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FE--ABR “BE” BREHFE
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The Pigeonhole Problem
B R ASHR B E e F IE?

New Tianjin Location Starting November 4th
at King Hall Hotel

Address: No. 22, Huan Hu Zhong Lu, Hexi District
(G PES P8 225 )

Bus line:1,9,705,826,953 stop nearby

www.TJIF.com

Please contact Scott Carlson with any questions:
*Phone: 8829 7772

« Tianjin email: enquiry@tjif.com

* TEDA email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Open to foreign passport holders only.
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King Hall Hotel
Address:No.22 Huanhu Zhong Lu
RHE T DY PR 22 5
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Culture Creeps into Education
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Encouragement

People who share our
goals and beliefs

All of these things help us
to discover how we fit into
the place that God has
put us.

Join our fellowship
Sundays at 8:30 AM or
10:00 AM in Tianjin or at
10:00AM in TEDA as we
discover God and His
great plan,together
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WHAT’S ON DECEMBER

ec.6 .’ ec. 12 .’ ec.20 .’

} } } Tianjin Grand Theatre
RERRIBE

Tenor Recital: Thomas Blondelle

} } } Tianjin Grand Theatre
: RER BT

Piano Recital: Daria Kaminiva

} } } Tianjin Grand Theatre

REKE B

© Concert: Moscow Rachmaninov Trio, Russia

| BEE--ROH-REAHMES | ORRIRE (RIETIHFHL) C BENESNARBREXSESERS
D SR TR B IR R - BHE T D B E R =R
: Time: 15:00 . Time: 15:00 - Time: 19:30

Belgian tenor Thomas Blondefle was born in

. Bruges, Belgium, in October 1982 and studied

. singing, piano, composition and chamber music
at his home town'’s Stedelijk Conservatorium. At

1 theKUL University of Leuven, he obtained a

. degree in musicology in 2006. He was awarded

© the First Prize at the Axion Classics competition

: in200 1, the Second Prize at the Prix Jacques

: Déme singing competition in 2002, the Prize for

‘a Young Promising Contestant at the Vifias

: Competition in 2005 and the Second Prize at the
: Concours Reine Elisabeth 2011 in Brussels, as

. well as the French Repertoire Prize at the 2012

: Belvedere Competition in Vienna.

: ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
s DCPE S L
- Tel: 83882000

3 } P Tianjin Grand Theatre F K BIBE

. Concert: Don Quixote by Spanish

. When King Agamemnon is murdered by his

* devious wife Klytamnestra and her lover, his

: daughter Elektra vows bloodthirsty revenge in

: this highly charged tale of brutal violence and

: vengeful madness from Richard Strauss in

* collaboration with Hugo von Hofmannsthal.

: Premiering in 1909, Elektra is Strauss'

. masterpiece, a juggernaut of opera that shocks
: and explores the human capacity for loathing
and murderous action.

- ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
- TP DCAE S G
. Tel: 83882000

DD D Tianjin Grand Theatre K EKJRIBE

- Ballet: Swan Lake

* After more than 20 years of joint creative work,

: The Rachmaninov Trio have won the affection of
- the public, the respect of their colleagues and

: critical acclaim, both in their home country and

* abroad. Concerts and recordings of the

* Rachmaninov Trio have received brilffiant reviews
*insuch prestigious publications as the BBC Music
: Magazine, Gramophone, The Strad, Fanfare,

- Diapason, The Independent, The Observer,

- Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Sud Duetche

. Zeitung, Der Bund, Russkaya Ideya and many

. others. They have represented the Russian

- Performing Arts in the program for the Year of

- Russian Culture in many countries.

ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
s TP DA LE SO
- Tel: 83882000

} } } Western Shore Art Salon i AR

- Concert: Woodwind And Brass-wind

. Classical String Orchestra - EESER (XM L AFRB--ABREEFS
B ENE--EMT A REFAE RS DO T HLRREY SR A D RHE R
DO PRHESF N K IR H] © Time: 20:00

: Time: 19:30

ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
o PP DSPTE ST O

- Tel: 83882000

3 } P Tianjin Grand Theatre F K BIBE

. Piano Recital: Olivier De Spiegeleir

© Time: 19:30

- ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
s TP DCALE S G
: Tel: 83882000

PP D Tianjin Grand Theatre KK JRIB:

. Christmas Songs: New York Harlem

© ADD: No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
s P R EAG 3
! Tel: 862223263505

} } ) Western Shore Art Salon P ¥R

. Christmas Concert: VIVACE

| HREIRE (BE) * Singers Concert | ARTHKEHEE
OEEE. KUFRIL | RBERE--AHREBEIBATFE ¢ —-VIVACEXEXIFEFE
: Time: 19:30 D dIZNASEMA IR oy VIVACEHA

: © Time: 19:30 © Time: 20:00

. ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
s VG DA LE S L
: Tel: 83882000

}}} Tianjin Grand Theatre K&K R I

. Cartoon Works Audio-Visual Concert:
. Joe Hisaishi and Miyazaki Hayao

L RBZW-ARiL-BREHBERNTE RS
: Wi T35 5%

: Time: 19:30

ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi

PTG R SO

- Tel: 83882000
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- ADD: Culture Center, Pingjiang Dao, Hexi
s T DX LE SO H
* Tel: 83882000

}}} Western Shore Art Salon T 2 AR1E
. Concert: Movie Themes

- B E--REEEESE

D EAAE

;. Time: 20:00

: ADD: No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
LR R TEALEE3 S
: Tel: 8622-23263505

© ADD: No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
L PR EAGE3 S
! Tel:8622-23263505

PP ) Tianjin Grand Theatre TR AL

. Concert: Trio For Oboe, Bassoon And Piano
D EZEGH--NEE, KE, WE=EZX

D EASSZIRIYE SR

: Time: 20:00

: ADD: No.3 Youyi Bei Lu, Hexi
DR AT A3 S
: Tel: 8622-23263505



DECEMBER WHAT’S ON

Dec. 1

SHID

MAGAZINI

Movie: The SpongeBob Movie:
Sponge Out of Water (2015)

Release Date: 1 December 2015 (China)

Genres: Animation, Adventure, Comedy

Director: Paul Tibbitt, Mike Mitchell

Stars: Tom Kenny, Antonio Banderas, Bill Fagerbakke

When a diabolical pirate steals the secret Krabby
Patty formula, SpongeBob and his nemesis Plankton o OW
must team up in order to get it back.

Jin Magazine at

_, Wechat™

v

Tianjin International School
2015 Christmas Charity Bazaar
10am-2pm

Saturday, Dec. 5, 2015

TIS Gymnasium and Cafeteria

Gate fee: TO0RMB

Please call 8371-0900 ext. 311 or email:
admission@tiseagle.com for tickets

_HTO

Dec. 11

Movie: Rush (1) (2013)

Release Date: 11 December 2015 (China)
Genres: Action, Biography, Drama

Director: Ron Howard VN
Stars: Daniel Briihl, Chris Hemsworth, Olivia Wilde

The merciless 1970's rivalry between Formula One Scan the QR code or search JINMAGAZINE
drivers James Hunt and Niki Lauda. . e

to know what’s going on in Tianjin...
news, shows, food, party, events, discount

We know everything about Tianjin!

Tell us what you want know via Wechat!
Dec. 24

Movie: Skiptrace (2015)

Release Date: 24 December 2015 (China)

Genres: Action, Comedy

Director: Renny Harlin

Stars: Jackie Chan, Johnny Knoxville, Bingbing Fan
A detective from Hong Kong teams up with an
American gambler to battle a notorious Chinese
criminal.
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Yugiao Reservoir Black Stork
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BIRATERARIAEHRE

Population Surprise

TR B R BRI

Recently, Ji County Forestry Administration discovered 52 black storks
on the north shore of Yugiao Reservoir. The black stork population has first
class protection to ensure its continued survival. According to authorities,
this is the first time that large numbers of the birdshave been found inthe
Tianjin area.

I H BT IFE TR K AL R M 20 52 R K — 2 i S A 3

P——l, R U E D R B SA SRR o
OO

Haihe Cruise Lines Will Halt
for Winter November 9

R £ 1 o H 4 Z:4eh;

To ensure the safety of tourists and to protect the cruise ships from
damage over winter, Tianjin Haihe Cruise Lines will halt cruises from
November 9th according to the local maritime bureau of Tianjin city.
Next year's resumption date and times of sailing are still unknown.

ZAFERABSEN, RTINS 224 WM s AR,
R R R T 7 R R T RIS AT 0L ), T IR E 11
HOHde B 2R LS 1z e, WIAETPAR ) 31 Tl .

B R EEPREP R .

Scrap-metal Sculpture Park Opens in Tianjin

Tolb s e o bl

A sculpture park featuring art workscreated from industrial waste
opened recently in Tianjin. Located in Tianjin Binhai Hi-Tech Industrial
Development Area, the 6,000 square meters Jiu Wu Zhi is the first park of
its kind in China. The park features 19 sculptures made from scrap metal
donated by firms in the area.

R IHYE” VA 11 H I E AU PR R sl 5P AR 2
o 1 B 1OV VR S A BRI AR P rp B R XUk LAl
Ba S RATEHEURH) o

R R PR .

Panda "Xi Le" Loves His New Home in Tianjin
AR CEURT B EREE B

Since arriving at Tianjin Zoo in October, Panda "Xi Le" has been
cared for by experts in all aspects of his life. Now Xi Le has fallen in love
with his new home and enjoys a happy life in Tianjin.

KA IR 10 A AR RS, R0 A 4TS 77 i
OB, “ERT CAERETIEREN SRR, kT TR AR,

The names of the honorary advisors are listed according to the alphabetical order
of the first name initial. LA AL S AT EIIFHES, HESIAS B
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Ebola Vaccine To Be Produced in Tianjin
RS e A

Tianjin CanSino Biotechnology Inc. has started construction of an industry base to produce
Ebola vaccine in the Tianjin Economic and Technological Development Area. The first phase of
their investment is 450 million yuan and construction will be completed in September, 2018.
Annual production is to be around 70 million batches of vaccines.

FT 6.5 T PRI R A T AE B ARAT PR 2 W W LA SE L H B & X PE IR B E, %56
N5 B BIEIE— AR T AR P S, — R 451208, TT20184R9 AN, R E HAR
FEREREIE 70007 FIRETT o

R LR RE R R RRTEE

Binhai New Area Women’s and Children’s
Health Center Completed
TETER X 0 LR (g R T

Recently, the Binhai New Area Women'’s and Children’s Health Center and the Xin Bei Street
Community Health Service Center were completed. The projects, which cover an area of 22,000
square meters, are located at the northeast junction of Xiamen and Yao Shan Roads. The
projectswill provide high level medical maintenance services forwomen and children in Binhai.

TEHERTIX AL OR PO SRR AL X LA IR S5 o I RTER T, %000 H ARV e i X R
I SFRIE ST O AR, BRSTR2 205 FIK, A5 g L i ek PE ST 37k 5

China's First Passenger Plane RollsOff The Assembly Line
FEF=CO19RINEHAE LA T2k

The Chinese produced C919 aircraft rolled off the assembly line in Shanghai on November 2. As
China's first homemade large passenger aircraft, the C919's design was completed by a research team
at Tianjin University. Compared to traditional large aircraft, the air quality in the C919 cabin is 20%
higher and passenger's thermal comfort will also increase by nearly 20%.

117 2 H, PEER Co19 RFHE HEERE TR, ME3RE R ORI E A RRIZIL, Has
ASMEBT5 SR AR B B R RBHIBASE R, FMESER RALLL, CO19 ARMIZs Uit
BERRRET T 20%, SRFIMPF SRR T 20%, AN TR ZE A,

e R R R R R R PR :

Tianjin Becomes a National Cross-Border Electricity
Suppliers Pilot City
AT IERGA A 5 H R sl

Recently, the General Administration of Customs officially allowed Tianjin to become the eighth
national cross-border e-commerce service pilot city. This means Tianjin can carry out business in
cross-border trade e-commerce imports and exports. The first cross-border electricity suppliers’
experience shop is located in the central business district and has already started business.

H SR R E A R T 1k 58\ A A B 7 R 45 M S sty . PR B 52 5 7
SFRER ST o AT RO 45 DX B AR R A LRI ED

TIANJIN NEWS

r — 7 AN\
REX SERVICE"
Moving & Relocation

BRIV FBim]

WINTER

SALKE

Special discount of international removals for teachers
Call for a quote to get a free restaurant coupon valued at 200 RMB.
There is no obligation to act on REX's quote to receive this.

10% discount for shipments to Australia, New Zealand, USA and
Canada. 15% discount for shipments to Melbourne.
Foreign teachers from interntional schools all qualify for discounts on

insurance.

LB EFRRREEAMLE

1, RERKAMENE00THES.

HhE2, SFHIHE, FERXNT, FEZ,
£, MEKNTANSEI0%WEHITH,

183, RERKEERLRNIMERT,
TEREBEMHIITN.

Our Services:

International, Domestic and Local Moving (door to door service)
EiR. B, TRELER (728K )

Office Moves

DAERE

Document Storage and Warehouse Provides

e

Customs House and International Insurance Brokers
3 QR SRR R IR

Liaison office: Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Tianjin, Qingdao,
Dalian, Wuhan

R, Lig, ML R, BB KE, RIVGERSIM

Add: RRTHITBX NSRS 501 SBEREISH2201. 300202
Rm.2201, Tower 1, Heung Hua B/D, No 501He Xi District,
Tianjin, China 300202

Email: servic com .com  www.rexrelo.com

A Class Licence:1200000217

M:18522057388 Mr. Jerry Zhang
Hotline:400-882-1060

el 1 Z,
rexomovr GIAM P JIMA - S
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JIN TEAM

LETTER

FROM THE EDITOR

ell we now reach the end of another year. On behalf of Jin Magazine,
\/\/ thank you to all our readers, clients, writers, staff and board of advisors
for another successful year. We have seen several changes to our
format, which were made to be more useful to our readership and bring a new look
to your magazine. Please let us know your comments as we continue to try and
improve to meet your needs.

In our December issue, the feature article is China is Not Cheap, which is a
double-edged sword. Living in China has become more expensive than 15 years
ago and you cannot buy the famous Tianjin pancake from the street vendor for two
Yuan anymore but on the other hand, the quality of China goods has improved. The
quality of living have improved, we now have an expanding subway system,
high-speed rail to Beijing and many five star hotels and restaurants.

This issue will also look at the opening of the new second child policy. On the
subject of children, our parenting article shows how to educate kids on celebrating
Western traditional festivals.

The travel section visits different parts of the Great Wall that are within driving
distance of Tianjin, some places such as Simatai, Lakeside Great Wall and
Qinhuangdao may be new discoveries for you to experience another part of the
Great Wall. Locally we will visit the Rosewood Museum in Tianjin. Our Dining article
reviews the popular Hot Pot craze and explains the different types and where to try
it out and enjoy, a fun way of eating and cooking on your own.

Finally in our Parting Shot, learn how to choose a faster line up and make
better use of your time instead of just waiting with the crowds.

December is the shortest day, or called the Winter Solstice on the 22nd, so
after this days will be longer. Of course December 25 is Christmas Day and most
hotels will have special dinners, tree lightings and all stores will have festive
decorations. We wish you all a festive holiday season.

BT AR 4 H K ) BRI T SO TA GG IR AGE — R .
MRFFTIL, (4 HRH) FRETER—E P A TRS AL, X —YINSE R T
BT R A I TR ARG R IR L, (4 HRHE) Zebeiss— Bk
X AR

12 HiFEE, A WRHRA S E RS  A)E,  X— )T R —
T8, mAHE, Py REARIBANMEPEIRGEE T —RERPER FIER, TE
MRS, FAEARAARIN, P SRR TR T Rz Ah, AT
AETE AR T RNGE, RIS . eI . DB S LR E R
FEIFRL

AR ESCERSA . REFR 3% BURNITHE, LURAMTEE T il
FESTHS, 12 H 25 H, 2&3A14F—ENRETY, (5 HRE) RHEEXEYUE
RFEABREEES — MR H , I BOREERE RF,
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FEATURE

by David Wong and Carmen King photo by Gao Shan, Cao Tong

ackin 2000, a mere 15 years ago, a

Tianjin Pancake FI5f Jian Bing sold

by the street vendor was 2 kuai

(RMB) that same vendor now sells

them for 5. The local prices at
Starbucks are higher here for a Grande
Frappuccino or Latte than many of the stores
in Canada or United States. This proves one
simple fact, be it local orimported goods,
Chinaisn't as cheap as it once was. These
increases in cost don't stop with food and
drink. China residents across the country are
feeling it in their wallets big time. So what are
the reasons and how do we cope?

One key way is brought out by the simple
example above. If you stick to the local eating
habits and outlets, it tends to be cheaper. 5
RMB s less than one dollar and for quite a
filling meal. The local food stand that | visit is
fairly clean and all the ingredients even the
dough stick JH14% “You Tiao" used is made from
scratch. Of course if you venture to a five star
restaurant, hotel or Starbucks, expect to pay up
to 100 RMB (520) for a drink and something to

24 JIN MAGAZINE

eat, which could be more than you are used to
spending per meal back home. But if you go to
a local supermarket or a comner store /M
“Xiao Pu’; you can buy a local 750ml of Tianjin
beer for 2 RMB, if you bring back the empty
bottle.

This brings up a very big question that all
expats face when moving to Tianjin or any
other part of China. Namely, will you stick to
the brands you know (e.g. imports) or will you
start"living like a local” Locals live the way they
do because they know how to make that RMB
stretch like the best of them. As we will detail in
many examples below, in every area of life, the
Chinese are facing extraordinary financial
pressure. This means the import goods that an
expat might think are “everyday”basics of life, a
local Chinese may see as a luxury.

Expats should keep in mind though,
living like a local may be cheaper, but that still
doesn't mean “cheap’. After all, some of the
biggest costs associated with living in China
are associated with major purchases like a
home or car. Especially when it comes to

homes, there aren’t so many“import”vs.“local”
options. Home prices are mostly dictated by
the infamous “location, location, location” This
means expats looking to live in Tianjin's city
central districts of Heping, Nankai or Hexi, the
high cost of China living is going to be virtually
unavoidable, regardless of what you choose to
eat for breakfast.

Expats at this point might be wondering,
what happened? Wasn't China supposed to be
notoriously cheap? Wasn't living in China
alleged to be way less expensive than living
back home in Australia, Canada or the US?

What has happened over the past 15
years?

The costs of production in China over the
past 15 years have risen due mainly to the
declining labor supply as seen in the above
graph showing a higher aging population, in
2011 the average age in China was 35 years,
whereas countries such as Bangladesh,
Cambodia and Vietnam are in their 205. These



(Graph: Source is SRA Silk Road Associates)

are the same countries where many Chinese
manufacturers are relocating their factories.
China’s concern for this shortage of labor is also
reflected by the recent 13-5 Plenary Planning
Policy, which scrapped the one-child policy
and is now allowing for two children per family.
With an aging labor pool, China like any

country faces inflating labor costs. China isn't
immune to the reality that older workers
simply cost more. Young people often not only
are willing to work for less, but even when it
comes to healthcare, sick time, or other life
events that affect the workers ability to work,
the younger the better. With less children
being born for decades, this has resulted in less
young adults being available to take those
lower paying jobs. Of course companies aren't
going to allow increased labor rates to cut into
profits, rather they will do what any typical
business minded individual would do, raise
retail rates. This protects profits by pushing the
“cost” of older workers onto the backs of
consumers.

Another major reason for the higher costs
is China’s currency appreciation. When an
expat bought a Jian Bing RI'Hf back in 2000,
the Canadian exchange for renminbi was 8:1
so that pancake only cost them 25 cents
compared to the almost four fold increase
because the Canadian dollar only buys 4.8 RMB
now. This type of ‘cost”increase was pretty
much universal for expats living in China,
including those from Australia, US and the UK.
Expats across the nation felt a tightening of
their budgets as they essentially could “buy
less”due to exchange rate changes. An
example of this was an expat who had lived in
China for nearly a decade. He commented
how when shopping at local import grocery

FEATURE

stores, what used to cost him about 100 RMB
now costs him hundreds more!

The minimum wage in China has also
risen due to government policy to reduce
income inequality. In 2000, the minimum
average monthly wage was 500 rmb (and
seldom enforced) but now in Beijing, the
minimum wage is 2100 with benefits (which is
now strictly regulated). Healthcare coverage for
employees in China is not cheap either. For
example an expat in their thirties could result
in about 1200 RMB/month in insurance costs.
After adding these costs on top of any base
compensation, this makes the average
employee expense significant.

Increases in labor rates could also be
linked to the fact that access to college has
dramatically increased in recent years. College
graduates are less likely to accept low paying
positions, demanding better wages from
employers early on. Other rural and inland
areas tend to have lower wage requirements
but generally, wages have tripled, being higher
in the coastal cities. Countrywide the days of
China providing the world with “‘cheap labor”
have come and gone.

Having said all this, a minimum wage of
2000 rmb is still less than about $400 USD, a
real bargain when compared to Canada where
the minimum wage is over ten times this. A
typical Chinese University graduate is lucky to
find their first job that pays 5000 RMB/month
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FEATURE

in China. Even a newly graduated Chinese
engineer is probably looking at 5-7000 RMB as
a starting monthly salary. In Canada however a
starting engineer is expecting $5-7,000 CDN
per month (about 24,000-34,000 RMB) and
perhaps even more when there is competition
for the applicant. So saying China labor rates
are increasing isn't to say they are as high as
other Western countries. Still when compared
with years past, the cost of hiring Chinese
employees is up big time and it seems it will
only continue to rise. Companies in the service
sector may not be as scared by these rises as
they have international clients which will pay

services fees sufficient to cover these increases.

Manufacturers however tend to be much
more budget conscience when it comes to
staffing costs.

Since China has for sometime positioned
itself as the “world's manufacturer”it could
present a challenge to continually demand
better wages. Especially when as noted, other
less developed nations offer a younger and
cheaper labor pool. Despite this, the costs to
moving a major manufacturing business to
another country could preclude some from
bailing on China. Not to mention China has
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long since proven to be able to deliver
ridiculous levels of quantity and even quality
when the manufacturer demands such. Before
anyone gripes too much about the
manufacturing abilities of the Chinese look no
further than that iPhone in your hand. Flip it
over, sure enough it was designed in the West,
but “assembled in China” So from that
prospective, looks like China labor was well
worth its wage as users don't seem to be
complaining about Apple’s quality.

Housing

China statistics indicate that housing
prices have finally leveled in the past year after
having soared annually in the past ten years.
This leveling has still left existing prices
unreachable for young couples just starting a
new life in the cities. Downtown prices in
Beijing, within the third ring are over 40,000
RMB per square meter, which translates to
about 3 million RMB (5625,000 CDN) for a
modest one-bedroom apartment of 75 square
meters (750 square foot one bedroom
apartment). Tianjin prices would be about half
of this, but even so, how can a young couple

afford this on a combined income of 10-20,000
RMB per month?

