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WUXI CHANGZHOU

Changzhou topped the mon-
ey-raising list for sports when 
it acquired 10.8 million yuan in 
funds for 15 projects.

On July 10, the Changzhou 
Sports Bureau signed contracts 
with 18 social institutions, such 
as the Changzhou Football Asso-
ciation and Yangtze Evening 
News, to help provide public 
sports services. 

In recent years, Changzhou 
has made significant strides 
in opening up sports servic-
es to the public. It has also set 
up a “10-minute exercise cir-
cle” among urban communi-
ties, which means each person 
is within a close range of a public 
sports facility. Fifty-nine villages 
and towns have a full range of 

social  sports organizations; 39 
percent of the population par-
ticipates in regular exercise; 23 
city-level stadiums have been 
opened to the public, while the 
disabled, low-income residents 
and the elderly get a 50 percent 
discount on ticket prices.

Liyang, a county in Chang-
zhou, is one of the most devel-
oped sports areas.

It places its primary focus 
on the fl ight sports equipment 
industry, based in the Liyang 
general aviation industrial park, 
the yachting industry and fit-
ness equipment, primarily bad-
minton products, yoga mats and 
synthetic tracks.

Sports industry booming in Jiangsu

Jiangsu has paid extra atten-
tion to the development of sports 
as 144 events have gained fi nan-
cial support worth 100 million 
yuan ($16.3 million) this year, 
according to the Jiangsu Province 
Sports Bureau.

The funds are used for the 
management of stadiums, health 
services, professional sports 
development, sports equipment 
production and sales, sports 
training, sports tourism and 
other categories to support the 

growing industry.
In the process of promoting 

sports development in Jiangsu, 
Qianbao666.com signed a deal 
with Spanish club Rayo Valleca-
no to help develop young Chi-
nese soccer players. The club has 

agreed to select some of the coun-
try’s best youth players to play for 
its reserve team in the Spanish 
league. 

“We hope to transfer Chinese 
players to play high-level com-
petitions through such cooper-

ation. It will help improve their 
capability and accept advanced 
soccer ideas. These efforts will 
also inspire more teenagers in 
China involved in the sport,” said 
Zhang Xiaolei, president of Qian-
bao company.

Wisdom Sports Industrial 
Park, created by Wuxi Sports 
Bureau and Wuxi Taihu Inter-
national Science and Technol-
ogy Park, aims at developing 
sports based on the model of 
scinece and technology zones. 
It encourages and supports pro-
viders or manufacturers of the 
traditional sports industry to 
expand their information and 
large data fi elds and gradually 
apply the related technology to 
all kinds of sports events and 
national fi tness activities to cre-
ate a new high-tech model for 
the country’s sports industry.

 Jiangyin, a county-level city 
under Wuxi, provides 95 percent 
of the swimming facilities for 
domestic demand. As the enter-
prises have profi ted, employees’ 
incomes have increased. Also, 
various sports activities are held 
almost every week, which not 
only promotes fitness among 
local residents, but also creates 
revenue for the organizers. The 
Hailan International Equestrian 
Club is known far and wide and is 
regarded as an outstanding Chi-
nese sports tourism destination. 
A 55-minute equestrian dressage 
show is staged every Saturday at 
8 pm. 

Currently, Jiangyin has 23 sport 
federations, more than 60 inter-
national and domestic brands 
of fitness clubs and more than 

400 sports clubs. The number of 
businesses involved in the sports 
industry rose to more than 3,400 
in 2012.


