessing and start planning to
make their investment! As stated earlier, not

ol

OTETHE BINHAI NEW AREA
WILL PERHAPS BE A MORE
““METROPOLITAN"LIKE AREA,
WITHGREATER DEVELOPMENT
INTERMS OF FINANCE,
SHOPPING AND COMMERCE.

just one new free trade zone has been
approved, but three. The locations are Tianjin,
Fujian and Guangdong. Interestingly, this
would create a network of four free trade
zones that span the country. From north to
south, the list will go Tianjin, Shanghai, Fujian,
and finally Guangdong.

Expats who have been to China know
that cultures and personalities vary greatly
from north to south. Thus the setting up of
four different free trade zones is significant.
Each will not only provide more options for
expats to invest in China, but also the option
of choosing which area best suits their
business. If possible expats should research all
four free trade zones before making a move.
Try to understand the local culture of the area
surrounding the free trade zone. As likely a
number of investors will be from those
surrounding areas. Not to mention initial
customers of a business will perhaps include
those nearby the free trade zone in which the
company is setup.

TheTianjin Free Trade Zone will look to
replicate the successes of the Shanghai Free
Trade Zone. However, this should not be
interpreted as it will be a duplicate of the
Shanghai Free Trade Zone. Why? Well, first off
remember that the Shanghai Free Trade Zone
was only a“test”or “beta’ That means that
policies would be analyzed as to effectiveness
and edited or altered accordingly. Second, the
Central Government has announced that each
free trade zone will offer exclusive localized
policies. This means that by virtue of the laws
governing the four different trade zones, the
Central Government can control which types
of businesses enter and invest there,

Policy control has long since been a
favorite of the Central Government for
controlling growth and development
throughout China. The Tianjin Free Trade Zone
will have three functional areas. These are not
all in the same exact same location. Instead
when looking at a map, they look like three
“islands". Each will function as part of the
overall Tianjin Free Trade Zone. Yet at the same
time the three areas will offer investors
something different in terms of geography
and foundation for their business to be built
on. The three functional areas are as follows:
the Binhai New Area Central Business District
(CBD), the Dongjiang Free Trade Port Zone,
and the Tianjin Port Free Trade Zone.

Note the Binhai New Area CBD will
perhaps be a more ‘metropolitan’like area,
with greater development in terms of finance,
shopping and commerce. The Dongjiang Free
Trade Port Zone and Tianjin Port Free Trade
Zone area will likely be good choices for those
in the manufacturing, logistics, and shipping
industries. With the Tianjin Binhai International
Airport in the immediate vicinity, no doubt
those related to the aviation and
transportation industry will also be interested
in these areas. Thus for investors looking to
leverage the new Tianjin Free Trade zone, they
will need to not only choose*Tianjin’, but also
choose which one of the three free trade
functional areas to invest in. Each will have its
pros and cons, so do homework accordingly.

It has been mentioned before in this
column, business in Tianjin is like the rest of
China in that Central Government policy
matters. What the government says goes. In
this respect, the formal announcement of the
Tianjin Free Trade Zone is extremely
significant. As Beijing continues to bust at its
seems with over population and Shanghai’s
cost of living soars, Tianjin may truly be one of

BUSINESS

the best investments out there. Especially for
investars looking to tap into yet another major
Central Government initiative, that is the
integration of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei. The
Tianjin Free Trade Zone stands unique as the
only free trade zone in northern China and the
closet to Beijing. With official free trade zone
amended policies set to take effect on March
1,2015 now is the time to get those business
ideas finalized. The next three years will prove
interesting as the Tianjin Free Trade Zone goes
from dream to reality.
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here are many places you can find to

live in Tianjin, or you are already

familiar with all those hotels, serviced

residences and even private

apartments. However, | feel it is
unlikely you have heard about this
apartmentwhich many of us will cal’'home’
—and now we would like to pay a visit and
unveil it to you.

Suited on 36th floor of Somerset
International Building Tianjin, this penthouse
sits on the ideal location along Nanjing Road
and in the heart of Tianjin's CBD. This apartment
overlooks the Five Avenue District (aka. Wu Da
Dao Area) in the south and TaiAn Dao in the
north, amid this building is already known for
unblocked view of the city. To the east and
west, Xiao Bai Lou and Bin Jiang Dao are within
walking distance. You will easily find variety of
dinning, recreational and shopping options.

Being on the top floor, you will have easy
access to the new 24-hours gym, residents
and breakfast lounge. Other conveniences
include Starbucks, a new minimart, and several
local and foreign banks are located in the
same building. This property is owned and
managed by Ascott and you can rest assured
that most of your other basic needs are well
managed and taken care of.

This 322 sgm penthouse has one master
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ENJOY THE UNBLOCKED VIEW OF
SKYLINE WHILE SITTING INTHE
HEART OF THECITY

bedroom and two guests'rooms, two living
rooms and the dining area are separately
located to match the different function of
space. You will have a fully-equipped kitchen, a
maid’s room and aplenty storage space.

Besides those functions mentioned
above, the management invites you to help
give some ideas on what else do you prefer to
have for the rest of the spaces; they may
consider doing something specially tailored to
your preferences. All you needtodois to
SpeaktoThem...

Monthly Rate: RMB46000
Daily Rate: RMB1730+15%

For reservation or more information, please
call Somerset International Building Tianjin at
(86-22) 2330 6666 or visit our website at
wwwithe-ascott.com.

Canteen

Kitchen

Bathroom
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Past Events

Tianjin Monthly Executive Breakfast Briefing
January 15, 2015 - The Astor Hotel

AmCham China, Tianjin Chapter held its first Monthly Executive Breakfast Briefing of 2015 at the Astor Hotel Jan. 15. The guest speaker was James
Zimmerman, who took over at the start of the year as chairman of the AmCham China Board of Governors.

Zimmerman reviewed with the audience — nearly 40 CEOs, general managers and senior level executives - the chamber’s vision and mission, and
how they were being translated into member value. He also introduced the major upcoming events, including the Business Climate Survey launch (Feb.
11); APCAC conference in Singapore (March 11-13); White Paper launch (April 21); DC Outreach and Conference (April 27-29); American Ball (May 23)
and July 4th Celebration.

The Monthly Executive Breakfast is becomning a signature event for the Tianjin Chapter, providing members an excellent opportunity to meet
Tianjin's Executive Committee members.

Upcoming Events

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Forum Networking Night
Time and Date: 6:30PM ~ 21:00PM, February 10
Venue: The Westin Tianjin

2015 AmCham China Business Climate Survey Breakfast Briefing
Time and Date: 7:15 AM - 9:00 AM, February 12
Venue: The Astor Hotel

Address: Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051
TEL: 86-22-23185075  Contact person: Amanda He amandahe@amchamchina.org Website: www.amchamchina.org
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European Union Chamber of Commerce Tianjin Chapter
Training Portfolio

European Union Chamber of Commerce Tianjin Chapter is pleased to offer you our
Full-day Training Calendar for 2015. The training programs combine theoretical learming and
interactive sessions. The main emphasis is on the skills and tactics to facilitate your daily office
work and business operation.

We look forward to contributing to the success of your business with our programs that
will enhance professional growth, raise motivation and inspiration, enlarge relation within our
broad business community, and sharing
the best practices and cases.

For other updated information on
Breakfast Briefing, GM Briefing, Social
Networking, Seminars and Workshops,
please check on your website:
www.europeanchamber.com.cn or on our
event APP.

Event Start Title Time
2015-01-16 | Microsoft Office: Better manage your data—Excel data analysis skill training (Chinese) 09:20 - 17:00
2015-03-17 Negotiation Skills (English) 09:20-17:00
2015-04-17 | Microsoft Office: The good document processing assistant—Document typesetting skill training(Chinese) . 09:20-17:00
2015-05-21 Collaboration & Positive Influencing Skills (English) . 09:20 - 17:00
2015-06-19 | Microsoft Office: Automatic data report quickly design—Excel PivotTable training(Chinese) 09:20 - 17:00
2015-07-09 Effective Presentation Skills (Chinese) 09:20-17:00
2015-08-21 Microsoft Office: Operate easily and perfect show—PPT making skill course(Chinese) . 09:20-17:00
2015-09-10 | Coaching & Feedback Skills (Chinese) 09:20 - 17:00
2015-10-16 | Microsoft Office: The charm of Office mix and match—Working tips cross different Office suits(Chinese) | 09:20-17:00
2015-11-05 | Time Management Skills (Chinese)_ . 09:20-17:00
2015-12-18 | Microsoft Office: The Road to PPT Master—PowerPoint Designing and typesetting skill training(Chinese) . 09:20-17:00

Download Events App

With more than 500 high-profile events, seminars, trainings and
warking group meetings held every year, the European Union
Chamber of Commerce in China is one of the most active organizers
of business focused events in China. Download our FREE events
calendar app today and enjoy a great number of the new features.

o -EI Download EURObiz App
s Pl b o The Chamber's business magazine features Chamber news, information on
o

.
=

upcoming Chamber events, Chinese and European economic analysis and
regular news briefs on topical business issues. The print magazine is
distributed to members bi-monthly, or published real time online at
www.EURObiz.com.cn Please download it now by scanning the QR code.

g
.j.z},uo.

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
B B BX - [ e x B 2 =

41F, Tianjin World Financial Center, 2 Dagubei Lu, Heping District, Tianjin 300020.
REMAPEEOLICE2EXBRRERMPO41E | BFEERTE300020

Tel: +86 (22) 58307608 Email: tianjin@europeanchamber.com.cn Website: www.europeanchamber.com.cn

Em Shiyt Dao Song No. 18 Binshwl Dad, Hex, Tl {nlecstction of Binstwe Dao and 24 Shan Roed)
Avetode 08 Restsumant’ BF Riverside 68, 168 Xing An Lu. Heping Ohasnct

AnEBeRass  Successful Ending of
HR CLUB HR CLUB 2014 Annual Celebration!

Mr. Xu Yongge, executive chairman of HR CLUB,
made a report on 2014 annual work summary and 2015
planning of HR. CLUB, represented wonderful activities and
concrete service the club would bring to member enterprises,
and looked forward to wonderful 2015 planning with us,

Then the launching ceremony of college students’
employment service platform named “Helping Students” was
grandly opened. The club will fully open college students®
employment service platform in 2015 to make contribution to
helping college students get employed.

Hotline: 2423-9638/2423-9636/157-607-15692
HRCLUB website: http://www.tj-hrclub.org

The celebration started at 15:30. Zhang Ruilin, director of
Tianjin Human Resource Market Management Committee and
CEO of Northem China Talent Market, made an opening speech
and thus HR CLUB 2014 Anmal Celebration officially opened.

The consultation on HR CLUB Campus Tour: Tina Lv/ 24239638/ tina_hrclub@126.com

HR CLUB 2014 Annual Celebration and Launching Ceremony of College Students’ Employment
Service Platform was held as planned at Tianjin Famous Mansion on December 26th.

We invited many guests to gather at this celebration, such as senior chief inspectors, managers of HR
from member enterprise, professionals in the field of HR,
partners of HR CLUB, as well as guests from government,
colleges and universities, associations, media and so on.

Finally, the club solemnly elected
“The Most Respected Human Resource
Manager in 2014”, “Outstanding
Contribution Award of Human Resource in
2014"and “The Best Human Resource
Supplier in Tianjin Arca™.

2014 HR CLUB Annual Celebration
and Launching Ceremony of College Students’ Employment Service Platform
has achieved great success. Great support from each member enterprise and
partners was appreciated by the club! Let’s continue to go forward hand in hand
in 2015!
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Splendid View,

Long Staying Suite Bedroom

by Bryce Cristiano

Luxurious Experience

leek, modern, comfortable, and

localized; just a few positive words of

many to describe the experience of

the living spaces in the relatively

brand new, Pan Pacific Tianjin.
Opened in late 2014, this hotel boasts an
impressive level of space and modem
amenities which are important to those
visiting a foreign country for the first time.
Cozily settled in between the Red Bridge (Jin
Gang Qiao) and the Ancient Cultural Street,
this location offers some fantastic views of the
HaiHe river and Dong Nan Jiao areas,
dependent of course on which side of the
hotel you stay. The 319 guestrooms
accompanied by the exemplary 30 serviced
suites offer a range of amenities and service
types for those to decide what they need out
of their stay.

The serviced suites are really at the heart
of the Pan Pacific experience and as such we
were treated to one of their spacious living
suites for a night. Normally intended to be
reserved for at least over a week, these rooms
offer everything that a traveling couple or
small family would need for a luxurious visit in
Tianjin. The serviced rooms themselves start at
52 square meters for the Studio King and up
to0 91 square meters for the Premier One
Bedroom. The room we stayed in was the
Premier One Bedroom, coming in around 91
square meters. With all of that room, guests
are treated to a small kitchenette, a living
room, combined bedroom, and bathroom.
The room itself had a great design, leaving the
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impression that it was a sophisticated space
and the integration of massive photo-prints of
Tianjin location adorning the walls of the
room was a pleasant surprise.

With a fridge, an oven, a coffee maker,
and a stove top; guests have at their disposal
the resources to prepare their own meals. If
you'e graced with culinary experiences, that’s
just fine since the hotel offers three restaurants
and the ability to order food 24/7 to be
delivered right into your room. The kitchen
area expands out into a massive living room
offering a plush couch, two arm-chairs,and a
desk for working. If you're worried about
having guests over to your room, you'll have
more than enough room to occupy them.
Between the living room and the bedroom,
the suite has two large televisions with a wide
range of channels from Russian Television to
local CCTV. The bedroom is of course the
heart of any living space and it doesn't
disappoint here. It's easy to fall into the bed

THE HOTEL RESTAURANTS HERE
AREVERY HIGH QUALITY,
BOASTING SOME OF THE BEST
CUSTOMER SERVICE 'VEYETTO
EXPERIENCE IN CHINATHUS FAR.

and drown into a sea of comfort. If you can
manage to pry yourself from the luxurious
bed, the bathroom is just a step away. The
earthy and modern design of the bathroom
makes for quite the treat here. A large tub and
shower room are just behind thick panels of
opaque glass, with the toilet also having a
small room of its own. The main space of the
bathroom offers plenty of room for getting
ready in the morning. From doing laundry,
dressing, or ironing; the bathroom feels like a
den of preparation as you manage your
appearance for the day ahead.

The hotel restaurants here are very high
quality, boasting some of the best customer
service I've yet to experience in China thus far.
The buffet we got to experience really raised
the bar for what a buffet can be. No trays of
dejected food here, instead you get the best.
Fresh prepared sushi with sashimi cut right
before you, hot pot prepared on the spot,
malatang, gourmet cheeses, fresh barbeque,
and hearty soups offer anything you could be
craving. The buffet feels well managed and
abundant, and indulging in unlimited sushi is
always an added plus. Along with their Noodle
Bar and Hai Tien Lo; the Pacifica is just one of
the restaurants offered here. For those
needing a great place to settle down during a
stay in Tianjin, one can do no better than
checking into the Pan Pacific Tianjin, their kind
lobby staff will be more than willing to assist
with any needs that arise.

#C CITY OF MELBOURNE

Fruitful Cooperation Expects Promising Potential

Melbourne-Tianjin Friendship Flagship Project: Tianjin Government Leaders Training Program

10-Year Anniversary of Tianjin Government Leaders Training Program

The cooperation and exchange programs
have, since Melbourne and Tianjin established sister
city relationship, covered a wide range of areas.
Education programs are considered the most
significant by both cities.

Tianjin Government Leaders Training Program
(TGLTP) stemmed from the friendly relationship and
is viewed as one of the most important training
programs. The idea of such a project was first raised
and discussed during the celebration of the 20th
anniversary of the sister city relationship. Ms.
Xingjun, the then Member of the Tianjin Party
Standing Committee and Director of the Party
Organization Department, led a delegation of
government representatives on an official visit to
Melbourne. During the visit, the two cities had
in-depth discussions regarding the strategy for
training Tianjin young government and corporate
leaders. The result was a tripartite agreement
between the two governments and Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT). TGLTP
was officially denominated and initiated in
September, 2001. Senior economic management
personnel from Tianjin Party Committee, Tianjin
government, District and County Bureaus as well as
major SOEs were sent on 12-week business
management training programs. Until now, more
than 270 leaders from all Districts, Counties and
Bureaus have taken part in 16 such training
programs in Melbourne.

The success of the programs also gave rise to
active participation those interested from other
industries. In the past 13 years, short and medium
term training programs held in Melbourne include:
Tianjin Government Work Placernent Program,
Finance Bureau Leaders Training Program,
Institution of Tertiary Education Leaders Training
Program (organized by the Municipal Commission
of Education), Media Professionals Training Program
for personnel from the Municipal Administration of
Radio, Film and Television, Hedong District English
Language Teachers Training Program. Others
programs are currently under preparation and will
be initiated in the future. These programs will be
held for management personnel from the
Municipal Planning, Environmental Protection and
Quality Supervision agencies.

The training sessions are comprised of
administrative management and corporate
management and are held in the form of lectures,
seminars, industrial briefings, field trips and
mentoring. Apart from the professional lectures,
participants of the training programs would also
visit their counterparts in relevant fields and
departments for observation and symposiums. It is
a universal consensus reached by the participants
that such systematic training programs have been
profoundly beneficial in broadening one’s horizon
as well as lending a deeper understanding of

Australia’s politics, economy, culture and history. The

programs were also instrumental in improving their
management proficiency while giving close access
to the networks of both the government and the
business community in Melbourne.

Thirteen years ago, government-led
international training programs with such large
scale and duration were not only considered a
visionary innovation in China, but also a completely
new adventure in the global community for friendly
exchanges between countries with different
systems. The results of such innovation were
overwhelmingly positive at the managerial levels
across many fields when graduated traineescame
back toTianjin and adopted what they had learnt
during the training program.

By December2014, 16 successful TGLTP
programs have hosted a large number of senior
management personnel from The Tianjin Municipal
Party Committee, Government, Bureaus, Districts,
Counties as well as the fields of trade, finance,
science and education, culture and sports. The
success of the program has laid a profound
foundation for the sister city relationship. It helped
facilitate wider, deeper cooperation and exchange
between the dities and raised the relationship toa
new height. Moreover, it provided infinite potential
and possibilities for future cooperation between the
“Model Sister Cities”
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Cheer for themselves

THE NATIONAL

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAM REFORMS

ew things mean more to Chinese
youth than Gaokao. The National
College Entrance Exam is also called
Gaokao. This is based on the pinyin of
the name in Chinese (755). This one
exam is life changing for Chinese youth. It will
decide if and where they go to college. Few
topics are more important to Chinese youth
or their parents. As such the National College
Entrance Exam or "National Exam”as we will
call it for short is essentially the equivalent of
the SAT's overseas. Just as students in other
countries cram for the SAT, so the Chinese
students study day in and day out in
preparation for the National Exam.