They cant, and can only do so by relying
on their parents. If their parents can help by
providing half or more of the total price for the
down payment, they can finance the balance
but means they will be paying about 7500rmb
per month, almost half of their monthly salary.
Expats are facing an even bleaker picture when
it comes to buying property in China. One,
they probably don't have the support of their
parents. Two, they probably cant get a loan
due to restrictions on lending to expats. That
means expats could be looking at a“cash”deal
when discussing purchasing property in China.
Even if financing is found, the idea of buying
property at such an exorbitantly high per
square meter rate makes the deal far less
enticing.

If a local cannot afford to buy their home,
the alternative is renting. Although property
values have stabilized, rental costs have risen
and will likely continue to do so with the
construction of new homes slowing due to
the stable market. The cost of renting the same
unit described above, namely a one bedroom
75 square meter apartment in downtown

Buying a property is the biggest consumption in most Chinese lives.
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Beijing is likely to be about 6000 RMB per
month. In a recent report by the National
Bureau of Statistics, average rental increases
this year are 4.1%. The ten most expensive
cities for rent had Beijing ranked at the top and
Tianjin at number six. Expats get hit hard when
it comes to renting too. How so?

For starters often expats don't get rent
rates as low as locals due to the perception
they can afford to“pay more” Even if the rent
isn't inflated, expats often have to fork over a
rental tax. This tax needs to be paid when a
renter moves into the property. Technically this
fee should be paid by the landlord. However it
will be next to never that an expat finds a
landlord who is willing to pay it. The issue is,
expats are required to register their residency
with the local Police station. After doing so
they will be given a little slip of paper (known
in Chinese asf& 15 beichakd) with ared
stamp validating they have registered. The
catch is, to get that, the rent tax needs to be
paid up. The tax is based on where you live and
how much the rent is. It is often paid in 3
month, 6 month or 12 month increments. As
an example one Tianjin expat paid over 1600
RMB annually for this tax. With the landlord

being all too often unwilling to pay, that cost
comes out of the expats pocket.

Of course, housing prices and rental rates
are higher the closer to the center of the city
one gets. Fortunately the major cities are
expanding public transportation and the
outlying suburbs will have lower priced
housing and rental units. Present fares for
busses and subways are very reasonable
compared to Western equivalences; a bus ride
could be as low as two renminbi or 40 cents
US depending upon the distance to be
travelled. However, this means along
commute to the workplace and daily travel
times of over an hour each way is not
uncommon.

There are also a number of additional fees
associated with housing that expats should be
aware of. They include things like an annual
heating fee, which is calculated based on the
size of the apartment. This means the bigger
the place, the higher the fee. This fee is due
annually before year end. If the fee isn't paid,
the heat will be shut off. One Tianjin expat pays
around 2000 RMB/year for heat.

Keep in mind most places in Tianjin rely
on‘central heating” This means the heat being

turned on and off is controlled by the central
heating company. Most years, central heat in
Tianjin is available from November 15th
through March 15th. Likewise, the temperature
inside the home is not controlled by the end
user either. This lack of temperature control can
result in one either freezing or sweating during
winter. Some newer apartments do offer heat
via a central system, however the fees
associated with use are often much higher as
they are calculated based on how much
electric is used. So when it comes to heating
places in the Northern part of China, it is yet
another item that adds to the bottom line.
Expats should also be prepared for basic
appliances and other household electronics to
be more expensive in China. Things like air
conditioners, hot water tanks, and televisions
are often provided by the landlord when
renting a place. However some of these may
not meet the needs of expats. Especially when
it comes to a refrigerator, be ready for what is
nothing more than a“mini-bar”fridge, like that
provided in a US hotel room to be made
available. For a full size western fridge, big
money would need to be shelled out. The
same is true for a washing machine, even more

Loeal residents elweys do seme celaulkition before spending mensy.
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BY THETIME THE RENT,
REGISTRATION FEE, CENTRAL
HEAT, ELECTRIC, GAS, PHONE,
INTERNET, AND APARTMENT
MANAGEMENT FEE ARE ALL PAID
FOR, LIVING IN CHINAIS
NOWHERE NEAR “CHEAP".

so for a dryer. These items are not necessarily
"needs”but“wants”in China.

When it comes to housing, again living
like a local typically means saving money.
While expats might value their personal space
and crave a place of their own with all the
amenities of back home, locals pack into
cramped quarters with people that might be
little more than a“rent mate” Especially in cities
like Beijing and Shanghai, you will find tiny
apartments packed full of individuals trying to
save on rent. Expats in most cases probably
aren't ready for this type of life, therefore need
to be prepared to pay the premium for having
a place all their own. By the time the rent,
registration fee, central heat, electric, gas,
phone, internet, and apartment management
fee are all paid for, living in China is nowhere
near‘cheap”

Education

Schooling in China for its citizens is free
up to Grade 9 for locals. There are several
conditions though such as the child and family
must have registered hukou F' 1. This is the
nationwide household registration program. If
the child’s registered household is not in the
city of residence, there are costs for schooling
and in many cases, due to the overloaded
school system, registration is not possible in
the public system and the only alternative is a
private school. This situation is common when
couples from the rural areas venture into the
city to access better and higher paying jobs.

For the expats, the usual choice is to
educate their children in an international
school. There are several excellent choices in
Tianjin and most have been successfully
established for a number of years. However,
since most of the instructors are foreigners
contracted from outside of China, higher costs
are a factor and the annual fees are not cheap.
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Luxury Goods are more expensive in China

Ever wonder why so many Chinese
travellers buy brand name products when they
are abroad, when there are so many of the
same brand name stores in every city in China?
China has a higher import tariff, which is
between 64 percent and 25 percent.
Furthermore, the valued-added tax,
consumption tax and business tax must be
paid for the sales of luxury items in China.
Therefore, the final retail prices in China are
two-third higher than the CIF value.

For example, the CIF value of Estee
Lauder eye cream is 175 rmb, coupled with 10
percent import tariff, 30 percent consumption
tax and other import fees, which raised the
import duty-paid price to 274.5 rmb, nearly
100 rmb higher than the CIF value. During the
circulation in China, there also are 5 percent
sales tax, 17 percent value-added tax, as well as
the city maintenance and construction taxes
and advertising costs. Then, the final retail price
of the Estee Lauder eye cream in the chain
stores is around 540 rmb.

With the economic downturn sweeping
the globe, the major European and American
economies suffered sluggish economy, which
resulted in the decline of luxury consumption
in Asian region including China. Nevertheless,
the international luxury goods companies do
not intend to cut prices in China and some
even plan to raise the prices in Europe to
narrow the difference.

The same is true in the case of buying
imported cars in China. Due to higher import
duties, buying any imported car is usually
higher than in foreign markets. In some cases
as much as double the original price. Recent
complaints are that manufacturers are
deliberating setting unjustified profit margins
in China and not only due to import tariffs.
Investigations are underway and prices are
expected to be reduced in the future.

How do young Chinese cope?

As mentioned, many young couples in
China will rely on their parents to help
financially. As a result of the one child policy,
most parents only have one child; therefore
parent and grandparents are quite willing to
help. Also the outlook of filial philosophy is
quite different in China when compared to the
Western approach. In Ching, it is very traditional
and children will live with parents even during

adulthood and sometimes after marriage.
Whereas in the West, children often leave
home once school is completed and as early
as graduating from high school. The thought
of parents supporting children after marriage is
not a usual situation.

If you pass a school in China when it is
the end of the school day, look at the people
gathered at the exits, it is usually the
grandfather or grandmother taking on that
responsibility.

Conclusions

Another factor that needs to be
remembered is the quality of goods and
services being manufactured and provided in
China has improved and continues to do so.In
the past,“Made in China"was a negative
connotation and meant cheap and poor
quality. This was similar to the view of Japanese
made goods after the Second World War. Over
time that has changed and now Japanese
made items are considered prestigious — and
expensive. Products made in China are
undergoing this transition. Chinese products
are now regarded as reliable and still lower
priced, not quite to the level of being premium
but acceptable.

As with the rest of the world, as quality
improves costs typically go up. Companies are
never willing to let the bottom line take a hit.
Rather they look to raise rates and pass the
costs on to the consumer. Throughout China,
when compared to a few decades ago,
infrastructure is being upgraded. This makes
China no longer the cheap option. There are
already a number of places where the cost of
living and manufacturing would be cheaper
than China. With this being the case, expats
need to evaluate coming to China based on
the China of today not the China of yesterday.

Any expat before coming to China
should have a realistic understanding of the
costs involved. For many expats, these housing
and schooling costs are covered by the
employer, although full expat employment
packages are becoming less as Chinese
nationals become more qualified and many
Chinese students who were educated abroad
return to their homeland, they are referred to
"Returning Sea Turtles” . Do your best to create
an annual budget. Then pad that another
10-20%.There are a ton of variables when
moving to China, especially if it is for business.
The worst case scenario is to get here and then
run out of cash mid-project. Something all too



WITH THIS BEING THE CASE,
EXPATS NEED TO EVALUATE
COMING TO CHINA BASED ON THE
CHINA OF TODAY NOT THE CHINA
OF YESTERDAY.

common amongst expats, especially those
that came to China because they thought it
would be ‘cheap” With Tianjin being one of the
four cities directly controlled by the Chinese
Central Government, it isn't slowing down in
terms of growth and expansion either. Big
money is being invested in expanding the
subway system, attracting investment in the
Tianjin Free Trade Zone and developing the
areas surrounding the city central. This means
Tianjin isn't getting any cheaper. So be it Tianjin
or elsewhere, plan for the adjusted cost of
living. Be clear on not just how you will get to
Tianjin but how you will stay here.
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HIDEAKI

—BRINGS JAZZ

TOTIANJIN

by Bryce Cristiano, photo by You Sihang

ver the past few decades all of

China has seen explosive

growth as becoming an

expansive international hot

spot for entrepreneurs,
adventurers, students, and artists alike.
The steady economic advancements as
well as a culture that has become very
appreciative of international ideas creates
quite the allure for travelers. This benefit is
not a one-way street though; since an
open-minded society allows for these
new foreigners to contribute to the
cultural growth of China. Globalization is
here to stay as we progress into a
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collaborative future and if anyone shows
the contribution that globalization can
give to the culture of China; Hideaki
Tokunaga takes the cake.

Jazz in the Big Apple

Born in Osaka, Japan, Hideaki is quite
the international sensation with his
experiences as a jazz guitarists taking him
all around the U.S.A. and as far as India
and China. At the age of 19, to escape a
destiny of theological studies, Hideaki left
his life in Japan to start fresh in New York
City. The international scene of the

renowned city as well as the jazz music
culture greatly appealed to the young
Hideaki. Having escaped what would have
been a mundane theology education, he
instead took to learning jazz music. Not
just through an art/music college; but
hands on, in the subways of New York
City. The subways became his classroom,
his talented peers became his classmates
as well as teachers for the then novice,
and every class was music class. They say
it's best to fully immerse yourself in a
culture when learning a second language
and the same must do for the musical
culture of jazz which has a lively history in
Americana.

New York City was just the start for
Hideaki, who eventually found himself
moving to Los Angeles with his wife;
getting a complete view of the US.A from
the East Coast to the West Coast. His life in
Los Angeles included what was surely a
colorful experience of being a math
teacher in a South Central L.A. school. His
experiences of being a teacher by day and
a jazz musician by night have become
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tropes of his life. With a world of
experience from the streets of New York
as well as his formal education in the
prestigious CalArts in Valencia California;
Hideaki has grown to quickly adapt to
new environments. After his stay and
studies in Los Angeles, he found himself
back near his home; teaching in Kobe,
Japan. Making his way from Kobe to India
and then finally here to Tianjin.

A New Start in China

It seems only natural that a man like
this would fit well into the lively cast of
China's expat community; who often have
a wide array of talents and skills. Two years
ago, while searching for a new
international job after staying in India
Hideaki and his family were offered to
come to teach in Tianjin. With two years
under his belt of living and teaching in
Tianjin, he has grown to enjoy the
experience. In fact, he said that the only
thing that keeps his family of a wife and
his teenage son moving is that the jobs
they get around the world may only work
on 1-2 year contracts. If his school plans to
restore his working contract, he said he
wouldn't mind settling down here in
Tianjin or China.

Being an international talent, what
are some of his views on Tianjin (while
being a big city, it's quite up to snuff with
Shanghai, Beijing, and Shenzhen)? So far,
he has enjoyed the experience and notes
how much more laid back the city is.
Although for Hideaki, this relaxed city isn't
necessarily an advantage. While he can
find work playing at venues like the
Pressroom in WuDaDao; it's more difficult
to find gigs out here in Tianjin, which
leads him to gravitate to Beijing. In fact, a
lot of the musical deficiency we see here
in Tianjin just may be the proximity to
Beijing. Instead of this local talent and
aspiring artists staying in Tianjin, Beijing
acts as a magnet that attracts all the
musicians right out of the city; which
while being great for Beijing it certainly
stunts Tianjin's cultural evolution. As such,
Hideaki finds himself taking routine trips
to Beijing for weekends to play shows and
meet with many different musicians.
Being situated in Tianjin though, gives
him some political leniency when it
comes to the music scene. He can be

THIS ASPECT OF HIS ARTISTIC
TALENT HELPS HIM QUICKLY
BRIDGE-GAPS WITH LOCAL
COMMUNITIES, BUILDS UP
RELATIONS, AND ALLOWS HIMTO
ALWAYS BE GROWING MUSICALLY.

perceived as enigmatic, only coming to
Beijing on occasion and manage to
overcome the typical quarrels that artists
may have by just not even being present.

A World Phenomenon

With his talents in jazz music, he feels
confident to go anywhere to play his
music. No matter where he is in the world,
it's easy for Hideaki to get up on stage and
start playing. This aspect of his artistic
talent helps him quickly bridge-gaps with
local communities, builds up relations,
and allows him to always be growing
musically. Do people in China really enjoy
jazz though? While the love for any sound
can easily overcome borders, it just
seemed odd to myself. He assured me
that jazz clubs are in abundance in Beijing
and there’s quite a crowd for this genre of
music. In the past decades, as we've seen
China become increasingly progressive
and open to foreign cultural exchanges; it
has allowed for the rapid development of
many communities based around music.
From jazz, to hip-hop, and even salsa
dancing. Hideaki really appreciates the
open nature of the Chinese people for
giving new genres a try.

Having spent time in India, Hideaki
quickly grew infatuated with the sounds
of Indian music and hopes to bring that
influence to his own music. While he has
always been traveling and experiencing
an incredibly breadth of personal
achievements; he never feels like he has
really peaked. Despite how awesome it
must have felt to attain a two album deal
with Universal Music, being able to attend
CalArts, teaching trigonometry back
home in Japan, being influenced by the
music of India, or finding his way in China;
there has been no feeling of reaching a
ceiling. For him, there’s no concern on

becoming famous, as he only wishes to
reach the peak of his abilities every night
when he performs. While his lifestyle
wouldn't be possible without the amazing
people he has met around the world; he is
still concerned about succeeding on his
own merit.

Born in Japan, made in the USA, and
now here in China; check out Hideaki and
his musical talents for yourself. He loves
the positive feedback he receives from the
audiences in Beijing and often finds
himself performing out there. If you're at
all interested in jazz music; Hideaki might
be a name that you start seeing regularly
around Beijing and Tianjin especially.
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hen someone says your

name what comes to

mind? It is an ominous

question if you really stop

and think about it. The
irony is, all too often who we think we are,
or at least who we want to be, is hardly
how others see us. As we come to
understand how others view us, especially
in the workplace we might feel
pigeonholed.

Typically no one likes to be
pigeonholed. Yet, it tends to be a daily
occurrence. We pigeonhole others and
others pigeonhole us. Itis a rather common
tendency. As such it takes conscience effort
to avoid it. As you consider for a moment
what others may be thinking of you, take
time to do the same with the people
around you. Chances are, who you think
they are, and who they want to be won't
be exactly the same.

Especially when it comes to getting a
job or keeping a job, the pigeonhole
problem can rear its ugly head. On a
personal level, if people pigeonhole us,
worst case scenario they don't hang out
with us or talk bad about us behind our
backs. In the professional realm, getting
pigeonholed may mean missing out on
that dream job or even being let go.
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All this pigeonhole talk deserves an
example. James Bond is perhaps one of
the most famous personas ever to hit the
big screen. A host of men have played
James over the years, with the most
recent being British actor Daniel Craig.
Reports have him contracted for five Bond
films. He has with the completion of the
latest edition known as Spectre finished
four. Ironically, during an interview with
TimeOut London, he pretty much said in
rather explicit language he would rather
commit suicide than film the fifth Bond.
The interview states reasons related to
how consuming the whole Bond film
making process is as to why Craig wants
to bail off the Bond ship. For the sake of
this discussion though, we will present
the possibility of the pigeonhole problem.

Consider this, can anyone think of a
movie Daniel Craig acted in besides

NOACTORWANTSTO BE
PIGEONHOLED, GETTING STUCKIN
AN IMAGE OF WHOTHEY WERE IN
THE PAST VERSUS WHOTHEY ARE
AT PRESENT

Bond? What about the other actors of
years ago that played Bond like Sean
Connery and Roger Moore. Ask the same
question, what other films have they been
in other than Bond? Even if you can think
of one, chances are as you watch them
playing a totally different character all you
can think about is how they played Bond
back in the day. FFor them, this is a total
nightmare. No actor wants to be
pigeonholed, getting stuck in an image of
who they were in the past versus who
they are at present. Yet, it happens all the
time.

Big roles, big projects, tend to leave
big impressions. The same can be said
about lack luster performances. Taking
this point out of the entertainment world
and into the daily life of the average
worker, actually the same principals apply.
For example, little Miss Mary is the
secretary of a big executive. Chances are it
will be really tough for her to ever move
beyond that role. Why? People have
pigeonholed her as a “secretary”. Sadly
though, Mary may want to be anything
but a secretary. She may have dreams,
aspirations and even the talent to do way
more. The issue is, once we've been
pigeonholed, it takes some real effort and
a good plan to break free.
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Another example from the
entertainment world is Michael Keaton.
He walked away from playing Batman,
again rumors of wanting to avoid being
pigeonholed. Another box office hit was
Matt Damon starring in Bourne Identity.
Again a series of films came to birth, again
the actor (Damon) chose to walk away
instead of incessantly playing the same
character over and over. What happens on
the big screen often portrays the world in
general. Namely, humans now have a
ridiculously short attention span and a
crazy craving for something “new”.

Be it actors or professionals, people
are constantly struggling to find
something new and exciting in life. This
perhaps is the link to why people usually
hate the idea of being pigeonholed. Of
course, there are some instances where a
star or business professional takes a
theme and runs with it. Take the latest US
Presidential candidate Donald Trump. His
hair has long since been the talk of the
town. Early on he could have chosen to
dump the style and avoid being
pigeonholed as the billionaire with bad
hair, or perhaps saying “unique”is more
politically correct. Still, he didn't. Trump
chose to ride the wave and let it become
a part of his brand. He didn't stop with the
hair, he added in being wildly outspoken
and notorious for making polarizing
statements, something that could have
been a huge barrier to climbing the
corporate ladder.

That perhaps is the point,
pigeonholing can work for you and
against you. For the actors mentioned
above, Craig, Keaton, Damon, if they had
pulled a Trump and rolled with the type

cast, they would have made millions for
each subsequent film. They seem to have
craved the freedom of identity more than
the money. Ironically though, despite
skipping out on the later films, it could be
argued it is already too late. After all, one
might claim that all three actors are most
recognized for the roles they wanted so
bad to shed. Is this where Trump played
the fiddle instead of letting the fiddle play
him? Finding a way to embrace being
pigeonholed instead of fighting it?

For us laymen, let’s take a few points.
One, we are all known for something. Two,
if not careful that something may not be
what we want to be known for. Three,
once pigeonholed as “someone” or
“something”we can either struggle or
submit. There is a case to be made for
both tactics. From a business perspective
though, we might have ask ourselves,
what am | really looking for? Is a bigger
and better pay day all | want? Or am |
looking for an opportunity to break the
mold I've been set in?

For our Miss Mary cited earlier, this
means it may be more financially
rewarding on the short term to embrace
being pigeonholed as a “secretary”. Having
done this, she can shift her focus, channel
her energy, and go with the flow instead
of swimming upstream. She can spend all
her time and effort becoming the best
secretary possible, and slowly and steadily
climb the secretary ladder. Maybe
someday she will become Secretary of
State.

Flip the coin over and Mary will bite,
claw, and scrap her way out of what she
perceives as being pigeonholed as forever
to be nothing more than a secretary. She

may one day with enough effort
accomplish her goal of shedding that
secretary skin and become known as
something entirely different. Or, all that
effort could leave her so distracted and
preoccupied with being something else
that she misses the opportunities
associated with just embracing it. All of us
face being pigeonholed personally and
professionally. Stop and take inventory of
“who”you are in the eyes of others. With
this knowledge you have the power to
either embrace it or change it.
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Past Events

Women'’s Professional Committee (WPC) Executive Lunch
October 29, Shangri-la Tianjin

AmCham China, Tianjinwelcomed Ms. Susan Sun as the guest speaker of this month's Women's Professional Committee lunch on October 29. Susan Sun,
CEO of E-SMART Relocation Consultants Co,, Ltd. introduced and showed the Niguma Yoga, which was created by Lady Niguma from India more than 1000
years ago. Susan learned Niguma Yoga from the first American Tibetan monk, Geshe Michael Roach and is authorized to teach this yoga in China. She
explained why this Yoga is easy to learn and easy to practice and how it helps us open the six major chakras within 30-40 minutes.

Ladies enjoyed both the lesson and the lunchprovided by the Shangri-la Tianjin. The Tianjin Women's Professional Committee will continue to combine
networking with lessons in culture and business with more events next year.

2015 Tianjin Property Market Review
November 17 —The Exchange Tower 1

On November 17th, Michael
Hart, Managing Director and
Chelsea Cai, Head of Research for
Jones Lang LaSalle in Tianjin
provided a summary of the local
real estate market activity in 2015
and an outlook for 2016 for
AmCham Tianjin members. The
review also covered China
economic environment update
from JLL house view and took a
look at the new projects being
developed in the city.

Upcoming Events

AmCham China, Tianjin Annual General Meeting and 2015 Appreciation Dinner
4:30-8:30 PM, Thursday, December 3 - The Astor Hotel

First Aid Training
2:00-5:30 PM, Wednesday, December 9 - Shangri-La Hotel, Tianjin

Monthly Executive Breakfast Briefing
7:15-9:00 AM, Thursday, December 17 - The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin

Address: Room2918,Exchange Tower 2, No. 189 Nanjing Rd, Heping District, Tianjin 300051
TEL: 86-22-23185075  Contact person: Amanda He amandahe@amchamchina.org  Website: www.amchamchina.org
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Tianjin’s First Joint Chamber Golf Tournament
October 17 --Tianjin Panshan Golf Club

With tremendous support from our main sponsors: Ning Fa Group,
Takasago and Huatong, Tianjin's First Joint Chamber Golf Tournament was
successfully held at Tianjin Panshan Golf Club on October 17th. This was
the first golf tournament organized together by AmCham China, Tianjin
and Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce in Tianjin. Jon Reed, Vice-Chair of
AmCham Tianjin's Executive Committee opened the event with
announcing the rules. Michael Yeung, Chairman of HKCCC hit the colored
ball which marks the tee off of the tournament.