Despite the concept of the SAT and the
National Exam being the same, namely being
an aptitude test. The others details and the
culture surrounding them is very different. In
Tianjin the National Exam is held every year
on the same two days, June 6 and 7. Some
other areas in China extend testing to a third
day on the 8th. As National Exam time arrives,
even expats can actually feel the tension
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around town. From teachers, to parents, to the
children themselves it is all about the National
Exam. During test time, on the 6th and 7th, it
is even restricted for people to blow their
horns in the areas nearby the schools so as to
not disturb the students,

Students start preparing for the National
Exam early on. The final year of high school is
like a yearlong cram session with nonstop
studying going on. From daily classes which
often go into the evening hours to weekend
tutor sessions or additional private classes
being taken on the weekend, it is an all out
war against the National Exam. Students are
like little soldiers getting up at the crack of
dawn and only getting a few hours of sleep
after a long hard day of “battle’ filled with
reading, writing and reviewing. The amount of
homework the average Tianjin student has far
exceeds anything seen or imaginable
overseas. These poor little souls are put under
insane pressure as the National Exam nears.

According to Baidu the National BEam at
current is divided into four sections. It has three

by Carmen King

sections which are universally tested. These are
literature, math and foreign language (this is
typically English). Each of these sections can
have a maximum score of 150 points, or a total
of 450. The fourth part is chosen by the
student depending on which college major
they are pursuing. They will either take a
comprehensive liberal arts test ora
comprehensive science test, The liberal arts
testincludes politics, history and geography.
The science test includes physics, chemistry
and biology. Each subject has a max score of
100, for an overall total of 300, This score is
added to the other three section scores. The
total highest score for the National Exam is 750.
Based on this score, colleges can be
chosen. College selection in general goes like
this. First, a student has to make a best guess
on what his National Exam score will be. Then
he picks schools based on that theoretical
score. Obviously, this only creates more stress
and anxiety as there is always the possibility
the test score will not be as high as expected.
Thus the student would automatically lose

out on the opportunity to apply for that
school. This is one of the things which the
new National Exam reforms are supposed to
address. Instead of students needing to
pre-pick schools based on these hypothetical
scores, they will simply apply for the school of
their choice. The school will then consider the
application and decide whether or not to
invite the student for study.

According to Baidu in March, 2014
information related to the future reforms of
the National Exam where made available. First,
no longer will there be a distinction between
liberal arts and science. Instead everyone will
take the same test regardless of major.
Second, the foreign language portion may be
tested more than once, with the student
getting to keep the highest of their scores.
Third, scores from both the National Exam and
the Academic Test for High School Students
will be considered. That test is taken at the
end of high school, again as a measurement
of aptitude. Fourth, colleges will look at a
student’s involvement in extracurricular
activities, such as volunteer work. Fifth, stricter
controls will be put in place to avoid leaking
out test content prior to actual testing and
in-exam cheating. Sixth, students in less
developed areas such as the countryside will
be given a higher chance to go to college.

As to when these reforms will actually
take place, only time will tell. Currently it
appears some reforms are already being
tested in locations like Shanghail and Zhejiang
Province. The results of these changes will be
documented, reported and analyzed. The date
of 2017 has been thrown out there as a critical
year for the collection of such data. With
complete countrywide reforms happing
sometime in 2020. Will the full roll out of
reforms not being until perhaps as late as
2020 most students won't be getting relief
from the current National Exam stress anytime
soon. The current stress associated with
National Exam has created a generation of
“book worms” Many Chinese students have
little time for anything other than study. There
overall health and athletic ability is often

ONETHING IS FOR CERTAIN,
WHAT ONE BECOMES IN LIFE IS
CERTAINLY NOT DECIDED ON BY
ONE MERE TEST.

subpar. Around Tianjin it is not uncommon as
dusk hits to see school age children still out
and about hauling their overstuffed
backpacks.

Many Chinese students have the dream
of going to college. Young Chinese
adolescents have really have become nothing
but testing machines. These students
memorize insane amount of facts and figures
with the single goal of getting a high score on
their National Exam to the joy of their parents
and teachers. Preparation for the SAT abroad
can also be very stressful. However the
general tone associated with taking the
National Exam and the SAT is quite different.
In Tianjin going to a good college is primarily
based on National Exam scores. Parents tend
to demand good test results, not hope for
them. Students are under constant pressure
as senior year approaches. In Chinese there is
even the saying"one test decides ones life"

(—#E#4) That test one test is the
National Exam.

Will the future National Exam reforms
bring with them a more balanced testing
environment? Will students be encouraged
not only to do well on the National Exam and
their High School Test, but also add ina
healthy amount of extra-curricular activities
such as volunteer work? In addition will the
reforms open up the door to a wider
spectrum of students having the opportunity
to attend college? These are all the questions
looming as the new policies take shape and
roll out. One thing is for certain, what one
becomes in life is certainly not decided on by
one mere test. Students need to be able to
face the future with open minds and
optimism instead of passing the better part of

EDUCATION

Out of exam venues

adolescence with nothing more than the
nightmare of trying to score well on the
National Exam tormenting them.
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A FOREIGNERS REFLECTIONS
ON THE POSTPARTUM MOON MONTH

hinese culture is quite

homogeneous and the zuo yue 7,

or Moon Month, is no exception.

The Moon Month is the 3045 days

following giving birth when the
new mother is expected to avoid touching,
eating or drinking cold things; stay at home;
rest; eat traditional foods (like black chickens
and ginger and brown sugar tea) to help the
body recover. Basically you do as little as
possible and stay inside while your husband's
mother takes care of you.

1think it's safe to say that every Chinese
wormnan experiences the Moon Month after
giving birth, but there are variances in terms
of what the women eat and drink and their
allowed activity levels. These are based on
traditional beliefs about how the body heals
following giving birth. Some areas require
women to eat large numbers of eggs; others
require women to be in bed at all times; most
women don't shower for a month, Knowing
that | was rather opposed to the idea from the
start, my husband and | compromised on
many issues.
I followed his mother's requests as best

possible when she was at our house. This
meant that every day from 6:00 AM to 7.00

36 JIN MAGAZINE

by Charlotte Edwards

PM, Iwasn't allowed to use or drink cold
water, shower, use the computer, read or knit.
1took care of my son, took the occasional
phone call and stayed in bed while my
mother-in-law cooked, hand washed all of the
laundry and did all of the housework for a
whole month. My father-in-law brought meat
and vegetables each morning, helped with
diaper washing and played with the baby.
Once they left each evening, | was free to use
the computer or watch television. A week
after my delivery, my husband finally agreed
to my taking a shower.

One day | couldn't stand being kept in
our 59-square meter home any longer. Due to
its odd layout, we didn't get any direct light in
the most of the house. The sun porch was
great, but you can only pace back and forth in
a two-meter area so many times. | missed my
daily walks and workouts. | missed being
around people, even if | couldn't
communicate with them very well,

Assuring my husband that American
women were allowed to go out for a slow
walk following delivery, | started going out for
late-evening walks. One night | went to the
store to get a few things. | was spotted by a
friend of my mother-in-law and the next

morning | was lectured endlessly! From then
on, I stayed on our side of the community
where | was less likely to be noticed.

The most impressive benefit of the
Moon Month was the weight loss. The lack of
stress from caring for a newbom by myself,
abundance of sleep and wholesome food
helped me to lose the 10 kilograms that I'd
gained during the pregnancy, plus an
additional five. | was the slimmest I'd ever
been in my adult life!

| come from a culture that prizes
selfsufficiency and hard work, even in the
most adverse situations, so it was hard for me
to appreciate this to its full extent. | felt the
need to always be busy and didn't like to rely
on others, But overall, | was amazed at how
great | felt getting all the rest that | did, the
ability to nap while my in-laws entertained
the baby and my in-laws' commitment to
fulfilling their cultural obligation. | am amazed
at all the women who are able to obey all of
the "rules” and think Western society needs to
let up on the "supermom” idea so women
don't feel bad about accepting outside help
in those first weeks with a new baby.
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Merry Christmas,
we are thankful

The annual Christmas program of the
Jian Hua Angel Children Rehabilitation Center
was held as scheduled on December 20, 2014.
Teachers, children, and parents gave a
wonderful performance in the Cathy Future
Center music hall at 930 am. There were
dance performances by the children, songs by
the teachers, and lively interaction between
the parents and their children. The parents also
performed a song using sign language.

Thankful for you'was the theme of this
year's Christmas program. The opening
song— Thank You'was performed by the
children in the classroom for children with
autism. Just as the lyrics of the song say, we are
thankful for the hope and surprise which the
children brought to us this year. We are
thankful for the teachers' hardwork this year.
We are thankful for trust and understanding
from the parents. We are thankful for the
dedication of the loving community and
volunteers. After the performance of the
children in the classroom for children with

autism, the parents and the children of the
parent-child class performed a happy dance
to the song'Cha cha cha! The mothers sang a
song called The Coler of Love'and then
performed the song‘Our Love Makes the
World Different’ using sign language. It
expressed the mothers selfless and great love.
Next there was a cheerful father and child
dance—'Daddy, where are we going?,
bringing even more excitement to the
program and livening up the atmosphere
even more. Most notably, the children did a
dance to the song 'the Father’s Garden’on
their own without the teachers'assistance on
stage. The children's ability to be independent
in their performance is a direct result of the
dedication and hard work of their parents and
teachers this year.

At the end of the program, Santa Claus,
one who is loved by all, brought gifts and
sincere greetings. He gave a gift to every child
and the children and their parents took
pictures with him. The children felt the joy and
happiness of Christrnas and the unending
love from their parents and teachers, We
believe because the children have this love
their futures will be filled with hope.

CHINESE DIALECTS rart2

Last month's lesson talked about the plethora of
dialects throughout China. The month's lesson expands
a little bit further on that topic as the countless Chinese
dialects are perhaps one of the greatest challenges
facing Chinese languages students. While Chinese
language teachers almost universally teach students
standard mandarin in the classroom, in the real world
people speaking with accents and in different dialects is
the norm. As the dialogue below reveals, even in
northern China expats will encounter dialects. Check
out the lesson and learn a little phrase from the Tianjin
dialect along the way.

Foreign StudentTeacher, does Beijing have dialects?

Wai gué xué sheng shi B& Jing ydu
o H F A %Jiﬁ It xXFF
fang ydn ma
5 g2

Chinese Teachers: Although the Beijing dialect s similar
to Mandarin, it still has its own unique vocabulary. For
example, "di& fén" means ‘diomiana”® (to lose face) and
"mélido’ means “zulhol” (last). Also, the Beljing dialect
has a lot of words where the 1" sound is added to the
end,

Han yi

0 o shi Sl rn BSl fing hua
WiEEZ M : B K b X E

dTs

Foreign student What special about the Tianjin dialect?

Wal gué xué sheng Na Tian Jin fang yan ydu
SEHEE . B XBFSA
shén me & dian
4 % [z

Chinese Teacher: The Tianjin dialect is very unigue.
There are a lot of fourth tones so it can sound blunt. Yet
it is spoken with enthusiasm so comedians often
perform speaking the Tianjin dialect.

Han y0 &0 shi Tan fin  fang yin hén  dd
W #EE MW XREHFF MM
u yi g jdo zhdng di sl shéng chd xidn
HoOESASRE,BENEFH A
Ao dus yin o fng o W § jo o
® FSI A T A I 4
gén hdn dud xido xing jid [ing chang ydng Tidn [in
B MRETEXERENE A X
hud bido yin

Wk M

JIAN HUA

WA ERE BRERE

20144F12 208, BAERMJLEES h.O0—F
-BER ERBOR S I AT, {E3M R, FEEER
RERT, B, BTRSEIREEA 76
EHEH. XEHEFINEERy, A28
Th v, HETVERKSE TSR LS, 4
HFE RN T R,
SAEHIERERER S AU (REEAR) o PR
% B A AFEEE/NA SO AR (il ) .
Ega B EAE SN, RAVEET—ERE T
SRIABAEAE Y, BT SEREMTIA
P R, BT R R ERE
%, BET e Zo N TnEEENHERS

Bakams, BFiveEkrEEE NiEE
BRL R ELRAY [ BB . fobE— 2 LE
SRFUHIY, BTSN SZREASE, B
ZAEFETHIGEEIE, BB FRAEIRT
TRNE ., BEETXEE, BT imkk—ER
TR

by Zheng Hong Xiang and Carmen King

Foreign student: Can you teach me a few words of the
Tianjin dialect?

Lio shi  néng fido wd
W, i B OB L
1L

=X E
HEESE

By
&Emg

Chinese Teacher: Sure. A classic phrase in the Tianjin
dialect is "béir génr” It means “tébié hiiowanr, t&bié ybu
ylsi* (really funny, really interesting).

Han yi 8o  shi Hio a Tin jin  fang yén
ﬂiﬁ‘%ﬂiﬁ:ﬁ?iﬁp KBTS
M zul diin xing de T shl  bair génr

B &R ) %)L“&JL”
yi s sh B b

BEEE “%® 3 & JLﬁSJ
you woosl

FERBRT .

Foreign student: Oh, that's what that means?! I'm always
hearing Tianjin locals say that.

Wai gué xué sheng [+] yusn & shl zhé ge
s EH ¥ A& E, *k B x 4
Wi wh  fing chdng fing Tian fin  rén zhé yang
BEE . EZE2HFEWXEANZXHK
shud
ﬁlb
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IST students' art

International School of Tianjin’s
(IST’s) Grade 9 students have been
observing and drawing everyday objects
they know well in their Art class. They have
spent time drawing detail, considering how
light falls on an object and the effect this
has when creating texture and form. They
have looked at the small, made them large
and drawn from the large to the small. They
have persisted with the detail looking at
the light and dark to create form.

They created a composition that was
limited to including: 5 types of line, 3 circles
(including a set of concentric circles), an
organic shape, a geometric shape and a
complex shape. They could use the primary
colors red, yellow and blue as their base
colors and mixed these, as they preferred.
They considered the warm and cool
aspects of the colors they mixed as this had
an impact on the kind of secondary and
tertiary colors mixed.

Here are some of their final works.

PROMOTION

IST Library

International School of Tianjin (IST)
takes pride in its magnificent library, which
is located right at the heart of its Han
Building. The IST Library and Information
Literacy Center has an extensive collection
of over 37,000 titles in more than 6
languages and is the largest of any
international school in Tianjin,

A new shipment of books has just
arrived at the IST Library, with a wide
selection of fiction and non-fiction books
that are suitable for all ranges of age
groups. We welcome members of the
community to come and visit our Library
and spent time in its comfortable environs
to indulge in some good old reading. No
time is better spent than with a good book!

The IST Library subscribes to more
than a dozen databases for the Elementary
School and more than 20 for the Secondary
School. It also offers author visits; book
clubs; iPads & Kindles; information sessions
for parents; bock fairs and Scholastic book
ordering.
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TCK Expert
Libby Stephens

@ TIS

In January TIS hosted Libby Stephens,
an internationally recognized expert and
lecturer on Third Culture Kids. Third Culture
Kids (TCK) is the term used when a child
lives outside their passport country for a
period of time usually more than one year,
Every yearTIS invites Libby to come speak
to students, parents and staff of TIS. TIS
provides this in an effort to educate our
school community on the unique
characteristics of the children we teach and
how to help them through transition.

During Libby's time at TIS she meets
with parents to share with them how to
help their children thrive and not just
survive living outside their passport
country. She helps parents understand the
stress of transition and how necessary it is
for them to leave well when it is time to
leave. TIS understands that our students
and their families are highly mobile so each
year we offer a basic seminar explaining

Fantasy Trip of
the 2015 Hopeland
Internationaﬁ
Kindergarten

Winter Camp

With the New Year's bell ringing, the
2015 Hopeland International Kindergarten
Winter Camp is formally started. The 2015
Hopeland International Kindergarten
Winter Camp will include many interesting
activities and learning courses for all our
lovely children. Over the coming winter
holidays, Bruno the Bear has invited
everybody to come to his Bruno Dream
Theater and watch the adorable puppet
theater performances. Is there more? Yes
there is! How about these: have some fun
in the huge indoor heated swimming pool;
play and study in a wooden villg; visit
Bruno Park. Of course, there are also the
many wonderful snow sports challenges
waiting for all our adorable children.

what a TCK is. TIS also offers advanced
seminars for parents that have been here
longer in order to help them learn more
about their children.

Qur TIS seniors attended a four days
program with Libby which helps them start
the leaving process so they can be
prepared to reenter their passport country.
Reentry to the passport country can be
difficult for TCK’s so the senior departure
seminar is designed to help seniors be
better prepared to make the transition. She
will help them understand the uniqueness
of their lives and how they can use the skills
they have learned while living abroad to be
better friends, university students,
sons/daughters, employees, and citizens.

Libby also meets with all new TIS staff
to educate them in how to work with TCK

Furthermore, we have prepared some
interesting learning courses including
Taekwondo, creative arts, dance, piano and
English strengthening classes as well as
some interest groups like a drama group, a

students and effectively meet the demands
these students have. This year she did a
seminar for all the teaching staff to present
strategies for effectively providing a high
standard of education while helping
students develop higher-level critical
thinking skills.

PROMOTION

small choir, a creative arts workshops and a
music talent show. Well, what are you
waiting for? Come and join us! Our winter
camp with you and your children will be
the perfect holiday.

JIN MAGAZINE 39



CULTURE

g

=N

arriage is a complicated decision

and needs great understanding

and compatibility in order to

have a successful relationship.

One needs to remember that
the prospective husband and wife have
individual problems and a marriage does not
guarantee new solutions but usually means a
new set of challenges. These challenges may
become compounded when there are
cultural differences when an expat marries a
local Chinese.

One of the challenges that an expatriate
will face is when the spouse is local Chinese
and the decision is to stay and live in China
after the marriage. In addition to adding
cultural differences to the new marriage, how
does the expat deal with the new Chinese
in-laws?

In this article, we will look at these
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\WITH THE IN-LAWS

A foreign daughter in law
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FORTHOSE TIMES WHEN I'M NOT
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN
LISTENING, | SIMPLY SMILE, NOD
MY HEAD AND POLITELY
ACKNOWLEDGE WHAT I'M BEING
TOLD

circumnstances from two different
perspectives. One is from the expat wife who
has married her Chinese husband and lives
outside of Tianjin with their two children. The
other is an expat husband with his Shandong
wife of 5 years. In both cases, the expats have
made the decision to live in China and have
interesting perspectives, some common

E __

threads and some unigue approaches.

One common element is the in-laws,
although from different parts of China, lived
through the Cultural Revolution and struggled
with this period of change and food shortages
and hardships during this period. lt was a time
of being without and difficulties with
everyday life that Westerners did not
experience and by the contrary were in
growth economies and times of plenty.

The Foreigner Wife
—“YangXiFu" FEEIS

Having limited Mandarin skills, the expat
wife relied on her husband to communicate
with the in-laws and feels that understanding
and communication are essential to create
good relationships. Since her in-laws lived
through the Cultural Revolution; dropping out
of school after just a few years so they could
help at home while their parents worked, and
had very limited knowledge about the world
outside of China. In fact before meeting their
son's wife, they had never known any
foreigners.

However, even with this sudden new
relationship, she was fortunate that the in-laws
accepted her and they always treated her as
part of the family. The in-laws are both smart
people with all of the real-life skills that were
needed to survive the rough years and raise
their three children to be self-sufficient,
successful adults, But when it comes to global
knowledge and understanding that there's
more than one way to do something
(cooking, washing clothes, educating
children), they simply can't understand
another point of view.

China is still a more chauvinistic society
and although equality of sexes is gaining, the
woman is considered to occupy a lower rung
of the family ladder. Especially the new
daughter-in-law, so for the new foreigner
daughter-in-law to be accepted into this
family is exceptional. An example of being
flexible and accommodating in this new
family is this situation of purchasing a crib.

“"Why can't | buy a crib for my baby?
What do you mean | can't wash the clothes in
the washing machine?’ | questioned. Neither
cribs nor most new-fangled baby gear
registers in the minds of most retirees in
China. | see their logic: we didn't have these
things, our kids turned out just fine so these
things are unnecessary. | can't force them to
understand my reasoning or point of view
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because it's based on my life experiences. All
of which are vastly different from theirs. |
chose not to make a fuss about the crib and
finally got one when my son was three weeks
old”

“I've come to the conclusion that since
I'm the one that ventured out of my
homeland, in order to broaden my horizons,
and am more able to understand these
cultural differences, | need to adjust my
perspective.

| can't force someone to understand
something, so | try to put it to my advantage
and learn from them. | learned how to potty
train both of my babies, saving me thousands
of Yuan in diapers; I've leamed new cooking
skills; I've even sewn split pants for my kids!”

Something that is very unique about
Chinese parents is that they always treat you
as though you are a child. Western parents
tend to treat their children with more
independence and let go by the teenage
years. They will rarely give unsolicited advice,
but to Chinese parents, the daughter-in-law
will always be a child.

“What I've learned is to appreciate their
care of us and dedication to instilling
knowledge in us. For those times when I'm
not particularly interested in listening, | simply
smile, nod my head and politely acknowledge
what I'm being told’, a smart reaction by the
YangXiFu.

The Foreigner Husband
“Lao Wai Lao Gong” BYMEL

In this case, the in-laws are from the
countryside or rural village and have even less
exposure to Western cultural examples than in
the previous example. Not having children
and not living in the same city, limits the
interaction to the major holidays and family
gatherings such as Spring Festival, Tomb
Sweeping and Mid Autumn Festivals.

“Face-saving”is more important in the
Chinese society than in the West. Especially in
a rural community, every one knows what is
happening within the different families. So
giving of gifts for the immediate family during
these gatherings is essential, as are“Red
Envelopes’during the Spring Festival. This is
the tradition of giving money in red envelopes
during the Chinese New Year. You need to
know what amounts are appropriate for the
in-laws and also the children. The amounts
will be dictated by tradition, giving too much
may embarrass what other siblings have

given, too little may show disrespect.

Just like the previous family, this rural
family also has several siblings, since the
families were started before the
implementation of the one-child policy. This
probably defers some of the pressure from the
in-laws since they have other children to
deflect their attention.

It would be helpful to establish good
relationships with the spouse’s other siblings.
This will be beneficial to ensure that you are
doing the proper thing and level of gifting is
within traditional bounds. Besides, better to
have a friend rather than an adversary within
the family. As a foreigner, you will always be an
outsider, that cannot be helped and no matter
how well you develop your Mandarin skills,
there will be local phrases or traditional
"hidden” meanings that you will never
understand or be able to express yourself
completely. Another complication is local
dialects which may frustrate the foreigner
who feels they have excellent Mandarin.

In summary, it seems that both
situations are positive. The Chinese in-laws are
very hospitable and accept the foreigners into
the family, which speaks well of China in
general. Over the thousands of years of
history, foreigners tend to be accepted and
assimilated into Chinese society. The common
theme in these two different situations are

Presents can always enhance
family relationships.
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acceptance and respect. Common sense
would dictate that how a foreigner treats the
in-laws is how they will in turn treat the
foreigner.

Itis hard for the foreigner to accept
everything in China, but it may be helpful to
remind them that they are the outsider and
just accept the fact that not everything can be
logically explained, Sometimes, full
understanding is not necessary and a simple
nodding of the head in apparent agreement
will be better than trying to argue the
different aspects or viewpoints.

How important is it? Sometimes better
to lose a battle and settle for a longer lasting
peace.
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he Dagu Bridge is on the border of
the Heping and Hebei districts. It
was designed by the renowned
bridge designer - Deng Wenzhong.
The design of the Dagu Bridge, with
its two asymmetrical arches, is meant to
represent the "Sun and the Moon”. The height
of the bigger arch is 39 meters, It faces east
and symbolizes the sun. The smaller arch
stands at 19 meters in height. It faces west
and symbolizes the moon. The length of the
bridge is 243 meters and it is constructed in
what is known as a three-span continuous
beam system. The design is unique and full of
modern elements. The Dagu Bridge fully
utilises the major components of modem day
bridge design and building with its emphasis
on safety and it fits into the natural landscape.
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It also uses technical innovation and is cost
efficient.

The construction of the Dagu Bridge
kicked off on July 6, 2003. The pavement of
asphalt concrete was completed in October,
2004, The bridge’s surface is paved with epoxy
asphalt concrete, which solved the problem
of connecting the steel structure surface and
asphalt concrete. This was the first use of this
technology in North China. The bridge was
opened for traffic in November 2005. At the
2006 International Bridge Conference in
Pennsylvania the bridge, which was designed
by Tianjin Urban Construction Design Institute
and constructed by Tianjin Urban
Construction Group, won the famous award —
the Eugene C. Figg Medal. This was the first
time a Tianjin Bridge had won. The Eugene C.
Figg Award is the top award in international
bridge design and named after the famous
bridge designer. It was established by the
International Bridge Conference to commend
recently built landmark bridges that highlight
the designer’s imagination. It is very strict in its
assessment of bridges. If no one bridge meets
the criteria of the award then no prize is given.
Howvever, if more than one bridge meets the
conditions of the award, still only one bridge
can win. Now, Tianjin's Dagu Bridge has

Dagu Bridge—on the border of the Heping
and Hebei districts

become a landmark structure because of its
incredible design and innovation and is an
outstanding achievement in the world of
bridges.
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he original Bei'an Bridge was first
built in 1939.Then, it was a wooden
bridge and was called “the New
Bridge”or“the Japanese Bridge” In
1945, after the victory in the war
against Japan, the original Bei'an Bridge was
rebuilt and renamed the Victory Bridge. In
1973, the original Bei'an Bridge was
dismantled. To replace it the government built
a new bridge - also called the Bei'an Bridge.
The new Bei'an Bridge was renovated
and raised in 2004. The new bridge was 1.2
meters higher than before and four
17-meter-high bridgeheads were added
which blend Chinese and western elements.
After its transformation, two new 9m-wide
bridges were added to both sides of the new
bridge. The new bridgeheads were carved in
a western style decorative pattern as a replica
of the Pont Alexandre Ill in Paris. For those
unfamiliar with Paris or the architecture of
Tianjin, this gives the bridge beautiful white
masenry which is adorned with large brass
statues. The effect of these features is to give
the bridge a very elegant look that is
wonderful when illuminated at night. On the

ACOMBINATION OF CHINA'
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TIANJIN IN PHOTOGRAPHS

bridge, there are four statues: a blue dragon, a
white tiger, a rose finch and a black tortoise.
The message these statues are meant to
convey is the hope for peace and harmony in
the world. Besides these, there are 4 bronze
fernale musicians, each of which is 2.8 meters
high and each hold different instruments in
their hands. Such kind of decoration
highlights the charming aspects of Chinese
classical architecture. Due to its unique style,
the Bei'an Bridge has becomne a new bright
spot over the Haihe River.

BRI R A B B
A

b2 REAA BT, ERET1939E, i
RABEALE, BHUETR “BEF B CHAR , 1945
SEFURBERE ST T B, R0 R
B, MG —HRIA. 19736, FEiad
ShBARIREF, EURE kbR,

200445, HERIEFIL AT & EOE M RIREAT
3R, XHEEERSCH T BRHAT TR, SimkistiTt
T2k, HERGFNSNE ROk, X
ek TFARNE TR, R AT, A0
B, TR R, PRk

3 L '
L K\ |

TP E R, SERREREABIR A o

PRI, MAFEFAET A IR R I sl
HREEN, EEATRNSHA, KEMRET
i EERE G LR = R AR, AR
FHNFLRA R EESEER. R EEERR.

B W, JEDPEE) CHRT (AR RE”

KR TAHELEHE, FRELEY "B AR
RLLETERE ESREE R "R BEHR. ¢
A IR AhlEzeK, FHhEREGIRE
MOREE: Br. e, BEE. &, JpRIGHPEIE
Bk. AfTRIETEAERGEIE, WOESoRtTHd
KA, BORREERICHRAT] T i e 52
SEEE, AHOYIER b EBm R

-

!
| -
1 2
14 < 4
; -.t. \ !_,E ik
ikl ‘/Er el 4
i 158 1%
1 3 i 4
4.} 4 e 4 o o
Frams ol - HEH
!l. ! - e e
b il aiie o |
| wip
i |
. =t 0|
7 |= Mol
" y
3 it or 34
T
N 1
| Te——
I |
= =—ad =u

Full View of Bef'an Bridge

e —

JIN MAGAZINE 43



LOOK & I.EARN

e ratn s sy s s e

friend of mine from Taiwan came to
London for a holiday recently. She
nearly died of the cold and
unfortunately for her, it rained every
single day for the two weeks she
was here. She said“London is really polluted”
and kept taking pictures of the sky. “How dare
you, what pollution are you talking about?”|
asked her angrily. “London is so heavily
polluted that the sky is always grey”she
protested. | heaved a big sigh before |
explained to her that the sky was grey
because of the rain clouds. Although | felt
sorry that the weather was not conducive to
sightseeing, | have to say that | love the rain,
which is a good thing considering that it is
not something we are short of here.
However, they are definitely short of itin
the north of China, as you obviously know.
What to do? The south of China experiences
floods whilst the north is going through a
severe drought. Is there some way of
resolving the problem? One controversial
solution is actually being implemented at the
moment — the South to North water diversion
project, which as you may gather, is not as
simple as it sounds. Many people are worried
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about tampering with the natural flow of the
water, and the environmental damage that
will ensue. It was a colossal task and each step
of the way has been documented by the
Government.

This project has been decades in the
planning. | have reproduced an excerpt from
one of the planning committee’s meeting
reports when it was first raised as a solution:-
“In November 1991 the Chang Jiang Water
Resources Commission proposed a North
Water Transfer Planning Report (September
1990 Revision)" and "North Water Transfer
Project preliminary feasibility study report. The
water supply should include Tianjin. A
recornmendation was made to heighten the

WE ARE LIMITED IN WHAT WE CAN
DOTO CONTROL THE WEATHER, |
AM SURE IF WE COULD, MANY
PEOPLE IN ENGLAND WOULD LIKE
TO ACTUALLY STOP THE RAIN.

Water from Hanjlang River reached
Jinbin Water Plant

Danjiangkou Reservoir dam diversion
program. The Ministry of Water Resources of
the two organizations reviewed the report,
agreed in principle, and also pointed out
potential problems in the next phase of the
study that needed to be dealt with'.

Sometimes when situations occur, it is
easy for us to ask why nothing was done
sooner, however it is obvious that the water
shortage problem has been high on the
agenda for a long time now, and much work
has already been done. In fact, as a result of
this project, which has gone through several
phases, on December 27th last year the
people of Beijing began to drink the water of
the Yangtze River, or to give it its correct name,
Chang Jiang.

| don't know about you, but my first
thought was, with so many people needing
to drink this water, what happens if it runs
dry? The internet has been buzzing with
rumours, with some people expressing the
fear that the “Frozen North is in danger of
being unable to receive this water, as parts of
the river will freeze”

Obviously a project of this scale has not
been free from problems and these were all

aired during the myriad meetings set up by a
number of committees. One problem raised
was that many people had to leave their
homes and land in order for the project to
continue, and there were complaints that the
compensation paid was not adequate for
them to buy land of the same size as they had
had previously.

Environmental damage figured high on
the list of complaints, with opponents
claiming that the project was too costly, it
involved moving a large number of
immigrants, the water generated from the
transfer would be inadequate, excessive water
transfer during the dry season could cause the
Yangtze River's water shortage, there would
be a huge impact on the river shipping, the
Yangtze River estuary salt would deepen and
therefore the changing of the natural
environment would likely to lead to an
ecological crisis, etc.

And exactly what does this have to do
with you? If you are reading this article, a lot
actually as it probably means you are living in
Tianjin. We have already seen that as early as
1991 the report stated that Tianjin should
receive the water from the River, so it won't
surprise you to know that on February 14,
2012 there was a North Water Inspection
Experts and Staff training Seminar held in
Tianjin. In order for me to write this article it
was necessary to trawl through all the reports
to find any mention of Tianjin, which in fact
features heavily in said reports.

One of the aims of this project was To
improve local water quality in the north, and
find an effective solution to water quality
problems in some northern areas of
groundwater, due to natural causes such as
fluoride water, brackish water and other

Local citizens are using Hanjiang water,

harmful substances detrimental to humans”.

Tianjin has been prepared and ready for
some time, and in fact here is a statement
from the Tianjin Times Online News:
“December 12, 2014, North Water Transfer
Project - Tianjin City Water Company is ready
to receive water".

In case you are worried about this state
of affairs, the water company issued this
announcement:-"For the security service we
have an organization of 800 people for the
professional repair team some of who are
available 24 hours. We have peaple, vehicles,
machinery, equipment and communications
all in place. In the event of problems the
Tianjin Water hotline "96655" will be open 24
hours for your service. We will be happy to
serve you, allowing you to fully appreciate the
Tianjin water supply services” It may not be
ideal, but what Is the alternative? We are
limited in what we can do to control the
weather, | am sure if we could, many people in
England would like to actually stop the rain.

Some time ago | wrote an article about
water conservation, and how you can do your
part. Sadly it was a case of too little too late.
However as things are now at this stage, any
little actions on the part of the public that can
conserve this most precious of commodities
can never be considered to be in vain. |
would still urge you to do your best, little
things like teaching children not to leave the
tap on whilst brushing their teeth, and
reducing shower time by a minute or two can
help. If you have any dripping taps it would
be good to get them fixed. The little changes
made by many people add up to big changes.

Water is obviously essential to life and
the thought of it not being available to use as

LOOK & LEARN

we wish is frightening. How wonderful it
would be if we didn't have to grapple with
problems like this. | definitely will keep on
telling my friends here to be grateful for the
rain, it is after all a miracle that the scientists do
not fully understand. As | write this, it has
been raining here for the past five days and
people are really fed up. What do you think, is
it better to be fed up because of too much
rain, or anxious because there is too little of it?
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LIFE STYLE

LOVE
ON-LIN

by Robert Watt

tarting a new job is both exciting and

a little nerve wracking. If the job

means moving to a new city or

country then as well as surviving the

new work regime there is the
additional pressure of thriving in the unfamiliar
world outside of work. Those first weeks in a
strange environment, absent of close friends
and family, can emphasise feelings of isolation
and loneliness. There are few places where this
is felt as intensely, as when eating alonein a
restaurant. That vacant space, on the opposite
side of the table, can feel like a metaphor for
the vast emptiness of your social life. On
Valentine’s night, a table for 1 in a room of
smooching couples is a choice between the
empty place setting signalling you've been
stood up, or inviting a work colleague and
risking a claim of sexual harassment. On
Valentine’s Day, the only way to a eat out is
with a date.

According to a recent newspaper report,
on-line dating has become the most common
way to meet a new partner. [t was only a few
years ago that using a dating site was an
embarrassing admission of a desperate love
life. Now, prime time advertising and their
common usage has reversed opinion so it's
become the norm. Those expecting to meet
their dreamboat by chance are now the
oddballs.

Many of the dating websites are, at least
at their most basic, free and cater for specialist
interests, all walks of life, ethnicities,
orientations and religions. With registered
users often in the millions it’s easy to imagine
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that finding a partner, who shares your
passions and appreciates your eccentricities,
will be simple. But, many people who use
these sites quickly discover how the
anonymity they provide attracts the strange
and the scammer, as well as the serious suitor.
The most irritating scam is the impossibly
beautiful, keen and young, who lure you to the
non free chat windows, or bombard you with
short generic messages that you have to pay
to read. More subtle, are the profiles with false
ages, marital status and photographs. Letters
that show they've not read your profile, or
contain immediate protestations of love.
Women have told me that men’s profiles are
as equally inaccurate, their pictures often in
shirtless poses, wearing sunglasses and their
letters smutty or barely literate. It's easy to
become disillusioned; to think you're the only
normal, serious or honest person. If you persist
though, you become quite good at spotting
the cheats and asking the questions that
reveal the inconsistencies in their stories.

With so many seeking love on-line,
standing out is important and highly
competitive. It's not uncommon in the
international sites for women to have their
photographs taken in a studio with their make
up and hair done professionally. The result is
pages of stunning beauties lolling over chairs
and sofas, smiling into cameras from angles
and positions that cleverly enhance and flatter.
Having a striking photograph is such an
obvious advantage that it's surprising it's not
more common on the more local dating sites.
Photographs in websites such as Badoo, who

ACCORDING TO A RECENT
NEWSPAPER REPORT, ON-LINE
DATING HAS BECOME THE MOST
COMMON WAY TO MEET A NEW
PARTNER.

claim a staggering 233 million registered users,
are typically amateur snaps and selfies.

Regardless of the web site you choose,
creating your profile is always the first step. It's
the main means to sell yourself and get across
your personality. Be positive and humorous
rather than moan about your last relationship
or your medical problems. Keep it short too,
you can save the details for your
correspondence. Usually you have to
complete this before you can start browsing
for a prospective date.

Most sites allow you to enter search
criteria, or will choose matches for you based
on common answers and preferences. Even
50, it’s easy to spend hours trawling through
the pictures and profiles, adding favourites
and finally composing that perfect first
contact message. After investing this time, it's
important that you get a reply. If you're not
very choosy, you can copy and paste a
message into a mail shot to a dozen
candidates, but if someone special catches
your eye then a short letter, based around their
profile, will be far more successful. Keep your
own profile fresh by updating it regularly,
some sites list their members by the date the
profile was generated, so regular refreshes put
you higher in lists of searches.