After an exciting day of golf, members and guests enjoyed an
appetizing awards dinner at the Jixian Marriot Hotel. We also would like to
thank all the hole sponsors: Tianjin Custom Wood Processing, Renaissance
Lakeview Hotel, Tianjin International School, HSBC, Hope Fluent and
Sakura; and all the prizes sponsors. All in all, it's all golfers and guests
helped create such a successful night.

Winners:

1st place: Rick Emerson & Jeff Scranton
2nd Place: Liao Qiuzhong & Liang Weijiang
3rd Place: Jeff Xue and Jason Wang

Longest Drive: L.Tam
Closest to Pin: Xia Gang & William Hung
Best Putters: Jon Reed and Carl Hammond
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EUROPEAN CHAMBER IN TIANJIN

First Education Roundtable
27th October, 2015

The European Chamber Tianjin Chapter hosted
its first Education Roundtable after couple of month
preparation with 16 representatives from leading
European companies, Vocational colleges and
Universities in Tianjin.
The education forum roundtable meeting aim
to establish an open discussion for the issues
between industry and education. The core topics of
the discussion mainly focus on internship, university
reform and otherrelevant issues. The university hope
to cooperate with more enterprises to offer their
student various internship opportunity, while the industry proposes the university to reform their curriculum to be more appropriated for
the enterprises.
The European Chamber Tianjin Chapter will continue working on this issue to find solutions on how the education could best meet
the needs from industry.

Housing Sector Delegation from Turku, Finland visited Tianjin
11th -13th November, 2015

A small group of CEOs in public housing business sector from Turku, Finland ley by their Vice
Mayor paid a three days'visit to Tianjin in middle of November. The purpose of their visit is to get to
know Chinese housing production, development perspective of housing-related needs and how the
society/government offers solutions for the needs. With the arrangement of European Chamber
Tianjin Chapter, they had the fruitful meeting with Tianjin Foreign Affair Office for a deep discussion on
recent cooperation in students exchanging program, clean tech related projects, Turku delegation’s
involvement in 2016 Summer Davos, MrVice Mayor also expressed their willingness to reinforcefuture
cooperation. During their stay, the group visited Tianjin Planning and Exhibition Hall, Eco-city and
historical sites along Tianjin Five Boulevards, interactive discussions on development of Eco-city, public
housing system and Tianjin historical architecture restoration.

The European Union Chamber of Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
h E BR 2} [ ES x i# b £
41F, Tianjin World Financial Center, 2 Dagubei Lu, Heping District, Tianjin 300020.
KEMNFEXAEIE2 SR ERRERFO41E |, HREGRFZ300020

Tel: +86 (22) 58307608 Email: tianjin@europeanchamber.com.cn Website: www.europeanchamber.com.cn
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WELL-KNOWN ENTERPRISE VISITING

TIANJIN YADEA INDUSTRY CO, LTD

R CLUB opened an enterprises
visiting tour in the second half of
2015, visiting and communicating
with members to outstanding
business, feeling diverse corporate
culture, learning advanced management
mode. On October 30, we arrived at Tianjin
Yadiindustry limited company, created a
communication party between HR.

HARTING group is a large-scale
professional, modern group with research,
development and production of electric
vehicles, special vehicles, tricycle, motorcycle,
with annual production of 5 million. So far,
Harting is the only Chinese electric car
companies in the industry which products
covering 5 continents, 98 countries, gradually
becoming the industry leader. Company set
up the electric car high-tech research and
development centers and controllers, plastic
parts, electric, frame, painting, etc. motor parts
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company, has four production bases in Wuxi,
Tianjin, Zhejiang, Guangzhou. This time, we
visited Tianjin base --Tianjin Yadea industry co,
Ltd.

Nowadays, electric vehicles have not a
single means of transport, but gradually
developed into a culture of cycling. Through
visiting Yadea paint shop, production line,
product showroom. In the understanding of
our modern office concepts and efficient
production of electric vehicles at the same
time, discussed the topic about the
construction of staff care, and also enjoy the
style that from first small workshop to the
Chinese electric car industry giants after 17
years of growth and development.

It is necessary for Yadea to strong for ten
years because they dedicated to exclusive and
independent models, strict controlled to
superior product quality, and had a careful
insight to consumers.

In the paint shop and production line,
workers operate methodically. The entire
production process adhering to the
management philosophy that "The quality of
HARTING electric cars is produced, rather than
testing out" In product showroom,

The electric car with long legs idol's
signature attracted many people’s attention.
Facing a variety of styles electric cars, HR have
caught up for a test drive.

After the visit, the director of training and
staff department from Yadea were sharing
with members about the construction of staff
care system. Members of the presence of
foreign enterprises and private enterprises was
a collision of ideas.

Finally thank Tianjin Yadea industries
limited company provided the opportunity of
visiting and communicating. We hope
members could have further understanding
on Yadea's humane care and management
methods through this visit opportunity.

HR CLUB 2016 year scheme was
introduced, for details, please consult:
24239638 Aninie

Hotline: 2423-9638 / 2423-9636 / 157-607-15692
HRCLUB website: http://www.tj-hrclub.org
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Past events

Interchamber Breakfast Seminar - Lean Culture Change Management:
How Real Teamwork and Neuroleadership Make You a More Successful Company
04.11.2015

Lean Management has become an important issue for company success in recent years. To provide a deeper insight into this topic, the
German Chamber of Commerce together with the EUCCC organized this informative and practical Breakfast Seminar about Lean Culture
Change Management on November 4, 2015. The speaker, Mr. Weert Jacobsen-Kramer, Owner and CEO of Team Think, shared his knowledge
on how to create mind set change in organizations that make Lean Management tools work. Further, he introduced insights of Neuroscience
about a more efficient leadership style. During interactive Q&A sessions participants had the chance to share their experience and ask
questions.

Save the date: German Christmas Market
13.12.2015

We are approaching the end of 2015 and Christmas is just around the corner. To celebrate with you this very special time of the year, we
invite you to our German-style Christmas Market at The Astor Hotel Tianjin on Sunday, December 13, 2015, from 11am until 4pm. You can look
forward to a market with festive ambience, Christmas music and a delicious buffet including specialties like roasted turkey and Stollen. Several
vendors will be at the market to sell everything from Christmas decorations to Lebkuchenherzen (gingerbread hearts). As Christmas is all
about giving, Christmas handicrafts of the Charity Bazaar Beijing can be bought and revenues will be donated to aid projects. On the outside
terrace, grilled German sausages will be served together with some warming Glihwein (mulled wine) to withstand the winter’s cold. For
children we will prepare some exciting activities at the kids'corner inside. Santa Claus will be at the market as well to give little gifts to children
and special prizes to adults at the lucky draw. The market will be both inside and outside, so our guests are highly recommended to wear
warm clothes.

Upcoming Events

December 4, 2015, 6.30pm - 10.00pm: German Chamber Christmas Dinner (members only), Paulaner Tianjin
December 10, 2015, Seminar - Legal and tax environment for German SME in China, venue & time to be confirmed

German Chamber Tianjin Office: Room 1502, Global Center, No. 309 Nanjing Road, Nankai District, Tianjin 300073
Tel./Fax:+86 22 8787 9249
Email: tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de =~ Website: www.china.ahk.de
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EDUCATION

Even in the cold classes a country’s culure will creep in

CULTURE CREEPS INTO EDUCATION

by Carmen King

n the West two of the biggest school

holidays are Christmas (December

25th) and Thanksgiving

(October/November, depending on

location). Children everywhere look
forward with eager anticipation to these
holidays as it means time off from school!
As these times of the year approach,
schools themselves will often have
holiday related activities, events, and even
perhaps discuss some of the history
behind all the hoopla. In this way, culture
creeps into education.

In its more basic form, perhaps
education would be more closely tied to
pragmatic topics. Things like math and
science could be perceived as more
neutral ground. Bodies of knowledge that
don't within it contain dogma of tradition.
Yet, even in these more cold classes a
countries culture will creep in. Some
schools might teach evolution as part of
Science, while others speak of creation.
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Which is taught will highly be conditional
on the culture of the country in which the
school system exists.

School has long been seen as a place
where children learn. However what they
learn is often a highly debated topic these
days. As the world has grown and
different ideologies have proliferated
exactly what should be consider standard
curriculum has become a bigger debate.
In the past certain cultures found
common ground in certain “truths” These
perceived truths were put into textbooks
and textbooks into the hands of teachers.
Teachers thus took to their job of
dispelling basic knowledge to their
captive audiences. Regardless of whether
they wanted to be there or not, children
were required to learn these fundamental
pieces of information inherent to them
becoming what society would apply the
label of "educated adult".

Despite the many changes in how

we educate, such as trading in chalk and a
chalkboard for a computer and mouse,
one thing hasn't. Every country is still
using education to promote their culture.
This is something that might have slipped
by the radar. Until, we travel from our
country of origin to other places and find
out that while the core curriculum carries
similar titles such as Math, Science,
History, what is being taught within them,
even the textbooks themselves vary.

ASTHEWORLD HAS GROWN AND
DIFFERENT IDEOLOGIES HAVE
PROLIFERATED EXACTLY WHAT
SHOULD BE CONSIDER STANDARD
CURRICULUM HAS BECOMEA
BIGGER DEBATE.
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These variances often can be traced back
to the culture of the country.

Where cultures differ, likely the
curriculum will change. Let’s take a look at
an excellent example of this, language.
When teaching language culture plays a
big part in what gets taught. Chinese
language learners need not look hard to
find the truth in this statement. What is
the Chinese government backed entity
responsible for teaching Chinese to
non-natives? That would be
Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters
(english.hanban.org).

According to their website they are a
“public institution affiliated with the
Chinese Ministry of Education”. They go on
to say they are “committed to providing
Chinese language and cultural teaching
resources and services worldwide”. Notice
what did they link with language? Culture.
The organization name choice even
shows just how much culture has crept
into their language education. Confucius
is probably one of, if not the most well
known Chinese personalities of all time.
The ideologies of Confucius are laced
throughout modern China. From business,
politics, to personal, if you don't know
what Confucius had to say, you probably
are out of the loop. Confucius is to China
what Gandhi is to India, Jesus is to
Christians and Muhammad is to Islam.

The point is, if you wanted to learn
Hindi you are no doubt going to hear
about Gandhi. If you want to learn English
you are going to hear about Jesus, and
the same surely is true for those who are
trying to learn Arabic and subsequently
hear about Muhammad. This is where the
lines between language learning and a
slew of other sensitive subjects get
blurred. If we pull out these culture
specific topics and say we are going to
teach the world about them standalone
many might object. When the same
content is presented via the banner of
language, the entire tone seems to
change.

As broadcast via CCTV, in a recent
opening ceremony for a new Confucius
Institute in the UK attended by Chairman
Xi, he stated ‘language is the best key to
understanding a country’ Why? Because
culture and language are virtually
inseparable, it is like the chicken and the
egg. Instead of arguing which came first,

one thing is for sure, they are related and
you can't separate the two. To say you are
going to teach language without talking
about culture would leave every student
with a huge gap in their vocabulary. In
fact some may argue that knowing the
culture of the country is possibly even
more valuable than knowing the
language. This can be seen by the fact
that some scholars don't speak the
language of the culture they study.

For any expat learning Chinese, they
will soon realize it is a twofold challenge.
On the one hand you must battle to grasp
new grammar, new vocabulary, and new
sounds. On the other hand you have to
understand the culture behind all the
words. This is where Chairman Xi's quote
comes full circle. Language is indeed a key
that unlocks a country. You master that,
and everything from business
opportunities, to new personal
relationships are made available. The
difference though, is the long-term nature
of those connections most likely won't be
based on your grasp of the language itself,
but rather the culture. If cultures still clash,
no matter how fluent one is in Chinese,
they probably won't stay long in China.

On the surface education seems
benign. It seems nothing more than
teaching children the core knowledge
needed to live life. In reality though,
education is the conduit by which every
country transports its culture. Be it
Chinese language classes that teach the
world about Confucius or even
Communism, to Science classes which
profess to address the origin of life. To
attend class in any country is to go
beyond learning just Math, Science and
History. Rather it taps into the very
essence of the country that is its culture.

That is why in addition to what
students learn, where they learn is such a
game changer. Imagine the difference
between learning Chinese in America or
in China? Learning abroad the knowledge
tends to stay at an academic level.
Whereas learning in China puts you in the
heart of the culture itself. Students don't
need a dictionary to understand what a
word means. They live the words instead
of just memorizing a definition. Still, it is
interesting to realize how much education
venues play a part in dispelling the culture
of a country to the next generation.

This point is yet again made evident
by the presence of foreign schools in
China. Why do the Japanese have their
children go to the Japanese School or
other parents choose international
schools with connections to the western
world? It goes beyond the curriculum and
comes back to culture. So too with
parents who choose to have their children
go to Chinese public schools. As we
reported in a previous cover article about
education, parents who plan to have their
children pursue careers in China, often
choose public schooling. Why? Culture
creeps into education.
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PARENTING

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS

IN A COUNTRY THAT DOESN'T OFFICIALLY

RECOGNIZE IT
by Charlotte Edwards

s | write this, I'm getting email
reminders to order Christmas
cards, start my gift shopping
and not miss out on the special
seasonal flavors of coffee and
ice cream from some of my favorite
retailers. It's kind of a bummer that I can't
just run out an order a pumpkin spice
latte that my friends post about at least
once a day on Facebook or get free
shipping on winter clothes for the kids.
But that's the nature of expat life.
Depending on where you live, work
or attend school here in China, you may or
may not get into the Christmas spirit as
easily as in your home country. I'm from
America, where retailers start putting up
Christmas displays as early as mid-August.
My experience in China has been
that, if a store even decides to decorate
for Christmas, the tree goes up on
December 23 and down three days later.
Communities with a thriving expat
community have an extended season, but
that's about it. And if you don't celebrate
Christmas, but rather Hanukkah or
Kwanzaa or another winter festival, the
day may pass without so much as a
holiday greeting from friends.
But how can | create the wonderful
holiday atmosphere that so many of us
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grew up loving, for my kids? Honestly, it's
something I've struggled with, mostly for
a seemingly selfish reason. If | don't do
anything, the day passes without me
missing what I'm missing out on back in
the USA. Fortunately | realized it's not fair
to my kids and so | began being more
intentional about how we celebrate the
holiday.

There's no way that | can convince
my son's school or my husband's
employer to give them a day off, but we
can draw the holiday out with many
simple, quick activities in the 24 days
leading up to Christmas. Over the years
I've accumulated a collection of Christmas
and winter themed books and | always
made sure to read a few of them each day
during the week leading up to Christmas.
This year I'm going to wrap them up and
let the kids choose one each day. It will
add to the excitement of reading a book
that they've seen dozens of times before.

Since we spend the day working and
going to school, a large traditional meal is
not on our menu. We usually keep it
simple by going out to eat. Last year we
chose KFC since it's a rare treat that's high
on my kids' favorite places to eat and with
its decorated tree, Santa window decals
and holiday music, it's the only place in

town that has any sort of Christmasy
atmosphere.

Having a giving spirit is something
that my parents valued and we always
practiced during the holidays. | want my
children to develop this as well. After the
American Thanksgiving holiday, | plan to
help the kids brainstorm a list of ways we
can help others. Not necessarily those
who are obliviously in need, but doing
kind things for people we see every day:
Like inviting the traffic policeman, who
volunteers his time before and after
school hours to act as a crossing guard so
the children can get across the busy
street, for dinner as a way to show our
appreciation for his actions.

The kids have already started making
Christmas cards to send to their American
relatives and I've started searching out
printable decorations that the kids can
color, cut out and put on our door. We'll
also put up our mini tree and hang up
some lights.

So that's how we're approaching
Christmas this year, these activities and
making up a big batch of homemade
pumpkin spice mix to put in our coffee
and cocoa.
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REFLEXOLOGY

by Zheng Hong Xiang and Kate King

Za lido

David: Hello! | was wondering what type of services
you provide here.

Da wei Nin  hao Qing wén nin zhé er you
P, LRI (A SIS 1= R 15 B <A S I T <

shén me fu wu

ft 2 Ik % 2

Massage Therapist: We offer reflexology, localized
massage, whole body therapeutic massage, cupping,
scraping, etc.

An n:|é ji sht za lido ja bu an
£ 5 S 1 R A & SN S B
rrlé quan shén bdo jian ba guan
|- SN S TR TN Sl BN
gua sha déng

o g

David: Id like to get a foot massage.

Da weéi W6 xiang zu6 ge zu lido

K Bo® MM R T

Massage Therapist: Ok, first we'll soak your feet. There is
some traditional Chinese medicine in the water that will
help with blood circulation and the breaking up of
blood clots as well as promote sleep. After soaking I'll
start the massage.

An mo i shi Qing xian pao jigo ba

OB RO o E e o oo
Shui I ydu zhong yao néng qi dao hué xue
KOHE o 4, A & OB S oM
hua ya cu  jin shui mian de zud yong
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David: I've heard Chinese people really like reflexology.
What are the benefits?

Da wei Ting shud Zhéng gué rén  hén xi  huan
- ==
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4 lido z0 lido ydu shén me hdo chu ne
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Massage Therapist: Well, the feet are the foundation of
the body and there are a lot of pressure points on the
bottom of the feet. These pressure points interconnect
with the body’s circulatory system. They reflect the
condition of each internal organ. Reflexology when
done regularly promotes blood circulation, clears
meridians, accelerates metabolism, and relieves fatigue.
There are countless positives with no negatives!

An mo ji sht Jido shi rén i de gén
wOE B o Mo AN koM oR
bén jido di  you xti dud xué wei zhe xié
AWK A B 2O L, X
Xxué wéi  ylu rén ti jing mai lian zai yi
Ko 5N 8 k& £ —

qi fan  ying zhe wi zang liu fu de qing
&, W E B E N W
kuang Jing chéng z4  lido k& yi ot jin xué
PSR < D 5 T ) (i
yé&  xdn huan shi tong jing Iud jia  kuai xin
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Massage Therapist: How's the pressure?

Za lido ji sht Wo de li liang hé shi
oy B s o o o/ i
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David: You're pressing pretty hard, it sort of hurts.

Da  wei wod  jué de jin er shao wéi da
KD o:® W N ILM MK
le dian er wod ydu xié téng

7oL, oA R

Massage Therapist: Ok, I'll press a little lighter. The first
time is always a little difficult to get used to. After a few
sessions though, you'll love it!

An mé i shi Nin  di yi ci zud
OB OB o s — ki,
kén ding ydu xié bu shi  ying wo xido dian
HOE AL A E N, N A
jin er yi hou chang zud jit  hdo le

@ JL . LR OB s For
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IST Library &

Information
Literacy Center’s
Commitment to
Literacy

The Library and Information
Literacy Center of the International School
of Tianjin (IST) is committed to providing
programming to support literacy at the
school. The strength of the library was
tangible during IST's celebration of
International Schools Library Week (ISLW) in
October, with new programming
energizing this traditional observance. The
following week, IST hosted a greatly
respected author,Kenn Nesbitt, former USA
Children’s Poet Laureate.

International Schools Library Week
(IsLw)

New this year forthe Elementary
school was the "Mystery Readers” program;
teachers dropped in to read to classes,
providing an opportunity for students to
meet different teachers and find out about
their favorite books. In the Secondary
school, MakerSpace activities were
introducedand students participated in a
variety of activities including Literary
Pumpkins and Coding with Ozobots, while
enjoying IST’s wonderful library space.

Every student celebrated a love of
reading through the Drop Everything and
Readactivity. This is one time when kids are
encouraged to drop whatever they are
doing and then pick up a book of their
choice to read independently for 20
minutes when"DEAR Time”is announced
over the loudspeaker. The goal is to
encourage people to make reading a part
of their everyday routine.

ISLW also marks the launch of the
Panda Book Award shortlists. The 2016
books were displayed for checkout and
participation began. The week ended with
a tremendously popular Beijing Book Fair
with the excitement over shopping for new
books very palpable.

Former USA Poet Laureate
(2013-2015)Kenn Nesbitt Visits IST

On the heels of ISLW, elementary

students were treated to Mr. Nesbitt's
wholesome poetry.Each class met with him
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twice on 2-3 November.The celebrated
poet performed and delivered expert
writing instruction.Mr. Nesbitt was also able
to meet with Grade 6-7 students,
encouraging them in an engaging
presentation to become published authors.
One teacher commented: “My students
were very engaged in his stories on both of
the days. Thank you for bringing Kenn
Nesbitt to our school and making poetry so
fun for all ages!”

The IST Library and Information
Literacy Center mission is to help prepare
students for independent and creative
lifelong learning by providing access to
information resources and technology,
guiding inquiry and fostering a love of
reading in a collaborative and
internationally-minded environment.
Programming through events like ISLW and
author visits are twoof several avenuesthat
the IST library uses to meet this goal.
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The IST Grade 4
Art Exhibition

The Grade 4 students at the
International School of Tianjin put up an Art
Exhibition of their art works that left
onlookers stunned by their creativity and
high quality.

This was the culminating event in their PYP
Art Unit. The process started a few weeks
earlier, with the students exploring the
trans disciplinary theme:“The visual arts
provide us with the opportunity to reflect
on and enjoy creativity”

They also explored the following lines
of inquiry:

The art we connect with and appreciate;
How are the art elements used; and

Our ability to use our skills to express
ourselves creatively.

They then looked at different art mediums,
skills and techniques. They researched and
studied different books for inspiration and
to identify the different types of art they
connected with and this was
linked/integrated with the art class and

teacher.

One of the highlights of the unit was
going to Beijing for an overnight field trip
where the students were able to explore
different types of art and artists, and also
experience making some of this for
themselves. They also had a chance to
experience pottery on a wheel and learn
from the instructors at the studio.