Dating websites aren't all about finding
marriage partners. Adultfriendfinder, that
boasts 30 million registered users has a
reputation for casual relationships and Ashley
Madison, with 18 million registered users
specialises in pairing up married people. While
there are specialist dating sites for those

seeking gay relationships most of the popular
sites also offer the option to specify same sex
relationships. This is, perhaps, the largest
difference with dating websites in China
where the most popular such as Jiayuan(ti-4
42 ) meaning beautiful destiny or Zhenai(®
i) meaning True love cater exclusively for
those seeking marriage.

Jiayuan is Chinas largest matchmaker
with nearly 100 million users. It was set up in
2003 by Gong Haiyan, who at 25 years old was
already being considered a leftover woman
and facing pressure for marriage. China has
always had matchmakers, the art of pairing
people off goes back 2000 years to the Zhou
Dynasty. Every village used to have its Red
Mother, a local woman employed by families
to find the right partner for their sons and
daughters. Now, with rapid urbanisation the
old social methods of finding a husband, or
wife, no longer work. Chinese boys and girls,
after focussing on University study, or leaving
their villages for jobs in the city are finding
themselves with fewer chances to meet
prospective partners.

While finding a marriage partneris
typically the main hope, there are also many
who are just as keen to find friends or pen pals,
meet foreigners and practice their English. My
first experience of on-line dating was initiated
when | first found out | was coming to China. |
was terrified of not knowing anything or
anyone and used an international dating web
site to look for someone who would be willing
to show me around Tianjin, help me with the
language, as well as be an attractive dinner
date. It wasn't too difficult and my first few
weeks in China were made a lot easier and
more pleasant by a few wonderful young
women who were delighted to mother me
and introduce me to the history and
traditional foods of their hometown.

The international sites aren’t free beyond
the basic service of searching and first contact.
But your receiver will understand this and will
move to normal text or e-mall as soon as they

are confident that you're serious and not a
nutcase. Even so, it's likely to be a few weeks
before somecne will be willing to meet you.
But with a little forward planning Valentines
day needn't be a desolate dining experience.
QOut there are literally millions of people
wanting to meet you for friendship, marriage,
or something different from another night
watching TV. Spring is coming, life will soon be
renewed or stirring from it’s frigid sleep. It's the
perfect time to make new friendships grow
and over time, a rising warmth may bring, a
rornance into bloom.
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BUY JIN
MEMBERSHIP

FOR MORE
BENEFITS IN

Tianjin Networking Club

Annual membership fee:
RMB 500

> 50% off for TNC event admission fee (RMB200)

> Free subscription of 12 issues of Jin Magazine

> Opportunities to socialize with members of
five major international chambers of commerce
in Tianjin

+ Pay for whole-year events at one time to enjoy an

. extra’] ()% discount! |

> Event calendar;
March, May, June, August, October, December

MAGATINE

for more details, please do not hesitate
to contact 022-27500877

and email at tnc@jinmagazine.com.cn
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DINING FEATURE

ike many Western holidays and

traditions, China has recently adopted

and commercialized Valentine's Day to

the delight of the service industry.

Only a few years ago, Christmas, New
Years Day (January 1) and Thanksgiving were
unheard of in China, but now you can hear
Christmas songs and stores decorated with
Santa Claus and boughs of holly by November
in anticipation of the December holiday. Many
news reports were warning the public about
high traffic il (Gao Feng) during the
December 24-31 period.

The upcoming February 14th is another
Western tradition that has been taken on by
the Chinese public, especially the "Yuppie”
Young Urban Professionals in China that have
the spending power. In China, Valentine's Day
is called Lovers'Festivalf& A4y (Qing Ren Jie)
and if you try to buy roses on this day, you will
discover how popular this day has become by
the outrageous high prices due to demand,
so buy early. This day should not be confused
with the Chinese Valentine's Day or the QiXi
Festival-t47f5which is celebrated on the 7th
day of the 7th month on the lunar calendar,
this year it is August 20, A spin off to Valentines
Day was "White Day” celebrated on March 14
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and is marked by girls giving the boys gifts in
return for the previous month. The gift is
usually white chocolate and tradition was
started and celebrated more in Japan,
although several countries in Asia also follow
suit.

Since Chinese culture is quite traditional
and open expression of affection and love is
usually not easily demonstrated, this is a
perfect time for the shy and inhibited to use
the opportunity to break tradition. That is
probably why retailers, hotels and restaurants
have promoted this event and is becoming a
major occasion for gift giving and dining out.

THIS CAN BE PRICEY, BUT FOR
THOSE WITH SOME DISPOSABLE
INCOME TO BURN, WHAT BETTER
WAYTO SPOILYOUR FEMALE OR
MALE PARTNER THAN BY
SURROUNDING HIMOR HERIN
LUXURY?

N\

by David Wong, Amy Dunn MoscosJ }
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The present Valentine’s Day started as a
Christian holiday when a priest named
Valentine was executed in the year 496AD and
buried on February 14. He was made a saint as
legend states that he performed marriages for
soldiers, which was against the Roman
Emperor’s wishes because he believed that
married men did not make dedicated soldiers
if they became family men. By the middle
ages, the poet Chaucer and writer
Shakespeare made references to Valentine as
reference to dedication of love and by the
1800's the famous nursery rhyme:"Roses are
red, violets are blue. Honey is sweet and so are
you"was coined and the custom of gifting
roses and chocolates was started. One legend
of Saint Valentine is he supposedly wore a
purple amethyst ring, customarily worn on
the hands of Christian bishops with an image
of Cupid (the angel of love) engraved in it, a
recognizable symbol associated with love that
was legal under the Roman Empire. Roman
soldiers would recognize the ring and ask him
to perform marriage for them. Probably
because of the association with Saint
Valentine, amethyst has become the
birthstone of February, and it's thought to
attract love,

Another popular tradition was the
sending of valentine cards. In school, children
would write individual cards to their favorites
and special cards between lovers was a
romantic chance to express affection. My how
modern technology has changed that and
now actual cards are replaced by electronic
messages.

Aside the traditional gifts of chocolates
and roses, almost all major hotels and
restaurants will be advertising special
Valentines Day dinners and promotions for
February 14th. This can vary from expensive
and elaborate packages that include a 5
course meal, gifts of flowers and chocolates
and room, since this year Valentines fallson a
Friday so expect specials to take advantage of
the weekend and a preliminary before the
major Spring Festival holiday on February
18th.

How can expats live it up
in Tianjin this February 14?7

First, by deciding to celebrate. One of the
most important things is just to acknowledge
the day, and love for a partner. A 2012 survey
by Tokii found 37% of men and 13% of
women thought their partner would be
devastated if they forgot about Valentine’s
Day. Though the celebration often focuses on
men treating wornen, the survey also found
29% of men thought they should be spoiled
as well as women, while just 13% of women
agreed.

So how can a Tianjiner treat their
partner? By showing romance and offering
traditional and time honoured edibles.

One. Give candy. In the United States,
candy gifts are the most popular Valentine’s
Day gift according to StatisticBrain.com.
Though consumer research shows people in
northemn Europe consume the most
chocolate in the world, China is catching up.
The chocolate market grows by
approximately 1196 per year in China, which is
well ahead of the global growth rate. All five of
the largest chocolate brands, such as Nestle,
are present in the country and luxury brands,
like Godiva, are opening more and more
stores across the country. Increasingly,
chocolates are becoming a gift of choice for
young Chinese men to give to their girlfriends.

Two. Go out for dinner.
StatisticBrain.com shows that eating out is also
one of the top Valentine's Day gifts! In China,
eating out can consist of anything, from five

star restaurants, trendy Tianjin bars, or hole in
the wall restaurants selling delicious
specialties. Many bars, hotels and restaurants
offer special cocktails and evening
entertainment. FLAIR at the Ritz-Carlton,
Tianjin, claims to have the best cocktails in
Tianjin and is promising surprises and prizes to
help couples get to know each other much
better this Valentine’s Day.

Three. Get a room (and multiple meals)
Many hotels offer a Valentine’s Day package
including one night for two, dinner, drinks and
buffet breakfasts. This can be pricey, but for
those with some disposable income to burn,
what better way to spoil your female or male
partner than by surrounding him or her in
lxury?

Four. Cook a special meal at home.
(Want to make it more romantic? Put away
the iPhone and include a handwritten and
heartfelt note) It's romantic and shows
chivalry, which is in short supply in modern
times, according to The Code of Modern
Chivalry report, conducted in 2010 by famous
chocolatier Lindt. The report found that
though 78% of women would love to get a
romantic letter or poem, just 50% of men had
ever written one. Men were more likely to use
electronic greetings with 21% professing love
via text message and 11% settling for an
email. So keep it personal and score big points
with your partner. Locking for inspiration? Try
a cheese, and/or chocolate fondue.

Valentine's Day doesn't have to involve a
lot of cash, although it can. No matter what
couples decide to do, keeping it romantic can
goa long way.

DINING FEATURE

What about those who don't currently
have a partner? Valentine’s Day for the
unpartnered doesn't have to lead to a lonely
heart. Throwing a singles party with tasty
appetizers and beverages can be a great way
to treat yourself, and if you'Tre looking, help you
find that perfect someone. If you tend to feel
depressed around this season, as many singles
report, take heart and save your celebrations
for Singles Awareness Day, also known as
SAD, on February 15.
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NEW OPENING

NEW OPENING

LOBKOWICZ

Mixed roast pork ribs marlnated y
in honey, beer, BBQ sauce and garlic™._

Tianjin's first Czech style restaurant has opened. Located in the
newly renovated Min Yuan Stadium, which has an exotic collection of
bars, restaurants and pubs, Lobkowicz is in one of the area's best
positions facing the quiet horse wagon station.

The name Lobkowicz comes from an ancient Czech aristocratic
family. Customers are reminded of the bar's connection to its home
country by the painting on the wall behind the bar which is of a classic
breath taking view of the beautiful city of Prague.

The Czechs are passionate about their beer and one would expect
authentic Czech beer in a Czech restaurant. Fortunately, Lobkowicz
does not disappoint as the two beer brewery tanks in the middle of the

THE PRESSROOM 26™

The Pressroom 26th was opened three months ago and
specializes in Southeast Asian cuisines. Upon entering, you'll find the first
floor area with its spacious feel and high roof which is complemented
with a typical bar. If you want to eat, you'll be ushered directly to the 3rd
floor where there is a totally different atmosphere — it is modern, artistic
and relaxing. As you look through the menu, you will find many classic
dishes from Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam and Singapore. The range is
extensive and includes delicacies like esoteric local Malaysian snacks to
Singapore’s iconic Black Pepper Crab.

All the dishes are presented beautifully which matches the pleasant
atmosphere of the eating space. And the effort does not only go into the
presentation. From the first bite, it is obvious that the ingredients are
fresh and the best. Signature dishes include the Grilled Chicken with
Crispy Skin (RMB128), the Fried Snack Combo (RMB68) and the Qil-free

Grilled Chicken with
- Crispy Skin
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restaurant show that they take their beer seriously. According to Mr.
Zhang Heng, who used to work in The Czech Republic, all the beer is
brewed in house. Not only has he supervised the imported equipment
and sourced ingredients from The Czech Republic, but he also hired a
Czech master brewer to ensure its quality. At the moment they serve
light, dark and wheat beer with the promise of more to come.

As The Czech Republic is land locked, not surprisingly, meat plays
the main role in their cuisine. Here in Lobkowicz, you can have a feast of
meat. The best selling dish is the mixed roast pork ribs marinated in
honey, beer, BBQ sauce and garlic. Other meat dishes include beef tartar
served with onions, mustard, ketchup and garlic toast, as well as roasted
pork knee with dark beer. As there are two Czech chefs on hand you
can trust the quality and authenticity of all the dishes. One of them used
to cook for many celebrities — amongst them - Madonna.
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£ 101-104, West Building, Min Yuan Stadium, Heping District (by the
horse carriage station) FI-F- X REEE 57 RE101-104(3 4:F)
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Band show

Fish Soup with Vegetables (RMB 46). If you prefer vegetables, you can try
the okra fried with cucumber and fungus (RMB38), which is not only
extremely delicious but nutritious and light in flavor.

Every evening at 8:30 pm, a international band starts their show.
The music, though an eclectic mixture of different styles, is never too
loud to make conversation uncomfortable. Rather, it is a perfect way to
relax and we enjoy their show while having a sip of imported South
African cider. International satelite TV channels are also available here,
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The Pressroom 26
¢ New Minyuan Stadium, At the crossing of Changde Dao and
Hengyang Lu, Heping District FI°FRE % #6H S8 H¥3E L RE
0 2722-7888

SHU DAO JIANG CHENG
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Chonggqing style hot pot has really become a trend in Tianjin as

mare and more restaurants of such have opened. Newly joined is one
named Shu Dao Jiang Cheng located in Shanggu. Shu Dao means the
mountainous roads in Sichuan Province and Jiang Cheng is another
name of Chongging.

Unlike common restaurants, SDJC only has wooden tables and

long benches, creating a roadside feel in southwest China. When the
Sudoku hotpot is presented to the table, one may start to feel hot from
inside and sweaty from outside. It is suggested to start from minus
spicy since the restaurant owner didn't mean to reduce the spiciness
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for local palate.

The ingredients to make the soup are all booked from Sichuan
Province and the spiciness is not sense-irritating but to make you want
to have more.

Maybe this sounds too exotic for you, the main roles in
Chongging hotpot are animal guts, such as tripe, kidney and duck
intestine. It doesn't bother to taste some strange food in a foreign land
if you are adventurous. But if it is too hard for you, you can simply dip in
some common food, such as beef, mushroom and smashed shrimp.

There are various ways of relieve the spiciness in your mouth. The
restaurant offers soybean milk, fruit juice and bitter buckwheat tea. The
most important tip is to choose sesame oil as the sauce to protect your
stomach.
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@ 3F, 2-78 Shanggu Business Plaza, at the junction of Tian Ta Dao and
ShiYing Lu, Nankai District
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& RMB80 & 11:00-22:00
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HEALTH

oes the title really read "feet

soaking?"Yes, indeed it does. Feet

soaking is a popular practice among

Tianjin locals. It can be included as

one of the many protocols of
Chinese medicine. As many are all too well
aware, with the cold weather often comes
cold and flu season. Looking for a way to get
better faster? Or what about trying to improve
immune system function in general? The
solution according to some Tianjiners is feet
soaking.

In most cases feet soaking means to
place the feet into a container filled with hot
water. Feet should remain in the water for
about 20-30 minutes. Longer soaking time
does not necessarily mean better results. It
seems to be unanimous that soaking time
should never exceed 30 minutes. In addition,
after soaking, it is extremely important to
keep the feet warm. Socks or warm slippers
should be put on immediately after drying off
the feet, Otherwise it is reported instead of
getting better and improving ones health, it
will make matters worse, perhaps even
bringing on more trouble.

Feet can apparently be soaked at
anytime during the day. The most common
time though is at night before bed.
Specifically folks seem to like sometime
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IN TIANJIN FEET SOAKING IS
ESTEEMED FOR ITSABILITYTO
PROMOTE GOOD CIRCULATION
AND IMPROVE IMMUNE SYSTEM
FUNCTION.

between 7-9 pm. Why these hours? No exact
reason was found. However the routine
seems to be, first soak the feet for about a half
hour. Then dry off, cover up the feet and get
to bed. Sometimes feet could even been
soaked twice daily, once in the moming and
once at night. Each soaking would be about
20-30 minutes in duration.

All that is needed for feet soakingisa
container of some sort which can hold
enough hot water to completely immerse
both feet. If possible, it is said best case
scenario is have the water cover the ankles as
well. There are specific containers or buckets
which are made for feet soaking. These
containers have good width and depth
allowing the feet and ankles to be totally
covered by hot water. Some feet soaking
containers are made of wood. Wood helps to

retain heat. The goal is to keep the water as
hot as possible during the entire soaking
period.

There are many different feet soaking
containers out there, so don't get
overwhelmed or buy some super expensive
device in the beginning. Many folks simply go
to the local market or grocery store and buy a
basic plastic container. These plastic
containers are everywhere in Tianjin. Most
locals have a number of them in their homes.
They are used for everything from washing
clothes, cleaning the house, and of course,
soaking feet. These containers are like a big,
wide plastic pan.

When soaking feet, water temperature
should be hot. However, of course be careful
not to get burned. Some like to actually heat
up water on the stove and add other
ingredients such as raw ginger. After the
ginger and water simmer for a while, this is
poured into the feet soaking container and
then other water is added until the
temperature is suitable for soaking. If the
container being used isn't well insulated, it is
possible water will need to be changed a few
times during the soaking. Simply dump out
the cold water and add in hot water. When
doing so avoid getting scalded.

In Tianjin feet soaking is esteemed for its
ability to promote good circulation and
improve immune system function. It does so
by increasing blood circulation in the feet,
where many nerves and pressure points are
located, It also may induce sweating, which
allows internal toxins to be excreted. Expats
can add feet soaking to their list of things to
try while in Tianjin.
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SHOPPING

his Christmas, | started to panic.

Attending parties and dinners,

making Christmas dinner and

multi-hour shopping excursions via

bus, taxi and train in the company of
two anti-shoppers, ages two and threeand a
half, was taking weeks versus hours. | needed
retail therapy not from a mall.

Fortunately, | dove into online shopping.
Wine, food and toys arrived at my door and |
saved hours of hassle. Fortunately, | bypassed
fraud, affecting nearly one in three online
shoppers in China in 2012, according toa
Xinhua News Agency translation of findings
from the China Electronic Cornmerce
Association.

The options were nigh on endless. If
shopping is a hobby here, online shopping is a
phenomenon. The demand is incredible.
Ching's Singles'day on November 11 is the
world’s largest shopping event (Alibaba
processed 254 million transactions worth $5.8
billion in 2013, 2.5 times more than in the
United States on Gyber Monday, according The
Financial Times). This year could be greater. In
2015, 350 million Chinese will spend 256 trillion
yuan online, according to wwwistatista.com.

So where can an expat feed a shopping
bug at Noon or midnight?

TAOBAO & TMALL

(wwwitaobao.com; www.ITmall.com)

Taobao is an online marketplace where
thousands of small shops and individuals set
items and is similar to Amazon and eBay.
Taobao is the world’s 10th most visited site.

TMall (Tacbao Mall) sells official brand
store goods, such as clothing and electronics,

THREE LIFE-ENHANCING-

PRING SITES

from factories.

Pros: Taobao offers massive selection from
an enormous range of sellers. Buyers can
communicate directly with sellers through
Wangwang chat to get more detailed
information. Payment can be made with credit
cards or an Alipay account. Savvy users can
continue to order from Taobao in home
countries from Europe, North America, South
America and Australia. Delivery in China
generally takes three days.

Cons: Language can be a barrier and
deter buyers. Written in Chinese, searches and
communication can be challenging though
Google translate helps. English searches are
possible, but may limit selection and result in
higher prices. Fortunately, agents can help for a
fee best clarified up front. As a major online site,
fraud can also be a problem. However, the
platform allows buyers to check selling history,
frequency, comments and ratings of sellers.
Payment is also released to a seller once items
are received and the buyer is satisfied, or 10
days later.

Setting up an account can be a little
challenging, though there are many guides
and online tutorials to help. Buyers need a
Chinese phone number, a credit card, an email
and a Chinese mailing address.

AMAZON CHINA

(www.amazon.cn)

Amazon China (formerly Joyo.com and
Joyo Amazon) is very much like Amazon in
other countries and sells books and other
merchandise. Amazon (globally) is the Sth
most visited site in the world.

Pros: Buyers familiar with buying from

Amazon will be comforted by this site, which
offers an“In English” option. Delivery is rapid
and can be free of charge, though checking is a
good idea. Buyers can pay cash on delivery so
there's no need to provide banking
information.

Cons: Like Taobao, language canbe a
problem. Google translations can solve the
problem. Arranging delivery time can also be
challenging.

JEDELIVERY

(wwwedelivery.com)

An online site catering to Tianjiners
delivering fresh food including baking
ingredients, vegetables and fruits and baked
goods, spirits, wine and beer since 2013,

Pros: Delivery is free and can come to
your doorstep in TEDA, downtown Tianjin and
several other districts of Tianjin. New items are
added frequently.

Cons: Planning ahead is important as
orders must be made by Tuesday for deliveries
onThursday in TEDA and Friday in downtown
Tianjin, though it may be possible to request
special arrangements,

Payment is cash on delivery, with orders
and pricing confirmed within 24 hours.

Online shopping is a great way to save
time, money and stress. It can also beef up your
Chinese vocabulary.
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HONGQIAO DISTRICT

WHERE THREE RIVERS MEET

tis time to explore yet another one of

Tianjin's six core city districts. As

mentioned previously in this column,

Heping is the heart of Tianjin's financial

industry. Nankai has long since been the
educational center of Tianjin, as many of the
oldest and largest colleges are located there.
However it should be noted, this will be
changing as the new “College City”in Tianjin
has been established. Many colleges once
viewed as core features of Nankai will be
moving in the near future. Hexi is home to the
Tianjin Cultural Center. Hedong is Tianjin's
transportation hub. Last but not least, there is
Honggiao.

Hongiao is located to the north of
Nankai district and east of Hebei district. lts
name comes from a big red bridge within the
district. According to the Hongaiao District
website (www.jhggzfgov.cn) the district
spans an area of over 21 square kilometers
and has 530,000 residents. It is possible the
actual number of district residents is even
higher as many who are from the countryside
may not be included in this number. An
interesting note as it relates to Honggiao's
population is the large percentage of the Hui
ethnic group ([E[}#%&) who live there. The Hui
people often have traditions related to the
Muslim culture. As such, one of the better
known Muslim Mosque's CRERTEEASF) is
located in Honggiao.

Similar to Hedong district, Honggiao
serves as a major transportation hub.
Honggiao has a lot of traffic passing through
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via train, ship, and automobile. Three major
rivers flow through Honggjiao, those being the
Ziya River, the South Grand Canal, and the
North Grand Canal. These all lead to the Haihe
River. That means from a shipping transport
perspective, lots of goods sail through
Honggiao. As China built up its rail system, so
Honggiao became more important to Tianjin,
The Tianjin West Railway station is located
there. There trains to Beijing, Shanghai and
Shandong depart. Road related traffic also
finds its way through Honggiao as the
entrance to the Jingjin highway is in
Honggiao. Last but not least are the many
long-distance buses which depart from the
Honggiao West Station.

Another highlight of Honggiao is the
Three Stones Memorial. This is a memorial
about the area know as Three Stones. Three
Stones refers to the area where the three rivers
mentioned above cross through Hongiao. The
Three Stones area during the early 1900's
became a significant location in terms of
rnanufacturing. It was there that a lot of
manufacturing went on, particularly as it
relates to metalworking and the textile
industry. With such easy access to the water
ways, manufacturers could easily receive and
send out cargo. As such quite a number of
steel manufacturers setup shop in the Three
Stones area of Honggiao. According to Baidu
this memorial was established in 1959 and the
name of the memorial was personally picked
by the former Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai.
Premier Zhou studied at Nankai Middle

by Carmen King

Three Stones area

School. Thus, throughout his political career he
continued to support the development of
Tianjin, His involvernent in the establishment
of the Three Stones Memorial is an example of
this, Tianjin people in general have a very
favorable opinion of Premier Zhou.

The Honggjiao of today has of course
grown up and modernized. Now there are
high rise apartments and shopping centers.
One such modem place of commerce in
Honggiao is DaHutong Ck#AE]). DaHutong is
a huge indoor and outdoor market area. Many
manufacturers sell their goods at DaHutong in
bulk While shoppers can still buy things in
small quantity, many shops are setup as a
wholesale cutlet for a particular brand or
product. Lots of things are sold at DaHutong.
From household goods, to cell phones, to
pictures and paintings, there's a good chance
it is sold at Honggiao's DaHutong. Local small
business owners may use DaHutong as their
source for buying goods at wholesale to be
sold elsewhere in city at higher retail prices.

Expats can think of DaHutong as a big
flea market Thus it can be noisy and a bit

FROM HOUSEHOLD GOODS, TO
CELL PHONES, TO PICTURES AND
PAINTINGS, THERE'S A GOOD
CHANCEITIS SOLD AT
HONGQIAO’S DAHUTONG.

crazy depending on which part of the market
one visits. It is often possible to negotiate with
the seller. Prices may start ridiculously high and
need to be negotiated down to a lower price.
Some expats like going to DaHutong to buy
cheap China goods and then take them home
as souvenirs or gifts. However, buyer beware,
most of the things sold at DaHutong are local
Chinese brands. Quality of products may be a
real issue. Even if labeled as otherwise, it is
possible the product is a knock-off. Like the
many markets of Beijing, DaHutong is not for
the wary. In addition to being on guard
against high prices, visitors should all be aware
that sometimes petty theft can be an issue.
Since folks come to DaHutong to buy bulks
goods, and most deals are done in cash, well it
is an ideal location for thieves.

In general expats should be aware of the
possibility of thievery throughout Tianjin.
Honggiao's DaHutong is no different in this
respect. Where ever in the world there are lots
of people carrying lots of money, thieves will
likely make their appearance. Thieves in Tianjin
often do not work alone. Therefore locals and
expats alike should leave their“superman”
complex at home. Instead use common sense
and good awareness to avoid trouble. Do not
try to pick a fight with a thief. Expats may
become targets at DaHutong because of
being easy to spot (obviously not Chinese)
and being thought to have a lot of money.
Especially expats who do not speak Chinese
should go to DaHutong with a local friend.
This eliminates any language barriers
increasing the odds of getting goods at a fair
price.

Hongiao district is also home to Tianjin's
only Metro (). Metro is a bit like Costco®
and Sam's Club®. Metro is a big store with
products being sold in big quantity. Unlike
smaller super markets, Metro focuses on
selling items in larger quantity. It does have a
selection of imported goods. In addition to
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household goods, there are also a lot of food
related items. While it may be thought buying
in bulk means getting a better deal,
unfortunately this isn't always the case at
Metro. In addition to price issues, there could
be freshness issues. Since Metro sells in bulk
and at current doesn't appear to be the
busiest place in Tianjin, sometimes product
expiration dates are close to being expired. It
could have been many months or even longer
that a product has been sitting there.
Therefore expats that shop at Metro should
double check product prices and production
dates.

Honggiao district is one that expats will
likely visit after arriving in Tianjin. It may be to
catch up on a bit of Chinese and Tianjin history
at the Three Stones Museum. It could also be
to stock up on Chinese goods for cheap at
DaHutong. Or it may be a trip to Metro to get a
supply of some imported good. So too, it
might be nothing more than passing through
as one catches a bus or train at the Tianjin
West Station. Regardless, Honggiao is one of
Tianjin's six major districts and waits to be
explored.
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TRAVEL

HARBIN

ICE FESTIVAL

by David Wong

- -

fyou really want to experience the chill

and a unique ice and snow spectacle of

winter, visit Harbin. This is the capital city
of the most northern province of China,

Heilongjiang SEAET which literally
means Black Dragon River, which is the river
that borders China and Russig, in Russia the
river is called Amur.

The province of Heilongjiang has a
population of about 40 million and it’s capital
Harbin is listed as China’s ninth largest city at
11 million. The province has a strong economy
based on Agriculture, Manufacturing, Hi-tech
Pharmacy and Petroleum with China’s largest
oilfield, Daging was first discovered in 1959 by
Wanglinxi 3% known as Iron Man Wang.
Heilongjiang was also the first province that
Communist China took over once the
Japanese army was defeated in 1945, Before
then, it was part of the area known as
Manchuria named after the Manchu Hi&
minority group which is the largest minority in
the province comprising of 2% of the total
population. Today, the area is referred to as the
Northeast #4<:lk DongBei which includes the
provinces of Jilin, Liaoning and Heilongjiang.

Harbin became the provincial capital in
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1954 and has a colorful history as it was known
as the fashion capital of China in the early
1900's and had over 16 foreign consulates. In
1917, after the Russian Revolution, there were
over120, 000 Russians living in Harbin and at
one point there were over 20,000 Jews. Harbin
beer was started in 1900 by a Polish German
and is a popular local beer and sold
internationally.

Harbin’s nickname, “Ice City"is
well-earned, as winters here are dry and
freezing cold, with a 24-hour average in
January of only —184 °C (1.1 °F), although the
city sees little precipitation during the winter
and is often sunny.Due to the proximity to the
Siberian winds and its location above 45

HARBIN IS AVERY TOURIST
FRIENDLY CITY AND WAS VOTED
IN FORBES TOP 100 CHINESE
TOURIST CITIES IN 2014; ITWAS
RATED AT 24.

European Architecture

degrees north latitude, the city is known for its
coldest weather and longest winter among
major Chinese cities. It is famous for its Harbin
International lce and Snow Festival, which is
listed as one of the four major winter events in
the world. The other three are the Sapporo
Snow Festival in Japan, Quebec Winter Camnival
in Canada and Holmenkollen Ski Festival in
Oslo, Norway.

This year's theme at the Harbin Ice
Festival is"Fascinating lce-Snow Harbin,
Charming Chinese Dream". The Festival is
made up of two separate venues. The Snow
sculptures are huge and very detailed with
intricate designs and have to be viewed during
the day. There are hundreds of sculptures and
some over 10 meters high, the world's record is
a depiction of the Canadian martyr, Doctor
Norman Bethune shown in the 2007 event
that used 13,000 cubic meters of snow.

The Ice sculptures are just as amazing but
should be seen at night as they have beautiful
lights incorporated into the carvings. There are
several rides at the evening event and there
are indoor cafes and coffee shops constructed
of ice blocks. They are a bit overpriced but
when it is -25 degrees, a break from the bitter

TRAVEL

cold is priceless. The two venues are near each
other, so if you are pressed for time, you should
try to see the snow sculptures in the late
afternoon, and then go the ice sculptures by
the time the sunsets.

These two events are held at Sun Island.
Plan to spend about 2 hours minimum at
each, so make sure you dress warmly with
several layers of thick underwear, scarves and if
possible double socks and mittens. Incredible
as it may seem, don't be surprised to see some
locals in high-heeled shoes, but they wont last
an hour. At the entrance are photographers
who will take photos and DVDs that are quite
professional but you need to bargain with
them and around 2-300rmb is reasonable.
Look at the final product, before paying.

Besides these two main events, there is
plenty to do in Harbin. The world's largest tiger
sanctuary is here and came to be when China
agreed to ban sale of tiger products for
Traditional Chinese Medicine TCM use. The
park now has over 900 tigers and you can tour
the parkin a caged coach. The park even has a
liger, defined as a cross between a lion and a
tiger; it basically looks like a lion with stripes.
Also for 100mb you can hold a tiger cub and
have a photo taken. For another 100rmb, you
can buy a live chicken to feed to the tigers. The
Tiger Park is also on Sun Island so if this is of
interest, time it with the visit to the Snow
Festival.

There are other ice carvings throughout
the city and one other notable display is in the
Ice Lantern Show at Zhaolin Park, it is not as
spectacular as the festivals at Sun Island but
still worth seeing. Admission is also less at
150rmb, half as much than the two main
displays at 300rmb. Other than ice and snow,
other Harbin attractions relate to the Russian
influence as mentioned earlier. There are many
examples of European architecture, try having
ameal at one of the several Russian
restaurants, such as the ModermHotel K52 ®on
Central Main Streetrh 547 or the Lungmen
Grand Hotel /2] 15 32#8H)5 which is next to
the train station. Both of these restaurants are
set in 100 year old beautifully restored
buildings and serve authentic Russian cuisine.
The Sophia church and the Synagogue turned
into @ museurn are also interesting stops.

Harbin is a very tourist friendly city and
was voted in Forbes top 100 Chinese Tourist
Cities in 2014; it was rated at 24 (Tianjin was
rated #7). Since Heilongjiang is considered a
relative newly settled area and because of its
sparse population, the central government

conscripted soldiers to this region in the early
years. Therefore most present inhabitants are
only first or second generation and their
ancestry is likely from other province, many
from Shandong. This is apparent because there
is no local dialect and everyone speaks
Mandarin, in fact it is considered a standard
version so many diplomats spend their
Chinese language training in Harbin.

There is one concern that you need to be
aware. Taxis in Harbin are notorious for unfair
practices, especially towards foreigners as they
think foreigners are easy prey and they can
afford to be cheated. They will usually not
want to use their meters and try to set a higher
price for the fare. It may be helpful to have the
hotel arrange the taxi and let you know what is
a reasonable fare for the destination. Problem
is you will be faced with the same problem
upon return. So one other alternative would
be to book the car for the day and have the
driver wait at the destination. The cost will
likely be higher but that will be the price of
avoiding the aggravation. Taxis also have a
habit of picking up other fares on route.

As for bringing back unique gifts, you can
buy European-type Sausages and Russian
bread for your friends. The sausages are great
but quite strong with garlic, so double wrap
them or else fellow plane passengers will be
upset.

There are six different airlines that offer
the daily 2-hour direct flight from Tianjin, so
enjoy, book early as the festival closes at the
end of February and flights and hotels
become full and don't forget to pack the wool
long underwear.

Ice Sculptures
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eatbelts save lives. The Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention

provide a number of cold hard facts

that prove such a statement. As the

saying goes, the numbers don't lie.
Yet, everyday in Tianjin taxis are driving around
with most passengers unbuckled.

Why? The problem begins with
overconfidence. Many taxi drivers feel that
only“bad drivers'need to wear safety belts. Itis
unbelievable how many cabbies almost get
offended if a passenger tries to buckle up.
Tianjin drivers seem to feel the passenger is
questioning their skills. Not to mention a
number of cabbies are highly superstitious.
Drivers want absolutely no verbal mention of
any possible problems such as an accident, as
this is "bad luck” This also seems to include any
visual indication of the possibility of trouble,
such as the buckling of a seat belt.

Taxi talk reveals drivers simply do not
believe seatbelts are necessary. Not only are
they themselves not wearing them but they
are persuading passengers not to wear them
either! The seatbelt conversation is a broken
record. It goes like this. Passenger gets in and
tries to buckle up. The driver reaches over and
stops the passenger, saying persistently:'no,
no, no, theres no need for that”

Why? Again a broken record response of,
in the city limits cars aren't going fast enough
to result in any serious accidents. Ah, anyone
that has been around town knows this is a
falsehood. Not to mention as the sun sets the
psycho dump truck drivers take to the streets.
These guys love to run red lights and haul
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huge loads up and down the main streets
from numerous building sites currently going
on around town. A collision with one of them
would be absolutely brutal.

The seat belt story gets even worse.
Some cabs, with the word some being
stressed, have seatbelts in the front, However
these are typically fitthy as no one has wom
them for some time. The back seat passengers
don'teven get such a chance. Tianjin taxis in
large have no backseat seatbelts.

Why? This is where the tale gets really
crazy. Apparently there is a requirement that all
Tianjin taxis must have seat covers. These seat
covers are standardized. The seat covers must
be all white and used on all seats. Cabbies
claim at places like the airport if a cab is found
without white seat covers a huge fine will be
given. While pretty white seat covers may be
nice, what about the fact that these seat
covers are covering up the potentially
lifesaving backseat seatbelts?!

When it comes to seatbelts, Tianjin
cabbies are far too overconfident. They feel as
though they are"too good of a driver"to get
into an accident. Even worse the “white seat
cover”"requirement by the Taxi Bureau is
making it so that rear seat passengers have
zero hope of buckling up. Perhaps the most
ironic thing of all is the issue of liability.

Taxi talk reveals that if an accident occurs,
it is very likely any injuries occurring to the
passenger will be the responsibility of the taxi
driver. Thus, it would be thought the person
rnost motivated to have passengers buckle up
and massively reduce the chance for serious

THUS, ITWOULD BE THOUGHT THE
PERSON MOST MOTIVATED TO
HAVE PASSENGERS BUCKLE UP
AND MASSIVELY REDUCE THE
CHANCE FOR SERIOUS INJURY
WOULD BE THE CAB DRIVER!

injury would be the cab driver! Tianjin taxis are
in serious need of attention. Seatbelts are
essential. Front and rear passengers must have
the opportunity to buckle up. The cab drivers,
the cab management companies, and most of
all the Tianjin Taxi Bureau would do well to
reexamine all practices related to seatbelts.
Passengers need protection. Without seat
belts soon enough those pretty white seat
covers will be red.
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AILOR-MADE
LOTHES

here are many benefits of having

clothes tailor-made. For all the

clothing shops that are out there, it

is often difficult to find a style that

you like, especially if you are looking
for formal wear. You may also wish to trade
the price of a brand name for the luxury of
having your clothes match your individual.
Though it is worth doing your own research
online for recommendations and examples of
pricing, what follows is a general glance at
what is out there and a few tips to help you
along.

Tip 1: Look around and bargain

Just as you would lock around for the
best value when making any other purchase,
do so when choosing a tailor. You will want to
find a tailor who has the material, color, and
quality you are looking for. Most people,
regardless of the price, do not like to be
charged more than conventional prices. Stick
with a tailor that is reasonable and whom you
feel is of reputable character. You will need to
have a general idea of what the average
going-prices are if you are going to bargain

by Daniel McCool

YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO TRADE
THE PRICE OF A BRAND NAME FOR
THE LUXURY OF HAVING YOUR
CLOTHES MATCH YOUR
INDIVIDUAL.

well - so shop around!

Tip 2: Pay half upon completion

Tailors typically request the payment be
made up-front. However, to ensure that the
tailor provides his best for the money, request
to pay half of the cost up-front and the other
upon completion of the job.