The students also worked in their Art
class on creating paintings in the style of
famous artists like Jackson Pollock and Van
Gogh. The students spent two weeks in
planning and producing their final major

art piece. The students were able to choose
any of the mediums that they had
experienced in this process:

« Chinese calligraphy
- Print making

- Clay sculptures

« Acrylic paints

- Water paints

This whole process then culminated in
a fantastic exhibition evening where the
students displayed all their pieces of art and
presented them to parents.
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TEDA International

School Celebrated
UN Day

On Tuesday, November 3, 2015 TEDA
International School celebrated our annual
UN Day. We started the event with an
international lunch hosted by our Parent’s
Association, which offered food from over 15
nationalities. Later in the afternoon, students,
staff and parents gathered on our field
where we started our parade of nations
event with a speech by Scott Pare, the
Activities Coordinator. He highlighted the
fact that we have 27 different nationalities as
primary passport holders registered at TIS, as
well as almost 35 nationalities represented in
total citizenships held by students and staff
at TIS. Next, we welcomed our primary
special choir which sang “Watu Wote" and
our high school choir which sang “Shalom”.
Both songs exhibited our strong commitment
to internationalism within TIS. Lastly, we
ended our event with students grouping up
by nationality and marching around the field
in the parade of nations.
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Two Wellingtons —
a musical
masterclass at
Wellington College
International
Tianjin

Wellington College International
Tianjin was, yet again, witness to a
number of stunning performances of
classical and contemporary music in the
Seldon Theatre, in a concert that featured
choirs and performers from not one, but
two Wellingtons — Wellington College
International Tianjin and Wellington
College, UK.

On the evening of Wednesday 21st
October, the two schools performed a
joint concert involving a range of
instrumental and vocal performers. The
concert was opened by the Wellington
String Ensemble performing Elgar and
Tchaikovsky, and other highlights included
Mozart’s ‘Ave Verum'and Ravel’s ‘Piece en
forme de Habanera’ The Tianjin Junior
School Choir, directed by Ms. Faye
Gossedge was outstanding in their
performance of Armstrong Gibbs"Five
Eyes, as was the virtuoso performance
from Mimi who performed Zhumang
Hua's ‘China’s Liberation Day’ on the piano.
The Wellington College A Cappella Group
then sung a range of popular classics,
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most notably including Chilcott’s
arrangement of Lennon and McCartney’s
"Yesterday’and Lawson’s arrangement of 'l
Dreamed a Dream'’from Les Miserables.
The Boubil and Schonberg theme was
continued in turn by Year 7 pupil Crystal,
who sung an unforgettable solo rendition
of the musical’s ‘Castle on a Cloud’, and
later by the combined school choirs
performing ‘Bring Him Home'

Co-directed by Steve Griffiths —
Director of Performance Arts at the Tianjin
school, and his counterpart Mr. Simon
Williamson - Director of Music at
Wellington College in the UK, this truly
memorable concert came to a conclusion
with Dillon and Lakeman'’s ‘Blue Mountain
River' The concert demonstrated a
number of the many academic and
collaborative links that exist between the
two schools, allowing pupils from both
schools to proudly and confidently
showcase their talents and abilities in the
performance arts to a captive audience of
parents and friends of the Wellington
community.
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TIS T-Raptors
bring home Robot
Excellence Award
from Japan!

Tianjin International School's
Robotics Team - the T-Raptors - recieved the
Excellence Award at Japan's VEX Robotics
Challenge hosted by The American School
in Japan.

The Excellence Award is the highest
award presented at any VEX Robotics
Challenge and is the most common way for
robot teams to advance to the VEX Worlds
Championship. Going to VEX Worlds is the
dream that motivates students to begin the
long, hard journey of designing and
building their own competition robot.

The Excellence Award goes to the
team that exemplifies overall excellence in
building a well-rounded VEX robot. This
team excels in many areas and is a shining
example of dedication, devotion, hard work
and teamwork.

In Japan, a panel of judges
interviewed the teams and scored all
contenders against a strict rubric where
points are given for:

- Qualification Matches on the Playing Field
« Programming Skills
- Driver Skills
- Performance in all other categories such
as design and innovation

The T-Raptors did not expect this win,
especially because the judges were much
more familiar with the student teams from
Japan schools. This is a great honor indeed!
Tianjin International School is considering
hosting a VEX Robotics Challenge in late
February, open to any international student
team (grades 9-12). If you are interested,
please let us know! We can help you get
your own team started. Please contact Mr.
Sean Headrick, sheadrick@tiseagles.com.
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JIAN HUA

An Open Class

The Tianjin Jian Hua Autism
Rehabilitation Center’s day care classes
held an open class on October 20th, when
the children from the day class welcomed
their moms and dads. Parents were able to
see the children’s routine activities in the
classes and became more familiar with the
everyday class environment of their
children through this open class, coming
to understand better the world in which
their children are growing.

The teachers in the center made
adequate preparation for the open class so
that every child could show their best to
their moms and dads, while also
answering any questions the parents had
about their daily training. Before the class,
the teachers came to understand that
what the parents very much wanted to
know was how to help the children with
their social skills. In order to answer these
questions, the teachers carefully designed
three classes regarding social skills. The
children from the Sunshine angel class
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learned about the ‘Big rooster and his slip
of the tongue, in which the children
learned the social skills that they should
master when eating through the
introduction of the big rooster. The Lovely
angel’s class on social interactions called
‘what should | say’taught the children
how to use polite expressions in life. And
the Happy angel class learned about
‘Lining Up, gaining a greater awareness of
turn-taking and waiting through drills in a
variety of different life situations in this
class on social interactions.

Although these are seemingly
ordinary preschool curriculum, they
became lively and vivid under the
teachers'arrangements at the center. The
children gradually acquired social skills
and methods by watching physical
teaching aids, pictures and actually
practicing them through drills. ~ The
parents were able to better understand
how to help their children learn these skills
in their daily lives as well. Teacher Zhang
from the Happy class told the parents that
although the children were learning about
social interactions at the center, the
children would need their parents to help
them apply these skills in real daily life

contexts through opportunities to practice
in order for them to really grasp these
social skills.

Many parents expressed their
support of such a format after this open
class and expressed their hope for more
open classes like this to be held regularly
in the future, giving the parents a chance
to understand the center better and
getting involved in their children's growth
opportunities.

L0201, RKisdte B EREE IR 5500 HAE
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TR T H A E S SEEXUOFIIR, K
KAl 1B 2) T e AN, BT #
TAEBRIESORES, SR 7 1T %Ak
IS e

Hopeland
International
Kindergarten's Art
Festival

We believe it is important to provide
an atmosphere in which art, readingand
the language of the child are all
important.Now is the time of year
whereHopeland International
Kindergartencelebrates its Art Festival.Our
bear Bruno took us to a world full of the
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artistic which was full of masterpieces
made by the children. Our budding artists
with their tender hands depicted a variety
of pictures in such varied styles as gouache,
finger painting, line drawing and
clothsticking. These art works fully show our
children’s keen sensibilities, extraordinary
imaginations and unique creativity.Art
makes children happy. Hopeland
International Kindergartenfully believes
that a major part of allowing a child to
grow up happily is to let themexplore and
learnspontaneously. Our annual ArtFestival
aims to cultivate our small artists and
develop their ability to think and create. We
will spur on our children’s taste for beauty
by allowing them to create.
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International
School of Tianjin
Presents a Musical
Drama with a
message

The International School of Tianjin
(IST) gave two wonderful performances of
their musical drama production "Mount
Olympus Strikes Back" on November 19 and
20. Directed, produced and performed by
teachers and students of IST, the musical
was really an extraordinary piece of work as
it was a production resulting from the joint
efforts of more than 140 students
supported by several members of IST
teaching and support staff. The production
was directed by drama teacher Chrissie
Akov, who was also the dance director, and
the director of the harmonious and
well-coordinated 45 member student
orchestra was music teacher Karl Garrett.
The stage set design, the lighting and
sound, the costume design and make-up
were all managed by the students, with
guidance by teachers and parents.

"Mount Olympus Strikes Back" evolved
from a 15th-century English morality play
called “Everyman”which tells a story of
confession and redemption. Everyman, the
main character, is a wealthy man who has
spent all his life in pursuit of riches while
never paying attention to the cultivation of
his inner self or the worshipping of the
Greek Gods. So, as to teach him a lesson,
the God of the Underworld - Hades -
decides to pay him a visit. Understandably,

Everyman is not prepared for his sudden
death and wants someone to accompany
him. Unfortunately, the only companion he
can find is Confession. By the end of the
play Everyman realises that money can't
buy everything and what it can buy is not
of any real value. Finally, he is able to save
his soul and is reborn.

The musical explored life and death,
and shone a spotlight on what the truly
valuable possessions and acquisitions in life
are in the end. It was hugely entertaining as
it combined music and dance to impart its
powerful and meaningful message. IST's
Secondary Jazz Choir and Production Choir
sang many all time hits with great elan and
aplomb, and had the audience
enthusiastically clapping and swaying in
their seats.The stage set, designed by the
students and teachers of IST's Art
Department was very attractive,
appropriately incorporating elements of
ancient Greek architecture and style, and

formed a fitting backdrop to the staging of
the production. The costumes were bright
and colorful and very eye-catching and
pleasing to the eye, again incorporating
period elements very successfully.

A word about the acting. The students
played their parts with utmost ease and
confidence. The audience could feel that
each of the 19 students playing various
parts big and small were very much in
character, whether it was arrogant
Everyman or the no-nonsense Hades or the
lightning-evoking Zues or the funny
Hermes played their parts with a panache
uncommon in such young actors.

All'in all, this musical drama from IST
imparted an important message to the
audience while showcasing the
spellbinding talent of their international
cast, orchestra and crew.
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BUY ITTO CELEBRATE IT

by Bryce Cristiano, photo by You Sihang, He Cheng

s the winter season draws in,

many of the expats in Tianjin

may chose to return home for

the holidays to spend the time

with family. For those of us who
can't or don't want to return home during
the holidays, we find ourselves making
the best of the situation. While the
Chinese New Year holiday is loud and
bright with festivity, what of the Western
holidays? Being the capital of Christmas
decoration production in the entire world,
does any of that Western tradition stick to
the Chinese people? If you're looking to
feel festive, it's hard to pervade the flood
of Christmas decorations that swamp
DaHuTong around this time. Many
vendors make a good living during the
winter selling off a plethora of festive
decorations.

People in the West and more
specifically in the United States of America
like to perceive Christmas as being an
entirely religious holiday, despite that
many of the traditions draw from older
religions. The idea of celebrating the
winter season is prevalent in the antiquity
of most societies, who especially plan
events around the lunar cycle and specific
farming seasons. With our ties to
agriculture largely declining in the advent
of modern urbanization, these seasonal
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holidays morph to take on new meanings.
Looking at Christmas especially, we see
how religions have adopted the day to
take on several different meanings.
Despite new fables that have been
inseminated into the holiday, people
largely celebrate the day as a way to
express family values and promote
capitalism.

Deck the Halls

There’s money to be made in
perpetuating consumer culture during
every holiday, even going as far as
creating entirely new holidays specifically
geared towards consumerism (Black
Friday and 11-11 quickly come to mind).
The growth of Christmas in China should
really come as no surprise to anyone. It's
another way to create a consumer holiday
for an entirely new market and if the sheer
volume of Christmas decoration retailers
at DaHuTong is any indication; business is
booming. There’s a great deal of confusion
and at times humorous behavior from the
Chinese people as they adopt Christmas.
If you want to see how people “‘celebrate”
Christmas, take a stroll down BinlJiangDao
on Christmas Eve. Hundreds of thousands
turn out to swamp the central shopping
avenue. Many kids and even adults

wearing festive masks and bedazzled
pointed hats with capes (more
reminiscent of witches) simply puttering
about and shopping. There’s a forgivable
naivety to the whole scene.

The celebration of holidays is really a
subjective experience and it would be
wrong to suggest that there’s only one
way to celebrate a holiday. Sure, we have
history behind the days we celebrate, but
the way that we engage in them today is
much different than hundreds of years
ago. That's the greatest aspect of adapting
these holidays that you wouldn't
otherwise celebrate. For Chinese people,
the Spring Festival can be a time of
unrelenting stress as families pressure
young people and critique their lifestyle
to no end. While Christmas is similar for us
foreigners (maybe with a little less family
pressure) for Chinese people, Christmas is
nearly meaningless. It's just a nice holiday.
A day to put up lights, sing some songs,
watch a translated Christmas special, or
go shopping. The same aspect applies to
foreigners who adopt Chinese holidays.
We go in with a rudimentary idea of the
holiday and just have a fun time playing
around with the Chinese culture. Maybe
we don't do everything “correctly” or don't
really see the holiday in the same way as a
local, but there’s still fun to be had.

While holidays like Halloween can't
be properly celebrated in China, due to
just how boring it would be to
trick-or-treat in an apartment building, it's
nice to see the schools taking up the
holidays. Many students in China partake
in activities for Halloween and Christmas,
often making crafts and having small
parties at the schools. Pumpkin carving is
widely popular for younger students as
well as apple-bobbing. For college
students, Halloween parties have become

THERE'S MONEY TO BE MADE IN
PERPETUATING CONSUMER
CULTURE DURING EVERY HOLIDAY,
EVEN GOING AS FARAS CREATING
ENTIRELY NEW HOLIDAYS
SPECIFICALLY GEARED TOWARDS
CONSUMERISM.
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much more prevalent in the larger cities
like Shanghai, Beijing, and Shenzhen
which boast large expat populations.
Usually it's this generation and age group
which bridges the gap between Chinese
and foreigners the best, by taking interest
in not only foreign holidays but
introducing foreign guests to Chinese
culture.

For some of the older Chinese
people, they tend to have a pretty
rudimentary view on what the holiday
season means for foreigners. The iconic
images of Santa Klaus, snowmen, reindeer,
and Christmas trees all come to mind. For
them, they might enjoy the seasonal
decorations (only depraved people don't
enjoy beautiful light displays) and take
interest in engaging with the holiday
through simply decorating but not so
much celebrating. We can see many
businesses around the city that take up
some nominal amount of decorating
during the season whether to pander to
expats or purely out of a budding
tradition. While some people used to not
really understand the holiday, they now
see it as being the same as Spring Festival.
The simple ideals of food, friends, family,
gifts, and decorations don't really have
cultural boundaries.

Mo Money, Mo Problems

Chinese people not only adopt the
popular Halloween and Christmas
holidays but sometimes even engage in
Valentine’s Day, which makes me
personally feel quite bad for a Chinese
male. Not only do they have the
expectations to uphold on QiXi Festival
but they also may have the Western
Valentine’s Day to grapple with. My heart
goes out to their wallets which surely take
a number of beatings for the sake of
courtship.

Of course, these problems only arise
with the perpetuation of consumer
culture. There are many local people out
there who adamantly decry the adoption
of Western holidays in China. They don't
decry the holidays as being “cultural
appropriation”as the Chinese people are
above such frivolous concepts, but they
instead detest the insemination of these
consumer holidays. A great deal of the
holidays which both foreigners and

Chinese people celebrate now have
become absolutely saturated with the
societal force to consume, consume,
consume. If you don't buy gifts, you might
able to partake in holidays and if a gift is
deemed to “‘cheap”you're labelled a
cheapskate. While it's always fun to get
gifts for the holidays, we shouldn't allow
that to be the central focus.

These people feel that it's a bit easier
to fight the consumerization of their own
Chinese holidays since they have a long
historical background but for the new
foreign holidays that have taken root;
these holidays can take on any meaning.
This uncertainty makes holidays like
Christmas, Halloween, and Valentine's Day
the perfect Trojan Horses for establishing
another consumer holiday. We've seen
how much 11-11 has grown in China
where records are set and broken year
after year for online sales. Yet, it doesn't
end with 11-11 as many Chinese retailers
are now participating in Black Friday sales,
which is only two weeks after the
explosive 11-11. What a better reason to
validate these back-to-back consumer
bananzas than to inject a convenient
Christmas day to incentivize more
spending on gifts?

Whatever the reason for the season,
Chinese people all around have taken up
the celebration of foreign holidays. Cultural
exchanges like this really help to create a
more tolerant populace that always has
an interest in the world outside their own.
As China adopts these holidays for
themselves, it'll be humorous to see what
kind of personal spin they apply to them.

— — —
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LOOK & LEARN

ONE s MORE
THAN ENOUGH. ...

oR MAY BE TWO 1s oK

by PaulaTaylor Photo by Zhou Xin

HAVE ANOTHER ONE

f course everybody knows the

hottest news in China at the

moment is the relaxing of the
one baby policy. What people here in
England don't know is that the policy in
various forms has already been rolled out
and tested in areas all across China.

When | tell people here that for a
long time it has been possible for couples
who are both only children to have a
second child, they are surprised. In rural
areas they have always been able to have
more than one child, and couples there
were almost certainly not only children
themselves. Ethnic minorities were never
included in the one baby policy. The
change now is that as long as a couple are
legally married they will be able to have a
second child.

Westerners have always found this
law hard to understand and accept
including me — until | went to China that
is and was staggered by the sheer
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number of people. | lost count of the
times | got carried along on the bus
against my will because I could not get off
from either door because of too many
people. It taught me a salutary lesson —
don't judge what other countries do, and
don't think our way is the right way. China
has a unique set of circumstances and |
certainly wouldn't like to have to make
the laws.

THANKS BUT NO THANKS

Lots of people were interviewed
about this new change, and their views
were surprising. Although many
welcomed the news and thought it was a
good idea for a child to have a sibling so
that they didn't get lonely, when pressed
and asked if they would personally like to
have a second child, the response was not
overwhelmingly positive and so the
Government has not been inundated with
applications from the qualifying couples.
Yes indeed, should somebody want a

second child, they they are welcome to
have one, but now they have this
freedom, do they actually want it? As the
great Chinese public are not all falling
over themselves to have more children, it
is good to find out why, after all, we
thought that they all wanted to but
couldn’t, didn't we? Or maybe that was
just our mistaken view.

Some of the people interviewed
cited the cost of raising a child as the
biggest obstacle. One lady said she
would like another child but practically
and economically it would not be

YESINDEED, SHOULD SOMEBODY
WANT A SECOND CHILD, THEY ARE
WELCOMETO HAVE ONE, BUT NOW
THEY HAVE THIS FREEDOM, DO
THEYACTUALLY WANTIT?



LOOK & LEARN

possible. She already had a daughter and
could afford to send her for ballet and
music lessons and all the other essential
extra-curricular activities that any
self-respecting 7 year old needs. She and
her husband were saving up so that in the
future they could send their child abroad.
If they had two children, none of it would
be possible. She also said that if they had
another child they would have to buy a
bigger apartment and as they live in
Beijing where housing is already at a
premium, she did not think it likely that
they would be able to.

Not to be overlooked is the opinion
of grandparents, who let’s face play a big
role in the bringing up of the family
children. One man interviewed on TV
whilst holding his granddaughter was
very definite. “To be honest, one child is
enough. Any more would be 7R kA"
(hen mafan) (a big problem). He looked
worn out. | also once spoke to a
grandmother in Shui Shang Park who said
she was only able to come out and enjoy
herself because her daughter had taken a
day off work and could look after her own
child. Usually the poor grandmother had
todoit. “l am tired” she told me. These
elderly relatives, as much as they dote on
their one grandchild, would find it difficult
to look after two.

Also not to be overlooked are the
views of the children interviewed. The
majority of them were horrified that they
would have to give up their Little Emperor
status and share their preciousness with a
sibling. They would go from being the
centre of the family to just one of the
children. Then again that is a good reason
to have more than one child.

A NECESSARY CHANGE

The Economists and Demographers
and all the experts tell us that China has
an aging population, and like a lot of
Asian countries, actually has a low birth
rate. More young people are needed to
join the workforce and help ease the
burden of caring for the older generation.
Even if everybody is allowed to have more
than one child, it would take decades to
balance the population out. The
traditional preference for boys has also
caused a population imbalance and in the
future there will be many spare men who

will be unable to find wives.

One of the Chinese experts said that
if a woman already had a child of the age
of ten, it was extremely unlikely that she
would want another child as it would be
far too difficult. | think by that he meant
that she would have already reestablished
herself in the working world and if she
took time off to have another baby, at her
age finding another job would be quite
difficult. Also her parents would be
getting older anyway and the help they
could give would be limited. Interestingly,
in Singapore where the Government gives
incentives to have more children, people
were still unwilling as the outlay far
outweighed any benefits provided to
them.

Straying slightly from the point, a lot
of Chinese women are scared of childbirth
- METOOQ! In China most women have
caesarean births. My Chinese friends
living here who have three or four
children found out that in England
caesarean births are not carried out unless
the mother or child is in danger and so
they had to have their babies the natural
way —it's surprising that they went on to
have so many kids really.

YiLing, my flatmate, is over in
England studying for her degree and no
doubt will one day go back home. As |
was writing this article, | heard her key in
the lock and rushed out to accost her
almost before she had opened the door
fully. “Do you want to have two children?”
| asked her. Her response was vehement.
“My future husband and | will have to look
after four old people and you want me to
have two children? How am | supposed to
earn enough money to do that? Don't you
think my generation will have enough
pressure in the future without having two
children?” Ok, ok I got the point. Hence it
seems that although Chinese people like
the idea of being able to have two
children if they want, which they don't, or
they might....who knows, they are not all
rushing to extend their families.. When
my Chinese friends have asked me what |
think of the one baby policy, | tell them |
don't have an opinion. It wouldn't be
right for me to have one, it is not my
country. All I know is there are a lot of
people in China already.

When Domi was four, his sister Mily was born.
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TIANJIN IN PHOTOGRAPHS

A 272-YEAR-OLD
TRADITIONAL FOLK CUSTOM

POLE CLIMBING
CONGREGATION. ...

The performers do all kinds of difficult movements on the 7 metre high pole.
Itis both thrilling and a little bizarre.

The little apprentice in the exercise room The biggest wish of the children is to perform for people around the world.
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he Pole Climbing Congregation

originated in the village of Da Liu

Fen of Tai Tou Town in Jinghai

County in 1743. There are two

beliefs about the origins of pole
climbing: some say that the pole is the
embodiment of a small white dragon,
while others that the pole drifted along
the Ziya River where it was found by
villagers. Whatever its origins, it is famous
today.

The Pole Climbing Congregation
usually performs during Spring Festival.
Before the Cultural Revolution, members
who participated were seen as minor
celebrities. In 1981, when folk groups
began to be revived around China, the
Pole Climbing Congregation resumed its
performances. In 2009, the Pole Climbing
Congregation was named as one of
Tianjin's municipal intangible cultural
heritage project by the government.

Da Liu Fen Village has more than 300
households and over 1,000 inhabitants
and the Congregation has a history of
nearly 300 years. It's no exaggeration to
say that pole climbing has become a part
of the daily life of all the villagers. The
house for training and storage of items
was donated by the villagers in 1987 and
it contains a plaque recording each
donor’s name. When the locals are free
they go to the congregation to enjoy the
show.

To learn to climb the pole one needs

to practice the basic skills from childhood.

After 3 to 5 years of practice, most can
master a variety of the difficult
movements. Primary school is the best
time to begin training the basic skills. At
the moment there are about a dozen
ten-year old pupils participating in
training being taught by their uncles and
aunts. Because of the persistence of the
children and all the villagers' efforts, the
Pole Climbing Congregation has been
able to continue for such a long period
and, in doing so, make every New Year a
little bit more special.

TIANJIN IN PHOTOGRAPHS
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The child hung on the pole
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LIFE STYLE

SHALL WE DANCE ? ..ccoen

Salsa and belly dancing might
not be the things you immediately
think of when in China, maybe even
more so with Salsa dancing which is
a world away from the Middle

Kingdom. It’s surprising to find that even in
Tianjin you'll find many groups of Chinese
people who are taking up these forms of
dancing. While it's hard not to draw the
distinction between dancing to the world
known dancing Damas, what are some of the
draws for these younger crowds of dancers?

To get really understand the proliferation
of these unique dance clubs, we spoke to
organizers from belly dancing, to salsa, and
tango. While some of these clubs are up and
coming, there's no shortage of demand for
dance studios which have been exploding with
popularity over the decades. Now that Tianjin is
catching up to speed with this trend, it's a good
time to see what compels locals to take up
interest in dancing and how foreigners play a
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role in their communities.
Tango

Tianjin Argentine Tango Club under its
Spanish name “Cada Dia"(meaning ‘everyday’)
began in April of 2013 with a small
membership of three women. For the
organizer Mei Juan of Cada Dia itall beganin
Beijing just two months prior after a friend

MEMBERS OF THE SALSA CLUB
ENJOY THAT THE DANCE STYLE
ALLOWS FOR PEOPLETO
INTERPRET IT IN THEIR OWN WAY
SINCE IT DOESN'T HAVE MANY
RULES AND CONSTRAINTS.

recommended tango. Mei Juan fell in love with
the gracefulness of tango as well as the
inclusive nature which allows all people of
health and age. What'’s the appeal for other
members though? Apparently they enjoy the
dynamic in the dance between the sexes
which allow for males to exhibit
self-confidence and for the women to be
elegant. For the members of the club, they
grow both on the inside and the outside with
the health and mental benefits of tango.

As for the popularity though, the
organizer claims that tango clubs are in scarcity
in China but foreigners who are interested in
tango still find a way to connect with the group
through the internet. One French member had
always come to their events and upon his
departure from Ching, they threw him a going
away party but were reluctant to have him
leave. These kind of friendships and interactions
with dance can make friends for a long time
even when they return home. While many
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Chinese people may like to try something new
and join in, it's hard to imagine themselves
picking up something like dancing.

Salsa

As for the salsa club, it all began just
during October of 2013 as a joke and has

ballooned with a membership of one-hundred.

While suffering from illness in 2006, Feng feng
the organizer attended a Belly Dance Club
Anniversary party and was impressed by just
how happy and unfettered the people
appeared. Wanting to have a new start to life
with a new hobby, Feng feng gave up
medication and went to the nearest salsa club
to partake for the next 8 years. Recovering from
the illness after only 1 year.

Members of the salsa club enjoy that the
dance style allows for people to interpret it in
their own way since it doesn't have many rules
and constraints. With that nature, it makes it
easily adopted by people around the world
even if they don't really quite understand
everything of Latin-American culture. Members
of the club take a great deal away from the
dancing. Besides the obvious health benefits
with the dance being great for aerobics; they
also gain new friends. This sense of community
and kinship with fellow members holds much
appeal in any kind of organization. Despite
Tianjin picking up the trend late, many of the
first-tier cities of China already have booming
populations of salsa dancers which makes
building a community incredibly easy.

For Feng feng, salsa dancing is an
important bridge between foreigners and
locals. While some foreigners might come to
China and have a better idea of salsa dancing;
they can all share the experience equally as
they're all enthusiasts of salsa. She also stated
that there are people who come from cities all
over China as well as foreigners from other
cities who habitually attend events here in
Tianjin. No matter where you are in the world,
it's easy to jump right into the community
using salsa dancing as your bridge. Feng feng
notes one Spanish student who needed to
coordinate a party for Her company. She came
to the salsa club, asking if they'd attend their
party and the salsa club certainly came
through. They managed to invite all the guest
to dance at the party and created an ecstatic
atmosphere. Despite the foreign appeal and
the many benefits for locals; the conservative
attitude of Tianjin can be a bit of a dilemma.
Many people would rather spend money on

eating nice meals with friends rather than
getting involved with dancing with might feel
too “specialized”and difficult for them. These
misconceptions which are present in all kinds
of cultural communities in Tianjin will certainly
change over time.

Belly Dancing

Tianjin Shang Wu Tang Dance Club has
been in operation since 2011, establishing a
great reputation and building up a
membership of over one-hundred people.
With an extensive background of dancing since
being a child, the organizer Yang Jie has spent
her life growing and attaining new experiences.
Despite having a background in ballet, latin
dancing, and other forms of modern dance;
she feels that belly dancing was more
prominent for its Asian nature. She feels that
Asian dancing can elegantly express a woman's
beauty on the inside and outside. In 2010 she
began to have a large appeal to belly dancing
but being in Tianjin, it was impossible to find
any formal instruction, meaning that it was
necessary to travel to Beijing to learn belly
dancing.

For newcomers to belly dancing, many of
them are lured in by the exotic music, the
striking costumes, and the intricacies of the
dancers. While Latin-American dance may be
sought after for the more open-interpretation
of the dance; belly dancing requires that the
dancer grow through learning Asian culture.
From distinguishing common Middle-Eastern
rhythms to learning to master certain
choreography. This dance style also appeals to
many different age groups from younger
students to older students for the health
benefits and possibly since belly dancing is
closer to home, many people have a more
open mind about it.

With all these forms of dancing, we can
see that some of the greatest appeal is the
community and health aspects. It's hard not to
draw a comparison here to the Chinese
phenomena of the dancing aunties which
frequently fill the sidewalks after dinner hours.
For the younger generation, these clubs act as
both a good way to exercise as well as meeting
people more like themselves. Which these
western influences as well, they get to culturally
engage with a different world through their
dancing as well as having foreigners join their
groups. With foreigners joining their groups,
these activities bridge any gaps between the
locals and expats.

Belly dance style appeals to many different age groups
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DINING FEATURE

A two-flavor hot pot dinner

LOST IN THE STEAM OF

HOT POT ...

samethod of Chinese cooking that

originated over a thousand years ago

from Mongolia and is also known as

Mongolian Hot Pot, Chinese Hot Pot,

Steamboat or Shabu Shabu. It consists
of using a cauldron or soup pot that has a
broth that is constantly heated so it is at a low
boil or simmer and food that is thinly sliced
and cooked quickly in the soup and dipped in
a sauce and eaten right away.

This dish was originally popular during
the winter season because of the warmth of
the caldron and cooking method. However, it
has become so popular that hot pot cooking
is prevalent year round and several restaurants
feature hot pot with their regular menu. The
caldron is usually designed to hold two
different flavors of soup or broth. One is spicy
for those that like the hot flavor and the other
side is a neutral soup base, usually made from
a beef stock. Some restaurants also feature
individual smaller caldrons so each can eat
according to their own taste and probably
more hygienic since everyone is putting
individual chopsticks into the group caldron,
although some people will argue that the fact
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the soup is boiling, will disinfect the utensils.

Safety standards have improved from
several years ago when hot pot cooking was
first introduced and caldrons were heated
with flimsy coal briquettes or individual
propane tanks at each table with poor
ventilation. This was compounded by the fact
the most patrons were smoking next to the
propane tanks.

Once the meat or vegetables are cooked,
which only takes a few swirls in the boiling
broth, you can dip it into your own bowl of
sauce and eaten immediately. The sauce is
comprised of your choosing and according to
your taste. The main ingredient is sesame
paste “Ma Jiang” i and the rest is optional,
most restaurants will have a condiments bar
where you can help yourself. Other than
sesame paste, the other options are: Garlic
Paste “Suan Mo"#5 & |, Leek Flower“Jiu Cai
Hua"dE3%4E , Coriander“Xiang Cai" &3¢,
Fermented Bean Curd“Dou Fu RU"EJE L,
then there are all kinds of oils and spices such
as: Sesame Oil“Xiang You" 71, Chili Oil “La Jiao
You" B, Soy Sauce "Jiang You" ¥ ,
Oyster Sauce "Hao You" #E3H1.

There are several different variations of
this style of eating depending upon the
region.

Northern Style“Dong Bei” &=t

In the Northeast part of China, which
includes the three provinces of Heilongjiang,
Jilin and Liaoning, the winters are very cold
and traditionally food dishes are salty and the
emphasis is meat especially lamb or mutton.
Other meats such as pork and chicken are also
used but all meats are served thinly sliced so
that it is cooked quickly and evenly. The
Northerners also like to use a sauerkraut or
fermented cabbage “Suan Cai"in their soup
stock. The method of making this sour
cabbage and uses plenty of salt and pressed
with a large stone for about a month. Other
tuber vegetables such as potatoes, sweet
potatoes, yams and carrots are also thinly
sliced but need more time to be cooked
thoroughly. Oil and the film from the meat
should be skimmed off the stock frequently.

In Beijing, offal meats are very popular
“Nei Zang Rou" IAIIE L. Thiis is probably not too
appealing to foreigners but when properly
cleaned and taken with the sauce, it is an
acquired taste. Popular items include: Duck
Blood “Ya Xue"1fl, Beef Esophagus “Niu Shi
Guan" £, Tripe “Niu Du”4-t, Duck
Intestine“Ya Chang" 11

In Tianjin, you will see more seafood
being featured since it is a coastal city and all
sorts of clams, mussels, crabs, shrimps and
slices fish make a great meal.

The end of a hot pot meal in the
Northern region is usually featured with
putting in noodles in the remaining broth that
now has the accumulated flavors of meat and
vegetables. Noodles “Mian Tiao" Hi%&can be
dried or freshly made and made from wheat,
rice or potato starch. Dumplings"Jiao Zi" %1
with meat, vegetable or seafood fillings are
also common.

Sichuan/Chonggqing 4 JII/E Jk

As featured in last month’s dinning article,

THEVARIETY IS ENDLESS AND IT
BECOMES A VERY SOCIAL
OCCASION WITH EVERYONE
COOKING AT THE SAME TIME
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Sichuan and Chongging are famous for their
spicy cuisine, not just hot but numbing
referred to as"Ma La" i . The initial sight of
all those chilies and peppercorns may be quite
frightening but as long as you avoid biting into
them, the flavor is quite appealing if you like
spicy foods. If not you can always ask them to
lower the degree of spice by requesting “Wei
La" 38 or"Zhong La” H3 which is medium
spicy and if you want a full measure “Zhong La"
HEH but be careful because both words are
the same pronunciation, just different tones.

Southern

This is usually in reference to Cantonese
or Guangdong province |7k where they use
rice congee as the soup base. Pork and
vegetables are more common as well as
seafood. Another feature is they will use a rice
cake "Nian Gao"4F4% as the staple but you
need to take care in cooking this in the broth
because it needs constant stirring or you will
end up with one big glob of flour. In the
South, they also like to use a raw egg mixed in
their sauce.

Shabu Shabu

This is how hot pot is referred to in Japan
and uses expensive cuts of thinly slice beef
and vegetables. The name was invented in a
restaurant in Osaka and represents that sound
that is made by the swishing of the meat in
boiling water. The main difference is the
Japanese style of cooking only uses boiling
water and the accompanying sauces, which

are similar to the above mentioned with
sesame as the base, provide the flavor. This
style of cooking is available in traditional
Japanese restaurants and it may be confusing
because there is a Chinese hot pot fast food
chain that uses the same name.

Conclusion

This type of cooking is not completely
strange to foreigners as Fondues and Stews
are based on the same principle. But the
Chinese Hot Pot is much more extravagant
and more fun. The variety is endless and it
becomes a very social occasion with everyone
cooking at the same time. You need to be on
your toes to remember what you put into the
pot and stop others from poaching your food.

Just some words of advice, eating hot
pot can be a messy affair and you may get
splashed from the soup stock or sauces, so
wear dark clothes and not your expensive
white chiffon that will be impossible to
remove any stains. Some restaurants will
provide and apron or bib. Also wear light
clothes because sitting in front of a steaming
cauldron for 1-2 hours is very warm, that is
why hot pots are so popular in cold weather.
Enjoy.

KRR
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B 3EIIi En Lai Shun

Northern style copper hot pot.

Add: 265+1, Er Ma Lu, Nankai District (Exit
A, Hai guang si Metro Station ) B FF X —
0 #2655 1S (L5 BIRAE)

Tel: 022-27301998

ERBEKE KSR Dong Jia Wan
Chongging style spicy hot pot

Add: C1C2, Magnetic Capital Business
Plaza, Bin Shui Xi Dao, Nankai District FgFF
X E/KPEER R B R 5 C1C2 54
Tel: 022-58928880

A& X 5R Tong De Lai
Low-budget, homemade style hot pot

Add: Xiao Bai Lou, 58 Najing Road,
Heping District 70 X 75 5 #5585 /)\ B 1%

Zio#ll4-#48 Li’ s Chaoshan
Hot Pot Restaurant

Add: 120, C4 Block, Magnetic Capital
International Central Avenue, Nankai
DistrictFg 7+ X B X B & W #5:C4—120
Tel: 59267766
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KANG HO DONG BAEKJEONG

Although most westerners love a summer backyard BBQ, many
Asians prefer to do the same in a well-heated room on a coolish day.
Thanks to the popular Korean TV dramas that have so many fans in China,
Korean BBQ as well, as the Chinese style chuan', are very popular in
Tianjin.

Kang Ho Dong Baekjeong BBQa famous Korean BBQ brand, has
now opened a branch in Tianjin. The chain is from Korea and the owner
Kang Ho Dong is a Korean TV star. As a fully owned and direct-managed
chain, the restaurant in Tianjin is a full replica of the one in its headquarters
in Seoul.

SHIYOU BA JIU BBQ

Itis hard to imagine that ShiYou Ba Jiu is a BBQ restaurant because
there is no noise or fumes wafting around. There is just bucolic green
bamboo, wooden chairs and flowing streams. It's more like a cave.
Actually, that's the way it is supposed to be because according to its
owner, the decoration is inspired by a certain cave in the mountains of
Yunnan.

However, the question still remains, why is there no BBQ smoke? The
secret lies in the stone plates that are used to grill all the food. They're from
amountain range in Yunnan which has a subtropical climate. The stone is
rich in various healthy minerals that are beneficial to our health and meat
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Now let’s get down to the food. The steaks make up a major part of
the menu and come from the first to fifth ribs providing 100-200g of
snowflake beef which is the best meat on the animal. Besides beef,
streaky pork is also a signature dish. The piece | had was delicious and
had a good balance of juicy and lean meat.

Kang Dong Ho has high standards in its meat selection. For their
snowflake beef, only the most tender part - the deltoid from the shoulder
- is selected. However, it is the Kang Dong Ho Korean BBQ sauces that are
the key to its wonderful taste. Good sauce can enhance the taste of meat
and that the sauces are manufactured and delivered from Korea
guarantees their consistency in flavor.

If you're a big fan of Korean TV drama, you'll feel right at home when
you are inside the restaurant. The food is great too, so it's a place to put
on your must do list.

LA TR RhIE E /RN, RS EE N . T BlRE A
i, FPRE THIAERGS, BRI B AR —2, TR, e
IR BRI . ENHBTRER A, T A B R RN, 72
ANRNEE LT, BT, AU AR,

ERFETERA
@ 6F, Jili Building, 209 Nanjing Lu, Heping District
HIPIX B 2095 5 AR E otk

() 27301223 & RMB98 (@) 11:30-21:00

thatis grilled on it will not get burnt or stick which
better preserves all the good things that we love about
it.

The signature dishes include the Argentinian
squid, which is marinated in their secret spicy sauce. It
is big enough to cover the whole stone plate. The 89
Lamb wrapped in foil paper is specially delivered from
Inner Mongolia and seasoned with special sauces. The
portion is generous and it almost melts in your mouth.

The most fun part of the place is the DIY area
where you can prepare your food the way you like.
With the stone plate, you can make various types of
pancakes using the large selection of ingredients and
sauces available.

B UK B =i ki b o, Jesas . AR, Sk, Ah
HEBRIENL G, A/ JUUEREASoR, Akl , N
FTARE B0 IIN T FHRRBRHRISC , FAAT 7 5. SRR 80 BIACEN, 4
RN SRS, ZODREOREHIER, LR, RIS,

BRENLARRE

¢ 1F, Yuan Yang Xin Tian Di, Hedong District (between Hua Jie Dao
and Hua Long Dao)
ARG PERT KRR (Al 54 0piE 2 ) )

()’ 18822033823 (@ 10:00-22:00 & RMB 80
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HEALTH

REFLEXOLOGY ., ek

our eyes, ears, sinuses and your

brain are in your toes. What?

That is crazy talk. Right? How

about your kidneys are in the

arch of your foot? If you've ever
heard of the term reflexology you might
have some idea of what | am talking about.
Reflexology is basically an alternative form
of medical treatment that is done using
pressure points on the feet, hands or ears
that correspond to a certain body part or
organ. A reflexologist will put pressure on
a certain area with the intention of it
having an effect on the corresponding
part. So, as was pointed out at the
beginning of this article, if you are having
sinus problems, according to reflexology,
you can massage the tips of your toes to
get relief.

I personally had the opportunity to go
to a reflexologist recently. It was an
interesting experience. | must say, going
into it | was very skeptical. My husband
and | actually went to her house for the
treatment. Her living room, to be exact.
Already not the normal situation a person
would find themselves in for medical
treatment. She had us take off our shoes
and then she began her investigation of
my general state of health through my feet.
I'was worried it would be very painful, but

64 JIN MAGAZINE

to my surprise she was quite gentle. As she
worked her way around my feet she came
across the outside of my pinky toe, where
there was a feeling of some sand like
granules. She said, how is your shoulder?
The reality of the situation is, my shoulder
had been feeling a bit different lately. | had
not told her in advance and yet she was
able to discover that through my feet. She
said to massage that part on my foot every
day to work out my shoulder discomfort.
How about that! Other than that, a clean
bill of health. Now, she did say she is not a
doctor, so she said if she did feel that she
found anything serious she could not tell
me her thoughts, she could only tell me
that | should see a doctor and get that
particular area checked out.

Through my own reflexology session |
also became aware that just working on
the feet alone may not give the
reflexologist a full picture of your health. |
also had my hands worked on and just as
the tips of the toes correspond to sinuses
so do the tips of the fingers. On my feet
there was zero indication of any sinus issue,
but, low and behold, the fingertips told a
very different story. There she found some
of those sand like granules, indicating a
slight sinus issue. So, if you ever feel
inclined to get some reflexology, make sure

A REFLEXOLOGIST WILL PUT
PRESSURE ON A CERTAIN AREA
WITH THE INTENTION OF IT HAVING
AN EFFECT ON THE
CORRESPONDING PART

to have the feet and hands done.

The bottom line about reflexology is
that while it may not be the only treatment
option, it can be used in conjunction with
others. Plus, unlike a lot of Western
medicines, reflexology has no side effects.
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SHOPPING

OLIVE OIL IS OFTEN THOUGHT OF
AS A KITCHEN-CABINET
ESSENTIAL, BUT OFTEN WE DON'T
REALIZE IT BELONGS IN OUR
BEAUTY ARSENAL

t's no secret, Tianjin's winters are dry,

and often our skin is dryer. Many

moisturizers, even expensive ones,

contain mineral oils-which dry out

your skin instead of hydrate it.

Here are the tried and true lotions,
creams and oils that will get you through
this winter with glowing skin.

Innisfree Olive Real body lotion

My legs were in a specifically
desperate state when | started using
Innisfree’s Olive Real Body Lotion. Lizards
were more likely to recognize me as kin
than humans—and Tianjin hadn't even hit
its infamous winter yet. Two weeks and
countless pumps of lotion later my legs
have shed their scales (and a lot of dead
skin) thanks to Olive Real lotion. | did have
to reapply the lotion to my legs
three-to-four times per day to achieve
optimal results, but only because my skin
was so dehydrated. If you are more human
than lizard, applying the lotion once a day
after you shower (when your skin is able to
take in the most moisture) should be more
than adequate.

The scent is good—more citrus than
extra virgin olive oil. The moisturizer is
good. But the company is better. The brand
has its roots in South Korea, and they
harness the natural ingredients of Jeju
Island in almost all of their products. Jeju
volcanic clay in their masks. Jeju sparkling
mineral water in their cleanser. Jeju green
tea in their shampoo. Innisfree is a
company as green as Jeju’s plants. At any
given time they have at least four
eco-conscious projects in play.

Price: 120¥%

Stars: OO0 O

BEST MOISTURIZERS

by Luna Ward

Olive Oil

Since extra virgin olive oil is the main
ingredient in Innisfree’s Olive Real, | cut out
the lotion and went straight to the source.
Olive oil is often thought of as a
kitchen-cabinet essential, but often we
don't realize it belongs in our beauty
arsenal. It's front line against dry skin.

You can find olive oil anywhere—from
specialty markets like Metro to 7-Eleven. It
doesn't matter which you chose, as long as
the label reads “first cold press! This means
none of the oil’s antioxidants have been
removed during processing. Besides
antioxidants olive oil is jam-packed with
fatty acids which not only hydrate the skin,
but have anti aging properties.

Straight extra virgin olive oil hydrated
my skin better than its marketed
counterpart, but the process was messy
(the word “slathering” comes to mind). And
the dry time was frustrating. My solution?
Use it as a body conditioner in the shower
instead of a lotion after you step out of the
steam. Near the end of your shower use a
spray bottle to spritz the oil on your body,
rub it in, and then wash it off. You'll get all
the hydration and anti aging benefits with
none of the mess.

Price: 30-60¥%

Stars: OO OO

Watsons Body Lotion

Watsons is the largest international
health and beauty retailer in Asia, so even
at the low price tag | was expecting a lot
from their generic lotion line. Watsons
offers an entire line of yummy sounding
lotions—from Verbena & Malted Barley to
Blood Orange. But | chose “Unscented;’
because I'm boring, and because | have
sensitive skin.

Watsons' lotion didn't upset my overly
reactive skin, but it didn't over moisturize it
either. That being said, it did all the things
you would expect a basic lotion to do: it
hydrated, it absorbed quickly, and had a
light, non greasy feel. This is your prime
candidate if you have oily skin, if you're
layering moisturizers and need something
light, if you have very sensitive skin and
need hypoallergenic lotion, or if you're on a
tight budget.

Price: 19¥

Stars: ()
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hinese furniture is well known

for its durability, exquisite

design and practicality. If you

have visited any of the old

houses of historical celebrities,
officials or rich businessmen, you would
have had a glimpse of the household
furnishings of ancient Chinese families.
Traditionally, the furniture is not only
designed to be functional but also artistic
and meaningful.

Recently, a private museum
celebrating Chinese style rosewood
furniture opened in Beichen District. The
Long Qian Ge Rosewood Art and Culture
Museum is an art museum featuring
rosewood furniture and artworks,
including old-fashioned wooden
armchairs, arhat beds, book shelves,
closets, beaded bracelets and other
ornaments. Although the museum
highlights furniture styles from the Ming
and Qing dynasties, the displayed artifacts
would not look out of place in modern
households. The museum is divided into
sections like a house would be and
incorporates sections representing a
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sitting room, dining room, study and
bedroom so visitors can learn about the
function of each piece of furniture as well
as the layout of each room in traditional
Chinese households.