Tip 3: Know what you want

Knowing what you want not only saves
times, but you any after-the-fact trouble.
Know if you want your article to fit your figure
(ki) or to be loose (HAf). Also, think
about any specific requirements you may
have, such as extra pockets or zippers. If

TIANJIN TIPS

buying a suit, for example, know how many
pairs of trousers you would like to accompany
the jacket.

Hold the fabric up against your body
and look at yourself in the mirror. Browse the
tailor’s catalogues for a style that you like — or
take in your own picture! If your article
requires buttons, you may need to purchase
these separately from a different vendor if the
tailor does not have any to match your
chosen fabric.

Tip4: Tryiton

When picking up your article, try it on!
The tailor will make any adjustments or
alterations needed. Walk around, stand up, sit
down, and stretch. Get an idea of how it will
feel before you walk away.

Tip 5: Form a good relationship

Itis nice to be nice, and you may want to
return for alterations or additional articles.

Prices and Locations:

There is a multi-story fabric market called
Shijitianie (1L AR AL RIRERLTHR)
across from Dabeiyuan Temple in Honggiao
District, close to the Tianjin Eye. There are
many tailors to choose from. Some offer the
option of having your articles made in a
factory, at a higher price but better quality, or
by hand. They wanted to charge me
anywhere from CNY1200 to CNY1500 before
haggling. Finally, | got a 2-piece suit (trousers
and jacket) for CNY900. (| was satisfied with
the quality) This seems to be the general
bracket for a market tailor. More high-end
tailors will cost a few thousand.
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TV & MOVIE

MALL & METRO

1212 lll*il‘l”
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Director: Feng Xiao Gang 7/l
Actors:Ge You BE; Shu Qi 73 (real name is Lin LiHuiksr %),
Sun Hong Lei #MLE ; YaoChen #k/&

This is a follow up to the first movie with the same main
stars released in 2008 called If You Are The One and was a box office
success of over 300million rmb thus resulting in this release in 2010,
which was also a success at over 400 million rmb. Ge and Shu
decide to test their relationship when they attend their best friends’
Sun and Chen'’s divorce held in Sanya, Hainan. They decide to have

Fei Cheng Wu Rao

= MOVIETITLE: IF YOU ARE THE ONE Il 3Eigis) 2

a trial marriage, which fails miserably, but are drawn together with
the impending death of Sun at his life celebration event also in Sanya.

The movie is quite easy to follow and no need to see the first
2008 film in order to establish continuity, they both stand alone
well and it is doubtful there will be a sequel, although there isa TV
series version.

The movie has a strong cast and they blend well together.

Interesting that actor Ge You has a serious aversion towards
flying so he probably travelled to the Sanya location via ship. It was
well known that he missed the Cannes presentations because of
his flying phobia. Ge and Director Feng, who is also from Beijing
and both are similar age so probably grew up together.

The female lead, Shu Qi is originally from Taipei and made her
start in soft porn when she was a teenager and is now trying to
purchase those originals.

The movie is also set in Tianjin and it is fun to see the local
landmarks.
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Mei Shi Xin Qi Xiang

__| TV SERIES: TIANJIN FOOD SEARCH Z&&HS%

Hosts: Zhu Yi48 (regular) plus some special guests such as specialists
from Traditional Chinese Hospital and Master Chefs for shows.

Since food is such an important part of Chinese culture and
there are so many different cuisines in various regions in China. It is
generally accepted that there are eight culinary cuisines of China:
Anhui, Cantonese, Fujian, Hunan, Jiangsu, Shandong, Sichuan and
Zhejiang. However many people can identify variations within
these eight categories such as Chui Chow and Hakka within
Cantonese.

No wonder most foreigners find it hard to describe their own
home-style foods, which are considered quite simple and bland in
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comparison with Chinese foods, especially when North American
cuisine is used as a reference. Therefore what better way to learn
about China, than watching a TV series based on food?

This local program is great as it identifies, the type of cuisine,
provides the recipes, shows the viewer the ingredients, preparation
and even shows the origin of the dish and where it can be served
in a local restaurant. The recipes are so detailed that an attempt at
home is not out of the question.

In a recent program, host Zhu Yi had a specialist from Tianjin
Traditional University Hospital KA 254 (Tianjin Zhong Yi Yao
Da Xue) and a Master Chef from a local restaurant to demonstrate
the preparation of the dish.

Zhu also did a location shot at a local suburb restaurant that
are very guaint and features home cooking and most ingredients
are grown locally and you can even catch your own fish in their
local fishpond. These restaurants are known as Nong Jia Le RZ 5%
literally “Farm House Holiday” They usually have limited menus so
make sure you confirm the price of the meal before ordering.
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¥ TIANJIN MALLS — Parkson Shopping Center
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The Parkson Shopping Center is located at the corner of
Fuan Dajie and Heping Lu in Heping District (FI'EXiB % K# 5
FIEEEAZ M) . The nearest metro station is line 3 Heping Lu stop

(I EBR IS héping i zhan) . From the station it s still quite a
distance, so a cab may be in order.

The Parkson Shopping Center is one of the older shopping
malls in Tianjin. It is within walking distance of the river and the
large Beian Bridge (dk##fF béian gido) . In recent times it has
been renovated. It has a total of eight floors and one basement
level. The basement level has bathrooms, a selection of shoe stares

bal sheng gou wu zhong xl‘n
B 20 4

(one of which is "ecce”), a hair salon and Hosa Fitness.

Hosa Fitness (¥&¥b4# £ haosha jianshén) isa gym with a
solid collection of equipment. It is newly renovated, up to date and
well lit. While there is no lack of machines to use, there are lots of
glass walls. This makes everyone inside a bit of a spectacle on
display to the mall shoppers walking by.

Level 1 is a collection of cosmetics, jewelry, and perfume. Level
2 is women's business apparel, handbags and accessories. Level 3 is
intimate apparel. Level 4 features a few jeans stores, one of which is
Levi's. Level 5 is men's wear. Level 6 is sports apparel. There is where
Adidas®, Columbia Sportswear, New Balance, Nike, and The North
Face® can all be found. Level 7 is toys, children’s goods and small
appliances. Lastly level 8 has a few restaurants, though most were
empty except for a Sichuan Chinese restaurant called Molihuakai (
FFIFETT) . The day | visited the Parkson Shopping Center, as a
whole, it was very quiet, few if any customers. This indicates the real
challenge retailers have in drawing customers these days.

B R ORISR R — KT R4, BOTRIRIEET T Yok
. EEBRA SRR . REGFAKIES, IRMPREHE, kR
%%, B, FEHR, LEER. SERRER. BT -BELYESIL, BX
BUBCHE L EART IR & DUsch —E R, R E S D aT A
PR S LR, (HERIRSSE £ — 2 ELAHERS,

<¥ TIANJIN METRO LINE 3 WU FAMILY KILN STOP

Expats around Tianjin were excited by the news that metro
line 3 opened in Tianjin. At current Tianjin has line 1, 2, and 3 as the
main “intra-city” lines. With lines 5 and 6 in progress, slowly but
surely the Tianjin metro system is becoming useful to expats and
locals alike looking for a haven from the traffic and driving
restrictions related to street level travel,

If needing to go to Tianjin Children's Hospital the closet stop is
line 3 Wu Family Kiln Stop, exit A1.This puts passengers on the right
side of the road to then catch either a cab or bus to the hospital.
Another option is to take line 3 Wu Family Kiln Stop, exit A2 and

wu jia yao zhan

REHEKIRFE

then walk to the hospital.

The line 3 Wu Family Kiln Stop, exit B may be quite familiar to
expats since the Golden Bridge International Hotel (&HFEBRELE)
along with some administrative offices for the Normal University is
in the area. In recent years this location has also been one of the
places where the HSK (Chinese Proficiency Test) is administered. So
too near exit B is the Tianjin Air Force Base (4ZEAP2) and the
Caesar Palace Hotel (YR EAMNE) .

Exit Cis currently not open. Exit D has a TaoBao City  (¥<3%)
and the Heavenly Water Hotel (R7KAJ)%) in the area. Another
plus of the line 3 Wu Family Kiln Stop, exits A1 and D is the
immediate proximately of the % & K B andf# Ebus stops,
which means transfers from bus to metro or vice versa are
particularly easy here.

HuBk3 SLRMNIFIE, SRR R TR B, AR TR
KERO LI EARIRER HATRR . FREMAFRILKER, TAAIRA2OH
k. O BRIMEAEBEREN, ITEAEAREITEMA EMIEAEXA,
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LOCALEVENTS

CAVAZZA
Wine Tasting Party

The century-old Cavazza winery is located in central Veneto, Italy,
hometown of Romeo and Juliet Combining moderm brewery technology
with ancient brewery tradition, CAVAZZA has been offering wines fully of
charm and energy for four generations,

Joining hands with Fresco Café, CAVAZZA organized a wine tasting
party on Jan 10.0On the wine tasting party, CAVAZZA introduced some
famous sparkling wines including Prosecco, Toari Rose and Recioto as well
as wines like Dulcis white wine, Gambellara and Merlot. All the wines were
well received by local connoisseurs.

On January 10 for the first time, a craft beer tasting party was
held at the YY Craft Beer House. An Australian craft beer fan provided
his recipe and made his own beer using the equipment and
ingredients provided by YY.

The processing and science involved in making craft beer from
grinding the malt to fermentation, was of great interest to the
customers in the restaurant as well as many passersby. Mr, Li
Wenzhong, the owner of the YY Craft Beer House briefed the
customers on each kind of malt that was used as well as the
procedures involved in producing craft beers. Customers were invited
to taste the different malts which have a natural grain fragrance. It took
about two hours to complete the whole procedure and it will be
another three weeks before the beer will be ready.
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Eric won the top prize from
the public j ud%es on
Chopsticks & Beyond,

Tianjin Snack Attack Contest

CRIENGLISH.com and Tianjin
Television City Channel organized
*Chopsticks & Beyond, Tianjin Snack
Attack contest’on 9 January, 2015 in
Tianjin.

The contestants were all foreign
expats, most of whom make their living
inTianjin's food or hospitality industries.
The competitors were dealt the tall
order of creating three Tianjin
specialties: goubuli baozi (steamed
buns stuffed with vegetables),
guifaxiang mahua (fried dough twists)
or jianbing guozi (fried crepe topped
with egg and garnishes).

Eric-Jan van Haastrecht, GM of Hotel Indigo Tianjin Haihe took part
in the competition and won the top prize from the public judges as his
works of Jianbing Guozi and Mahua were very popular among the
public judges. "l learned something today,' Eric said graciously,
accepting his prize."| look forward to welcoming more guests to Hotel
Indigo Tianjin Haihe to try our Jianbing Guozi, Goubuli Baczi and
Mahua and have a great time and learn more about Tianjin culture and
our neighborhood?”

Peter Nast Appointed
General Manager of

The Astor Hotel, A Luxury
Collection Hotel Tianjin

German hotelier Peter Nast has been
appointed General Manager of The Astor
Hotel in Tianjin, a flagship of Starwood'’s
Luxury Collection brand in China.

A professional and adaptable veteran
with almost 3 decades hospitality work
experience, Peter steps into his new role in
Starwood after serving in several
successive key executive and General
Manager position in a variety of premium
boutique hotels and international hotel
chains, such as Kempinski and IHG groups.
He left his footprint across different
locations, including Asia, Europe and Middle East. He was previously
General Manager at Kempinski Nile Hotel, Cairo, Egypt.

Peter Nast is well known as an accomplished people motivator
and result orientated leader strong in delivering extraordinary
operational excellence. In his new role, Mr. Nast is responsible for all
aspects of the Astor Hotel's operations, including financial performance,
guest engagement, employee development and brand recognition.

Peter will bring his senior hospitality industry management
experience to the iconic 152-year old landmark in Tianjin's financial and
business district. With his depth and breadth of knowledge, keen
attention to detail and his expert understanding of the luxury
traveller’s requirements, hotel will enhance the positioning and
reputation of this unique and historical property

Crowne Plaza Tianjin
Meijiangnan announced the
appointment of Iris Sui

as the Director of Sales

and Marketing

Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan
recently announced the appointment of
Iris Sui as the Director of Sales and
Marketing. Iris started her hospitality career |
in sales field in 2004 with 10 years sales
experience. Prior to Crowne Plaza Tianjin
Meijiangnan she took the role as sales
effectiveness director of InterContinental
Hotels Group, Greater China. Iris with rich
sales experiences has serviced several
hotels in international hospitality groups
such as Hyatt and Starwood. Being the
leader of sales and marketing team, Iris
looks forward to sharing her considerable experience with her team,
and we believe that Ms. Iris Sui will bring more value to Crowne Plaza
Tianjin Meijiangnan with her passion and extensive sales experience.

LOCALEVENTS

Recently, The Westin
Tianjin celebrated the
15-year Anniversary of the
Heavenly Bed Products
and our fulfillment of
keeping the promise of
Sleep Well. Again, we held
a theme activity about this
which called "Westin
Health - Sleep Well".
During, all the coming guests joint a wonderful party at the President
Suite. Our assistant executive chef provided a traditional Chinese
healthy pre-sleep desert — Lotus Seed Soup. The guests spoke highly
about it. People would fall in love with Heavenly Bed during their trip
worldwide, and they want to bring them home so badly. Our brand is
all over the world which let us achieve more in the retail business.
During the Sleep Well event, our professionals talked about all aspects
about the Heavenly Bed just let the guests knew more about it. What's
more, they had a small completion of making bed.

Time came to 9 oclock in the evening, the "Sleep Well Pajama
Party"was on. Yogurt, fruits and all kinds of healthy food were all over
the place. The lovely kids even had a lovely pillow fight on the
Heavenly Bed.”

For the 15-year Anniversary of our Heavenly Bed, we commit that
we will strive to keep our promises of increasing the sleep quality. Also,
we will explode the mystery of how to sleep well because a
high-quality sleep experience will be helpful to live healthy and relief
the pressure! General Manager of The Westin Tianjin, Mr. Kanbur Lee
mentioned, ‘It is really our honor to hold this Sleep Well activity, so we
can give a chance to let our customers know more about our
program. All we do here is to find themn a better and healthier status
for another new day”

Xun Lounge Introduced a

New Mode of Alcohol Sales

Xun Lounge is the first
economical alcohol mart
with over 1000 types of
alcohols, including
Japanese sake, wines,
whisky. All the alcohols are
sold at a price lower than
average market price. Xun
has joined hands with Qian
He Japanese Restaurant to promote the new type of alcohol sales.
While having the Japanese food, you can order any alcohol you like
without worrying about the extravagantly high drink bills as all the
alcohols of the restaurant are provided by Xun Lounge sold at the
same price as in the mart.

On a wine tasting party at Qian He, Xun Lounge presented
several types of alcohols including white wine, sake, whisky and soju
and guests were able to sample each alcohol with a proper dish
prepared by Qian He.

Wherever you want to treat your friends, family or clients, Xun
Lounge can also deliver the alcohol to your designated address directly.
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HOTEL FOCUS

hotel nikko tianjin

Tao Li Spemal Discount day  Jenuary-March, 2015 :

: You are always in my heart

: The ambiance of sweet and intimate the castle style of architecture creates the

Monday, Wednesday, Friday Double boiled seafood soup RMB88net
Monday-Tuesday-Thursday Sea Bass with Teriyaki Sauce RMB58/net
Saturday and Sunday  Dim Sum Select menu 50% off, more than 20 items
Reservations: 83198888 Ext. 3561

Venue: Hotel Nikko Tianjin Tao Li Chinese Dining 6F

R

RENAISSAMCE

(T TR

Reunion Dinner for Chinese New Year

Looking for a good deal during the coming Chinese New Year in Tianjin
downtown? Dynasty Chinese Restaurant, conveniently located at
Xiaobailou CBD, is the right place. You can host your family and friends with
our wide varieties of classic Cantonese cuisine from only RMB1588.

Please call Dynasty Restaurant at 022-23026888-6420.

XrERMEam

T
TEDA INTERNATIONAL CLUB TIANJIN
* * * * *

Romantic Va.lentme s Day Set Meal at TGIFRIDAYS

On Valentine's Day, say you love at TGI FRIDAYS and celebrate it with our
classic food. Special guestroom promotion of TEDA International Club
Tianjin at only 598RMB/night with breakfast and Ripple Spa for two persons.
Love is to share!

Reservation hotline : 586955558456

Add: 7+2, Fu Kang Lu, Nankai District

HYATT
REGENCY

Enjoy the romantic ambience and celebrate the special day with your loved
one at Hyatt Regency Tianjin East.

Market Café is presenting a special buffet menu with free flow of soft drinks,
beer and a half Boston lobster for each person. Each couple will also receive a
bottle of sparkling wine and two roses to celebrate this special day.

CNY 688 net per couple

Have an enjoyable time with your loved one with our Valentine’s Day
Packages. The packages include a one-night stay in a Hyatt
Guestroom/Regency Suite, a Western set menu for two, strawberries, a stalk
of rose, a box of chocolates, one bottle of sparkling wine and in-room
American Breakfast the next day.

CNY1314* for Hyatt Guestroom /CNY1688* for Regency Suite per room night
Above rates are valid on 14February and cannot be used in conjunction with
any other offer. Package rate is subject to 15% service charge.

For reservations, please call: +86 22 2457 1234

64 JIN MAGAZINE

(e
CROWNE PLAZA

romantic memories to enjoy. Romantic Valentine’s Day Set Menu, true love price
RMB468 net/2paxAn addition of RMB 320 enjoy one night stay in Crowne Plaza
Superior Roorn with two breakfasts.

Venue: Focus Café (Onthe Gfloor) Promotion period: 13-14 Feb. 2015

BANYAN TREE
TIANIIN
RIVIRIIDL

. Valentine’s Dinner

Celebrate in a festive atmosphere accompanied by your loved one at River Café
with Banyan Tree's renowned romantic atmosphere, a sumptuous seafood buffet,
soothing rhythm and much more...

February 14,2015, 6:00pm to 9:30pm  Level One, River Café

RMB699 net per couple including a glass of sparkling wine and Valentine’s Day
gift for Ladies

. *
Chlnese Seafood Buffet Eﬁ,"uﬁi 1""‘;1‘;&,’03;"51 s

Celebrate Lunar New Year, let us enjoy sumptuous buffet with lavish traditional
Chinese cooking styles seafood, pork soy bean sauce noodles, local snacks, sushi,
sashimi and desserts! Inclusive of free flow soft drinks and rice wine.