Obviously, it is difficult for an
outsider, especially an expat, to know
much about the background and history
of furniture by just looking. You need help
from the museum'’s owner, Cherie Chen, a
young and talented lady in her early
twenties. As she grew up in a family
engaged in the antique furniture business,
Cherie is undoubtedly an expert in
ancient furniture and rosewood. She is
more than happy to introduce and explain
every piece of furniture on display as well
as the different categories of rosewood,
their value, as well as offer tips about
collecting rosewood furniture. We were
amazed by her rich knowledge about
antiques as often girls her age are more
experts in fashion than furniture.

However, here comes the surprise.
She is in the fashion business and has
established her own tailor-made clothes
brand which has already won some loyal

customers. After her professional training
as a designer in college, Cherie has been
working hard to incorporate the modern
aesthetics she has learnt with traditional
wood antique furniture. She wants to
inherit and spread the best ideas of
Chinese traditional wood culture while
meeting the requirements of modern
households.

Seeing all the furniture, you may be
curious about how they are made. The
techniques have advanced over hundreds
of years and most of the manufacturing
work is now done by machines. There is a

ITISAPRECIOUS OPPORTUNITY
FORURBAN DWELLERSTO GET
AWAY FROMTHEIR BUSY LIVES
BECAUSEIT IS NATURALLY
CALMINGAND A STRESS RELIEF TO
FOCUSON USINGYOURHANDSTO
MAKE SOMETHING WITHWOOD



small studio that shows how a wood
carving is made on a machine and how a
piece of wood quickly becomes wooden
beads. All the machines are controlled by
computer and the craftsman only needs
to input the design graphics and the
computer does the rest. On the one hand,
we were astonished by how fast and
precise the automation process can be,
while on the other hand, we were more
amazed by the extraordinary skills of the
ancient craftsmen who did all this delicate
shaving, drilling, carving and polishing by
hand.

You also will get a chance to do
some carpentry by yourself. In the DIY
studio, you can learn how to string
Buddhist beads or assemble a wooden
stool. Even just pulling the thread through
the beads is not an easy job. You need to
be very focused and patient. To wrap up
the work, you also need to learn how to
weave a Chinese knot. For me, it was the
most complicated part! The studio also
has other carpenter workshops that teach
how to make varied wooden items
including stools and cupboards. Itis a
precious opportunity for urban dwellers
to get away from their busy lives because
itis naturally calming and a stress relief to
focus on using your hands to make
something with wood. As Cherie said,
spending your time to create a thing of
beauty is the best way to relax.

When you finish the morning tour, it
should be almost noon. Stay and enjoy a

Cherie is working with the craftsman.

DISCOVERING TIANJIN

grand seafood banquet, and you'll be
surprised again. We called it grand not
because there were hundreds of luxurious
dishes but actually there was only one
dish, an all-in-one dish. Cherie joked:“I'm
sorry. | only prepared one dish."However,
what a dish it was! The diameter of the
plate was nearly a metre, which was
almost as big as the table. There were ten
kinds of food placed orderly on the plate
with half seafood, such as crab, scallops,
shrimp and sea snail. The other half
included fried organic vegetables, stewed
chicken and home-made delicacies. The
dish goes by the name He Wei Xian, which
literally means an “assemblage of fresh
food” It also has a symbolic meaning of
family reunion and an abundant life. What
a way to end our morning!

Cherie is introducing furniture to visitors.

DIY a string of Buddha beads
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TRAVEL

ne of the great wonders of the
world, anyone who has come
to China, will be asked if they
have visited the Great Wall. It
has a history of over 2,000 years
started by China’s first Emperor, Qin Shi
HuangZih & 260-210BC. Very little of this
original wall remains, but it was added to
by every emperor since Qin and the
majority of the existing wall was built
during the Ming Dynasty 1368-1644.The
generally accepted length of the wall is
about 8,000 kilometers or 5,000 miles,
although some contend that if all side
sections and branches are included, it
could reach about 3 times this length. No
matter how you measure it or what
sections you visit, it is very impressive.
It was built for many purposes, mainly to
keep out raids by various nomadic groups,
but also used for border controls and
collection of duties for trade along the Silk
Road and used as a transportation
corridor. The Great Wall stretches from
Dandong J}4kLiaoning Provinceid 77%in the
East near the border of North Korea to Lop
Lake or Lop Nur in Xinjiang Province #7i&
and follows the southern border of Inner
Mongolia 5% . The majority of people
will visit the Great Wall at a section that is
closest to Beijing, named Badaling/\ikI%.
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This section of the Wall is about 80
kilometers or 50 miles from Beijing, about
an hour using the Badaling
expressway.Although this is the closest
location from Beijing, there are many
locations to view the Great Wall K3, the
Chinese characters literally mean “long
wall or long city”. We will just look at some
other locations closest to Beijing and
Tianjin.

Mutianyu %& H %

This interesting section of the Great Wall is
located in Huairou District $#A5[X about
two hours from downtown Beijing. This
small hamlet (population 90,000) is about
one hour east of Beijing and is beautiful
area nestled in the mountains. Itis a
wonderful retreat from the hustle and
bustle of the big city. Huairou came to
international prominence when part of
the 4th World Conference was held in
Beijing chose Huairou for some of the
meetings. Hillary Clinton attended this
conference when she was the United
State First Lady. The keynote speaker for
the conference was Aung San Suu Kyi
from Myanmar.

This part of the Great Wall has a cable
car to reach the top and provides a great

view of several towers as it winds up and
down the hills. As one of the
best-preserved parts of the Great Wall, the
Mutianyu section of the Great Wall used to
serve as the northern barrier defending
the capital and the imperial tombs.

First built in the mid-6th century
during the Northern Qi, Mutianyu is older
than the Badaling section of the Great
Wall. In the Ming Dynasty, under the
supervision of General Xu Da,
construction of the present wall began on
the foundation of the wall of Northern Qi.
The Mutianyu Great Wall has the largest
construction scale and best quality
among all sections of Great Wall.

This part of the Great Wall is probably
the most forested area of the entire Great
Wall and a perfect place to buy walnuts
and chestnuts when they are in season in
the fall. Also in the late autumn season,
this is a beautiful area for the colorful
changing colors of the leaves.

Lakeside Great Wall - Shui Chang Cheng
IR I

This is a less known part of the Great
Wall but only 20 kilometers to the west of
Mutianyu. It is a very small section but is
unigue because the Wall dips into a lake



TRAVEL

THE MUTIANYU GREAT WALL HAS
THELARGEST CONSTRUCTION
SCALEAND BEST QUALITY AMONG
ALL SECTIONS OF GREAT WALL

that is now a reservoir with a power dam.
There are many paths around the Wall and
by the dam and there is a pathway up the
Wall and you can walk on it reconstructed
parts with several towers. Although small,
the area is very dramatic and access is
quite easy.

Simatai A1 & &

This part of the Great Wall is about 3
hours from Beijing, in Miyun County so
probably requires the whole day of travel
and not usually included in the tourist
itineraries. It is also one of the steepest
parts of the all the sections of the Wall.

Simatai Great Wall is 5.4 km long with
35 beacon towers. This section of the
Great Wall incorporated the different
characteristics of each section of the Great
Wall. A specialist on the Great Wall,
Professor Luo Zhewen, has said, "The
Great Wall is the best of the Chinese
buildings, and Simatai is the best of the
Great Wall. "UNESCO has designated
Simatai Great Wall as one of the World
Cultural Heritage Sites

eautifuil scene of & ene

A valley into eastern and western
parts separates Simatai Great Wall. Open
Air Gondolas provide a way to ascend
partway up the wall. The 17 watchtowers
are relatively closely spaced and provide
spectacular views.

Shanhaiguan 1%

This part of the Wall lies about 300
miles east of Beijing and is the most
eastern part of the Wall, in this area and
because of this distance, an overnight trip
is advised. This is a favorite spot for locals
and many Chinese companies have
retreats along the coast of the Bohai Sea.
In the summer, you will be able to dine on
delicious mussels, clams and fish that are
in season. For those that are divers, there
are excursions to the base of the wall that
dips into the sea.

Conclusion

This has been only a small glimpse of
the Wall that is within driving distance
from Tianjin and every part is as
breathtaking. Many people say that if you
visit China and do not see the Great Wall,
itis like going to Egypt without seeing the
Pyramids. Just make sure you have good
walking shoes and be especially careful if
you venture onto the original unrestored
sections, some parts being over 2000
years old, are dangerous.

over all view of Mutianyu
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TAXI TALK

THE OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS
OF TIANJIN TAXI DRIVERS

by Carmen King

ften the pain we feel can be

linked to what we do for work.

In Chinese an occupational

hazard is known as “HrlV"

(zhiyeébing). Tianjin taxi drivers
are no more immune to work related pain
than anyone else. What are the common
aches and pains associated with driving a
cab professionally?

Taxi talk reveals one the most
common culprit is the spine. Seeing that
the spine spans the length of the entire
upper half of our body, there is plenty of
opportunity for points of pain. One of the
biggest challenges associated with
driving a cab is sitting for long periods of
time. Any office worker sitting at a desk
typing on a computer most of the day can
relate to this type of trouble. Sitting for
extended periods seems to greatly impact
circulation and overall muscle stiffness.
For example, many have probably had the
experience of sitting in one position for a
while like when watching a movie. Being
so engrossed in the film, we may forget
we haven't moved much. Until, we go to
actually move. Any attempt to reposition
often suddenly brings with it a sigh or
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moan. Cab drivers face similar issues.
Since driving a cab requires full
attention at all times. It is easy during such
mental distraction to forget one hasn't
really stretched or repositioned
themselves for some time. Add to this the
natural space limitations associated with
sitting in the driver’s seat and you've got a
recipe for some real mobility issues. Cab
drivers could literally go hours without
doing nearly any real movement other
than their hands and arms. Thus back pain
and stiffness is all too common. For this
reason it would be highly beneficial for
cab drivers to routinely stop their car get
out, stand up, and stretch those legs a bit.
This should allow some blood to properly
circulate throughout the entire body.
Another big problem for cabbies is
wrist related trouble. How so? Most all
cabs in Tianjin have a manual
transmission. This means that during the
course of a typical day on the road the
average taxi driver is using their right
hand to shift gears a countless number of
times. This type of repetitive motion is
disastrous on any joint, especially smaller
ones like the wrist. Think of shifting gears

SEEING THAT THE SPINE SPANS THE
LENGTH OF THE ENTIRE UPPER
HALF OF OUR BODY, THERE IS
PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITY FOR
POINTS OF PAIN.

like moving that computer mouse all day
long, only worse. One taxi talk revealed a
career cabbie had a nodule in his wrist
area which had developed after years of
changing gears. He said the area around
the bump is quite painful and he has to
massage it nightly to try to reduce the size
and discomfort.

We have touched on only a couple of
the occupational hazards of driving a cab.
Sadly there are many more. As we catch a
cab, we often are in and out of the car
after a few minutes. Cabbies on the other
hand are stuck in that car all day! Yet
another reason we should be patient and
show appreciation for the hard work of
Tianjin taxi drivers.

H A ZE RALATT B ER Al

&, FefiSE LRk TE, X
FEIRAE, A IR B A ZERINL, fER
BTSN ZE I, A IR SZ Bl R i
WL T A VIRERR R

AR, AZEH DT TTIN, BN
HRA LS ATRE . W7 RIPEIF
15, FEAE AR, RN H M gE, ™
H LT IE 2 SRR,

FA TR, TFZERIHR TR A SRR T,
Lo A A mPURYE, il FEAEAEARIATE T
AL A3 T O AR ) o AR BNl P
A BT FE RT3, BRI ETRAIN
gl Pk, AR SR S B
RPN, T DG B TR R LS
B, ELRIZS), DLORIES PR LA LEH

HAHZE ALY 5 — A Ol Y SRR 5 T A
SFHPE . KRR AR S, TR A HES)
YR, I —1C, Fhisbh s BRI R AVING
JES o M SR — R R R B, R R
AL PEA R PRI AN o

T ARG R IO, FeAi ) T fRihie
=Ry BETERA PR I AT Y o
b, FUEHTZER G, SR i
R, FFR A0S B AR



TIANJIN TIPS

TRICHINELLOSIS, AN INFECTION
CAUSED BY EATING MEAT SATED
WITH WORM LARVAE, ISN'T
KILLED BY COOKING PORK, ONLY
FREEZING KILLS THE LARVAE AND
WITH THEM THE THREAT OF
INFECTION

any expats distrust the meat

markets here—we're taught

that meat should remain

frozen, or at least cold on

the shelves. And rightfully
so. From smugglers trying to cross China’s
borders with billions of RMB worth of 40
year old meat to relabeled, expired meat
sitting between the buns of your Big Mac,
it's logical to be weary.

In light of the upcoming holidays (or
the everyday need for bacon) | sat down
with decade-long meat connoisseur, Aaron
Jensen of Aaron'’s Kitchen to discuss the
safest way to buy meat in Tianjin.

When buying online Aaron suggests
scrolling to the bottom of the company’s
site and checking for the Chinese
Registration—which means they are a
registered company that'’s licensed to sell
food. "l think that's important, but not
everybody does, says Aaron.

As an Australian chef Aaron has been
trained in health and hygiene to
international standards. He says that is
hugely important to a lot of Aaron’s
Kitchen's customers.

Aaron says his views differ from local
meat suppliers mostly when it comes to
refrigeration. “There’s, from my point of
view, an urban myth that you can put meat
outside and it doesn't matter how dirty it
gets because once it's washed and cooked
all the germs are gone,’says Aaron."That's
not true!

Aaron freezes pork—always.
Trichinellosis, an infection caused by eating
meat sated with worm larvae, isn't killed by
cooking pork, only freezing kills the larvae
and with them the threat of infection.
Optimally pork is frozen for 20 days before
it hits supermarket’s shelves. But most
Chinese markets don't age meat. In fact,

MEET YOUR MEAT

by Luna Ward

the meat is often killed the same day it's
sold. Fresh is usually a good thing. But
worms make the prospect of “fresh pork”
less appetizing.

When you select a steak from a
Western supermarket it's at least two
weeks old. Most Western cultures age
meat. This gives the proteins in the meat
time to soften which makes for a more
tender cut. Fresh sounds good, but it
changes the taste and texture of the meat.
It works here because the meat is usually
cut into small pieces and mixed with
veggies. But if you're cooking Western style,
aka roasting or grilling large slabs of meat,
you're rarely going to get a good meal out
of killed-that-day options, says Aaron.

The age of the animal is as different in
China as the age of the meat. “Most of the
Chinese don't eat lamb, they eat sheep. In
the West we eat lamb! says Aaron. This
makes it hard to hunt for lamb at local
markets.

When Aaron talks about meat
preferences of different countries, it
borders on cross cultural analysis. “Food all
over the world—even if it is the same thing
—we all have different names for it,"he
says.It's different in England. The French
have their whole different way of cutting
beef. We have different words in Australia"
This makes translating, not only between
languages but cultures hard.

Whether you call it a steak, a snake, or
bifteck there’s no need to swear off local
markets or the occasional Big Mac, but it's
best to be smart when selecting your slabs.
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TV & MOVIE

ey

Director: Edmond Pang Ho-Cheung i # born in 1973 in Hong Kong had two
previous hits Love in a Puff (2010) and Love in the Buff (2012).

Stars: Zhou Xun Jiiflwas born in Zhejiang in 1974 and has won several acting
and singing awards. She is regarded as one of the “Four Dans” P4 H. a reference
to one of the four most bankable female movie stars. The other 3 are: Zhang ZiYi
TEIA; Xu JingLei f5:#7E, Zhao Wei ix .

Huang XiaoMing #ilglwas born in Qingdao Shandong in 1977. He also
appeared in Ip Man 2.

Sonia Sui f4 Sui Tang was born in Taiwan in 1980 and educated in Winnipeg,
Canada.

__| TV SERIES: Is it True?

Hosts: Chen Bei Beil4:fi1i%is agraduate of the Beijing Broadcasting Institute, now
called the Communication University of China. She is also the CCTV Financial
Channel Host.

Huang Xi #54 is the main host and carries the show. He is a graduate of the
Chinese Academy of Science and studied in the United States to obtain his
Doctorate in Biochemistry at Rice University in Texas. It was in USA that he
became famous as a stand up comedian appearing on Letterman and Oprah. In
this series, he also uses his stand up comedic style to keep the audience in
stitches.
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Sa jigo nli  rén  zui  hdo ming

£ MOVIE: Women Who Flirt # % & A & 17 &

Zhou Xun is the main star and is a Shanghai girl that is trying
to win the affection of her longtime schoolmate and now
co-worker, Huang XiaoMing. However Huang has now fallen for Sui
who he met while in Taiwan.

Zhou has several girl friends that try to help her win over
Huang in a love battle with the new Taiwanese hottie. It is quite
humorous as the girls try to teach Huang how to “Sa Jiao" #tifor
flirt. In China, there is generally quite a difference in of personalities
of where a Chinese girl is from. Girls from the Northeast Z:dt are
considered very direct and aggressive. Taiwan girls are considered
very soft and gentle. The movie emphasizes this and is shot in
Shanghai and Taiwan giving a very authentic representation and
the two leading actresses depicting the typical personalities over
the top. It is a warm romantic comedy and worth the watch.
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Each week the show has two contestants, usually well known
celebrities and lovely ladies. There will be 2-3 statements of truth
and sometimes far-fetched and some times common sense or
safety issues.

For example some shows had the following questions: Do
camels spit? Is it true one can use plastic bags to take out stacked
laundry without a mess? Can you lose weight by wrapping yourself
in plastic during exercise? Can a child locked in a car use the horn
without the key?

The two contestants are each seated in their own large chair
and must declare if the statement is true or false? The program then
proceeds with an investigative report and at the end will confirm if
the statement is true or false. The contestant that made an
incorrect prediction will have his or her chair tossed back suddenly.

The show is successful mainly due to Huang Xi and each item
is only about 10 minutes and it is quick paced as most Chinese
game shows. It is broadcast every Saturday evening on CCTV2. (Yes
camels will spit, especially if aggravated so don't get them upset)
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MALL & METRO

¥ TIANJIN MALLS — AEON Mall

Although sitting on the outskirts of Tianjin just south of the end
of Line 2, the AEON Mall rests as the commercial hotspot for those
living on the edge of Tianjin. Opened in 2012 and boasting an
impressive repertoire of eateries and shops, the location is great for
those of you who may find yourself living near the end of Line 2. The
spacious area allows for the mall to include a massive parking lot,
giving it a certainly more Western feel than other malls. While those
of us near downtown may be used to the crowded malls of
BinJiangDao tucked into the heart of the city; AEON Mall is much
more reminiscent of the malls which foreigners may be accustomed

yc"lng wang gou wu zhdng x‘Tn tian ‘an zhdong béi  dian
K B B0 K E s g

with (a massive rectangular building standing out in a great void of
asphalt). AEON Mall has all the bells and whistles for those living in
the growing communities outside of downtown.

With 135 locations packed into this spacious center, you can
expect all the same accommodations as other malls. The obligatory
Jack Jones, Vero Moda, Adidas, La Chapelle, Nike 360, New Balance,
UNIQLO; are just some of the clothiers you'll find inside. With many
Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and Western restaurants; you'll also find
no problems with getting a good bite to eat. One of the most
notable aspects being the inclusion of Food Marche, a cordoned off
area which offers a selection of unique restaurants and snacks; for
those familiar with the same area in Galaxy Mall. With a KTV, a movie
theater, and three cafes; AEON Mall has supplanted itself as a vital
community area and as such seems to be thriving well with plenty of
business.
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<% TIANJIN METRO — Line 2 CaoZhuang Stop

Far to the west of Tianjin (as far as you can get by subway), lies
the only station of Line 2 officially in XiQing district, Cdo zhuang &
. Being at the end of a subway line, you can't really expect their to
be too much in the way of concessions or entertainment. In fact,
the area around Cdo zhuang is largely underdeveloped with the
exception of the area just south across the street. The mall featured
this month rests just south of the Cdo Zhuang with Exit A putting
you inside of the mall. Besides the AEON mall, there's only one
other distinct place to check out. For those of you who love plants,
puppies, and markets; there’s a garden market just south of the
AEON Mall. If you walk south along & i#% FeiXia Road to B4
Fulin Road; you'll come face-to-face with a complex of large

cado zhuang zhan
N
EOJE Uk

buildings comprising a series of markets.

These markets are a collection of indoor complexes that sell an
amazing variety of plants, flowers, statues, animals, and decorations
for gardens. If you're looking to find reprieve from air pollution or
the weather, this will be the place to go. Obviously with the
summer season being a bit preferential. They include a mock
European styled village with some shops and restaurants as well
making it for a nice day out, maybe even a good chance to pick up
a household plant for yourself or a two meter statue of Mao.
Besides the flower fields and markets, it appears that Cdo zhuang is
much more used as a transportation hub for those living out of the
city. With many buses right outside of the station to venture further
westward and a crowd of taxi drivers; this will be your go-to station
if you live in XiQing district and need to get downtown. If you for
whatever reason find yourself stuck in the far end of Line 2 with an
afternoon to kill, Cdo zhuang might provide ample entertainment
but it's most certainly not an essential hotspot.

R T RV DML 5 R E AT I, AR S 2RI VG il
Zepivlio PUHALEMREIRTE, PRI SR Z B RIE . I A T
ke, RATLLEAREE RSN, W RS A, WRRE LA
BRIV — RIARVE, AGE)IX R,

JIN MAGAZINE 73



HOTEL FOCUS

3
hotel nikko tianjin
KEBMEIS

Spectrum Christmas Eve Buffet Dinner
Dec 24th, 2015

RMB 688 net, PFC RMB 588 net

Buy two ticket, free one complimentary room(valid for one month)

* Child half-price (4-12 year-old) does not count towards promotion

* Promotion not available with other offers

Contact: 8319-8888 ext.3570

Restaurant: 7F, Spectrum, Hotel Nikko Tianjin

Wanda Vista Tianjin Launches Nutritious

Hotpot Themed Buffet Dinner at Cafe Vista

Eating hotpot is a wonderful ritual of selecting morsels of raw food, placing
them in boiling broth, waiting, fishing them our of the pot, dipping them
into sauce and finally enjoy them.

This winter, Wanda Vista Tianjin launches nutritious hotpot themed buffet
dinner at Cafe Vista, featuring home-made Tom Yum Kuong, choice of
Mushroom or Sichuan Style soup base and a vast choice of fresh
ingredients to drive out the chill. RMB 288nett/person. Group
purchasing/Club One member can enjoy special discount.

For inquiry or reservation, please contact the hotel at +86-022-2462 6388.

ST REGIS

TIANJIN

KA B T

New Year Eve Countdown Party
— Diamond Ballroom

Give thanks for the year past and toast to the New Year ahead with cocktails
and champagne. Groove to the live DJ spinning ambient music, and
partake in celebrations with party favours and Polaroids to capture
mementos for the year to come.