Every Friday & Saturday from 18:00 - 21:00 hrs. at Cafe@66

: Terms and Conditions: *Subject to 15% service charge

For more information or to make a reservation, please call 2457 8888 ext. 3635
ADD : 66 Xinkai Road, Hedong District, Tianjin

£

Valentine’s Day at Hyatt Regency Tianjin East Amour in the Air

: Pacifica presents you a carefully curated buffet spread of the freshest ingredients

: on this romantic Valentine’s Day evening. Indulge in crustacean catches done in

: our way, including our platter of Gratinated Boston Lobster with Mozzarella

: Cheese and Fresh Rockefeller Qysters, Roasted Norwegian Salmon and Roasted

> New Zealand Lamb Rack with Mint Jelly. End your meal with the sweet touches

* from our delectable desserts, featuring our Signature Freshly Baked Chocolate

* Lava Cake as well as our Chocolate Fountain in Pretty Pink.

: All diners are pampered with a glass of sparkling wine, free flow of beer, juices,

. soft drinks, coffee and tea.

: Ladies are in for a treat with an exclusive gift and a rose with compliments from us.
- Express the adoration and affection for your significant other on Valentine's Day.

. * Make your reservation and pre-pay by 31 January 2015 to enjoy the rate of RMB
- 198 net per person,

: *Prices revert back to RMB 228 net per person from 1 February 2015.

: *This promotion is only valid on 14 February 2015.

it
ad
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&unﬂ'lﬂ hotel

ALL ABOUT LOVE AT SHANGRI-LA HOTEL, TIAN] IN

Spoil your loved ones with a five-course set dinner prepared by Executive
Chef Johnston Ang at The Horizon Club on Level 32. An evening of
decadent delights, such as the Oven-Baked Porcini Mushroom Cream Soup
with Puff Pastry and Roasted Wagyu Beef Tenderloin with King Prawn in
Hazelnut Coriander Spices drizzled with Red Wine Sauce.

This five-course dinner is available on 14 February 2015 for Rmb1,998 nett
for two persons and includes one bottle of Perrier-Jouét Champagne.

For more information or to make a reservation, please call Food and
Beverage Reservations on (022) 8418 8111 or email
foreservation.sltj@shangri-la.com.

RENAISSANCE®

TIANJIN LAKEVIEW HOTEL
FEERRGE

ROMANTIC RENDEZVOUS

Enjoy Valentine’s Day Dinner Buffet @ BLD

RMB 388 nett/person inclusive of 1 glass of welcome cocktail per person
(One bill includes two people or above can get one Valentine’s Day rose
soap gift box)

Set Dinner for Your Romantic Valentine's Day @ Fire House

RMB 1,188 nett/2 pax inclusive of 2 glasses of sparkling wine

(Enjoy the above menu or actual spend over RMB 999 at Fire House can get
one Valentine’s Day rose soap gift box)

Make your Valentine's Day a little sweeter with a special cocktail @ The
Lounge.

Valentine's Day Cocktail RMB 68 nett/glass, buy one get one free.
Valentine's Day Room Package

Enjoy the sweet room rate RMB 399 nett/night at Deluxe Room, inclusive of
breakfast buffet for 2 pax on 14th of February, 2015.

(The rater is only valid for the guests who enjoy the Valentine’s Day specials
menu, excluding The Lounge)

For reservation and more information, please contact at 5822 3388.

&)
CRUOWNE PLAZX
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“Lovers of Sea and Earth” Valentine’s Day Dinner

Spoil your loved one with a romantic dinner at The Lakeview restaurant this
Valentine’s Day in Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan. Enjoy the exquisite dinner
with a deluxe platter of assorted delicacies, including seafood, Aussie beef and
lamb and vegetables, all prepared in your choice of sauce ranging from porcini
mushroom sauce, red wine sauce and dill lemon emulsion. Diners are
welcomed with terpting handmade desserts, romantic rose and chocolate, and
can enjoy 50% discount for guest room. (Start from CNY350+15% service charge)
The cost for this Valentine’s Day Dinner option is net CNY668 per couple. This
offer is only valid for Saturday, 14 February 2015.

ADD:East to South Youyi Road(Opposite to Tianjin Meijiang Conference &
Exhibition Center)Xiging District, Tianjin,PR.China 300221
TEL:+86 22 5857 6666

HOTEL FOCUS

ST REGIS

b LA

Chinese New Year Re-union Dinner

: the st. regis tianjin reserves the right of final explanations.
Let us welcome the New Year of The Sheep with symbolic dishes

representing good luck, prosperity, health and abundance.

Be with all members of your family and have a sumptuous and traditional
: reunion dinner at Promenade

: RMB 388 net per person , SPG/ ICARD member enjoy 25% off

: Valid on February 18 only

¢ for reservations, please call +86.22. 5830. 9999

¢ ore-mail promenade tianjin@stregis.com , stregis.com/tianjin

: : Romantic Valentine’s Day at 1863 Bistro & Terrace
: Take achance to indulge your loved ones in celebrating Valentine’s Day in one of the

* most romantic dining venue with a special crafted 5 course menu with Boston Lobster
RMB 888 per couple, induding 5 course set menu with Boston Lobster as main course

¢ -1glass JC Le Roux pink sparkling wine per person and roses for the lady

. Date: 14th Feb2015, dinneronly

: The price above subject 15% service charge, and accept reservation for
Valentine’s Day dinner from now.

: For more information or make a reservation, please call 86 22 5852 6888 ext. 8918

<E=;f
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Wanda Vista Tianjin Launches Asian Cuisine Festlval at Cafe Vista

The culinary team at Cafe Vista in Wanda Vista Tianjin is thrilled to unwveil the Asian
Cuisine Festival, which includes selected ingredients and condiments from Thailand,
India, Malaysia and Vietnam which will deliver typical local tastes exclusively for you.
Buffet dinner is at RMB 288nett/person; Club One members or group purchasing can
enjoy special discounts; valid from 1 February until 31 March, 2015.

For enquiries or reservations, please contact the hotel at (86 22) 2462 6888 or by email
to salestianjin@wandahotelscom

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER Feb. 14, Sat

Come to FLAIR to treat your beloved one to a flavorful, exotic dinner with live Jazz
band performance. Toast to her/him and express your love. RMB399+* for two
persons, 7 courses prepared by Chef Henry Li including Pan Fried Scallop with
Red Onion Sauce, Slow-Cooked Wagyu Beef Short Rib... and two glasses of
selected wine, pay RMB200+* more to upgrade to Moet Rose Champagne
Vienue: FLAIR Bar and Restaurant of The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin

Tel: 86-22-5857-8888
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Il Coffee st

Tianjin Downtown

Renaissance Cafe
FmEET ESEP
Renaissance Café celebrates the best of
Western and Asian cuisine,
2F, Renaissance Tianjin Hotel, 105
Jianshe Rd, Heping.
Kt 105 S0 T s — 2
Tel: 2302 6888 Ext.6410
Hrs: 06:00am-10:00am

Victorian Lounge

KEMR EGEP

Offers a relaxed atmosphere and nice food.
The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel,
Tianjin33 Taier Zhuang Road, Heping
HIPE & LT3 S
FHRIN R BUE R RN

Tel: 2331 1688

Hrs: 08:30am-21:00pm

TEDA&Tanggu

Starbucks Coffee

Bpxmd PE Y40

€102, Juchuan Jin hai'an Building,
No.453, Jiefanglu, Tanggu

WL 4535 E I SR A C102
Tel: 2589 3409

Hrs: 9:00-22:00(Mon-Fri)
08:30-22:30(Sat-Sun)

1F, Tianjin Friendship Mingdu Store,
No.19, Huanghai Road, TEDA

TP B oS R HE A RS2
Tel: 6620 1781

I Wine 48

Tianjin Downtown

Montrose Wine House

A% LAEOHEE

Imported wines,

2nd floor YY Beer House,
Montrose(Tianjin) Office
BEST RS (M) b
Tel: 139 200 21679

Hrs: 09:00am-18:00pm

A LLCOM

MONTROSE
WINE HOUSE

ONTROSE
FINE WINES

T, ER-FEE
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[ Western BRT ]

Address: 3F Lotte Department Store, 9
Le Yuan Dao, Hexi District, Tianjin
FENF R RN RRA R

Tel: 022-58908026

Hrs: 10:302am-21:00pm

n kitche

IF Renalssanoeﬂanjin Lakeview Hotel,
16 Binshui Road, Hexi

PR RAGHE 165 TR )=

Tel: 5822 3388

Hrs: 06:00am-10:30am;
11:30am-14:00pm;

17:30pm-22:00pm

Hank's Sports Bar & Grill
* ¥80PEB4

Vanke Jin Ao International Square,
Zhong Shi You Bridge, Wei Jin South
Road, He Xi District, Tianjin, Chian 300221
FEHUTH AT X T M B LA BRI
TRk ER He S Hi33E

Tel: 13821611049 / 13920614814
Email: theupperdecktj@yahoo.com

Hrs: 11:00am-23:00pm

Crown Plaza Tianjin Hotel, No.55
Zhongxin A , Airport Industrial

Park.

SEHES M TR st G 555 R HiE
SEEfi A e

Tel: 5867 BB8B -2333

Hrs: 06:30am-24:00pm

6F, Tangla Hotel Tianjin, No.219 Nanjing
Road Heping
APPE R RE219 5 R M D RS T ot
Tel:23215888

Hrs: 06:00am-10:30am;
11:30am-14:00pm; 17:30pm-21:30pm

Dy a aec ot

1F, St. Regis Tianjin, No. 158 Zhang Zi
Zhong Road, Heping
ﬁ;l&i{iﬁ.&%s&sﬁ. K H v SR

Tel: 5830 9959
Hrs: 06:00am-23:00pm

B]dg. A3m Magnetic Plaza, Binshui Xi
Dao, Nankai

FFEE A P B e B ASE
Tel: 022-58112656
Hrs: 11:00am-24:00pm

at the cross of Nanjing Lu and Jinzhou
Dao, Heping

APR R SN

Tel: 27239363, 18702200612

Hrs: 11:30am-14:00pm;
14:00pm-17:00pm; 18:00pm-21:30pm

1F, BLK5, Jinwan Plaza Jiefangbei Road, Heping
AR R A s SR

Tel: 23219199

www.ldwg1308.com

Hrs: 11:0am-24:00pm

No.7-2, Fukang Lu, Nankai
PSR T-25
Tel:23005555

Hrs: 11:00am-24:00pm

1F, Sheraton Hotel Tianjin, Zi Jin Shan Lu, Hexi
FIT R R B R HE RN LS
Tel:27313388

Hrs: 06:00am-23:00pm

Venice Square, Italian Territory,
No,429-431, Shengli Lu, Hebei

FIE R RS 20-431 B RAFIR IR 5
Tel:24468192

Hrs: 11:00am-01:00am

1F 111e Westln TanjlnNa 'IU'I Nanjlng
Road, Heping

AP ER R 101 8 R HCR BRI TN 12
Tel: 2389 0088
Hrs:06:00am-10:00am;11:30am-14:30pm;
17:30pm-21:30pm

Fleur De Lys Resl‘auranthas newly a‘nunched its high tea with its many
different flavors guaranteed to satisfyme pickiest taste buds. During the
promotion, customers can buy oné piece of honey toast and get the
second at half price, There are'also free coffee refills and a selection of
drinks at half price. What are you waiting for? Come and enjoy a beautiful
afternoon with us and your best friend.

Address: 3F Lotte Department Store, 3 Le Yuan Dao, Hexi District, Tianjin  Hrs: 11:30-21:30

For further details please call 022-58908026

er can be redeemed at a time. Al rights are reserved by Fleur De Lys Restaurant.

No.137, 3rd Avenue, TEDA
FEXF=HE3rs

Tel: 6629 2963

Hrs: 10:30am-01:30am

[ Japanese B# ]

¥ 180 P E D6
se dining for the
sman.
5FHmelNImelaann189 Nanjing Ly, Heping.
TP A niB6 1805 K B A AN SF
Tel: 8319 8888(Ext.3558)
Hrs: 11:30am-14:00pm;
17:30pm-22:00pm

[ FRENCH iZ®F ]

WHEK B AFIFREAH 75

No.37 Guangfu Road, Italy Style Town,
Hebei

Tel: 2662 6688

Fax: 2445 2625

Hrs: 11:00am-22:30pm

[ Chinese T ]

18 Binshui Dao, Hexi.

PR EKE 18 SR SR EILEEN)
Tel: 2813 8138 Ext 8001

Hrs: 11:00am-14:30pm;
17:00pm-22:00pm

The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin, 1st and 2nd
floor, No. 167 Dagubei Road, Heping
APPSR 1675

FH R R —

Lunch 11:30am-14:00pm

Dinner 17:30pm-21:30pm

Tel: 5857-8888

Seats:160

* ¥100PED6

3 Ao Men Ly, (behind the Internatior;a.l

Building), Heping.

AP ik a’é‘(%ﬁkmﬁ‘)‘

Tel: 23399634 13821118292(English)
Hrs: 11:00am-24:00pm

X i i( I 100 PEDG
)uannong Courtyard, No.1, Hunan Lu,
Heping District, Tianjin

R BEHRT

TEL:58352835 185-2225-5354 (En)
Hrs: 11:00-24:00

3F, The Westin Tianjin, No.101, Nanjing
Lu, Heping

APEE AR5 R O TR
Tel:23890088

Hrs: 11:30am-14:30pm;
18:00pm-22:00pm

H BAR

Tian jin Downtown

River Lounge

#&wE ¥100 PE D7

One of Tianjin's premiere destinations,
you can enjoy High Tea or artisan
cocktails at the gleaming bar or in
conversation areas furnished with rich
leather seating overlooking the sparkiing
Hai River, The signature cocktail features a
blend of unique Chinese flavors and
seasonings, including Fujian lapsang
souchong tea, Sichuan pepper, and soy
sauce with fine vodka,

1F, 5t. Regis Tianjin,No.158 Zhang Zi
Zhong Road, Heping {Next to Jin Tower,
the opposite side of Ha Mi Road)

AT BER58Y, B, MeT
ST, FRERES SN2

Tel: 5830 9958

Hrs: 10:00am-01:00am

Blauer Engel

EXMEER 4P E

With an array of boutique beers, live
band and great hearty german food,
blauer engel is the only bar in Tianjin
that blends traditional architect with
comtemporary design.

314 Jie Fang Nan Lu, Hexi District, Hotel
Indigo Tianjin Haihe

T 9 X MR EORT B 3 145 20T
Tel: 88327698

Hrs: 17:30pm-01:00am

O'Hara's-authentlc British lounge
Bk - SRXLEE E6
Offers the intimacy of an English
gentleman’s lounge with regal
Winchester styled sofas and an
oversized bar counter.

1st floor Astor Wing, A Luxury

' Collection Hotel, Tianjin, 33 Taier

Zhuang Road, Heping
PR S ILERS
WEENE, WE—R

Tel: 58526888 ext. 8919
Hrs: 06:30pm-01:00am

LR

Qba

Q® PEDE

Qba's Latin-inspired décor creates an
authentic ambience where delicious
tapas and Latin-style snacks are shared
among friends.

The Westin Tianjin, No. 101 Nan Jing
Road, Heping

AP R0 S X R RN T
Tel: 2389 0088

Hrs: 17:00pm-01:00am

-
| £3

Happy Soha Live Music &

LISTING
Flair
*PEE5
The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin, 1st floor, No.
167 Dagubei Road, Heping District,
Tianjin China
AR IR 67 5 Hm R —
Tel: 5857-8888

Mon-Fri 17:00-2400  Sat-Sun 17:00-01:00
Seats:118

B SHOPPING

[ Department Store H# ]

Tianjin Downtown

Galaxy Mall

BREERERY O

No.9, Le Yuan Road, Hexi

A X SR i o

Tel: 8388 9577

Fax: 8388 9733

Web: www.galaxy-mall.com.cn
Hrs: 10:00-22:00

Tianjin Joy city

AR

No.2, Nanmen Wai Da Jie, Nankai
TS 152

Tel: 5861 8888

Web: tjjoycity.com

Tianjin Aeon Mall

Rk ER YO

Zhongshanbei Store

ks (10:00-22:00)

No.1, Fushan Dao, Zhongbei Industrial
Park, Xiging

PEABE b B R AR 1

Tel: 8719 5700

TEDA Store 2455 (10:00-22:00)
No29, Shishangdong Lu, Development Zone
FHEER MRS

Tel: 5985 7000

plaza66

KEE 5

160 Zhangzizhong Lu, Heping District
RERKA 1605

[ Grocery #1 ]

Tianjin Downtown

Hisense Supermarket

HatE AT

-1F, Hisense Plaza, No.188, Jiefang Bei

Lu, Heping

mmmmas SHA HUUR

Tel: 2373 1998

Hrs: 10:00-21:30 {(Mon-Fri)
10:00-22:00 (Sat-Sun)

Isetan Supermarket

R

-1F, Isestan, No.108, Nanjing Lu, Heping
P XA R 08 A HILE

Tel: 2722 1111

Hrs: 10:00-21:00

[ Decorations MERNS ]

Tianjin Downtown

IKEA

HEER

A :No.433, Jintang Road, Dongli Disrict
TR R HE A 433 5

Tel:400-800-2345
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LISTING

Il SPORTS
[ Gym @5 ]

Tianjin Downtown

Sheraton Hotel Fitness Center
ERBRGEERL

Inside Sheraton Hotel Tianjin, Zi Jin
Shan Lu, Hexi

T E A R R UE R
Tel:27313388

Hrs: 06:00-24:00

Westin WORKOUT®

TR e

5F The Westin Tianjin, No.101 Nanjing
Road, Heping

AP R R U1 015 K HUR R T IR
Tel: 2389 0088

Hrs: 06:00-22:00

B HOTEL
[ Hotel &/ 1

Tian jin Downtown

The Westin Tianjin
RRERERTHE

No.101, Nanjing Road, Heping District
APPE REEUE015

Tel: 2389 0088

Fax: 2389 0099

Website: westin.com/Tianjin

Wanda Vista Tianjin

KRBT EICREE

No.486,Ba Hao Lu, Da Zhi Gu, Hedong
FREAHR/ S8

Tel: 2462 6888

The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin
RREEFREHEE

No. 167 Dagubei Road, Heping
AR AT 1675

Tel: 5857-8888

Fax: 5857-8899
www.ritzcarlton.com

Sheraton Tianjin Hotel
RREERAHE

Zi Jin Shan Lu, Hexi District
FIER AL

Tel: 27313388

Shangri-La Hotel Tianjin
RBESEREE

No. 328 Haihe East Road, Hedong
District, Tianjin, 300019, China
TR AR R A 3289

Tel: (86 22) 8418 8888

Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel
TR REN

16 Binshui Dao, Hexi District

FHER K165

Tel: 58223388

3D
CROWNE F'L 'n.’r\

LR . "'V"i il
Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan
RO R EE
East to South Youyi Road (Opposite to
Tianjin Meijiang Conference&Exhibition
Center), Xiging District, Tianjin, PR.
China 300221
Hehk: FHEFER KA BN

CRAML 2 b IERT )

Tel: +86 22 5857 6666
Fax: +86 22 5857 6688
Webwww .crowneplaza.com/tjimeijiangnan
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TEDA International Club Tianjin
REERRN

7+2 Fu Kang Lu, Nankal.
TR e T 525

Tel: 5869 5555
Fax: 2300 5656

Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City
Rk RS HEE

No. 6, Jieyuan Road, Honggiao
LTt e S

Tel: 5877 6666

The 5t. Regis Tianjin

FHRE MR

1F, St. Regis Tianjin,No.158 Zhang Zi
Zhong Road, Heping (Next to Jin Tower,
the opposite side of Ha Mi Road)
ROPESRE ER58E, HUNSS, MEE
A, KB ERETE—E

Tel: 58309999

Stregis.com/tianjin

Tangla Tianjin
FRehO R REEE

No. 219, Nanjing Road, Heping
AP R EE219%

Tel: 2321 5888

Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside
KER MRS

34 Halhe East Road Hebel
FER ¥ IR B34

Tel: 5861 9999

Fax: 5861 9998
banyantree.com

HYATT REGENCY TIANJIN EAST
REBFEMBREE

126 Weiguo Road, Hedong District, Tianjin,
300161, People’s Republic of China
HEXHTRE T 1265 6300161
Tel: + 86 22 2457 1234

Fax: +B6 22 2434 5666

Email: tianjin.regency@hyatt.com
tianjin.regency.hyatt.com

Hotel Indigo Tian]in Halhe
B3tk 3T S 1

No.314,50uth Jiefang Rd. Hexi Dist
M O AR R 314
Tel:88328888,4000380666
Web:www.indigohoteltianjin.com

Renaissance Tianjin downtown Hotel
WAL T B RE

105 Jian She Lu, Heping.
RIPEERBE105%

Tel: 2302 6888
Fax: 2302 8530

Hotel NikkoTianjin

K HACERE

189 Nan Jing Lu, Heping.

AP E AR89

Tel: 8319 8888

Fax: 8319 2266

Website: www. nikkotianjin.com

The Astor Hotel,

A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin
REFEEAEE FAENEEE

33 Taier Zhuang Road, Heping
APE & JLER33 T

Tel: 2331 1688
www.luxurycollection.com/astor

Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside
KRG mE A s
Phoenix Shopping Mall, East Haihe
Road, Hebei (Nearby " Eye of Tianjin ")
TIAEE AR AR B LR B3
( “FIZER" EERRRTF)
Tel: 2627 8888
Fax; 2627 6666

TEDA &Tanggu

Holiday Inn Binhai Tianjin
FEuieE H s

86 First Ave, TEDA.
BHFHEARFREFE KBTS
Tel: 6628 3388

Crowne Plaza Tianjin Binhai
FRERERETRAEE

55 Zhongxin Avenue, Airport Industrial Park.
A5 T X oK TE5s B

Tel: 5867 8888

Fax: 5867 8899

Web: www.crowneplaza.com

Renaissance Tianjin TEDA Hotel &
Convention Center

R AT R ARG

29 Second Ave., TEDA.

LU EATFR R B k20T

Tel: 6621 8888

Sheraton Tianjin Binhai Hotel
ERFEWREBTE

No.50, 2nd Avenue, TEDA, Binhai New Area
HEREHT X R PR ER T R S — K50 5
TEL: 6528 BB88

FAX: 6528 8801
www.sheraton.com/tianjinbinhai

[ Hotel Apartment JBIEAEK ]

Tianjin Downtown

Somerset International Building
Tianjin

R H R E R &2

No 75 Nanjing Road, Heping
FOTX R RTBE 755

Tel: 2330 6666

Somerset Olympic Tower Tianjin
R MR SUE LR UG 5 A O R - W

No 126 Chengdu Road, Heping
AP AR 1265

Tel: 2335 5888

Somerset Youyi Tianjin
KR R R A

No 35 Youyi Road, Hexi
Pl A RS

Tel: 2810 7888

Ariva Tianjin No,36 Serviced
Apartment

W - LARAES6SMRAE-AN
No.36 Xikang Road, Heping
FOE X TEMER 365

Tel: 2352 3636

TEDA &Tanggu

Green Park Villa

BkE

MNo.34, 1st Avenue TEDA, Tianjin
KEBEFHATFEKF—K 45
Tel: 2528 0670

il SCHOOL

Tianjin Downtown

International School of Tianjin
FREFHAT REEREEXRIE
Only international school in Tianjin fully
authorized by the 1BO to teach all three 1B
programs (PYP. MYP and DP) from age 3-18.
Weishan Nan Lu, Jinnan District, Tianjin
KT R OO R LT

Mon-Fri 07:30-16:30

T: 486 22 2859 2001

W: www.istianjin.org

Wellington College Intemational Tianjin
RRERUERER

NO.1 Yide Dao, Honggiao District
LLEF R SN 5

Tel; 8758 7199 / 187 2248 7836
Email:admissions@wellington-tianjin.cn
www.wellington-tianjin.cn

SmartKidz International Tlanjin
REER

5F, Building C, He Zhong Building, You
Yi Bei Lu, Hexi District

T R AR A R AR CHES R
Tel: 18822359571, 18622303926
Landline:022-83860916
Email:thai.enc_cn@yahoo.com

Green Mandarin School

HAREH

Room 705, Block B, Kang Ning Building,
Xi Kang Lu, Heping District

PP X PR T K FBEETOSE

1-2-302, Cheng Ji Center, Nan Jing
Road, Heping District

P BCR B e L) B2l 1302
Chengdu road No.151, Heping District
I 1518

Jiuhe International Village, 140 Wei Guo
Dao, Hedong District, Tianjin

FIRE EEE 1408 AR R

2401 Zaia Wanli Hotel&Apartment, 8
Huang Hai Lu, Teda
T X P P 8 R T T T A 2401 2

QL)
new(crtory

Tian]in New Century Language &

Culture education Center
FFiEEY ThaHET do 3

Room 603, Building C, Huan Bo Hai

International Apartment, Bin Shui Dao,
Hexi District, Tianjin (opposite

Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel)

FeH T R P AGH PR A i CE603
( RHEEENTE )

Tel; 2301 2820/ 15122706201

Email: office@newcenturychinese.com

www.newcenturychinese.com

G EFORS

s il | [ WA, e LA T

e FPANFUCAARAEAMAY
tel BRI Powizode TOETRL
Hitp '/ wmw b2 00 Eeptiddve o

H land Internati | Kindergarten
ﬁ“ﬁﬁmﬁ. (AR )

No.5 Cuibo Road, MeijlangBay,tianjin,China
FR LRSS
Tel:022-6046-2555

Hopeland International Kindergarten
e RERSGEE (WILE)

No.7 Huandao Middle Road,West Side
of Jiefang South Road, Tianjin
KRR TR R TS
Tel:022-5810-7777

Shuoba Chinese Acad
WRNE

Tianjin Heping District ChengduDao
No.126 Somerset Olympic Tower 403
FHTAPFX 26 S AR ) s

Tianjin Heping District Nanjing
Rd.No.75 International Plaza 1802
FRTHIHX RSB 75 S E R E 1802
Hrs:022-2335 0585

Tel: 139-1079-8835 (Mr.LuTong)
187-1017-7191(Sandra)

Tianjin International School
FEE AR

No. 4-1 Sishui Road, Hexi
FIEDCA 455

Tel: 8371 0900 Fax: 8371 0400
admissions@tiseagles.com
www.tiseagles.com

TEDA &Tanggu

Teda International School
RiLERER

72 Third Ave, TEDA.
SRHEAFRKB=28725

Tel:6622 6158/6622 6157

Fax:6200 1818
admin@tedainternationalschool.net
www.tedainternationalschool.net

B MEDICAL FACILITY

Tianjin Downtown

ARRAIL International Dental Clinic
RRF OB EFUE

Rm 302, Tianjin International Building
No.75 Nanjing Rd.Heping

District, Tianjin
FEHTTRT K B R 75 R M R A 3025
Tel:022-2331-6202

Fax:022-2331-6215

Tianjin United Family Hospital (TJU)
RmmeERER

No. 22 Tianxiaoyuan, Tanjiang Road,
Hexi District, Tianjin 300221

PR TR P20 300221

Tel: (022) 58568500

Web: http://www.ufh.com.cn

Tianjin International SOS Clinic
KHMER (505) KA

1F Sheraton Tianjin Hotel, Zijinshan Lu,
Hexi .

P SR L BE FHR TS A I R
Tel: 2352 0143

Hrs: 09:00-18:00(Mon-Sat)

Tel: 65377616

IR ol o Al e s et
- el .
L e e e

* -

Tianjin TEDA International SOS Clinic
EFSOSEREE BT

102-C2 M5D, No.79, 1st Avenue, TEDA
REBEHFRATR X Hi—F 70585k
MSD-CIX 281025

Tel: 6537 7616

B ESTATE

Tianjin Downtown

Tianjin SYD Real Estate Consultants
KN Bk =S WA AT

E-701 Rome Gardens, Yong An Dao, Hexi
TR kS 5 1 E 1 B ~2-1401

Tel: 2324 6966/2324 6098

Hrs: 09:00-17:00

E-SMART Relocation Consultants Co, Ltd
PR ERREARAR

Rm. 1901, Ning Tai Plaza, No.1, Xia
Guang Dao, Nankai
RO B S T8 Ho01E

Tel: 2836 0997

Email: esmart@esmart.com.cn
WWWw.esmart.com.cn

Hrs: Mon-Fri; 8:30-17:30

The very first and leading expats
housing and relocation company in
Tian]in region

TEDA &Tanggu

Joanna Real Estate Consulting Co.,
Ltd (Tianjin Branch)
REBEE S EARAR (XBIAR)
No. H. 11 F, International Development
Bmldlng. ND.Z Dong Tng Rcad.TEDﬁ

Tel 6628 021 1

Fax: 6628 0216
tjadmin@jrecorporate.cn
www jrecorporate.cn

41F, The Executive Center, Tianjin World
Financial Center, 2 Dagubei Lu, Heping
District, Tianjin 300020.
RETARPE R AT b2 S RS R M. O
AR S

Tel: +86 (022) 58307608

Website:
www.europeanchamber.com.cn

Email: tianjin@euccc.com.cn

The American Ch

Rm2918, the Exchange Tower 2,189
Nanjing Road, Heping

FPPR TR 189 SHNC —po1as

Tel: 23185075 Fax: 2318 5074
Website: www.amchamtianjin.org

3f Commerce in

Rm.1502, Global Center, No. 309
Nanjing Road, Nankai

15025
Tel/Fax ++86 (0)22 - B787 9249
Email: tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de
Internet: www.china.ahk.de

Rm 803,Huake Center,3 Kaihua Road,
Huayuan Industrial Zone..

SEBRAVX TP SR AN 803,
Tel:8371 7855
Fax:837 17859

Room 1008, International Building, 75
Nanjing Road, Heping District, Tianjin
300050, P.R.Chinack MR- X RTRIRS 755 bR
KIET1008%

Tel: 86 22 23136003

Fax: 86 22 23136005
Business Hours: 8:30~17:30

B CHURCH

Tianjin Downtown

StJoseph’s Cathedral
i 9%

No.9, Xining Dao, Heping
AP Ho S

Tianjin Christian Fellowship

King Hall Hotel, No.22, Huan Hu zhong
Lu, Hexi

TATUEERE 22

Tel: 8829 7772

enguiry@tjif.com

Open to foreign passport holders only

TEDA &Tanggu

TEDA Christlan Fellowship

Building A, Report Hall, TEDA
International Hotel,2nd Avenue, No. 8,
TEDATranjln

Ema:l enqulty@mdafellowship.com -
Phone: 151-2264-5704

I THEATRE

Tianjin Downtown

Tianjin Grand Theatre

FHEAR BE

Culture Center Pingjiang Road Hexi
PRI AL

Tel: 8388 2000

Tianjin Concert Hall
RRERT

88 Jianshe Road Heping
AP Ees 5

Tel: 2332 0068

rgryw=aw

LISTING

Western Shore Art Salon
BEEARM

3 Youyi Road North Hexi
FER AL S

Tel: 2326 3505/3501

B MUSEUM

Tianjin Downtown

Tianjin Museum

Rimai

Intersection between Pingjiang Road
and Yuexiu Road Hexi

PR LN SRR

Tel: 8388 3000

B MASSAGE

Tianjin Downtown

Gudu Massage
i
1-1-607,Cheng Ji Center, Nanjing Road,

Heping

AP BRI D1 ST 1607
Tel: 2313 7919/ 136 821 90233
Hrs: 10:00-02:00

Chinese Massage Club

oh EIRE B

Rm. 11F, Building 1, Zijin Garden, No.15,
Binshui Dao, Hexi

IR PG5 5 8 SAE R B 1P

Tel: 88294330, 13512489654

Hrs: 10:00-24:00

A Sen Da Mu Tong
W Bk AR 2R 20K

22 Pukou Dao, Hexi.
TR B2
Tel: 2313 5080

Heavenly SPA By Westin

BT R

6F, The Westin Tianjin, No.101, Nanjing
Lu, Heping
WKWM%WE
Tel:23850088

Hrs: 10:00-24:00

Super SPA
Aromatherapy and massage. Satisfy
your physical, emotional, spiritual
needs.

Hrs: 10:00-00:00

Where you live, where we will service
for you.

Mobile phone: 18707003303
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Tianjin Metro Lines

Lihed % Information Legend

Youo i O Station @ Transfer station
LY feng Chan He 751 m Lne! 06:00-22:00
Hua Bof Ji Tuan S

068:00 - 22:00
by Tian Shi Ul Fih
L ¥i Xing Fu TR

) mm—  LUne3 06:00 - 22:00
Line 1

B L Yuan €
RS XiHeng i Y
B Guo Siu Chang

AR Ban Xl
R Gin flan Dao
R HongHull T

m— Lne8 06:00-22:00
0 Zhang Xing Thuang HEiE

() Tie Dang Lu S

L) Norih Train Station 3t

FUPBE West Train Station 1) Thong Shan Lu sl O
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Tianjin Magnetic City (Sig&EL %)
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PARTING SHOT

ave you heard? The Korean based

E-Mart grocery store brand is saying

goodbye to Tianjin. With several

stores around town E-Mart has been

a favorite of many. As with so many
other foreign companies though, E-Mart didn't
find the profits it hoped for in Tianjin. Having
stuck it out for years, it has finally called it quits.
This "here today gone tomorrow" phenomena
is nothing new to Tianjin expats. No matter
how big the brand, how big the store, how big
the investment, it still seems like businesses
fold up and disappear in the blink of an eye
here inTianjin.

Typically each and every time a particular
business vanishes it brings with it a bit of
inconvenience. However E-Mart was a
mainstay for perhaps a number of expats
when it came to getting their daily or weekly
groceries and other household items. As such,
saying bye bye to E-Mart isn't just shocking, it
likely also calls for rearranging ones shopping
routine. How will expats deal with this latest
change?

Perhaps a first reaction to E-Mart leaving
is to find another big grocery store to shop at.
There are certainly a number of these such as
Carrefour, Vanguard, RenRen Le, and RT Mart
to name a few. However this tactic may have a
few flaws. One, it is possible these stores will
be extra busy as other customers also need to
find a new place to shop. Second, they may
not be conveniently located, Third, they may
not have all the products E-Mart did.

Therefore expats will perhaps want to

74 JIN MAGAZINE

I' o by Carmen King. - .-

YET, INSTEAD OF GETTING DOWN
ORTAKING MORE DRASTIC
MEASURES LIKE MOVING
APARTMENTS OR CITIES, WITH A
LITTLE EXPLORATION, THIS BYE
BYE E-MART WAVE CAN BEEN
RIDDEN LIKE THE REST OF THEM.

consider another option. Namely, explore the
little shops nearby. These smaller stores may
actually have a number of the same goods as
the big stores not to mention shorter lines.
While one of these smaller stores may not
have everything on the list, it is commeon that
where one is, nearby are two or three others.
So check all the different shops in the area,
taking note of which products are where and
whose prices are best,

Some examples would include JinGong
Supermarket # T}, Century Supermarket
AR, Fomax Supermarket S5,
and Wu-Mei Mini Mart #3581k to name a

few. In addition to these there are many more.

Some are small chain stores. Others may even
be a personally owned mini mart. However,
one thing in common is that the store won't
be that large and it will be packed with an
assortment of household goods, perhaps
even some food related items. JinGong at
some locations sells electric and/or train

tickets. Century Supermarket has paper
goods, drinks and snacks. Fornax Supermarket
may sell fruits, vegetables, eggs and a good
variety of ice cream.

The key to dealing with E-Mart's
departure is flexibility and adaptability. Expats
who don't like change probably have already
left Tianjin. Being able to ride the waves of
change, both big and small which frequent
the shores of Tianjin is mandatory for anyone
looking to stick around. Losing E-Mart in some
respects is a big wave which came crashing
down onTianjin expats.

Yet, instead of getting down or taking
more drastic measures like moving
apartments or cities, with a little exploration,
this bye bye E-Mart wave can been ridden like
the rest of them. So goes the old Chinese story
about the guy who loses a horse and at first
feels frustrated over the loss, In time though
sadness turns to happiness as the horse
returned and brought with it another horse! (
SRR, BHHERE) Likewise, at first going to
afew small stores instead of one big one may
seem like a hassle. Yet, in time this new routine
may prove better and more efficient than the
old one,
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ISETAN Binhai New Area Shop
SPECIAL INFORMATION

NSETAN

www.isetan-tianjin.com

Broiled Fatty Salmon Sushi
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THE 2ND ANNUAL
CELEBRAT

Sales Promotion: \CJH£E
Customer who order set e
meal can enjoy

preferential price

KIRIN beer: | :
RMB 10 yuan/pitcher
Orange Julce:

RMB 2 yuan/cup

Date: 7,8 February

2H 1651 9 W20 E f Bk I [11:30 147 30] (ION 3:30))
18, 19, 20, Feb Open from 11:30~14:30 (LO13:30)
M_EFR1E Evening Closed

»3 DELIGHTS MONTHLY s

Lunch Menu

KEANBRSTFREE a5

You can choice of side salad or Daily soup with your main course.
PR

Crispy-Fried Chicken Cutlets 68 Tight
WiRice Omelet MEXJ\E@maE ¥ Glace Sauce BEEMEY\EEHET ¥
mm:mmm 11:00~22:00 (10: 21:00)

ADD TEDA MSD No0.62 2nd Avenue TEDA Tianjin
Tel:6527-1111 Hrs:11:00-21:00(Restaurant 11:30-22:00)




INTRODUWCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SCMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE

sommerset Yoyt Tlangin
19T B ikGal Pl |5l 1
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Enjery Ascott’s Bost Hate Cearantee | wosascotbchins.com | #00 320 P28 (U hina 1ell-leeed SERVICED RESIDEMCE
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