Adult at RMB398 per person / Kids (4-12) RMB128 per person

-A free flow beverage package includes red & white wine, beer, chilled
juices and soft drinks

Package rate at RMB 2016  (up to 4 persons), inclusive of 1 Bottle of Pol
Roger Champagne, 1 Bottle of Premium Spirit (Grey Goose Vodka or
Bombay Gin or Glenfiddich Single Malt or Ballantine Scotch Whisky)

- A free flow beverage package includes red & white wine, beer, chilled
juices and soft drinks

*Champagne and Cigar at 50% off

Date: Dec 31, 2015

Venue: Diamond, 18 F

For more information or ticket purchasing, please contact 022- 58309958 or
email to reservations.tianjin@stregis.com
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Pasta and Pizza Night

Chef Edison Liu is delighted to present an Italian themed buffet, where you
can enjoy sumptuous delicacies, featuring only the finest ingredients.
RMB388* per person including an unlimited flow of juice, soft drink, coffee
and tea

Date: 5:30pm - 9:30pm, Every Tuesday, December 1 - 29

Venue: 1st Level, ZEST Restaurant of The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin

© Tel:86-22-5857-8888

*Rate is subject to 15% service charge

K %0 B

TANIN
TEDA INTERNATIONAL CLUB TIANJIN

* * * * *

Five-star Hotel Apartment
at TEDA International Club Tianjin

Human-oriented and scientific room design for delicate one-bedroom
apartment, classic two-bedroom apartment and deluxe three-bedroom
apartment. All the rooms are equipped with modern furniture and
appliances. The perfect facilities will guarantee a convenient and quality life
for international elites who travel around the world. Considerate butler service
showed the care and concern of Chinese. It is a real home away from home.
Detail-oriented butler service

Free broad band internet

24h food delivery

Discount in restaurants in the hotel

24 security service and independent access

Reservation hotline: 58695555--8289

HYATT

SHOW BAR! ANNUAL PARTY

Enjoy your annual party celebration at Hyatt Regency Tianjin East and
receive our exclusive complimentary Show Bar. Our sensational master
bartenders will present an exciting Show Bar display with a spectacular
exhibition of their skills to compliment your event. The display will
culminate in an exciting Bomb Shot Crescendo, the first of its kind in Tianjin!
Prices start from CNY 2888 net per table with custom made Chinese or
Western menus. Package includes exclusive Hyatt Show Bar; 4 hours of pre
set-up time; Use of one LCD projector; Use of one changing room; specially
designed floral centerpiece; Use of Regency Ballroom; Free flow of soft drink
and local beer for 2 hours

*The above package is based on a minimum of 8 tables. Tailored CATH
Package is available, subject to availability. Offer valid from 1 December
2015 to 29 February 2016.

For reservations, please contact: +86 22 2466 7244
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Christmas Eve

Date: December 24, 2015

Venue: Grand Ballroom

Time: 6:30pm to 9:00pm

THE TIME MACHINE FROM THE FUTURE- Sheraton Tianjin Hotel presents it
since last year we found the lost Christmas gifts; this year will bring you to a
world of fascination, warmly fairy tale world and the magical trip, to enjoy
this interactive experience.

Stand a chance to win attractive prizes and get ready for truly enchanted
evening with family and friends.

RMB 1388 per person (VIP Seating)

RMB 1188 per person (Standard Seating)

For reservation please dail: 2731 3388

Hot Plate Noodles

Select from our variety of noodles selection served in sizzling hot plate.
Featuring: Hot Plate Spaghetti with Black Pepper Beef and Capsicum, Hot
Plate Seafood Noodle and Hot Plate Vegetarian Noodle.

Enjoy 30% savings off all ala carte orders on Mondays*

Noodle Bar, level one

Price: Starting from RMB 48 net per bowl

Lunch: 11:30am to 2:30pm

Dinner: 5:30pm to 9:30pm

* Available during lunch and dinner

*Discount is not applicable to ongoing promotions and alcoholic beverages
*Valid from 1 November 2015 till 31 December 2015

RENAISSANCE’

TIANJIN LAKEVIEW HOTEL

T RERE

Enjoy the Christmas Festivities
at Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel!

Christmas dinner is a time to celebrate the holiday while connecting with
family and friends. Enjoy the Christmas festivities at our BLD restaurant! With
gourmet Christmas goodies, lavish buffet spreads and wonderful music,
there is no better place to spend the festive season than at Renaissance
Tianjin Lakeview Hotel! Let our Christmas feast pleasure you
gastronomically with a sumptuous spread of fresh, succulent seafood and
meats.

24 December 2015, Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet RMB 688 net/per person
25 December 2015, Christmas Day Dinner Buffet RMB 398 net/per person
Dinner period: 17:30-22:00. For more information and reservations, please
contact BLD restaurant at 5822 3160/3161.

HOTEL FOCUS

Christmas Party at Jixian Marriott Hotel

ChristmasParty Ticket RMB 399 net per person.

Have a special ChristmasEve at Goji Kitchen + Bar and Charming Spa, enjoy
Christmas dinner buffet, Hot Spring coffee break, band show and lucky
draw during the party!

Date: 24thDec, 2015

Reservations: 022. 29179999ext.68

No. 6 Fenghuangshan Rd, Yu Yang District, Jixian, Tianjin

Balloon Kingdom

Celebrate Christmas Eve at our “Balloon Christmas Party”. Bring the family to
a sumptuous Christmas Buffet and a chance to win the surprise awards.
Come to enjoy the ideal presents for you and your families.

Price: RMB 728/person, Children half price

Venue: Feast

Date: 24th Dec

Professional Conference Service
at Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan

Situated by the Meijiang Lake, Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan is an
international five-star hotel with over 2000m2 meeting area. Among the 10
meeting rooms, there are two big banquet halls that can accommodate
500 people and 400 people respectively. The Meeting Director and his team
will customize one-stop conference plans for you and the chef team will
design a banquet menu to your needs.

Christmas Carnival

Christmas, a magical time, is coming! This year, Renaissance Tianjin
Downtown Hotel will offer an unforgettable Christmas for you to share with
your family and friends on Dec. 24 6:30pm to 9:30pm 2015, Iphone 6s and
over 80 prizes will really attract you here. Join in the fun at the amazing
party with only RMB588 and RMB388 (for kids)! For details, please call
022-23026888-6410.
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B Coffee

Tianjin Downtown

Renaissance Cafe

TR T E5 EP

Renaissance Café celebrates the best of
Western and Asian cuisine.

2F, Renaissance Tianjin Hotel, 105
Jianshe Rd, Heping.

HIPFX H B 10555 17 IR E )2

Tel: 2302 6888 Ext.6410

Hrs: 06:00am-10:00am / 11:00-14:00
17:00-21:00

Victorian Lounge

KEM E6EP

Offers a relaxed atmosphere and nice food.
The Astor Hotel, A Luxury Collection Hotel,
Tianjin33 Taier Zhuang Road, Heping
AFFIX & L3345

R R TR SE AR LG

Tel: 2331 1688

Hrs: 08:30am-10:30pm

TEDA&Tanggu

Starbucks Coffee

E@wmiE PE ¥40

C102, Juchuan Jin hai'an Building,
No.453,JiefangLu, Tanggu

N X 453 5 B iR R 5 C102
Tel: 2589 3409

Hrs: 9:00-22:00(Mon-Fri)
08:30-22:30(Sat-Sun)

1F, Tianjin Friendship Mingdu Store,
No.19, Huanghai Road, TEDA

FER X B 195 KA B B A D — )2
Tel: 6620 1781

B Wine 4i#

Tianjin Downtown

Montrose Wine House
ZAREOHHE

Imported wines.

2nd floor YY Beer House,
Montrose(Tianjin) Office
WRHAET AR (KHE) JhEad
Tel: 139200 21679

Hrs: 09:00am-18:00pm
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Address: 3F Lotte Department Store, 9
Le Yuan Dao, Hexi District, Tianjin
REETTVEXREIEY SRR E =2

Tel: 022-58908026

Hrs: 10:30am-21:00pm

* PED3

1F, Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel,
16 Binshui Road, Hexi
TWVGIXFKIE 165 TN R 12

Tel: 5822 3388

Hrs: 06:00am-10:30am/11:30am-14:00pm
17:30pm-22:00pm

* ¥80P EB4

Vanke Jin Ao International Square,
Zhong Shi You Bridge, Wei Jin South

Road, He Xi District, Tianjin, Chian 300221

SR VY X TR B A IS S AR D
TiRke B bR 65 3335

Tel: 13821611049/ 13920614814
Email: theupperdecktj@yahoo.com

Hrs: 11:00am-23:00pm

101-104, West Building, Min Yuan
Stadium, Heping

AFFIX REAEPE101-104

Tel: 8312-2718

Hrs: 11:00-23:00

¥200P E C7

1F, St. Regis Tianjin, No. 158 Zhang Zi
Zhong Road, Heping

AKX 5K A 1565

R SRR —)2

Tel: 5830 9959

Hrs: 05:30am-10:00am /17:30pm-21:30pm

Address: at the crossing of Hebei Lu and

Luoyang Dao, Heping District

HhE: AP RGE R TR R BHIE A
Tel: 58352833

Hrs: 11:30am-15:30pm/17:00pm-22:00pm

* P E D7

1F, BLK5, Jinwan Plaza Jiefangbei Road, Heping
AP gL ) 55 2

Tel: 23219199

www.ldwg1308.com

Hrs: 11:0am-24:00pm

PE B4

No.7-2, Fukang Lu, Nankai
R IXE T2
Tel:23005555

Hrs: 11:30am-22:00pm

C4

1F, Sheraton Hotel Tianjin, Zi Jin Shan
Lu, Hexi

VG S LB R HEE R R 12
Tel:27313388

Hrs: 06:00am-23:00pm

D7

Venice Square, Italian Territory,
No,429-431, Shengli Lu, Hebei
LD NER 4204315
HRFIRGE R
Tel:24468192

Hrs: 10:30am-01:30am

P ED6

1F, The Westin TianjinNo.101 Nanjing
Road, Heping

FPF DX R U 1015 KR BB T 1 )2
Tel: 2389 0088
Hrs:06:00am-10:00am/11:30am-14:30pm
17:30pm-21:30pm

5F, The Centro, 18 Wu Jia Yao Da Jie,
Hexi District

VG SRR A K195

LS

Tel: 6095-5550

Hrs: 16:00-01:00

New Minyuan Stadium, at the crossing
of Changde Dao and Hengyang Lu,
Heping

LA Xt S 5 R i 5 1 e

Tel: 2722-7888

No.4001, 4F, Riverview Place, 238 Liu
Wei Lu, Hedong District
TIRIRANLH238%

FEHUC4/24001

Tel: 24268326

Hrs: 10:00-22:00

PE

No.137, 3rd Avenue, TEDA
FF& R FE = K137

Tel: 6629 2963

Hrs: 10:30am-01:30am



LISTING

[ Thai&Malay RE&SRHEIL ]

Tianjin Downtown

YY Beer House

BREFET *« ¥100 PED6

The best Thai Restaurant in Tianjin
offers the fantastic Thai food and beer.
3 Ao Men Lu, (behind the International
Building), Heping.

PP I3 3 S(RPRRIES)

Tel: 23399634 13821118292(English)
Hrs: 11:00am-24:00pm

If need be, we have a designated driver
to take you to your next destination.

YY Craft Beer House ( NEW OPEN )
BEFEET % ¥100 P ED6

Xiannong Courtyard, No.1, Hunan Lu,
Heping District, Tianjin
RAETTRPAX AR AR S S T
TEL : 58352835 185-2225-5354 (En)
Hrs: 11:00-24:00

If need be, we have a designated driver
to take you to your next destination.

Happy hour: Monday~Sunday,
2:00pm~6:00pm, YY craft beers, Buy 1
get 1 free( for 1 person)

[ Chinese &[T ]

Tianjin Downtown

Le Loft Fusion Restaurant

AAE/NBE

Classic Chinese food

No4, Jin Song Li, Nanjing Lu, Heping District
FPIX R S A A

Tel: 2723-9363

Hrs: 11:30-21:30

Din Tai Fung

3% %« ¥150PE

Steamed Bread made of choice ingredients
are the main attraction. The Special desserts,
steamed glutinous rice pudding and
almond togu, will melt in your mouth.

18 Binshui Dao, Hexi.

TVGIX BRI 185 (S KIE 554 L3S )
Tel: 2813 8138 Ext 8001

Hrs: 11:00am-14:30pm/17:00pm-21:30pm

Tian Tai Xuan

REH

Savor dishes from the renowned
Cantonese tradition in concert with
innovative creations exploring seasonal
local ingredients, together forming a
culinary experience which is not only
extraordinary but quite possibly the
most unique in the entire world.

The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin, 1st and 2nd
floor, No. 167 Dagubei Road, Heping
AP AL#S 1675

RHE AR R G — A

Hrs: 11:30am-14:00pm/17:30pm-21:30pm
Tel: 5857-8888

Seats:160

[ FRENCH %8 1

Tianjin Downtown

FLO

% % ¥350P E D7

The best French Restaurant in Tianjin
offers the most authentic French cuisine.
Brasserie FLO is the first restaurant in
Tianjin to offer fresh oysters from France.
LK R RFIMIFX N 375

No.37 Guangfu Road, Italy Style Town, Hebei
Tel: 2662 6688 Fax: 2445 2625

Hrs: 11:00am-23:00pm

Nice To Meet You

R %INRR

Specializes in French style seafood,
serves around 15 types of oysters
including Gillardeque and Greay from
France, Tasmanian oysters from
Australia as well as oysters from South
Africa, Canada and Japan.

278 Hebei Lu, Heping District

(near Chengdu Dao)
FAPPXTALR278* (UTRHRE )

Tel: 2339-0409

Hrs: 11:30-22:00

[ Italian EXFIET ]

Tianjin Downtown

Prego

HEAAET ¥400P ED6

Prego’s cuisine is rustic yet refined,
rooted in tradition while producing
innovative creations using only the finest
and freshest ingredients available.

3F, The Westin Tianjin, No.101, Nanjing
Lu, Heping

AP R U 1015 K HEE PR TG )2
Tel:23890088

Hrs: 11:30am-14:30pm/18:00pm-22:00pm

Idea Restaurant & Lounge

Bl R R TE R

Idea Restaurant & Lounge specializes in
providing authentic Italian food at a
reasonable price.

215 Xiao Cheng Du Dao, Heping District
(opposite No.90 Middle School)

PP ANRE 2155 (L2 )

Tel: 23374869

Hrs: 11:30-14:00 / 18:00-21:30

[ Japanese A%} ]

Hong Japanese Restaurant

mAEI

Hong Japanese Restaurant is a newly
opened eatery that serves both formal

Japanese dishes and snacks to have
while you're drinking sake.

1F, 21 Metropolis, Lu An Da Jie, Heping
District (opposite Parkson Department
Store)

IR ER S SN PN AR E)
CHEERAM )

Tel: 60931116

Hrs: 17:00-23:00

[ Vietnamese #EET ]

YULU Vietnamese restaurant

B EWMERET

Beside TAPAS, A3, Magnetic Capital
Business Area, Nankai District
FATFIX IR ILIRAB X S AR 5550

Tel: 2385-5317

H BAR

Tian jin Downtown

River Lounge

& BEAE ¥ 100 P E D7

One of Tianjin's premiere destinations,
you can enjoy High Tea or artisan
cocktails at the gleaming bar or in
conversation areas furnished with rich
leather seating overlooking the sparkling
Hai River. The signature cocktail features a
blend of unique Chinese flavors and
seasonings, including Fujian lapsang
souchong tea, Sichuan pepper, and soy
sauce with fine vodka.

1F, St. Regis Tianjin,No.158 Zhang Zi
Zhong Road, Heping (Next to Jin Tower,
the opposite side of Ha Mi Road)
FPFIXGK LK 1589, HEBESS, IREEIE
ST, RHER S RS — 2

Tel: 5830 9958

Hrs: 10:00am-01:00am

O'Hara's-authentic British lounge
IBEMIEE - 2430EE E6
Offers the intimacy of an English
gentleman's lounge with regal
Winchester styled sofas and an
oversized bar counter.

1st floor Astor Wing, A Luxury
Collection Hotel, Tianjin, 33 Taier
Zhuang Road, Heping

AP 5 L3395 KRR R SE A
HLITE, W52

Tel: 58526888 ext. 8919

Hrs: 06:30pm-01:00am

FION bar

FEREE

Offers beers, cocktails, imported wines
and snacks.

192 An Shan Xi Dao, Nankai District
T LIVGiE 1925

Tel: 152-1159-5016

Hrs: 20:30-02.30

Qba

Qe P ED6

Qba’s Latin-inspired décor creates an
authentic ambience where delicious
tapas and Latin-style snacks are shared
among friends.

The Westin Tianjin, No. 101 Nan Jing
Road, Heping

AP XL 10145 R H R BT TIE
Tel: 2389 0088

Hrs: Tue-Sat 6:30pm-01:00am

Flair

*P E E5

East Asian cuisine, the menu combines
playful snack-style dishes with richly
flavorful entrées, designer desserts and
the freshest of seafood.

The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin, 1st floor, No.
167 Dagubei Road, Heping District,
Tianjin China

AP RTLE167 5 RN R — b
Tel: 5857-8888

Mon-Fri 17:00-24:00 /Sat-Sun 17:00-01:00
Seats:118

Il SHOPPING

[ Department Store H

Tianjin Downtown

Galaxy Mall

HRIRT [E] BRI 4 R

Featuring the most famous luxury
brands in the world.

No.9, Le Yuan Road, Hexi

VG DX AR O

Tel: 8388 9577 Fax: 8388 9733
Web: www.galaxy-mall.com.cn
Hrs: 10:00-22:00

Tianjin Joy city

PNE]

Stocks a number of popular brands
including Sephora, H&M, supermarket
and plenty of restaurants.

No.2, Nanmen Wai Da Jie, Nankai

WV IXFET 1 ohR A2

Tel: 5861 8888

Web: tjjoycity.com

DNIddOHS
=

v

=)
m|m

Tianjin Aeon Mall

R K R L

Aeon Mall is a specialist shopping mall
developer.

Zhongshanbei Store Hil1LjE (10:00-22:00)
No.1, Fushan Dao, Zhongbei Industrial
Park, Xiging

VG X b Tl X B R 145

Tel: 8719 5700

TEDA Store Z&jikJk (10:00-22:00)
No.29, Shishangdong Lu, Development Zone
R DK I i Z: 295

Tel: 5985 7000

INVUNY1S3H
ok

NIM
iy

plaza66

REEE %

The mega department store in Tianjin,
customer can enjoy the forefront of
fashion here.

160 Zhangzizhong Lu, Heping District
HFEI 5K HUE #1605

334400
=23

=
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LISTING

International Trade Centre Mall
REERW L

Stocks various items from clothing to
household necessities.

39 Nanjing Lu, Hexi District

VG X R 5395

Tel: 87136868

Riverview Place

REFEROEELD

A newly opened huge shopping mall
stocks many different items.

Riverview Place, 238 Liu Wei Lu, Hedong
District

TARIX IS #2385 3 UL

Tel: 24230101

Hl SPORTS

[ Gym 5 ]

Tianjin Downtown

Sheraton Hotel Fitness Center
ERBREEAHL

Inside Sheraton Hotel Tianjin, Zi Jin
Shan Lu, Hexi

TATVG X 4411 R SRR B N
Tel:27313388

Hrs: 06:00-24:00

Westin WORKOUT®

BT S g

5F The Westin Tianjin, No.101 Nanjing
Road, Heping

AP 51015

KHA PRI TS

Tel: 2389 0088

Hrs: 06:00-22:00

Il HOTEL
[ Hotel j&/E ]

Tian jin Downtown

The Westin Tianjin

RER ERIHTIERE

No.101, Nanjing Road, Heping District
AP 51015

Tel: 2389 0088

Fax: 2389 0099

Website: westin.com/Tianjin

Wanda Vista Tianjin
RETT B AL S

No.486,Ba Hao Lu, Da Zhi Gu, Hedong
TR R B /\ 54865

Tel: 2462 6888

The Ritz-Carlton, Tianjin
FEE B ARREE

No. 167 Dagubei Road, Heping
PP RAE 1675

Tel: 5857-8888

Fax: 5857-8899
www.ritzcarlton.com

Sheraton Tianjin Hotel
REEREREE

Zi Jin Shan Lu, Hexi District
VYR 541l

Tel: 27313388

Shangri-La Hotel Tianjin
REBKERAERE

No. 328 Haihe East Road, Hedong
District, Tianjin, 300019, China
R T AR DX AR 3285

Tel: (86 22) 8418 8888

78 JIN MAGAZINE

Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel
TR BEE

16 Binshui Dao, Hexi District
PEIXFKIE 165

Tel: 58223388

Crowne Plaza Tianjin Meijiangnan
REML 02 TR B EE
East to South Youyi Road (Opposite to Tianjin
Meijiang Conference&Exhibition Center),
Xiqing District, Tianjin, PR. China 300221
TG T XA P AR

CREMFT 2 rhL IEXT D
Tel: (86 22) 5857 6666
Fax: (86 22) 5857 6688
Web:www.crowneplaza.com/tjimeijiangnan

TEDA International Club Tianjin
REBEFRRE

742 Fu Kang Lu, Nankai.
PR 75 2

Tel: 5869 5555 / Fax: 2300 5656

Pan Pacific Tianjin

KRBT KFHERBEE

1 Zhang Zi Zhong Road, Honggiao
District, Tianjin, China 300091
KT E B — S

Tel : +86 22 5863 8888

Wed : panpacific.com

The St. Regis Tianjin

R EHE S RMATEE

1F, St. Regis Tianjin,No.158 Zhang Zi
Zhong Road, Heping (Next to Jin Tower,
the opposite side of Ha Mi Road)
FFIX K EURK 1585, HBESS, IRENEIE
XFTHT, R SR — 2

Tel: 5830 9999

Web: Stregis.com/tianjin

Banyan Tree Tianjin Riverside
KBS B E

34 Haihe East Road Hebei
LD N AR 345

Tel: 5861 9999

Fax: 5861 9998

Web: banyantree.com

HYATT REGENCY TIANJIN EAST

R I LGB S

126 Weiguo Road, Hedong District, Tianjin,
300161, People’s Republic of China

R R T AR X TR 1265 F44300161
Tel: + 86 22 2457 1234

Fax: +86 22 2434 5666

Email: tianjin.regency@hyatt.com
tianjin.regency.hyatt.com

Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City
REK R B S

No. 6, Jieyuan Road, Honggiao
AR P T e

Tel: 5877 6666

Tangla Tianjin
REFOENRESEEE

No. 219, Nanjing Road, Heping
AP X B 52195

Tel: 2321 5888

Hotel Indigo Tianjin Haihe

R S AL E

No.314,South Jiefang Rd.,Hexi Dist
TR VG X AR IR 314
Tel:88328888,4000380666
Web:www.indigohoteltianjin.com

Renaissance Tianjin downtown Hotel
RTINS

105 Jian She Lu, Heping.

AFFIX A5 1055

Tel: 2302 6888

Fax: 2302 8530

Hotel NikkoTianjin
REHAEE

189 Nan Jing Lu, Heping.

PP X R 51895

Tel: 8319 8888 / Fax: 8319 2266
Web: www. nikkotianjin.com

The Astor Hotel,

A Luxury Collection Hotel, Tianjin
REFMRERRE SR EERE

33 Taier Zhuang Road, Heping
AFFIX & L4335

Tel: 2331 1688

Web: www.luxurycollection.com/astor

Holiday Inn Tianjin Riverside
R iSRG HEE
Phoenix Shopping Mall, East Haihe
Road, Hebei (Nearby " Eye of Tianjin ")
AL D AR B RS 521

( “RHEZML FEREE )
Tel: 2627 8888 / Fax: 2627 6666

TEDA &Tanggu

Holiday Inn Binhai Tianjin
RiBigiRE HEE

86 First Ave., TEDA.
LEFFHARTFR XS — K186
Tel: 6628 3388

Crowne Plaza Tianjin Binhai
REREZRE BB E EE

55 Zhongxin Avenue, Airport Industrial Park.
PRI LXK ot K155 5

Tel: 5867 8888

Fax: 5867 8899

Web: www.crowneplaza.com

Renaissance Tianjin TEDA Hotel &
Convention Center

KRBT MASEEE R AW O

29 Second Ave., TEDA.
AKX K295

Tel: 6621 8888

Sheraton Tianjin Binhai Hotel
RERBEREHEE

No.50, 2nd Avenue, TEDA, Binhai New Area
VEHEHT X R 2 B RORTT R X5 — KA50'%
TEL: 6528 8888

FAX: 6528 8801

Web: www.sheraton.com/tianjinbinhai

[ Hotel Apartment JEEAE ]

Tianjin Downtown

Somerset International Building Tianjin

RERFEEGFAERS AE

No 75 Nanjing Road, Heping
X R AR 75

Tel: 2330 6666

Somerset Olympic Tower Tianjin
KR B AR LT R RS A

No 126 Chengdu Road, Heping
FIRE R #RIE 1265

Tel: 2335 5888

Somerset Youyi Tianjin
RERERERS AE

No 35 Youyi Road, Hexi
TIVE X A IHE35 5

Tel: 2810 7888

Ariva Tianjin Binhai Serviced Apartment
REEE - LWERSAE

No. 35 Zi Jin Shan Road, Hexi District
TPEIX 5240135

Tel: 5856 8000

Web: www.stayariva.com

TEDA &Tanggu

Green Park Villa

PRI

No.34, 1st Avenue TEDA, Tianjin
REZFHAF R X F— K345
Tel: 2528 0670

Il SCHOOL

Tianjin Downtown

International School of Tianjin
REBZFHAF KX EFRERR BRI
Only international school in Tianjin fully
authorized by the IBO to teach all three IB
programs (PYP, MYP and DP) from age 3-18.
Weishan Nan Lu, Jinnan District, Tianjin
R HE R DX R I it

Mon-Fri 07:30-16:30

T: +86 22 2859 2001

W: www.istianjin.org

SmartKidz International Tianjin

EEER

5F,BuildingC,He Zhong Building,You Yi

BeilLu,Hexi District

KAV X ACIHAL R A AR JE CIES 12

Tel: 18622496466

Landline: 022-83860916-0

Email: smartkidz@foxmail.com;
934971182@qq.com

WeChat: smartkidz-tj

Website: www.smartkidz-tj.com

Green Mandarin School

HEREE

Room 705, Block B, Kang Ning Building,
Xi Kang Lu, Heping District

I X PG T R BAE 7055

1-2-302, Cheng Ji Center, Nan Jing
Road, Heping District

FRF DX R A IRE O 5 21 13025
Chengdu road No.151

SHRE 1514

Jiuhe International Village,140Wei Guo
Dao,Hedong District, Tianjin

TIAR DX T 5 140 51T [ st

2401 Zaia Wanli Hotel&Apartment,8
Huang Hai Lu,Teda

RTS8 5 R T BN A 524015

Hopeland International Kindergarten
2 ERGHE (BRE )

No.5 Cuibo Road, MeijiangBay,tianjin,China
KT LA 5
Tel:022-6046-2555

Hopeland International Kindergarten
= E MR (BILE )

No.7 Huandao Middle Road,East Side of
Jiefang South Road,Tianjin

R TR TR 5 UG DR S8 AR 7
Tel:022-5810-7777



Wellington College International Tianjin
R R E R

NO.1 Yide Dao, Honggiao District
LIMFIX LAEE 1S

Tel: 8758 7199 / 187 2248 7836
Email:admissions@wellington-tianjin.cn
www.wellington-tianjin.cn

Tianjin International School

R E PR

No.4-1 Sishui Road,Hexi

TGN K451

Tel:8371 0900 Fax:8731 0400
admin@tedainternationalschool.net
www.tedainternationalschool.net

Tianjin Translation College
REHIFEE

No.5 Pinghu Road, Anshanxi Street,
Nankai District, Tianjin
RHETT P L VG 1 P8 55
Tel:2737-9758

Email: jenny_tj@126.com

Shuoba Chinese Academy

PRI iE

Tianjin Heping District ChengduDao
No.126 Somerset Olympic Tower 403
FARIT R A 1265 BEHEBARIT 524 )2403%
Tianjin Heping District Nanjing
Rd.No.75 International Plaza 1802
TP X 5 755 B R 18022
Tel: 022-2335 0585

139-1079-8835 (Mr.LuTong)
187-1017-7191(Sandra)

Tianjin Golden Collar Translation Center
RESTEIER L

No.5 Pinghu Road, Anshanxi Street,
Nankai District, Tianjin
KHETT P L VG 1 P8 55
Tel:2737-9758

Email: jenny_tj@126.com

TEDA &Tanggu

Teda International School

FRIKE FRFER

72 Third Ave, TEDA.

ZF AR X B = K724

Tel: 6622 6158 / 6622 6157

Fax:6200 1818
admin@tedainternationalschool.net
www.tedainternationalschool.net

Il MEDICAL FACILITY

Tianjin Downtown

Tianjin United Family Hospital (TJU)
REMERER

No. 22 Tianxiaoyuan, Tanjiang Road,
Hexi District, Tianjin 300221
IPYDKRET T R 2245 300221

Tel: (022) 58568500

Web: http://www.ufh.com.cn

ARRAIL International Dental Clinic
R E L R BT AL

Rm 302, Tianjin International Building
No.75 Nanjing Rd.Heping District, Tianjin
RHETTHPP X 5O 755 RIEI PR R 3025
Tel:022-2331-6202 Fax:022-2331-6215

Tianjin International SOS Clinic
REEFR (S0S) EEHBLH

1F Sheraton Tianjin Hotel, Zijinshan Lu, Hexi .
TTVEIK S L R HER B I A B 2
Tel: 2352 0143 /6537 7616

Hrs: 09:00-18:00(Mon-Sat)

Tianjin TEDA International SOS Clinic
FRSOSK B HRELFT

102-C2 MSD, No.79, 1st Avenue, TEDA
RHZFHAIFR X HE—RE195485%
MSD-CIX 2J41025

Tel: 6537 7616

I ESTATE

Tianjin Downtown

E-SMART Relocation Consultants Co., Ltd
PR ERRSERAR

Rm. 1901, Ning Tai Plaza, No.1, Xia
Guang Dao, Nankai
MR BT 778 1001 %E

Tel: 2836 0997

Email: esmart@esmart.com.cn
www.esmart.com.cn

Hrs: Mon-Fri; 8:30-17:30

The very first and leading expats housing
and relocation company in Tianjin region

Tianjin SYD Real Estate Consultants
REH Bk B = S AR AR

E-701 Rome Gardens, Yong An Dao, Hexi
TIVGIXIkEE B S Ebd 1 B—-2-1401

Tel: 2324 6966

2324 6098

Hrs: 09:00-17:00

TEDA & Tanggu

Joanna Real Estate Consulting Co.,
Ltd (Tianjin Branch)
EEBHEH LD ERAR (RESAR)
No. H. 11 F, International Development
Building, No.2, Dong Ting Road, TEDA
RESAIFRIX 82 STEIRA A JZHRE
Tel: 6628 0211

Fax: 6628 0216
tjadmin@jrecorporate.cn
WWww.jrecorporate.cn

Il CHAMBERS

Tianjin Downtown

European Union Chamber of
Commerce in China, Tianjin Chapter
FEREESREMAE

41F, The Executive Center, Tianjin World
Financial Center, 2 Dagubei Lu, Heping
District, Tianjin 300020.

REETAPPX RIS 2 5 KRBk G s
AZERR SO

Tel: +86 (022) 58307608
Website:www.europeanchamber.com.cn
Email: tianjin@euccc.com.cn

The American Chamber of
Commerce, Greater Tianjin Branch
(EWRRESE

Rm2918, the Exchange Tower 2,189
Nanjing Road, Heping

HPFIX RIS 180 5L hi2018%

Tel: 23185075

Fax: 2318 5074

Website: www.amchamtianjin.org

German Chamber of Commerce in
China - North China

FEEERS

Rm.1502, Global Center, No. 309
Nanjing Road, Nankai

X BR300 S FRER B 115025
Tel/Fax ++86 (0)22 - 8787 9249
Email: tianjin@bj.china.ahk.de
Internet: www.china.ahk.de

German Business Circle Tianjin
Deutscher Unternehmerkreis Tianjin,
DUK

REEEANBKES

Rm 803,Huake Center,3 Kaihua Road,
Huayuan Industrial Zone..

AR X A 3 SR 08035,
Tel:8371 7855 / Fax:837 17859

Melbourne Office Tianjin

BIRAT RERRL

Room 1008, International Building, 75
Nanjing Road, Heping District, Tianjin

300050, P.R.China Rt il X B 5 755
[E]FR AR JE 10085

Tel: 86 22 23136003

Fax: 86 22 23136005

Business Hours: 8:30~17:30

H MASSAGE

Tianjin Downtown

A Sen Da Mu Tong

FRIAR R ARG I A0

22 Pukou Dao, Hexi.
TAIPGRI I jE 22

Tel: 2313 5080

Gudu Massage

iy

1-1-607,Cheng Ji Center, Nanjing Road, Heping
PP R SRS O 1SR 1607
Tel: 23137919/ 136 821 90233
Hrs: 10:00-02:00

Chinese Massage Club

o [ B A B

Rm. 11F, Building 1, Zijin Garden, No.15,
Binshui Dao, Hexi

TIPGIX B /KIE 155 48 A LR A1 15

Tel: 88294330/ 13512489654

Hrs: 10:00-24:00

Super SPA

Aromatherapy and massage. Satisfy your
physical, emotional, spiritual needs.
Where you live, where we will service for you.
Hrs: 10:00--24:00

Tel: 18222497175

B CHURCH

Tianjin Downtown

St.Joseph’s Cathedral
FEFHE

No.9, Xining Dao, Heping
APFIXPETEY S

Tianjin Christian Fellowship

King Hall Hotel, No.22,

Huan Hu zhong Lu, Hexi

VEDXCERIH 225

Tel: 8829 7772

enquiry@tjif.com

Open to foreign passport holders only

TEDA & Tanggu

TEDA Christian Fellowship
Building A, Report Hall, TEDA
International Hotel,2nd Avenue, No. 8,

TEDA Tianjin
REAFIBIFR X k85
FRIKIE BRI G E 2

Email: enquiry@tedafellowship.com
Phone: 151-2264-5704

LISTING

Il THEATRE

Tianjin Downtown

Tianjin Grand Theatre

RERR R

Culture Center Pingjiang Road Hexi
TV S

Tel: 8388 2000

Tianjin Concert Hall
REEFT

88 Jianshe Road Heping
Tel: 2332 0068

Western Shore Art Salon
FREZEARE

3 Youyi Road North Hexi
TVEX AL #E3 S

Tel: 2326 3505/3501

Il MUSEUM

Tianjin Downtown

Tianjin Museum

REEMIE

Intersection between Pingjiang Road
and Yuexiu Road Hexi

TIPS ST H

Tel: 8388 3000

H PARKS

Tianjin Downtown

Tianjin Water Park

Rk EoaE

No.33, Shuishang Gongyuan Bei Lu,
Nankai

FFDXOK EABEE#33

Tel:2335 0095

Tianjin Zoo

REHME

Shuishang Gongyuan Dong Lu, Nankai
FHFIXOK AT AR

Tel:2391 5066

Tianjin Botanical Garden
REEYE

North No.7 Bridge, Outer Ring, Cao
Zhuangzi, Zhongbei Zhen, Xiqing
PEF X A MR T S 1L
Tel:2794 8011

Tianjin Changhong Ecological Park
RERILAESE

No.145 Hongqi Road, Nankai
XL 145

Tel: 23358453
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LOCALEVENTS

On November 21st YY Anniversary Parties were held at
both the YY Beer House and the YY Craft Beer House. More than
300 people gathered to celebrate the event. This year was the first
anniversary of the opening of the YY Craft Beer House and it was
great to see so many new friends, along with the old, attending the
party. The event itself was a resounding success with great songs,
wonderful performances and delicious snacks. All in all everyone
agreed it was a perfect night.

Shangri-La Hotel, Tianjin
Erou ly Hosts the Jose

arreras Concert Toghether

With the Tianjin Grand Theater

The world-renowned singer, one of the Three Tenors, Mr.
Jose Carreras performed at the Grand Theater in Tianjin on Nov.
15th, 2015, hosted by the Tianjin Grand Theater Company.
Supported by the Tianjin Government as one of the most
important musical projects of the year, the Shangri-la Hotel, Tianjin
has been chosen to accommodate the revered singer during his
time in the city.

“We are incredibly honored and very excited to be hosting Mr.
Carreras during his visit to Tianjin, and the Shangri-La Hotel, Tianjin
is proud to be working
closely with the Tianjin
Grand Theatre Company
and Tianjin Government in
making this event a
success’, the General
Manager of the Shangri-La
Hotel, Tianjin, Mr. Hakan
Ozel states.

Kelvin Pun Appointed
as Hotel Executive Chef

Kelvin Pun has been appointed
as Executive Chef of The Westin Tianjin,
in his role, Chef Pun will lead the
culinary team to offer gourmet
experience in Tianjin.

‘| appreciate all the support from
the team and will do my best to lead a
creative culinary experience!” Said Chef
Pun.
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Society Hill Holds

First Robot Development
Investment Conference

On November 21st the First Robot Development Investment
Conference was held at Society Hill. The conference explored the
most advanced information technology products and future
trends in the fields of robotics and intelligence.

The Conference was organized by the Jinghai People's
Government of Tianjin, and the Tianjin National Investment Group
Co. Ltd. Its aim was to explore the promotion, development and
implementation of the robot industry, identify new market
opportunities and provide a wide range of information on related
policies about technology using case studies and companies'
experiences. The Conference wasalso about technology exchange
and an event combining development ideas, production
strategies, sales, users and investment.

The success of the conference will help provide a platform for
the intelligence field and promote the further integration and
development of the industry. It will be held every year, and will
welcome all kinds of
businesses, institutions
and representatives to
participate. Society Hill's
high quality facilities
provide an excellent
place for forums
regarding high
technology and arethe
ultimate meeting place
for conferences like this.

Berkeley Group Promoted
London Residence in
Tianjin for the First Time

Berkeley Group,
a well-known real
estate developer in the
UK announced to work
with JJL and promote
the South Quay Plaza
project in Tianjin on
November 15, 2015. It
was the first time that
the project was
introduced to Tianjin and open for sale. The South Quay Plaza is
designed by Foster&Partner, a world famous design company.
Located in Square Mile in London, the project is built by the
waterfront with both good location and view.

According to Michael Hart, General Manager of JLL Tianjin, JLL is
glad to introduce good overseas investment opportunity to local
customers in Tianjin. “The projects that we recommend are all
developed by the best developers around the world. Our colleagues
in overseas branches have long-term cooperation with them”said
Michael Hart.



Tianjin Warner International : :

Golf Club celebrated its 17th

Anmversary

On the 17th of October, Tianjin Warner International Golf Club
celebrated its 17th Anniversary. In order to share the happiness
with our distinguished guests and members, we held the
Members & Guests Golf Tournament.

More than 100 golf players took part in the golf tournament.
Warner honored guests included Ambassador of Mongolia H.E. Mr.
SUKHBAATAR, Madame
Dash OYUNCHIMEG,

MIAT Mongolian Airlines
General Manager Mr.
Adilbish, Representative
of local government and
Tianjin Golf Association.

The Astor Hotel, a Luxury
Collection Hotel Tian
appointed Mr. Mlchae]] Josef
Stiller as Executive Chef

The Astor Hotel, a Luxury Collection
Hotel, Tianjin is proud to announce
the appointment of Mr. Michael
Josef Stiller as Executive Chef. Mr.
Stiller will be responsible for the
entire kitchen operation of The Astor
Hotel Tianjin.

Renaissance Tianjin
Lakeview Hotel

“Korean Palace Cuisine
Festival” Opening Ceremony

Renaissance Tianjin Lakeview Hotel
hosted “Korean Palace Cuisine Festival”
Opening Ceremony and Korean Cultural
Performance on the 17th of November
2015. In collaborating with the Korean
Cultural Center, China, Korea Agro-Fisheries
& Food Trade Corp,, and Korea National
University of Arts, this is their 3rd Korean
Food festival.
Mr. Kim Jin-gon, the Director of Korean
Cultural Center China joined the opening
ceremony and delivered the address. The Korean Cultural
Performance gave more than 800 audiences unprecedented
experience through the combination of Korean traditional and
modern culture.

LOCALEVENTS

Shangri-La Hotel, Tianjin

. launches Chrlstmas Charity
. Postcard

Shangri-la Hotel, Tianjin announced that a limited edition of
Christmas postcards was launched in partnership with a well-known
cartoonist, Ms. Ding Yichen, who created
the popular cartoon character “Ding
Xiaodian"during Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony on Nov 25, 2015.

Funds raised during the sale would be
donated to the charity organization,

"Healing Young Hearts’, which was founded
by Cathay Future in Tianjin, supported by
Shangri-La Hotel, Tianjin, aiming to support
children who suffer from severe illness in
hospital.

Holiday Inn Tianjin

AQUA City Named
“Best Busmess Hotel”
Award at MICE Magazine

Holiday Inn Tianjin Aqua City
was named the "Best Business Hotel"by
MICE Magazine during its 2015 Golden
Chair Award Ceremony. The final result
was evaluated by industry experts,
media elites, business travellers and
millions of neitizens.

“This is the second Golden Chair
Award we received since opening in

11.We thank you MICE Magazine for
recognising our efforts and will
continue to strike towards better in
future!'said General Manager, Mr. Kelvin
Mah.

Halloween Celebration
at Riverview Place

On October 31, Riverview
Place became a haunted castle,
in which children had an
exciting Halloween night. There
were three game zones with
different themes. The Dark
Magic House was filled with
sweets and cookies, which were
the favorites of girls. In the Treasure Cave, peo1 1ple won Halloween
props by scanning the QR code. The Magic Makeover School helps
you turn into a Halloween look. Children like the Trick or treats
moments best.
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PARTING SHOT

WHICH LINE

TO CHOOSE? by David Wong

ave you ever stood in a line up

waiting for service and watch

the line beside you speed

through while you moving at a

snail pace? There are usually 3
lanes for cars on the Tianjin streets, during
rush hour, ever been in a line that is the
slowest compared to the other two? What
about elevators that never see to get to the
floor you want?

Try the following strategies to help
you during these frustrating moments or at
least give you something to do while you
are waiting. On the freeways, the best way
to save time at those endless tollbooths, is
to buy an ETC card “Electronic Toll
Collection”. With this card on your
windshield, you only need to slow down as
you cross the gate and it will acknowledge
what is your balance and once you exit, it
will display the charge and the balance.
The cards can be purchased at most banks
and near the entrance or exit of the larger
toll stations. Replenishment can be done
on line and by your cell phone.

If you are paying the old fashioned
way at the regular booths, picking the right
lane is tricky and needs split second timing,
so scan the open lanes well in advance,
look for the green lights at the top. If no
cars or truck at the far right lanes with four
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green words: "4¢ 41" Lv Se Tong Dao
which means “Green Color Driving Lane”
and is meant for freight trucks that are
carrying vegetables and other goods that
may be stopped for inspection. These
checks are random and they will allow
ordinary vehicles through. Try to use lanes
that are next to a closed lane and keep
your eyes open for fresh cashiers entering
these booths.

On major roads and expressways, it is
generally better to use the far left lane
rather than the right lane, since the exit
and entrance lanes are usually on the right
and this always slows down traffic in this
lane.

In banks, the line ups are determined
by a ticket machine, you can request a VIP
or gold card if you have a high deposit,
usually over 100,000rmb, this card will give
you a higher priority. If you are making a
transfer, payment, withdrawal or update,
check with the information counter, they
can usually help you or assist with the
transaction at an ATM Automated Teller
Machine or as the Chinese hilariously call it
a"Cash Recycle Machine”

On elevators, try to avoid the
lunchtime when the traffic is the heaviest.
If you do have to use the elevator during

TRYTO USE LANES THAT ARE
NEXTTOA CLOSED LANEAND
KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN FOR
FRESH CASHIERS ENTERING
THESE BOOTHS.

peak periods, and you cannot get on
because it is full, try to get on the next one
going the opposite direction first. For
example if it stops on the main floor and
there are too many people trying to go up,
get on the next elevator going down, go to
the basement and stay on, as it heads back
up just make sure to stop looking at your
smart phone or else, you may miss your
floor.
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ASCOTT

CHINA

HAET @

INTRODUCING A NEW LEVEL OF HOME COMFORT
SOMERSET SERVICED RESIDENCE

Somerset International Building Tianjin Somerset Olympic Tower Tianjin Somerset Youyi Tianjin
No 75 Nanjing Road, Heping District No 126 Chengdu Road, Heping District No 35 Youyi Road, Hexi District
(86-22) 2330 6666 (86-22) 2335 5888

(86-22) 2810 7888

Ascott China has 3 serviced residences in Tianjin. Our 543 studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom

Rout %)
units are all fully-furnished and fully-equipped, with a wide array of recreational facilities. %@l@f

Whether you are in Tianjin on long-term relocation, business travel or vacation, Somerset serviced

residences are your home away from home. Because life is about living. SOM E RSET

Enjoy Ascott’s Best Rate Guarantee | www.ascottchina.com | 400 820 1028 (China toll-free)

SERVICED RESIDENCE

Somerset Serviced Residence is managed by The Ascott Limited, a member of CapitaLand. It is the largest international serviced residence owner-operator with
more than 200 properties in over

80 cities across Asia Pacific, Europe and the Gulf region. It operates three award-winning brands Ascott, Citadines and Somerset.
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